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PREFACE. 


The  History  of  Norwich,  pablished  in  1845,  having  been  for  serersl 
years  ont  of  print,  it  seems  desirable  that  the  public  should  be  fhmished 
with  a  new  and  more  complete  work,— one  that  shall  not  only  bring  the 
course  of  events  to  the  present  time,  but  shall  glean  over  again  the  records 
of  the  past,  and  he  more  ezhanstive  in  regard  to  memorials  of  former 
days.  The  first  edition  may  be  r^;arded  as  a  preliminary  foray  into  a 
district  so  rich  in  resonrces,  that  the  invader  could  not  leave  it  without  a 
deep-seated  determination  to  return  and  more  thoroughly  explore  the  field. 

Tlie  History  has  been  entirely  re-written,  and  is,  in  fiict,  a  new  work. 
The  autlior  has  considered  it  an  imperative  duty  to  review  all  the  sources 
of  information,  and  to  make  it  as  complete  a  town  history  as  the  materials 
would  permit  This  led  to  a  considerable  delay  in  the  original  purpose 
which  was  to  have  it  appear  in  1860,  as  an  ofTeriDg  to  the  two  hundredth 
year.  But  had  it  been  issued  then,  it  would  have  closed  with  the  Bi- 
centennial festival  of  the  town,  without  any  warning  of  that  mighty  con- 
vulsion which  was  about  to  upheave  the  country,  and  the  closing  chaptert^ 
which  display  the  patriotism,  energy,  and  sacrifices  of  the  town  in  the  war  ^ 
for  the  Union,  would  have  been  wanting. 

The  author  is  now  enabled  to  speak  with  more  certainty  than  in  the 
former  history  upon  many  points,  and  particularly  concerning  the  ancestors 
of  families.  Tet  the  work  is  designed  to  be  strictly  a  Hutory^  not  a  col- 
lection of  Genealogies.  The  field  was  too  opulent  in  narrative  materials 
to  leave  space  for  following  out  tlie  family  branches  of  so  large  a  surface, 
and  to  map  out  the  descendants  of  a  few  of  the  &thers  of  the  town  and 
not  of  all,  would  make  the  work  a  failure. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  writer  to  avoid  profuse  laudation,  yet  to  be- 
stow praise  where  it  was  due,  and  invariably  to  speak  of  men  and  meas- 


PREFACE  TO  EDITION  OF  1874. 


At  (he  time  of  the  decesM  of  Che  anlhor  of  this  History  there  remamed 
in  sheets  in  the  hands  of  the  printers  aboat  850  copies  of  the  work.  The 
nnderrigned,  after  oonralting  with  a  few  friends  in  Norwich  who  have 
always  manifested  mnch  interest  in  their  local  history,  determined  to  pre- 
fix a  brief  memoir  of  tlie  author  and  to  add  snch  number  of  pages  to  the 
▼dume  as  would  be  necessary  to  bring  the  record  of  important  local 
events  down  to  the  close  of  the  year  1878. 

He  desires  to  express  his  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  John  W.  Stedman, 
author  and  publisher  of  the  Norwich  JukiUt^  for  his  kindness  in  preparing 
the  additional  pages,  and  thus  preserving  many  incidents  of  local  interest 
which  might  otherwise  have  been  lost  and  forgotten. 

All  the  contents  of  the  history  published  in  1866  will  be  found  in  thb 
volume,  with  the  exception  of  the  portraits  of  Samuel  Huntington, 
Ebenezer  Huntington,  John  Breed,  and  Lydia  H.  Sigoumey.  Engravings 
were  originally  printed  from  all  the  plates  in  sufficient  number  for  the 
present  edition,  but  an  accident  to  the  building  in  which  they  were  stored 
destroyed  a  number  of  them,  and  only  a  portion  of  those  thus  destroyed  could 
be  conveniently  replaced.  The  portraits  of  Hiram  P.  Armn,  David  N. 
Bentley,  Elissa  Huntington,  Harriet  P.  Williams,  and  Frances  M.  Caul- 
kins,  are  added  to  this  edition. 

HENRY  P.  HAVEN. 

Nbw  London,  Nov.  24, 1878. 


MEMOIR. 


From  time  to  time  death  removes  from  this  world  those  who  have 
filled  high  places  of  honor  or  trust,  and  those  whose  names  have  heoome 
fiuniliiar  to  bbin  yoiing  and  old  by  their  de'edff  of  valor,  or  by  their 
contrib'qtioQi'  to  the .  continually  accumulating  stores  of  human  know- 
ledge-andi  science.  When  such  persons  of  special  eminence  depart 
from  rafnongt.ias^  .public  tributes  of  respect  and  obitufiry  notices  bring 
freshly  ^before  the  living  the  virtues  and  talents  of  the  deceased,  and  not 
unfrequently  a  volume  of  biography  preserves  the  memory  of  their 
great  or  good  deeds  for  the  benefit  of  future  generations. 

There  fire,  however,  all  through  our  land  many  excellent  and  intel- 
ligent men  and  women,  who,  in  the  more  quiet  walks  of  life,  not  only 
shed  light  and  happiness  within  their  own  circle  of  associates,  but  con- 
tribute of 'the  talents  whiph  the  Lord  has  given  them  to  elevate  and 
enlighten  their  fellow  men.  Loved  and  respected  as  widely  as  they  are 
known,  when  such  choice  spirits  pass  away  it  is  surely  right  that  the 
call  of  living  friends  for  some  brief  memorial  of  their  well-spent  lives 
should  be  heeded  and  answered.       * 

It  has*  been  deemed  proper,  in  binding  up  for  sale  and  circulation  the 
copies  remaining  .'on  hand  of  the  ''History  of  Norwich"  (the  autlior's 
last  work),  to  prefix  this  brief  memoir,  which  is  mainly  a  reprint  from 
a  sketch  published  in  the  ''  New  Kngland  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Register  "  for  October,  1869. 


Franobs  Manwarinq,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Fanny  (Manwaring) 
Caulkins,  was  born  in  New  London,  Conn.,  April  26,  1795,  and  died 
there  February  8,  1869.  Her  ancestry,  on  the  paternal  side,  can  be 
traced  to  the  early  setttlers  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  and  vicinity. 

Mr.  Richard  Blinman,  minister  in  Chepstow,  ^Nloniuouthalure,  Eng- 
land, having  been  silenced  for  non-conformity  to  tVne  eatablisUed  church, 
immigrated  to  this  country,  and  is  supposed  to  hav  ^^  «inWcd  at  P\ymouil\ 
in  the  autumn  of  1 640.    He  was  aooompanied  ii^      ^vv*  vototary  exile  by 
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several  memliers  of  his  church,  with  their  £uniliee,  and  all  taken  together 
were  styled  the  ^  Welch  party."  Monmouthshire  borders  upon  Wales, 
and  probably  most  of  them  were  of  'Welch  origin,  but  English  appears 
to  have  been  their  native  language.  The  exact  time  of  their  arrival  is 
not  known,  but  a  part  of  them,  including  Mr.  Blinman  and  Hugh 
Cauken,  were  propounded  for  freemanship  at  Plymouth,  March  2, 
1 640 ;  which  was  too  early  for  any  immigrant  vessel  to  have  arrived 
that  year.' 

In  the  first  New  England  record  the  family  name  is  written  as  above, 
Cauken,  and  it  may  bo  interesting  to  notice  here  the  changes  which 
have  taken  place  in  the  spelling  of  this  surname,  since  it  first  appears 
in  the  old  country.  It  luis  been  heretofore  stated  by  a  writer  in  the 
pa(;c8  of  the  *^  llegistcr/**  that  (he  original  name  was  probably  Colkin. 
William  Colkin  lived  in  King  John's  reign,  1199-1216,  and  founded  a 
hospital  in  Canterbury,  which  bore  his  name.  The  Caulkins  and  Goo- 
kings,  with  the  different  variations  and  changes,  in  the  spelling  and 
pronunciation  of  the  names,  are  all  supposed  by  the  writer  referred  to, 
to  liave  descended  from  a  Colkin.  At  the  present  time,  there  is  great 
diversity,  even  among  acknowledged  relatives  of  the  same  stock,  in 
spelling  the  name ;  some  using  u  and  s,  and  others  rejecting  one  or  both 
of  these  letters. 

The  "Welch  party"  located  first  at  Green's  Harbor,  near  Marsh- 
field,  Mass.,  but  the  previous  settlers  not  harmonizing  with  the  new 
comerj?,  the  latter  removed  the  next  year  to  Gloucester,  near  Cape  Ann, 
in  the  "  Mas.sjichuaetts  colony."*  Hugh  Caukin  is  on  the  list  of  persons 
nominated  as  freemen  of  Massachusetts,  at  Salem,  December  27,  1642. 
lie  was  deputy  to  the  general  court  from  Gloucester  in  1650-1,  and 
served  as  one  of  tlie  selectmen  in  that  town  from  1643  to  1651.  In 
1645  **  Hugh  Cawlkinj;  appointed  to  end  small  causes  for  ye  towne  of 
Glocester  for  tiiis  yeere  ensuing."  May  23,  1652,  Hugh  Calkin,  deputy 
from  Gloucester,  having  moved  out  of  the  colony,  is  to  have  the  place 
supplied.^ 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Blinman  removed  from  Gloucester,  where  he  had  been 
a  minister  for  eight  yeare,  to  New  London,  then  called  Pequot  Harbor, 
in  llic  fall  of  1650.  He  seems  to  have  been  accompanied  on  his  first 
visit  by  Obadiah  Bruen,  a  man  of  unusual  intelligence  and  education,  and 
of  sound  mind  and  judgment.  He  was  clerk  or  recorder  of  Gloucester  for 
several  years,  and  held  the  same  office  in  New  London  during  his  entire 
residence  in  that  town,   which   was  sixteen    years.     Hugh    Calkin  and 


^  Records  of  the  county  of  Phptwuth, 

2  Vol.  ii.  page  167 — Art.  Gookin  Family. 

'  Savage's  Wirithrop  (edit.  1853),  vol.  ii.  page  77. 

*  Records  of  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts. 


•  •• 


yiU  M  B  M  O  I  B  . 

Beyeral  others,  who  came  from  the  old  world  with  Mr.  Blinman  in  1640, 
followed  him  to  New  London,  and  strengthened  the  little  colony  there 
by  the  addition  of  about  twenty  families.  The  records  show  grants  of 
land  to  Mr.  Blinman,  ''  Hughe  Caukin,"  and  six  others,  October  19, 
1650,  and,  under  the  same  date,  six  house  lots  were  pledged  to  them* 
which  were  laid  out  in  March  of  the  following  year,  mostly  in  '*  New 
Street,"  a  narrow  road  on  the  west  side  of*  the  town  which  was  opened  to 
accommodate  the  Gloucester  immigrants,  and  acquired  from  them  the 
familiar  name  of  *'  Cape  Ann  Lane,"  by  which  it  is  still  quite  generally 
known,  though  now  designated  on  the  city  map  as  Ann  street.  Flugh 
Calken  had  the  first  lot  on  the  south  and  east  end  of  this  street  set  ofi*  to 
him.  It  consisted  of  six  acres,  and  the  precise  spot  can  easily  be  identi- 
fied at  the  pi*esent  time. 

He  was  chosen  a  deputy  to  the  General  Court  nt  Hartford  in  Septeni- 
ber,  1651,  and  was  at  that  time  the  deputy  to  the  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts  from  Gloucester.  He  does  not  appear,  however,  to  have 
been  present  at  the  session  in  Hartfonl.  He  was  also  selectman  in  1651 
in  both  towns.  It  Ls  evident  from  these  facts  that  he  was  esteemed  a 
m^n  of  unusual  good  judgment  and  capacity,  whose  services  New  London, 
then  called  Pequot,  was  anxious  to  secure,  and  Gloucester  unwilling  to 
lose.  While  residing  in  New  London  he  held  the  ofiice  of  selectman,  or 
townsman  as  it  was  then  generally  called,  witliout  interruption ;  being 
chosen  annually  for  ten  or  eleven  successive  years.  He  was  also  their 
representative  to  the  General  Court  for  twelve  sessions,  from  1652  to 
1660. 

It  cannot  positively  be  stated  that  he  was  a  meml)er  of  the  Church, 
in  New  London  >  for  the  records  preserved  do  not  commence  until 
1670,  or  ten  years  after  his  removal.  The  business  of  hiring  a  minister 
and  providing  fur  the  worship  of  God  was  all  done  by  the  town  in  its 
corporate  capacity  in  tliose  days,  consequently  church  records  were  of 
less  importance.  There  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt,  however,  that  with 
the  arrival  of  a  minister  and  many  of  his  faithful  flock,  who  seem  to 
have  followed  him  not  only  from  the  old  country  but  also  in  all  his  removals 
in  New  England,  a  church  was  regularly  formed  and  all  the  ordinances 
administered.  Indeed,  it.  is  hardly  possible  that  it  could  have  been 
otherwise,  as  Mr.  Blinman  is  uniformly  styled  ^*  Pastor  of  the  church." 
When  he  reYnoved  to  New  London,  the  town  hod  been  on  the  lookout 
for  some  time  for  a  minister,  and  in  1 648  the  Rev.  Sam'l  Dudley,  son 
of  Gov.  Dudley,  and  son-in-law  of  Gov.  Winthrop,  had  some  thoughts  of 
settling  there.'  It  is  probable  that  tVie  little  community  felt  themselves 
too  feeble  to  undertake  the  support  of  a  minister  until  after  the  accession 
of  the  colony  from  Gloucester. 

i   WinOrop's  letter  to  hts  son.    Savage*  ^^-r^Jjj^p,  yol.  u.  page  356. 
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Mr.  Blinman  was  a  man  of  good  repute  in  New  England,  and  is 
spoken  of  by  Gov.  Wmthrop  as  ^  godly  and  able."  The  town  pledged 
him  a  salary  of  £60  per  annum,  to  be  increased  wiUi  their  ability,  and 
liberal  donations  of  land.  The  records  show  that  they  abundantly 
fulfilled  the  last  pledge,  and  he  was  probably  quite  acceptable  to  the 
people,  as  the}'  built  him  a  house  on  a  high,  pleasant  lot,  now  Granite 
street,  west  of  the  first  burial  ground.  I1ie  reasons  for  relinquishing  his 
charge  are  not  given,  but  he  left  New  London  early  in  1658,  and 
removed  to  New  Haven,  where  he  re.<ided  about  a  year.  Flo  embarked 
from  New  London  in  1659,  for  England,  via  Newfoundland,  and  was 
living  in  "the  castle,"  city  of  Bristol,  January,  1670-1.* 

Soon  after  his  pa<tor  removed,  Hugh  Calkin  joined  a  Saybrook  com- 
P'.niy,  who  had  associated  themselves  for  the  purchase  :ind  settlement  of 
Norwich,  and  a  church  being  orgnnized  at  Saybrook  for  tho  new  town, 
he  was  made  a  deacon.  He  seems  not  to  have  removed  immediately^ 
but  to  have  alternated  in  his  business  enterprises  between  the  two  towng 
for  about  two  years..  He  owned  some  large  tracts  of  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  New  London  which  be  retained  for  several  years,  but  sold  his 
house,  barn  and  home-lot  on.  "New  street '*  to  William  Douglass,  in 
February,  1661.  An  incident  which  gives  us  some  insight  into  the 
habits  and  customs  of  the  people  of  that  day  may  here  be  mentioned, 
In  February,  1 672-3,  Dearon  Caulkins,  of  Norwich,  was  served  with  a 
writ  from  Mr.  Leake,  of  Boston,  for  £3  10<.,  the  amount  of  debt  due  to 
William  llog(3rs  from  the  town  of  New  London,  for  the  rent  of  a  building 
that  had  been  used  for  a  meeting-house,  some  fifteen  years  before,  and 
for  which  Mr.  Caulkins  was  the  surety.  The  endorser  satisfied  the  debt 
and  applied  to  the  town  f'oi*  repayment.  The  obligation  was  acknowl- 
edged, hut  hardly  with  the  promptitude  which  would  be  expected  at  the 
present  time ;  as  appears  from  the  following  note  on  the  town  records : 
"  Upon  demand,  by  Hugh  Calkin,  for  money  due  to  Mr.  Leake,  of  Boston, 
for  improvement  ol"  a  barn  of  Goo<lman  Ilogers,  which  said  Calkin  stood 
engaged  for  to  pay,  this  town  doth  promise  to  pay  one  Barrel  of  Pork  to 
said  Calkin  some  time  next  winter."  Hugh  Calkin  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  town  and  church  affairs  of  Norwich,  and  died  there  about  the 
year  1G90,  and  as  he  was  by  his  own  deposition  72  years  old  in  1672,  he 
must  have  be<Mi  about  90  at  his  death.  Fie  was  doubtles3  interred  in  the 
old  burial  ground  in  that  town. 

Of  his  wife  we  only  know  that  her  name  was  Ann.  Hugh  and  Ann 
Calkiiis  are  believed  to  have  been  the  common  ancestors  of  all  persons 
bearing  the  name  in  the  United  States.  They  had  six  children :  Sarah, 
Mary,  John,  liehecca,  Deborah  and  David.^ 

*Thc  Jonnial  of  Thomas  Minor,  of  Stoningtun,  says — Mr.  Blinman  "taught"  in 
New  London,  July  27,  1659  ;  probably  a  farewell  service. 
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Deborah  was  born  ut  Gloucester,  March  18,  1644,  and  probably 
David*  was  also  born  there.  It  is  likely  that  all  the  others  W(tre  born 
in  England.  David's  birth  is  not  recorded,  hut  he  was  the  youngest 
child.  The  older  son,  John,  removed  with  his  father  to  Norwich,  and 
settled  and  died  there. 

David'  located  in  the  Nahantick  grant  of  his  father,  near  the  Niantic 
river,  or  Rope  ferry  bar,  in  what  was  then  New  London,  now  Waterford, 
and  the  farm  remained  in  the  posset^sion  of  the  descendants,  in  direct 
line,  until  1855.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hliss,  of 
Norwich,  and  had  eight  children.  The  second  whs  Ann,  and  at  her 
baptism,  February  4,  1676-7,  Mr.  Bradstreet,  minister  at  New  Ix>ndon, 
makes  this  record: — '^  Child  of  David  Caulkins  baptized  on  account  of  his 
wife,  a  member  in  full  communion  of  the  church  in  Norwich/' 

Jonathan'  was  the  third  child  of  David'  and  Mary.  He  was  bom 
January  9,  1 678-9,  and  married  Sarah  Turner,  daughter  of  Ezekiel  and 
Susannah,  December  11,  1700.  He  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  frontier 
wars  with  the  French.  He  had  six  children.  His  will,  dated  August  7, 
1738,  is  in  the  possession  of  Daniel  O.  Caulkins,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  one 
of  his  descendants.  He  died  July  17,  1750,  and  was  interred  in  the  old 
burial-ground  at  New  London,  where  his  grave  stone  is  still  preserved. 
His  wife  died  August  15,  1718. 

Thomas*  was  the  youngest  child  of  Jonathan,'  and  was  born  July  29 
1713.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Samuel  Rogers  The  date  of 
marriage  has  not  been  ascertained.  They  were  published  as  intending 
marriage,  February  21,  1734-5.  They  had,  from  the  best  information 
obtained,  six  children,  of  whom  the  two  oldest,  bearing  the  names  of 
their  Anther's  parents,  Jonathan  and  Sarah,  were  twins  and  born  in  1736, 
Thomas  Caulkins  died  July  2, 1750,  thirteen  days  before  his  father,  aged  39. 

JoNA,THAN^  married  Lydia,  daughter  of  Nehemiah  Smith,  April  24, 
1764,  by  whom  he  had  13  children.  He  was  a  captain  in  the.  war  of 
the  Revolution :  a  brave  soldier,  resolute  and  independent  in  thought 
and  action.  He  served  under  Benedict  Arnold,  and  en  one  occasion, 
in  consequence  of  additional  information  obtained  after  receiving  his 
orders,  changed  his  whole  route  and  captured  and  brounht  into  camp 
a  party  of  stragglers.  General  Arnold  was  so  exasperated  with  him  fur 
violating  his  orders  that  he  struck  him  with  his  sword.  Captain  Caul- 
kins restrained  his  anger  and  rctircul,  expecting  the  next  morning  to  be 
arrested.  Instead  of  arrest,  Arnold  made  him  a  handsome  apology.  He 
commanded  a  company  in  Colonel  Ely's  regiment,  raised  by  voluntary 
enlistment  in  November,  1776,  and  was  stationed  that  winter  in  Provi- 
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dence ;  and  though  a  wife  and  large  family  of  small  children  were  to  be 
cared  for  at  home,  he  was  out  more  or  less  every  year  of  the  war,  and 
performed  six  or  seven  tours  of  arduous  military  duty.  He  died  Septem- 
ber 21,  1767,  aged  51,  and  all  his  children  survived  him,  excepting  the 
youngest,  who  died  two  days  b«».forc,  Se[)tember  19th. 

His  wife  Lydia  was  a  woman  of  great  energy  and  discretion.  She 
was  tall,  erect,  and  fair;  of  handsome  features  and  commanding  pres- 
ence. She  survived  her  husband  many  years,  managed  the  farm  with 
good  judgment,  and  left  it  unimpaired  to  her  numerous  children.  Being 
a  faithful  Christian  of  the  Baptist  denomination,  she  often  took  part  in 
religious  meetings,  after  their  custom,  and  her  gifts  and  graces  led  to  the 
frequent  remark: — "She  talked  like  a  minister.'*  Mrs.  C.  died  in  1813, 
aged  70.  Th«  yoinigest  of  their  children,  Sarah,  married  Gurdon 
Crocker,  November  19,  1807,  and  died  August  11,  1871,  agod  85.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Crocker  celebrated  the  sixtieth  anniversary  of  their  marriage  at 
New  London,  November  19,  1867. 

JosnuA,"  the  fif)h  child  of  Jonathan  and  Lydia,  was  born  January  19, 
1772.  He  married  Kanny  Manwaring  in  1792,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children,  and  died  of  yellow  fever  at  Port  au  Prince,  early  in  1795, 
while  on  a  trading  voyage  to  the  island  of  St.  Domingo. 

Fkancks^  Manwaring  Caulkins,  second  child  of  Joshua  and  Fanny, 
wa-^  bom  in  New  London,  April  26,  1795. 

On  the  matcrnHl  side,  the  anccptry  of  Mis?  Caulkins  can  also  be 
tract'd  back  to  the  first  settlors  of  the  country.  In  England  the  family 
have  long  been  pronjineiit,  wiili  many  titles  and  large  landed  estates. 
Sir  Rannlphns  dr.  Mainwaring,  or,  as  the  nanio.  was  then  spelt,  Mrsnil- 
w:irin,  wa*<  juslicr  of  Chester  in  tiie  rcif^n  of  Richard  1.  (1189-1199).  ' 
Sir  William  M;iin waring  was  killed  in  the  streets  of  Chester,  defending 
it  for  tiie  king,  Oetober  9,  1611.  Sir  Henry  Mainwaring,  who  died  in 
1797,  amoiijr  other  large  estates  posscsvsed  the  manor  of  Peovcr,  the  seat 
of  his  ancestors;  which  is  one  of  the  estates  described  in  the  Doomsday 
survey,  as  belonging  to  lljinulphns.  In  the  elnndi  at  Over  Peovcr  are 
sev<!ral  monuments,  with  arms  and  numerous  implements  of  the  Main- 
warings;  among  them  an  altar  tomb  to  litmdal  Mainwaring,  who  died  iu 
1  loG,  and  to  Margery  his  wife.  Over  Peovcr  was  the  residence  of  the 
fnmily  for  thirty  generations.  In  1615,  "Sir  Henry  Mainwaring  was  at 
Newfoundland  with  five  good  ships." 

The  fii*st  record  relating  to  the  Manwarings  in  this  country  of  which 
we  have  knowledge,  bcmrs  date  Novembers,  1664,  when  Joshua  Ray- 
mond purchased  house,  home  lot  and  other  land  in  New  London  belong- 
ing to   "  Mr.  William  Thomson,  missionary  to  the  Indians  near  New 
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London,''  for  Oliver  Manwaring  his  brother-in-law.  A  part  of  this 
purchase  still  remains  in  the  name,  being  owned  by  R.  A.  Manwaring, 
M.  D.,  a  lineal  descendant,  and  has  never  been  alienated.  It  is  one  of 
the  finest  situations  in  the  city,  commanding  a  beautiful  view  of  the 
harbor  and.  Long  Island  sound. 

Whether  Olivkb'  Manwaring  had  tlien  just  arrived,  or  had  previously 
been  an  inhabitant  of  the  colony,  is  unknown.  His  wife  wns  Ilannuli, 
the  daughter  of  Richard  Raymond,  who  was  made  a  freeman  at  Salem, 
Mass.,  1684,  afterwards  removed  to  Norwalk,  and  thence,  in  1064,  to 
Saybrook.  Hannah  was  baptized  at  Salem,  February,  1G43.  The  date 
of  their  marriage  is  unknown.  She  united  witli  Mr.  Hnulstreel^s  churah 
in  New  London  in  1671,  and  four  of  their  children,  all  daughters,  were 
baptized  September  10,  in  that  year.  They  had  ten  children.  Oliykr* 
Manwaring  died  November  8,  1728,  nearly  90  years  of  age.  Hannah 
died  December  18,  1717,  aged  74.  His  will  was  dated  March  15,  1721, 
and  all  his  children  were  living  at  that  time.  He  bequeathed  to  his 
grandson,  John  Richards,  among  others  things,  '*  that  bond  which  I  had 
from  my  nephew  Oliver  Manwaring  in  England."  The  Alauwurings 
who  settled  in  the  vicinity  jof  New  London,  are  said  to  have  been  noted 
for  a  sanguine  temperament,  resolution,  impetuosity,  and  a  certain  degree 
of  obstinacy.  They  were  lovers  of  discussion  and  good  cheer.  A  florid 
complexion,  piercing  black  eyes  and  dark  hair  are  described  as  personal 
traits,  which  are  still  represented  in  their  descendants. 

Richard,'  the  fifth  child  and  oldest  son,  was  baptized  July  13,  1G78. 
He  married  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Richard  Jennings,  May  25,  1710. 
They  had  seven  children.  No  record  is  preserved  of  the  death  of  either 
of  them,  but  the  inventory  of  his  estate  was  taken  May  10,  1763,  and 
probably  indicates  the  correctness  of  the  tradition,  that  ho  lived  to  the 
age  of  90. 

Chbistophkr,^  the  sixth  child  and  youngest  son,  was  born  September 
1,  1722,  and  married  Deborah — born  December  9,  1722 — daughter  of 
Robert  Denison,  January  31,  1745.  They  had  thirteen  children.  He 
died  in  1801,  aged  79,  and  his  will  was  proved  May  8,  of  that  year.  His 
wife  survived  him,  and  died  March  22,  1816,  in  her  94th  year. 

ROBBBT,*  the  oldest  child  of  Christopher  and  Deborah,  was  born 
December  16,  1745,  and  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Captain  James 
Rogers,  October  8, 1772,  and  by  her  had  seven  children.  His  wife  died 
August  31,  1798,  aged  57,  and  was  buried  in  New  Ijondon.  He  was 
twice  married  afterwards,  having  one  child  by  each  wife.  Robert  Man- 
waring was  a  man  of  good  information,  and  strong  character.  He  was 
for  many  years  a  deacon  of  the  church  in  New  London,  and  removed  to 
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North  Parish,  now  Monty ille,  in  1799,  and  to  Norwich,  Conn.,  in  1800, 
where  he  died  March  24,  1807,  aged  61  years.  He  was  buried  in  the 
old  yard  in  Norwich  town. 

Fannt,s  the  third  child  of  Roliert  and  Elizabeth,  was  bom  NoTember 
6,  1776,  and  married,  first,  Joshua  Caulkins,  1792;  second,  Philemon 
Haven,  Seplcmbcr  18,  1807.  The  news  of  the  death  of  her  young 
husband  came  to  Mrs.  Caulk  ins  before  (he  birth  of  her  daughter  Frances 
and  at  19  years  of  age  she  found  herself  a  widow  with  two  children.  She 
had  never  leil  the  paternal  roof,  and  most  of  the  time  of  her  widowhood 
was  spent  in  the  family  of  her  father,  Robert  Manwaring. 

IT.ivinp;  thus  briefly  traced  the  ancestry  of  Miss  Caulkins  in  both 
branflic!<,  from  their  first  settlement  in  New  England,  t)io  further  object 
of  this  sketch  will  lie  to  »note  briefly  some  of  the  more  interesting 
events  of  her  life,  and  the  striking  beauties  and  excellences  of  her 
character. 

During  the  year  1 806,  she  became  the  pupil  of  Rev.  Joshua  Williams, 
who  taught  a  select  school  for  young  ladies  on  the  green  in  Norwich 
town,  and  though  only  eleven  years  of  age,  she  appreciated  and  improved 
the  advantages  enjoyed  under  this  excellent  teacher.  He  was  an  accom- 
plished, Christian  gentleman,  of  fine  taste  and  literary  culture,  and  she 
always  retained  the  pleasantest  recollections  of  him,  and,  indeed,  revered 
his  memory.  As  an  illustration  of  that  untiring  industry  and  love  for 
vftlimblo  information  which  characterized  her  entire  life,  we  may  mention 
that  while  attending  this  school,  and  before  she  had  entered  her  twelflh 
year,  she  patiently  wrote  out  from  memory  a  volume  of  educational 
lectures  as  they  were  delivered,  from  week  to  week.  The  elements  of 
scifrnce  which  she  acquired  at  this  time  weru  the  foundation  of  all  her 
future  knowledj^e  and  attainments^  in  literature ;  for,  with  occasional 
opportunities  of  instrnetion  from  the  best  tearhers,  flic  was  yet  in  a  great 
measure  self-tanrjht ;  nnd  when  once  aided  in  the  rudiments  of  a  study 
or  language  would,  herself,  make  all  the  progress''  she  desired.  She  was 
an  insatiable  reader,  and  it  might  almost  be  said  that  when  very  young 
she  devoured  every  bi»ok  that  came  within  her  reach.  While  she  enjoyed 
fiction  an<l  works  of  a  lighter  character,  her  taste  for  solid  reading  was 
early  developed,  and  at  eleven  years  of  age  she  was  familiar  with  the 
English  translation  of  the  Iliad  and  Odyssey,  and  the  thoughts  of  the 
standard  English  writers  of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries 
entered  into  and  gave  a  cjist  to  her  expanding  mind.  The  germ  of  the  stroiig 
love  for  historical  literature  which  characterized  her  later  life  was  seen 
occasionally  in  her  early  years.  At  one  time,  when  only  ahout  ten  years 
old,  she  was  missed  while  visiting  at  the  house  of  a  relative,  and  afler 
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much  search  was  found  seated  on  an  unused  loom  in  the  garret,  deeply 
absorbed  in  reading  the  history  of  Connecticut.  As  might  be  expected, 
such  a  young  person  was  a  great  favorite,  not  only  among  her  juvf  uile 
acquaintances,  but  with  older  [)ersons  who  could  appreciate  her  talents 
and  maturity  of  mind.  Often  would  her  young  friends  gather  around  her 
and  beg  her  to  tell  them  a  story ;  and  then,  with  a  sweet  and  animated 
countenance,  she  would  commence  the  recital  of  some  tale  of  romantic 
interest,  reproduced  perhaps  from  her  reading,  or,  not  unfrequcntly, 
drawn  from  her  own  imagination.  These  recitals  carried  captive  her 
youthful  audience,  and  invariably  won  their  admiration  and  frequently 
their  boisterous  applause. 

In  1811  and  '12,  Miss  Nancy  M.  Hyde,  and  Miss  Lydia  lluntlcyi 
afterwards  Mrs.  Sigourney,  were  teaching  a  young  ladies'  school  in 
Norwich,  and  she  enjoyed  the  superior  advantages  thus  afforded  for  a 
time,  entering  their  school  September,  1811.  A  hook  written  in  that 
school  and  preserved  by  her,  contains  her  first  composition ;  the  subject 
was  ''Antiquities."  These  ladies  were  both  persons  of  superior  literary 
taste  and  culture,  and  doubtless  exercised  a  very  favonilile  indueiice  on 
her  mind.  Miss  Huntley  removed  to  Hartford  in  1815,  and  married  Mr. 
Charles  Sigourney,  June  16,  1819,  and  until  her  death,  June  10,  18G5, 
remained  a  very  warm  friend  and  frequent  correspondent  of  IMi.-s  Caul- 
kins.  Miss  Hyde  died  Afarch  26,  1816.  A  volume  of  her  letters,  &c., 
published  after  her  death,  contains  a  poetical  tribute  to  her  memory  from 
her  former  pupil. 

Frances  evinced  a  remarkable  aptitude  for  the  acquisition  of  languages. 
She  enjoyed  the  advantage  pi'  instruction  only  a  short  time,  but  with 
patient  private  study  she  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  Latin,  and 
was  able  to  re^d  and  teach  both  that  language  and  the  French  with  facil- 
ity and  acceptance.  She  spent  some  time  in  the  family  of  lie  v.  1x3  vi 
Nelson,  of  Lisbon,  in  1825,  for  the  special  purpose  of  advancing  her 
knowledge  of  Latin,  aiul  took  lessons  in  the  French  language,  of  M.  Itoux, 
a  native  and  accomplished  teacher  of  that  tongue,  who  then  resided  in 
Norwich.  Later  in  Life,  while  living  in  New  York,  she  pursued  the  study 
of  German,  and  under  the  instructions  of  Maroncelli,  an  eminent  political 
exile,  gained  such  a  knowledge  of  Italian,  as  enabled  her  to  read  Dante 
and  Tasso  in  the  original. 

Never  having  been  permitted  to  look  upon  the  face  of  her  own  father, 
her.  knowledge  of  parental  affection  came  only  through  her  step-father, 
and  to  him  she  was  tenderly  and  deservedly  attached ;  and  her  affection 
was  thoroughly  reciprocated.  His  death,  which  t0(»k  place  Nov.  12,  1819, 
left  her  mother  again  a  widow,  with  three  young  children  and  limited 
means.  Having  before  this  been  occasionally  employed  in  teaching  small 
sdiools,  Frances  now  determined  to  support  herself,  and  if  necessary  aid 
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her  mother.  On  the  4tli  of  January,  1820,  she  opened  a  select  school  for 
young  ladi(*8  in  Norwich-town.  As  her  tsilent  for  teaching  was  devel- 
o[)e(l,  her  sclkolars  increuscd,  and  the  school  acquired  an  excellent  reputa- 
tion and  was  well  sustained  for  nine  years.  In  1829,  she  accepted  an 
invitation  from  the  trustees  of  the  female  academy  at  New  London,  to 
tako  charge  of  that  institution.  She  was  invited  hack  to  Norwich  city — 
or  Chelsea,  as  it  was  then  culled — in  1832,  and  was  principal  of  the  acad- 
emy tliere,  with  a  large  numher  of  pupils,  until  the  close  of  the  year 
1834,  when  she  relinquished  finally  the  duties  of  u  teacher. 

During  these  fiRecn  years  she  ha<l  under  her  charge  nearly  400  differ- 
ent young  ladies  ;  many  of  whom  are  still  living  and  retain  a  very  pleas- 
ant remembrance  of  their  school-days  and  a  strong  personal  attachment 
Ui  Iheir  inslnir.lor.  Among  her  jnipils  wen^  the  lamented  wives  of  Sona- 
toiv  AnUy/.  Ilnntington  and  William  A.  Buckingham;  and  three daughtera 
of  Chnrleii  Lathrop,  afterwards  missionaries  to  India.  Very  many  of  her 
pupils  became  themselves  teachers,  and  others,  as  wives  of  clergymen  and 
laymen  in  positions  of  respeclabililj'  and  honor,  have  so  conducted  them- 
s«dve8,  that,  as  a  teacher,  we  may  say  of  her,  in  the  words  of  Scripture : 
'*  Let  her  own  works  praise  her." 

The  3'ear  f«»llowing  the  dose  of  her  school  she  spent  in  visiting  her 
friends  and  in  re«:reation.  In  the  spring  of  1836  she  went  to  New  York 
and  rt'sided  in  the  family  of  her  cousin,  David  II.  Nevins,  until  May, 
1842,  when  she  remov(;d  to  New- London  and  found  a  home  in  the  family 
of  tlic  writer  mitil  the  day  of  her  death. 

She  oarly  manifested  an  unusual  talent  for  versification  as  well  as  for 
prose  writing,  and  although  enc:>uraged  by  the  advice  and  approbation  of 
(Vienilssln*  declined  to  tlinist  herself  forward  into  notice  by  ofTering  the  pro- 
ductions of  her  pen  to  the  public  prints.  Among  her  manuscripts  are  many 
fugitive  pieces  of  poetry  without  date,buu  evidently  written  in  early  life.  The 
fii*st,  in  ap])areiitly  the  oldest  Iwok,  is  entitled  the  "  Indian  Harp,"  and 
would  do  credit  to  her  later  years.  The  fonrlh  in  order,  in  this  book,  is  a 
long  poem  on  '*  Thanksgiving,**  and  the  only  one  dated.  This  is  stated  to 
have  been  written  in  1814.  One  earlier  piece  only  has  been  found,  and 
that  is  on  a  loose  sIk  eJ,  dated  Oct.  26,  1813,  and  entitled  "The  Gerani- 
uni's  Complaint." 

A  co?i8lderal)le  portion  of  the  time,  from  1812  to  1819,  while  her 
mother  resided  in  Norwich,  she  spent  pleasantly  in  the  family  of  her  uncle, 
Christopher  Manwiring,  at  New  London,  lie  had  recently  erectf^d  a  fine 
»Mansion,  on  the  beautiful  grounds  which  he  had  inherited  from  his  ances- 
tors, and  was  a  gentleman  of  literary  taste  and  cultivation.  He  was  a 
great  admirer  of  Pope,  Johnson,  and  the  old  English  authors.  He  had  a 
good  library,  and  being  of  kind  and  winning  manners,  it  is  not  strange 
that  a  strong  mutual  attachment  grew  up  between  them,  and  that  he  be- 
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came  very  fond  of  the  society  of  bis  niece,  and  proud  of  her  talents.  He 
was  a  great  friend  of  Madison,  and  an  early  admirer  of  General  Jacktson. 
The  flrst  of  hor  writings,  now  known  to  have  been  printed,  ap|)canid  in 
the  Connecticut  Gazette j  April  17,  1816,  addressed  to  the  hero  of  New 
Orleans.  The  contributor  acknowledges  that  he  stole  it  from  the  ^  fair 
tyro,"  and  no  author's  name  is  attached. 

Her  contributions  to  .the  local  papers  of  New  Liondou  have  been  very 
numerous,  and  with  any  striking  event  in  the  domestic  history  of  the 
place,  or  with  the  decease  of  any  aged  or  distinguished  person,  its  citizens 
were  suie  to  be  favored  with  an  interesting  article,  in  which  passing  events 
were  so  interwoven  with  previous  history  as  to  command  tlie  attention  of 
all  classes  of  readers.  During  the  past  few  years  quite  a  number  of  in- 
habitants of  that  city  have  been  able  to  notice  the  fiflieth  anniversary  of 
their  marriage.  She  was  sure  to  be  a  welcome  guest  at  all  such  gather- 
ings, and  her  congratulatory  lines  were  ever  re^^arded  as  a  golden  present. 
Holding  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer,  choice  thoughts  flowed  in  chaste  and 
beautiful  worus,  whether  in  prose  or  poetry,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say, 
that  only  her  own  modesty  and  humility  prevented  her  from  coming  be- 
fore the  world  and  claiming  a  position  among  the  distinguished  writers  of 
the  day. 

It  will  be  proper,  in  this  connection,  to  speak  of  her  publi.'^hed  works 
and  contributions  to  the  religious  and  historical  literature  of  the  country. 
During  her  res^idvmce  in  New  York,  she  was  intimately  acquainted  with 
Rev.  Messrs.  Ilallock  and  Cook,  secretaries  of  the  Americim  Tract  Soci- 
ety. In  1835,  that  society  published  a  premium  tract  entitled,  *'  I^  your 
Children  reverence  the  Sabbath  ?"  and  the  following  year,  "The  Pequot 
of  a  Hundred  Years,"  lK>th  from  her  pen,  and  of  which  they  have  issued 
1,058,000  copies.  She  next  prepared  for  them,  in  1841,  "  Children  of 
the  Bible,"  all  in  verse  and  original;  and  in  184G,  "  Child's  Flymn- 
Book,"  partly  a  compilation.  In  1847,  she  furnished  the  "  Tract  Primer," 
one  of  the  most  popular  and  useful  books  ever  published  by  that  society. 
They  have  printed  800,000  copies  of  it  in  English,  and  246,000  luive 
been  published  in  German  and  other  European  languages.  The  society, 
at  a  meeting  of  their  publishing  committee,  April  23,  1;J49,  by  voie  in- 
vited her  to  prepare  a  suitable  series  of  lK)oks  for  children  and  youth,  to 
follow  the  Primer.  In  compliance  with  this  request,  she  furnished  six 
volumes  of  *^  Bible-Studies,"  forming  an  illustrative  commentary  on  the 
whole  Scriptures,  and  showing  accurate  scholarship  and  biblical  research, 
interesting  to  the  young,  but  full  of  valuable  information  for  all  who  love 
the  word  of  God.  She  was  five  years  (from  1854  to  1859)  in  preparing 
this  series,  and  contributed  to  the  society,  in  1861,  one  more  work,  enti- 
tled '*  Eve  and  her  Daughters,"  being  sketches  of  the  distinguished  wo- 
men of  the  Bible  in  verse.     She  was  also,  up  to  tlie  close  of  her  life,  a 
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frequent  contributor  to  their  '*  American  Messenger,"  furnishing  them, 
but  one  week  before  her  death,  '*  The  A^ed  Emigrant*' — a  few  verses  of 
poetry — the  last  line  being  ''A  Stepping-stone  to  Heaven." 

A  deep  sense  of  religious  obligation  pervaded  her  entire  life,  and  was 
never  lost  sight  of  in  her  literary  labors.  An  ardent  thirst  for  knowl- 
edge, so  deep  as  to  amount  to  an  almost  insatiable  craving,  early  took 
possession  of  her  soul,  and  she  could  only  be  satisfied  as  she  gathered  and 
stored  up  the  wisdom  of  the  past.  With  a  deep  veneration  for  the  piety 
and  principles  of  our  Puritan  forefathers,  she  loved  to  linger  among  the 
graves  and  written  records  of  thoir  lives  and  dcccls;  and,  like  *'  Old  Mor 
tality,"  she  recovered  many  an  almost  obliterated  tomb-stone,  and  pre- 
served its  story  from  oblivion.  Nearly  every  burial  place  in  the  county 
wnK  personally  examined,  and  any  stone  of  great  ago  or  special  interest 
was  faithfully  transcribed.  Doubtless  all  these  researches  into  the  records 
*  of  the  past,  whether  in  town  or  church-book^,  or  on  tomb-stones,  were 
in  accordance  with  her  natural  tastes  ;  still  we  believe  that  something  of 
the  feeling  which  animated  Walter  Scotfs  hero  was  ever  present  with 
her.  She  would  not  let  the  worthy  and  pious  dead  pass  out  of  mind,  nor 
allow  the  good  deeds  of  our  ancestors  to  be  forgotten,  so  far  as  any  labor 
that  she  could  perform  might  prevent  it. 

Something  from  the  mass  of  historical  and  genealogical  information 
whicli  she  had  accumulated,  was  first  given  to  the  public  in  the  form  of  a 
history  of  the  town  of  Norwich,  in  1845.  It  was  a  book  of  360  pages, 
with  some  local  illustrations,  and  was  well  received  and  appreciated  by 
the  public  In  1852,  she  publisiied  a  larger  work,  The  History  of  New 
Ix)nd()n,  of  672  pages.  This  was  very  carefully  and  thoroughly  pre- 
pared, and  won  nisiny  commendations  from  distinguished  scholars  and 
antiquarians.  In  1800,  some  of  the  volumes  of  this  history  being  still  in 
sheets,  twenty  pages  were  added  and  bound  up  with  the  original  book, 
ihijrt  giving  eight  years  additional  records.  Iler  materials  having  greatly 
increased  since  the  is^uc  of  the  first  history  of  Norwich,  and  the  edition 
being  out  of  print,  she  re-wrote  the  entire  work,  and  a  new  volume  of 
700  pajjes  was  given  to  the  public  in  1866. 

Miss  Canlkins  had  now  become  widely  known  to  many  of  the  leading 
writers,  particularly  of  antiquarian  tastes,  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. Edward  Everett,  Robert  C.  Winlhrop,  George  Bancroft  and  others 
frequently  corresponded  with  her,  and  acknowledged  her  ability  and  ac- 
curacy. The  late  Sylvester  Judd,  of  Northampton,  and  the  Hon.  James 
Savage,  of  Boston,  fully  appreciated  her  historical  knowledge,  and 
often  availed  themselves  of  her  stores  of  information  respecting  the 
early  colonists  of  New  England,  lloger  S.  Baldwin  and  llenry  White  of 
New  Haven  were  among  those  who  highly  esteemed  her  works ;  and  the 
latter,  in  a  letter   under  date  of  June  3,  1864,  referring  to  the  history  of 
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New  London,  writes : — *'  I  have  met  with  no  town  history  which,  in  my 
judgment,  is  quite  equal  to  it."  Rev.  Dr.  Sprague,  of  Albany,  in  very 
complimentary  terms,  says  : — "  I  imagine  there  are  few  in  our  country,  of 
either  sex,  whose  opinion  or  accuracy  in  respect  to  the  past  is  as  good  as 
yours."  She  was  elected  to  honorary  and  corresponding  membership  by 
several  eminent  societies,  which  appreciated  her  historical  researches  and 
accumulated  antiquarian  lore.  She  was  the  only  woman  upon  whom 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  conferred  that  honor. 

Justice  to  the  religious  element  in  her  character  requires  some  more 
paiticular  notice  of  her  views  and  feelings  on  the  great  question  of  im- 
mortality, and  fitness  for  the  life  which  is  to  come.  It  is  very  evident 
from  her  early  writings  that  she  fully  accepted  and  believed  the  main  doc- 
trines of  the  Scriptures  as  they  were  received  and  held  by  her  Puritan 
ancestors.  She  was  profoundly  impressed  with  a  sense  of  her  accounta- 
bility to  God,  and  the  responsibility  which  ever  rested  upon  her  to  use 
the  talents  which  He  had  given  her  to  His  own  honor  and  glory. 
Amidst  her  highest  aspirations,  she  retained  a  prevailing  sense  of  sub- 
jection to  the  Divine  Will.  The  great  doctrines  of  religion  were  espe- 
cially the  subject  of  anxious  thought  and  solemn  reflection,  from  1826  to 
1831.  During  the  latter  year  the  deep  yearnings  of  her  soul  for  a  knowl- 
edge of  God  was  satisfied.  Under  the  preaching  of  Rev.  Dr.  McEwen, 
for  54  years  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  New  Loudon,  her  heart  became 
deeply  touched  with  a  sense  of  personal  sinfulness  and  need  of  a  divine 
saviour ;  and  she  publicly  acknowledged  her  deliverance  from  doubts  and 
fears,  and  her  confidence  in  Jesus  as  her  Redeemer,  by  a  public  profes- 
sion of  her  faith  and  union  with  the  First  •Church,  July  5,  1831.  The 
exercises  of  her  mind  were  of  a  peculiarly  interesting  character,  and  from 
a  state  of  gloom  and  doubt  she  emerged  into  a  hopeful  light,  and  laid 
hold  on  truth  with  a  calm  and  cheerful  faitli  which  abided  with  her  to  the 
end.  She  immediately  engaged  in  Sunday-School  work,  and  gave  some 
time  each  week  to  regular  Biblical  study  with  her  own  school.  In  removing 
to  Norwicli  she  became  ex)nuected  with  the  Second  Congregational  Church 
there,  and,  while  in  New  York,  united  with  the  Mercer-street  Presbyte- 
rian Church.  After  taking  up  her  permanent  abode  at  New  Loudon,  she 
transferred  her  connection  to  the  Second  Congregational  Church  in  that 
city,  in  February,  1843.  Ever  ready  for  good  words  and  works,  cheer- 
fully cooperating  with  fellow  Cliristians  (especially  as  secretary  of  the 
Ladies'  Seamen's  Friend  Society  for  more  than  twenty  years),  she  will 
ever  be  remembered  in  the  community  in  which  she  spent  the  last  years 
of  her  life,  as  worthy  of  the  commendation  which  her  Master  bestowed 
upon  one  of  whom  he  said,  '^  She  hath  done  what  she  could ;"  words 
which  her  pastor  appropriately  used  as  the  text  of  a  memorial  sermon, 
Feb  14, 1869. 


MEMOIR.  ZIX 

In  the  sninmer  of  18G6,  she  was  brought  by  a  long  and  slow  fever 
very  near  the  gate:<  of  death.  The  second  edition  of  her  history  of 
Norwich  had  just  gone  into  ihe  printer's  hand8,  and  the  last  proofs  bad 
bf?<*n  corrected,  when  her  frame,  for  many  years  feeble  and  frail,  yielded  . 
like  a  strained  bow,  and  fell  withered  and  almost  broken.  Fully  con- 
scious of  licr  condition,  and  willing  to  go  if  the  Master  called,  she  had,  at 
that  timp,  a  strong  desire  to  remain  longer  among  her  friends,  and  said 
to  a  dear  relative:  "While  i  would  be  resigned,  yet  my  prayer  is 
*  Spare  me  that  I  may  recover  strength  before  I  go  hence  and  be  no 
more.'"  That  prayer  was  graciously  answered.  She  slowly  regained  a 
comfortable  measure  of  health  and  strength,  and  was  able  to  resume  light 
literary  labors,  which  were  continued  until  the  last  week  of  her  life. 
Never  iwssossiiig  a  strong  physical  frame,  and  very  oft^Mi  sulforinjj  from 
weakness  and  pain,  yet  she  was  ever  cheerful  and  plt>asant,  and  by  her 
animated  countenance,  her  chaste  and  intelligent  conversation,  shed  a 
fragrant  incense  upon  those  into  whose  society  she  was  thrown.  Like 
many  other  cultivated  minds  who  rise  far  above  the  ordinary  level  of 
those  around  them,  her  private  papers  show  that  she  was  sometimes 
touched  in  her  inner  life  with  a  shade  of  sadness,  almost  of  melancholy, 
and  especially  felt,  as  others  of  the  most  faithful  have  often  done,  that 
she  had  accomplished  but  very  little. 

A  large  mass  of  historical  information  and  genealogical  notes,  and 
hundreds  of  pages  of  moral  and  religious  prose,  remain  among  her 
manuscripts.  Many  of  her  poetical  effusions  relating  to  the  private 
affairs  of  family  and  life  arc  now  exposed,  for  the  first  time,  to  the 
eyes  of  her  friends ;  but  the  most  precious  jiapers  to  tliera  nre  a  number 
of  pieces  written,  apparently,  within  a  few  months  preceding  her  death,  in 
which  her  muse  seems  almost  to  have  been  inspired  ;  for  her  tliemes  are 
of  the  coming  life,  then  so  near  that  its  beauties  and  its  glories  were 
already  opened  to  her  gaze. 

A  large  collection  of  autographs — many  of  them  not  names  alone, 
but  letters  of  distinguished  men  and  women,  attest  her  interest  in  that 
department  of  antiquarian  research  ;  and  a  valuable  a^:so^tment  of  ancient 
and  modern  coins  had  been  assiduously  gathered  durinpr  the  last  fifty 
years.  Specimens  of  continental  currency,  with  many  curious  and  rare 
pamphlets,  and  sermons  of  ancient  date,  have  been  treasured  u]),  and  the 
peculiar  issues  of  corporate,  state  and  governmental  paper,  representing 
fractional  parts  of  a  dollar,  which  were  so  general  in  the  early  years  of 
the  late  war,  have  been  to  a  good  extent  preserved  in  a  specimen  book. 

While  no  high  rank  is  claimed  for  her  among  ihe  poets  of  the  country, 
yet  many  of  the  productions  of  her  pen,  both  in  measure  and  ihyme, 
have  commanded  rcs]>ect,  and  in  some  cases  admiration.  Two  or  three 
short  pieces,  believed  to  have  been  written  not  long  before  her  death. 
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have  .been  selected  from  many  unpublished  sheets,  and  are  printed  at  the 
close  of  this  memoir,  and  one  on  the  '*  IjOSs  of  the  Atlantic,"  which  was 
extensively  copied  on  its  firat  appearance,  is  reprinted. 

The  results  of  her  years  of  antiquarian  and  gcnealo«;iciii  laliors, 
have  only  been  given  in  part  to  the  public  Her  relatives  have  a  large 
mass  of  manuscripts  which  ihey  prize,  not  only  for  their  intrinsic  value, 
but  as  memoriids  of  her  diligent  and  patient  industry.  It  will  give  them 
pleasure,  as  it  ever  did  the  deceased,  lo  communicate  any  information 
they  possess  especially  to  all  who  love  to  search  for  their  own  ancestry 
among  those  of  whom  it  was  well  said,  two  hundred  years  ago,  *'  God 
siAed  a  whole  nation  that  he  might  send  choice  grain  over  into  this 
wilderness.'*' 

It  only  now  remains  to  ;}peak  of  the  closing  scenes  of  her  life.  During 
the  early  part  of  the  winter  of  1868-'()9,  she  enjoyed  a  comfortable 
measure  of  health,  and  on  Sunday,  January  24,  attended  divine  service 
in  the  morning.  The  day  was  very  beautiful,  and  she  walked,  without 
any  apparent  fatigue,  to  the  old  Universalist  Church  on  Main  street, 
where  the  Second  Congi*egational  Church  were  then  worshiping.  The 
vail  which  hangs  over  the  future  is,  wisely,  so  dark  that  we  cannot  pierce 
its  folds,  and  no  intimation  of  the  near  approach  of  the  messenger  of 
death  was  given  to  her  friends.  A  sudden  cold,  which  fastened  itself 
upon  her  lungs  the  last  week  in  January,  she  had  not  the  physical  vigpr 
to  overcome.  On  Monday,  February  1st,  while  still  with  sufficient 
strength  to  pass  into  an  adjoining  room,  she  said  to  the  writer,  ^  I  should 
suffer  greatly  with  my  little  flesh  from  a  long  sickness,  and  I  do  not 
believe  it  will  be  appointed  unto  me."  This  pleasant  testimony  of  her 
child-like  faith  is  gratefully  remembered.  Pier  friends  did  not  then  consider 
her  situation  critical.  Her  open  bible  on  the  morning  of  Feb.  2d  showed 
her  reading  the  previous  evening  to  have  been  in  the  Psalms.  The  1 1 6th 
one  of*  the  Jewish  '^  Ilallel,"  usually  supposed  to  have  been  sung  at  the 
institution  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  commencing  '*!  love  the  I^)rd  because 
He  hath  heard  the  voice  of  my  supplications,"  was  on  the  open  page,  and 
was,  perhaps,  the  Imt  words  she  ever  read.  The  verse  in  this  Psalm, 
*'  Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  His  saints,"  we  fully 
believe  was  speedily  realized  in  her  case.  During  Tuesday,  February 
2d,  her  breathing  was  painful,  and  she  was  confined  tp  her  bed.  As  the 
day  passed,  however,  her  sufferings  were  alleviated,  and  friends  fondly 
hoped  that  the  illness  was  only  temporary.  But  it  was  the  last  day  of 
earth,  and  as  evening  came  on,  she  was  sensibly  failing.  With  slow  and 
painful  utterance  she  said  a  few  words  in  conversation  with  a  dear 
relative,  indicating  that  deep  love  for  the  Ix)rd  and  His  truth  which  had 
long  been  interwoven  into  her  very  being.  Several  of  l\ie  beautiful 
hymns  she  loved  were  quoted  to  her,  and  she  herself  mentioned  that 
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noble  old  one  of  Charles  Weslejr's,  **  A  charge  to  keep  I  have,**  as  her 
favorite.  And  no  wonder  she  loved  that  hymn,  for  the  sentiments  it 
expresses  had  guided  her  whole  life.  Among  the  Scriptures  quoted,  her 
•  mind  rested  on  the  first  chapter  of  St  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews, 
^  How  noble,  how  grand."  But  the  organs  of  the  weak,  physical  frame 
had  nearly  done  their  appointed  work.  She  sank  gradually  into  a  quiet 
sleep,  and  early  on  Wednesday  morning,  February  3,  1869,  the  spirit 
passed  peacefully  from  the  mortal  clay,  and  returned  to  Him  who  gave  it. 
The  funeral  services  at  her  late  residence  were  conducted  by  her 
pastor,  the  Rev.  6.  B.  Wilcox.  The  favorite  hymn  of  which  she  spoke 
a  few  hours  before  her  death  was  sung.  At  the  grave  the  beautiful 
burial  service  of  the  Episcopal  Church  was  read  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Field, 
and  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery.  When 
this  lovely  spot  wa*'  consecrated,  October  8,  1851,  she  wrote  a  hymn  of 
dedication,  in  which  these  sweet  lines  are  found  : 

"  The  clay  that  once  a  soul  possessed 

Is  not  a  common  clod ; 
O  leave  in  sacred  pcticc  to  rest 

The  workmanship  of  God." 

And  there  wo  left  the  ''  natural  body,"  sown  in  full  faith  that  it  shall  be 
raised  a  "  spiritual  body." 

Her  pastor  preached  a  memorial  discourse  Sunday,  February  14,  from 
the  words,  **  She  hntli  done  what  she  could."  Tlie  inner  workings  of  her 
spiritual  life  were  brought  out  very  fully  in  this  sermon,  which  was 
afterwsircls  printed  for  circulation  among  friends. 

No  words  of  eulogy  are  intended  in  this  brief  memoir.  Though 
written  by  the  hand  of  a  loving  relative,  who  enjoyed  with  her  long  years 
of  pleasant  home  associations,  and  who  can  testify  to  a  cheerful  daily  life, 
such  as  is  seldom  seen,  yet  great  cnre  has  been  taken  to  record  only 
incidents  and  events  which  would  interest  friends,  and  not  to  introduce 
extracts  from  her  journals  and  ])Ci*sonal  reminiscences  which  would  be  of 
a  private  nature,  and  contrary  to  the  refined  tii8t<3  of  the  deceased.  Her 
<'linra<!ter  may  be  briefly  ontlinod  in  these  words,  "She  loved  the  past, 
enjoyed  the  present,  was  hopeful  in  the  future." 

The  high  esteem  in  which  Miss  Caulkins  was  held  wherever  she  was 
known  found  expression  in  various  forms  as  soon  as  her  death  was 
announced.  Letters  of  sympathy  came  to  her  relatives  from  numerous 
personal  friends,  who  loved  her  for  all  that  she  had  been  to  them  as  a 
pure,  holy,  Christian  woman,  and  also  from  those  who  knew  her  less,  but 
honored  and  respected  her  talents.  As  no  other  memoir  of  her  life  will, 
probably,  be  published,  it  has  been  deemed   proper  to  append  to  this 


XXll  MBMOIB. 

sketch  some  of  these  letters,  with  the  tributes  of  personal  regard  pab- 
liahed  in  a  local  daily  paper  by  the  pastors  of  the  two  Ccmgregational 
charches  in  New  London. 

.  If  any  person  should  feel  that  such  testimonials  are  hardly  in  place  in 
thb  Tolume,  the  excuse  must  be,  that  this  is  the  only  form  in  which  they 
would,  probably,  be  permanently  preserved. 

A  notice  of  the  death  of  Miss  Caulkins  was  communicated  to  friends 
immediately  after  her  decease  in  the  ^  In  Memoriam,"  which  follows  in 

/llC-«ftlltl/«. 
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Bidd. 


In  New  London,  Conn.,  Wetlnesday  morning,  Fob.  3(1, 
1869,  after  a  brief  illness,  at  the  residence  of  her  brother, 
Henry  P.  Haven,  Fbamoks  Mamwarino  Caulkins. 

*'  We  watched  her  breathing  through  the  night, 

Her  breathing  soft  and  low, 
As  in  her  breast  the  wave  of  life 

Kept  heaving  to  and  fro. 

**  When  came  the  mom  so  dim  and  sad. 

And  chill  with  early  showers. 
Her  quiet  eyelids  closed ;  she  had 

Another  mom  than  ours." 


MB  MO  I  It, 


that,  she  arose  quickly  and  came  nnto  Him."  Very 
gently  and  kindly  dealt  the  grim  messenger  with 
onr  beloved  sister.  Ho  laid  his  hands  softly  on  her 
eyes  and  bade  her  weary  form  rest  in  sleep, — and 
so  he  did  his  work.  Peacefully,  calmly,  as  an 
infant  reclines  upon  its  mother,  she  laid  her  head 
on  Jesus'  breast  and  gently  breathed  her  life  away. 
We  watched  each  weakening  pulse  and  shortening 
breath,  and  seemed  to  hear  her  say,  "Let  me 
go  for  the  day  brcaketh."  And  the  angels  that 
wait  around  the  dying  bed  of  each  departing  saint. 
Cook  the  immortal  spirit  all  redeemed,  and  purified 
in  the  precious  blood  of  Christ,  and  ere  the  sun 
had  risen  upon  the  earth,  they  bore  it  in  the  char- 
iot of  Israel  up  to  the  celestial  gates,  and  entered 
the  city  "wliich  hath  no  need  of  the  sun,  for  the 
glory  of  God  doth  lighten  it,  and  tlio  Lamb  is  the 
light  thereof." 

Thus  suddenly  our  sister  left  us,  and  though 
we  know  that  He  doeth  all  things  well,  and  that 
the  Saviour's  words,  "  Come  to  me,"  sounded  sweet- 
ly in  her  cars,  yet  wo  cannot  but  mourn  that  the 
light  which  has  so  long  illumined  our  dwelling  with 
its  pleasant,  cheerful  rays,  has  gone  out.  'Tis  true, 
we  believe  tliat  this  light  shines  brighter  in  anoth- 
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er  mansion,  and  wo  know  from  her  recently  writ- 
ten words,  she  was  waiting  for  the  Fatlicr's  Toice, 
.Come  home,':  my  child,  come  home."  Tet  sorrow 
hath  filled  onr  hearts,  for  we  shall  see  her  face  no 
more. 

We  find  among  her  papers  a  few  late  produc- 
tions of  her  pen,  which  had  only  met  her  own 
eye.  The  pare  spirit  seems  in  these  to  have  pluck- 
ed a  coal  of  inspiration  from  the  ,  heavenly  altar ; 
and  burning  with  holy  love  and  a  presentiment  of 
approaching  happiness  in  'heaven,  she  breathes  in 
them  some  of  the  sweetest  strains  of  her  poetic  life. 

One  of  these  (evidently  among  her  latest  efforts,) 
is  here  presented,  under  the  impression  that  it  will 
be  valued  as  a  memorial  by  the  friends  who  re- 
ceive it,  and  with  the  hope  that  its  heavenly  nspi- 
ralions  may  cheer  other  disciples  who  *' meditate 
uix)n  Him  in  the  night  watches." 

H.  P.  H. 
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HYMN  AT  MTONIGIIT. 

Midnight  sproads  hor  mantle  droar, 
Tet  bright  is  my  small  aUnosphero.> 
A  gloam  of  Thy  great  light  I  see, 
My  heart  grows  la.T^  to  take  in  Thee. 

The  stars  are  ont  exchanging  rays, 
In  shining  stillness  teaching  praise : 
I  shine  within  and  Thou  canst  see, 
My  shining  thoiights  are  all  of  Thee. 

I  think  of  Christ,  oar  risen  Lord, 
The  glories  of  the  written  word : 
Doubts,  terrors  and  temptations  flee. 
While  thus  I  meditate  on  Thee. 

The  gloom  that  hid  my  path  gives  way, 
The  clouds  disperse  and  let  in  day; 
Jerusalem  comes  down  to  me. 
While  thus  I  pass  the  time  with  Thee. 

My  heart  is  hot,  my  praises  burn, 
Like  incense  from  creation's  urn: 
My  voice  breaks  forth  like  wind  or  sea. 
And  midnight  shines  with  praise  to  Thoe. 


•  . 
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[The  following  teBtimonials,  roceiTed  br  relattrflt  after  her  death,  are  aelected  ftom 
numeioiu  letters,  as  mentioned  on  page  21.] 

From  Miu  Eioite  B,  Thaieher,  N€»  London,  Ootm, 

I  have  inst  receiyed  the  touching  little  memorial  of  your  beloTod  filter,  whoae 
death  her  large  circle  of  loving  and  admiring  friends  most  truly  mourn. 

I  feel  that  I  cannot  better  express  my  sympathy  with  you  and  yours  on  this  sad 
occasion  than  by  askine  your  acceptance  of  the  enclosed  lines,  written  some  days  ago, 
which  I  have  kept  until  now,  intending  to  deliver  them  in  person. 

Although  I  am  conscious  that  my  simple  offering  foils  to  do  justice  to  the  gifted 
and  beautiful  character  it  commemorates,  still  I  trust  it  will  find  a  place  in  ^e  hearts 
of  those  to  whom  she  was  so  dear. 

IN  MEMOBIAM 

> 

{  FRANCES  MANWARING  CAULKINS. 


[  I  saw  her  in  her  robe  of  death, 

ft  Yet  scarcely  seemed  she  of  the  dead, 

J  But  in  a  soft  and  gentle  sleep— 

K  Oh,  should  we  mourn?  or  should  we  weepi 

f  When  such  a  soul  to  Qod  hath  sped  I 

[  A  life  so  good,  so  pure,  so  sweet, 

I  So  childliKe  at  her  Saviour's  feet, 

i  So  by  His  precept  led. 

To  live  for  Chnst  1  fbr  Christ  to  die ! 

Such  is  her  gain  eternally. 

f.  I  thought  as  cold  in  death  she  lay. 

And  fnesh-blown  flowers  breathed 
Their  fragrance  o'er  the  unconscious  day, — 
And  friends  came  in  with  noiseless  tread, 
And  reverently  looked  on  the  dead. 
How  oh.  far  all,  the  chaplet  sweet 
Of  poesy, — she'd  wreathed. 

I  I  thought  upon  her  gifted  mind 

Where  treasures  rich  bad  Iain  enshrined — 
The  heart  that  in  that  fragile  form 
Had  ever  beat  with  love  so  warm 

For  all  of  human  kind. 
The  kindling  eve,  the  smile  so  sweet. 
The  voice  we  always  loved  to  greet. 
The  kindly  hand,  Uie  friendly  ear. 
The  words  that  ever  come  to  cheer, 
These  are  the  charms  ttiat  may  not  die 
So  dear  are  they  to  memory. 

Cheerful,  throujp^h  all  her  length  of  years — 
Serene,  amid  lire's  hopes  and  fears — 
She  passed  away  from  mortal  eyes. 
And  now  within  God's  holy  ground 
Is  vet  another  flower-strewn  mound. 
Where  she  from  labor,  care,  and  pain. 
Shall  rest  'till  all  the  dead  arise. 
And  over  that  still,  dreamless  sleep 
Good  angels  sacred  watch  shall  keep. 

Gone  from  among  us !  but  her  name 

Enduring  in  historic  fame. 

Shall  be  our  precious  legacy  I 

More  gifted  minds  her  praise  may  breathe 

Mine  shall  the  heartfelt  tribute  be 

Around  her  honored  name  to  wreathe 

This  offering  of  memory.  E.  H.  T. 
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FVom  Biehard  A,  Wheder,  SUmingUm,  Conn, 

Please  accept  my  grateful  acknowled^ents  for  a  copj  of  the  beantifol  "  Memoriam  " 
of  your  gifted  sister,  Miss  Frances  M.  Canlkins.  From  a  brief  acquaintance  wiUi  hei^, 
and  from  a  somewhat  extended  correspondence  npon  genealogical  and  historical 
matters,  I  had  learned  greatly  to  esteem  and  respect  her.  Her  eeneroas  and  ralaable 
contributions  hare  laid  me  under  the  greatest  obligations,  and  I  shall  ever  cheridi 
her  memory  with  gratitude  and  affection.  Be  assurid  of  my  heartfelt  sorrow  for  her 
death,  and  of  my  tenderest  sympathy  for  you  in  your  great  beieayement 


■  r_  1- 

'FromMrM.  CharUM  CaU,  Nonaichf  Conn, 

As  so  much  that  is  sweet,  and  holy,  and  joyful  mingles  with  erery  thought  of  her — 
it  is  so  easy  to  think  of  her  in  heaven,  for  she  seemed  all  ready  for  the  society  of  the 
blessed — that  I  would  rejoice  while  I  grieye  with  you. 

I  was  greatly  shocked  by  the  suddenness  of  her  decease,  but  could  only  think  of  her 
as  a  released,  rpjoicing  spirit,  going  home,  having,  served  her  precious  Saviour  faithfully 
here,  and  now  permitted  to  go  up  higher,  to  serve  Him  above.    Oh,  what  a  glorious, 
thought  it  is ! 

I  linvQ  tlioiight  much  of  the  time  when  I  was  associated  with  her  daily — and  over 
admired  her  lovely,  cheerful,  Christian  spirit — of  her  life  sirtco,  always  doing  good  to 
others,  ever  active  in  her  charities,  honoring  her  Kodoemer  by  her  consist^t  walk, 
and  giving  pleasure  to  all  by  her  cheerful  goodness. 


From  Miss  Jane  IngersoUt  Springfield,  Mass, 

With  her  lovely  qualities — so  much  sweetness  of  disposition,  united  with  so  much 
intelligence — she  made  her  presence  a  joy  anywhere. 

With  how  much  truth  can  I  say  this  of  her,  when  I  recall  her  past  intercourse  with 
our  family.  Indeed  she  was  so  associated  with  our  joys  and  sorrows,  that  when  the 
news  of  her  death  reached  me  I  felt  as  if  one  belonging  to  us  had  been  taken  away. 


From  Henry  BiU,  Norwich,  Conn, 

Mv  memory  of  Miss  Cnulkins  will  always  be  fresh  and  sweet.  She  was  every- 
body's friend,  and  her  Christ-like  chasactcr  will  live  long  after  she  has  returned  to 
dust. 

May  her  memory  be  cherished  and  her  example  imitated  by  all,  and  may  flowers 
bloom  on  her  grave,  while  she  sweetly  says,  "  Come  to  me  I  " 


From  Rev.  Tryon  Edwards,  D.  D.,  Uagerstown,  Md. 

She  has  passed  away,  but  her  memory  never  will ;  for  those  that  knew  her  best  had 
most  reason  to  feel  that  she  w.os  one  of  the  purest  spirits,  and  one  of  the  most  faithful, 
conscientious  Cliristinns  that  it  is  our  lot  to  meet  with  hero  l>clow.  As  some  one  said 
of  Leighton,  it  makes  the  thought  of  heaven  sweeter  to  know  that  we  shall  meet  such 
there. 


From  William  U.  Starr,  New  London,  Conn. 

Pure,  sympathizing,  and  unselfish,  she  lived  and  labored  more  for  others  than 
herself.  No  child  of  grief  or  misfortune  ever  failed  to  find  in  her  a  kind  and  sincere 
friend,  and  when  her  willing  hands  could  not  reach  the  object  of  her  sympathy,  her 
heart  and  her  pen  never  failed  in  their  purpose.  Ilcr  whole  life  was  one  "  bundle  of 
love"  for  her  neighbor,  in  the  Scriptural  sense  of  the  word.  Her  "  light  was  always 
in  the  window"  for  every  wandering  child  of  misfortune  or  grief  She  was  the  sincere 
and  constant  friend  of  her  race.  Her  heart  created  its  own  atmosphere  of  love  around 
her,  and  it  would  have  been  strange  if  she  hod  not  been  so  universally  beloved  herself, 
as  she  was  by  all  who  knew  her. 

The  Master  whispered  in  her  car,  '*  Come  up  higher  I"  and  her  pure  spirit  took  with 
joy  its  heavenward  flight.  Her  life  had  been  a  sweet  savor  of  gentleness  and  love  in 
her  Master's  service,  and  her  death  was  precious  in  His  sight. 
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f^rom  Rn,  Hvnm  P,  Amu,  D,  D.,  Nanriek  Town,  Cmm, 

Toa  kn6w  in  what  high  etteem  slie  ii  held  by  h«r  Norwich  friends,  who  are  many. 
Eew  have  left  a  fairer,  purer  record  than  hen.  Very  few,  with  the  lame  amount  of 
■tren^,  liave  aocompllihed  as  much  for  the  Master  as  ihe.' 

I  khail  eror  rememW  with  satisfaction  my  last  interview  with  her  at  your  house. 
She  was  (beblew  and  fast  losing  her  hold  upon  the  world.  I  have  thought  of  her  since, 
as  identified  with  the  world  above  rather  than  with  earth. 

She  rests  from  her  labors,  and  her  works  do  follow  her. 

The  memory  of  her  saintly  life  cannot  but  be  a  blessing  to  your  family.  Your 
children  have  seen  in  her  an  exhibition  of 'our  religion  divested  of  everything  ascetic 
and  forbidding;  cheerful,  happy;  abounding  in  beneficence  and  good-will. 


From  Mr$,  S,  C,  B,  Thonuon,  Fair  Haven,  Conn. 

I  loved  and  revered  your  departed  skter. 

I  had  hoped  to  see  her  soon,  and  arrange  a  visit  with  her  at  my  home  the  comine 
summer.  6ut  she  has  gone  to  a  brighter  home,  to  be  welcomed  with  "greetings'' 
from  loved  ones  gone  berore ;  dear  friends,  and  verv  many  dear  |)npil8,  who  owe  ns  it 
were,  thcdr  own  selves,  their  salvation  to  her  faithful  teacbmgs  while  under  her  care. 

Her  record  is  with  the  Holy  One.  She  has  left  a  sweet  memorial  in  the  hearts  of 
all  who  knew  her. 

While  I  lament  her  loss,  I  thank  Qod  that  for  a  few  years  I  enjoyed  the  rare  privi- 
lege of  her  personal  friendship. 

I  rejoice  to  hear  that  her  last  hours  were  peaceful  and  painless. 


From  Mr$,  A.  W,  Lathrop,  New  Haven,  Conn, 

I  wonder  not  that "  sorrow  hath  filled  your  hearts"  and  that  you  mourn  "  the  light 
of  your  dwelling  gone  out." — Nor  do  I  wonder  that  the  heard,  gladly,  tlio  whisper  of 
the  Angel, 

"  Sister  Spirit  come  away." 

She  was  so  eminentlv  fitted  to  live,  and  there  was  so  much  for  her  to  enjoy  on 
earth,  that  we  can  but  deplore  this  unexpected  summons.  And  yet,  it  wore  fur  better 
for  her  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ.  '*  For  sure,  she  must  bo  near  to  Him  in  Heaven, 
who  did  so  love  His  name  on  eartli." 

^yhat  an  industrious  life  i  How  much  and  how  well  she  executed  her  work  I — That 
History  of  Norwich,  if  there  were  no  other  proof  of  her  patient  and  laborious  indus- 
try ,•<— is  sufficient ;  and  to  me  a  marvel.     I  nave,  for  one,  thanked  her  many  times ; 
indeed,  I  never  open  the  volume,  which  I  always  read  with  renewed  interest,  without^ 
thanksgiving  for  my  share  in  its  records,  that  I  can  find  nowhere  else. 

Every  scrap  from  her  pen,  especially  her  |X)etic  effusions,  I  treasure  up ;  and  regret 
that  I  have  not  more. 


From  Mies  Mary  E.  Hempetead,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Mv  last  recollections  of  her  are  ver^  pleasant.  Wo  wont  over  together,  to  seo  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilcox.  They  came  out  with  us,  and  we  wont  around  tho  foundations  of 
the  church.  She  seemed  full  of  interest  for  the  New  Church — and  was  preparing  a 
Hymn  to  be  sung  at  the  laving  of  the  "  Corner  Stone." — But  before  tho  edifice  is  cum- 

Sletcd  she  has  gone  to  the  Church  above,  where  in  "  white  array" — she  sits  by  her 
aviour,  free  from  all  infirmities  and  weaknesses,  and  will  **  go  no  more  out  forever." 
What  a  glorious  change  t 

Muny,  many  thanks  for  the  **  In  Memoriam" — That  beautiful  "  Midnight  Hymn  i 
Oh,  for  such  a  midnight !    What  an  expression  I — so  full,  so  satisfying,  so  glorious — 


t9 


»» 


ti 


My  heart  grows  large  to  take  in — Thee  I** 


There  JMcms  so  little  of  death  in  it — more  like  a  jovful  departure  to  some  delightful 
place.  It  can  be  said  of  her — **  That  the  Saviour  led  her  very  gently  along  on  the 
Dsjnk  of  the  river,  until  she  came  to  a  Very  narrow  place,  where  she  stepped  over." — 


•  •• 
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Ton  haro  oynrj  con«)1ntion  possible  in  her  trinmph  over  death.  Her  life  has  been 
Tcry  hnppj,  rnry  iiKcfnl.  How  much  Rho  has  acrompliRhcfl  with  ^reat  physical  weak- 
ncR5<  and  RiiflTcrin^.  Tridy — "  She  hath  done  what  slic  could  :**  and  well  done  too ; 
and  has  gone  to  eyerlasting  rest. 


FVom  Mn,  H.  P.  Williams,  Norwich,  C<.nn, 

So  recently  had  we  seen  and  enjoyed  tlie  society  of  Miss  Caalkins,  that  it  seemfl 
doiihly  trying  and  sorrowful  to  realize  it  was  the  last  time. 

Her  memory  will  be  lovinj^ly  and  tenderly  cherished  by  ns  and  all  her  Norwich 
friends.  Her  works  will  follow  her;  and  bo  more  fully  appreciated  as  time  rolls  on; 
while  her  happy  spirit  is  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  blessed. 


From  Reo,  IK.  B.  Spragiie,  D,D.,  AllMnjf,  N.  Y. 

I  never  li.id  the  piciuture  of  scciiit;  MiKS  Cnulkins  but  once,  and  then  only  for  an 
hour;  but  Iht  flue  conversational  |>o\vcni  and  amiable  and  gentle  rpinlities,  left  an  im- 
pression upon  me,  which  I  have  never  lost.  She  seemed  to  me  a  truly  noble  speci- 
men of  a  woman  and  I  cannot  doubt  she  will  form  the  subject  of  a  most  interesting 
Jliogrnphy.  • 


From  Hon.  Robert  C,  WiiUhrop,  Boston,  Mass, 

Wfsr  Historical  lalmrs  and  her  Christian  character  alike,  were  worthy  of  all  praise. 
I  notireil  her  death  briefly,  at  the  meeting  of  our  Historical  Society,  (of  which  she 
was  a  Corresponding  member,)  in  February. 


From  D.  C.  Gilman,  Seio  Haven,  Conn. 

I  trust  that  there  will  be  a  fuller  tril)uto  to  her  memory,  than  the  little  sketch  yon 
have  sent  me,  n])proprintc  as  that  is.  She  has  done  so  mtirli  to  perpetuate  the  mem- 
ory of  ilio  f;oo<l  «lccd8  of  others,  that  her  own  name  and  services  to  tlio  State  ought  to 
Im*  romineinoniird. 

Hit  moral  anti  rclijjions  worth  every  one  will  arknAwledj^e — l)iit  it  is  not  everyone 
who  knows,  or  c:in  appreciate  her  industry,  skill,  enthusiasm,  and  sucxcs!^  as  the  pio- 
neer anionj;  our  local  historians.  I  trust  you  will  pardon  mo  for  expressing  the  hope 
that  this  literary  phiuc  of  her  character  will  not  be  lightly  passed  over. 


From  George  L.  Perkins,  Norwich,  Conn. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  indulge  in  extended  remarks  on  the  life  and  character  of  one 
who  needs  no  other  memorial  than  the  lovely  example  of  womanly  virtues  and  Chris- 
tian j;racos  she  exhibited  in  the  spliere  in  which  she  has  lived  and  lal)ored.  Unam- 
bitious, unsellish,  she  put  her  hand  to  every  good  work  that  fell  within  her  sphere 
of  n'sponsibility. 

Like  Mary  of  Hethany  she  chose  the  good  part,  which  ever  afiei-ward  she  valued 
as  a  well-Sjiring  of  liappin<*ss;  and  whieli  was,  1  have  no  doubt,  her  consolation  and 
siip|M>rt  wlien  she  sudtlenly  received  the  summons  from  the  Master  to  enter  upon 
hi;:hcr  services  an«l  ]>urer  joys  in  his  Kingdom  above. 

I  always  esteemed  her  as  a  friend  sincere  and  reliable,  as  .a  woman  of  refined  sensi- 
bilities and  culture,  as  a  Christian — ebcerful,  active,  consistent;  and  in  her  death,  I 
feel  that  all  her  aci|uaintances  ex])criencc  a  common  bereavement. 

When  I  saw  on  the  casket  that  contained  the  precious  remains  of  your  dear  sister, 
those  beautiful  and  fragrant  flowers — th(!y  called  to  mind  the  words  of  an  old  poet  : 

**  Only  the  actions  of  the  just. 
Smell  sweet  and  blossom  from  the  dust." 
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IH  yOSMOEIAH. 

FRANCES  MANWARING  CAULKINS. 

**  Wo  thought  her  dying  when  the  alept 
And  ileeping  when  she  died." 

Let  her  rest, — 

Fold  the  hands  apon  her  breast, 
No  more  deeds  of  olden  time 
Will  they  trace  in  prose  or  rhyme ; 
All  her  work  is  nolily  done, — 
God  hath  set  his  seal  tlicrcon. 

Hidden  quite, 

Under  lids  so  cold  and  white. 
Those  dark  eyes  whoso  lnml>ont  li^ht 
Steadfast  gleamed  like  stara  by  night ; 
Tender  eyes,  that  oft  grew  dim 
O'er  another's  grief  or  sin. 

•  Happy  eyes 

That  mid  licavonlv  harmonics. 
Open  wide  in  glad  surprise. 
On  the  joys  of  Paradise, 
Finding  each  Ideal  complete, 
•  Clothed  in  Beauty  exquisite. 

So  'tis  best, 

Thus  to  enter  into  rest : 

No  more  days  of  racking  pain, 

Throbbing  nerve  and  aching  brain ; 

She  hath  triumphed  o'er  Death's  Sting 

Perfected  through  sufieriug. 

Wake  O  Earth ! 
Call  thy  fairest  treasures  forth  1 
Buds  and  flowers  to  deck  her  tomb^ 
Hyocintli's  empurpled  bloom. 
Arbutus  and  violets  dim, 
Pink-hued  Indian  Moccasin. 

Let  the  hours, 

Num1)crcd  be  by  troops  of  flowers 
She  will  love  tlu'iii  ikmiu  the  less 
Witii  the  lilies  on  her  breast. 
Both  alike  she  knows  to  be, 
Emblems  of  Christ's  purity. 

Dust  to  Dust! 

Lay  her  down  in  i>erfect  trust ; 
Fragile  form  and  sweet,  pale  Aice 
Soul  so  rich  in  Christian  grace, — 
Patient,  tender,  true  and  good 
Noblest  type  of  womanhood. 

Hear  our  cry, 

By  thy  tears  at  Bethany, — 

While  we  oflcr  thanks  to  Thee, 

For  her  fair  humanitv  ! 

Thou  hast  taken — all  the  same 

Weeping,  Lord,  we  bless  thy  name  ! 

MaBTIIA    IIUSSELL,    I 
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OBrrUART  NOTICE  BT  RE7.  THOMAS  P.  FIELD,  D.D. 

It  is  with  emotions  of  deep  crief  that  wo  record  the  death  of  one  widel j  known  and 
warmlj  loved  in  this  eoromaniqr — ^Miss  Framcbs  M.  CAULKiva. 

Rnnslj  docs  death  take  from  as  one  ovor  wItoBo  dcpartiiro  we  hare  so  much  eanse  to 
monrn.  ilut  the  memory  of  licr  worth  soothes  our  sorrow,  and  tnmi  the  eje  of  fidth 
to  the  home  of  rest  to  which  the  spirit  hns  eone. 

II  is  not  now  a  fittinic  time  to  speak  of  the  inTalnable  senrices  which  Miss  Oaidkini 
has  rendered  to  this  town  and  the  neighboring  town  of  Norwich.  Her  thorons^  ae- 
cnratc  and  interesting  histories  will  be  a  monnment  to  her  memory  more  eadnring 
than  marble;  and  whI  be  more  and  more  highly  appreciated  as  time  goes  on.  Few 
know  the  early  history  not  onlr  of  onr  own  region,  bat  of  New  England,  as  she  knew 
it,  nntl  it  is  interesting  to  see  how  much  she  accomplished,  with  her  feeble  health,  to 
make  thnt  history  known  to  others. 

MisM  CHulkins  wns  a  lorcr  not  onlr  of  history,  bat  of  all  good  Uteratare.  She  had 
an  cxtcni^ivc  acquaintance  with  books  and  oathors.  She  was  exceedingly  fond  of 
poetry,  and  the  poetic  prodnctions  of  her  own  pen  often  adorned  the  columns  of  this 
and  otiicr  pn|ierft,  and  ehocrcd  the  Christian  assembly  and  the  social  gathering  of 
friends.  The  writer  of  this  remembers  how  deeply  ho  was  impressed  by  a  littie  poem 
of  hem  on  tlie  "  Bell  of  the  Atiantic"  many  years  before  he  knew  personally  the 
author.  Intlcoil,  what  was  bcautifnl  in  art  or  nature  always  found  in  her  a  sympi^ 
tiiizing  admirer. 

This  extensire  knoirledge  and  general  cultare,  united  to  a  most  amiable,  kind  and 
genial  spirit,  mode  her  conversation  exceedingly  intercstini;  and  instmctive.  And  it 
was  interesting  to  all  persons.  She  made  no  pretentious  show  of  learning,  or  talent, 
or  knowledge,  but  haa  a  childlike  simplicity  of  character  that  would  attract  the  hearts 
of  all,  yonn?  or  old,  learned  or  unleamea.  She  was  uniformly  cheerful,  and  often 
ipnrkling  and  witty  in  what  she  said,  although  there  wa^  scarcely  ever  a  day  in  her 
hfe  in  which  she  was  not  a  suffbrcr  But  eren  when  she  suffered,  grace  enabled  her  to 
"  put  a  cheerful  courage  on"  so  that  oUiors  should  not  suffer  also.  And  this  was  her 
snstaininc:,  comforting  power,  always,  tiie  grace  of  Qod  in  Christ  She  loved  history, 
she  loved  liternturo,  she  loved  nature,  but  she  loved,  above  all,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
The  chnrdi  was  near  her  heart.  The  services  of  the  Sabbath  and  the  sanctuary  were 
her  delight.  She  wept  over  the  loss  by  fire  of  the  house  where  she  bad  so  long  wor- 
shiped, and  took  great  interest  in  the  erection  of  a  new  temple  to  the  Lord.  But 
though  local  attachments  were  strong,  ^ she  looked  out  widely  upon  the  world,  and 
notca,  with  tlic  deepest  interest,  the  extension  of  Christ's  kingdom  in  onr  land,  and  in 
all  lands. 

80,  OS  her  friends  stand  around  her  lifeless  form,  or  drop  the  silent  tear  upon  her 
grave,  tlicv  arc  comforted.  There  is  nothing  to  awaken  anguish  of  soul,  but  only  that 
tender  sorrow  that  Ikiws  the  heart  in  :urquie^nco  to  the  will  Supreme.  She  expressed 
the  fenr,  shortly  iHsforo  death,  tiint  she  might  have  to  suffer  lonj;,  but  she  was  spared 
thnt  trial ;  and  gently  and  without  long  continued  pain,  she  fell  asleep.  May  her 
beautiful  life  and  patient  sufferings,  au<l  sure  hope,  l>e  a  new  incitement  to  Christian 
activity  and  duty,  and  turn  all  our  hearts  to  Him  who  can  take  away  tiio  sting  of 
tlwuh,  and  make  us  victorious  over  the  grave. — From  ike  New  London  Star,  Thursday 
Evrniiigf  Fcbrunry  4,  1869. 


From  the  Congrerjalioncdisi,  by  Rev.  G.  B.   Willcox. 

Miss  Frances  Manwnring  Caulkins,  a  historian,  a  poet,  and  a  Christian  of  rare 
genius  and  character,  dic<l  in  New  Txindon,  Cx)nn.,  Feb.  .3d.  Born  in  1795,  she  passed 
mnrh  of  the  earlier  part  of  her  life  in  teaching.  Three  foreign  missionaries,  two  wives 
of  senators,  and  other  women  of  high  ))ositiou  and  great  influence,  were  among  the 
nearly  four  hundred  young  ladies  wlio  were  at  one  time  or  another  under  her  care. 

Her  historical  studies  commenced  earlier  in  life  Uian  most  readers  of  her  work  have 
imagined.  At  ten  years  of  age  she  was  missed  one  day  by  tlio  family,  who  in  some 
anxiety  Itcgan  a  tiiorongh  search.  After  a  while  tiio  child  was  found  in  a  comer  of 
the  garret  fioring  over  an  old  history  of  Connci^ticnt.  The  volumes  she  gave  to  the 
world  in  her  character  as  an  annalist,  were  The  History  of  Norwich  in  1845,  that  of 
New  London  in  18.'>2,  and  a  fur  larger  and  more  elaborate  History  of  Norwich  in 
1856.  The  lost  two  were  octavos  of  678  and  704  pages,  and  cost  her  an  immense 
amount  of  labor.    These  works  won  her  the  thanks  and  eulogiums  of  such  historians 
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AS  Bancroft,  and  each  statesmen  as  llobert  C.  Winthrop.  The  fiivt  of  the  three  led 
to  her  election  as  the  only  female  memlicr  of  the  Miissticlinsctts  Histuriiil  Society. 

.To  the  "American  Mcsscii};er"  she  contritiiitc<t  cifuin,  from  its  lirst  issues,  chiefly  in 
Ycrse,  bnt  occtiKioiinlly  in  prose.  For  the  Tnict  i^'iety  in  New  York  slie  pn^iNiiiHl 
tlio  "  Tmct  Primer/' lioth  iHliiciitioiiul  mid  n^lifrioiis  in  its  chimiciiT,  which  has  had, 
ospcdttUy  unionu;  the  Frecdiiien,  an  iiiiiiiciise  circiihition.  Two  voluines  of  her  jMietrv 
have  been  published  by  this  society,  and  materials  fur  another  louiain,  which  will 
probably  soon  be  pat  to  press. 

But  it  was  as  a  Christian,  rather  than  as  a  historian  or  poet,  that  she  would  have 
wished  to  be  remembered.  Her  religious  ex]>orience  at  conversion,  amidst  the  great 
revival  of  1831.  was  as  her  lettoi-s  show,  of  a  really  wonderful  depth  and  ]K>wer. 
There  was  all  the  searching  and  drastic  "  law  work"  which,  in  so  many  more  recent 
conversions,  seems  sadly  wanting.  "  You  cannot  know,"  she  wrote  to  a  friend,  "  any- 
thing of  the  agonies  suffered  bv  a  soul  for  which  two  op|)osite  powers  have  so  long 
struggled  for  the  mactci'y."  From  the  gloam  of  this  valley  of  thir  shadow  of  death 
she  came  out  into  a  cloudless  morning,  and  thcneeforwaru,  to  the  close  of  her  long 
life,  gloried  above  all  things  in  the  Cross. 

Three  traits  stood  prominent  in  her  character  One  was  incessant  and  untiring  in- 
dnstiT.  She  was  not  only  of  an  active  mind  by  nature,  but  coiitcientious  in  the  use  of 
her  time.  There  was  nothing  in  her  of  the  notion  that,  so  one's  sacred  hours  are 
well  spent,  it  matters  little,  on  secular  days,  whether  one  works  or  idles.  A  thing  well 
done  was  no  reason,  in  her  judgment,  for  sitting  down  to  enjoy  it  and  have  her  self 
gratulations  over  it,  but  rather  going  at  once  about  some  other  thing  to  bo  done  better 
still.  At  tiroes,  especially  toward  the  close  of  her  life,  she  was,  like  all  other  efficient 
and  noble  souls,  oppressed  with  a  feeling  that  she  had  done  notliing,  that  her  life  had 
almost  run  to  waste.  She  compared  herself  with  a  standard,  aimed  at  a  mark  so  high, 
that,  of  course,  being  human,  she  was  always  far  beh>w  it. 

Another  beauty  in  her  character  was  the  law  of  kindness  on  her  lips.  The  fixed 
principle  of  her  life  was  never  to  speak  to  the  pnyudicc  of  any  one,  except  when  some 
positive  dtttv  required  it  And  she  was  well  awaru  how  lenient  positive  duty  is  in  mak- 
ing  any  such  deniand.  This  gentleness  of  s))eech  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  was 
just  of  the  decided  and  efficient  character  that  is  letuit  likely  to  lie  patient,  most  apt  to 
pass  harsh  judgments.  She  was  not  one  of  tliase  who  are  amiable  hceuuse  really  too 
lazy  to  be  anything  else.  Shd  could  always  find  an  apology  for  anybody's  failings 
but  her  own,  because  she  looked  for  it  not  so  much  in  the  jicrson  coneernetl  lus  in  her 
own  charitable  heart. 

Another  quality  was  her  singular  cheerfulness.  Much  alllictcd  with  disease  and 
often  in  pain,  she  had  nothing  to  say  of  her  ailments,  no  words  to  waste  in  repining. 
Lowell's  fountain 

"  Into  tlie  star-light 

Hushing  in  spray ; 
Happy  at  midnight, 

Happy  by  «lay ;" 

is  the  best  type  of  her  common  mood.  She  enjoyed  the  sports  of  children  as  intensely 
as  children  tliemselves.  She  had  at  three  score  years  and  ten,  none  of  the  sour  and 
doleful  views  of  life  so  cominon  to  aged  ])eoplt — none  of  the  complaint  "  that  the  for- 
mer days  were  better  than  these."  A  relative  has  well  outlined  her  character  in  the 
words,  **  loving  the  past,  enjoying  the  ]>reseiit,  hopeful  of  the  future. 

The  following  lines,  found  among  her  private  papers,  and  perhaps  the  last  she  ever 
wrote,  breathe  in  fitting  words  her  aspirations  for  the  hu^iven  to  which  she  has  gone  : 

This  one  word,  home  1  no  sweeter  sound 
The  voice  of  man  e'er  breathed  around  ; 
'Twas  heaven  that  warmed  eartli's  frozen  ground. 
With  this  bright  hearth-stone,  home ! 

Sweet  word !  the  echo  from  a  gate. 
Wherein  the  chiming  angels  wait, 
With  glowing  hearts  and  har]>s  elate 
To  welcome  pilgrims  home. 

Like  tuneful  air,  or  silvery  flame, 
Shook  from  a  seranh's  wing  it  came ; 
What  speei'.h  but  tliat  of  heaven  could  frame 
So  sweet  a  word  as  home  ? 
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When  worldly  cares  distractini^f  riso, 
When  winds  nro  wild  and  dark  tlic  skies, 
On  Thee,  O  T/ord  I  my  son  I  relics ; 
Where  Thoa  art,  there  is  homo. 

Soon  may  it  come,  that  joyful  day, 
When,  sm  and  sorrow  swept  away, 
Thou  to  my  lcapinf>^  heart  shalt  say 
Come  homo,  my  child,  come  home  I 


[The  three  pieces  following;  nre  8electc<1  from  numerous  papers  found  after  the  an- 
thor*8  death,  and  have  never  before  l)cen  published.] 

I'M  GIIOWING  OLD. 

A  blight  is  on  my  leaves  I  sec; 

My  root  is  pnssiu^  into  mould, 
I  hear  a  whisper  in  the  tree, — 
Vm  growing  old. 

My  flowery  May,  my  summer  skies, 

J^cliind  mo  lie,  like  maps  u])rolled ; 
OctolKjr  fills  the  air  with  sighs, — 
I'm  growing  old. 

Mid  gleaming  li<:hts  and  plcasinc:  shades. 
My  youth's  bright  rain-lww  did  unfold ; 
The  rainlww  into  gray  mist  fades, — 
I'm  growing  old. 

My  days  ran  down  in  sunsets  bright, 

My  minutes  shone  like  l)cn(le(l  gold; 
Days,  niinutfs  now,  arc  all  twilight, — 
I'm  growing  old. 

Gay  meadow  larks,  my  friends  and  I, 
In  song  and  flight  our  joys  we  told  ; 
No  more,  alas  !  I  sing  or  fly, 
I'm  growing  old. 

Those  o.'irlv  frieuils,  like  melting  snow 

Like  streanileis  into  ocean  rolled, 
Passed  oiV  an<l  lelt  me  murmuring  low, 
I'm  growing  old. 

But  yet  the  burden  of  my  cry, 

'J'lie  weight,  the  sting,  I  have  not  told; 
A  mightier  anguish  prompts  the  cry, 
I'm  growing  old. 

For  I  have  left  undone  God's  will ; 

My  large  thoiights  lie  but  half  enrolled, 
With  great  <lcsigns  unacted  still, 
I'm  growing  ol«l. 

With  darkness  roimd  me  asking  light, 

With  lead  to  transmute  into  gold  ; 
With  wouutls  to  heal  and  wrongs  to  right, 
I'm  growing  old. 
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God  hath  a  blest  idea  in  mind, 

For  each  true  servant  to  unfold ; 
Ere  I  that  primal  task  can  find, 

I'm  growing  old.  p.  m.  o. 


ASPIRATION. 

Lord,  from  thy  molding  hands  I  came, 

O  take  mo  buck  to  Thcc : 
I  feel  within  the  flowing  (lame. 

Lent  by  thy  brcutli  to  me. 

I  long  lioyond  earth's  narrow  8|Mice, 

Thy  golden  tnicks  to  ace ; 
And  in  the  fulness  of  thy  grace. 

To  lose  myself  in  Thee. 

In  thy  great  light,  O  let  mo  hide, 

And  shine  alone  in  Thee : 
O'erwhelmed  in  love's  celestial  tide, 

A  drop  in  thy  great  sea. 

Made  of  thy  dust,  thy  spark  of  fire, 

Thy  child,  I  fain  would  be ; 
Thy  work, — I  yearn  with  strong  desire, 

To  work,  0  God,  with  Thee. 

Launched  ontward  with  a  high-born  aim. 

On  niptiirc's  heavenly  sea; 
A  soul  that  from  thy  Injunty  ctune, 

Returns  to  worship  Thee. 


p.  M.  o. 


This  little  fragment,  found  among  her  papers,  mi««ht  bu  entitled — 

A  rUOPIIETlC  DUEAM. 

Wearily  I  lay  down  and  soon  I  slept. 

I  wiiked  and  was  not  hero,  but  elsewhere  lived. 

Awful  had  been  the  drcml  of  that  great  change ; 

Yet  with  a  sweet  transition  it  was  made, 

As  on  a  floating  stream  of  low  soft  praise, 

Four  parts  in  one,  love,  ransom,  i)eace  and  joy, — 

Conscious  of  nought  but  that  celestial  sound. 

Upon  the  sweet  assurance  calm  I  lay. 

And  passed  from  life  into  eternity.  f.  m.  o. 
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THE  ATLANTIC'S  BIXL       - 

The  AtlantiCf  n  fine  now  Stcnmer  l>c1onp;in{;  to  tlio  Norwich  and  Worcester  R.  Rood 
Co.,  wns  lost  on  Fisher's  Ifdnnd  near  the  cntrnncc  of  New  London  Harbor,  Thandsy, 
Not.  26,  1846.     Forty-two  persons  perislicd  with  the  wreck. 

[When  the  Rtemncr  stnick  the  shore,  the  dnshin;;  of  the  waves  np^ainst  her  frame 
caused  the  licll  to  toll.  'I'hc  tone  of  this  licll  is  nn(*oinnionly  shrill  and  clear,  and 
hcnrd  nt  such  a  time  must  have  seemed  like  a  peal  from  another  world.  It  has  bocn 
frc(|iicnt1y  heard  since  tlie  consummation  of  the  catastrophe,  and  is  still  sending  forth 
at  intervals,  its  solemn  and  piercing  sound.] 

Storm-spirits  ye  did  well, 
To  swin;;  the  funeral  bell. 

That  sad  night ; 
Noting  down  with  iron  pen, 
When  the  struggling  souls  of  men 

Took  their  flight. 

Mid  the  raging  tumult  round, 
How  the  shrill  entrancing  sound. 

Fills  the  air  1 
Over  mastering  the  gale, 
Childhood's  shriek,  woman's  wail, 

Man's  despair. 

From  eternity's  dark  land. 

On  who.so  cold  brink  they  stand, 

Harkl  it  rolls; 
Pealing  forth  the  notes  of  woe. 
Kinging  loud,  ringing  slow. 

For  the  souls. 

Ah  1  'tis  not  the  broken  deck, 
Man,  man*8  the  only  wreck, 

Worth  a  tear  I 
Oh  yc  seas  !  what  a  prize, 
What  A  costly  sncrificc, 

Yc  took  here ! 

Yet  thoy  perislicd  not  in  vain  : 
From  their  peril,  from  their  pain, 

I^t  ns  turn 
To  the  lessons  they  unrolled. 
Worth  an  argosy  of  gold, 

But  to  lc4irn. 

For  the  sons  of  God  were  there, 
Men  of  faith,  men  of  prayer 

Ufisiirpasscd ; 
And  llie  love  of  ('lirist  had  jiowcr ; 
'Twas  an  anchor  in  that  hour, 

Holding  fast. 

There  was  onry  whose  face  was  seen. 
Like  a  shining  and  serene 

Crystal  sea : 
Sublimed,  as  if  the  sotil 
Had  already  ])asscd  the  goal, 

And  was  free. 


^Dr.  Armstrong  of  Boston.     The  serene   af»d   heavenly  expression  of  his  counten- 
ahce  during  the  whole  of  that  trying  Thursday,  has  been  mentioned  by  several  of  tlie 


survivors. 
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There  was  one  ^  of  manly  brow, 
"  We  are  nearer  Jeette  now," 

Was  his  cry : 
Then  the  rushinj;  8nr|^  swept  o'er 
And  the  loosened  seraph  bore 

To  the  sky. 

One  calmly  snid,'  "  Of  old 
My  Saviour's  voice  controlled 

All  my  woe ; 
And  if  through  the  raging  sen, 
Now  he  says,  Follow  me, 

I  will  go." 

No  thought  amid  the  strife, 
Of  his  own  death  or  life, 

Uad  the  chief;* 
The  bunlcn  on  his  breast, 
Was  tlie  lives  of  all  the  rest, 

And  their  grief. 

They  dropped  into  the  wave : — 
Some  found  in  it  a  grave, 

Some  an  ark : 
Down,  down  into  the  deep, 
As  they  fall,  as  they  leap. 

Hark !  oh  hark ! 

Now  the  loud  and  silvery  bell 
Like  an  anthem  seemed  to  swell, 

Shrill  and  sweet  I 
And  a  groun  of  angels  came. 
With  their  Dosoms  all  in  flame. 

Friends  to  meet. 

Thev  caught  the  jewels  bright, 
As  they  burst  forili  in  light. 

From  the  clay ; 
And  the  souls  and  seraphim 
In  a  sweet  thanksgiving  hymn 

Passed  away. 

Yet  still  upon  the  derk. 

Mid  the  hrcakui's  and  the  wreck 

Swings  the  liull ; 
^  Now  an  autlicni  floats  around, 

Nuw  ai  low  and  dirgc-likc  sound, 

And  a  knell. 

Above  the  thundering  breeze. 
And  the  heavy  booming  seais. 

Peals  its  woe. 
Like  a  ri'quicm  in  the  oir. 
Wildly  mournful :  it  is  there. 

Swinging  slow. 

^  This  gentleman,  (whose  name  was  not  known  to  the  passengers  who  related  the 
circumstance,)  was  heard  several  times  expressing  his  conndenco  in  God,  and  encour- 
aging others  to  trust  in  him.  He  was  in  the  saloon,  and  was  heard  to  utter  the  words 
quoted  above,  just  as  the  sea  broke  over  anil  daslied  the  saloon  fi-om  the  deck,  crush- 
ing or  drowning  all  who  were  in  it* 

^  A  gentleman  from  Ohio :  name  not  known. 

*  The  noble  self-foi^getfulness  of  Capt.  Dustan  cannot  be  too  highly  praised,  since 
itseemed  to  spring  from  a  high  sense  of  the  responsibility  of  his  post,  and  his  duty  as 
a  man  and  a  Christian. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Introduotort  and  Dbsoriptiyb. 

.  Norwich,  when  purchased  of  the  Indians,  June  6,  1659,  consisted  of 
a  tract  of  wild  land  nine  miles  square,  in  the  heart  of  the  Mohegan  terri- 
tory, at  the  head  of  what  was  then  called  Mohegan  or  Fequot  river.  This 
area  comprised  the  present  towns  of  Norwich,  Bozmh,  Franklin,  Lisbon, 
Spraguc,  and  the  western  border  of  Griswold  and  Preston,  embracing 
Jewett's  Citj,  Long  Society,  and  a  part  of  Poquetannock. 

The  Shetucket  river  flows  in  a  semicircular  sweep  through  the  eastern 
portion  of  this  area,  receiving  the  Quinebaug  about  three  miles  before  it 
reaches  the  Thames.  The  Quinebaug  comes  down  with  a  rapid  current 
through  a  country  abounding  in  hills  and  valleys,  rugged  and  abrupt,  and 
has  its  channel  frequently  encumbered  with  ledges  of  rock.  Its  name  in 
the  Indian  (ongue  signified  Long  Pond, — the  flowing  river  bearing  with  it 
in  its  course  the  name  of  its  fountain  head.  It  is  a  larger  stream  than  the 
Shetucket,  yet  the  Indians,  after  the  junction,  continued  the  name  of  the 
minor  branch,  and  this  practice  has  been  very  properly  retained,  since  the 
united  stream,  both  in  its  course  and  the  nature  of  its  current,  seems  to  be 
a  continuation  of  the  Shetucket  mthcr  than  of  the  Quinebaug. 

The  Shetucket  was  formerly  noted  for  its  abundant  supply  of  shad. 
Just  below  the  mouth  of  the  Quinebaug  they  were  caught  in  April  and 
May  by  driving  the  river.  Pens  were  constructed  in  the  shallow  waters, 
and  the  fishermen,  ])lunging  into  the  river  with  bushes  in  their  hands, 
drove  the  fish  into  these  inclosures,  where  they  were  caught  by  hand  and 
thrown  into  baskets.  Shad  and  other  fish  are  still  found  in  the  river,  but 
not  of  the  size  and  flavor  of  former  times,  and  far  less  abundant 

The  Yantic  is  a  small  romantic  stream  flowing  east  and  southeast, 
affording  by  its  declination  and  consequent  rapidity  various  sites  for  mills 
and  manufacturing  establishments.  The  brooks  and  rivulets  that  swell  it 
to  the  size  of  a  little  river  come  from  Lebanon,  Colchester  and  Bozrah. 
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The  largest  stream  issues  from  Gardner's  Lake,  tlie  Mashlpaug  of  the 
Indians,  a  fine  sheet  of  water  that  forms  a  comer  bound  to  the  tlirce  towns 
of  Colchester,  liozruh  and  Montville. 

About  a  mile  before  the  Yantic  meets  the  Shetucket,  while  flowing 
south,  it  suddenly  sweeps  round  in  an  easterly  direction,  and  coming  upon 
a  bed  of  rocks,  plunges  over  a  ledge  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  in  height,  and 
still  descending,  works  its  way  amid  the  heaped  up  rocky  masses,  through 
a  narrow  chasm  between  perpendicular  cliffs  to  the  level  basin  below. 
These  are  the  well-known  Norwich  Falls,  which  at  the  time  of  a  spring 
flood  suddenly  swell  into  sublimity,  spanning  the  river  with  a  sheet  of 
foam,  and  filling  the  ravine  with  a  heavy  roar. 

Escaping  from  this  compression,  the  river  turns  again  to  the  south,  and 
in  a  gentle  current  passes  onward  to  meet  the  Shetucket,  and  in  their 
union  they  become  the  Thames. 

The  whole  course  of  the  Thames  from  Norwich  to  its  entrance  into 
Long  Island  Sound  is  about  fourteen  miles.  It  is  navigable  from  its 
mouth  to  Gale-town  village,  more  than  half  its  length,  for  vessels  drawing 
twenty-five  feet  of  water.  Ships  of  the  line  might  at  all  times  of  the  tide 
ascend  to  a  distance  of  nine  or  ten  miles ;  but  above  this  the  channel  is 
impeded  by  bars  and  sand-banks,  which  are  frequently  changed  in  their 
position  by  the  spring  floods,  and  aggravated  by  tlie  sand  brought  down 
from  the  Shetucket.* 

The  Tliames  in  earlier  days  was  widely  known  for  its  lavish  abundance 
of  fish.  The  shad,  alewives,  boss,  mackerel,  eels,  oysters,  and  lobsters, 
were  nowhere  to  be  found  in  larger  quantity  or  greater  perfection.  Stur- 
geon and  other  large  fish  often  wandered  into  the  8ti*eum,  and  have  been 
known  to  leap  into  a  passing  boaLf 

It  was  chronicled  in  the  Boston  News-Letter,  just  after  the  great  freshet 
of  February,  1729,  that  Norwich  river  was  swarming  with  fish  to  such  an 
extent  that  20,000  bass  had  been  cauglit  within  a  few  days  just  below  the 
Landing.  This  might  have  been  a  larger  amount  than  usual,  but  every 
year  at  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  there  was  a  great  demand,  far  and  near, 
for  the  striped  bass  of  Norwich  river. 

In  a  newspaper  of  1771,  it  was  noticed  that  300  barrels  of  mackerel 
.had  been  taken  that  season  in  the  river  between  New  London  and  Nor- 
wich, and  that  six  barrels  were  filled  from  the  contents  of  a  single  seine. 
The  river  has  not  entirely  lost  its  character  for  supplies  of  fish,  but  the 
abundance  varies  with  varying  seasons,  and  incessant  navigation  lias  had 
its  usual  effect  in  scattering  the  finny  tribes. 


♦  In  1806,  the  Channel  Company,  after  dredging  the  river,  reported  nine  feet  of 
•water  at  common  tide,  the  whole  distance  from  Norwich  to  Now  London. 

t  So  recently  as  May,  1861,  a  stniigeon  (called  in  the  marine  vernacular,  Albany 
.beef,)  was  caught  above  Gale's  Ferry,  which  weighed  125  lbs. 
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It  was  long  before  the  river  attained  a  fixed  and  popular  name.    It  was 
called  indifferentlj  the  Feqiiot  or  Mohegan  river.     At  what  period  or  by 
whose  suggestion  it  began  to  be  called  the  Thames,  is  uncertain,  but  the 
name  is  an  easj  sequence  to  that  of  New  London.     London  on  the  Thames 
seems  to  require  that  the  river  of  New  London  should  be  the  New  Thames, 
and  probably  the  name  slid  into  usage  without  any  definite  beginning  or 
sponsorship.    The  aboriginal  name  has  not  been  recovered,  but  there 
can  be  little  hesitation  in  assuming  that  it  was  the  term  which  signified 
in  the  Indian  tongue.  Great  River^ — this  being  the  first  distinctive  name 
applied  to  it  by  the  English,  and  tlie  one  long  in  use  among  the  Mohegans. 
In  its  present  dimensions,  Norwich  covers  an  area  of  twenty-six  square 
miles.    Tlie  gi*catcst  extent  is  from  Trading  Cove  brook  to  Plain  Hill, 
whirl)  measures  seven  miles ;  its  medium  breadth  is  about  three.     In  point 
of  scenery  it  is  one  of  the  most  picturesque  towns  in  New  England,  pre- 
senting a  pleasing  variety  of  high  and  low  ground,  forest  and  field,  rock  and 
river.    It  displays  a  multiplicity  of  slopes  and  side-hills ;  every  turn  brings 
forth  a  new  landscape ;  eyery  height  offers  a  fresh  expanse  of  interesting 
details.     It  is  beautiful  in  its  contrasts  and  its  harmonics ;  beautiful  beyond 
comparison  in  its  circling  streams,  its  umbrageous  parks  and  rural  avenues. 
In  the  pursuits  of  life,  rare  combinations  of  apparently  opposing  interests 
are  here  embraced  in  one  municipal  bond.     Tasteful  and  costly  dwellings, 
the  refinements  of  social  life,  means  of  high  mental  culture,  and  all  the 
aspects  of  elegant  retirement,  are  found  in  strange  proximity  with  crowded 
places  of  business,  the  bustle  and  liaste  of  railroads  and  wharves,  and  the 
tremulous,  unceasing  roar  and  confusion  of  innumerable  mills  and  machine 
shops. 

There  are  many  points  of  observation  within  the  limits  of  the  town, 
that  may  be  called  mounts  of  vision.  From  Plain  Hill  on  the  northwest 
boundary  the  prospect  is  broad  and  noble,  expanding  almost  to  vastness 
and  sublimity.  The  Old  Parsonage  or  Meeting-House  hill  in  the  Town- 
plot  commands  a  lovely  valley  warm  with  life,  where  the  quiet  abodes  of 
man  seem  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  works  of  nature.  From  Ox-hill,  east 
of  the  Town-plot,  there  is  a  view  of  surpassing  beauty,  ample  and  pano- 
ramic, the  outlines  composed  of  those  interminable  woods  which  are  the 
relieving  shadows  of  all  American  scenery. 

The  high  grounds  in  and  around  Chelsea  afford  a  still  greater  variety 
of  prospect.  In  addition  to  woodland  grandeur  and  village  beauty,  the 
eye  takes  in  the  clustered,  crowded  city,  the  neighboring  villages,  and  a 
long  reach  of  the  river  with  its  diversified  banks,  combining  several  dis- 
tinct land-cnpcs  in  one  view. 

In  historical  interest  Norwich  holds  a  prominent  position.  It  has  an 
aboriginal  as  well  as  an  English  and  American  history.  The  first  plant- 
ers were  a  body  of  men  who  displayed  much  of  the  genuine  old  English 
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character,  and  left  the  impress  of  their  origin  deeply  stamped  upon  their 
laws  and  regulations.  The  two  most  noted  founders  of  the  town,  lilajor 
John  Mason  and  the  Rev.  James  Fitch,  were  remarkable  men,  and  various 
individuals  of  more  than  common  note  have,  first  and  last,  issued  from  this 
community.  In  Revolutionary  times  the  inhabitants  stood  boldly  forth  in 
resistance  to  oppression,  and  were  among  the  first  in  the  country  to  turn 
their  attention  to  certain  manufactures  for  which  the  colonics  had  been 
kept  dependent  upon  Great  Britain.  In  later  times  it  has  become  still 
more  dbtinguished  for  the  variety,  quantity  and  value  of  its  manufactui*cd 
products.  These  circumstances,  in  connection  with  the  diversified  scenery, 
have  given  a  name  and  character  to  the  town,  which  make  it  more  con- 
spicuous than  many  others  of  greater  numerical  importance. 

In  some  respects  Norwich  has  been  peculiarly  favored  by  Providence. 
It  has  never  been  visited  by  any  extraordinary  visitation  of  disease,  or 
crushed  by  any  sudden  calamity.  In  common  with  other  parts  of  the 
country  it  has  met  with  financial  reverses ;  it  has  had  periods  of  depres- 
sion, when  improvements  ceased  and  business  of  all  kinds  ran  to  a  low 
ebb,  throwing  it  backward  in  its  career  for  a  time,  and  obliging  it  to 
retrace  the  steps  to  prosperity.  But  neither  war,  nor  treason,  nor  famine, 
nor  plague,  nor  whirlwind,  nor  life-destroying  floods,  nor  widely  dcjiolating 
flames,  have  ever  imperiled  its  welfare.  Since  the  Nine-milcs-square  was 
bought  of  the  Indians,  no  embattled  foe  has  been  seen  in  the  territory. 
The  greatest  of  outward  disasters  has  been  an  occasional  loss  from  flood 
or  fire ;  the  destruction  of  a  church,  a  factory,  or  dwclling-liouse,  the  ru[)- 
ture  of  a  bridge,  or  the  submerging  of  a  wlmrf. 

Norwich,  beside  its  central  division,  the  city,  consists  of  several  distinct 
portions  or  villages,  stretching  like  wings  along  the  banks  of  the  Shetuckct 
and  Yantic,  with  a  background  of  hills  and  woods,  intci'spersed  with  farms 
moderately  fertile,  surrounding  the  whole  area.  At  the  noHliwest,  three 
and  a  half  miles  distant  from  the  i)ort,  and  bordering  closely  u|)on  Bozmh 
and  Franklin,  is  the  village  of 

Yantic, 

This  section  of  the  town  retains  it^i  aboriginal  niune.  At  the  time  of 
the  settlement,  the  whole  district  beyond  Bean  Ilill  was  called  Yantic,  or 
Yantuck.  Strips  of  meadow  land  at  Yantuck  were  among  the  earliest 
grants  dealt  out  to  the  planters,  and  highly  prized  as  affording  native  grass 
for  their  cattle.  But  the  name  was  probably  derived  from  the  river,  the 
syllable  tick,  or  tuck,  usually  denoting  in  the  Indian  tongue,  a  stream  of 
water. 

The  village  is  wholly  of  modern  growth;  built  up  since  1820,  and 
mainly  dependent  upon  the  manufacturing  interest  for  its  business  and 
population.     Here  in  former  times  were  the  Jiackus  iron-works;   the 
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Backus  mansion,  and  a  range  of  woods,  meadows  and  rugged  heights 
belonging  to  the  Backus  family.  Bejond  these  were  the  West  Farms 
and  the  Iljde  tavern.  Various  branches  of  the  Backus  family,  scattered 
over  tlie  Union,  look  back  to  this  place  for  their  ancestors. 

Yantic  is  also  the  birth-place  of  the  late  Joseph  Otis,  to  whom  Norwich 

is  indebted  for  its  public  library.     His  father  wrought  in  tliese  old  iron- 

\         works,  and  his  boyhood  was  spent  in  this  secluded  hamlet.     It  was  here 

that  he  acquired  habits  of  industry  and  perseverance,  and  what  education 

he  had,  was  obtained  at  the  Bean  Hill  school. 

Bean  ffiU,  in  the  early  days  of  the  settlement,  was  the  northwestern 
limit  of  the  town-plot.  No  house-lots  were  originally  laid  out  beyond  the 
point  where  the  river  crosses  the  main  street.  The  platform  of  the  hill, 
wisely  left  open  for  public  use,  was  then  probably  covered  with  forest 
trees.  It  is  still  shaded  in  part  by  a  fine  old  elm,  the  successor  of  one  of 
great  size  and  symmetry,  which,  according  to  tradition,  was  verging  toward 
decay  when  the  settlement  commenced.  Under  the  shadow  of  this  elm 
dynasty,  in  former  times  when  Bean  Hill  was  noted  for  its  business  and 
gaiety,  tables  were  spread,  speeches  made,  and  sermons  preached.  Here 
neighbors  gathered  to  hear  the  news,  and  teamsters  loitered  in  the  heat  of 
the  day. 

The  Town-plot,  the  oldest  part  of  Norwich,  originally  consisted  of  one 
long,  irregular  street,  winding  around  the  hills,  and  following  the  course  of 
the  Yantic  It  retains  still  the  same  outline,  with  but  little  variation  from 
its  first  laying  out.  The  streets,  the  house-lots,  the  garden-plots,  are  the 
same,  and  in  many  places  llie  old  first-built  walls  and  fences  remain. 
Near  the  center  is  an  open  scjuarc  or  plain,  hedged  in  on  the  north  by  a 
nmgc  of  high  ground,  rocky  and  prccij>itou9.  In  the  early  days  of  the 
settlement,  on  the  summit  of  this  hill,  towering  over  the  plain,  stood  the 
venerated  House  of  Worship,  for  many  years  the  only  public  gathering- 
place  for  a  Christian  assembly  in  the  Nine-miles-square.  The  neighbor- 
ing heights  were  doubtless  crowned  with  woods,  and  the  rocks,  now  so 
bare,  decked  with  a  luxuriant  growth  of  moss-tufts  and  creepers.  How 
beautiful  the  ascent  to  this  ISIount  Zion  ! — the  venerable  Mr.  Fitch  leading 
the  way,  and  his  pilgrim  ibllowei*s,  old  and  young,  singly  or  in  groups, 
scattered  along  the  pathway  and  gathering  at  the  sacred  porch. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  century  from  the  settlement,  the  church,  no 
longer  necessary  as  a  look-out  post  of  the  town,  came  down  from  the  hill, 
and  took  its  position  at  the  corner  of  the  Green,  where  it  now  stands. 

This  Plain,  or  Green,  was  the  place  where  trades,  merchandize,^public 
business,  military  exercises,  shows,  sports,  festivals,  and  the  general  enter- 
prize  of  the  town,  found  a  center.  The  County  Jail  stood  on  the  north 
side  at  the  foot  of  the  hill;  the  Court-Ilouse  was  in  the  open  area;  the 
Post-Olfice  not  far  from  the  meeting-house ;  two  printing-offices,  within  a 
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Stone's  throw  at  th^  west,  and  taverns,  schook  and  shops  alternating  with 
private  dwellings  around  the  border. 

The  Gourt-House  in  1798  was  removed  to  the  site  once  occupied  by  tlie 
dwelling  of  Capt  John  Mason,  (the  first  house  built  in  Norwich,)  where 
it  now  stands,  and  since  the  transfer  of  the  courts  to  Chelsea,  has  been 
used  for  a  school-house.  Trade,  noise,  bustle  and  gaiety  have  left  the 
precincts ;  the  taverns  are  closed,  and  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  Happy 
Valley  seem  to  hav6  obtained  undisturbed  possession  of  this  charmhig 
plain. 

Tet  the  germs  of  mental  and  moral  power  are  quick  with  life  beneath 
the  calm  green  of  these  quiet  scenes.  Character  draws  strength  and  elas- 
ticity from  the  soil.  From  this  nucleus  issue  forth  bright  spirits,  one  after 
another,  who  take  positions  east  or  west  and  radiate  light  through  other 
spheres.  Latent  fire  is  at  work  in  the  heart  of  a  society  from  whicli  pro- 
ceed such  young  men  as  Ilerr  Driesbach,  the  lion-tamer  i*  Aaron  S.  Ste- 
phens, the  unfortunate  participator  in  the  measures  of  John  Brown ;  Ed- 
ward Harland,  a  brigadier-general  at  the  age  of  twenty-five ;  merchants 
for  other  cities,  ministers  for  many  pulpits,  and  patriot  soldiers  to  die  for 
the  Unioq. 

Honor  to  the  old  Town-plot.  It  is  still  worthy  of  its  foundei's,  the 
Masons,  the  Fitches,  the  Huntingtons,  Hydes,  Tracys,  Leflingwells  and 
Lathrops  of  the  ancient  settlement. 

The  Falls  Village  lies  in  a  hollow  bend  of  the  Yantic,  just  where  it 
rushes  over  the  rocks  through  a  winding  cliannel  into  tlie  cove  leading  to 
the  Thames.  It  is  wholly  of  manufacturing  origin,  and  witli  tlie  exception 
of  an  old  mill-seat,  and  a  dwelling-house  built  by  Elijah  Lathrop,  is  the 
growth  of  the  last  half  century. 

The  Water-Fall  at  this  place  was  formerly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
interesting  natural  curiosities  in  this  part  of  the  country.  So  much  of  the 
stream  has  been  diverted  from  its  original  headlong  course  over  the  para- 
pet of  rocks,  for  mcciianical  uses,  that  the  description  given  of  the  aitanict 
sixty  years  ugo  seems  exaggcnited.  It  is  only  at  the  spring  lluod.s,  when 
the  swollen  river  comes  roaring  through  the  chasm,  filling  the  cliannel 
from  side  to  side,  that  we  can  realize  the  old  picturesque  grandeur  of  the 
scene. 

It  then  becomes  easy  for  the  imagination  to  re-pcople  the  landscape  with 
savage  combatants,  and  to  discern  amid  the  noise  of  the  fulling  water,  dis- 
tant echoes  of  the  war-whoop.  The  perpendicular  cliff  that  walls  the 
chasm  suggests  the  old  tradition,  and  the  Indian  tragedy  seems  again  acted 
before  us.     The  panting  Narragansetts  come  suddenly  amid  the  thick 


*  Samuel,  son  of  Consider  Sterry,  is  supposed  to  be  identical  with  this  Iicro  of  the 
hippodrome, — Ucrr  Dnesbach  being  the  name  assumed  when  lie  became  a  circus  actor. 


niSTOBYOFNORWIOH.  28 

woods  upon  the  edge  of  tlie  precipice,  and  plunge,  or  arc  driven  by  their 
yictorious  pursuers,  over  the  battlements  upon  the  pointed  rocks  below. 

Chelsea  Plain  in  its  whole  extent  from  the  range  of  hills  by  which  it  is 
circumscribed  on  the  east,  to  the  brink  of  No-man's  Acre,  is  without  rocks, 
and  resembles  an  alluvial  formation,  or  the  bed  of  a  lake.  Gravel  and 
rounded  stones,  differing  in  their  character  from  tlie  gneiss  and  hornblende 
of  the  neighlx)ring  heights,  are  found  a  few  feet  below  the  surface.  The 
form  of  the  land  in  its  descent  toward  the  river,  the  clef\s  in  the  bankSf 
and  various  {leculiar  configurations,  suggest  the  idea  of  some  violent  force 
exerted  in  post  ngcs,  such  as  the  rush  of  retiring  waters  and  the  fitful 
sweep  of  nn  eddy.* 

Tliis  Plain  is  n  very  beautiful  part  of  Norwich.  Here  is  the  Free 
A(*ndfMny,  n  mngninccnt  building  planted  in  the  midst  of  ample  spacOi 
with  n  romnnlic  wocMlland  for  its  background, — the  broad  and  open  Pork, . 
— the  Uncos  lilonumcnt,  overshadowed  with  almost  sepulchral  gloom, — 
a  small  but  tasteful  churcli, — the  Yantic  Cemetery,  already  rich  in  its 
memorials  of  departed  worth,  and  continually  amassing  sacred  treasures, — 
many  elegant  private  mansions,  gracefully  varied  in  ^g'^  style  and  posi- 
tion, and  everywhere  groups  and  columns  of  towering,  interlacing  trees. 

It  b)  on  this  plain  that  wo  may  with  some  degree  of  probability  ^x  the 
seat  of  nn  Indian  snchcm  and  a  village  of  wigwams  prior  to  tlie  English 
settlements.  The  Yantic  cove  below,  we  may  assume,  was  their  canoe- 
place,  for  like  other  savages  they  would  naturally  congregate  at  the  foot  of 
a  waterfall.  Near  at  hand  is  the  ravine  by  which  they  ascended  to  the 
plain,  where  stood  their  matted  tcnta  and  corn-fields.  Waweekus  Hill,  the 
rock-browed  head  of  Norwich,  looking  down  the  river  and  commanding 
the  entrance  to  the  streams  on  either  side,  was  their  watcli-post  and  place 
of  refuge.  This  we  may  infer  from  its  ancient  name  of  Fort  Hill.  They 
have,  moreover,  lefl  arrow-heads  and  stone  pestles  embedded  in  the  soiI> 
and  their  royal  burying-ground  on  the  brink  of  the  upland,  to  attest  their 
residence  and  identify  tlicir  aboriginal  character. 

The  CiVy,  or  central  part  of  Norwich,  encompasses  the  meeting-place 
of  the  Yantic,  the  Slietiicket,  and  the  Thames,  spreading  over  both  sides 
of  cjicli  of  these  three  rivers.  It  is  an  assemblage  of  side-hills  and  hill- 
tops, with  rivers  gliding  at  their  feet.  The  upper  streets  are  declivities, 
and  the  buildings  lie  in  tiers  one  above  another.  In  ascending  the  river 
by  night,  the  houses  on  the  hill  seem  suspended  in  the  air.  The  lower 
streets  have  either  been  won  from  the  water,  or  blasted  out  of  the  rock. 
The  bold  projections  along  the  border  line  have  been  moulded  into  foun- 
datioM:^  for  wharves,  olfices,  and  fi*eight-houses.  Central  Wharf,  a  stupen- 
dous |)lairorm  (^vered  with  shops,  factories,  and  machinery  of  various  kinds, 

*  Tlio  cicvntioii  of  tho  IMtiiii  above  tho  lovol  of  Shctuckct  nnd  Main  streets,  at  their 
intersection,  nccordinj;  to  an  old  mcasnrcmcnt  of  surveyors,  was  78  fcot. 
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and  affording  facilities  for  an  extensive  trade  in  coal  and  lumber,  has  been 
wholly  created,  and  a  railway  laid  along  the  semicircular  border  of  the 
promontory  forms  a  connecting  link  between  the  railroads  to  Amherst  and 
to  Worcester,  which  run  from  hence  northwest  and  northeast,  leaving 
Norwich  between  tliem  at  their  point  of  junction. 

In  this  part  of  Norwich  since  1885  the  advance  in  the  style  of  build- 
ings, both  public  and  private,  has  been  surprisingly  rapid, — almost  like 
the  changes  of  imagery  in  an  enchanter's  mirror.  Churches,  banks, — and 
among  the  most  recent,  the  noble  bank  building  in  Shetucket  street,  stand- 
ing upon  the  brink  of  a  ledge  of  rock,  with  the  narrow,  dark  river  far 
do>vn  in  its  rear, — mercantile  blocks,  armories  and  machine-shops,  school- 
houses  of  grand  proportion  and  finished  detail,  the  Waureegan  Hotel,  the 
Otis  Library,  Breed  Hall,  one  after  another,  have  taken  their  places  in 
the  scene.  Elegant  mansions,  in  all  the  various  styles  of  cottage,  city, 
country  and  castellated  architecture,  erected  at  a  cost  varying  fi*om  five  to 
forty  thousand  dollars,  and  collecting  around  them  groves  and  gardens  of 
exquisite  beauty,  rise  along  the  streets  and  extend  over  the  hills.  So 
great  are  the  transformations,  that  absentees  of  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  on 
returning  are  embarrassed  in  endeavoring  to  trace  out  their  former  haunts. 
Taste  and  enterprise,  led  on  by  prosperity,  are  in  continual  opoitUion, 
creating  the  new,  remodeling  the  old,  transforming  the  rude  into  the  ele- 
gant, the  barren  cliff  to  a  verdant  terrace,  and  gullies  of  simd  and  gravel 
to  gardens  of  fruitfulness  and  bloom. 

West  Chelsea  was  formerly  noted  for  ship  building.  Not  only  common 
trading  vessels,  but  ships  of  considenible  size,  wei*e  constructed  hero 
under  disadvantages  which  energy  and  peraeverance  only  could  have  con- 
quered, the  narrowness  of  the  river  making  it  necessary  to  launch  them 
side-ways  or  diagonally. 

Oak-spring  hill,  Baptist  hill  and  Mount  ricasant  are  names  hy  which 
this  high  district  has  been  l<K*ally  known  at  dificrciit  periods.  Here, 
under  tbe  shade  of  venerable  ti-ecs,  far  above  the  level  of  the  river,  above 
the  line  of  numberless  chimneys  and  tree-tops,  springs  t»f  pure  water  that 
have  never  been  known  to  fail,  rise  to  tiie  surface  of  the  earth.  For 
many  years  one  of  these  perpetual  fountains  has  supplied  a  portion  of  tho 
city  with  water. 

This  hill  was  in  former  times  covered  with  a  stately  forest,  and  until  a 
recent  period  all  the  roads  and  patliways  on  this  side  of  the  river  led 
through  woods  and  thickets.  Streets  and  houses  are  now  extending  over 
the  heights,  and  the  waste  lands  are  rapidly  piissing  into  g:u'dcns  and  cul- 
tivated fields. 

Below  West  Chelsea,  on  the  river,  is  a  place  formerly  4vnown  as  a  re- 
treat for  fishing  boats,  with  here  and  there  a  farm  house  in  sight  upon  the 
bank,  and  called  Bushneirs  Cove.     A  distillery  was  an  old  occupant  of 


HISTORY    OF    NORWICH.  25 

the  Point,  and  a  house  near  by  was  at  one  time  kept  as  a  tavern.  Since 
the  year  1850,  an  entire  change  has  been  effected  in  this  locality,  and  the 
present  appearance  is  no  more  like  the  former  than  if  a  new  creation  had 
taken  place.  Mitchell's  iron  works,  Wetmore's  ship-yard,  and  the  com- 
mercial enterprise  of  J.  M.  Huntington  &  Co.,  have  transformed  this 
secluded  station  into  a  thriving  village,  whicli  lies  within  the  city  bounds, 
but  is  distinguished  by  the  appropriate  name  of 

Thamesmlle, 

A  v.n5t  amount  of  labor  has  here  been  expended  in  leveling,  grading 
and  building.  The  high  banks  have  been  broken  up  and  gradually  de- 
posited at  the  river  sitlc,  changing  the  marshes  and  shallows  into  acres  of 
solid  grountl.  lly  perseverance  and  capital,  overcoming  obstacles,  ample 
Ppact*  and  farililies  for  business  have  been  obtained,  and  the  village  now 
exhibit  Fcvenil  handsome  dwelling  houses,  a  steam  engine  and  machine 
factory,  a  well  pro[>ared  ship-yard,  convenient  wliarfage  and  a  quay,  with 
all  the  necessary  appurtenances  of  workshops,  warehouses  and  tenements. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  river,  below  tlie  mouth  of  the  Shetucket,  is  the 
wild  and  romantic  district  of  Laurel  Hillj  one  of  the  youngest  of  the 
Norwich  gmup  of  villages.  So  late  as  1850,  this  bank  of  the  river  re- 
mained chiefly  in  its  natural  condition,  abrupt,  rocky  and  uncultivated, 
with  a  single  farm-house  in  an  extent  of  two  or  three  miles. 

It  lias  had  no  magic  touch  from  the  wand  of  manufacture,  no  mines  or 
marble  quarries  lurk  beneath  the  surface ;  it  stands  apart  from  the  clash 
of  mills  and  machinery,  but  under  the  management  of  taste  and  enterprise, 
pleasant  homes  and  fertile  gardens  have  risen  along  the  rugged  slopes, 
bursting  out  one  aficr  another,  like  the  old  laurel  blossoms,  for  which  the 
l)lace  WHS  noted,  at  the  call  of  June.  The  first  dwelling  house  was  erected 
in  1852.  It  numbers  at  the  present  time,  (18G5,)  45  houses;  has  70 
scholars  for  the  public  schools,  and  sends  50  votei*s  to  the  polls. 

JEast  Chelsea  was  originally  the  least  desirable  of  all  the  suburbs  of  the 
city.  The  river  swept  over  it  at  every  freshet,  and  receding,  left  it  cov- 
ered with  the  stones  and  rubbish  that  came  down  imbedded  in  the  ice- 
blocks,  or  torn  up  by  the  impetuosity  of  the  current.  Hence,  probably, 
it  obtained  the  descriptive  name  of  Swallow-all.  Franklin  street  was  a 
rug^^ed  lane  winding  into  the  woods  between  Stony  Brook  and  Burial 
Ground  hill.  The  brook  itself,  alternately  a  quiet  stream  and  a  roaring 
torrent,  having  received  its  petty  branches  and  its  tributary  pond,  flowed 
into  the  Shetucket,  crossing  Main  street  in  the  line  of  Franklin  Square. 

The  brook  and  the  massive  stones  that  covered  it,  are  now  far  beneath 
the  surfjice  of  the  street,  the  soil  having  accumulated  above  to  the  depth 
of  several  feet.  Churches,  handsome  houses,  mercantile  blocks,  a  railroad 
depot,  and  various  forms  of  business,  occupy  the  once  neglected  surface. 

Franklin  street,  elevated,  widened,  lengthened,  and  lined  witli  buildings 
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on  either  side,  has  become  a  busy  thoroughfare  and  tlie  seat  of  several 
large  manufacturing  establishments ;  among  them  are  the  gigtuitic  works 
of  the  Norwich  Arms  Company,  which,  during  the  pressure  of  the  war, 
had  the  workmen  at  command,  and  the  machinery  in  operation,  capable 
of  turning  out  400  finished  muskets  per  day.* 

Greenevilley  on  the  Shetuckct,  was  indebted,  in  its  origin,  to  the  foresight 
and  well-directed  enterprise  of  William  C.  Gilman  and  William  P.  Greene. 
The  former  made  the  first  purchase ;  the  latter  followed  out  and  completed 
the  grand  design,  and  is  imperishably  connected  with  its  name. 

It  was  founded  upon  manufacturing  privileges.  Dams,  canals  and  fac- 
tories were  here  coeval  with  dwelling  houses  and  families.  A  first  speci- 
men of  each  sate  down  together  in  1829,  and  these  rapidly  grew  into  a 
community.  A  school  was  established  in  1832,  a  Congregational  church 
organized  January  1st,  1833,  and  a  house  for  worship  completed  in  1835. 

Greeneville  affords  a  striking  illustration  of  the  success  with  which, 
under  the  influence  of  wise  regulations  and  liberal  patronage,  an  assem- 
blage of  various  nations  and  pursuits  may  be  wrought  into  a  prosi}erous 
and  well-ordered  community.  Tlds  village  has  now  several  large  facto- 
ries, with  the  great  Shetucket  Cotton  Mill  and  the  mammoth  Chelsea 
paper-mill  at  their  head ;  three  churches,  an  excellent  system  of  graded 
schools,  and  a  population  of  3,000  or  more,  gathered  from  five  different 
nations, — ranking  them  in  the  order  of  numbers, — Irish,  American,  Scotch, 
English  and  German.  So  far  they  have  worked  well  together,  and  give 
promise  of  soon  becoming  a  homogeneous  community. 

This  cursory  sun'cy  of  Norwich  is  sufficient  to  show  how  richly  she 
has  been  endowed  by  nature  with  sources  of  prosperity  and  with  what 
happy  results  these  facilities  have  been  thus  far  improved. 

Li  available  sites  for  manufactories  the  town  is  peculiarly  favored. 

It  is  surrounded  by  a  farming  region,  fertile,  extensive  and  well  culti- 
vated, which  mokes  it  advantageous  us  an  agricultural  nuirket. 

Its  situation  at  the  head  of  a  navigable  river  gives  it  facilities  for  fur- 
nishing supplies  to  a  widely  extended  back  country  and  to  the  numerous 
mill  seats  and  villages  that  occupy  the  tributary  streams. 

POPULATION. 

1756 — ^5,540.  of  whom  223  were  colored. 
1774_7^321.     1,024  families;  901  dwelling-houses. 
1779—7,187. 


1780—6,541. 

1790--3,284. 
1800—3,476. 


AFTER   TUB   DIVISION   OF   TUB   TOWN. 


*See  article  ''Nonvich  Armories,"  in  Harper's  Magazine  for  March,  18G4. 
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Ccnsafl  tnkon  bj  Benjamin  Tracy  nt  tho  close  of  the  year  1810 : 

Free  white  mnlos,  1,554 

Free  white  females,  1 ,807 

Free  colored  persons,  1 52 

Slaves,  12 


Total,  3,525 
1830—3,624. 
1830—5,179. 

1840— Free  whit©  males,  3,254 

Free  white  females,  3,633 

Colored  persons,  352 

Total,  7,239 

1850—10,265. 

I860 — 14,058,  of  whom  361  were  colored. 

AcronlinjT  to  tho  Grand  List  of  1864,  Norwich  has  1727  dwoUing-honses;  267  stores ; 
41  manufuctorios  ;  758  horses;  533  carriages  ;  613  time-keepers. 

Total  ralue  of  property,  $16,094,637;  of  taxable  property,  $10,649,619. 

Total  number  of  polls  registered,  1764;  military  exempts,  47;  firemen,  296;  other 
exempts,  107  :  total  taxable  polls,  1314. 

It  has  seven  hanks,  besides  one  for  savings  and  a  savings  society  that  has  been  forty 
years  in  operation ;  fonr  insurance  companies ;  seventeen  churches ;  eight  school  dis- 
tricts ;  thirty-nine  public  schools ;  and  a  Free  Academy,  open  for  an  academical  educa- 
tion to  all  tlie  children  of  the  town,  free  of  expense,  and  without  regard  to  sex  or  con- 
dition. 

By  the  old  stage  route,  from  Norwich  to  New  York  is  128  miles  ;  to  New  Haven,  58 ; 
to  Boston,  80 ;  to  Hartford,  38,  and  about  the  same  distance  to  Providence. 

By  the  Norwich  &  Worcester  Railroad,  Boston  is  reached  in  four  hours.  By  the 
Northern  Railroad  to  New  London,  and  the  New  Haven  Railroad,  New  York  is  reached 
in  six  hours;  by  the  Northern  Railroad  ard  the  steamboat  hno  connected  with  it,  in 
eight  or  nine  hours. 

I^tirudc,  41<»,  33',  N. 

Longitude,  72**,  7',  W.  of  Greenwich. 

MBASUREMBNTS. 

Line  between  Norwich  and  Lisbon,  by  tho  Shetuckot  river,  4  miles  and  a  few  rods. 

Between  Norwich  and  Franklin,  54  miles. 

Between  Norwich  and  Bozrnh,  4}  miles. 

Between  Norwich  and  Montvillo,  by  Trading  Cove  and  brook,  3j  miles. 

From  Trading  Cove  to  the  mouth  of  tlie  Shctuckct,  2  miles,  100  rods. 

From  thence  by  tho  river  to  Lathrop's  bridge,  3  miles,  80  rods. 

From  1st  Society  Court  House  to  Ijatlirop's  bridge,  a  little  over  3  miles. 

to  Lovett's  bridge,  4  miles. 

over  Plain  Hill  to  Franklin  line,  4\  miles. 

to  Trading  Cove,  (New  Loudon  road,)  3k  miles. 

to  Wharf  bridge,  2  miles. 


II  II  tt 

If  II  <f 

ii  II  If 

If  11  II 


CHAPTER  IL 
Aboriginal  Uibtobt  of  thb  Ninb-Milbs-Squabb. 

Whbn  the  English  began  tlieir  settlements  in  the  eastern  part  of  Con- 
necticut, they  found  the  Mohcgans  claiming  and  holding  by  a  kind  of  wan- 
dering possession,  a  large  area  back  from  the  sea-coast,  and  extending  far 
into  the  interior  of  tlie  country.  IIow  was  their  title  obtained  ?  Not  by 
inheritance  or  conquest,  but  apparently  by  stepping  into  vacancy  and  occu- 
pying the  seats  of  an  extinct  or  fugitive  race.  Tliis  appears  to  have  been 
the  origin  of  the  right  which  Uncas  had  to  the  Nine-miles -square,  and  to 
several  other  fair  towns,  the  ownership  of  wliich  is  derived  from  liim  and 
his  sons.  In  point  of  fact,  this  title  could  not  be  fairly  challenged ;  for  as 
aborigines  and  as  present  sole  occupants,  their  right  was  parumount  to  all 
others.  The  Englisli  had  no  claim  beyond  the  line  of  their  conquests  on 
the  sea-board. 

But  who  were  the  antecedent  inhabitants  of  the  Nine-milcs-sipiare  ? 
Wliat  people  had  fished  in  its  streams,  swept  over  it  with  their  hunting 
bands,  and  built  their  huts  upon  its  area,  not  only  before  Mnsun  and  Fitch 
set  up  their  pillars  in  the  wilderness,  but  before  Uncas  bcciune  a  sachem 
and  his  people  a  tribe  ?  On  this  point  no  certainty  has  been  obtained. 
The  Pequots  were  the  earliest  children  of  the  soil,  of  whom  we  have 
any  knowledge.  Beyond  the  Pequots  we  recede  into  darkness  and  ob- 
livion. 

A  committee  appointed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies 
to  inquire  into  the  claims  of  Uncas  to  the  Pecjuot  territory,  made  a  report 
in  16G3,  which  throws  some  light  on  the  ancient  condition  of  that  tract  oi 
land  which  is  now  Norwich.  They  had  consulted,  they  say,  "old  and 
creditable  chiefs,"  and  the  testimony  obtained  goes  a  step  beyond  the 
Pequot  war,  and  gives  us  a  8tarting-|)oint  lor  our  history. 

"They  jointly  affirm  that  Uncaa  had  at  first  but  little  land  and  very  few  men,  inso- 
much ho  could  not  make  a  hunt,  but  always  hunted  by  order  fi-oni  other  Sachems,  and 
in  their  companicfl ;  which  Sachems,  being  five  brothers,  lived  at  a  place  culled  by  tlic 
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Indinn?,  Soudnhqne,*  at  or  near  the  place  where  Major  Mason  now  liveth,  [t. «.,  Nor- 
wich,] who  were  the  sons  of  the  great  Pequot  Sachem's  sister,  and  so  became  rerj 
great  Sachems,  and  had  their  bounds  rery  largo,  extending  their  bounds  bj  Connecti- 
cut pnth,t  almost  to  Connecticut,)  and  eastward  meeting  with  the  bounds  of  Pasquat- 
tuck,  (who  lived  at  Showtuckctt,  being  a  Pequot  Sachem  whose  bounds  extended 
castwnrtl  and  took  in  Pachang  ;§)  the  which  five  Sachems  being  brothers  grow  so  great 
and  so  proud  that  upon  liunting  they  quarrelled  with  the  Pequots,  at  which  the  great 
Pcqnot  [.Sachem]  l>cing  angry  with  tlicm,  made  war  upon  them  and  conquered  them 
and  their  country,  and  they  all  fled  into  Narragansctt  country,  (learing  their  country 
and  men  unto  the  Pcqnot  Sachem,)  from  whence  they  never  returned,  but  there  died. 
So  that  Indians  aflRrni  all  their  lands  and  Woncas's  too,  according  to  their  customs  and 
manners  were  Pequot  lands,  being  by  them  conquered,  and  now  are  the  true  right  of 
the  English,  they  having  conquered  the  Pequots/'Q 

Acconling  to  tliis  testimony,  the  Ninc-miles-square,  at  a  period  not  long 
anterior  to  the  arrival  of  the  English,  was  inhabited  bj  bands  of  Indians 
whose  rulers  were  allied  to  the  royal  Pequot  race,  and  probably  they  and 
their  ]>cople  were  of  Pequot  origin. 

Nothing  more  is  known  of  these  children  of  the  soil.  They  were  doubt- 
less few  in  number,  and  passed  away  like  dry  leaves  of  the  forest,  swept 
off  by  winds,  or  beaten  into  the  earth  by  wintry  storms.  Perhaps  the 
report  of  the  oged  chiefs  was  correct,  that  they  withdrew  into  Norragan- 
sett  and  coalesced  with  its  tribes.  The  territory  that  had  been  occupied 
by  these  five  brothers,  however,  again  rises  to  the  view  in  1643.  It  was 
then  claimed  by  Uncos,  the  Mohegan  chief,  and  bore  the  general  name  of 
Mohogan. 

Vurioiis  liistorical  notices  tend  to  show  that  the  Mohegans  were  origin- 
ally a  river  tribe,  possessing  lands  on  the  Connecticut,  in  what  are  now 
the  towns  of  East  Hartford  and  East  Windsor.  The  father  of  Uncas 
having  married  into  the  royal  Pequot  family,  acquired  by  this  alliance  a 
right  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  Pequot  river,  since 
known  as  Mohcg:in  j)ropcr,  and  here  fixed  the  principal  seat  of  his 
sachcnidom.  The  cliicrs,  consulted  by  the  committee  before  mentioned, 
tc5lifit.'d  that  Uncas  was  "  akin  to  tlie  Pcquot««,"  and  that  he  received  this 
tribal  seat  by  inheritance  from  his  father.  Thus,  when  the  Civc  sachems 
were  drivcMi  from  their  possessions  in  the  neigliborhood,  the  Mohegans 
stood  ready  to  8proa<l  their  hunting  and  fishing  claims  over  the  relinquished 
country  and  include  it  in  their  domain. 


•  iyjitdiifi'/nc:  the  nnnio  comes  to  \v\  through  several  copyists  in  this  form.  It  may 
have  Ikjcii  identirnl  with  Souduck,  a  variation  of  Showtuck,  Sliowtuckct.  It  has  been 
sugpastcd  also  that  the  word  was  originally  written  Yontahquef  a  name  of  which  our 
modern  Yantic  would  bo  the  representative. 

t  The  mnd  to  Hartford. 

X  The  tliroo  towns  of  Hartford,  Wcthcrsficld  and  Windsor  then  constituted  Connect- 
icut. 

4  Sliowtuckct  and  Pacliniig  are  now  Lisbon  and  Griswold. 

I  Conn.  Col.  llec,  3  :  479. 
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The  Tantic  water-fall  appears  to  have  been  a  favorite  resort  of  the 
Mohegons.  It  was  their  landing  place  and  their  fisliing  ))]ucc.  It  is 
probable  that  they  had  wigwams  at  intervals  in  the  ncigliborhood,  and 
that  it  became  one  of  their  wandering  homes.  This  8U[>|M)sition  harmo- 
nizes witli  tlie  fact  that  the  first  English  settlers  found  here  a  '*  place  of 
Indian  Graves"  which  was  venerated  by  Uncas  as  the  spot  where  his 
parents  and  relatives  were  buried. 

As  a  tributary  chief,  Uncas  was  exceedingly  restless  and  ambitious. 
J^ve  times,  the  Indians  said,  he  rebelled  against  his  superior,  ond  each 
time  was  expelled  from  his  possessions,  and  his  followers  subjected  to  the 
sway  of  the  conqueror.  But  at  this  extremity,  he  had  always  managed, 
by  submission  and  entreaty,  to  gain  the  pardon  of  his  liege  lord  and  re- 
cover his  inheritance. 

Still  another  of  these  rebellious  outbreaks  occurred  about  the  time  that 
the  English  first  settled  upon  Connecticut  river.  Uncas  being  once  more 
defeated  by  Sassacus,  retired  to  the  territory  claimed  by  the  Mohegons, 
near  Windsor,  where  some  of  the  tribe  still  remained.  This  brought  him 
into  the  neighborhood  and  to  the  knowledge  of  the  English,  and  parlicu- 
hirly  of  Capt.  Mason,  whom  he  joined,  with  seventy  Mohcgan  and  river 
Indians,  in  the  famous  expedition  against  the  Fequots,  in  May,  1  Gd7. 

The  success  of  this  enterprise  opened  the  way  for  his  return  to  his  seat 
upon  Pequot  river.  He  was  henceforward  protected  and  fostered  by  thp 
English,  his  claims  to  large  tracts  of  land  allowed,  and  the  number  of  his 
subjects  greatly  increased  by  the  captives  bestowed  upon  him,  and  the 
fugitives  that  sought  his  protection.  In  the  words  of  other  Indians,  'Mhe 
English  mode  him  high." 

The  Narragansetts  and  Mohegans  were  rival  races ;  their  sachems  jeal- 
ous of  each  other,  and  the  people  ever  ready  to  break  out  into  rancorous 
warfare.  The  early  history  of  Connecticut  is  perplexed  with  aceouuts  of 
their  petty  quarrels.  Our  present  Norwich  was  tiien  the  Mohegun  fron- 
tier, the  battle-ground  and  lurking  place  of  hostile  tribes.  Among  its 
rocks  and  ravines  the  scouting  parties  of  the  Narragansetts  often  laid 
their  snares  or  found  shelter  when  pursued ;  and  here  also  was  the  look- 
out  post  of  the  Mohegans,  when  expecting  an  attack  from  the  foe. 

In  1638,  the  hostile  sachems,  Miantonomoh  and  Uncas,  through  the 
persuasion  or  authority  of  the  English,  entered  into  an  agreement  at 
Hartford,  not  to  make  war  upon  each  other  without  first  appealing  to  the 
English.  But  mutual  dislike  and  national  jealousy  were  easily  inflamed 
into  open  hostility,  and  neither  party,  when  roused  to  the  conflict,  waited 
for  the  sanction  of  its  neighbors.  An  open  rupture  at  length  took  place, 
the  immediate  cause  of  which  is  thus  stated  by  Governor  Winthrop  of 
Massachusetts,  in  his  journal : 
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"Onkns,  being  provoked  bj  Seqnaason,  a  sacbem  of  Connecticut,  made  war  upon 
him,  and  slew  divers  of  his  men,  and  bomt  his  wigwams ;  whereapon  Minantannomoh 
being  his  kinsman,  took  oflTonco  against  Onkus,  and  wont  with  near  one  thousand  men 
and  set  upon  Onkus  before  he  could  be  provided  for  defence,  for  he  had  not  then  with 
him  above  three  or  four  hundred  men." 

Other  historians,  and  among  them  Trumbull,  in  his  History  of  Connee- 
ticut,  trace  the  dispute  farther  back,  to  an  attempt  which  was  made  to 
assassinate  Uncas  by  a  Pequot,  who  was  suspected  to  have  been  incited 
to  this  act  by  the  Narragansett  sachem.  Of  this,  however,  no  satisfactory 
proof  was  ever  lulduced.  Miantonomoh  indignantly  denied  the  charge, 
and  retorted  upon  Uncas  that  he  had  cut  his  own  arm  with  a  flint,  and 
tlien  accused  the  Pequot  of  wounding  him.  But  whatever  might  be  the 
incident  which  supplied  the  spark  of  ignition,  the  materials  had  long  been 
gathering,  and  the  flume  broke  forth  in  the  summer  of  1G43.  The  follow- 
ing account,  more  miimte  than  is  usually  given  of  this  contest,  is  deduced 
from  a  careful  comparison  of  tlio  earliest  histories,  with  tlie  traditions  of 
the  Mohcgans. 

Miantonomoh  having  secretly  assembled  a  force  of  five  or  six  hundred 
warriors,*  marched  against  the  Mohcgans.  He  expected  to  take  them  by 
surprise,  the  season  being  that  in  which  they  were  usually  busy  in  their 
cornfields,  or  engaged  in  fishing,  and  he  might  reasonably  anticipate  a 
brilliant  victory.  But  Uncas  was  a  wary  chieftain  ;  his  partizans  were  at 
that  very  time  abroad,  and  he  soon  received  information  of  the  movements 
'  of  his  enemies.  According  to  tradition  the  Narragansetts  were  first  dis- 
covered as  they  were  crossing  the  Shetuckct  at  a  fording  place,  near  the 
junction  of  the  Quinncbaug. 

From  this  point  they  came  streaming  onward  through  the  woods  and 
over  the  long  hill  Ihat  commands  the  valley  of  the  Yantic.  This  was  one 
of  the  common  routes  from  Narragansett  to  Mohegan,  and  without  doubtj 
Uncas  in  seasons  of  peculiar  peril  kept  the  path  strictly  watched. 

Having  received  information  of  their  approach,  he  assembled  his  men 
with  great  celerity  and  boldly  advanced  to  meet  the  foe. 

When  he  reached  what  is  called  the  Great  Plain,  three  or  four  miles 
from  his  principal  settlement,  and  a  mile  and  a  half  south-west  of  the 
Yantic,  he  learned  llmt  the  Narrngansclts  had  crossed  the  fords  of  the 
Yantic,  [at  Noniaii's  acre,]  and  were  pouring  down  'upon  him.  He  im- 
mediately halted,  arranged  his  men  on  a  rising  ground,  and  made  them 


•Nine  hundred,  or  one  thousnnd,  snys  Trumbull,  and  the  warriors  of  Uncas  four  or 
five  hundred.  This  is  an  over-estimate,  as  an  inquiry  into  the  effective  force  of  tho 
two  tril>Cf«  will  show,  lliilf  the  numhcr  assij^ncd  in  each  rase,  would  prohahly  como 
nearer  to  tho  truth.  In  Mohc^an  proper,  there  is  no  reason  to  Fupposo  that  even  two 
hundred  warrioin  could  have  hccu  found  at  that  time,  and  ihou^h  Uncas  mi^lit  com- 
mand the  services  of  several  small  tributary  bands,  he  could  have  had  no  opportunity 
to  assemble  them  for  this  servico. 


\ 
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acquainted  with  a  stratagem,  the  effect  of  which  he  was  about  to.prove. 
He  had  scarcely  given  his  warriors  instructions  how  to  act,  before  the 
Narragansetts  appeared  on  an  opposite  declivity.  Uncas  sent  forward  a 
messenger,  desiring  a  parley  with  Miantonomoh,  which  was  granted,  and 
the  two  chiefs  met  on  the  plain,  between  their  respective  aimies.  Uncas 
then  proposed  that  the  fortune  of  the  day  should  be  decided  by  themselves 
in  single  combat,  and  the  lives  of  their  warriors  spared.  His  proposition 
was  thus  expressed :  ^  Let  us  two  fight  it  out :  if  you  kill  me,  my  men 
shall  be  yours ;  but  if  I  kill  you,  your  men  shall  be  mine." 

Miantonomoh,  who  seems  to  have  suspected  some  crafty  mancuuvre,  in 
this  unusual  proposition,  replied  disdainfully,  <<My  men  came  to  fight,  and 
they  shall  fight"  Uncas  immediately  gave  a  pre-concerted  signal  to  his 
followers,  by  falling  flat  upon  his  face  to  the  ground.  They,  being  all 
prepared  witli  bent  bows,  instantly  discharged  a  shower  of  arrows  upon 
the  enemy,  and  raising  the  battle  yell,  rushed  forward  with  their  toma- 
hawks, their  chieftain  starting  up  and  leading  the  onset.  The  Narragan- 
setts, who  were  carelessly  awaiting  the  result  of  the  conference,  and  not 
expecting  that  the  Mohegans  would  venture  to  fight  at  all  with  such  infe- 
rior force,  were  taken  by  surprise ;  and  afler  a  short  and  confused  attempt 
at  resistance,  were  put  to  flight.  The  fugitives  and  their  pui*sucrs,  with 
despairing  cries  and  triumphant  shouts,  crossed  the  river  at  the  shallows 
and  swept  like  a  whirlwind  over  the  hills,  regardless  of  tangled  forests, 
rushing  torrents  and  precipitous  ledges  of  rock.  The  courae  of  flight  and 
pursuit  led  across  the  Yantic  shoals  below  Neman's  acre,  and  from  tlience 
through  Norwich,  over  the  high  ridge  of  Ox-hill,  toward  the  well-known 
fords  of  the  Shetucket,  above  the  month  of  the  (^uinnabang. 

One  of  the  Mohegan  Captains,  who  was  very  swifl  of  foot,  singled  out 
Miantonomoh  and  pursued  him  with  relentless  pertinacity.  The  sachem 
had  nearly  reached  the  river,  but  being,  it  is  said,  encumbered  niul  retarded 
by  a  corslet  of  mail,*  his  piii*sucr  overtook  him,  and  throwiufi;  himself 
against  him,  impeded  his  motion.  When  the  chief  had  recovered  hintself, 
he  repeated  the  act,  continuing  thus  to  obstruct  his  flight,  but  not  attempt- 
ing to  seize  him,  that  Uncas  might  come  up  and  have  the  honor  of  his 
capture.  The  moment  that  Uncos  touched  his  shoulder,  Miantonomoh 
stopped,  and  without  the  least  resistance,  remained  calm  and  silent.  Un- 
cas, surveying  him,  demanded  why  he  did  not  speak.  "If  you  had  taken 
me,"  he  said,  "I  would  have  besought  you  for  my  life."t  The  captive 
chief  made  no  reply,  "choosing  rather  to  die,  than  to  make  supplication 
for  his  life."t     Uncas,  giving  the  Indian  whoop  of  victory,  collected  his 


*  Famished  by  Gorton  of  Rhode  Isluiid.    Probably  it  wus  ouly  n  pndded  or  quilted 
vest  to  check  the  force  of  an  Indian  arrow. 

tWinthrop2:  158.     Saragu'H  edition,  1853. 

I  Hubbard,  451. 
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men  around  him  and  the  strife  ceased.  The  conflict  had  been  short,  and 
the  pursuit  rapid,  occupying  the  shortest  space  of  time  in  which  we  may 
suppose  the  fleet-footed  Indians  to  have  swept  over  a  distance  of  five  or 
six  miles. 

About  thirty  Narragansctts  were  slain  and  many  more  wounded. 
Among  the  latter  wore  two  of  the  sons  of  Canonicus  and  a  brother  of 
Minnlonomoh. 

We  have  said  above  that  a  Mohegan  warrior  overtook  Miantonomoh  in 
his  flight,  impeded  his  steps,  and  materially  assisted  Uncas  in  hunting  him 
down.     According  to  Winthrop's  account,  it  was  two  of  the  flying  sachem's 
own  men  who  arrested  his  course  and  gave  him  up  to  Uncas,  hoping  thereby 
to  obtain  fnvornblc  terms  for  themselves ;  but  the  Mohegan  sachem,  indig- 
nant at  their  treachery,  slew  them  on  the  spot.    This  account  is  happily 
at  variance  with  other  contemporary  testimony,  which  states  tliat  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Narmgansett  chief  was  secured  by  a  Mohegan,  and  not  by  the 
cowanlice  and  treachery  of  his  own  companions.    The  very  name  of  the 
fortunate  warrior  has  been  preserved.     Mr.  Thomas  Peters,  who  was 
shortly  aHerward  a  visitor  at  the  fort  of  Uncas,  mentions  Taniaqutesan  as 
the  Mohegan  captain  ''who  flrst  Angered  Miantonomio.''     Hubbard  also,, 
in  his  History,  gives  the  credit  of  the  capture  to  the  same  chief.*     More- 
over it  was  this  exploit  that  elevated  the  name  of  Tantaquieson,  (or  Tan- 
taquidgin,  as  it  was  pronounced  in  later  days,)  and  made  it  an  honorable 
one  among  the  Mohegans.     His  descendants  long  afterwards,  in  their  visita> 
among  the  neighboring  whites,  were  accustomed  to  boast  of  the  capture  of' 
the  great  Narragansett  giant  by  their  nncestor. 

But  wliile  it  exalted  the  warrior  in  the  estimation  of  his  own  people,  it 
pointed  him  out  as  the  special  object  of  Narragansett  vengeance,  exposing 
him  botli  to  open  attack  and  secret  assassination.  Various  snares  were 
laid  for  him,  and  both  crafl  and  courage  cm[)loyed  to  accomplish  his 
destruction ;  but  apparently  he  escaped  all  designs  against  his  life,  and 
died  in  a  (juiet  way.f 

Traditions  of  tliis  remarkable  contest,  embellished  probably  with  various 
legendary  additions,  have  been  preserved  both  by  the  whites  and  Indians 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  scene.  In  point  of  fact,  it  is  the  most  conspic- 
uous purely  Indian  fight  recorded  in  the  annals  of  New  England.  The 
English  had  no  direct  concern  in  the  conflict.  It  was  entirely  aboriginal 
in  it.^  character  and  execution.  The  numbers  engaged,  the  dignity  of  the 
sachems,  the  importance  of  its  results,  and  the  romantic  incidents  in  its 
train,  c<)nd)ine  to  enhance  the  interest  of  the  contest,  and  to  demand  for  it 
a  sj)ecial  iiroininence  in  the  history  of  Norwich.     Here  was  the  battle- 

•  A  pp.  to  Snviigo's  Winthrop,  Vol.  2.    Hubbard's  Now  England,  459. 
t  One  of  his  grandsons  was  an  cstiraablo  deacon  of.  the  Mohegan  oharch. 
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ground :  the  flight,  pursuit  and  capture  of  the  sachem  all  took  place  within 
the  limits  of  the  present  town. 

The  sudden  rout  and  extreme  terror  of  the  Narragansctts,  which  fol- 
lowed the  first  onset  of  the  Mohegans,  shows  in  a  strong  light  the  bewil- 
dering influence  of  panic  Considering  the  preponderance  of  their  num- 
bers, and  the  confidence  with  which  thej  advanced  to  the  attack,  the 
precipitate,  headlong  retreat  that  followed  becomes  almost  ludicrous.  If 
we  may  credit  the  accounts  given  bj  the  Mohegans,  so  great  was  the 
dismay  and  alarm  of  the  fugitives,  that  they  seemed  berefl  of  their  senses, 
and  were  driven  like  frightened  sheep  through  woods  and  swamps,  or 
captured  without  resistance.  Long  afterwards  some  old  Mohegans  were 
heard  to  boast  of  having  found  in  the  chase  a  poor  Narragansctt  struggling 
and  panting  in  the  thicket  that  bordered  the  river,  and  so  frantic  with  fenr 
and  excitement,  as  to  suppose  himself  in  the  water,  and  actually  attempt- 
ing to  iwim  among  the  bushes. 

It  is  to  this  headlong  rout  that  the  traditionary  legend  connected  with 
the  Falls  of  the  Yantie  may  with  some  degree  of  probability  be  assigned.* 
One  band  of  the  fugitives  being  turned  out  of  the  direct  line  leading  to 
the  fords  of  the  Yantic,  were  chased  through  woods,  and  over  rocks  and 
hills,  by  the  relentless  fury  of  tlioir  pursuers,  and  coming  u|K>n  tlie  river 
,  where  the  current  was  deep  and  rapid,  many  of  them  were  driven  into  it 
headlong,  and  there  slaughtered  or  drowned.  Others,  in  the  rapidity  of 
their  career,  having  suddenly  reached  the  high  precipice  that  ovcrlinngs 
the  cataract,  plunged,  either  unawares  or  with  reckless  impetuosity,  into 
the  abyss  beneath,  and  were  dashed  upon  the  rocks,  their  mangled  bo<lics 
floating  down  into  the  calm  basin  below. 

After  the  battle,  Uncas  returned  in  triumph  to  his  fortress,  candying  his 
illustrious  captive  with  him,  whom  he  treated  with  generous  kindness  and 
respect.  But  on  the  requisition  of  the  English,  he  conducted  him  to  Hart- 
ford and  surrendered  him  to  the  custody  of  the  government,  consenting  to 
be  guided  in  the  future  disposal  of  the  sachem  entirely  by  their  advice. 

The  whole  affair  was  laid  before  the  Commissionei'S  of  the  United  Col- 
onies, at  their  meeting  at  Boston  in  September,  and  the  question  was  there 
debated  whether  it  was  just  and  lawful  to  put  Miantonoinoh  to  death.  Ilis 
execution  of  a  Pequot  who  had  testified  against  him;  his  repeated  attempts 
upon  the  life  of  Uncas  by  assassination,  poison  and  sorcery ;  his  turbulence 
in  making  war  against  the  Mohegans  without  a  previous  appeal  to  the 
English ;  and  his  inveterate  hostility  to  the  whites,  to  exterminate  whom 

*  It  ifl  difficult  to  g^ve  these  old  unwritten  talcs  their  proper  place  in  history.  The 
antbor  formerly  assigned  a  later  date  to  the  frightful  plunge  of  the  fugitives  at  the  Falls, 
but  when  all  the  accompanying  circumstances  are  considered,  the  legend  is  found  to 
coincide  best  with  the  strange  panic  that  prevailed  among  the  Narrngansctts  at  this 
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he  was  accused  of  endeavoring  to  bring  about  a  confcderacj  of  several 
tribes,  and  of  hiring  the  Mohawks  to  assist  in  the  deadly  work,  were  the 
arguments  urged  against  him.  Nevertheless,  the  court  still  hesitated 
whether  it  would  be  just  to  put  him  to  death,  and  in  this  dilemma  referred 
the  matter  to  ecclesiastical  counselors.  Five  of  the  principal  ministers  in 
the  colonies  were  consulte<l  and  these,  considering  it  hazardous  to  the 
peace  of  the  country  that  the  sachem  should  be  released,  gave  their  voice 
in  favor  of  his  execution.  This  decided  tlie  question  in  Uic  affirmative, 
and  the  Commissioners  directed  tliat  Uncas  should  conduct  his  captive 

"  Into  the  next  part  of  hii  own  goverament,  and  there  pat  him  to  death :  provided  that 
tome  dtfcrect  and  faithful  persons  of  the  English  accompany  them  and  see  the  execa- 
tion,  for  onr  more  full  satisfaction." 

Such  WAS  the  death-warrant  of  the  Narragansctt  sachem.  The  result 
is  recorded  by  Governor  Wintlirop  of  Massachusetts,  in  his  Journal.  He 
states  that  the  Commissioners  from  Connecticut,  on  their  return  to  Hart^ 
ford,  sent  for  Uncas  and  acquainted  him  with  the  decision  in  regard  to  his 
captive.  He  readily  undertook  the  execution  of  the  sentence,  and  Mian- 
tonomoh  was  accordingly  delivered  into  his  hands.  Two  Englishmen 
from  Hartford  were  directed  to  remain  with  the  prisoner  as  witnesses  of 
the  deed.     Uncas  promptly  obeyed  the  directions  given.     Winthrop  says : 

"  Taking  Miantonomoh  along  with  him,  in  the  way  between  Hartford  and  Windsor, 
(where  Onkns  hath  some  men  dwell,)  Onkos'  brother,  following  after  Miantunnomoh, 
dare  his  head  with  an  hatchet." 

This  slaughter  of  the  Narragansctt  chief  undoubtedly  took  place  on  that 
tract  of  land  south  of  the  Podunk  which  was  claimed  by  Uncas  and  inhab- 
ited by  scattered  families  under  his  jurisdiction.     The  narrative  of  Win- 
tlirop is  explicit  in  stating  that  Uncas  led  his  captive  to  this  district,  and 
that  he  was  executed  suddenly  on  the  way,  probably  as  soon  as  they  had 
passed  the  English  boundary  and  entered  upon  Indian  territory.     We  can 
not  doubt  that  the  Commissioners  had  this  special  tract  in  view  when  they 
directed  Uncas  to  carry  his  captive  into  the  next  part  of  his  own  govern' 
tnent,  and  there  ptU  him  to  death,     Winthrop,  who  records  the  event, 
understood,  evidently,  that  the  execution  took  place  in   this  Mohegan 
claim  between  Hartford  and  Windsor,  that  is,  the  present  East  Hartford 
and  East  Windsor,  and  he  probably  derived  his  information  from  the 
Englishmen  that  were  designated  to  witness  the  act  and  see  that  it  was 
done  without  torture.     We  are  thus,  in  a  manner,  compelled  to  admit  that 
Miantonomoh  was  executed  in  some  unknown  spot,  near  the  old  boundary 
line  of  Hartford  and  Windsor. 

But  Trumbull,  the  worthy  historian  of  Connecticut,  yielding  to  the 
strong  current  of  local  tradition,  in  and  around  Norwich,  assigns  a  very 
different  place  for  the  scene  of  this  tragedy. 
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According  to  this  authority,  Uncas  conducted  his  captive  to  the  veiy 
spot  where  he  had  taken  him  prisoner :  that  is,  to  the  boiHlcr  of  tlie  She* 
tucket  river,  about  forty  miles  in  a  southeasterly  direction  from  IIai*tford, 
and  there  executed  the  awful  sentence ;  a  blow  upon  the  head  with  a 
hatchet  by  one  of  the  attendants  of  Uncas  dispatching  him  at  a  single 
stroke.    The  historian  adds : 

"  Uncas  cut  out  a  largo  piece  of  his  shoulder,  and  ate  it  in  sayago  triamph.  He 
said.  It  was  the  sweetest  meat  he  ever  ate :  it  made  his  heart  strong." 

We  know  that  many  of  the  Indian  tribes,  even  those  not  accounted 
cannibals,  had  the  custom  of  tasting  the  flesh  or  blood  of  a  slaughtered 
foe,  believing  that  thereby  the  strength  and  valor  of  the  deceased  was 
infused  into  their  own  souls.  This  part  of  the  tradition  is  not  wholly 
improbable.  Whether  the  chief  was  slaughtered  in  the  nameless  wilds 
above  Hartford,  or  on  the  banks  of  the  Shetucket,  Uncas  may  have  grat- 
ified his  revenge  and  honored  a  savage  practice  by  tasting  the  flesh  of  his 
fallen  enemy.  The  incident,  however,  rests  wholly  on  tradition,  and  b 
not  countenanced  by  any  thing  that  we  know  of  the  customs  and  charac- 
ter of  the  Mohegans.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  the  vague  and  exaggerative 
features  of  fiction. 

The  historian  further  relates  ^that  the  Mohcgims,  by  order  of  Uncas, 
buried  the  victim  at  the  place  of  his  execution,  and  erected  a  great  heap 
or  pillar  upon  his  grave ;  adding  that  this  memorable  event  gave  to  the 
place  the  name  of  Sachem's  Plain. 

This  narrative  coincides  with  current  tmdition.  Sachem's  Plain  is  on 
the  western  bank  of  the  Shetucket,  north  of  the  present  village  of  Green- 
ville, and  here  for  a  long  course  of  years  the  monumental  heap  was  to  bo 
seen,  apparently  giving  solemn  evidence  of  the  verity  of  the  .statement. 
Nevertheless  the  Records  of  the  Commissioners,  and  the  Jouraai  of  Wiii- 
throp,  being  written  at  the  time,  and  with  such  nuuiifest  attention  to  minute 
accuracy,  must  be  accepted  as  more  reliable  than  tradition.* 

And  indeed,  considering  the  nature  of  the  route,  without  reference 
either  to  history  or  tradition,  it  is  scarcely  credible  that  Uncas  would  have 
taken  that  long  journey  with  his  manacled  captive,  through  the  wildiTiie-s, 
where  the  chances  of  escape  or  recapture  were  so  imminent,  and  he  might 
reasonably  expect  his  course  to  be  watched  and  his  path  ambushed  by  the 
enemy,  when  the  terms  of  his  engagement  could  be  fulfilled  and  his  em- 
barrassments ended  at  a  much  nearer  point     For  it  is  evident  that  the 


*  The  aathority  quoted  by  Tnimbiill  is  a  raanascript  of  Richard  Hyde,  Esq.,  (now 
in  the  Library  of  Yule  Collego,)  which  is  dated  Oct.  9,  17G9.  It  ia  undoubiodly  what 
it  claims  to  be,  a  faithful  narrative  of  the  traditions  of  ancient  men  in  the  vicinity  ;  but 
in  the  coarse  of  126  years  it  would  Ix)  very  easy  for  an  error  to  slide  into  tradition, 
which  should  blend  the  place  of  the  sachem's  execution  with  that  of  his  capture. 
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Commissioners  designed  that  Miantonomoh  should  be  removed  from  life 
with  expedition,  and  the  phrase,  next  part  of  his  oum  govemmentj  used  in 
reference  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Uncas,  points  to  the  Biohegan  territory  on 
the  Podunk,  and  not  to  the  Mohegan  territory  on  the  Shetucicet.* 

This  view  of  the  subject  bj  no  means  destroys  the  interest  attached  to 
Uie  monumental  heap,  and  the  commemorative  name,  Sachem's  Plain. 
They  were  memorials  of  the  capture,  if  not  of  the  slaughter,  of  the  chief- 
tain. Here  the  first  blow  was  given,  that  ended  in  the  bloody  execution. 
Here  tlio  great  Narragansett  was  arrested  in  his  flight  Here  he  sate 
upon  the  stone,  and  his  captors  came  around  with  taunts  and  mockery,  and 
shouts  of  joy  and  triumph.  Here  they  bound  his  arms  witli  witlis^  and 
led  him  away  like  a  captured  lion  to  Mohegan. 

The  heap  of  stones  was  doubtless  in  its  origin  a  Mohegan  pile, — a  mar- 
tial trophy  erected  upon  the  spot  where  the  tribe  had  been  victorious. 
But  the  place  of  sacrifice  in  the  woods  of  Windsor, — the  spot  where  the 
helpless  chief  received  the  fatal  blow, — was  lefl  unmarked  and  unvisited. 
There,  perchance,  the  carrion  fowls  fed  upon  his  flesh,  and  his  bones  were 
lefl  to  bleach  and  decay.  No  tradition  designates  the  spot,  and  it  must 
forever  remain  unknown. 

The  rude  tumulus  on  Sachem's  Plain,  which  was  at  first,  perhaps,  but 
three  or  four  stones  rolled  together,  grew  at  last  to  a  memorable  heap. 
Being  near  an  Indian  route  oflen  traveled,  it  was  visited  by  scouting  par- 
ties of  different  tribes,  and  additions  made  to  it  alike  by  exultant  foes  and 
bewailing  friends.  All  true-hearted  Narragansctts  who  passed  that  way, 
renewed  (heir  lamentations  at  the  heap,  and  cast  a  few  more  stones  upon 
it,  consecrating  them  with  doleful  cries  and  frantic  gestures.  Tradition, 
tlicrefore,  might  naturally  be  drawn  into  the  mistake  of  supposing  this  the 
tomb  of  the  chieftain.  The  English  who  settled  on  the  tract,  seeing  this 
artificial  mound,  this  Gilgal  or  heap  of  memorial  stones  reared  in  the  wil- 
derness, and  observing  that  every  Mohegan,  when  he  came  within  sight  of 
it,  broke  into  loud  exultation  and  bravado,  and  every  Narragansett  uttered 
his  dismal  howl  of  lamentation,  while  each  paused  to  cast  upon  it  another 
stone  of  defiance  or  of  honor,  would  easily  credit  the  report,  however  vague 
its  authority,  that  here  lay  the  remains  of  the  great  Miantonomoh. 

A  late  citizen  of  Norwich,  N.  L.  Shipman,  Esq.,  who  deceased  in  1853, 
at  the  nge  of  eighty,  remembered  this  tumulus  in  his  youth, — a  rude  stone 
heap,  between  two  solitary  oak  trees,  about  sixteen  rods  east  of  the  old 
Providence  road,  and  nearly  in  a  line  with  that  part  of  the  river  where 
the  great  dam  has  been  built. 

♦  III  the  former  edition  of  this  work,  the  author,  Bwnyed  by  a  belief  cntcrtiiincil  from 
chibtltooil, — a  M\q(  eiirrcnt  and  nnqncBtioncd  in  the  noij»hborbood  of  Norwich,  and 
ianclion»»d  by  Triimbnll  and  other  hiRtorians, — expressed  a  different  opinion.  It  wan 
an  opinion,  howovcr,  baficd  npon  tradition  rather  tlian  coeval  testimony.  Subsequent 
inqairics  have  led  to  a  difTorent  conclusion. 
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At  length  the  owner  of  the  land,  who  was  perliaps  ignorant  of  the 
design  of  the  stones,  removed  the  greater  part  of  them  to  use  in  the 
undersetting  of  a  bam  he  was  erecting  in  the  neighborhood.  Tlie  remain- 
der, in  the  clearing  up  of  the  ground,  gradually  disappcarad.  In  the 
process  of  time  the  old  oak  trees  also  vanished,  and  nothing  was  led  to 
designate  the  spot  where  the  flying  chieftain  yielded  to  his  foe,  until  the 
4th  of  July,  184:1.  At  that  time  a  monument  was  erected,  by  a  few  citi- 
zens of  Norwich,  as  nearly  upon  the  site  of  the  old  tumulus  as  could  be 
ascertained.*  It  consists  of  a  block  or  cube  of  granite,  five  feet  square  at 
the  base,  placed  on  a  pedestal  that  raises  the  whole  eight  feet  above  the 
surface,  and  bearing  the  simple  inscription — 

MIANTONOMO. 
1643. 

This  is  the  Sachem's  monument.  The  place  where  it  stands  has  long 
been  known  as  Sachem's  Plain,  or  Sachem's  Point :  a  small  stream  which 
here  flows  into  tlie  Shetucket,  is  Sachem's  Brook;  and  a  living  spring  near 
by,  is  Sachem's  Spring.  In  fact,  the  whole  neighborhood  is  overshadowed 
and  engraven  with  the  name  and  fame  of  the  great  Narragunsett  chief. 

This  granite  block  was  dedicated  in  the  presence  of  a  concourse  of 
people,  young  and  old,  from  the  neighborhood,  the  ceremony  being  con- 
nected with  a  festival  of  children  from  the  village  of  Greeneville.  It  was 
consecrated  by  prayer,  and  libations  of  pure  water  from  the  Sachem's 
spring,  where  doubtless  he  had  slaked  his  thirst  and  cooled  his  heated 
brow  in  his  marches  through  the  wilderness. 

Another  question  may  be  worthy  of  some  consideration.  What  was 
the  precise  date  of  the  execution  of  Miantonomoh  ? 

A  note  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Collection  says : 

"  Tho  Indian  Princo  was  munlorcil,  as  appears  from  Governor  Wintlirop's  MS.  llif- 
tory,  tlie  28th  of  September,  1643."t 

Winthrop's  History,  since  published,  fails  to  verify  this  statement,  the 
date  of  the  tragedy  not  being  there  given.  Nevertheless,  the  time  desig- 
nated may  be  correct. 

The  Commissioners  met  at  Boston  on  the  17th  of  September.  It  was 
agreed  that  the  proceedings  should  be  kept  secret  until  after  the  mcuibei*s 
from  Hartford  and  New  Elaven  should  return  home.     Uncas  was  then  to 

be  sent  for,  and  the  execution  committed  to  his  hands. 

J  — — - 

*  Erected  principally  through  the  influence  and  exertions  of  Wm.  C.  Gilman,  Esq. 
To  identify  the  spot,  the  party  relied  upon  the  accuracy  of  Judge  Shipman,  who  was 
present  at  the  dedication,  and  rehearsed  the  traditions  connected  with  the  place. 

t  Vol.  7  of  Series  2,  p.  47. 
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Tho  Commissioners  probably  reached  Hartford  by  the  22^.  Uncas 
might  have  been  summoned  so  as  to  arrive  on  the  26th  or  27th,  and  the 
execution  would  naturally  follow  without  unavoidable  delay. 

The  General  Court  met  at  Hartford  on  the  12th  of  October,  and  passed 
a  resolve  to  send  eight  soldiers  to  remain  a  while  with  Uncas  to  protect 
him  from  the  anticipated  vengeance  of  the  Narragansetts.*  The  same 
day  the  message  of  Pessacus,  the  brother  of  Miantonomoh,  arrived  in 
Boston,  avowing  his  intention  to  avenge  the  death  of  the  chief.  All  these 
dates  and  attendant  circumstances  concur  in  assigning  the  sachem's  death 
to  one  of  the  last  days  of  September ;  and  probably  it  occurred  on  the 
28lh. 

Tlie  sentence  of  Miantonomoh  is  one  of  the  most  flagrant  acts  of  injust- 
ice and  ingratitude  that  stands  recorded  against  tho  English  settlers.  He 
had  shown  many  acts  of  kindness  towards  the  whites;  in  all  his  intercourse 
with  them  had  evinced  a  noble  and  magnanimous  spirit ;  had  been  the 
uniform  friend  and  assistant  of  the  first  settlers  of  Rhode  Island;  and 
only  seven  years  before  his  death,  had  received  into  the  bosom  of  his 
country.  Mason  and  his  little  band  of  soldiers  from  Hartford,  and  greatly 
assisted  tlicm  in  tlieir  conquest  of  the  Pequots. 

The  Narnigansctts  were  determined  to  avenge  tho  death  of  their  diief. 
Tliey  were  particularly  exasperated  with  Uncas,  as  he  had  entered  into 
treaty  with  Uiem  for  the  release  of  the  sachem,  and  had  already  received, 
as  they  averred,  a  large  quantity  of  wampum  in  part  payment  of  his  ran- 
som. The  Mohegans,  on  their  part,  denied  that  any  wampum  or  other 
goods  had  been  received  by  them,  except  small  parcels  which  Miantono- 
moh himself  had  bestowed,  as  gratuities,  upon  their  captains  and  counsel- 
ors, or  given  to  "  Uncas  and  his  squaw,  for  preserving  his  life  so  long  and 
using  him  courteously  during  his  imprisonmcnL" 

A  harnissing  and  inveterate  system  of  hostility  between  the  two  tribes 
ensued.  The  Narragansetts  were  double  in  number  to  the  Mohegans,  but 
the  latter  were  shielded  by  the  protecting  care  of  the  English,  so  that  a 
balance  was  preserved  between  the  two  nations,  otlierwise  unequal.  The 
war  was  carried  on  by  sudden  skirmishes,  and  a  system  of  scouting  and 
ambushment,  creating  constant  alarm  and  irritation,  but  yielding  small 
results. 

During  the  spring  of  1G45,  the  Narragansetts  invaded  the  Mohegan 
country  with  a  large  force,  committed  great  devastation,  and  finally  drove 
Uncas  to  his  strongest  fort  and  besieged  him  there.  According  to  tradi- 
tion this  fort  was  on  Shantok  Point,  a  rough  projection  by  the  side  of  the 
Tlmrne.'S  nearly  opposite  Pocquetannok.  The  English  had  assisted  Uncas 
in  fortifying  this  spot.     There  is  still  a  fine  spring  of  water  by  the  bank. 

♦  Col.  Hcc.  Conn.,  1,  96.  Now  Havon  also  sent  six  by  a  resolve  of  Oct.  14.  Col, 
Rec.  N.  U.,  p.  110. 
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The  position  was  easily  defended,  and  the  Narragansetts  had  no  hope  of 
taking  it  by  assault.  Many  of  the  women  and  children  had  fled  to  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  with  a  part  of  t)ie  canoes,  but  of  the  remainder  tlio 
Narragansetts  luul  taken  possession,  so  as  to  cut  off  rctix^at  on  the  water 
side,  and  thus  enclosing  them  on  this  point  of  land,  they  hoped  to  subdue 
them  by  famine.  How  long  the  siege  continued  is  not  known  ;  but  one 
night  a  messenger  dispatched  by  Uncas  left  the  fort  without  being  discov- 
ered by  the  besiegers,  and  creeping  along  the  margin  of  the  river  very 
cautiously  till  without  the  range  of  the  enemy's  scouts,  he  ci*03scd  tho 
country  with  Indian  speed,  and  arrived  the  next  day  at  Saybrook,  tho 
nearest  English  settlement,  where  he  made  known  the  desperate  situation 
of  the  Mohegans.  Or  perhaps  Trumbull's  account  may  be  more  correct : 
that  he  fell  in  with  a  scouting  party  from  the  fort^  and  communicated  to 
them  the  message  with  which  he  was  charged  by  Uncas. 

Measures  were  immediately  taken  at  Saybrook  for  the  relief  of  the 
beleaguered  sachem.  Thb  was  before  the  appointment  of  Mason  to  the 
command  of  the  fort,  and  the  supplies  sent  are  supposed  to  have  been  for- 
warded by  private  enterprise.  No  later  investigations  either  enlarge  or 
vary  the  account  given  by  the  venerable  historian  of  ConnecticuL 

"  Upon  this  intelligcnco,  one  Thomas  LcifingwcU,  an  ensign  at  Snybrook,  an  enter* 
prising,  bold  man,  loaded  a  canoe  with  beef,  com  and  pease,  and  under  cover  of  tho 
niglit  paddled  from  Saybrook  into  die  Thames;  and  had  tlie  address  to  get  the  whole 
into  the  fort."* 

It  is  probable  that  Leflingwell  had  oAen  been  on  trading  excursions  to 
Mohegan,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  Pcquot  river,  and  the  position  of 
Shantok  fort.  We  know  in  general  that  the  people  of  Saybrook  were  in 
the  halyt  of  coming  into  the  river  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  that 
JVading  Cove,  which  afterwards  became  the  southern  boundary  of  Nor- 
wich, was  a  name  bestowed  by  them  long  anterior  to  the  settlement. 

A  fanciful  legend  has  in  later  times  been  connected  witli  this  adventui*e. 
It  would  be  difficult  now  to  ascertain  what  degree  of  truth  belongs  to  it. 
It  is  said  that  the  expected  relief  from  Saybrook  was  delayed  much  longer 
than  the  hungry  and  impatient  Mohegans  had  anticipated ;  and  that  each 
night  Uncas  lefl  the  fort  and  crept  along  the  bank  of  the  river,  skulking 
by  the  water's  edge,  till  he  came  to  a  rocky  and  precipitous  point,  which 
juts  into  the  stream,  a  little  al)ove  Massapeag  Cove.  Here,  under  shelter 
of  the  rock,  the  sachem  remained  till  nenlrly  day-light,  with  his  sleepless 
eyes  upon  the  river,  and  his  ear  intent  to  catch  the  liglitest  sound  of  a 
falling  oar,  and  it  was  not  till  the  second  or  third  night  of  his  watch  tlint 

*  Trumball's  Conn. :  Ch.  xi.  LeffingwcU  was  not  an  onsii^n  at  that  period.  IIo 
was  chosen  ensign  of  the  train  band  in  Norwich,  long  afterward. 
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Leflin^cll  arriyed.  Tlie  ledge  of  rock  on  which  the  sachem  sat  in  his 
midnight  jiratch  has  since  ohtained  the  name  of  Unccu*  Chair, 

No  sooner  was  Uiis  timely  supply  of  provisions  safely  lodged  in  the  for- 
tress, than  loud  shouts  of  exultation  were  uttered  by  the  besieged,  to  the 
astonishment  of  the  Narragan^etts,  who  were  unable  to  divine  the  cause 
of  this  midnight  triumph.  At  the  dawn  of  day,  however,  the  secret  was 
disclosed ;  the  Blohegans  elevated  a  large  piece  of  beef  on  a  pole,  and 
thus  gave  notice  of  the  relief  they  had  obtained.  The  Narragansetts 
darod  not  assail  either  tlie  persons  or  property  of  the  English,  but  we  can 
readily  believe  tliat  they  beheld  the  boat  lying  by  the  shore  with  bitter 
feelings  of  exasperation,  and  poured  out  a  torrent  of  threats  and  invectives 
against  its  officious  owners.  That  they  saw  LeflUngwell,  and  knew  it  was 
he  (hat  brought  the  supplies,  is  evident  from  LefRngwell's  own  testimony, 
ns  will  soon  appear.  Finding  that  there  was  no  chance  of  reducing  the 
3Iohcgans  while  they  were  thus  supported,  the  Narragansetts  abandoned 
the  seige  and  returned  home. 

It  may  be  thought  that  the  year  1 645  is  too  early  for  the  date  of  that 
particular  irruption  of  the  Narragansetts  from  which  Uncas  was  relieved 
by  Leflingwcl].  The  sachem  was  so  often,  after  the  death  of  Miantono- 
moh,  assailed  by  his  enemies,  that  it  is  not  easy  to  determine  where  this 
incident  belongs.  Trumbull  uses  the  vague  phraseology,  ^^  during  the 
wars  between  Uncas  and  the  Narragansetts,*'  which  would  apply  to  any 
year  between  1642  and  1660.  A  later  historian  of  the  State  places  it 
without  question  in  1657,*  but  this  date  can  not  be  sustained.  Uncas  was 
indeed  closely  besieged  in  1G57,  but  in  a  fortress  that  stood  near  the  head 
of  Niantick  river,  west  of  New  London,  and  the  siege  was  raised  not  by 
virtue  of  beef  and  corn  from  Say  brook,  but  by  the  presence  of  Lieut. 
Avery,  Jonathan  Brewster,  and  other  inhnbitnuts  of  New  London,  who 
hastened  to  the  fort  and  spread  their  protecting  -ZEgis  over  the  sacliem. 

It  might  be  the  safest  course  to  leave  the  period  of  this  incident  indefi- 
nite; yet  there  appears  to  be  sufficient  historic  evidence  to  justify  us  in 
assigning  it  definitely  to  May  or  June,  1 645,  that  being  the  period  when 
the  Mohegans  were  reduced  to  the  greatest  extremity. 

It  was  in  the  year  1645  that  the  younger  Winthrop  and  his  party  com- 
incnc(!d  that  settlement  in  the  conquered  Peqnot  territory,  which  soon 
grew  into  (he  town  of  New  London.  This  was  but  seven  or  eight  miles 
below  (he  principal  fort  of  Uncas,  and  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that  the 
siege,  in  which  the  sachem  was  brought  to  the  verge  of  destruction  by  his 
enemies,  was  before  (his  English  settlement  had  taken  the  form  of  a  regu- 
lar ])lantatinn.  Otherwise,  Uncas  would  have  been  likely  to  apply  for  aid 
to  his  nearer  neighbor,  Wintluop,  instead  of  sending  his  scouts  to  Say- 


•  llollistcr'i  Hist.  Conn.,  1 :  199. 


42  HISTOBT    OF    KOBWIOH.  ' 

brook  for  assistance.  He  would,  at  least,  have  informed  Mr.  Winthrop  of 
his  situation,  and  implored  the  interference  of  the  English.  |Moreover, 
the  summer  of  1645  was  a  critical  period  in  the  history  of  Uncas.  The 
regular  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies  was  to  take 
place  in  September,  but  on  account  of  the  hostile  bearing  of  the  Narra- 
gansetts,  and  the  consequent  danger  of  Uncas,  they  assembled  in  an  extra 
session  at  Boston,  on  the  28th  of  July.  From  their  proceedings  at  this 
time,  we  learn  that  the  Mohegan  sachem  had  already  been  ^divers  times 
assaulted  in  his  fort  by  a  great  army  of  the  Narrohigansetts." 

In  iho  regular  sequence  of  events,  ^  about  or  before  planting  time,** 
Tantaqueison,  the  Mohegan  warrior  that  captured  Miantonomoh,  was 
assaulted  and  dangerously  wounded  by  a  lurking  foe,  that  crept  stealthily 
into  his  wigwam,  as  he  lay  asleep. 

After  this,  and  before  the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  in  July,  the 
•Narragansetts  ''at  several  times  openly  invaded  Uncas,"  and  the  colonies 
of  New  Haven  and  Connecticut  sent  a  few  soldiers  to  Mohegan  for  his 
defence.  Again,  before  the  11th  of  August,  the  Commissioners  say  that 
the  enemy  have  made  '^a  new  assault  upon  Uncas,  and  have  done  him 
much  hurt" 

In  another  irruption  made  by  Pessacus,  the  same  year,  the  force  of  the 
Ifarragansetts,  when  compared  with  that  of  Uncas,  was  so  overwhelming 
in  point  of  numbers,  that  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  the  Mohegans 
were  not  entirely  annihilated.  Making  a  show  of  only  forty  men  at  a 
time,  they  drew  the  warriors  of  Uncas  into  an  ambush,  then  suddenly 
rising,  pursued  tlicm  with  aiTOws  and  bullets  to  the  cover  of  their  toils. 
But  here  tlio  latter  rallied,  repulsed  their  assailants,  and  in  the  end  drove 
them  from  their  territory. 

It  was  during  this  season,  and  while  these  sanguinary  conflicts  were 
raging  at  Mohegan,  that  Winthrop,  with  his  associate,  Mr.  Thomas  Pctei*s, 
an*ived  at  Pcquot  harbor  with  a  pioneer  band,  to  lay  out  a  plantation  and 
make  preparations  for  an  immediate  settlement.  In  the  niid.st  of  their 
work,  learning,  probably  from  the  fear-stricken  fugitives  tliat  cixme  down 
through  the  forests  from  Mohegan,  that  the  Narragunsetts  were  devasta- 
ting the  fair  fields  of  Uncas,  they  cast  aside  the  woo<lnian's  axe  and  the 
surveyor's  chain,  and  hastened  to  the  assistance  of  the  sachem. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Peters  to  the  elder  Winthrop,  at  Boston,  giving  a 
brief  but  spirited  description  of  the  condition  in  which  they  found  the 
Mohegans,  has  been  preserved. 

"  I  with  your  son.  were  at  Uncus  fort  where  I  dressed  seventeen  men  and  Icfl  plas- 
ters to  dresse  seventeen  more  who  were  wounded  in  Uncus  brotlicr's  wigwam  before 
we  came.  Two  captains  and  one  common  soldier  were  buried,  and  since  wo  came 
thence  two  captains  and  one  common  man  more  are  dead  ulso,  most  of  which  were 
woanded  with  bullets.  Uncas  and  his  brother  told  me,  the  Narragansetts  hod  thirty 
gons  which  won  them  the  day  else  they  would  not  caro  a  rush  for  them. 
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Thej  drew  Unctu  forces  out  bj  a  wile,  of  fortj  appearing  onlj,  bat  one  thoiuand  in 
ambush,  who  pnnaed  Uncos  men  into  their  own  land  where  the  battle  was  fought 
vario  marte,  till  God  pat  fresh  spirit  into  the  Moheagaes,  and  so  drare  the  Narragan- 
setts  back  again."* 

It  is  evident  that  amid  the  multiplicity  of  attacks  and  sieges,  and  the 
numerous  invasions  of  Mohegan  during  the  long  wars  of  Uncas  and  the 
Nnrmgansetts,  it  would  bo  a  vain  attempt  to  determine  with  nice  precision 
the  time  when  tlic  adventurous  Leflingwell  appeared  witli  his  boat  load  of 
nutriment.  It  tallies  best,  however,  as  we  have  seen,  with  other  historical 
facts  to  give  it  a  place  in  this  eventful  year,  and  at  an  early  period  of  tlie 
campaign,  before  Winlhrop  and  Peters  were  well  established  at  New 
London. 

It  is  probable  that  licflTnigwell  was  paid  for  his  exploit,  as  far  as  expense 
wan  incurrctl,  in  the  usual  way  of  Indian  traffic,  witii  skins  and  wampum. 
Trumbull  says,  "For  this  service  Uncas  gave  said  Leffingwell  a  deed  of 
great  part  if  not  the  whole  town  of  Norwich."  There  is,  however,  no 
such  deed  on  record,  and  no  allusion  to  any  such  deed  in  subsequent 
transactions ;  nor  does  it  appear  aHerwards,  upon  the  settlement  of  the 
town,  that  Lefling^vell  received  or  claimed  any  larger  share  than  the  other 
proprietors. 

In  16G7  he  petitioned  the  General  Court  to  confirm  to  him  a  grant  of 
land  which  Uncas  had  proffered  him  in  recompense  for  services  that  he 
had  rendered.  His  petition  implies  that  he  had  heretofore  received  no 
special  gratuity  from  the  sachem.     He  says : 

"  Its  not  unknown  to  him  and  others  what  damage  in  my  oatward  estate  I  have  suf- 
fered by  his  men,  and  yet  notwithstanding,  when  ho  and  his  pooplo  were  famishing, 
being  licsiogcd  by  many  enemies,  I  did  afford  him  provition  for  their  relief,  ahhoughit 
was  to  the  hazard  of  till  my  outward  comforts,  the  enemy  knowing  what  supply  I  had 
and  did  afford  him  ;  upon  these  and  such  like  reasons,  Uncas  hath  several  times  offered 
mo  some  land  for  my  recompense  and  just  satisfaction,  and  hath  expressed  the  same  to 
the  Major,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  truth  of  these  things,  but  order  rcquireth  mo  to 
propound  the  matter  to  your  worshipful  consideration,  desiring  your  approbation  of  the 
way  Uncas  hath  pro|x>undod  for  my  satisfaction/'f 

The  petition  of  LefTingwcH  was  considered  by  the  General  Court, 
jointly  with  an  application  for  land  by  Thomas  Tracy,  and  a  grant  was 
made  to  the  two  of  400  acres,  to  be  laid  out  on  the  "  east  side  of  Show- 
luckett  river,*'  and  equally  divided  between  them.  The  land  taken  up  by 
them  in  virtue  of  this  grant  lay  beyond  the  bounds  of  Norwich.^ 

•Appendix  to  Savage's  Winthrop,  Vol.  2. 

t  Col.  Roc.  Conn.,  2,  74. 

I  From  the  fact  that  Tracy  shared  with  Leffingwell  in  this  grant,  the  idea  originated 
that  ho  had  been  a  partner  with  him  in  the  relief  of  Uncas.  But  the  inference  is  not 
necessary.  Tracy  was  much  employed  in  public  affairs,  and  might  obtain  the  grant  in 
rocomiKiiso  for  other  scrrices. 
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This  18  all  that  has  been  foand  on  record  concerning  the  claim  and 
compensation  of  LelTingwell.  There  is  no  evidence  that  he  ever  obtained 
from  Uncas  a  deed  of  the  town  of  Norwich,  or  a  promise  of  it.  What 
he  did  obtain  in  remuneration  for  certain  services,  was  gmntcd  more  than 
twenty  years  afterwards,  and  instead  of  being  a  sufficiency  for  a  town,  it 
was  only  200  acres,  and  not  even  within  the  bounds  of  the  Nine-miles- 
square.  It  was  tiirough  the  influence  and  agency  of  Mason,  and  not  of 
Leffingwell,  that  the  cession  of  Norwich  was  obtained  of  the  Indian 
sachems. 

For  a  period  of  fourteen  years  afler  these  desperate  fights  at  Mohegan, 
the  mutual  enmity  of  the  Narragansetts  and  Moliegans  continued  witliout 
abatement,  and  other  Indian  tribes  of  less  note,  Podunks,  Pecomticks, 
Nehanticks,  were  drawn  into  the  quarrel.  The  results  indeed  were  tri- 
fling. It  was  a  system  of  marauding,  skulking  and  assassination,'  rather 
than  of  legitimate  warfare,  but  such  a  state  of  things  rendered  it  hazard- 
ous for  the  English  to  advance  the  frontier  and  attempt  new  settlements 
in  the  Indian  country.  The  utmost  vigilance,  prudence  and  bravery  were 
for  several  years  necessary  to  defend  the  points  they  had  already  assumed. 

Through  all  this  long  succession  of  disputes  and  contests,  the  English  of 
Connecticut,  though  ostensibly  neutral,  were  the  favorers  and  protectors 
of  Uncas.  Their  timely  assistance  and  the  dread  of  their  power  alone 
prevented  him  and  his  tribe  from  falling  a  prey  to  the  exasperation  of 
their  enemies.  The  plans  of  the  Narragansetts  were  repeatedly  discov- 
ered and  their  designs  defeated  by  the  planters  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Mohegan  villages.  Mr.  Jonathan  Brewster  had  erected  a  trading-house 
in  1G50,  at  Poquetannock  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  opposite  the  prin- 
cipal settlement  of  the  Mohegans,  and  in  all  the  subsequent  inroads  of  the 
Narragansetts,  and  of  their  allies,  the  Podunks  and  other  Indians  of  Con- 
necticut river,  he  was  the  constant  friend  and  adviser,  though  not  the  open 
ally  and  defender,  of  Uncas,  the  English  neutrality  forbidding  any  overt 
act  of  championship. 

Uncas  was  on  several  occasions  warned  of  the  approach  of  his  enemies 
by  these  friendly  neighbors.  By  a  concerted  signal  from  the  summit  of  a 
hill,  by  the  flring  of  a  gun,  or  by  shouting  across  the  river,  tlicy  contrived 
U>  give  him  timely  notice  of  impending  danger,  and  prevent  him  from 
being  taken  by  surprise.* 

*  Roger  Williams  and  other  jilanters,  cast  of  Pawcatuck  river,  favored  the  Narra- 
gansetts. A  letter  from  Rhode  Island,  dated  July  4,  1657,  observes:  "We  have  at 
this  instant  a  very  solemn  and  serious  information  from  the  Narragnnsett  sachems, 
by  a  chief  counsellor  of  theirs,  that  they  take  it  ill  of  some  English  who  live  near 
Uncas  his  fort,  for  that  (as  they  say)  the  English  by  their  scouts  discover  to  the  Mo- 
hegans the  approach  of  the  Narragansetts,  and  tliereby  do  defeat  their  designs  in  war 
against  Uncas." 

Mass.  Hist  Coll.,  2d  Series,  7,  81.    Potter's  Narragansett,  p.  54. 
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But  on  the  north  and  west  of  the  Mohegans  there  were  no  friendly  set^ 
tlcmcnls,  and  the  Narragansett  war  parties  oflen  came  from  that  quarter, 
eku1kin«;  tlirough  the  woods  and  breaking  in  upon  them  with  a  sudden 
howl.  The  customary  haunts  of  the  Mohegans  at  Trading  Cove,  and 
along  the  river,  were  rendered  so  hazardous  bj  exposure  to  these  furious 
irrupt ion:3,  tliat  at  length  tlie  wigwams  were  deserted  and  the  tribe  scat- 
tered abroad.  Some  of  them,  in  groups  or  famiUes,  found  temporary 
shelter  and  concealment  in  distant  woods,  but  Uncas  and  the  greater  part 
of  his  people  retired  to  Nuyantick,  (or  Niantic,)  on  the  western  border  of 
New  Jiondon.  This  was  a  fishing  station  of  the  tribe,  where  they  often 
encamped  during  the  summer.  Here  they  entrenched  themselves  in  a 
fort,  built  after  their  usual  mode  with  logs,  stakes  and  stones,  erected  a 
frw  wigwnni5i,  and  fcjisted  on  fish  and  clams.  But  the  repose  was  of  short 
dunition. 

Pessncus  of  Narrngimsett  could  not  forget  the  murder  of  his  brother, 
and  wn.s  resolute  not  to  bury  the  hatchet  while  his  great  enemy  breathed 
the  air  of  heaven.  In  August,  1 657,  he  collected  his  forces  for  a  fresh 
onslaught,  and  sweeping  through  Mohegan,  came  upon  Uncas  in  his  new 
entrenchments  at  Nayantick,  and  pressed  him  with  a  close  siege.  The 
sadiem  would  probably  have  been  compelled  to  surrender,  had  not  a  body 
of  armed  men  from  the  neighborhood,  headed  by  Mr.  Brewster  and  Lieut. 
Avery,  hastened  to  his  assistance.*  They  threw  themselves  into  the  fort, 
and  the  besiegers,  unwilling  to  engage  in  a  contest  with  tlie  English, 
retreated. 

At  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court  of  Connecticut,  Major  Mnson 
presented  a  narrative  of  the  beleaguering  of  Uncas  by  tlie  Narragansetts 
at  Nayantick,  and  Mr.  Brewster  was  regularly  authorized  to  assist  and 
protect  the  sachem,  should  he  be  again  molested  by  his  enemies.  The 
Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies,  however,  at  their  meeting  disap- 
proved of  this  measure,  and  ordered  that  henceforth  no  colony  nor  indi- 
vidual within  their  jurisdiction  should  interfere  in  any  Indian  quarrel, 
unless  in  their  own  just  and  necessary  defense. 

It  is  exciting  to  the  imagination  to  consider  how  many  times  in  the 
course  of  these  barbarous  incursions,  the  peaceful  hills  and  vales  of  our 
now  jiopulous  and  hospitable  Norwich,  which  lay  directly  in  the  path  of 
the  inva(lei*s,  were  swept  over  by  rushing  bands  of  grim  and  stalwart 
warriors,  horribly  painted  for  war,  brandishing  their  hatchets  and  war- 
chibs ;  now  creeping  stealthily  as  a  beast  after  his  prey,  and  anon  rushing 
down  to  the  attack,  or  fleeing  in  disordered  rout  before  the  pursuer. 

Jn  the  yvnv  in')9,  Uiioas  was  invaded  by  a  combined  force  of  Pecom- 
ticks  antl  Narnignnsetls.     They  found  him  strongly  intrenched  in  his  fort 


•  Col.  lice.  Conn.,  I,  301.     Hist.  New  London,  p.  127. 
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at  Shantok,  opposite  Mr.  Brewster's  trading-house,  and  having  laid  waste 
his  fields  and  plundered  his  wigwams,  they  departed. 

An  incident  that  occurred  at  the  time  of  this  inroad,  was  mnde  the  sub« 
ject  of  complaint  before  tlio  Commissioners.  Some  of  the  young  warriors, 
having  been  fired  at  by  an  Indian  near  Mr.  Brewster's,  crossed  the  river 
in  pursuit  of  the  offender,  and  chased  him  into  the  house  and  to  the  very 
feet  of  ^  Mistress  Brewster,"  to  whom  he  fled  for  succor,  and  slew  him 
there,  ^  to  her  great  afirightment." 

For  this  offence  the  Narragansetts  were  amerced  by  the  Commissioners 
m  eighty  fathoms  of  wampum. 

In  a  second  irruption  of  the  enemy  at  a  later  period  of  the  same  year, 
Mr.  Brewster  was  plundered  of  both  com  and  goods.  The  Mohegans  fied 
at  first,  but  rallied,  and  gaining  some  advantage,  obliged  their  enemies  to 
retreat,  pursuing  them  triumphantly  into  tlie  wilderness.  '  This  was  prob- 
ably the  last  battle  fought  at  Mohegan.  The  long  contest  was  drawing  to 
a  dose. 

The  course  of  our  narrative  has  now  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  the 
settlement  of  Norwich.  The  soil  had  been  purchased,  the  deed  signed, 
and  certain  advance  parties  fi*om  Saybrook  were  exploring  the  banks  of 
the  Yantic,  making  surveys  and  measurements,  and  laying  out  lots  for  a 
future  township  at  this  very  period,  near  the  track  of  this  fast  expedition. 
According  to  tradition,  two  of  these  English  surveyors  were  ufton  the 
side  hill,  near  the  present  residence  of  Daniel  W.  Coit,  E^tcj.,  engaged  in 
digging  ground-nuts  to  satisfy  their  hunger,  when  they  heard  the  iioi^e  of 
a  tumultuous  throng  pressing  furiously  tlirongh  the  fords  and  wo(Hl-patlis, 
and  the  distant  shouts  of  pursuers  driving  them  over  the  Yantic 

From  this  period  the  alarms  of  Uucas  were  at  an  end ;  the  English, 
advancing  beyond  him,  manned  his  frontier  and  became  his  bulwark. 
Capt  Mason,  his  patron  and  friend,  stood  ready  with  arms  nnd  infliicuce 
to  intercept  the  blows  of  his  enemies.  Stonington  also  on  the  eastern 
frontier  had  become  a  settled  township,  and  a  barrier  against  the  Narra- 
gansetts in  that  quarter.  Tlie  providence  of  Goil  had  prepared  the  way 
for  the  peaceable  settlement  of  Uie  Saxon  race,  by  permitting  for  a  while 
the  deadly  passions  of  the  Indians  to  take  their  full  scope,  and  make  them 
instruments  of  each  other's  destruction.  The  wilderness  was  thus  thinned 
of  its  obstructions,  and  prepared  to  receive  the  new  race  of  inhabitants. 

Although  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  destructive  attack 
upon  the  Mohegans  after  1659,  incidental  circumstances  show  that  small 
scouting  parties  occasionally  came  into  the  neighborhood,  sometimes  plun- 
dering and  alarming  the  white  settlers  as  well  as  the  Indians.  One  such 
hostile  skulking  party  passed  through  Norwich  early  in  the  year  1 660,* 

*  It  was  probably  beforo  the  25th  of  March,  at  which  timo  tlio  double  dating  of  the  year 
ceased,  as  the  occarrence  is  by  one  authority  assigned  to  1659,  and  by  others  to  1660. 


HISTOBT    OP    NORWICH.  47 

and  lingering  in  the  waj,  made  an  attempt  upon  the  life  of  Mason.  The 
incident  is  thus  reported  in  a  document  emanating  from  the  General  Court 
of  Connecticut,  dated  June  9th,  1G60: 

"  Not  mnny  weeks  now  past,  wee  are  by  saffident  infonnation  certified,  that  one 
nif^t  at  y*  New  Plantation  at  Monhoago  [Norwich  J  some  Indiana,  as  will  appearo,  of 
the  Narragansctts,  shot  1 1  ballets  into  a  honse  of  our  English  Uiore,  in  hopes,  as  they 
boasted,  to  have  slaine  him  whome  we  have  cause  to  honor,  whose  safety  we  cannot 
but  take  ourselves  bound  to  promote,  our  Deputy  QoV  Major  Mason."* 

The  snmc  fact  is  mentioned  in  the  liccords  of  the  Commissioners,  (with 
some  variation  in  the  number  of  bullets,)  as  a  complaint  presented  by  the 
English,  living  at  a  new  plantation  at  Mohcgan,  viz. : 

"  That  some  Indians  did  in  the  dead  time  of  nif;ht,  shoot  ci^ht  bullets  into  an  Eng- 
lish house,  &  fired  the  same,  wherein  five  Englishmen  were  asloep."t 

Thi^  was  a  rough  salute  for  the  new  settlers,  and  an  appalling  specimen 
of  the  hazards  attending  their  enterprise.  The  house  thus  attacked  must 
have  been  that  of  Major  Mason,  supposed  to  have  been  the  first  built  in 
Norwich.  It  sfood  u[)on  a  knoll  above  the  river,  at  the  southwest  corner 
of  the  Green,  where  is  now  the  old  Court-House. 

The  NaiTagansetts  were  summoned  by  the  Court  of  Commissioners  to 
answer  for  this  outrage.  The  chiefs  apologized,  saying  that  the  offence 
was  committed  without  their  consent  or  knowledge,  and  that  they  counte- 
nanced no  such  practices.  It  was  decreed,  however,  tliat  in  expiation  of 
the  insult  they  should  either  deliver  up  the  four  principal  offenders,  or  pay 
500  fathoms  of  wampum. 

Of  one  more,  and  perhaps  the  last  irruption  of  Narragansctt  upon 
IMohcgan,  a  glimpse  is  obtained  from  a  passage  in  a  letter  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams to  the  younger  Winthrop.  Writing  from  Providence,  Sept.  8, 1 660, 
he  intimates  that  a  party  of  his  barbarous  neighbors  had  just  returned 
from  an  expedition  in  which  nothing  had  been  effected : 

"  The  Monhiggins  would  not  Bailie,  and  the  Nanhiggs  would  not  spoile  the  come 
for  fcare  of  offending  the  English  ."J 

♦  Col.  Rcc.  Conn.,  Vol.  1,  App.,  577. 

t  llu7.ard's  Records  of  United  Colonics. 

I  Winthrop  Papers  in  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  3,  10,  41. 
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INDIAN  NAMES. 

Miantonomoh.  A  standard  of  autlioritj  for  the  spelling  and  accentua- 
tion of  Indian  names  would  be  a  great  relief  to  writers,  and  an  acceptable 
contribution  to  the  history  and  topography  of  the  country.  But  it  is  a 
desideratum  to  which  we  seem  as  yet  scarcely  to  have  made  an  approxi- 
mation. Hesitation  and  uncertainty  hover  over  the  pen  whenever  an 
Indian  word  is  to  be  written  or  pronounced.  And  amid  the  throng  of 
doubtful  terms,  there  is  no  one  more  variable,  and  therefore  more  perplex- 
ing, than  the  name  of  Narragansett's  greatest  sachem. 

The  variations  of  the  name  are  too  numerous  to  quote  at  large.  The 
old  authors  disagree  with  one  another,  and  are  not  consistent  in  their  own 
practice.  But  the  difference  of  orthography  might  perhaps  be  accommo- 
dated to  a  common  standard  of  sound,  if  they  had  given  the  name  its 
proper  accent.  One  of  the  forms  used  by  Roger  Williams,  viz.,  Mianton- 
omi,  may  be  pronounced  in  three  ways,  viz. : 

Mi-anto-n5-mi. 
Mi-unto-n6m-i. 
Mian-ton'-o-mi. 

The  first  of  these  forms,  with  the  long  o  accented,  is  both  sonorous  and 
majestic,  and  if  the  termination  o  or  oh  be  adopted,  as  used  by  the  ehler 
Winthrop,  who  usually  wrote  the  name  Miuntunnomoh,  the  result  is  agree- 
able both  to  the  eye  and  ear. 

The  second  pronunciation  coincides  with  that  considered  most  authentic 

f 

by  J.  H.  Trumbull,  Esq.,  who,  nfkr  collating  the  various  authorities,  de- 
cides in  favor  of  Me-dnto-nCni'-y. 

The  third  mode,  with  the  accent  on  the  antepenultimate,  has  been  much 
in  vogue  of  late  years,  and  seems  to  be  required  by  the  orthography  used 
by  Hubbard  in  his  Indian  Wars  and  New  Knglaiid  History,  and  by  ])r. 
Trumbull, — Mian-ton'-imo,  with  or  without  a  final  /«. 

But  this  pronunciation  is  pmbably  Anglican,  and  not  aboriginal.  It  is 
entirely  irreconcilable  with  some  of  the  most  ancient  modes  of  spelling 
the  name;  for  instance,  that  employed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Petei*s  in  1 015: 


]\[iantinoniio. 

On  the  Sachem's  monument  in  Grccneville,  the  inscription  is 

MI  AN  TO  NO  MO. 

This  mode  of  spelling  the  name,  M'ith  the  three  O's,  and  the  finishing 
letter  A,  is  adopted  in  this  work.  It  affords  scope  for  the  accent  to  be 
placed  either  on  the  third  or  fourth  syllable. 
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DhcfUf  Occoniy  Pequot,  Niantic. 

Roger  Williams  for  Uncas  wrote  Okace.  Other  cotemporary  writers 
supply  the  variations  Onkos,  Wonkus,  Unkus,  Uucas.  The  last  form  has 
prevailed  and  driven  its  rivals  from  the  field. 

When  a  mode  of  spelling  has  become  current,  it  is  undoubtedly  wise  to 
let  it  pass  on  to  perpetuity,  whether,  abstractly  considered,  it  is  the  best 
form  or  not.  We  should  perhaps  write  Unkus,  or  Onkos,  if  the  name  was 
now  for  the  first  time  to  be  embodied  in  letters ;  and  likewise  Aukum,  for 
the  name  of  the  Mohegan  preacher;  but  Uncas  and  Occom  are  time-sanc- 
tioned, and  we  would  therefore  leave  them  as  they  are.  For  the  same 
reason  we  use  Pequot  instead  of  Pequoadt,  and  Niantic  instead  of  Nahan- 
tick  or  Nahanticut. 

Owaneco,  son  of  Uncas. 

This  name,  as  uttered  by  the  Indians,  commenced  with  the  whistled  W, 
'Wuneco.  There  is  a  doubt  where  the  accent  should  be  placed.  Oneco 
is  a  familiar  abridgement  of  the  name,  and  this  seems  to  indicate  the 
penultimate  accent,  Owane'co.  But  the  modeim  Mohegans  pronounce  it 
Owan'eco,  which  harmonizes  with  tlie  orthography  sometimes  found  in  old 
records,  as  Awaneca,  Oaneca,  &c. 

Mohegan. 

There  are  many  forms  of  this  name.  Mohiccan  is  one  of  the  best. 
Tlie  tribe  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  branch  of  the  Mohiccanni,  or  Mo- 
hickandcrs  of  Hudson  river,  that  had  migrated  to  the  banks  of  the  Con- 
necticut long  before  the  English  settled  at  Ilartfoixl. 

The  Indian  names  were  all  descriptive  and  significanL  This  portion  of 
the  coimtry  having  been  so  recently  in  their  occupation,  every  distinctive 
object,  hill,  stream,  plain,  forest,  ledge  of  rocks,  or  sweep  of  river,  seems 
to  have  bad  an  Indian  descriptive  name.  The  early  settlers  being  on 
friendly  terms  with  their  aboriginal  neighbors,  caught  up  and  perpetuated 
many  of  these  terms.  This  accounts  for  the  number  of  Indian  names 
that  nppear  in  old  deeds  and  grants,  some  of  which  can  not  now  be 
located. 

The  aboriginal  name  of  the  Thames  ha<^  not  been  recovered.  In  the 
early  records  it  is  simply  styled  the  Great  River,  in  distinction  from  the 
Yantirk,  or  Little  River.  This  being  used  also  in  Indian  conveyances,  it 
may  be  inferred  that  the  original  name  was  an  Indian  term  signifying 
great  or  large. 

Qiiinebniig  is  literally  Long  Pond.  In  a  deed  of  1 G53  it  is  called  "  the 
river  that  comes  from  Quinabang,"  and  runs  down  toward  Mohegan.  In 
a  deed  of  1 C99  this  phmseology  occurs,  "  Quinabaug  river,  alias  Aspinook 
river,  according  to  the  Indian  name." 
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Showtucky  (passing  through  manj  variations  to  Shetucket,)  is  supposed 
to  mean  middle  river.  The  determining  part  of  the  woi*d,  show  or  shaw^ 
is  a  contraction  of  nashaw^  between,  or  in  Oie  middle.  The  torminalion  et^ 
makes  it  applicahle  to  the  land  hetween  the  rivers.  Perhaps  this  was  the 
original  name  of  Norwich  city.  The  situation  is  such  as  the  Indians 
would  describe  by  that  word.  The  Indian  settlement  in  the  southern  part 
of  Lisbon  was  called  Showtucket. 

Yantick  may  have  had  its  origin  in  Mishontuck,  which  means  a  roaring 
or  noisy  stream.    Mishi-yon-tuck,  great-noise-river^  or  loud-voiced-stream, 

Mashipaug,  This  is  the  Indian  name  of  a  lake  or  pond,  which  was 
the  south-western  comer  boundary  of  the  nine-miles- square.  Several 
other  sheets  of  water  in  New  England  had  the  same  name.  It  signifies 
Great  Pond. 

Massapeag — ^the  same  word  in  a  different  dialect — denotes  a  large  cove 
at  Mohegan,  nearly  surrounded  by  high  land.  Mr.  Brewster  in  1G57 
wrote  the  name  Massapeack. 

Waweekus,  Two  hills  in  Norwich  bore  this  name :  one,  a  range  lying 
west  of  the  town-plot,  sometimes  called  Westward  hill,  and  the  other  at 
the  point  where  the  rivers  meet,  now  covere<l  by  the  City.  The  hitter 
was  oflen  written  Weequaw's  hill,  and  the  name  of  both  is  sup|>osed  to  bo 
derived  from  Waweequaw,  or  Waweekus,  the  brother  of  Uncas. 

Weqiumuk,  This  name  was  given  to  a  tract  of  land  north  of  the  town- 
plot,  on  the  Shetucket.  Tlie  brook  which  flowed  through  it  bore  the  same 
name,  which  was  familiarly  abbreviated  to  Quoiiuk.  The  woixl  is  sup- 
posed to  have  some  relation  to  wet  or  marshy  land. 

PauUpaug,  This  is  the  aboriginal  name  of  a  portion  of  the  nine-miles- 
square,  now  included  in  the  town  of  Fmnklin.  The  word  is  supposed  to 
signify  a  bay,  or  cove,  setting  into  the  land,  or  at  least  to  relate  in  some 
way  to  water.  It  is  not  easy  therefore  to  determine  why  it  should  have 
been  given  to  this  inland  district. 


CIIAFrER  IIL 
Earlt  II18TORT  OP  Satbroox;  FuscnABB  and  Deed  or  Nobwioh. 

Sayrrook  i«  nn  old,  Rubsfniitin],  euphonious  name,  interesting  from  its 
liifitoricnl  a^socintions,  and  honorable  in  its  derivation.  It  perpetuates  the 
unity  of  sentiment  and  partnership  in  enterprise  of  two  enlightened  noble- 
men, Lord  Say  and  Seal  and  Lonl  Brook,  and  the  grateful  regard  of  the 
first  settlers  of  the  place  for  these  their  benefactors.  These  noblemen, 
with  their  a<«sociates,  were  the  patentees  of  Connecticut.  Their  right  or 
privilege,  technically  called  a  Patent^  was  purchased  of  Robert,  Earl  of 
Warwick,  in  1632,  and  extended  along  the  New  England  coast,  westward 
of  Narragansett  river,  120  miles,  and  'Mn  latitude  and  breadth  to  the 
South  Sea."  The  Earl  of  Warwick  was  President  of  the  Council  of  Ply- 
month,  incorporated  by  King  James  the  First  for  the  settlement  of  New 
England,  and  authorized  to  dispense  grants  and  patents  to  others.  The 
right  of  the  patentees  was  therefore  valid  and  clear. 

The  \)\i\cjCi  of  immediate  importance  in  this  patent  was  the  Point  at  the 
mouth  of  Connecticut  river ;  and  here  John  Winthrop  the  younger,  acting 
under  commission  from  the  patentees,  built  a  fort  and  commenced  a  plant- 
ation in  1G35  and  1G3G.  Tiie  Pequot  war  followed  close  upon  this  estab- 
lishment, and  threatened  the  annihilation  of  the  infant  settlement.  The 
fort  was  frrquently  surroimded  by  the  savages.  During  one  whole  win- 
ter, tliat  of  1G3G-7,  it  was  kopt  in  constant  jeopardy  Hke  a  besieged  place. 
Several  of  the  men  were  slain;  others  taken  prisoners;  and  one,  by  the 
nanio  of  lhiltorfi(*]d,  tonnontod  to  death.  Tlie  place  was  however  sus- 
tained by  the  prudence  and  bravery  of  Lieut.  Lion  Gardiner,  the  active 
and  cllicienl  agent  of  Winthrop  in  building  the  fort  and  beginning  to  cul- 
tivate the  ground. 

At  the  close  of  the  Indian  troubles,  Col.  George  Fenwick,  one  of  the 
patenters,  clothed  with  the  authority  of  the  Comi)any,  came  over  to  take 
the  din*e(i()n  of  ailiiirs,  hoping  to  revive  the  drooping  spirits  of  the  plant- 
ers, and  give  a  fresh  impetus  to  the  undertaking.  This  gentleman  arrived 
at  New  Haven  in  September,  1G39,  in  the  first  European  vessel  that  ever 
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anchored  in  New  Haven  harbor.*  He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife,  Ladj 
Alice  Botler,  the  daughter  of  an  English  knight.f 

The  settlement  now  began  to  be  known  by  the  genial  and  enduring 
name  of  Saybrook.  Previously  it  had  been  distinguished  only  as  the  fort 
or  settlement  at  the  river's  mouth.  New  houses  were  now  built,  and  the 
land  more  extensively  cultivated.  The  Point  was  laid  out  into  streets 
and  blocks  for  a  city.  West  of  the  fort  a  square  was  reserved  for  the 
dwellings  of  the  magistrates  and  noble  emigrants.  Another  square  was 
set  aside  for  the  public  service, — ^for  churches,  courts  and  schools.  Across 
the  neck  of  the  peninsula  a  row  of  palisades  was  ei*ccted  as  a  protection 
agunst  the  Indians. 

It  was  expected  that  others  of  the  patentees  and  devout  Puritans  would 
emigrate  with  their  families,  and  that  prospcraus  towns  would  spring  up 
along  the  coast,  within  the  120  miles  of  the  patent,  which  would  become 
places  of  refuge  for  noble  and  generous  spirits  that  might  wish  to  escape 
from  the  vanities  and  perplexities  of  courtly  life  and  feudal  obligation,  as 
well  as  for  those  who  should  flee  from  persecution,  or  seek  by  voluntary 
exile  a  sphere  of  religious  freedom.  But  subsequently,  a  different  turn 
of  public  affairs,  and  the  fluctuations  of  fortune  and  opinion,  effected  a 
change  in  these  designs.  The  higher  classes  of  proposed  emigrants  found 
themselves  more  necessary  or  more  comfortable  at  home.  Statesmen  and 
generab,  princely  merchants  and  titled  noblemen,  the  Cromwells,  Ilamp- 
dens,  Pymms  and  Hazlerigs  remained  behind,  and  lefl  New  England  to 
be  colonized,  with  a  few  exceptions,  from  the  ranks  of  oppressed  virtue, 
heroic  faith,  and  adventurous  ])Overty. 

In  December,  1644,  Col.  Fenwick  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the 
associated  towns  upon  the  river,  forming  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  by 
which,  for  the  sum  of  £1 600,  and  the  revenue  for  ten  years  arising  from 

■ 

certain  duties  paid  by  vessels  on  entering  the  river,  he  tninsfcri-cd  to  theui 
the  fort  and  plantation  at  Saybrook,  with  all  other  rights  and  claiuH  to 
the  occupation,  ownership  and  jurisdiction  of  lands  upon  Connecticut 
river,  derived  from  the  Warwick  patent.  He  only  reserved  to  himself 
certain  personal  privileges  and  especially  the  liberty  of  occupying  his 
premises  at  the  fort  for  ten  years,  if  he  should  choose  to  remain  for  that 
Ume  in  the  country. 

From  this  period  the  settlement  took  a  new  start.  It  had  been  hitlierto 
merely  a  military  post ;  it  was  now  a  plantation,  and  the  inhabitants  in- 
creased rapidly.  In  164G,  a  church  was  organized,  and  Mr.  James  Fitch 
ordained  for  its  minister.     In  1647,  at  the  special  instance  and  request  of 

•  See  letter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Davenport  of  New  Haven,  to  Lady  Vere ;  printed  in  Hist, 
and  Gen.  Reg.,  App.  1855,  p.  149. 

t  Among  the  English  nobility,  a  lady  married  to  a  commoner  'ib  allowed  by  courtesy 
to  retain  her  maiden  title. 
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the  inhabitants,  Capt.  John  Mason  remoTcd  thither  from  Windsor,  and 
was  thereupon  appointed  bj  the  Colony  to  the  military  command  of  the 
post.  He  was  empowered  to  receive  the  fort  and  its  appurtenances  from 
Fen  wick,  who  had  apparently  been  left  in  possession  until  this  time. 

Sayhrook  Point,  the  part  of  the  plantation  first  settled,  is  a  neck  of 
land,  elliptical  in  form,  and  about  a  mile  in  length  from  east  to  west, 
spreading  out  between  two  coves  or  inlets  from  the  river,  of  which  the 
one  on  the  north  side  affords  a  good  harbor  for  shipping,  and  is  known  as 
Sayhrook  harbor.  The  fort  stood  on  the  eastern  bank,  or  upland  bluff, 
overlooking  and  commanding  the  flats  and  shallows  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river. 

Thifl  fort  was  built  of  wood.    It  caught  fire  in  the  winter  of  1 647,  and . 
was  consumed,  with  the  dwelling-house  connected  with  it.     Capt.  Mason, 
with  his  wife  and  child,  narrowly  escaped  from  the  flames. 

Another  fortification  was  soon  aflerward  constructed,  not  on  the  same 
spot,  but  a  few  rods  distant,  upon  a  height  which  advanced  more  promi- 
nently toward  the  river,  and  was  from  that  time  called  New  Fort  Hill. 
A  portion  of  the  walls  and  embankments  of  this  second  fort,  (often,  how- 
ever, renewed  in  later  times,)  may  yet  be  traced.  Lady  Fenwick  died  at 
Sayhrook,  in  1G48,  and  was  interred  within  the  inclosure  of  the  old  fort. 
A  monument  of  red  sandstone  erected  over  her  remains  is  still  extant, 
and  has  given  to  the  site  the  name  of  Tomb  Hill. 

Say  brook  has  no  church  records  of  the  period  of  Mr.  Fitch's  ministry, 
and  the  town  reconis  before  1G60,  are  also  wanting.  A  few  items  only 
of  earlier  date  may  be  found  standing  amid  subsequent  entries.  One  of 
these,  (perhaps  the  earliest  remaining  of  a  municipal  charncter,)  is  a  no- 
tice of  .1  town  meeting,  January  7, 1G55-G,  at  which  the  following  persons 
were  present : 

Tlio.  Ad^ntc,  William  Hide, 

Kohcrt  Bull,  Rundall  Marvin, 

Tho.  Burdict,  VVillinin  Parker, 

William  Buslmcll,  John  Post, 

KolKTt  Chapman,  Stephen  PoRt, 

Jolm  Clark,  Sen  ,  Jonathan  Rudd, 

TIio.  Dnnko,  Kiclianl  Tousland, 

Birhard  ICdgcrton,  Tho.  Trary, 

Francis  Griswold,  William  Waller. 

At  the  same  time  mention  is  made  of  Mr.  Fitch  and  Mr.  Lay.  Nearly 
half  of  these  are  afterward  found  at  Norwich.  William  Backus,  Thomas 
Bliss,  IMorgnn  Bowers,  the  two  Ilimtingtons,  Thomas  LefTingwell  and 
John  Ohn««tcMd,  were  probably  inhabitants  of  as  long  standing  as  most  of 
those  in  the  list. 

It  is  n])p:ircnt  that  the  plantation  before  1G60,  had  been  extended  over 
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a  large  area.  The  lands  on  Oyster  river  were  cultivnted ;  planters  had 
settled  at  Pautipaug,  Deep  River,  Six-mile-island,  and  on  the  cast  side  of 
the  Connecticut,  in  Ljme,  wliich  was  then  a  dependency  of  8aybixx>k. 
A  division  of  lands  made  before  1G«50,  gives  a  list  of  forty  gninlees,  and 
this  number  must  have  been  nearly  doubled  in  16G0. 

The  removal  of  Mr.  Fitch  and  his  friends,  though  it  weakened  Say- 
brook,  by  no  means  led  it  desolate.  She  had  stout  and  valiant  hearts  left 
and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  the  vacancies  made  by  tlie  Norwich 
emigration  were  filled  by  fresh  purchasers,  and  new  grants  and  divisions 
of  the  common  land  were  necessary  in  order  to  accommodate  the  thick 
coming  planters.  The  church,  however,  languished  under  the  loss  of  her 
golden  head,  and  was  scarcely  kept  alive  until  1670,  when  tlie  Rev. 
Thomas  Buckingham,  originally  from  Wales,  but  immediately  from  Mil- 
ford,  was  settled  as  the  pastor.* 

This  preparatory  sketch  of  Saybrook,  the  mother-town  of  Norwich,  in- 
troduces us  to  the  settlement  of  the  latter  place. 

The  project  of  establishing  a  plantation  in  the  Moh^gan  territory,  four- 
teen miles  above  New  London^  originated,  in  all  probability,  with  Capt. 
Mason.  When  his  previous  adventures,  his  long  familiarity  with  Uncos, 
and  his  frequent  explorations  of  the  Indian  country,  are  considered,  to- 
gether with  his  influence  in  the  Colony,  there  can  be  no  hesitation  in 
affirming  that  he  was  the  prime  mover  and  ruling  spirit  of  the  undeilak- 
ing.  If  any  one  of  the  first  proprietors,  more  than  another,  has  a  special 
claim  to  be  considered  the  founder  of  Norwich,  the  pre-eminence  must 
certainly  be  accorded  to  Mason.  He  had  been  one  of  the  founders  of 
Dorchester  and  Windsor,  had  re-awakened  the  breath  of  life,  in  the  dying 
settlement  at  Saybrook,  and  was  now  ready  for  the  fourth  time  to  erect 
his  lodge  in  the  wilderness. 

At  what  period  the  plan  of  this  new  settlement  was  broached  is  uncer- 
tain. Probably  it  was  for  several  ycara  under  consideration.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  best  inhabitants  of  Saybrook  entered  into  it ;  a  few 
names  from  other  phices  were  added  to  the  list,  and  in  May,  iG5U,  appli- 
cation was  made  to  the  General  Court  for  permission  to  begin  the  work. 
The  proposition  was  favorably  received  by  the  Assembly,  and  sanctioned 
by  the  following  enactment : 

Hartford,  May  20,  (59.)    This  Court  havcing  considered  the  pctiiion  presented  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Suabrook,  doc  declare  yt  tlicy  approve  and  consent  to  wliat  is  do- 


*Thi8  worthy  successor  of  Mr.  Fitcli,  forms  another  linlc  uniting  Norwich  with  its 
ancient  nursing  inotlier  Saybrook.  Some  of  his  descendants  of  tlie  present  generation, 
passing  by  way  of  Lebanon,  have  chosen  Norwich  for  their  home,  and  given  to  it  the 
distinction  of  furnishing  a  second  Chief  Magistrate  to  the  State.  Williiim  Alfi-cd 
Buckingham,  Ciovernor  of  Connecticut  since  1858,  is  of  the  sixth  generation  in  de- 
scent from  tlie  Rev.  Thomas  Buckingham  of  Saybrook. 


Clf}^uJ^^^Li^ 
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sired  by  je  petitionera,  respecting  Mohegin,  provided  yt  within  ye  spmce  of  three  yeares 
they  doe  effect  a  plantation  in  ye  place  propounded. 

It  18  to  be  regretted  that  no  copy  of  the  petition  has  been  preserved.  A 
list  of  the  signers  would  be  invaluable.  The  action  of  the  court  speaks 
of  it  as  emanating  from  ^H\\e  inhabitants  of  Scabrook,**  not  from  a  com- 
pany or  a  portion  of  the  planters.     This  would  seem  to  imply  that  the 

• 

greater  part  of  the  people,  or  at  least  a  mtgority,  were  proposing  to  re- 
move to  the  new  settlement ;  and  this  coincides  with  the  current  opinion, 
that  the  company  consisted  of  Mr.  Fitch  and  the  major  2)art  of  his  church. 

It  would  be  gratifying  also,  to  ascertain  the  motives  which  led  tliese 
solid  and  considerate  householders  to  determine  upon  a  change  of  resi- 
dence. What  should  induce  them  to  abandon  improvements  which  tliey 
had  long  labored  to  obtain,  lands  which  they  had  subdued  by  toilsome  cul- 
tivation, comfortable  abodes  and  a  civilized  neighborhood,  to  plunge  again 
into  a  wilderness  and  begin  life  anew,  upon  another  savage  soil,  near  a 
frontier  bristling  with  alarm  and  terror.  It  was  undoubtedly  wise  as  a 
measure  of  State  policy,  to  advance  the  settlements  and  erect  a  fresh  bar- 
rier against  Indian  invasion,  and  this  consideration  may  have  been  of 
wciglit  with  Major  Mason  and  Mr.  Fitch.  But  the  majority  must  have 
had  some  alluring  prospect  of  individual  advantage,  to  counterbalance  the 
sacrifices  they  were  to  make.  Undoubtedly  the  moving  cause  was  to  be 
found  in  the  sheltered  vales  and  fine  grazing  lands,  the  sparkling,  dashing 
streams,  the  wide  ranges  of  upland  forest,  and  the  rich  provisions  for 
hunting  and  fishing  which  were  included  in  the  broad  extent  of  the  pro- 
posed township.  These  were  the  bright  attractions  that  charmed  the 
planters  of  Saybrook  from  tiieir  fertile  plains  and  stonclcss  soil,  and  fixed 
their  longing  eyos  uj)on  the  frowning  cliffs  and  wild  varieties  of  surface  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  Yantic,  the  Shetucket  and  the  Quincbang. 

Another  reason  dissimilar,  and  apparently  inadequate  and  frivolous,  has 
been  assigned,  by  local  tradition,  as  the  immediate,  provoking  cause  of 
the  removal.  It  has  been  said  that  the  Norwich  settlers,  being  for  the 
most  part  farmers,  were  driven  from  Saybrook  by  the  crows  and  black- 
birds. This  story  is  at  least  suggestive  of  a  great  nuisance  in  the  early 
days  of  onr  countiy.  It  is  well  known  that  clouds  of  these  gormandizing 
fowls,  darkening  the  sky,  and  filling  the  air  with  clamor,  would  come  down 
u|M»n  Ihc  newly  planted  maize,  in  the  late  IVIay  or  early  June,  when  the 
yonng  shoots  could  be  easily  torn  up,  and  in  a  few  days  h^ave  the  fields 
of  a  whole  district  in  ruin.  These  cormorants  were  peculiarly  trouble- 
some upon  level  corn-fields,  near  the  sea,  or  large  rivers,  obliging  the 
farnuT  to  plant  and  replant,  and  sometimes  destroying  prematurely  the 
whole  harvest. 

In  mo?<t  of  the  settlements  by-laws  were  made  rendering  it  obligatory 
upon  every  man  to  destroy,  during  the  three  spring  months,  a  certain 
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number  of  crows,  black-birds,  wood-peckers,  jajs,  and  other  grain-devour- 
ing birds.  A  dozen  was  Uic  usual  number  required,  with  a  premium  for 
all  over  a  dozen,  and  penalties  imposed  on  those  who  fell  short.*  Thus 
it  appears  that  the  early  inliabitants  of  nearly  all  our  towns  were  obliged 
to  wage  an  annual  war,  not  only  with  wild  beasts,  venomous  serpents  and 
pilfering  animals  that  burrowed  in  the  ground,  but  with  predatory  fowls 
swarming  in  the  air. 

But  that  the  people  of  Saybrook  were  routed  from  their  haliitations, 
and  forced  into  exile  by  the  inroads  of  voracious  birds,  was  doubtless  a 
pleasant  satire  rather  than  a  fact.  President  Styles  notices  the  tradition 
in  his  diary,  but  dismisses  it,  expressing  an  opinion  with  which  most  peo- 
ple who  consider  the  circumstances  will  coincide,  that  Mr.  Fitch  and  his 
congregation  relinquished  their  Saybrook  grants  in  the  hope  of  finding 
accommodations  better  adapted  to  their  pursuits  and  aspirations  at  Nor- 
wich. 

The  enterprise  having  been  sanctioned  by  the  (xeneral  Court,  and  the 
deed  obtained  from  the  Indians,  the  proprietors  began  to  prepare  for  a 
removal.  The  township  was  surveyed,  the  town  plot  or  central  village 
laid  out,  a  highway  opened,  and  house-lots  measured  and  assigned  to  the 
purchasers  in  the  fall  of  1659.  By  what  rule  the  distribution  was  made 
is  not  known.  The  probability  is  that  Mr.  Fitch  and  Major  Mason  had 
the  privilege  of  a  first  choice. 

No  removal  of  cattle  or  goods  appears  to  have  taken  place  until  the 
next  year.  Doubtless  some  small  cabins  were  erected,  and  a  few  persons 
remained  on  the  ground  to  keep  watch  and  guard.  The  flying  attack 
made  by  the  Narrngansctts,  already  mentioned,  shows  that  there  was  one 
English  house  and  hve  Englishmen  at  Norwich  during  the  winter;  and 
this,  as  far  as  is  known,  comprises  the  whole  settlement  previous  to  the 
spring  of  1 660.t 

The  Mohegan  territory,  comprising  all  the  lands  claimed  by  Uncas  and 

*A  similar  regulation  was  enforced  at  Colclicstcr,  so  luto  an  tho  year  1717. 

'*  Voated  to  oblige  every  person  in  the  town  of  sixteen  years  of  agu  and  upwards 
to  kill  one  Duson  of  blnckhuds,  or  wood-peckers  or  gay  hunis,  and  bring  tlieir  heads 
to  the  Select  Men ;  and  what  are  killed  in  the  months  of  mnrch  nprcll  or  may,  six 
shall  be  counted  as  a  duson ;  and  if  any  person  kills  more  than  his  Duson  he  sliull  be 
alowed  one  penne  pr  head — and  he  that  doth  not  kill  his  dusen  shall  pny  to  the  town 
Bate  one  shilling." 

Taintor's  Extracts  from  Records  of  Colchester,  p.  19. 

t  In  the  MS.  Journal  of  Thomas  Minor  of  Stonington,  this  memorandum  occurs, 
under  date  of  1 659,  Nov.  6th  : 

"  We  wcr  at  Mohegon." 

It  is  tantalizing  not  to  have  him  say  more.  But  this  being  the  precise  month  when 
the  proprietors  were  laying  out  their  lots  in  tho  Mohegan  purchase,  it  may  bo  oonjcc> 
tured  that  Minor  went  there  as  an  assistant  in  surveys  and  measurements. 


HI8T0BT    OF    NORWICH.  67 

his  tribe,  bj  whatever  name  known,  within  the  bounds  of  the  Connecticut 
colony,  was  ceded  by  Uncas  to  the  colonial  authorities  at  Hartford,  Sept. 
28,  1G40.*  This  npi>ears  to  have  been  regarded  as  a  cession  of  jurisdic- 
tion only ;  for  whenever  afterward  settlements  were  about  to  commence, 
a  regular  purchase  of  the  place  was  made.  Often  also  additional  gratu- 
ities were  made  for  special  tracts  within  these  purchased  towns,  by  indi- 
viduals. 

When  the  settlement  of  Norwich  was  projected,  the  township  was  con- 
veyed to  the  proprietors  by  Uncas  and  his  sons,  for  the  sum  of  seventy 
pounds.  This  was  in  June,  1 659.  Major  Mason  was  at  this  period  act- 
ing under  a  commission  from  the'  General  Court,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  obtain  a  fresh  conveyance  to  tlie  colony  of  all  the  Mohegan  lands  not 
actually  p1nntc<l  and  improved  by  the  tribe.  In  this  business  he  was  suc- 
ros?>ful.  A  deed  of  cca^iou  was  obtained,  signed  by  Uncas  and  his  brotlier 
Wawequaw,  Aug.  15,  lG59.t  Thus  it  appears  that  the  nine-miles-square 
of  the  Norwidi  purchase  was  three  times  legally  transferred  from  the  abo- 
rigines to  the  whites,  and  each  time,  apparently,  in  the  way  of  fair  and 
honorable  dealing. 

"  On  just  nnd  eqnal  terms  the  land  was  gained  ; 
No  force  of  arms  hath  anj  right  obtaincd."| 

The  original  deed  of  Norwich  is  not  extant.  In  March,  1668,  the* 
General  Court  ordered  it  to  be  placed  on  record  at  FIartford.§  Appi^ 
rently,  in  recording  the  deed,  some  slight  variations  from  the  original  copy 
were  allowed,  for  thn  phnwc  used  by  one  of  tlie  contracting  parties,  viz.. 
Town  and  Inhabitants  of  Norwich^  seems  to  imply  that  a  settlement  had 
been  made. 

DEED  OF  NOUWICII.il 

Know  all  men  that  Onkos,  Ownneco,  Attawanhood,  Sachems  of  MoUcgan  have 
Barpincd,  sold,  and  passed  over,  and  doo  by  these  presents  sell  and  pass  over  unto  the 
Townc  and  Inhabitants  of  Norwich  nine  miles  square  of  land  lying  and  being  at 

•  Procccdinps  in  the  Mason  controversy,  transmitted  to  the  Board  of  Trade  and' 
primed  in  I^ndon,  1743. 

t  Ibid.  Tirw  deed  was  witnessed  by  Wm.  Thompson,  Thomas  Lcffingwell,  andi 
Benjamin  Brewster. 

\  Hoj;cr  Wolcott. 

S  Conn.  Col.  Rec,  I,  393. 

H  This  i<  taken  from  the  first  book  of  Norwich  Proprietary  Records,  into  which  it 
was  irnnscril>cd  alwut  1680,  not  apparently  from  the  original  deed,  but  from  ihe  copy 
rccordwl  at  Hartford  in  1663.  It  has,  however,  some  slight  variations  from  the  Ilart- 
fonl  rrronl.  The  latter  has  Monheag  for  Moheagen,  and  after  Groat  Uivcr  (lino  11) 
is  added,  *•  commonly  called  Monheag  river." 

Thisdi-cd  is  aNo  recorded  at  Now  Undon,  (Deeds,  V.  I,  226,)  where  the  orthogra- 
phy is  Unchas,  Owaucca,  and  Monlicago. 
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Moheagen  and  the  parts  thereanto  ajoyneing,  with  all  ponds,  riyera,  woods,  qnarries, 
mines,  with  all  rojaltios,  privileges,  and  appnrtenanoes  tliereunto  belonging,  ti  them 
the  said  inhabitants  of  Norwich,  theire  heirs  and  saccessors  forever — the  said  lands  are 
to  be  bonnded  as  followetb,  (ni,)  to  the  southward  on  tlio  west  side  of  the  Groat  River, 
ye  line  is  to  begin  at  the  brooke  falling  into  the  head  of  Trading  Cove,  and  soe  to  run 
west  norwest  seven  miles — from  thence  the  line  to  mn  nor  north  east  nine  miles,  and 
on  the  Bast  side  the  afores'd  river  to  the  southward  the  line  is  to  joyne  with  New  Lon- 
don bounds  as  it  is  now  laid  out  and  soe  to  mn  east  two  miles  from  the  forcsd  river, 
and  soe  from  thence  the  line  is  to  run  nor  noreast  nine  miles  and  from  thence  to  run 
nor  norwest  nine  miles  to  meet  with  the  western  line.  In  consideration  whereof 

the  sd  Onkos,  Owaneco  and  Attawanhood  doe  acknowledge  to  have  received  of  the 
parties  aforcsd  the  full  and  juste  sum  of  seventy  pounds  and  doe  promise  and  engage 
ourselves,  heirs  and  successors,  to  warrant  the  sd  bargin  and  sale  to  the  aforcsd  parties, 
their  heirs  and  successors,  and  them  to  defend  from  all  claimes  and  molestations  from 
any  whatsoever. — In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  to  our  hands  this  6th  of 
June,  Anno  1659. 


UiTKOB      *      17/  his  marke 


OwAKBOO  f  7       marke 


Attawanhood  f  ^        marke 


Witness  hereunto 
John  Mason 
Thomas  Tract. 

This  deed  is  recorded  in  the  Country  Booke  Agust  20th  1603  :  na  atcsts 

John  Ali.yn,  Scc'y. 

The  bounds  of  this  tract,  as  more  particularly  described  iii  the  first 
volume  of  the  Proprietors'  Records,  were  as  follows: 

The  line  commenced  at  the  mouth  of  Trading  Cove,  where  the  brook 
falls  into  the  cove ;  thence  W.  N.  W.  seven  miles  to  a  Great  Pond,  [now 
in. the  comer  of  Bozrah  and  Colchester,]  the  limit  in  iliis  direction  lieing 
denoted  by  a  black  oak  marked  N  tliat  stood  near  the  outlet  of  tiio 
"Great  Brook  that  runs  out  of  the  pond  to  Norwich  river;"  thence 
N.  N.  E.  nine  miles  to  a  black  oak  standing  on  the  south  side  of  the 
'river,  ^Shetueket,]  "a  little  above  Maw-mi-ag-waug ;"  tlience  S.  S.  E. 
nine  miles,  crossing  the  Shetucket  and  the  Quinebaug,  and  passing  through 
"a  Seader  Swamp  culled  Catantaquck,"  to  a  white  oak  tree,  markt^d  N, 
•thirteen  rods  beyond  a  brook  called  Quo-qui-qua-soug,  the  space  from  the 
•Quinebaug  to  this  tree  being  just  one  mile  and  fifty-eight  rods;  thence 
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S.  S.  W.  nine  miles  to  a  white  oak  marked  N,  near  the  dwelling-hoases 
of  Rohert  Alljn  and  Thomas  Rose,  where  Norwich  and  New  London 
bounds  join ;  thence  west  on  the  New  London  bounds,  crossing  the  south- 
em  part  of  Mr.  Brewster's  land,  two  miles  to  Mohegan  river,  opposite  the 
mouth  of  Trading  Cove  brook,  where  the  first  bounds  began.     > 

Such  were  the  bounds,  as  reviewed  and  renewed  in  October,  1685,  by 
an  authorized  committee,  accompanied  bj  the  two  sachems  and  some  of 
the  chief  men  of  Mohegan.  The  former  deed  of  1659,  with  the  bounda- 
ries thus  dciicribed  and  explained,  was  then  ratified  and  confirmed  bj 
**  Owancca,  sacliem  of  Mohegan,  son  and  heire  unto  Vnchas  deceased," 
and  **  Josiah,  son  and  hcire  unto  Owaneca,"  in  a  new  deed,  signed  bj 
them  Oct.  5lh,  1685,  witnessed  bj  John  Arnold  and  Stephen  Gifford,  and 
acknowlctlged  before  James  Fitch,  Assistant.* 

The  Kouthem  boundary  line,  it  will  be  observed,  is  nine  miles  in  length, 
two  east  of  the  river,  and  seven  west,  without  counting  the  breadth  of  the 
Thames,  and  the  length  of  Trading  Cove  to  the  mouth  of  the  brook,  which 
would  make  this  line  nearly  ten  miles  long.  This  is  explained  in  the 
deed  to  be  designed  as  a  compensation  for  **  the  benefit  and  liberty  of  the 
waters  and  river  for  fishing  and  other  occasions,"  reserved  to  the  Indians. 


Recorded  at  Hartford,  Liber  D,  folio  104.  'Also  at  New  London,  Book  6,  folio 


.  CHAPTER  IV. 

PrOPBIBTOBS  AMD  HOUSB-LOTS. 

Who  were  the  original  proprietors  of  Norwich  ?  Tlie  current  state- 
ment that  they  were  just  tliirty-five  in  number,  is  based  upon  the  author- 
ity of  historians  writing  more  than  a  century  aAer  the  settlement.  Dr. 
Trumbull  in  bis  History  of  Connecticut  gives  this  number,  relying,  it  is 
supposed,  upon  a  list  furnished  in  1767  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lord,  pastor  of  the 
First  Church  of  Norwich.     Dr.  Lord's  manuscript  is  extant.    He  says : 

"  The  town  of  Norwich  was  settled  in  the  spring  of  1660 :  the  Purchase  of  sd  Town 
WM  made  in  ye  month  of  June,  1659,  by  35*  men." 

He  then  gives  a  list  of  the  names,  which  includes  several  who  were 
minors  at  that  time,  and  one  at  least  [John  Elderkin]  whose  earliest  grant 
at  Norwich  was  in  1667. 

Laying  aside  therefore  all  subsequent  statements,  and  recurring  to  the 
oldest  records  remnitiing  at  Norwich,  fcom  which  these  ubstnicts  must 
have  been  derived,  it  is  found  that  the  original  records  were  very  defi- 
cient in  giving  dates  to  the  early  grants.  Resolutions  passed  at  diiferent 
periods,  in  the  town  meetings,  refer  to  this  defect. 

Li  1672,  a  new  record  of  lands  was  made  under  direction  of  the  town 
authorities,  by  James  Fitch,  Jr.  It  was  commenced  IMay  1st  of  that 
year,  and  the  book  contains  a  registry  of  the  town  lands  and  grants,  '*  so 
far  as  copies  of  said  lands  were  brought  in  by  the  inhubitunts."  The 
number  of  land-owners  recorded  is  seventy-eight,  three  or  four  of  whom 
were  non-residents. 

In  1681,  the  inhabitants  declaring  themselves  sensible  of  a  deficiency 
In  their  original  records,  appointed  three  of  the  first-comers,  Tlionins  Lcf- 
fingwell,  Thomas  Adgate,  and  John  Post,  to  search  for  the  ori<;inal  dates 
of  former  acts  and  grants,  but  nothing  appears  to  have  been  done  under 
this  commission. 

May  dd,  1684,  Christopher  Huntington,  Recorder,  at  the  request  of 
Jo|in  Olmstead,  who,  he  says,  ^'desireth  to  have  the  primitive  date  set  to 
his  record  of  land,  which  hath  not  been  done  heretofore  for  the  want  of 

*  Altered  in  the  MS.  from  34,  and  John  Elderkin  interlined. 
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an  orderly  dating  bj  the  first  recorder,  Mr.  Birchard/'  ascertains  the  true 
date,  and  aflixes  it  under  his  signature, — "  which  date  we  find  out  of  an 
antient  wrighting  which  respects  our  purchase  interest,  and  right,  to  ht 
in  the  jeare  of  our  Lord  upon  the  dOth  day  of  June  1 659." 

Again,  Dec.  18th,  1694,  the  town,  afler  adverting  to  their  former  neg- 
ligence in  the  record  of  proprietary  lands,  nominated  a  committee  of  six 
men  '^  to  search  out  and  do  the  best  they  can  to  find  the  names  of  first 
purchasers,  and  what  estate  each  of  them  put  in,  and  report  to  the  town." 
The  striking  fact  is  here  disclosed,  that  in  little  more  than  thirty  years 
afler  tlie  settlement,  the  number  of  the  first  proprietors,  the  amount  of 
each  one's  subscription,  and  Uie  names  of  all  the  purchasers,  were  not 
generally  known  and  could  not  be  determined  without  some  difficulty. 

Ko  report  of  the  last  commission  is  recorded.  Not  long  afterwards 
Oapt  James  Fitch  was  employed  in  the  same  business.  lie  began  a  new 
registry  of  lands,  copying  original  records  where  he  could  find  them, 
stating  bounds  as  they  then  existed,  and  affixing  dates  as  nearly  accurate 
as  could  be  ascertained.  It  is  from  this  registry  that  the  various  lists  of 
the  thirty-five  proprietors  have  been  gathered.  Home  lots,  that  seem  to 
have  constituted  original  grants,  not  having  been  alienated  or  purchased, 
were  in  general  dated  November,  1659.  But  the  whole  number  that 
appears  to  be  included  under  this  date,  either  expressly  or  by  implication, 
is  thirty-eighty  and  it  is  difficult  to  decide  which  of  these  should  be 
rejected,  so  as  to  leave  the  number  just  thirty-five. 

The  following  list  comprises  those  against  whom  not  only  nothing  is 
found  to  militate  against  their  being  ranked  as  first  proprietors,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  the  records  either  prove  conclusively,  or  favor  the  idea,  that 
tliey  belonged  to  that  class : 

Rev.  James  Fitch,  Christophor  Huntington, 

Mnjor  John  Mnson,  Simon  Huntington, 

Thomas  Adgato,  William  Hyde, 

]lol)crt  Allyn,  Samuel  Hyde, 

William  Buckns,  Thomas  LefTingwell, 

William  Backus,  Jr.,  John  Olmstoad, 

John  Baldwin,  John  Pease, 

John  Birchard,  John  Post, 

Thomas  Bliss,  Thomas  Post, 

Morgan  Bowers,  John  Reynolds, 

Hugh  Calkins,  Jonathan  Royce, 

John  Calkins,  Nehemiah  Smith, 

Richard  Edgerton,  Thomas  Tracy, 

Francis  Griswold,  Robert  Wade. 

Others  having  original  home-lots  and  all  the  privileges  of  first  proprie- 
tors, were : 
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• 

•       Thomas  Bingham,  Thomas  Howard, 

John  Bradford,  Thomas  Watonnan, 

John  Gager,  John  Tracy, 

Stephen  Gilford,  Josiah  Reed, 

Richard  Hendy,  Richard  Wallis. 

• 

Of  this  second  class,  Bingham,  Gifford,  Howard,  Reed,  Tracy  and 
Waterman,  were  probably  minors  when  the  plantation  commenced.  Thcj 
were  all  married  between  1666  and  1670,  inclusiye,  and  were  all  living, 
except  Howard,  in  1702,  when  a  roll  of  the  inhabitants  was  mode  in  ref- 
erence to  a  division  of  lands  which  distinguished  the  surviving  fli*st  pro- 
prietors from  the  list  of  accepted  inhabitants.  Bingham,  Gifford,  Reed, 
Tracy  and  Waterman,  were  enrolled  with  the  latter,  which  would  seem 
to  settle  the  point  that  they  were  not  original  proprietor. 

Most  of  these  names,  however,  are  necessary  in  order  to  make  up  the 
charmed  number  thirty-five.  From  the  position  these  young  men  took, 
and  the  prominence  of  their  descendants  in  the  history  of  the  town,  they 
seem  to  have  a  higher  claim  to  be  ranked  as  proprietors  than  some  of  the 
earlier  class,  Hendy  and  Wallis,  for  instance,  of  whom  wo  know  little 
more  than  their  names,  and  Wade,  who  soon  alienated  his  possessions. 
By  dropping  these  three  names,  and  accepting  the  six  minors,  we  are 
brought  back  to  the  time-honored  prescriptive  number,  Thirty-five. 

Stephen  Backus,  another  minor,  became  a  proprietor  in  the  right  of  his 
father,  William  Backus,  who  died  soon  after  the  settlement. 

The  Town-plot  was  laid  out  in  a  winding  vale,  wliich  followed  the 
course  of  the  rapid  circuitous  Yantic,  and  was  sheltered  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  way,  on  cither  side,  by  abrupt  and  rocky,  but  well-wooded 
hills!  A  broad  street  or  highway  was  opened  through  this  valley,  on  each 
side  of  wliich  the  home-lots  were  arranged. 

A  pathway  was  likewise  cleared  from  the  center  of  the  settlement,  to 
the  Indian  landing  place  below  the  Falls  of  the  Yantic,  near  the  head  of 
the  Cove;   following  the  old  Indian  trail  from  Ox-hill  to  Yanliu  ford. 
This  path,  called;  by  the  settlers  Mill-Lune,  was  the  most  eligible  route 
by    which    the   effects   of  the   planters   could   be   conveyed.     In   some 
places  the  forests  had  been  tliinned  of  their  undergrowth  by  firos,  to 
afford   scope   for  the   Indians   in    their  passionate   love  of  the   chose, 
and   the  beaver  had  done  his  part   towards  clearing  tlie  lowlands  and 
banks  of  the  rivers.     A  few  wigwams  were  scattered  here  and  there,  the 
occasional  abodes  of  wandering  families  of  Indians  at  certain  seasons  of 
the  year,  who  came  hither  for  supplies  of  fisli,  fruit,  or  game ;  and  the 
summits  of  some  of  the  hills  were  crowned  with  disorderly  heaps  of  stones, 
showing  where  some  rude  defence  had  been  constructed  in  the  course  of 
their  wars.     But  in  every  other  respect  the  land  was  m  \ld  natural  wild 
state.     It  was  a  laborious  toak  to  cut  down  trees,  to  b\iri\  V\vc  underbrush. 


HISTORY    OF    NORWIOH.  68 

to  mnrk  out  roads  and  pathways,  to  throw  temporary  bridges  over  the 
runs  of  water,  and  to  collect  materials  for  building. 

The  home-lots  comprised  each  a  block  of  several  acres,  and  were  in 
general  river-lands,  favorable  for  mowing,  pasture  and  tillage.  Here  lay 
the  prime  advantage  to  be  gained  by  a  change  of  residence,  the  first  pro- 
prietors being,  with  scarcely  a  single  exception,  agriculturists  and  farmers. 

Each  homestead  had  a  tract  of  pasture  land  included  in  it,  or  laid  out 
as  near  to  it  as  was  convenient  Where  the  street  approached  the  river, 
the  planters  had  their  pasture  lots,  in  the  some  line  with  the  house  lots  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  stream. 

Near  the  center  of  the  Town-plot  an  open  space  was  left  for  public 
buildings  and  military  parades.  Tliis  was  soon  known  as  the  Green,  or 
Plain.  Here  stood  the  first  meeting-house,  towiird  the  south  side,  with 
the  open  Common  around  it,  and  a  steep  pitch  to  the  river.  Of  its  erec- 
tion there  is  no  record.  It  was  probably  built  as  the  bridges  were,  by  a 
general  tnm-out  of  the  cfTcctive  inhabitants,  laboring  under  the  direction 
of  the  best  workman  among  tliem. 

The  dwellings  of  Mr.  Fitch  and  Major  Mason  were  near  together, 
facing  the  Green,  and  with  the  river  in  their  roar.  The  road  running 
from  the  Green  to  the  river,  and  spanning  the  stream  with  a  bridge,  sepa- 
rated the  two  homesteads.  The  allotment  of  Mr.  Fitch,  consisting  of 
eleven  acres,  was  on  the  soutli-east  side  of  the  Green ;  the  home-lot  of 
Mason,  "eight  acres  more  or  less," — the  early  measurements  were  ex- 
tremely liberal, — was  on  the  south-west  side. 

The  first  wifo  of  Mr.  Fitch  died  at  Saybrook,  in  September,  1G59. 
He  ciiiuc  to  Noiwich  a  widower,  with  six  cliihlrcii ;  two  of  them  sons, 
five  and  eleven  years  of  Ji^c,  who  became  active  business  men,  and  ap- 
pear in  so  short  a  time  taking  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  town  that  it  might 
be  a  pardonable  inaccuracy  were  they  ninked  as  original  planters. 

Three  acres  of  Mr.  Fitch's  home-lot  he  afterward  transferred  to  his 
son,  Capt  James  Fitch. 

On  the  nortii-west  side  of  the  Green,  covering  the  ledgy  side  hill,  was 
the  allotment  of  Stephen  GifTord.  This  was  afterward  bought  by  the 
town  for  parsonage  land.  On  this  hill,  in  the  time  of  Philip's  war,  the 
meeting-house,  the  second  saercd  edifice  of  the  town,  stood. 

At  the  cast  end  of  the  Green  was  the  homestead  of  Simon  Hunting- 
ton. His  lot  was  laid  out  on  both  sides  of  the  street,  with  a  pleasant 
rivulet  running  through  it  and  a  lane  winding  into  the  woods  on  one  side, 
separating  his  land  from  that  of  his  neiglibor,  Bradford.  The  dwelling- 
house  of  the  late  Gen.  Z.  Huntington,  st^inds  on  a  portion  of  the  original 
lot,  whicii  lijvs  never  been  alienated,  but  is  still  in  the  possession  of  de- 
scendants to  whom  it  comes  by  inheritance. 

On  the  river,  south-east  of  Mr.  Fitch,  was  the  lot  of  John '  Olmstead, 
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eight  acres ;  and  next  to  him  that  of  William  Backus,  Senior,  six  acres. 
Mr.  Backus  died  soon  after  the  settlement,  and  lefl  his  accommodations  to 
his  son  Stephen,  in  whoso  name  thej  were  subsequently  registered. 

"  Momoitindo :  the  footeway  six  footo  broad  which  goes  throngli  the  homo  lot  of 
Mr.  Fitch  John  Holmstead  and  Steven  Backus  was  hiid  out  by  Towne  order  and 
agreement  for  the  use  of  the  towne,  in  August  1661." 

This  path,  for  more  than  a  century,  remained  a  pent-way,  with  a  gate 
and  turn-stile  at  each  end,  and  when  at  last,  that  is,  a  little  before  the 
revolutionary  war,  it  was  widened  into  a  road  and  thrown  open  to  the 
public,  it  was  dark  with  shrubbery  and  oyerhanging  trees,  and  known  as 
the  road  through  the  Grove. 

Thomas  Tracy's  home-lot  lay  east  of  Simon  Huntington's,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  street,  which  here  runs  nearly  east  and  west  It  consisted  of 
nine  acres,  measuring  thirty-four  rods  on  the  street.  His  son  Solomon 
afterwards  built  a  second  Tracy  house  on  a  part  of  the  same  lot. 

John  Bradford,  four  acres,  opposite  Tracy,  with  the  street  and  high- 
ways on  all  sides.  ''Mr.  John  Bradford's  comer,"  was  quoted  as  a  land- 
mark. This  was  at  the  east  end  of  his  lot,  where  what  was  then  called 
<Uhe  road  to  Shetucket"  began. 

Christopher  Huntington,  six  acres,  east  of  Thomas  Tracy,  with  the 
brook  between  them.  His  house  was  at  the  comer,  and  the  homestead 
remained  in  the  family  down  to  the  present  generation. 

By  the  detours  of  the  street,  firut  east  and  then  south,  a  large  central 
space  was  lefl  in  the  town  plot  which  included  a  dark  and  dolorous  swamp, 
antecedently  the  haunt  of  wolves  and  venomous  scri)cnts,  from  whence  it 
is  said,  oflen  at  night-fall  low  bowlings  issued  and  phosphorescent  lights 
were  seen,  very  fearful  and  appalling  to  the  early  planters./  In  this 
swamp  Huntington's  and  Bradfoixl's  brook  united  and  flowed  into  the 
Tantic.  These  are  now  insignificant  nils,  confined  in  chnnnels,  or  only 
gleaming  like  silvei^  lines  amid  the  gi*ass ;  but  when  the  country  was  in 
its  natural  state,  they  were  loud-voiced,  swifl-footed  streams. 

South  of  Huntington's  comer  was  a  ravine,  with  a  pitch  of  several  feet, 
through  which,  in  times  of  abundant  rain,  another  gurgling  stream,  formed 
by  rivulets  trickling  down  from  Sentry  Hill,  passed  into  the  dense  alder 
swamp  below. 

South  of  this  ravine  was  the  allotment  of  Thomas  Adgate,  whose  land 
met  that  of  Olmstead  at  the  corner,  completing  the  circle  of  home-lots 
ai*ound  the  central  block. 

Opposite  the  homestead  of  Adgate  a  branch  of  the  town  street  ascended 
Sentry  Hill  and  came  down  again  to  the  main  road  below  the  corner,  in 
the  line  of  the  old  Indian  trail  toward  the  fords  of  the  Yantic. 

Upon  this  side  road  near  where  it  came  into  the  Town  street,  was  the 
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lot  of  Sergt  Thomas  Leffingwell,  twelve  acres,  with  an  additional  pasture 
lot  of  ten  acres,  with  Indian  wig^vams  then  upon  it,  '*  abutting  easterly 
upon  the  rocks/'  The  house  lot  was  eightj-six  rods  in  length  upon  the 
narrow  highway.  The  residence  of  the  late  Judge  Hyde  (originally  a 
LefRngwell  mansion,)  stands  on  this  old  house  lot;  but  the  first  house 
built  upon  it  by  the  ancient  proprietor  is  supposed  to  have  stood  on  the 
opposite  side  of  tlie  road,  founded  upon  a  rock  and  sheltered  by  the  hill. 

Sergt.  LefRngwell  was  peculiarly  the  soldier  and  guardsman  of  the  new 
town,  and  Sentry  Hill  was  the  look-out  post,  commanding  the  customary 
Indian  route  from  Narragansctt  to  Mohegan.  A  sentry  box  was  built  on 
the  summit,  and  in  times  of  danger  and  excitement  a  constant  watch  was 
kept  from  the  height  Here  too,  in  the  war  with  Philip,  a  small  guard- 
house was  built,  sufficient  for  some  ten  or  twelve  soldiers  to  be  housed. 
It  lias  of  late  been  called  Center  Hill,  an  unconscious  change  from  Sen- 
try, that  has  probably  obtained  currency  from  the  supposition  that  the 
name  referred  to  its  position  among  other  elevations  in  this  multitude  of 
hills.  Nor  is  the  name  at  present  inapplicable,  this  being  not  far  from 
the  center  of  the  modern  township,  though  by  no  means  central  in  refer- 
ence to  tlie  original  nine  miles  square. 

North  of  Lcfringwell,  and  stretching  toward  Ox  Hill,  grants  were  laid 
out  to  Richard  Ilendy,  Josiah  Reed,  and  Richard  Wallis,  with  the  com- 
mons for  their  principal  boundaries. 

Next  to  Leflingwcll,  on  the  street  as  it  runs  south,  w^as  the  allotment  of 
Tliomas  Bliss ;  five  acres  and  a  fourth,  with  a  lane  on  the  south  leading  to 
a  watering  place  at  the  river.  This  homestead  is  still  in  the  occupation  of 
his  desccndanL*,  juul  the  house  ib^elf  in  its  frame-work  is  doubtless  the 
original  habitation  built  by  the  fii*st  grantee. 

John  Reynolds,  soutlieast  of  Thomas  Bliss,  six  acres ;  bounded  south 
by  the  highway  to  the  old  landing-place,  i.  c.,  mill-lane.  This  is  another 
homestead  which  has  descended  by  inheritance  to  the  present  generation. 

Here  was  the  eastern  frontier  of  the  town  plot.  A  dense  and  miry 
thicket  lay  between  the  mill-lane  and  the  upland  plain  below. 

Returning  to  tlie  Green  which  divided  the  settlement  into  East  and 
"West  ICnd.-!,  the  proprietors  were  arranged  along  the  street  and  river,  west 
of  Major  Ma>on,  in  the  following  order: 

Thomas  Waterman,  seven  acres. 

Thomas  Bingham,  four  acres ;  a  strip  running  from  the  street  to  the 
river. 

Joiui  Post,  six  acres. 

The  meadow  land  of  Waterman  and  his  neighbor  Post  is  incidentally 

mentione<l  at  an  early  date.     This  meadow,  which  lay  in  the  rear  of  the 

old  Waterman  and  Post  homestead?,  has  recently  become  the  seat  of  a 

large  manufacturing  establishmenL 
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The  Waterman  house  was  nearly  opposite  the  residence  of  the  late  Dr« 
Turner.  The  Post  house  stood  bj  the  side  of  a  noisy  rivulet  that  crossed 
the  street  and  leaped  down  to  the  glen  below.  The  older  portion  of  the 
house  still  standing  on  the  spot,  is  supposed  to  haye  been  a  part  of  the 
original  dwelling  built  by  the  first  John  Post, 
w/^  John  Birchard,  seven  and  one-fourth  acres :  sixteen  rods  and  eleven 
feet  in  front.  Mr.  Birchard's  house  is  supposed  to  be  the  one  still  extant 
at  the  entrance  of  Hammer-brook  lane,  and,  taken  as  a  whole,  is  without 
doubt  the  most  ancient  house  remaining  in  Norwich.  It  has  had  various 
owners  and  occupants,  but  no  lean-tos,  porches,  additions  or  improvements 
of  any  kind  have  changed  its  original  outwai'd  form.  According  to  tradi- 
tioui  it  was  fortified  in  the  time  of  Philip's  war,  and  a  garrison  kept  in  it, 
who  made  port-holes  under  the  roof,  through  which  to  fire  if  they  should 
be  attacked. 

Robert  Wade,  six  acres :  sixteen  rods  front.  This  lot  was  sold  in  1 677 
to  Caleb  Abell,  and  better  known  as  the  Abell  homestead. 

Adjoining  Wade,  but  with  boundaries  and  situation  uncertain,  was  the 
lot  of  Morgan  Bowers.     Probably  his  house  was  in  Hammer-brook  lone. 

Opposite  Post  and  Birchard,  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  street,  wera 
the  allotments  of  William  Hyde  and  his  son  Samuel,  extending  back  into 
the  commons.  The  Hyde  house  stood  a  few  rods  back  from  the  town 
street,  upon  the  ^*  highway  into  the  wood;*,"  as  the  lane  was  then  called, 
near  the  present  residence  of  Henry  B.  Tracy.  The  father  and  son  prob* 
ably  formed  but  one  fiunily.  Tlie  Mansfield  house,  built  by  one  of  the 
later  Hydes,  on  a  part  of  the  old  home-lot,  has  descended  to  tlie  present 
owner  by  inheritance  on  the  maternal  side  from  the  Hydes,  and  has  never 
been  conveyed  out  of  the  family. 

Next  west  of  Robert  Wade,  on  the  river  side  of  the  street,  was  the 
home-lot  of  Jolm  Gager,  eleven  and  a  half  acres ;  part  of  it  a  dense 
swamp,  and  Hammer  brook  running  through  it. 

Thomas  Post,  adjoining  Gager,  on  the  upland,  six  acres;  ^'a  burying- 
place  excepted  that  lyeth  within  his  lot,  and  also  u  way  to  it." 

On  the  other  side  of  the  street  were  the  locations  of  Nehemiah  Smith 
[fifteen  acres]  and  Thomas  Howard,  with  Hammer  brook  running  between 
them. 

Beyond  Thomas  Post  on  the  northwest,  witli  lots  reaching  from  the 
town  street  to  the  river,  were  tlie  following  proprietors  in  regular  suc- 
cession : 

Richard  Edgerton,  six  acres;    William  Backus,  six;    lliigU  Calkins, 
six ;  John   Calkins,  four  and  three-fourths ;    Francis    Griswold,  seven ; 
^    Kobert  Allyn,  five ;  Jonathan  Royce,  six ;  John  Baldwin,  5  ;  Jo\iu  Tracy, 
twelve ;  John  Pease,  seven,  with  the  river  on  the  nortlws^'sV,  vfeal  and 
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This  was  at  the  western  limit  of  the  town-plot,  where  the  river  bj  a 
sudden  turn  to  the  southwest  crossed  the  street  at  right  angles. 

These  thirty-eight  lots  were  the  first  laid  out,  and  though  not  all  in 
1659,  and  some  perhaps  not  till  several  years  later,  those  who  lield  tliem, 
whether  immediate  possessors  or  not,  were  commonly  reckoned  original 
proprietors. 

As  heretofore  intimated,  several  of  these  'Brst  home-lots,  or  parts  of 
them — ^those  of  William  Hyde,  Simon  Huntington,  Thomas  LeiHngwell, 
Thomas  Bliss,  and  John  Reynolds — shorn  indeed  of  tlieir  original  dimen- 
sions and  of  their  first-built  dwellings,  but  each  a  portion  of  the  original 
grant  of  November,  1659,  and  with  a  representative  house  upon  it,  the 
most  recent  of  which  dates  backward  more  than  a  century,  remain  in  the 
possession  and  occupancy  of  descendants,  having  never  been  alienated, 
sold,  or  purchased,  but  descending  by  inheritance  to  the  present  day.  In 
a  country  where  the  tenure  is  allodial  and  there  are  no  rights  of  primo- 
geniture or  laws  of  entailment,  instances  of  two  hundred  years  of  family 
ownership  are  not  very  common.  Similar  examples  are  to  be  found 
among  the  farms  within  the  Nine-miles-square,  but  the  home-lots  above 
named  are  supposed  to  be  all  that  claim  the  distinction  within  the  present 
bounds  of  Norwich. 

After  the  first  thirtjr-eight  proprietors,  the  next  inhabitants  who  come  in 
as  grantees  of  the  town,  are  John  Elderkin  and  Samuel  Lothrop.  Elder- 
kin  had  two  home-lots  granted  him  in  remuneration  of  services.  The  first 
grant  of  1 667  was  laid  out  in  the  town  plot,  but  being  at  too  gi*cat  a  dis- 
tance fi*om  his  business,  it  was  conveyed,  with  consent  of  the  (uwu.smcu, 
to  Samuel  Lothrop,  24th  August,  1GG8.  Another  was  given  him  at  the 
old  landing-place  below  the  Falls,  where,  according  to  contract,  he  built  a 
grist-mill  for  the  convenience  of  the  town. 

The  Lothrop  house-lot  comprised  six  acres,  and  had  a  street,  highway, 
or  lane  on  every  side  uf  it.  Probably  it  lay  on  the  side-hill  o|>|K>sito 
Adgate's.  The  early  inleruiarriuges  in  the  faniiltes  of  i^othrop,  LcHing- 
well,  Adgate,  and  Bushnell,  leading  them  to  divide  house-lots  and  settle  in 
contiguous  liomes,  make  it  diihcult  to  determine  the  precise  situation  of 
each  original  grant.  We  can  be  confident  only  that  those  families  had 
their  fi i*st  dwellings  near  together  at  tlie  cast  end  of  the  town  plot. 

The  first  Samuel  Lothrop  appears  to  have  erected  a  house  on  the  town 
street  before  1 670.  The  house  built  by  Dr.  Daniel  Lathrop*  about  the 
year  1745,  probably  stands  on  the  same  site. 

Samuel  Lothrop,  Jr.,  in  1679,  had  a  piece  of  land  given  him  by  the 
town,  to  build  upon,  "near  his  father's  home-lot,"  upon  which  he  is  sup- 
posed to  have  built  the  house  that  subsequently  belonged  to'  Col.  Simon 
Lathrop,  and  still  later  to  Uutus  Lathrop  Huntington.     A  notetl  pine-tree, 

*  Now  Mrs.  Gilman's. 
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originally  of  great  size  and  height,  stood  near  and  pointed  out  the  site  even 
afler  the  house  was  demolished.  But  within  a  few  years,  this  interesting 
landmark,  the  old  Lathrop  pine,  reminding  us  of  the  stout  Louisburg 
Colonel,  has  disappeared. 

Tlie  next  householders  afler  these  were  the  older  sons  of  proprietors,  of 
whom  the  most  distinguished  were  John  and  Daniel  Mason,  sons  of  the 
Major,  Capt.  James  Fitch,  and  Ricliard  and  Joseph  Bushnell,  sons  of  Mrs. 
Adgate.  These  are  all  ranked  as  first-comers,  taking  part  in  the  affairs 
of  the  first  generation. 

Richard  BushneU's  residence  stood  conspicuously  upon  the  side-hill, 
where  is  now  the  mansion  of  Daniel  W.  Coit,  Esq.  Courts  of  larger  or 
lesser  significance  and  meetings  of  various  kinds  were  held  there.  One 
of  the  Courts  of  Commission  appointed  by  royal  authority  to  settle  the 
^lolu'^an  controversy,  is  said  to  have  held  its  sessions  in  the  great  square 
room  of  the  Bushnell  house. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  grants  and  proprietary  records  shows  that 
in  1672  land  had  been  recorded  to  only  seveuty-seven  persons  within  the 
town  limits. 

In  April,  1661,  the  first  division  land  was  laid  out,  (this  included  the 
Little  Plain)  ;  in  1663,  the  second  division  land,  which  lay  towards  Leb- 
anon ;  and  in  1668,  the  third,  upon  Quinebaug  river.  Afler  a  few  years, 
almost  every  citizen  owned  land  in  eight  or  ten  different  parcels.  For  the 
first  eighty  or  one  hundred  years,  very  few  of  the  homesteads  seem  to 
have  been  alienated.  They  passed  from  one  occupant  to  another,  by  quiet 
inheritance,  and  in  many  cases  were  split  into  two  or  three  portions,  among 
the  sons,  wlio  settled  down  by  the  side  of  their  fathers. 

The  impression  made  by  the  scenery  upon  the  minds  of  the  planters,  at 
their  first  arrival,  must  have  been  on  the  whole  of  a  hopeful  though  solemn 
character.  The  frowning  ledges  of  rock,  with  which  the  place  so  pecul- 
iarly abounds,  and  the  immense  preponderance  of  forest,  chastened  the 
landscape  almost  into  gloom.  Many  of  the  rocky  heights  were  rendered 
impervious  with  stunted  cedar,  spruce,  hemlock,  juniper,  savin,  and  the 
whole  family  of  evergreen  trees.  The  uplands  and  declivities  were  cov- 
orc(l  with  grovos  of  oak,  walnut,  chestnut  and  maple,  and  having  been 
j>artially  cleared  of  underwood,  were  designated  as  Indian  hunting  grounds. 
The  lowlands  were  dense  with  alder,  willow,  hazlenut,  and  other  shrubs ; 
and  the  plains,  now  so  smooth  and  grassy,  were  rough  with  bogs  and 
stumps,  mullein,  thistle,  and  various  unsightly  weeds.  The  inequalities  of 
the  ground  were  much  greater  than  at  presenL  Running  waters  now 
ficiintily  trickling  down  the  rocks,  or  murmuring  over  a  few  small  stones, 
were  then  rushing  torrents,  and  the  little  brooks  that  creep  under  the 
streets  in  concealed  channels,  were  broad  streams,  to  be  forded  with  care, 
or  avoided  by  tedious  circuits.     Flowering  plants  and  shrubs  were  com- 
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paratiYelj  abundant,  and  the  settlers  must  have  been  regaled  with  a  suc- 
cession of  scents  and  blossoms,  from  the  arbutus,  the  shad-flower,  the  dog- 
wood, the  early  honeysuckle,  and  the  laurel,  which,  at  the  |time  of  their 
removal,  were  in  bloom.  Birds  and  animals  of  almost  every  species 
belonging  to  the  climate,  were  numerous  to  an  uncommon  degree.  The 
evening  air  oflen  brought  with  it  from  the  dingles  and  swamps  of  the 
neighborhood,  low  bowlings  or  melancholy  whines,  mingled  with  the  hoots 
and  plaints  of  owl  and  screech-owl,  or  the  less  demonstrative  but  more 
nerve-trying  hiss  and  rattle  of  the  venomous  serpent  tribes. 

To  complete  the  view,  it  may  be  added,  that  the  streams  swarmed  with 
fish  and  wild  fowl ;  in  the  brooks  and  meadows  were  found  the  beaver  and 
the  otter ;  and  through  the  whole  scene  stalked  at  intervals  the  Indian  and 
the  deer. 

On  this  spot  the  hardy  race  of  Puritans  sat  down  with  a  determination 
to  make  the  wilderness  smile  around  them,  to  build  up  the  institutions  of 
religion  and  education,  and  to  leave  their  children  members  of  a  secure 
and  cultivated  community.  They  were  a  fearless  and  resolute  people, 
most  of  them  being  men  of  tried  fortitude  and  experience,  upright  and 
devout,  industrious  and  enterprising.  Though  assembled  from  many  dif- 
ferent places,  they  were  bound  together  by  a  common  faith,  a  common 
interest,  and  a  common  danger.  They  were  an  associated  body,  both  in 
their  civil  and  ecclesiastical  capacity,  and  only  a  few  weeks  were  necessary 
to  give  them  the  form  and  stability  of  a  well-ordered  society. 

There  was  a  peculiarity  in  tlie  foundation  of  Norwich,  that  distinguishes 
it  from  most  other  settlements  in  this  part  of  the  country.  It  did  not  begin 
in  a  random,  fragmentary  way,  receiving  accessions  from  this  quarter  and 
that,  till  it  gradually  grew  into  a  compact  form  and  stable  condition ;  but 
came  upon  the  ground,  a  town  and  a  church.  The  inhabitants  were  not  a 
body  of  adventurers,  fortuitously  thrown  together,  but  an  association,  car- 
rying their  laws,  as  well  as  their  liberties,  with  them ;  each  member  bound 
to  consult  the  general  good,  as  well  as  his  own  individual  advantage. 
Steady  habits,  patient  endurance,  manly  toil,  and  serene  intelligence,  set- 
tled with  them,  inspiring  and  elRctent  though  quiet  housemates.  In  the 
early  days  of  the  township,  the  inhabitants  labored  hard,  but  every  man 
helped  his  neighbor.  Trespasses  were  rare ;  a  grand  decorum  of  manners 
prevailed;  sympathy,  kindly  counsel  and  friendly  assistance  softened  the 
rigors  of  the  wilderness,  and  the  hearts  of  all  were  strengthened  with  the 
constant  cheer  of  gospel  promises.  All  the  enactments  and  proceedings 
of  these  fathers  of  the  town,  all  that  we  can  gather  concerning  them  from 
records  or  tradition,  exhibits  a  well -organized  community, — a  people,  bold, 
earnest,  thoughtful,  with  the  ring  of  the  true  metal  in  their  tmnsactions. 

The  whole  course  of  history  furnishes  no  fairer  model  of  a  Christian 
settlement 


CHAPTER  V. 
Namb  of  tub  Towm.    First  Thimos  amd  Earlt  Customs. 

TnR  name,  Norwich,  was  probablj  selected  for  the  new  township  before 
the  actual  settlement,  but  it  did  not  come  immediately  into  familiar  use. 
For  the  first  two  or  three  years  it  was  generally  known  as  the  new  town- 
ship of  Mohcgan.  Tlie  earliest  notice  of  the  English  name  upon  the  rec- 
ords of  the  General  Court  is  in  March,  1660-1,  where  'Hhe  Constable  at 
Seabrook  "  is  required  to  levy  a  certain  sum  "  upon  ye  estates  of  such  at 
Norridge  as  are  defective  in  their  rates."* 

The  settlement  appears  to  have  been  accepted  and  enrolled  as  a  legal 
township,  under  tlie  government  of  Connecticut,  in  May,  1662.  The  act 
is  omitted  in  the  records  of  the  General  Court,  but  during  the  session  of 
October  preceding,  the  following  order  was  issued*: 

"  This  Court  orders  ye  Secretary  to  write  a  letter  to  Norridge,  to  send  vp  a  Comit- 
tco  in  Mfty  next  invested  with  full  [power]  to  issue  ye  affair  respecting  settling  that 
Plantation  Tnder  this  Govermcnt."t 

The  name  was  undoubtedly  bestowed  in  honorable  remembrance  of 
Norwich  in  England ;  but  why  ?  Was  it  suggested  by  resemblance  of 
situation,  or  was  there  anything  about  the  old  English  city  so  becoming 
and  acceptable  to  the  minds  of  these  dwellers  in  the  wilderness,  tliat  they 
wished  their  settlement  to  become  a  New-Norwich  ?  The  most  natural 
supposition  is,  that  the  prominent  persons  engaged  in  tlie  new  plantation 
came  from  old  Norwich,  and  wished  to  perpetuate  the  familiar  name  by 
giving  it  to  their  American  home.  But  as  yet,  no  such  connection  has 
been  traced  between  the  ancient  city  and  the  new  settlement,  except 
through  the  brothers  Huntington,  and  even  with  them  the  link  is  uncer- 

•  Conn.  Col.  Rec,  I,  362. 

t  Ihid.,  1,  374.  In  early  records  it  is  often  called  New-Norwich.  In  a  journal  kept 
by  ThoiniM  Miner  of  Slonington,  find  prescrTcd  by  his  descendants  in  MS.,  there  are, 
from  16G2  to  IfiTG,  fifteen  ruforenccs  to  Norwich,  but  they  are  chiefly  bare  memoran- 
dums of  groing  thither,  with  nothing  suggestive  a)K)ut  them  but  tlie  variations  in  spell* 
ing  the  nnmo.  In  three  places  it  is  correct;  the  other  changes  are  Norwitch,  Nor- 
which,  Norwigc,  Norwig,  Norigo. 
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tain  or  slight  Major  Mason  was  the  controlling  spirit  of  the  party,  and 
without  doubt  the  name  was  either  suggested  in  the  first  place  by  him,  or 
sanctioned  by  his  special  favor.  If  Norwich,  the  capital  of  Norfolk  Co., 
England,  had  been  the  place  of  his  nativity,  it  would  be  easy  to  account 
for  the  planting  of  the  name  in  tills  new  soiL  But  it  is  not  known  where 
M^jor  Mason  was  born. 

The  original  meaning  of  the  word  Norwich,  renders  its  application  to 
the  new  township  strikingly  appropriate.  It  is  derived  from  North-wic,  a 
Saxon  name,  signifying  Nvrth-Ckuile,  and  the  formidable  piles  of  rocks 
found  here,  some  of  them  crowned  with  the  stone  forts  of  the  Indians,  are 
forcibly  suggestive  of  walls,  towers  and  battlements. 

MilL  In  settling  a  plantation,  one  of  the  first  necessities  to  be  pro- 
vided for  was  the  grinding  of  com.  Maize  was  the  common  grain,  and  a 
mill  was  indispensable. 

The  earliest  town  act  of  which  any  record  has  been  recovered,  bears 
the  date  of  Dec  11,  1660.  It  is  the  renewal  of  a  contract  stated  to  have 
been  made  at  Saybrook,  Feb.  26,  1655,*  [probably  should  be  1659-60,]  . 
between  John  Elderkin  on  the  one  hand,  and  ''the  town  of  Moheagan  '  on 
the  other,  to  erect  a  corn-mill,  either  by  the  home-lot  of  John  Pease,  [at 
Yantic,  western  extremity  of  the  town-plot,]  or  at  No-man's  Acre,  to  be 
completed  before  Nov.  1, 1661,  under  penalty  of  forfeiting  $20.  The  toll 
allowed  was  to  be  -j^,  and  a  tract  of  land  was  pledged  as  a  compensation 
for  the  erection  of  the  mill. 

Elderkin's  mill,  erected  first  at  No-man's  Acre,  was  soon  removed  to  a 
situation  below  the  Falls,  and  new  gi*ants  and  privileges  were  bestowed 
upon  the  proprietor,  that  it  might  be  well  sustained.  Here  for  a  long 
course  of  years  stood  the  mill  and  the  miller's  house.  This  had  formerly 
been  a  noted  landing-place  of  the  Indians.  A  fine  spring  of  pure  water 
gushed  copiously  from  the  side-hill  near  by,  which  wiis  litcniUy  a  perpet- 
ual fountain  of  sweet  waters,  with  no  record  or  tradition  of  its  having 
failed  but  once,  and  that  was  in  the  great  drought  of  167G. 

The  Mill  Falls,  Elderkin's  Mill,  *'  the  valley  near  the  mill  in  which  the 
Spring  is,"  "the  deep  valley  that  goeth  down  to  goodnuui  Elderkin's 
house,"  and  'Hhe  island  before  his  house   at  the  Mill  Falls,"  are  all 

*  This  date,  1655,  is  a  mistalce  of  the  recorder.  In  1701,  a  controversy  liaving 
arisen  between  the  Town  and  the  seeond  John  Elderlcin  respecting  the  mill,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  review  what  was  called  tlie  old  Covenant  with  Elderkin,  and 
give  a  clear  statement  of  the  case.  In  their  report  they  affirm  that  Elderkin  was  ohli- 
gated  to  maintain  a  mill  for  the  use  of  the  town,  or  forfeit  the  lands  and  privileges 
appertaining  to  the  mill.  To  the  record  of  this  report  a  notice  is  appended,  that  the 
old  agreement  with  Elderkin,  "bearing  date  1655,  the  town  do  now  declare  to  bo  an 
error  in  the  date."  The  true  date  is  not  given,  but  probably  it  was  during  the  winter 
of  1659-60. 
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referred  to  in  the  early  records,  with  circumstances  indicating  that  thej 
were  locally  grouped  together. 

Forty  acres  on  the  south  side  of  the  Little  Plain  side-hills,  upon  the 
cove,  were  given  to  the  mill,  ^  to  lye  to  it  with  the  Landing  Place,  for  the 
use  of  the  town,"  and  to  be  improved  by  John  Elderkin,  the  miller. 

This  grant  covered  the  Indian  burying-place,  and  was  coupled  with  a 
reservation  that  the  Indians  should  have  free  access  to  the  spot,  and  the 
right  of  sepulture — privileges  which  it  may  be  inferred  from  this  stipula- 
tion the  town  had  promised  to  Uncas.  The  grant  extended  over  the 
greater  part  of  what  is  now  Washington  street  It  was  afterwards  pur- 
cluised  by  Col.  Simon  Lathrop. 

First  Births.  Eh'zabcth  Hyde,  bom  in  August,  1G60,*  was  the  first- 
born child  of  the  plantation.  The  parents,  Samuel  Hyde  and  Jane  Lee, 
liad  been  married  the  preceding  year  at  Saybrook.  The  house  where 
tliis  first  daughter  of  Norwich  opened  her  eyes  upon  the  world,  stood  on  a 
declivity  sloping  to  the  town  street,  with  higher  land  in  the  back-ground, 
bristh'ng  with  massive  rocks  and  heavily  shadowed  with  chestnut  and  oak. 
This  homestead  remained  in  the  Hyde  family  for  five  generations,  the  last 
occupant  of  the  name  being  Elisha  Hyde,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  the  city.f 

The  second  ofi^pring  of  the  plantation  was  also  a  female — ^Anne,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Bliss,  born  in  September,  16G0. 

Elizabeth  Hyde  married  Richard  Lord  of  Saybrook. 

Anne  Bliss  married  Josiah  Rockwell. 

The  first-born  male  child  wasi,  Christopher,  son  of  Christopher  and  Ruth 
Huntington,  Nov.  1.  There  is  no  record  of  any  other  births  during  the 
year  1C60. 

The  following  occurred  during  the  first  Cwc  years  of  the  settlement. 
They  were  not  registered  at  the  time,  but  are  gathered  from  subsequent 
records.  This  list  may  not  comprise  the  whole  number  of  births  during 
that  period,  but  no  others  have  been  traced. 

1661.  Snrah,  dr.  of  John  Blrchard ;  Deborah,  dr.  of  Francis  Griswold ;  both  bom  in 

May.     Sarah  Birchard  died  young.    Deborah  Griswold  married  Jonathan 

Crane. 
John,  son  of  John  Cnlkins,  bom  in  July. 
Abigail,  dr.  of  Thomas  Adgate,  in  August. 
Joseph,  son  of  Simon  Huntington,  in  September. 

1662.  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Jonathan  Royce,  in  January. 
John,  son  of  William  Backus,  Feb.  9. 
John,  son  of  Richard  Edgerton,  June  12. 


♦  In  the  town  registry  of  these  ancient  births,  the  day  of  the  month  is  seldom  given. 
Mr.  Birchard,  the  first  clerk,  was  very  remiss  in  this  respect. 

t  The  present  rcsidonco  of  H.  B.  Tracy,  Esq. 
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Thomu,  ton  of  John  Baldwin ;  no  record  of  his  birth  foand,  but  hb  age  thowi 
that  he  was  bom  this  year.* 

1 663.  Rebecca,  dr.  of  Thomas  Bliss,  in  March. 

Lydia,  dr.  of  John  Qagor,  in  August.    She  married  8imou  Huntington,  who 

was  bom  at  Saybrook  in  1659. 
Samuel,  son  of  John  Calliins,  in  October. 
John,  son  of  Jonathan  Koyce,  in  November. 

1664.  Sarah,  dr.  of  Thomas  Adgate,  in  January. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Simon  Himiington,  in  Febmary,  and  died  in  infancy. 
.^i^Mary,  dr.  of  John  Beyoolds,  in  April.    She  married  John  Bdgorton,  above 
named,  (bom  1662.) 
Abigail,  dr.  of  John  Post,  Nov.  6. 
Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Post,  in  December. 

1665.  Thomas,  son  of  Christopher  Huntington,  March  18. 

,  Samuel,  son  of  William  Backus,  May  2 ;  died  young. 
James,  son  of  John  Birchard,  July  16. 
Daniel,  son  of  Bev.  James  Fitch,  in  August. 
Samuel,  son  of  Francis  Griswold,  in  September. 
Sarah,  dr.  of  Jonathan  Boyce,  in  October. 

Deaths,  The  earliest  death  on  record  is  that  of  Sarah,  wife  of  Thomas 
Post,  who  died  in  March,  1661,  and  was  buried  in  a  comer  of  her  hus- 
band's home-lot,  ^  adjoining  Goodman  Cadger's  lot." 

The  elder  William  Backus  was  probably  the  second  person,  at  least  the 
second  of  mature  age,  summoned  from  the  plantation.  His  will  is  dated 
June  12,  1661,  and  though  the  time  of  his  death  is  not  known,  it  may  be 
inferred  that  he  died  shortly  afterward.  The  arrangements  of  the  will 
show  that  the  testator  considered  himself  near  death.  The  homestead 
which  he  lefl  to  Stephen  is  recorded  t«  the  latter  with  the  date  1661. 
Moreover,  the  testator  nowhere  appears  after  that  period,  and  his  son, 
William  Backus,  is  mentioned  in  1662  without  the  distinction  of  junior. 

Marriages.  Of  the  first  marriage  in  the  plantation  no  special  informa- 
tion has  come  down  to  us,  either  by  record  or  tradition.  Most  of  the 
proprietors  were  men  of  mature  years,  with  considerable  families,  and 
among  the  younger  class  seveml  marriages  had  taken  place  at  Saybrook 
within  two  or  three  years  previous,  in  anticipation  of  the  settlement. 
Thomas  Post  was  married  to  his  second  wife,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Oba- 
diah  Bruen,  Sept  2,  1663,  but  the  rite  was  undoubtedly  performed  at 
her  father's  house  in  New  Jjondon.  We  may  therefore  conclude  that  the 
first  nuptial  ceremony  within  the  bounds  of  the  new  plantation,  wt\s  that 
in  which  its  widowed  minister,  the  Rev.  James  Fitch,  was  united  to  Pris- 
cilla  Mason.  This  was  in  October,  1664,  and  as  the  marriage  service  was 
then  commonly  performed  by  a  magistrate,  we  may  suppose  that  Major 
Mason  himself  officiated  upon  the  occasion. 

*  Uo  died  Sept.  16,  1741,  iu  the  80th  year  of  his  age. 
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Miscellaneous  Details.  The  early  houses  of  our  country  covered  a 
large  area,  but  they  were  seldom  thoroughly  finished,  and  the  upper 
rooms  of  course  were  cold  and  comfortless.  A  snug,  well-finished  housci 
adapted  to  the  family  and  circumstances  of  the  owner,  is  an  improvement 
of  modern  times.  These  old  houses  were  generally  square,  heavy  build- 
ings, with  stone  chimneys  that  occupied  a  large  space  in  the  center.  The 
posts  and  raflers  were  of  great  size  and  solidity,  and  in  the  rooms  heavy 
beara«4  stood  out  from  the  ceiling  overhead,  and  projected  like  a  low,  nar- 
row bench  around  the  sides.  The  floors  were  made  of  stout  plank,  with 
a  trap-door  leading  to  the  cellar.  A  line  of  shelves  in  the  kitchen,  called 
the  dresser^  oHeii  displaying  a  superb  row  of  burnished  pewter«  performed 
tlie  ofltce  of  side-table  and  closet  The  best  apartment  was  used  for  a 
Blecping-room,  and  even  the  kitchen  was  oflen  furnished  with  a  bed.  The 
ceiling!^  were  low,  and  the  fire-place,  running  deep  into  Uie  chimney,  gaped 
like  an  open  cavern.  But  wlicn  the  heaped-up  logs  presented  a  front  of 
glowing  coals  and  upward-rushing  fiamc,  while  storms  were  raging  with- 
out, or  the  heavy  snow  obliterated  the  landscape,  such  a  fountain  of 
warmth  not  only  quickened  the  blood,  but  cheered  the  heart,  inspired 
gratitude,  and  promote<l  social  festivity.  Such  scenes  have  made  the  fire- 
side an  expressive  type  of  domestic  happiness.  There  is  certainly  a  charm 
in  the  very  phrase,  old-fashioned  comforts. 

Yet  these  large  fire-places  were  not  without  their  disadvantages.  They 
required  a  constant  current  of  air  from  without  to  force  the  smoke  up  the 
chimney,  and  this  kept  the  room  cold.  They  were  often  made  eight  feet 
wide,  and  two  or  three  feet  deep.  Wood  wfvs  cut  four  feet  in  length,  and 
the  rolling  in  of  a  log  was  a  pondei'ous  operation  that  made  all  the  timbers 
creak  and  cinishcd  the  bed  of  burning  coals  upon  the  hearth  into  cinders. 
Even  if  woo<l  were  as  abundant  as  formerly,  we  should  still  be  compelled 
to  acknowledge  that  the  reduction  of  fire-places  and  the  introduction  of 
other  modes  of  warming  rooms,  are  great  improvements  of  modern  house- 
keeping, promoting  at  once  comfort,  economy,  and  symmetry. 

Norwich,  in  its  beginning,  was  a  step  in  advance  of  most  settlements. 
The  people  had  built  their  first  habitations  at  Saybrook,  or  elsewhere,  and 
on  this  chosen  spot,  at  the  outset,  laid  firm  their  foundations  and  furnished 
tlienisclves  with  respectable  homes.  No  record  or  tradition  favors  the 
notion  that  huts  or  log-houses  preceded  the  spacious  and  comfortable 
houses  of  the  first  proprietors.  The  builders  must  have  had  some  tempo- 
rary shelter,  of  booth  or  wigwam,  but  it  is  probable  that  in  most  instances 
families  were  not  removed  until  the  houses  were  at  least  framed. 

Towns  wore  not  built  in  those  days  like  a  factory- village,  all  at  once 
and  after  one  model.  At  Norwich,  especially,  if  considered  in  its  whole 
extent,  great  diversity  in  the  form  and  position  of  the  buildings  was  dis- 
played.    Here  a  house  stood  directly  on  the  town  street;  another  was 
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placed  at  the  end  of  a  lane ;  a  third,  in  a  meadow  hj  a  gurgling  brook  ; 
and  others  were  scattered  over  side-hills,  or  sheltered  under  jutting  ledges 
of  rock.  Some  were  only  of  one  storj,  with  two  rooms ;  but  the  better 
sort  presented  a  wide,  imposing  front  of  two  stories,  ending  in  a  very  low 
story  in  the  rear.  Two  large  rooms,  oAen  twenty  feet  square,  viz.,  u  ^^recU 
room,  as  it  was  called,  but  meaning  a  bat  or  company  room,  and  a  kitchen^ 
with  a  bed-room,  and  a  capacious  milk  and  cheese  pantry,  usually  covered 
the  ground-floor.  The  windows  were  small  and  few,  most  of  them  fui> 
nished  with  panes  of  diamond  glass,  cased  in  lead.*  Tlie  rooms  were 
supplied  with  chimney-closets,  both  over  the  fire-places  and  by  (heir  sides. 
In  the  chambers,  and  sometimes  even  in  the  garret,  large  closets  might  bo 
seen  diving  here  and  there  into  the  chimney,  or  occupying  the  space  be- 
tween the  chimneys.  Occasionally  one  has  been  found  having  a  winding 
course  ai*ound  the  chimney,  or  a  turn  in  it  like  a  corner ;  others  have  had 
the  door  inconspicuous,  suggesting  the  idea  that  they  were  made  for  places 
of  concealment  As  the  houses  decayed,  these  closets  became  receptacles 
for  rubbish  and  vermin.  Often  in  later  times,  the  wrecks  of  discainled 
furniture,  old  snow-shoes  and  wooden-clods,  moth-eaten  buff-caps,  broken 
utensils,  and  sometimes  books  and  pamphlets,  or  written  papers,  discolored, 
tattered,  nibbled,  till  they  were  worthless,  have  been  dragged  from  these 
dusty  reservoirs. 

Among  articles  of  furniture  distinctively  belonging  to  old  times,  we  may 
notice  the  high  chest  of  drawers,  reaching  nearly  from  floor  to  ceiling,  and 
its  multitude  of  drawers  graded  in  size  from  a  button-box  almost  to  a 
trunk. 

Whether  any  of  the  first  settlers  owned  a  dock  or  watch,  is  unknown. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Fitch  or  Major  Mason  had  this  convenience;  but  in  general, 
the  only  time-pieces  must  have  been  the  universid  noon-mark  in  the 
window,  and  the  dial  in  the  ganlen, — ^both  useless  when  the  sun  was 
ob8CUi*ed.  After  a  time,  as  wealth  increased,  the  great  houHc-clock,  with 
its  radiant,  moon-like  face,  made  its  appearance  in  a  few  houses.  1n.tlio 
kitchen,  the  high  wooden  settle  was  never  absent, — now  used  as  a  screen, 
and  now  receding  to  the  wall,  to  give  full  exhibition  to  that  grand  recept- 
acle of  cheering  coals  and  flame,  the  wide-mouthcd-fire-place. 

The  kitchen  was  the  principal  sitting-room  of  the  family.  Blocks  in 
the  chimney-comers  were  used  for  children's  seats ;  the  settle  kept  off  the 
air  from  the  door ;  a  tin  candlestick,  with  a  long  back,  was  suspended  on 
a  nail  over  the  matel,  and  the  walls  were  adorned  with  crook-necks, 
flitches  of  bacon  and  venison,  raccoon  and  fox  skins,  and  immense  lobster 
claws.  Afterwards,  as  fears  of  the  Indians  died  away,  and  weapons  of 
warfare  were  less  used,  occasionally  a  musket  or  an  espontoon  might  bo 

i 
*  As  lato  as  the  year  IBIO^  windows  of  this  kind  wore  remaining  in  the  old  Post 

hoDse. 
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seen  suspended  transrerse  from  beam  to  beam,  and  bearing  as  trophies, 
reserved  for  winter  use,  strings  of  dried  apples,  chains  of  sausages,  and 
bunches  of  red  peppers.  A  small  open  recess  for  books  was  usually  seen 
on  one  side  of  the  fire-place,  a  little  below  the  ceiling,  where  even  the 
cleanest  volumes  soon  acquired  a  dingy  hue.  Venerated  were  these 
books,  for  thej  came  from  the  fatherland,  and  were  mostly  of  that  blessed 
Puritan  stamp  whose  truths  had  inspired  the  owners  with  courage  to  leave 
the  scenes  of  their  nativity,  to  find  a  home  in  this  distant  and  savage  land. 
This  little  recess,  displaying  its  few  books,  often  appears  in  the  back- 
ground of  ancient  portraits ;  for  example,  in  that  of  Col.  Dyer,  of  Wind- 
ham, formerly  among  the  pictures  in  the  Wyllis  mansion  at  Hartford. 

In  these  houses  the  Family  Bible  was  never  wanting.  It  occupied  a 
conspicuous  station  upon  tlie  desk  or  best  table,  and  though  much  used, 
was  well  preserved.  It  came  from  homCy  for  so  the  colonists  loved  to  call 
the  mother  country ;  it  had  voyaged  with  them  over  the  billowy  waters, 
and  was  revered  as  the  gift  of  Heaven.  One  of  these  blessed  volumes, 
long  preserved  as  a  precious  relic  in  the  Lathrop  family,  and  now  depos- 
ited in  the  archives  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  merits  a  particular 
notice.  It  is  in  the  old  English  text,  and  of  that  edition  usually  called 
Pnrkcr*s,  or  the  Bic^Iiop's  Bible.  It  was  preserved  in  the  family  of  Mr. 
Axnriiili  Lnthrop,  gnmdson  of  the  second  Samuel  Lathrop  of  Norwich, 
with  the  tnulition  that  it  was  brought  from  England  by  an  ancestor,  who, 
reading  one  night  in  his  berth,  fell  asleep  over  the  book,  when  a  spark 
escaped  from  his  lamp,  and  falling  upon  the  leaf,  ate  its  way  slowly 
tlirough  a  largo  number  of  pages,  committing  sad  havoc  in  the  sacred 
text,  Tlie  owner  afterwards  with  grexit  neatness  and  patience  repaired 
the  ravage  with  his  pen,  restoring  the  text  to  each  of  the  inspired  leaves, 
as  may  be  seen  by  inspecting  the  venerable  relic. 

The  Uev.  Jolin  Lalhrop  of  Barnstable,  Mass.,  a  devout  lover  of  the 
Sacred  Book,  was  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  Lathrop  family :  to  him, 
thcreforcs  the  above  incident  may  with  some  probability  be  referred.  But 
the  volume  is  found  among  the  descendants  of  his  son  Samuel,  the  ances- 
tor of  the  Norwich  Lathrops,  and  the  latter,  though  only  a  lad  at  the  time 
of  hi<  (!niij»ration,  may  nevertheless  have  been  the  sleeping  student  who 
came  so  uvwr  to  the  losing  of  his  treasure.  All  that  can  be  asserted  on 
this  Rulijeet  is,  that  the  repaired  Bible,  with  tliis  interesting  tradition  con- 
nected with  it,  comes  down  to  the  present  generation  in  the  line  of  Mr. 
Azariali  Lathrop. 

There  is  no  account  that  the  planters  ever  experienced  any  scarcity  of 
food,  or  wvvQ  ever  deprived  at  any  time  of  the  real  comforts  of  life.     On 
the  contrary,  they  seem  to  have  had  abundant  harvests,  and  to  have  been, 
generous  livers.     Though  their  modes  of  cooking  were  more  simple  thaa 
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those  now  in  vogue,  the  variety  of  sostenanoe  was  nearly  as  great  To 
obviate  the  necessity  of  going  often  to  mill,  pounded  maize,  called  by  the 
Indians  $afnpf  or  nasaiunpf  which  resembles  hominy^  was  much  used. 
Hasty-pudding  was  a  common  dish,  the  usual  supper  of  children.  Out  of 
New  England  this  article  was  called  muik  and  suppavm.  The  coarse 
meal  of  those  days  required  at  least  an  hour's  cooking  to  make  the  pud- 
ding good ;  the  name  hasty  is  therefore  entirely  inappropriate,  the  special 
pleading  of  Barlow  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding : 

"  In  haste  the  boiling  caaldron,  o'er  the  blase, 
Receives  and  cooks  the  ready-powdered  maize." 

A  true  hasty-pudding,  that  is,  one  which  can  be  pro))crly  made  in  a 
short  time  to  meet  a  sudden  emergency,  requires  a  different  grain  from 
maize.  The  minute-pudding,  so  called,  made  of  rye  or  buckwheat,  is  of 
this  kind,  justifying  its  nume  by  the  haste  with  which  it  can  be  prepared. 

Another  dish  which  the  Indians  taught  the  English  to  make,  was  succa' 
tdsh^  a  mixture  of  tender  Indian  com  and  new  beans,  forming  a  delicious 
compound,  still  a  great  favorite  all  over  New  England.  They  also  learned 
of  the  natives  to  bake  corn-cakes  on  the  hot  hearth,  under  the  oshci,  form- 
ing a  sweet  and  wholesome  bannock;  and  to  pound  their  pjirclied  com 
and  eat  it  with  milk  or  molasses.  Thb  was  called  in  their  lansuase, 
Tihki-ug,*  The  first  planters  were  also  famous  for  baked  beans  and 
boiled  Indian  puddings, — dishes  that  have  been  perpetuated  by  their  de- 
scendants, with  considerable  spirit  and  pertinacity,  though  they  have 
ceased  to  be  peculiarly  characteristic  of  the  placc.f  The  liciuis  were 
put  into  the  oven  early  in  the  morning,  crowned  with  a  clioice  iiortion 
from  the  pork-burrel,  and  having  been  kept  all  day  seething  niul  brown- 
ing, appeared  upon  the  supper-table,  hot  and  juicy,  and  with  their  ntspect- 
able  accompaniment,  the  slashed  and  crispy  pork,  gave  dignity  to  tlie  best 
tables.  Tliis  was  tlie  universal  Saturday  night  treat;  8o  tiiat  wits  wouhl 
say  the  inhabitants  knew  when  Sunday  won  coming  only  by  the  pitivitms 
dish  of  baked  beans ;  und  that  if  the  usual  baking  should  at  any  time  be 
omitted,  the  ovens  would  fall  in.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  name 
Bean  Hill  was  bestowed  on  a  part  of  the  town-plot  I'mrn  the  prevalence 
of  this  Saturday  night  treat.  Bean-porridge  was  also,  in  tho^e  early  days, 
a  common  breakfast  dish. 


*  Nokehick,  in  the  idiom  of  some  tribes. 

"Nokehick,  parched  meal,  which  is  a  rcadic  wholesome  food."  (llogcr  Williams.) 

The  English  sometimes  called  it  No-cako. 

t  It  has  been  suid  that  baked  beans  is  not  an  old  English  dish,  yet  from  its  preva- 
lence in  Norwich  and  some  other  places,  so  soon  after  the  settlement,  we  should  natu- 
rally infer  that  the  emigrants  brought  with  thcin  their  relibli  for  this  daiuty  of  the  table. 
They  certainly  did  not  find  it  among  the  Indians. 
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In  other  places,  peas  were  more  generally  cultivated  than  beans.  In  a 
list  of  the  principal  productions  of  the  Colony,  made  out  in  1680,  peas  are 
mentioned,  but  not  beans.  Perhaps  the  inhabitants  of  Norwich  were  par- 
ticularly prominent  in  bringing  the  latter  into  common  use,  and  hence 
arose  their  local  renown  in  connection  with  them.  The  beans  and  pud*> 
dings  of  Norwich  were,  however,  only  a  popular  way  of  representing 
tables  bountifully  supplied  with  substantial  food. 

With  respect  to  the  ptiddingn^  it  is  reported  that  they  were  frequently 
made  of  sucJi  siiee  and  solidity  as  to  carry  ruin  in  their  path  if  the  pyra- 
mid chanced  to  fall.*  An  extra-good  housewife  would  put  her  pudding 
in  the  bag  at  night,  and  keep  it  boiling  until  dinner-time  the  next  day. 
Tlio  carving  commenced  nt  the  top,  and  as  the  pile  lowered  to  the  center, 
the  color  dec|>cned  to  a  delicious  red.  One  can  not  help  being  curious  to 
know  whether  these  local  customs  could  be  traced  back  to  those  parts  of 
England  from  which  the  planters  came. 

Potatoes  were  then  unknown  in  the  country,  and  not  introduced  until 
after  1720.  Turnips  were  a  common  vegetable.  Pumpkins  were  so 
abundant  in  New  England,  that  wits  seized  upon  them  as  a  symbol  of  the 
country.  A  chubby  boy  astride  of  a  large  pumpkin,  and  blowing  the 
hollow  stalk  of  the  vine  for  a  trumpet,  is  at  least  an  emblem  of  some  sig- 
nificance. Pumpkin  johnny-cake,  made  of  corn-meal  and  stewed  pump- 
kin, baked  before  tlie  fire  upon  the  trencher,  and  turned  to  give  a  brittle 
crust  to  both  sides,  was  an  article  for  the  table  in  high  estimatk)n. 

The  drink  of  our  ancestors  consisted  chiefly  of  pure  water  from  the 
well  or  fountjiin  ;  but  they  had  also  beer,  cider,  and  nicthcglin,  and  they 
made  great  account  of  syrups  concocted  from  the  juice  of  berries,  and 
cordials  distilled  from  mints. 

In  addition  to  the  flesh  afforded  by  the  flocks  and  herds  which  they  fed, 
the  bounty  of  Providence  furnished  them  with  rich  supplies.  Deer  at  the 
time  of  the  settlement  were  not  infrequent ;  wild  fowl,  especially  pigeons, 
were  at  the  proper  season  very  abundant ;  all  the  smaller  game,  such  as 
squirrels,  foxes,  woodchucks,  and  rabbits,  might  be  caught  in  snares  at  the 
very  doors  of  the  houses,  and  the  rivers  and  brooks  around  them  furnished 


•  A  Jiporiivo  story  wn«  formerly  current,  that  on  a  certain  festive  occasion,  a  conical 
pudding;  wnn  Rct  in  the  center  of  tlie  table,  in  monumental  dignity,  but  losing  its  bal- 
ance at  the  first  insertion  of  the  carving-knife,  it  fell  and  knocked  down  three  men. 
Whereupon  the  townsmen  mndo  a  regulation  that  no  pudding  should  henceforth  con- 
sist of  more  than  twenty  coombs  of  corn,  that  is,  al>ont  four  bushels. 

The  Norwirh  pmidimjn  were  pliiycd  by  the  local  humorists  against  tlie  New  London 
dumjUinn.  The  latter,  it  is  snid,  were  often  made  so  largo  nnd  hanl  that  it  was  neccs- 
snry  to  chip  them  up  with  a  pick-axe.  The  roninins  of  a  great  dinner  being  at  one 
time  thiowii  into  thn  river,  near  the  town,  the  Isle  of  Hocks,  a  noted  fishing  ledge  in 
the  harlKir,  was  roruic<],  and  is  still  by  some  of  their  neighbors  called  the  Now  London 
Dumplins, 
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first-rate  bass,  innumerable  shad,  fine  lobsters,  delicate  oysters,  and  Lighlj- 
prized  trout.  Such  were  the  dainties  spread  upon  their  board. 
.  The  annual  Fast  was  kept  with  great  strictness :  no  food  being  allowed 
between  sunrise  and  sunset.  Thanksgiving  was  then,  and  has  ever  since 
been,  the  great  festal  day  of  the  jear, — the  day  for  family  gatherings  and 
.heart-greetings;  for  the  noonday  feast,  and  the  evening  spent  in  eating 
nuts  and  apples,  telling  stories,  and  playing  blind-man's-buff, — simple  ele- 
ments of  pleasure,  but  great  in  their  productive  result.  These  two  memo- 
rial seasons  have  been  called  the  saint-days  of  New  England,  or,  as  ex- 
pressed by  a  domestic  humorist,  the  festivals  of  St.  Suiff' &nd  St,  Starve. 

Names.  Our  ancestors  displayed  but  little  taste  in  the  way  of  names- 
^ving,  either  to  persons  or  places.  The  Christian  names  bestowed  ufion 
sons  and  daughters  were  oflen  quaint  and  whimsical,  sometimes  even  harsh 
in  sound  and  inconvenient  of  utterance.  Shadrach,  Jephtliah,  Abinadab, 
Aquilla,  and  Zorobabel,  are  to  be  met  with  upon  the  records.  Others 
were  chosen  from  some  implied  principle  of  association,  in  defiancis  of  all 
fitness ;  such  as  Consider,  Friend,  Preserved,  Retrieve,  Yet-once.  But 
these  are  the  extremes  in  this  line,  and  none  more  ungainly,  such  as  are 
oflen  and  perhaps  falsely  attributed  to  the  old  Puritans,  are  found  in  our 
Connecticut  registries. 

Female  names  of  a  descriptive  class  were  very  common,  such  as 
Thankful,  Mindwell,  Patience,  Experience,  Temperance,  Obedience,  Re- 
membrance, Deliverance,  Desire,  Submit,  Faith,  Hope,  Love,  Charity, 
Silence,  Mercy.  Many  of  these,  however,  far  from  being  uncouth,  are 
euphonious  and  appropriate,  worthy  of  perpetual  repetition. 

Many  local  names  that  were  current  in  the  early  stages  of  the  settle- 
ment, have  become  obsolete.     Such  arc — 

Connecticut  Plains, — a  tract  wuhin  the  bounds  of  the  ninc-milcs-i<quarc, 
on  what  was  then  called  the  path  to  Connecticutf  that  is,  the  old  ruad  to 
Hartford. 

Little  Lebanon, — at  the  end  of  Yantick,  or  just  beyond  Yantick.  Little 
Lebanon  Hill  and  Valley,  mentioned  1G73,  before  the  settlement  of  tlie 
present  town  of  Lebanon. 

New  Roxbury, — now  Woodstock. 

Nicholas  Hill, — south  of  the  Yantic,  since  called  Nick's  Hill. 

Little  Faith  Plain,— south  of  Wawekus  Hill. 

The  first  names  given  to  a  new  country  are  usually  descriptive,  embody- 
ing some  prominent  characteristic  that  shall  brin^the  place  directly  before 
the  mind.     Thus  we  find  on  the  early  records  of  Norwich — 

The  Crotch  of  the  Rivers. 

The  Hook  of  the  Quinabaug. 

Hammer  Brook. 

Stony  Brook. 
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Kimicall  [Chemical]  Spring, — ^in  a  grant  to  Capt.  Fitch,  1687. 

The  White  Rock  upon  Flaiu  Hill, — a  land-mark. 

Scotch  Cap  Hill, — ^near  the  point  where  the  present  bounds  of  Norwich, 
Franklin  and  Bozrah  meet. 

Huckleberry  Plains.  Great  Beaver  Brook. 

Ising-glass  Rock.  Little  Beaver  Brook. 

Wlicel-timber  HiU.  Wolf-pit  Hill. 

Hearth-stone  Hill.  Saw-pit  HiUs. 

Buttonint  Brook.  Great  Cranberry  Pond. 

Stonic  Hollow,  (now  East  Cliclsca.) 

Clay  Banks  of  the  Great  River. 

Tlic  Great  Darke  Swampe. 

Drnpon's  Hole  at  Kcwoutaquck. 

Tlic  Rocky  Hill,  called  Wcnaniasoug. 

If  any  dependence  can  be  placed  on  names  and  traditions,  the  Indians 
had  at  least  three  rude  forts  within  the  present  bounds  of  Norwich.  One 
at  the  Landing  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  which  on  this  account  was  called 
at  the  first  settlement.  Fort  Hill.  This  was  probably  the  citadel  of  Wa- 
weequaw,  the  brother  of  Uncas.  Another,  upon  Little  Fort  Hill,  between 
the  Landing  and  Trading  Cove,  belonging  to  Uncas  himself.  And  a  third, 
more  ancient  than  either  of  these,  on  the  south-western  side  of  the  Yantic, 
below  the  junction  of  Hammer-brook.  This  stood  upon  a  rugged  platform 
of  rock,  surrounded  and  overshadowed  with  woods.  It  was  a  barren  and 
secluded  spot ;  but  the  tradition  has  been  current,  particularly  among  the 
Hydes  and  Po3t<*,  who  first  owned  the  spot,  that  here  was  an  ancient 
Indian  fortress.  It  consisted  of  a  high  stone  wall,  inclosing  an  area  upon 
the  brow  of  the  hill,  and  must  have  been  designed  only  as  a  hiding-place, 
to  which  to  retreat  in  times  of  invasion.  The  stones  had  been  broken  by 
tlie  Indian  builders  into  portable  size,  and  about  the  year  1790,  were 
removed  and  used  in  the  building  of  a  cellar  and  for  other  purposes  by 
the  owner  of  the  land. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Eablibbt  Towk  Ovviobrb.     Courts.     Traim-Bandb.     Magistrates  amd 

80HOOL8. 

AocORDiNQ  to  the  best  writers  on  New  England  polity,  the  four 
important  institutions  that  lie  at  tlie  foundation  of  our  prosperity  are  the 
towns,  congregations,  schools,  and  militia.  Upon  these  as  a  basis,  com- 
munities spring  rapidly  into  thrill  and  importance,  and  become  the  pillars 
of  nations.  The  first  of  these  institutions  in  order,  and  that  which  em- 
bodies the  first  element  of  a  commonwealth,  is  the  township.  Formerly, 
in  Connecticut,  this  included  also  the  second  branch,  the  parish,  or  con- 
gregation, which  was  co-extensive  with  the  town,  and  the  minister  not 
only  the  religious  head,  but  the  political  counsellor,  of  the  people.  The 
schools  were  quiet  and  insignificant,  partly  domestic  and  poi'tly  municipaL 
The  train-bands,  on  the  contrary,  were  indispensable  and  efiicicnt,  being 
the  town  itself,  in  its  wisdom  and  strength,  armed  for  defence. 

The  Connecticut  Constitution,  the  oldest  of  the  Americun  State  Con- 
stitutions, makes  no  allusion  to  the  king.*  It  regards  tlie  people  as  the 
only  source  of  power ;  deputies  represent  the  will  of  the  people ;  towns 
select  the  deputies  and  impower  them  to  act  in  their  belialf.  Towns  are 
older  than  states,  and  the  fountains  of  political  power. 

Townships  are  therefore  the  foundation-stones  of  American  liberty: 
accepted  inhabitants  are  identical  with  free  citizens,  and  municipal  inde- 
pendence opens  the  way  to  all  other  liberal  institutions. 

The  earliest  town  records  of  Norwich  are  in  the  hand-writing  of  John 
Birchard,  who  had  probably  been  the  Town  Clerk  at  Saybrook,  before 
the  remoTal.  He  discharged  the  duties  of  a  Clerk  or  llecordcr  at  Nor- 
wich, for  fifteen  or  eighteen  years,  but  there  is  no  memorandum  extant  of 
his  appointment  to  oflice.  No  town  action  remains  of  an  earlier  date  than 
Dec.  11,  1G60,  but  from  the  fragmentary  state  of  the  oldest  book,  we 
may  infer  that  several  pages  in  the  beginning  have  been  worn  away  and 
lost 

The  original  grants  were  evidently  not  recorded,  until  reviewed  and 

*  See  Constitation  of  1639 :  Conn.  Col.  Rec,  1,  20-25.    Also  Code  of  Laws,  ibid., 
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rectified  bj  later  BurvejB,  and  these,  with  subsequent  grants  and  diyisions 
of  common  land,  were  registered  by  Captain  James  Fitch.    / 

The  afiairs  both  of  the  town  and  society,  civil  and  ecclesiadUcal,  were 
all  recorded  together,  until  the  year  1720.  The  volumes  are  labeled, 
Town  Books  of  Acts,  Votes,  Grants,  &c.  They  contain  also  an  account 
of  the  freemen,  strays,  cattle-marks,  lost  goods,  and  occasionally  a  record 
of  a  ju9tice*s  court  Afterwards  the  town  and  society  affairs  were  sepa- 
rated, and  the  latter  kept  by  themselves  in  a  volume  entitled  "The  Town- 
Plot  Society  Records."  In  the  first  books,  dates  are  confounded  and  sub- 
jects intermixed  with  a  strange  degree  of  negligence.  Some  of  the  rec- 
ords seem  to  have  been  mode  promiscuously,  with  the  book  upside  down, 
or  upright,  as  it  happened ;  and  forward  or  backward,  wherever  there 
was  n  blank  space.  The  earliest,  notices  relate  to  tlie  granting  of  lands, 
appointing  fence-viewers,  erecting  public  pounds,  gates  and  fences,  stating 
highway:),  felling  trees,  and  regulating  the  running  at  largo  of  swine, 
rams,  and  other  domestic  animals.  These  were  the  first  subjects  of  legis- 
lation, and  the  first  officers  were  a  constable  and  two  townsmen,  one  for 
each  end  of  the  town.  The  townsmen  were  afterwards  called  overseers, 
and  sclecl-mcn,  and  varied  in  number,  though  seldom  more  than  four  were 
chosen.  It  was  their  business  (according  to  a  town  vote  in  1683,)  "to 
order  the  prudentials  of  the  town,  and  see  to  it  tliat  the  wholesome  town 
orders  be  attended  to."  They  were  empowered  to  call  public  meetings,  to 
take  cognizance  of  all  offences  against  law,  order,  and  morality  ;  to  settle 
differences,  and  try  cases  of  small  value. 

The  imperfection  of  the  early  records  leaves  us  without  a  complete  list 
of  early  town  officers.  The  following  are  all  that  have  been  recovered  for 
the  fii-st  twenty-five  years  of  the  settlement  Later  than  this,  the  officers 
for  each  year  are,  with  rare  exceptions,  extant 


CONSTABLES. 

1C69. 

Robert  Alljn. 

1682. 

Samuel  Lothrop. 

1C70. 

Ensign  Thomas  Tracy. 

Joshua  Abel. 

1671. 

Thomas  Post. 

1683. 

Thomas  Bingham. 

1673. 

Snmticl  Lothrop. 

Josiah  Reed. 

1674. 

John  Gnpcr. 

1684. 

Caleb  Abel. 

1675. 

Simon  Huntington. 

Christopher  Iluntington,  Jr.,  cast  of 

1678. 

John  Hnldwin,  Sen. 

Showlucket. 

Thomns  TiCfTmgwcll,  Jr. 

Thomas  Tracy,  Jr. 

1679. 

John  Calkins. 

1685. 

Joseph  Bushnell. 

Kichard  Bu.shnell. 

Simon  Huntington. 

1680. 

Kichanl  Edgcrton. 

Caleb  Forbes. 

ThoniAR  Shimnn. 

1686. 

Stcplien  Giflbrd. 

1681. 

Solomon  Trncy. 

John  Calkins,  Son. 

Sicphcu  Merrick. 

Thomas  Porko,  Jr. 

84 


HI8T0BT    OF    NOBWIOH. 


TOWNSMEN 

r. 

1669. 

Thomas  Leffingwell. 

1680. 

Capt.  Fitch. 

ChriBtophor  Hantington, 

Leflft  Thomas  Tracj. 

1671. 

John  Bradford. 

Leflft.  Leffingwell. 

John  Calkins. 

Ensign  Backus. 

1672. 

Hugh  Calkins. 

Thomas  Adgate. 

Simon  Hnntington. 

1681. 

Simon  Huntington. 

1673. 

WUIiam  Hide. 

Thomas  Waterman. 

John  Hohnsted. 

John  Tracy. 

1674. 

John  Post. 

1682. 

Ensign  William  Backus. 

Thomas  Adgate. 

Caleb  Abel. 

1675. 

Thomas  Waterman. 

Lefft.  Leffingwell. 

s 

John  Calkins. 

Thomas  Adgate. 

1676. 

East  End,  Thomas  Adgate. 

1683. 

John  Baldwin,  Son. 

West  End,  Thomas  Bingham. 

Thomas  Tracy. 

1677. 

John  Holmstead. 

1684. 

Ensign  Backus. 

Leflft  Th.  Leffingwell. 

Seigt.  Waterman. 

1678. 

Simon  Huntmgton. 

Lefft.  Leffingwell. 

Richard  Edgerton. 

Thomas  Adgate. 

1679. 

Six  Townsmen  chosen : 

1685. 

Seigt.  John  Tracy. 

James  Fitch,  Jr. 

Stephen  Merrick. 

Lefft.  Leffingwell. 

Solomon  Tracy.    ■ 

Ensign  Backus. 

Samuel  Lothrop. 

Simon  Huntington. 

1686. 

Leii't.  Leffingwell. 

John  Post. 

Thomas  Adgate. 

Thomas  Adgate. 

Ensign  Backus. 
John  Post. 

In  October,  1661,  the  first  deputies  of  the  town,  Thomas  Leffingwell 
and  Thomas  Tracy,  appear  on  the  roll  of  the  General  Court  at  Hartford. 
There  was  but  little  fluctuation  in  the  higher  public  offices  at  that  period. 
A  candidate  once  chosen  and  found  to  be  competent  and  faithful,  was  gen- 
erallj  a  life-long  incumbent.  The  election  of  deputies  was  semi-annual, 
but  for  the  first  eleven  years,  the  choice,  with  only  two  cxccptiuns,  was 
restricted  to  four  persons : 

Thomas  Tracy. 
Thomas  Leffingwell. 
Hugh  Calkins. 
Francis  Griswold. 


The  exceptions  were  Mr.  Benjamin  Brewster,  chosen  for  one  session  in 
1668;  and  John  Mason,  one  in  1672. 

Afterwards  other  proprietary  names  appear  among  the  representatives, 
but  the  perpetuity  of  the  office  continued.  Richard  Bushnell,  beginning 
at  1691,  was  chosen  for  87  sessions;  Solomon  Tracy  for  19 ;  and  Joseph 
Backus  for  84,  beginning  at  1704  and  ending  in  1783. 
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In  the  list  of  estates  in  1663,  Norwich  was  estimated  at  £2,571.  Saj- 
hrook  Rt  the  same  time  was  valued  at  £8,000,  and  New  London  at  £7,185. 
This  was  before  the  union  with  New  Haven,  when  Connecticut  comprised 
only  eleven  towns  or  plantations.*  Of  these,  Norwich  was  the  lowest  on 
the  list  By  the  union  under  the  charter  in  1665,  and  the  addition  of  two 
or  three  new  settlements,  the  towns  in  the  Colony  increased,  during  the 
next  twelve  years,  to  twenty-three ;  of  these,  Norwich  was  about  the  fif- 
teenth in  valuation,  reporting  in  1676,  persons  71,  estates  £4,598.  Before 
1688,  the  towns  increased  to  twenty-six,  and  Norwicli  advanced  to  ihe 
ninth  position,  returning  over  100  polls  and  upwards  of  £7,000  in  estates. 
Those  higher  upon  the  list,  in  the  order  of  valuation,  were  Hartford,  New 
Haven,  Windsor,  Wethersfield,  Fairfield,  New  London,  Windsor,  Strat- 
ford. 

In  1676,  the  best  house-lots  in  New  London  and  Norwich  went  into  the 
list  at  25s.  per  acre,  the  poorer  quality  at  205.,  and  other  fenced  lands  at 
Is.  In  Say  brook  and  Stonington,  none  were  estimated  above  20s.  per 
acre.  This  was  also  the  highest  estimate  at  New  Haven,  but  at  Hartford 
and  Wethersfield  the  home-lots  were  listed  at  405.  per  acre. 

Houses  were  not  reckoned  in  the  valuation  of  estates ;  being  ''  so  charge- 
able to  maintain,"  that  they  were  exempted  from  taxation.  Horses,  four 
years  old  and  upward,  in  1665,  were  reckoned  at  £10,  but  in  1670,  at  £4. 

In  1680,  the  Lords  of  the  Council  of  Trade,  in  England,  proposed  cer- 
tain queries  to  the  General  Court  of  Connecticut,  respecting  the  state  of 
tlic  Colony.  In  the  answers  to  these  questions,  an  allusion  in.cidentally 
made  to  Norwich  was  perhaps  the  first  public  notice  sent  across  the  ocean 
that  such  a  town  had  been  established.  In  speaking  of  New  London  and 
Pccpiot  river,  the  document  says : 

"  A  ship  of  500  tunn  may  go  up  to  tho  Towne,  and  come  so  near  the  shore  that  they 
may  toss  a  biskit  ashore :  and  vcssclls  of  about  30  tunn  may  pass  up  about  12  mile 
above  New  Tx>ndon,  to  or  neor  a  tovrn  called  Norwich. "t 

Tlio  mnnlKT  of  towns  in  the  Colony  at  this  period  was  26 ;  the  number 
of  men,  2,507  ;  in  Norwich,  85. 

In  a  roll  of  freemen  of  the  Colony,  recorded  in  1669,  Norwich  has  25, 
viz.: 

Thomns  Adf;ntc.  Richard  Kdgcrton.  Thomas  I-#eflingwell. 

AVillinm  Rnrkus.  John  Eldcrkin.  Major  John  Mason. 

John  nnuMcn.  Mr.  James  Fitch.  John  Post. 

John  Mirchard.  Francis  Griswoll.  Thomas  Post. 

♦  The  word  Plantation  was  nearly  synonymous  with  toum, — not  always  meaning  dis- 
tinctively a  new  town.  To  obtain  the  privileges  of  a  plantation,  was  equivalent  to 
incorporation  as  a  town. 

t  Conn.  Col.  Rec.,  3,  297. 
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Morgan  Bowers.  William  Hide.  John  Benolda. 

Benjamin  Bmister.  John  Ilolmstoad.  Jonathan  Boioe. 

Hugh  Calkins.  Christopher  Ilantington.       Nchemiah  Smyth. 

John  Calkins.  Simon  Ilantington.  Thomas  Tnicoy. 

Bobort  Wade. 

Taken  by  us  whose  names  are  underwritten  this  9th  of  October,  '69. 

John  Bauldbn, 

John  Bbnold,  Toumsmen. 

JoNATHJLN  BoiOB,  ConstaUe.* 

It  is  probable  that  the  name  of  Thomas  Bliss  was  accidentally  omitted 
from  this  list)  as  he  was  one  of  those  that  had  been  propounded  and 
accepted  by  the  General  Court,  in  1664. 

In  1681,  eight  other  freemen  were  added  to  the  Ibt: 

Hugh  Amos.  Thomas  Howard.  John  Tracy. 

Thomas  Bingham.  Thomas  Leffinewell,  Jr.  Thomas  Waterman  t 

Stephen  Gifford.  John  Mason. 

In  1685,— 

Samuel  Bliss.  Samuel  Lothrop,  Jr. 

Joseph  Bnshnell.  Solomon  Tracy. 

In  1662,  Thomas  Tracy,  Thomas  Adgate  and  Francis  Griswold  were 
chosen,  with  the  townsmen,  to  try  all  cases  to  the  value  of  40«.  These 
formed  a  Court  of  Commission. 

In  1669,  John  Bradford,  Simon  Huntington  and  Thomas  LcfTingwcll 
were  the  Commissioners,  with  William  Backus  acting  as  marsliall. 

In  1671,  Ensign  Thomas  Tracy,  Serg.  Thomas  LelRngwell  and  Hugh 
Calkins  held  the  oflice.     These  were  all  appointed  by  the  town. 

The  first  Commissioner  or  Justice  apix)inted  by  the  General  Court  for 
the  town  was  Ensign  John  INIason,  1672. 

In  1676,  John  Birchard. 

In  1678,  James  Fitch  and  Thomas  Tracy. 

In  1686,  Benjamin  Brewster.  The  next  year  Mr.  Brewster  was  com- 
missioned both  for  Norwich  and  New  London,  and  in  1 G89,  for  Preston 
also. 

Cases  of  over  40*.  value,  and  all  weighty  matters,  were  carried  before 
a  special  court,  called  a  Court  of  Assistants,  where  a  magistrate  or  assist- 
ant presided.  Several  Courts  of  Assistiints  were  held  in  New  London,  at 
which  Major  Mason,  with  others  of  the  magistrates,  Wyllis,  Wolcolt,  or 
Governor  Lecte,  presided.  These  courts  were  subsequently  merged  in 
the  County  Court. 

*  Col.  Bee.  Conn.,  2,  523. 
t  Ibid.,  2,  154. 
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Counties  were  constituted  in  1666.  New  London  County  extended 
from  Fawcatuck  river  ''to  the  western  bounds  of  Hammonassett  planta- 
tion/' comprising  the  four  towns  of  Saybrook,  New  London,  Stonington, 
and  Norwich,  with  the  new  settlement  at  Hammonassett  or  Killingworth. 
New  London  was  the  shire  town.  The  first  County  Court  was  held  June 
6,  16GG.  l^Iajor  Mason  presided,  assisted  by  John  Allyn,  Assistant; 
Thomns  Stanton  and  Obadiah  Brucn,  Commissioners. 

!Major  Mn^nn  continued  to  preside  at  the  sessions  of  this  court  until  Sep- 
tember, 1 070,  when  he  appeared  for  the  last  time  on  tlie  bench. 

The  first  Clerks  of  the  County  Court  were  Obadiah  Brucn,  Edward 
Palmes,  and  Daniel  Wctherell,  all  of  New  London,  and  in  office  success- 
ively, each  about  two  years.  In  1673,  John  Birchard  of  Norwich  was 
appointed  Clerk  of  the  Court,  and  held  the  office  for  eight  or  ten  years. 

Frequent  courts,  either  of  higher  or  lower  grade,  were  an  imperious 
necessity  of  the  times.  It  was  a  litigious  age.  The  early  settlers  were 
fond  of  appealing  to  the  laws,  and  settling  their  disputes  by  writs,  pleas, 
and  judicial  forms.  A  case  in  court  was,  with  some  men,  little  more  than 
a  customary  pjirt  of  the  year's  business.  When  the  county  consisted  of 
only  five  or  six  towns,  frequently  tlu3  list  of  cases  for  debt,  trespass,  dis- 
orderly conduct,  and  breach  of  law,  amounted  to  forty  or  fifly  at  a  single 
session  of  the  court. 

In  several  instance^,  however,  wherein  Norwich  as  a  town  appears  on 
the  docket,  the  cases  were  such  as  show  the  prevalence  of  law  and  order 
in  the  coiununiity,  rather  than  a  fondness  for  litigation.  Such  are  the  fol- 
lowing : 

In  1071,  the  jTrniul  jury  made  a  presentment  of  John  Pease  for  living 
alone  and  neglecting  tlie  Sabbath. 

In  1080,  an  acliou  was  brought  by  Frederick  Ellis  against  the  towns- 
men for  warniiiG:  him  out  of  the  town  after  he  had  been  made  an  inliabit- 
ant  by  grant  aiicl  possession  of  lands ;  and  also  against  Christopher  Hunt- 
ington, the  Clork,  for  refusing  him  a  record  of  said  lands.  He  was  non- 
suited in  tijo  first  case ;  but  in  answer  to  the  complaint  against  the  clerk, 
the  court  ordered  that  Ellis  should  have  a  record  of  the  land. 

Prosocnlions  for  slander,  profanity,  speaking  evil  of  dignities,  and  other 
cases  for  which  an  unbridled  tongue  was  nnswemblc,  were  more  frequent 
in  the  young,  half-established  communities  of  that  period,  than  at  the 
present  day.  An  instance  will  be  given  for  illustration,  which  has  an 
additional  interest  from  its  connection  with  one  who  was  then  the  great 
man  of  the  ninc-milcs-squarc.  With  the  exception,  however,  of  this  case. 
Mason  vs.  Hichardson,  the  first  band  of  Norwich  proprietors  furnished 
but  little  business  for  the  courts, — preferring,  it  would  seem,  to  settle  the 
conmion  (VHes  of  debt  and  trespass  in  a  private  way,  or  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace. 
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At  a  Countj  Court  held  in  New  London,  June  6, 1671 :  John  AlljUi 
presiding  Judge,  a  case  was  brought  bj  ^  Major  Mason,  plaintiff,  contra 
Amos  Richardson,  defendant,  in  an  action  of  slander  and  defamation  for 
saying  he  was  a  trajtor  and  [had]  damnified  the  Collonie  one  thousand 
pounds."  The  damages  were  laid  at  £500.  The  jury  found  for  the 
plaintiff  one  hundred  pounds,  and  costs  of  court,  £1  Si.  The  defendant 
applied  for  a  review,  which  was  granted,  and  the  case  being  called  up  at 
the  next  September  court,  was  respited  and  not  brought  before  the  Bench 
again  till  June,  1 672. 

In  the  meantime  the  original  plaintiff.  Major  Mason,  had  been  removed 
by  death ;  and  when  the  appellant,  Ricliardson,  was  summoned  by  the 
court  either  to  withdraw  his  action  or  go  on  with  his  review,  he  replied 
that  Major  John  Mason,  who  was  the  first  plaintiff,  is  now  deceased,  and 
that  he  conceives  the  action  dies  with  him."  Samuel  and  John  Mason, 
sons  of  the  Major,  appeared  in  court  and  tendered  to  defend  the  action, 
but  still  the  plaintiff  replied  that  he  had  nothing  further  to  say  than  what 
was  contained  in  the  papers  on  file.  The  action  was  therefore  dropped, 
and  the  judgment  against  the  plaintiff  remained  in  force. 

At  the  same  court,  when  the  proceedings  in  tliis  case  were  read,  Mr. 
lUchardson  disputed  the  record.  He  was  thereupon  arraigned  for  defam- 
ing the  court  by  saying  that  a  part  of  its  record  was  not  true,  and  fined  in 
the  sum  of  eight  pounds. 

Execution  to  satisfy  the  original  judgment  was  subsequently  levied  by 
the  heirs  of  Mason  upon  the  estate  of  Richardson,  and  twelve  marcs  taken, 
for  which  only  £71  being  allowed,  and  tlie  plaintiff  claiming  that  they 
were  worth  much  more,  further  litigation  ensued  bcfure  the. matter  was 
finally  settled. 

The  first  notice  of  a  military  organization  in  the  town  is  from  the  Rec- 
ords of  the  Greneral  Court : 

Oct.  '6G.  Francis  Griswold  is  conrirmod  Lt.  to  yo  Tniiuo  band  at  Norridgo  and 
Thomas  Tracy  to  be  Knsignc. 

June  1672.  This  Court  confirms  Mr.  John  Mason,  Lieutenant,  and  Thomas  Ijofllng- 
well,  Ensigne  of  the  Traine  Band  of  Norwich. 

These  were  the  first  militia  officers.  John  Mason  was  the  second  son 
of  the  Major,  and  son-in-law  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitch.  Though  but  a 
young  man,  he  was  already  in  the  commission  of  the  peace^  and  was  this 
year  chosen  an  Assistant. 

In  August,  1G73,  upon  some  hostile  manifestations  from  the  Dutch  of 
New  York,  the  militia  or  train-bands  of  Connecticut  were  ordered  to  be 
ready  for  service,  and  500  dmgoons  raised,  who  were  to  be  prei)ared  to 
march  at  an  hour's  warning,  to  defend  any  place  in  (he  colony.     Of  these 
dragoons.  New  London  County  was  to  raise  a  company  of  one  hundred : 
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Barnes  Averj  of  New  London,  Captain;  Thomas  Tracj  of  Norwich, 
Deutenant ;  John  Dcnison  of  Stonington,  Ensign.  The  number  of  pri- 
vaftes  apportioned  to  Norwich  was  17.  Saybrook  had  the  same  number; 
Nev  London  26,  and  Stonington  19.*  Later  in  the  same  year,  Benjamin 
BrcYster  was  appointed  Lieutenant  of  this  troop ;  Daniel  Mason,  Quarter- 
master ;  and  Lieut.  Tracy,  Muster-master,  or  inspector  of  arms  and  am- 
muniton. 

According  to  the  laws  of  the  colony,  a  train-band  of  thirty-two  persons 
was  cntAlcd  to  a  Lieutenant,  Ensign,  and  two  Sergeants ;  but  no  Captain 
was  allowed  until  the  band  numbered  sixty-four  privates.  John  Mason 
was  the  first  person  in  the  town  who  attained  the  rank  of  Captain.  He 
was  commi^ioned  during  Philip's  war.  Sept  15,  lG75,t  received  a  severe 
wound  shnnly  afterward  in  the  attack  u|M)n  Narragansett  fort,  and  died 
tlic  next  year. 

Tliomas  LcflingweU  held  a  Lieutenant's  commission  in  1G76,  and  per- 
formed active  service  against  the  Indians,  but  did  not  succeed  to  the  cap- 
taincy. The  highest  civil  officer,  assistant  or  magistrate  of  the  town, 
probably  had  a  prior  claim,  as  in  May,  1G80,  James  Fitch  was  confirmed 
Captain  of  the  Norwich  train-band,  Thomas  Leffingwell  Lieutenant,  and 
William  Backus  Ensign.^ 

The  predilection  for  military  titles  was  a  trait  of  our  worthy  ancestors, 
which  it  is  not  easy  to  reconcile  with  their  Puritan  origin  and  peaceful 
pursuits.  It  is  rare  to  find  upon  the  early  records  a  military  ofiicer  men- 
tioned above  tlie  rank  of  corporal,  without  the  adjunct  of  his  title.  They 
plumed  tliemsclves  upon  an  office  in  the  train-bands,  as  a  token  of  distin- 
guislicd  rank  and  honor.§ 

Major  Mason  had  been  elected  Deputy  Governor  of  tlie  Colony  in 
May,  1660.  His  connection  with  the  settlement  of  Norwich,  and  his  res- 
idence in  the  place,  gave  dignity  and  respectability  to  the  young  town. 
Many  people  resorted  thither  for  tlic  transaction  of  i)ublic  business. 

Thomas  Minor,  in  a  MS.  diary  preserved  by  his  descendants,  records,. 
June  18,  1664: 

"  Ould  ChccFhroagh  was  going  to  Norwig  to  sorcndcr  tho  Towno  to  Concticut." 

That  is,  transfer  tho  jurisdiction  of  Stonington,  or  Southcrton,  as  it  was 
then  called,  from  the  Bay  State,  under  which  it  had  been  comprehended, 
to  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  of  which  Mason  was  then  the  acting  Gov- 
ernor. 


•  Conn.  Col.  Rcc,  2,  207. 

t  Iliid..  2,  3GG. 

I  lliiil.,  n,  CO. 

S  Civil  titles  tiUo  wcro  ccrcmoniouBly  obscncd.    An  iifsistant,  or  magistrate,  was 
nddrcsfcd  as  the  worfhipfuL 
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Again  he  writes,  Sept.  8, 1667 : 
"  We  wor  at  Norwhich,  tho  Commission  wor  thcro." 

Beferring,  probably,  to  the  Court  of  Commissioners,  whei*e  a  magistrate 
usually  presided.  While  Major  Mason  lived,  there  was  no  other  magis- 
trate in  New  London  County,  and  he  generally  held  his  courts  at  Lome. 
But  during  several  of  the  last  years  of  his  life,  he  was  subject  to  attacks 
of  a  painful  disease  that  often  disabled  him  from  attending  to  public 
affairs.  This  caused  some  inconvience,  and  led  to  murmurings  and  com- 
plaints, particularly  at  New  London,  where  thei*e  was  more  tnidc  and 
bustle,  more  of  a  populace,  and  a  louder  call  for  courts  and  pleas,  than  in 
any  other  place  in  the  colony.  It  was  onerous  and  irritating  to  this  stir- 
ring community,  to  be  dependent  upon  Norwich,  the  staid  and  somewhat 
frowning  younger  sister,  for  justice  and  arbitrament  In  October,  1669, 
Mr.  Wetherell  of  New  London,  Clerk  of  the  County  Court,  in  behalf  of 
the  Commissioners,  petitioned  the  General  Court  for  relief  in  this  partic- 
ular, and  obtained  an  order  for  an  assistant  or  magistrate  to  hold  a  court 
at  stated  times  in  New  London.* 

Afler  the  death  of  Major  Mason,  New  London  County  had  no  chief 
magistrate  or  presiding  judge  resident  within  its  bounds,  till  May,  1674, 
when  the  following  appointment  is  recorded : 

"Major  Edward  Palmes  is  invested  with  magistratical  power,  throughout  New  Lon- 
don County  and  the  Narragansctt  country."t 

Major  Palmes  was  of  New  Ijondon  County,  and  Norwich  iu  hor  turn 
found  it  irksome  to  go  to  her  neighbor  for  award  and  decree.  Ihttwceii 
these  sister  townships  there  seems  to  have  been  little  similarity  of  taste, 
and  no  fusion  of  purpose  and  action. 

When  two  communities  are  situated  near  to  each  other,  and  possess 
nearly  equal  claims  to  patronage  and  favor, — especially  if  tliey  lie  upon 
the  same  river  and  expect  to  draw  their  prosperity  from  similar  pursuits, — 
occasional  outbreaks  of  jealousy  and  rivalship  invariably  make  their  ap- 
pearance. The  rivalry  between  New  London  and  Norwich,  however, 
though  it  arose  early  and  has  never  entirely  disappeared,  has  generally 
exhausted  itself  in  sportive  sarcasms  or  a  few  passionate  invectives,  stop- 
ping short  of  aggressive  deeds.     It  has  been  restricted  to  public  matters 

*  The  petitioner  states  that  Major  Mason,  ''  hy  God's  visiting  hand  u])on  him  in 
respect  of  weakness  and  sickness  of  body,  hnth  not  at  all  times  been  in  a  capacity  to 
undergo  the  great  trouble  that  attends  our  courts,"  and  further  observes,  "  Our  matters 
many  times  require  able  help  in  respect  of  the  often  recourse  of  merchants  and  stran. 
gers  by  reason  of  the  convenience  of  our  harbor  here." 

Conn.  Col.  Rec.,  2, 115. 

tibid.,  2,  231. 
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and  objects  of  pecuniary  concern,  never  interfering  with  the  cultivation  of 
social  intercourse,  the  establishment  of  warm  friendships,  the  alliance  of 
families,  and  a  hearty,  prompt  and  efficient  assistance  in  seasons  of  calam- 
ity and  danger. 

On  festive  occasions  particularly,  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  townships 
were  accuittomcd  from  the  earliest  times  to  unite  with  the  utmost  cordiality 
and  sympathy.  Concerted  parties  would  turn  out  from  both  places,  on 
horseback,  and  in  all  kinds  of  vehicles  as  they  succcsssively  served  the 
generations,  and  meet  half-way,  at  Massapeag,  or  Indian  hill,  or  Cochegun 
rock,  or  some  other  part  of  Mohcgan,  to  roast  oysters,  hunt  squirrels,  or 
witness  the  Indian  dance ;  in  spring,  to  gather  strawberries ;  in  autumn, 
wild  plums ;  and  in  winter,  upon  sleds  or  sleighs  to  have  a  great  supper  at 
BradfonVs,  or  Ilaughton's,  or  some  other  half-way  house.* 

Nor  ha««  the  jealousy  lietween  the  two  places  ever  been  so  patent,  nor 
the  exasperation  so  bitter,  as  has  been  sometimes  exhibited  by  different 
sections  of  either  town  toward  each  other ;  between  Chelsea  society  and 
the  Town-plot,  for  instance,  which  have  had  seasons  of  convulsive  enmity 
so  violent  as  to  make  reconciliation  seemingly  impossible,  but  which  have 
commonly  terminated  in  greater  harmony  and  complacency  than  before. 

These  prefatory  renuirks  are  designed  to  introduce  the  waiy,  caustic, 
and  somewhat  plaintive  petition  sent  from  Norwich  to  tlie  Legislature, 
in  October,  1674,  praying  to  bo  freed  from  their  connection  with  New 
London  County.  It  was  a  burden  to  which  tliey  had  hitherto  been  sub- 
missive : 

"  But  upon  many  ycnrc8  experience  it  Imth  proved  so  ofllicting  to  ub  that  wee  can- 
not Imt  (Icfliro  to  bee  free  from  this  County  and  come  under  Hartford  County,  if  it  may 
be.  Many  reasons  we  could  give,  but  we  fear  it  will  not  be  expedient  for  us  to  men- 
tion them  ;  onely  this  wee  must  crave  lil)erty  to  say,  that  hitherto  our  relation  to  Lon- 
don County  hath  bene  an  oppression  unto  us,  wee  bearing  the  burtlien  of  others  con- 
tentions, w'ch  now  seemc  to  be  rather  of  an  increasing  nature  than  otherwise." 

They  further  intimate  that  several  other  plantations  in  the  county  "  doe 
sigh  under  the  same  burden  and  desire  the  like  rcliefe."  Signed  by  Wil- 
hain  Hide  and  John  Holmstead,  "Select  men  in  the  name  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  town."t 

This  petition  was  not  placed  on  record.  The  Legislature  wisely  post- 
poned the  consideration  of  the  subject  to  the  next  May,  and  it  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  afterwards  revived. 


♦  These  rural  excursions  to  which  our  ancestors  were"  so  partial,  were  of  a  jubilant, 
exhilarating  nature,  especially  those  which  took  place  in  the  genial  seasons.  Men  and 
women  on  horses  of  every  grade,  some  with  pillions  riding  double,  crowding  together, 
filled  the  air  with  echoes,  often  shouting  rapturously  and  singing  on  their  way.  Our 
modern  pic  nics  fail  to  reproduce  ihc  joyous  inspiration  and  healthful  flush  of  those  old 
festivities. 

t  Conn.  Col.  Rcc.,  2,  247. 
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By  the  early  laws  of  the  colony,  it  was  ordered  that  every  town  con- 
tidning  thirty  families  should  maintain  a  school  to  teach  reading  and  writ- 
ing, and  that  a  Laiin  School  should  be  established  in  every  county  town. 
A  grant  of  six  hundred  acres  of  land  was  made  to  each  county,  to  assist 
in  establishing  this  Latin  School.  These  regulations  were  not  always 
observed ;  the  new  settlements  were  tardy  in  their  educational  concerns. 
The  earliest  schools  were  taught  principaUy  by  females,  who  advanced 
their  pupib  but  little  beyond  reading,  spelling,  and  learning  the  catechism. 
The  New  England  Primer,  containing  the  Westminster  Catechism,  was 
the  universal  class-book  of  the  children.  This  was  first  published  about 
1660. 

In  1678,  the  County  Court  took  the  condition  of  the  schoob  into  con- 
sideration, and  appointed  a  committee  to  see  what  could  be  done  towards 
settling  a  Latin  school  at  New  London. 
Members  of  the  Committee, — 

Major  Edward  Palmes,  for  New  London. 
Mr.  James  Fitch,  Jr.,  for  Norwich. 
Mr.  Samuel  Mason,  for  Stonington. 
Capt.  Hobert  Chapman,  for  Saybrook. 
Ensign  Joseph  Peck,  for  Lyme. 
Mr.  Edward  Griswold,  for  Killingworth. 
Several  years  elapsed  before  the  county  grant  was  disposed  of  and  a 
Latin  school  established,  but  the  agitation  of  the  subject  seems  to  liave 
aroused  the  towns  to  the  importance  of  maintaining  each  a  common  school 
of  its  own. 

In  Norwich,  no  schoolmaster  is  mentioned  before  1677,  when  John 
Birchard  occupied  the  teacher's  chair,  and  was  engaged  to  keep  nine 
months  of  the  year  for  £25,  provision  pay.  The  next  item  recorded  is 
the  following : 

March  31, 1679.  It  is  ogrood  and  voatcd  by  tho  town  that  Mr.  Danill  Mason  shall 
be  improyed  as  a  school-master  for  tho  towuu  for  nine  montlis  in  tho  yoaro  ensuing  and 

to  allow  him  twenty-five  pounds  to  be  payed  partly  by  the  cliildrcn, and  cacl\ 

child  that  is  entered  for  the  full  time  to  pay  nine  shillings  and  other  children  that  come 
occasionally  to  allow  three  pence  the  week ;  the  rest  to  bo  payed  by  the  Towne. 

July  28, 1680,  a  special  meeting  was  called  to  deliberate  respecting  the 
establishment  of  a  town  school,  and  the  whole  matter  committed  to  the 
charge  of  the  Selectmen,  with  injunctions  that  they  should  see — 

"  1st,  that  parents  send  their  children  ;  2d,  that  they  pay  their  proportion,  according 
to  what  is  judged  just;  dd,  tliat  they  take  care  parents  be  not  oppressed,  cspeshally 
•uch  who  are  disabled ;  4th,  that  whatever  is  additionally  necessary  for  tlie  perfecting 
the  maintenance  of  a  school-master,  b  a  charge  and  expense  belonging  to  all  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  town,  and  to  be* gathered  as  any  other  rates ;  5ih,  whatever  else  is  neces- 
sary to  a  prudent  carrying  throagh  this  occation,  is  committed  to  the  discreshon  of  ye 
sd  select  men." 
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Public  works  in  those  days  were  slow  in  progress,  more  from  the  want 
of  hands  to  labor,  than  from  deficiency  of  skill  or  the  absence  of  enter- 
prise. A  school-house,  for  which  appropriations  had  been  made  in  1680, 
was  finally  built  in  1683,  by  John  Hough  and  Samuel  Roberts.  These 
men  were  both  from  New  London,  but  found  employment  in  Norwich,  as 
house-builders,  and  about  this  period  became  residents  of  the  town. 

ISSO,  July  21.  Mr.  Arnold  accepted  as  an  inhabitant :  the  Select  men  to  proride 
him  with  4  or  6  acres  of  land  as  convenient  as  may  be. 

Mr.  John  Arnold  wns  a  school-master,  and  probably  exercised  his  call- 
ing for  several  years  in  Norwich,  although  the  records  do  not  advert  to 
him  in  that  capacity.  An  allusion  occurs  to  ''  Mr.  John  Arnold,  merchant," 
who  was  doubtless  the  same  person,  as  a  variety  of  occupations,  in  a  small 
way,  were  oflcn  pursued  by  one  man  in  those  days. 

Mr.  Arnold  afterwards  removed  to  Windham,  where  his  name  is  found 
on  the  list  of  the  first  twenty-two  inhabitants.  May,  1693.  He  settled  in 
that  part  of  the  town  which  is  now  Mansfield,  and  the  records  of  the  place 
show  that  he  had  been  master  of  a  school  in  several  different  towns,  and 
had  children  bom  at  Newark,  Killingworth,  Norwich,  and  Windham.* 

Schools  in  our  early  settlements  were  only  kept  a  certain  part  of  the 
year,  varying  from  two  to  eight  or  nine  months.  In  1690,  the  Selectmen 
were  directed  to  provide  a  school-master,  the  scholars  to  pay  id,  a  week, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  salary  raised  on  the  list.  No  further  notice  is 
taken  of  schools,  town-wise,  until  1697,  when  Richard  Bushnell  is  ap- 
pointed to  keep  the  scliool  for  two  months  that  year,  and  to  be  paid  in 
land. 

In  1 098,  David  Hartshorn  was  engaged  for  the  same  time.  Here  it  is 
probable  that  the  town  school  died  out. 

In  the  year  1700,  a  startling  fact  aj)pears  in  the  indictments  of  the 
grand  jury  of  the  county : 

^^Nonoich  presented  for  want  of  a  school  to  instruct  children." 
.  That  measures  were  immediately  taken  to  remedy  this  deficiency,  we 
may  infer  from  tlie  fact  that  £6  was  added  to  the  next  year's  rate,  for 
repairing  the  school-house,  and  about  the  same  time  a  tract  of  land  was 
granted  to  David  Knight  in  payment  for  work  upon  the  meeting-house 
and  school-house. 

It  may  not  be  true  of  all  New  England,  but  in  some  portions  of  it,  for 
a  considerable  period  after  the  first  generation  had  passed  away,  educa- 
tion was  neglected ;  the  schools  were  of  an  inferior  grade,  and  very  grudg- 
ingly and  irregularly  sustained.     This  was  probably  owing  to  the  paucity 


•  Weaver's  Ancient  Windham,  p.  42.  This  Mr.  Ama!fl  was  probably  an  English- 
man, and  must  not  be  confounded  with  John  Arnold,  merchant  of  New  London,  who 
died  in  1725,  aged  73. 
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of  good  teachers,  and  the  superflaous  activity  of  the  people,  which  led 
them  to  hreak  awaj  impatiently  from  sedentary  pursuits.  But  the  inev- 
itable consequence  was,  that  the  grand-children  of  the  first  settlers  were 
more  illiterate  than  either  the  generation  before  or  afler  them. 

April  26, 1709,  the  town  passed  a  resolution,  ^that  they  will  have  a 
school-master,  according  to  law.**  Thici  emphatic  determination  seems  to 
imply  an  antecedent  neglect.  Richard  Bushnell  was  again  employed  for 
a  short  period. 

Jan.  26,  1712.    In  town  meeting,  Lieut  Joseph  Backus,  moderator : 

"  It  was  voted  that  a  good  and  suffldont  school-master  bo  appointed  to  keep  school 
the  whole  year  and  from  year  to  year ;  one  half  of  the  time  in  the  Town  Plot  and  the 
other  half  at  the  farms  in  the  several  quarters." 

At  this  period  40s.  on  the  list  of  every  thousand  pounds  was  granted  by 
the  country, — tliat  is,  by  the  General  Court,  for  the  benefit  of  schools,  and 
each  town  was  by  law  obliged  to  maintain  a  scliool  for  a  certain  part  of  the 
year. 

Afler  this  we  find  nothing  of  importance  in  regard  to  schools  until  far 
into  the  century.  The  old  course  kept  on  with  graduid  improvements  in 
teaching  and  a  wider  range  of  subjects,  but  with  no  systematic  change  of 
plan,  to  the  era  of  boarding  schools  for  misses  and  classical  schools  for 
boys. 


CHAPTER  VIL 
Town  Affairs.    Grants.    Prudential  Rboulations. 

Land  at  this  period  was  given  away  with  a  lavish  hand.  Grants  were 
often  made  in  this  indefinite  manner, — "where  he  can  find  it," — "over  the 
river," — "at  any  place  free  from  engngement  to  another," — ^**at  some  con- 
venient phice  in  tlie  common  lands," — "a  tract  not  included  in  former 
granLV — ^**what  land  may  be  suitable  for  him," — "as  much  as  he  needs 
in  any  undivided  land,"  &c  A  man  obtains  a  lot,  "for  the  conveniency 
of  joining  his  lands  together," — another  five  or  six  acres  "in  order  to 
straiten  his  line," — and  frequently  in  lieu  of  a  lap^  of  somebody  else,  on 
his  land.     These  laps^  owing  to  imperfect  surveys,  were  very  numerous. 

Several  of  the  original  home-lots  measured  double  their  nominal  extent; 
the  convenient  tenns,  more  or  less,  used  in  the  grant,  fortifying  the  owner's 
right.  Often  the  grants  were  not  only  indefinite  in  situation  and  extent, 
but  imperfectly  recorded,  and  without  date.  In  1G81,  a  resolution  passed, 
that  if  no  otlicr  date  could  be  ascertained  for  the  grant  of  any  inhabitant, 
it  was  to  tike  date  from  tliat  period,  and  the  title  remain  good  and  firm. 
Committees  were  frequently  appointed  to  ascertain  dates  and  add  them  to 
the  old  book  of  records.  In  1683,  one  hundred  acres  of  land — "where 
he  can  find  it" — is  granted  to  Capt.  Fitch,  "for  being  helpful  to  the  town 
Recorder,  in  making  a  new  record  of  lands."  This  gentleman  commenced 
a  register  of  the  proprietary  lands,  in  a  volume  distinct  from  the  town 
books.  It  is  endorsed  thus,  "Norwich  Book  of  Records  of  the  River 
Lands.  Capt.  James  Fitch  writt  this  booke."  This  register  was  after- 
wards partially  copied  and  continued  by  Richard  Bushnell  and  othere, 
Clerks  of  the  Pioprieton?,  until  the  year  1740,  when  the  final  division  of 
the  common  lands  was  made,  the  accounts  of  the  proprietors  closed,  and 
their  interests  merged  in  those  of  the  town. 

Grants  were  uniformly  made  by  a  town  vote.     Examples  : 

1GG9.  "  Granted  to  one  of  Goodman  Tracie's  sonncs  100  akcrs  of  land  in  y*  diWsion 
of  y*  out  Innds. 

"  Grrtntcd  to  Serpent  Wntcrmnn  lil)crty  to  lay  down  twenty  acres  of  upland  over 
SliowtiK'ket  river,  and  take  it  up  af^ain  on  tlio  same  side  of  the  river,  against  Potapaug 
Iiilln,  adjoining;  to  some  other  lands  he  in  to  take  up,  and  tho  town  leaves  it  to  the  moas- 
urcrs  to  jud^o  respectinr;  any  meadow  that  may  fall  within  the  compass  of  it,  whether 
it  may  bo  reasonable  to  allow  it  to  him  or  not." 
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"  Granted  to  Mr.  Brewster  and  John  Glorer  two  bits  of  land  on  the  oast  side  of 
Showtncket  riyer,  near  their  own  land,  they  two  with  the  help  of  Goodman  Eldorkin 
to  agree  peaceably  abont  the  division  of  it  between  them,  and  in  case  they  cant  well 
agree  abont  the  division  then  it  falls  to  the  town  again." 

"  Granted  to  Ch'  Hantington,  Sen',  an  addition  to  his  land  at  Beaver  Brook  to  the 
quantity  of  seven  or  eight  acres  to  bring  his  lot  to  the  place  where  the  great  brook  turns 
with  an  elbow." 

In  1682  we  find  the  following  entry : 

"It  is  voted  y*  there  shall  be  a  book  procured  at  town  charge  for  tlie  recording  of 
lands,  and  allso  a  boat  cumpas  and  y^  there  shall  be  allowed  to  any  of  tlie  inhabitants 
of  this  towne  to  make  a  new  survey  of  their  land  provided  they  take  their  neibors  with 
y"^  whose  land  lyeth  adjoining  to  them." 


To  the  confusion  produced  by  contradictory  deeds,  grants  without 
date,  and  careless  surveys,  was  added  that  of  undefined  town  limits.  This 
led  to  vexatious  and  long-continued  disputes  with  the  Indians,  and  after- 
wards with  the  neighboring  towns.  The  Selectmen  were  obliged  to  per- 
ambulate the  bounds,  in  company  with  a  committee  from  the  adjoining 
towns,  every  year,  and  to  see  that  the  boundaries  and  meres  were  kept  up. 
The  preservation  of  boundaries,  both  public  and  private,  was  extremely 
difficult,  where  the  only  marks  were  a  white  oak  tree,  or  a  black  oak  with 
a  crotch, — a  tree  with  a  heap  of  stones  around  it, — a  twin  tree, — a  very 
large  tree, — a  great  rock, — a  sfone  set  up, — a  clump  of  chestnuts, — a  wal- 
nut with  a  limb  lopped  off, — a  birch  with  some  gashes  in  it,  &c  If  a  man 
set  up  a  stone  in  the  corner  of  his  grant,  witli  his  initials  marked  on  it, 
he  was  much  more  precise  than  his  neighbors.  A  strip  of  land,  about 
three  miles  in  breadth,  lying  between  the  northern  boundary  of  New  Lon- 
don and  the  southern  of  Norwich,  gave  rise  to  much  litigation  and  contro- 
versy, not  only  among  individuals,  but  between  the  two  towns,  and  the 
whites  and  Indians.  Three  parties  claimed  it,  and  each  was  officious  in 
selling  and  conveying  it  to  individuals,  so  that  a  collision  of  claims  and 
Interests  was  inevitable.  It  was  long  before  this  affiur  was  salisfuctorily 
settled.  Many  committees  were  ap{)ointcd ;  and  the  town  hoped  to  arrange 
the  difficulty  by  referring  it,  as  far  as  they  were  concerned,  "  to  the  wor- 
shipful Samuel  Mason  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitch."  This  tract  is  now 
included  in  Montville. 

Bee.  31,  1669.  "Ordered  by  the  town  concerning  the  outlands  that  there  shall  be 
only  one  allotment  for  the  said  lands  and  every  man  shall  take  his  allotment  in  the 
place  where  God  by  his  Providence  shall  cast  it,  Mr.  Fitch  only  excepted." 

Tlie  meaning  probably  is,  that  Mr.  Fitch  had  the  liberty  of  choice,  but 
others  must  abide  by  the  lot. 

Every  enterprise  that  tended  to  advance  the  public  convenience  was 
patronized  by  a  grant  of  land.     The  advancing  settlements  began  to 
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require  a  regular  ferry  over  Shetucket  river,  about  the  year  1670.  Sam- 
uel Starr  proposed  to  keep  this  ferry,  and  for  his  encouragement  land  was 
given  him  upon  the  east  side  of  the  river,  where  he  began  to  build  and 
make  fences ;  but  soon  relinquished  his  purpose  and  forfeited  the  grant 
In  November  of  that  year,  the  town  reclaimed  the  grant  and  authorized 
reprisals ;  to  wit : 

Not.  6,  1670.  "  The  towne  havo  given  lilicrty  promising  defence  to  any  that  shall 
demolish  whatsoovor  building  or  fencing  is  done  upon  said  lands  bj  Samuel  Starr.*' 

In  1G71,  Hugh  Amos  was  engaged  to  keep  the  ferry,  and  the  land 
made  over  to  him. 

Nov.  18,  1G79.  The  ferry  plnce  over  the  Showtnrkct  slmll  be  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  Islnnd  ngninst  the  Innd  of  fxsvt.  LcfllngwcU. — The  adjoining  lands  granted  to 
Hugh  Amos  for  kcrping  the  ferry  are  to  extend  ns  far  as  his  neighbor  Uockweirs  land. 
—None  to  set  np  a  ferry  between  tliis  place  and  the  mouth  of  tlie  river." 

A  blacksmith  was  encouraged  to  enter  upon  business  by  a  similar 
reward: 

March  II,  1699.  Grante<l  to  Joseph  Bnckns  so  much  land  upon  the  hill  by  Thomas 
Post's  house,  as  may  be  needful  for  him  to  set  a  shop  and  coal-house  upon,  provided  he 
improves  it  for  the  al)ove  use. 

This  grant  was  confirmed  the  next  year.  The  place  was  between  the 
roads,  just  below  Bean  ITiU,  and  remained  in  the  Backus  family  for  three 
generations. 

July  7,  1704.  The  town  being  sensible  of  their  need  of  another  blacksmith  desire 
that  the  son  of  Cnpt.  Edmonds  of  Providence,  may  bo  invited  to  settle  in  the  town, 
engaging  that  coals  and  a  place  to  work  in,  shall  be  provided  by  ihc  town. 

This  application  was  not  successful.  Jonathan  Pierce  was  subsequently 
engaged  as  a  smith,  and  land  given  him  for  his  encouragement  both  in 
1705  and  1712. 

A  miller,  a  ferryman,  and  a  blacksmith,  were  important  personages  for 
the  infant  settlement. 

A  saw-mill  would  seem  also  to  have  been  a  desirable  acquisition,  but 
this  convenience  was  not  curly  obfjiiiicd.  In  1G80  a  grant  of  200  acres  of 
land  was  tendered  to  Capt.  Filch  for  his  encouragement  in  setting  up  a 
saw-mill.  This  was  reiterated  in  1G89,  with  the  condition  that  if  the  mill 
was  not  forthcoming  within  two  years,  the  privilege  should  be  forfeited. 
In  1G91  no  mill  had  been  built,  and  the  town  proposed  to  erect  one  on  its 
own  account.  This  wjis  not  done,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any  saw- 
mill was  set  in  operation,  within  the  town  limits,  until  about  1700. 

Ihe  first  planters  might  have  had  some  of  their  work  done  at  Mr.  Win- 
throp*s  saw-mill  on  the  river  above  New  London,  from  whence  the  trans- 
portation by  water  was  easy.     But  in  general,  the  timber  and  plank  that 
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composed  the  first  habitations  were  hewed  and  shaped  entirely  by  hand. 
Many  of  the  houses  were  covered  with  short  clapboards,  overlapped  like 
3hingleS|  and  these  were  split  and  cut  without  the  aid  of  the  saw-mill. 
The  beams  and  rafters  of  old  buildings  still  extant,  arc  scarred  witli 
hatchet  clefts.  The  axe  was  a  mighty  instrument,  when  wielded  by  these 
hardy  pioneers.  With  a  brave  heart  and  a  strong  arm  they  marched  into 
the  wilderness,  and  it  took  but  a  short  time  to  transform  a  clump  of  trees 
into  a  comfortable  dwelling. 

In  1690,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  fix  upon  a  suitable  position  for 
a  fulling-mill. 

In  1704,  Eleazer  Bumham  applied  for  "  liberty  to  set  up  a  fulling-mill 
upon  the  stream  that  runs  into  Shetucket  river  by  the  Chemical  Spring.** 
Thirty  acres  of  land  were  granted  to  encourage  the  undertaking,  and  more 
promised  if  the  enterprise  should  prove  successful. 

The  project,  however,  failed.  Competent  workmen  m  this  trade  were 
then  scarce  m  the  country.  Before  the  year  1710  there  was  but  one 
clothier  in  the  whole  colony  of  Connecticut 

The  regulation  of  swine  was  a  subject  brought  up  at  almost  every  pub- 
lic meeting  for  a  number  of  years.  Innumerable  were  the  perplexities, 
the  votes  and  the  reconsiderations  respecting  them.  Sometimes  tliey  were 
ordered  to  be  rung  and  yokedf — ^at  others  not:  sometimes  strictly  confined, 
and  then  again  suffered  to  go  at  large.  There  is  no  municipal  act  of  those 
early  days  introduced  with  such  prosy  solemnity  as  tlib  report  of  a  oom« 
mittoe  on  this  subject,  accepted  and  confirmed  by  the  town : 

"When  Frovidonco  shall  so  order,  (says  the  net,)  that  Uioro  arc  plenty  of  acorns, 
walnats  or  the  like  in  the  woods  then  it  may  bo  considered  and  determined  what  liberty 
to  grant  in  this  respect  that  the  swine  may  have  the  benefit  and  profit  of  it." 

"  In  the  time  of  acorns  we  judge  it  may  be  profitable  to  sufl:*cr  swine  two  montlis  or 
thereabouts  to  go  in  the  woods  without  rings." 

The  stringency  of  these  laws  in  regard  to  the  confinement  of  swine, 
they  justified  by  the  necessity  of  the  cose :  ^^  Our  coni-ficKIs  being  remote 
from  the  settlement  and  our  mowing  lands  not  in  one  parcel,  but  scattered 
here  and  there  through  the  town." 

Yokes  for  swine  were  to  be  two  feet  in  length,  and  six  inches  above  the 
neck. 

The  recording  of  cattle-marks  was  a  work  of  no  small  labor,  and  one 
which  the  increasing  herds  made  every  year  more  and  more  arduous. 
The  pasture  lands  being  mostly  held  in  common,  and  private  fences  often 
rude  and  insecure,  and  therefore  strays  frequent,  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  each  man's  cattle  should  bear  a  peculiar  mark,  and  that  this 
mark  should  be  made  matter  of  public  record.  These  marks  were  made 
on  the  ear,  and  were  of  this  kind — a  cross,  a  half-cross,  a  hollow  cross,  a 
flit  perpendicular,  horizontal  or  diagonal,  one,  two,  or  three  notches,  a 
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Iiennj,  two  pennies,  or  a  half-penny,  a  crop  or  a  half-crop,  a  swallow-tail, 
a  three-coniered  hole,  &c. 

All  public  affairs  were  transacted  town-wise;  and  of  course  some  mis- 
takes were  made  in  their  legislation,  which  experience  or  mature  delibera- 
tion corrected.  Occasionally,  under  a  town  vote  which  had  been  recorded, 
an  endorsement  to  this  purport  is  found :  ^'  Ondou  next  meeting." 

All  the  effective  males  turned  out  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  to  labor 
on  the  highways,  or  to  build  and  repair  briilgcs.  Two  horse-bridges  were 
very  early  erected  over  the  Yantit!,  at  each  end  of  the  town-plot ;  and 
before  many  years,  six  bridges  over  the  same  river  were  maintained  by 
tlie  town. 

The  roads  leading  into  the  country,  and  from  town  to  town,  were  at  first 
merely  foot  or  bridle  path?.  It  was  a  great  advance  when  they  were 
widened  or  clwircd  into  cart-paths.  Hie  path  to  New  Londaii  was  exceed- 
ingly rough  and  circuitous,  with  several  pitclies  meriting  the  name  of 
break-necks.  The  paUi  to  ConnecticiUj  oflen  referred  to  in  old  records, 
was  the  road  leading  westward  through  Colchester,  toward  Hartford  and 
Wethersfield. 

Hie  town  street  was  originally  laid  out  four  rods  wide  in  the  narrowest 
part.  Most  of  tlie  brandies  or  side-roads,  leading  into  the  woods,  were 
kept  as  pent-ways,  closed  with  gates  or  bars.  Mill-lane  was  the  regular 
avenue  to  the  old  Landing  Place.  There  was  no  direct  path  to  that  rock- 
incumbercd,  forest-crowned  Point  between  the  rivers,  where  now  an  im- 
l)osing  city  sits  upon  the  liill,  with  her  shining  garments  trailing  far  around 
her.  The  road  tJiither  from  Mill-lanc  and  No-man*s  Acre  was  very  cir- 
cuitou.s,  following  the  turns  of  the  river  and  the  declivities  of  the  hills. 
The  wiiole  point  was  considered  scnrccly  worth  a  pine-tree  shilling.  For 
the  fir-^t  fif\y  years,  almost  the  sole  use  made  of  that  quarter  of  the  town 
was  for  a  sheep-walk,  and  for  that  purpose  it  was  kept  within  fence  and 
gate. 

1670.  "  It  ifl  onlercd  if  any  person  shall  pass  with  horso  or  cattle  over  tlic  general 
fonco  anil  ho  cumo  through  the  Little  Pluiu,  to  or  from  the  town,  ho  shall  pay  a  fino  of 
5  shillingn." 

A  gntc  was  mriinlaincd  at  the  town  charge  below  the  house  of  John 
Ivt'ynoM.j,  auotlicr  at  Thomas  llliss's,  or  LcfTingweirs  corner,  a  third  at 
the  end  of  the  Orren  by  Mr.  Fitch's,  a  fourth  at  Quarter-bridge  lane,^ 
near  the  liouscjs  of  John  Calkins  and  Samuel  Griswold,  and  a  fifth  at 
Slcplu^n  ^Merrick's  on  Bean  II ill. 

The  fi'ucos  were  a  conlinual  source  of  vexation.  One  of  the  duties 
eiijoinod  upon  the  townsmen  was,  "that  they  take  effectual  care  to  secure 
the  fields  in  which  is  our  livelihood."  The  winter  was  the  season  for 
making  fences  and  cutting  bushes.     It  was  repeatedly  ordered  that  all 
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front  fences  should  be  done  up  by  the  first  of  March,  nnd  the  general 
fences  hy  the  first  of  April.  Tlie  front  fences  were  to  be  ^'a  £\wii  niyle  or 
equivalent  to  it,  and  the  general  fences  a  three  rayle  or  equivalent  to  it." 
Aderwards  a  lawful  fence  upon  plain  ground  was  thus  defined — ^^  A  good 
three  rail  fence,  four  feet  high ;  or  a  good  hedge,  or  pole  fence,  well  staked, 
four  and  a  half  feet  high."  Two  pounds  were  erected  in  1 669,  one  at 
each  end  of  the  town,  which  appear  to  have  had  plenty  of  occupants ;  for 
cattle,  swine,  sheep  and  goats  often  roamed  at  large,  and  trespasses  were 
frequent. 

March  2,  1685-6.  "Voted  tliat  tho  town  will  cat  bashes  two  days  this  ensacing 
year ;  one  day  on  'ye  hilli  the  other  in  ye  town,  and  that  the  townsmen  procure  hay- 
seed at  the  town  charge." 

In  1 687,  the  order  for  bush-cutting  was  repeated  in  urgent  terms,  as 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  successful  raising  of  sheep  and  swine,  and 
the  townsmen  were  empowered  to  call  out  for  the  customary  two  days' 
service,  all  the  inhabitants .  between  fourteen  and  seventy  years  of  age, 
farmers  only  excepted. 

The  inhabitants  being  principally  employed  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
their  trading  must  have  been  chiefly  in  the  way  of  barter.  Clothing  and 
provisions  formed  the  circulating  currency.  Loaded  boats,  however,  fre-. 
quently  passed  up  and  down  the  river,  and  tho  beginning  of  connnerco 
was  soon  beheld  at  the  old  Landing  Place. 

No  shopkeeper  or  merchant  appears  among  the  early  inluihifants.  Li- 
cidental  allusions  are  found  to  tofn|)orary  traders,  hut  fur  a  cunsiderahle 
period  most  of  the  commodities  required  for  comfortable  house-keeping, 
not  pixxluced  among  themselves,  were  probably  procured  at  New  London. 
Alexanger  Pygan,  an  early  merchant  of  that  place,  but  originally  from 
Saybrook  and  doubtless  well  acquainted  with  Norwich  people,  luul  many 
customers  among  them,  receiving  in  return  lor  his  merchandize,  the  rich 
produce  of  the  field,  the  stall,  and  the  dairy.  A  note-book  of  Air.  Pygan 
has  been  preserved,  which  contains  the  names  of  thirty-two  persons  in 
"Norwich  and  Windam,"  with  whom  he  had  accounts  before  1700. 

Inn-keepers  were  considered  as  town  officers.  The  appointment  was  one 
of  honor  and  respectability,  and  to  obtain  a  licen:*e  to  keep  a  House  of 
Entertainment,  a  man  must  be  of  good  report  and  possessed  of  a  comfort- 
able estate.  The  first  of  whom  we  have  any  notice  was  Thomas  AVatcr- 
mai(. 

"Dec.  11,  1679.  Agi-ced  and  voted  by  y*  town  y*  Sergont  Tliomas  Wntennan  is 
desired  to  kccpe  the  ordynary.  And  for  his  encouragement  he  is  granted  four  ackers 
of  puster  land  where  he  can  convcnycntly  find  it  ny  about  the  valley  goiug  from  his 
house  into  the  woods." 
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To  Lim  succeeded,  about  1690,  Dca.  Simon  Huntington.    Under  date 
of  Dec.  18,  1G94,  is  the  following  appointment: 


"  The  towne  makes  choise  of  calib  ubell  to  keep  ordinari  or  a  hooBO  of  entcrtajne- 
ment  for  this  ycare  or  till  another  be  choosen.' 


»$ 


In  1700,  liberty  was  given  to  Thomas  Leilingwell  to  keep  a  House  of 
Entertainment.  This  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  commencement  of  the 
famous  Lcffrngwell  tavern,  at  the  east  corner  of  tlie  Town-plot,  which  was 
continued  for  more  than  a  hundred  years. 

In  170G,  Simon  Huntington,  Jr.,  was  licensed;  in  1709,  Joseph  Rey*. 
nolds. 

Dec  1,  1713.     "Sargent  William  Hide  is  chosen  Tavenier." 

Th<!se  were  in  Ihe  town-plot 

The  frequency  of  taverns  in  the  early  days  of  the  country,  when  the 
|)opiilati(m  was  slender  and  tnivelers  wei-e  few,  excites  some  surprise. 
But  our  English  ancestors  had  a  prescriptive  love  for  a  common  gather- 
ing-place,— not  a  bar-room,  nor  a  caravansery,  nor  even  a  club,  but  a  fire- 
side, a  porcii,  or  a  bench  under  the  trees,  wiiere  current  events  and  private 
opinions  might  be  circulated,  and  a  kind  of  "portico  parliament"  held, 
with  an  accompaniment  of  a  mug  of  flip  or  a  drawing  of  cider.  They 
luive  sent  down  to  us  a  maxim  which  their  own  practice  contittdicted : 

"  Taverns  are  not  for  town-dwellers." 

The  following  order  shows  that  an  erroneous  principle  prevailed  among 
the  authorities  of  the  town,  viz.,  that  cliurch-menibcrship  conveyed  civil 
rights  and  privileges.  A  regulation  so  remarkably  prescriptive  and  sect- 
arian in  its  bearing,  could  not  have  been  long  enforced  in  a  mixed  and 
rapidly  increasing  community.  It  has  more  of  the  Blue-law  tincture  tliaii 
any  other  item  upon  the  records  of  the  town. 

Dec.  11,  1679.    Agreed  nnd  voted  at  a  town  mcctinjj, — 

"  Tlint  the  power  and  privilege  of  voting  in  town  meetings  in  ordering  any  town 
afTuirfi  rdiall  only  liclong  to  tltone  who  are  the  purchasers  of  the  said  plantation  and  con- 
seqnrntly  to  their  lawful  heirs  and  not  to  any  others  who  have  been  or  shall  bo  admit- 
ted to  lie  iidialiitants  upon  other  considerations.  Only  it  is  granted  to  those  who  are 
or  shall  1h3  cliurch  memhcrs,  in  full  communion,  equal  privileges  with  as  in  the  obovo 
mentioned  town  concerns." 

WEARS. 

Mnrch  7,  1686.  "  Shetucket  river  from  the  mouth  to  tlio  crotch  of  Quinnebang  is 
granted  to  Scrg*  Rich*  Rushnell  and  three  others  with  liberty  to  increase  the  number 
to  ttcffvf  or  twenty  for  the  purpose  of  making  wears  and  taking  fish  for  the  term  of  seven 
years,  they  attending  to  those  things  that  arc  customary  in  other  places  in  Now  Eng- 
land in  rcs])cct  to  opening  tho  wcaros." 
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Great  care  was  taken  to  admit  no  inhabitants  tliat  were  not  industrious 
and  of  good  moral  character.  Transient  persons,  and  those  who  hud  no 
particuhir  way  of  getting  a  livelihoody  were  quickly  warned  out  of  town. 

A  few  instances  will  be  given  to  show  the  solicitude  of  the  townsmen 
to  keep  the  community  free  from  vagi*ants  and  contemners  of  law  and 
order. 

"  At  a  towno  meeting  January  24, 1678,  the  Towne  haTing  scryonsly  considered  the 
desires  of  Frederick  Kllis  letherdrossor  ro6i>ecting  liiii  admission  into  the  towno  to  sot 
up  and  make  improvement  of  liis  trade, — we  hearing  some  things  y^  doe  apeare  nmch 
discouraging  and  allso  his  comeing  to  us  not  being  so  orderly  haveing  no  testymony 
from  the  place  from  whence  he  came  of  his  comely  behaviour  among  iliem  but /reports 
passing  rather  to  the  contrary,  yet  notwithstanding  he  bemg  providentially  amongst  us 
we  are  willing  to  take  a  tryall  of  liim  for  one  yearo  provided  y*  if  ho  carryoth  not 
comely  and  comfortably  amongst  us  y^  he  shall  now  at  his  entrance  give  security  under 
his  hand  y*  upon  a  warning  given  him  by  the  Select  Men  of  the  town  he  shall  witlioui 
delayes  remove  his  dwelling  from  us." 

With  the  passage  of  this  vote,  space  for  a  tannery  was  granted  to  Ellis 
upon  Hammer  brook,  and  seven  acres  of  land  promised  conditionally,  but 
after  a  short  trial  a  collision  occurred  between  him  and  the  town  authori- 
ties, which  ended  in  his  expubion  from  the  place,  and  a  fruitless  resort  on 
his  part  to-  the  courts  for  redress. 

"  1692. — ^Wliereas  Hichard  Elsinghnm  and  Ephraim  Philips  have  petitioned  this 
town  that  they  may  live  hero  one  year,  the  town  do  agree  that  they  may  dwell  licro  the 
year  ensuing,  provided  that  they  then  provide  for  thenuielves  elsewhere." 

No  exchange  or  alienation  of  house-lots  and  no  sale  of  lands  could  be 
made  without  the  consent  of  the  town.  If  a  man  sold  house  or  land  with- 
out first  tendering  it  to  the  town  and  obtaining  pcnnission,  (he  compact 
was  declared  null  and  void.  An  early  exchange  of  allotments,  made  by 
Wade  and  Abcll,  is  recorded  with  a  ccrcnioniou.s  preamble : 

"Forasmuch  as  in  Anno  Dom  1677,  January  1,  Ciilcb  Abel  and  Rultert  Wiulo  by 
mutual  agreement  and  consent  of  their  wives  did  then  see  cause  to  make  an  exchange 
of  their  home-lots,  making  over  the  ])roi>erty  each  to  other  by  deed,"  &c. 

[Confirmed  by  the  town,  and  signed  by  Kobert  Wade  and  his  wife  Susannah,  Caleb 
Abel  and  his  wife  Margaret.] 

In  1704,  Tliomas  Rood  sold  his  house  and  land  without  the  consent  of 
the  town,  and  the  sale  was  declared  null  and  void. 

The  Annual  Town  Meeting  was  held  at  first  in  February,  but  afterward 
in  December.  Warnings  for  town  meetings  were  set  u[)  six  days  before 
the  time,  at  the  smith's  shop,  (between  the  roads,)  at  the  corner  of  the 
Green,  at  Ensign  LeflingwelPs,  and  other  conspicuous  places.  The  meet- 
ings were  opened  at  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  must  be  dismissed  half  an  hour 
before  sunset,  at  the  latest. 
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Sheep-  Walks  and  a  Shepherd,  Several  sheep-walks  were  laid  out  in 
different  parts  of  the  town,  to  accommodate  the  several  districts.  One 
of  these  was  at  Wcquonuek  Plains,  and  anolher,  agi*eed  upon  in  lG7d, 
lay  ''between  the  Great  River  and  the  Great  Plain,"  reaching  south  to 
Trading  Cove. 

Two  others  were  reserved  expressly  for  the  benefit  of  sheep-owners 
living  in  the  town-plot^  and  not  for  farmers,  and  were  called  the  East  and 
West  sheep-walks.  These  remained  long  intact.  The  eastern  reserva- 
tion, of  900  acres,  covered  the  Point  between  the  rivers,  now  the  central 
part  of  Norwich  City.  No  special  appointment  of  a  shepherd  to  preside 
over  this  walk  has  been  found.  The  west  sliccp-walk,  of  700  acres,  ex- 
tended over  West  Wawecos  Ilill,  and  Richard  Pasmoth  was  appointed  the 
shepherd,  Feb.  12,  1G82.  Ho  was  to  have  a  salary  of  40s.  per  annum, 
and  twelve  acres  of  land  on  the  hill  for  a  house-lot,  and  the  sheep-owners 
were  to  take  their  turns  with  him  in  guarding  and  folding  the  flock  on  the 
Lord's  days. 

Sheep-raising,  however,  was  never  carried  to  its  expected  extent  in 
Norwich,  and  in  172G  the  two  reservations  were  relinquished  and  divided 
as  commons  among  the  inhabitants,  according  to  the  following  general 
principles : 

No  one  to  have  less  than  a  fifty-pound  share. 

First-comers  who  had  fallen  in  estate,  to  be  rated  as  at  first. 

All  other  shares  to  be  laid  out  according  to  estates  in  the  list. 


CHAPTER  Vin. 

Indian  Histobt.     Attempts  or  Mr.  Eitoii  to  Cubistianizn  thn  Indians. 

Philip's  Wab. 

The  Mohegans  were  eager  to  exchange  their  services  for  the  food, 
clothing  and  other  comforts  which  thej  received  from  the  English.  Many 
of  them  erected  wigwams  in  the  vicinitj  of  the  settlers,  and  some  even  in 
their  home-lots.  The  plantation  soon  swarmed  with  them,  and  the  whites 
found  them  rather  troublesome  neighbors.  Their  habits  of  indolence, 
lying  and  pilfering  were  inveterate.  At  first,  a  strong  hope  of  converting 
them  to  Christianity  was  very  generally  entertained,  but  the  major  part  of 
the  planters  soon  relinquished  the  task  in  despair.  It  was  now  found  a 
work  of  no  small  difficulty  to  shako  them  off,  or  to  keep  them  in  due  sub- 
jection and  order.  Laws  were  repeatedly  made  for  their  removal  from 
the  town,, but  still  they  remained.  Restrictions  of  varioiis  kinds  were 
thrown  around  them  ;  a  fine  of  IO5.  was  imposed  on  every  one  who  should 
be  found  drunk  in  the  place ;  the  person  who  should  fumisli  un  Indian 
with  ammunition  of  any  kind,  was  amerced  20s.,  but  they  were  neither 
driven  away,  nor  their  morals  improved. 

The  Indian  of  that  day, — the  one  with  whom  the  early  settlers  had  to 
deal, — was  a  heathen  of  the  most  untameable  species.  He  would  readily 
fall  into  vicious  habits,  but  if  he  made  any  advance  in  civilization,  it  was 
accompanied  with  a  tendency  to  relapse,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to 
be  cautious  in.  trusting  him,  even  when  he  seemed  the  safest.  Vagrancy 
was  his  nature  and  his  habit,  and  he  was  moreover  deceitful  and  tliievish 
beyond  remedy. 

With  such  a  people  swarming  around  them,  the  path  of  the  settlers, 
however  beautifully  embellished  with  roses  in  other  respects,  was  beset 
with  troublesome  thorns.  There  is  no  race  of  men  whom  it  has  been 
found  so  difficult  to  civilize  and  Christianize,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pre- 
serve and*  render  prosperous,  as  the  Aborigines  of  America.  A  change 
of  their  wild  habits  leads  by  degrees,  more  or  less  rapid,  to  extinction. 

The  conversion  of  these  Indians  was  a  cherished  object,  with  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Fitch.  He  continually  sought  opportunities  for  sowing  the  seed,  and 
his  earnest  faith  and  large-hearted  chanty  made  him  hopeful  of  the  bar- 
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vest.  lie  cultivated  an  intercourse  with  the  tribe,  and  made  use  of  every 
opportunity  for  acquiring  their  language. 

Most  of  tlie  early  settlers  of  Norwich  gleaned  enough  of  the  Indian 
tongue  to  be  able  to  chafier  and  chat  with  their  vagrant  visitors,  and  learn 
Uie  general  news  of  the  tribe.  The  Indians  on  their  part  were  equally 
venturesome  and  successful  in  their  inroads  upon*  the  English  speech* 
But  Mr.  Fitch,  having  a  great  purpose  in  view,  pursued  the  study  of  the 
native  tongue  with  system  and  a  fair  measure  of  success.  After  a  few 
years  he  was  able  not  only  to  instruct  in  private,  or  with  an  interpreter, 
but  could  8|)cak  in  a  way  to  be  understood  and  appreciated  in  assemblies 
of  the  tribe. 

With  the  sachems  and  chiefs,  Christianity  was  never  popular ;  not  all 
their  reverence  for  Mr.  Fitch  and  the  benefits  he  heaped  upon  them,  could 
induce  them  to  accept  his  doctrine  and  worship  the  Being  whom  he  adored. 
Uncas  and  Owaneco,  it  is  true,  fluctuated  somewhat  in  their  bearing  toward 
Uie  subject,  but  at  heart  were  never  its  favorers,  and  TVawequaw,  the 
brother  of  Uncas,  a  chief  of  power  and  influence,  if  we  may  beUeve  tra- 
dition, was  invariiibly  hostile. 

But  among  the  poorer,  gentler,  and  more  scattered  families,  particularly 
among  the  tributaries  and  those  adopted  from  other  tribes,  who  were  often 
oppressed  by  Uncas,  Mr.  Fitch  found  willing  ears  and  accessible  hearts. 
Here  the  gospel  seemed  to  come  as  into  a  prepared  place,  bringing  with  it 
peace  and  comfort^  Mr.  Fitch  rejoiced  over  these  poor  people  as  over 
lost  children  that  had  been  found,  and  collected  them  into  a  small  commu- 
nity, setting  over  them  instructors  and  guardians  from  among  themselves, 
whom  lie  himself  taught  and  trained  for  their  oflTice. 

The  war  witli  Philip  commenced  in  June,  1675,  and  raged  about  flfteen 
months.  Mr.  Fitch  was  an  active  agent  and  valued  counselor  of  the  gov- 
ernment. Norwich  and  Stonington  were  frontier  towns,  and  consequently 
kept  during  the  whole  course  of  the  war  in  a  state  of  excitement  and 
apprehension.  Alarming  rumors  swept  over  them  with  every  wind.  Sol- 
diers from  all  quarters,  horse  and  foot,  came  among  them  for  rendezvous ; 
bands  of  friendly  Indians,  apparreled  for  war,  made  these  their  starting- 
points  ;  and  often  other  parties,  connected  with  the  hostile  tribes,  forlorn, 
abjcTt,  famished,  came  from  their  haunts  to  take  whatever  doom — ^kind- 
ness, captivity,  or  death — might  be  awarded  to  them. 

Of  these  incidents,  interesting  and  exciting  as  they  are,  the  town  records 
furnish  no  information.  Indian  regulations  and  warlike  proceedings  were 
affairs  of  the  general  government,  and  not  of  selectmen  and  constables. 
We  must  therefore  look  elsewhere  for  mementoes  of  the  war.* 

•  The  ntitlior  lins  very  cnrcfully  prepared  the  following  review  of  Philip's  war.  The 
principal  facln  may  ho  verified  from  tho  second  volume  of  Conn.  Col.  Records,  hut 
various  hints,  dates  and  minor  circumstances  have  been  gathered  from  county  court 
papers,  and  other  local  MSS.,  public  or  private. 
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A  rapid  sketch  of  the  shifting  scenes  presented  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Norwich  during  this  period  of  alarm,  is  all  that  can  be  here  attempted. 
The  picture  would  servo,  with  a  change  of  names  and  some  variation  uf 
detail,  for  almost  every  town  then  lying  upon  the  barbarian  frontier. 

In  July,  1675,  those  vague  alarms  that  had  occasionally  swept  out  of 
the  wilderness,  became  embodied  in  startling  reports  of  hostile  Indians 
prowling  in  the  vicinity.  An  invasion  was  apprehended,  a  night  watch 
was  established ;  several  houses  at  mtervals  along  the  street  were  fortified, 
and  householders  lay  down  to  sleep  with  loaded  muskets  by  their  side. 

Brewster,  Mason,  and  Tracy,  the  train-band  officers  of  the  town,  were 
summoned  to  attend  upon  Capt.  Wait  Winthrop,  with  a  certain  number  of 
men,  and  assist  in  an  expedition  into  the  Narragansett  country,  to  prevent 
that  tribe,  if  possible,  from  joining  the  party  of  Philip.*  Uncas  came  to 
consult  with  Mr.  Fitch,  and  Mr.  Filch  visited  the  Pequots  to  see  if  all 
was  right  in  that  quarter.  The  Indians  consented  to  join  the  English,  but 
apparently  with  a  doubtful  mind,  and  inclined  to  take  that  side  only 
because  it  was  the  strongest.! 

Of  Uncas  the  English  had  at  first  deep  distrust.  Ho  professed  great 
friendship  in  lib  consultation  with  Mr.  Fitch,  but  the  latter  thought  it 
prudent  that  he  should  be  induced  to  commit  himself  as  soon  as  |)ossibley 
by  some  act  of  hostility  against  Philip.  The  sachem  saw  where  his  inter- 
est lay,  and  consented  to  engage  in  immediate  action.  Before  the  ci)d  of 
July,  fifty  Mohegan  warriors,  staunch  and  well  capfti'isoncd,  under  the 
command  of  Owaneco,  who  had  two  other  sons  or  near  relatives  of  Uncas 
with  him,  were  ready  to  start  for  Boston,  there  to  offer  their  services 
against  tlie  Pocasset  chief.  They  paused  in  Norwich  to  obtain  letters 
from  Mr.  Fitch  and  Lieut.  Mason,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  Ihiy.  At 
Boston  the  two  younger  chiefs  were  retained  as  liostages,  but  Owaneco 
and  his  men  were  dispatched  to  join  the  Massachusetts  forces  then  in  the 
field.  It  was  this  party  that  on  the  1st  of  August  fell  ujk)!!  the  rear  of 
Philip's  retreating  force,  at  Rehuboth  plain,  and  killed  a  number  of  his 
men, — among  them  one  of  his  bravest  euptains,  named  Woonashuni,  alias 

Nimrod4 

Major  Pynchon  of  Springfield,  in  a  letter  to  Gov.  Winthrop  of  Con- 
necticut, Aug.  7,  1675,  observes: 

"  If  y*  Pequot  ladians  and  Moheags  would  now  pursue  Philip  while  ho  is  faint  and 
weary  it  would  be  the  best  service,  and  so  likewise  for  our  unny :  for  y*  Indians  suy  ho 
hath  left  his  country  wholly ;  so  that  it  is  to  noe  purpose  to  be  there,  neither  is  there 
any  need  of  fear  about  Norwich  ."§ 

*  Lieut.  Tracy  was  the  Quartermaster  or  Commissary  of  the  expedition.  Conn. 
Col.  Rec,  2,  332.  t  Ibid.,  2,  336. 

X  Increase  Mather's  Hist,  of  Philip's  War,  Drake's  excellent  edition,  p.  65. 

§  Ibid.,  Appendix,  p.  238. 
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At  this  time,  Joshua,  another  son  of  Uncas,  took  the  field  with  a  band 
of  thirty  Indians,  and  went  up  bj  the  waj  of  Hartford,  to  scour  the  woods 
in  the  route  of  the  retreating  foe.     He  was  at  Hadley,  Aug.  9tli.* 

In  the  latter  part  of  August,  a  body  of  Nipmug  Indians,  comprising 
twenty  or  thirty  families,  126  in  all,  surrendered  themselves  to  Uncas* 
LieuL  Mason  also,  with  a  party  of  volunteers,  whites  and  Indians,  made  a 
hasty  march  into  the  wilderness,  to  secure  a  troop  of  timid,  unsettled,  wan* 
dering  Indians,  allies  of  Philip,  that  had  been  arrested  in  their  flight  west* 
wanl  by  the  friendly  Wnbequasscts,  and  detained  for  English  supcrvision-f 
These  were  broiiglit  to  Mohcgan  and  delivered  in  charge  to  Uncas,  but 
the  greater  part  were  afterward  transferred  to  Boston. 

During  the  month  of  September,  the  Mohegans  and  Pequots  were  out 
with  their  whole  force.  Every  able-bodied  man  among  them  was  engaged 
in  the  various  forays  nguinst  the  enemy,  generally  attached  to  some  Eng- 
lish command,  but  under  little  restraint  in  regard  to  forage  and  plunder. 

^fajor  Pynchcon,  in  a  letter  to  the  Council  of  Connecticut  notices 
among  the  forces  in  the  field,  "Tliase  English  that  have  gone  out  of  Nor- 
wich with  Lt.  Browne  and  about  80  Pequots  and  some  Mohegans."} 

LieuL  Maf^on,  also,  had  a  hundred  or  more  of  the  warriors  of  these 
tribes  under  his  command,  and  marched  with  them  to  Hartford,  from 
whence  they  joined  the  expedition  into  western  Massachusetts  under  Major 
Treat.§  Smaller  scouting  parties  under  Uncas  himself,  or  some  of  his 
family,  were  frequently  making  excursions  towards  the  Nipmuck  countryi 
and  bringing  home  prisoners  or  booty. 

In  Oclober  the  alarm  increased.  A  portion  of  the  enemy  were  retiring 
from  Narrngansctt  to  the  interior,  and  were  supposed  to  be  gradually  ap- 
proaching Norwich.  The  wildest  rumors  prevailed,  and  great  apprehen- 
sion wa.s  excited.  The  power  and  resources  of  Philip  and  the  number 
and  strength  of  his  nllies  were  greatly  exaggerated.  At  length  a  report 
came  that  Philip  with  400  men  was  meditating  a  desperate  attack  upon 
Norwich,  an<l  on  the  15th  of  October  the  Council  at  Hartford  ordered 
forty  soldiers  to  march  immediately  to  the  defence  of  the  place.  The 
rumor  seems  to  have  been  without  foundation,  but  when  the  next  levies 
were  mmlo,  New  London  County,  being  considered  in  jeopardy,  was 
exempted  from  furnishing  its  quot<i.  A  company  was  however  organized 
from  the  four  towns,  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  any  exigency,  and 
placed  under  the  command  of  Capt.  John  Winthrop.  Norwich  furnished 
twenty  men,  to  whom  were  joined  a  band  of  Mohegan  auxiliaries,  forming 
a  company,  with  Cnpt.  Mason  and  Lieut.  LefTmgwell  for  their  immediate 
oflicers. 


•  Conn.  Col.  Ucc,  2,  348,  49.  t  Il>id.,  2,  355. 

I  Ibid.,  2.  348.  f  Ibid.,  2,  306. 
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On  the  2d  of  November,  the  Commissioners  declared  war  against  the 
Narragansetts,  and  the  whole  country  started  into  immediate  action.  A 
thousand  men  were  to  be  raised:  the  proportion  of  Connecticut  was  315 ; 
of  New  London  County,  70 ;  of  Norwidi,  18 : — ^all  to  be  equipped  with 
arms  and  ammunition  and  to  be  in  the  field  by  the  10th  of  December. 

The  rendezvous  was  at  New  London.  The  towns  were  scoured  for 
provisions ;  the  county  was  embargoed  for  two  months,  and  wheat,  cheese, 
beef,  pork,  Lidian  com,  oats  and  rum  were  seized  and  sequestered  for  the 
army  wherever  they  could  be  found  in  quantities  beyond  the  necessary 
demands  of  their  owners.  Wheat  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  bushels 
was  hastily  baked  into  biscuits.  Ten  men  fram  every  county  were  fur- 
nished with  hatchets,  instead  of  swords  and  guns,  to  clear  the  way  through 
the  thickets. 

Major  Treat  went  forward  with  the  army.  Norwich  was  on  the  frontier, 
and  at  the  mercy  of  hostile  Indians  who  might  suddenly  cross  the  Quino- 
baug  and  jpake  a  dashing  raid  upon  the  settlement,  with  every  prospect  of 
success,  while  so  many  of  her  best  men  were  in  the  field.  In  gi*eat  alarm 
she  applied  to  the  Council  of  War  for  a  guard,  and  twenty-six  men  were 
accordingly  detailed  ''to  lye  in  garrison  at  Norwich." 

And  now  the  colonies  resounded  with  the  deep  echoes  of  the  Narragan- 
sett  fort  fight«  which  gave  such  a  mournful  notoriety  to  December  19th. 
Eighty  out  of  Major  Treat's  little  army  were  slain  or  fuUdly  wounded, 
188  more  disabled  from  duty,  and  he  hastened  back  to  New  London  with 
his  battered  forces.  The  gallant  Capt.  John  Mason,  fearfully  wounded, 
but  not  yet  despairing  of  recovery,  was  brought  by  the  aid  of  his  Imlian 
warriors  with  great  care  to  his  own  home.  Nine  of  his  little  company 
were  killed  or  badly  wounded,  one  of  whom  was  Thomas  Ilowunl,  who  is 
usually  classed  among  the  fii*st  band  of  Norwich  proprietors.  He  was  lefl 
dead  u|)on  the  field  of  battle.  CapL  I^lason  also  ultimately  died  of  his 
wounds,  Sept.  18,  1G7G.* 

This  was  emphatically  the  winter  of  gloom.  Norwich  was  a  garrisoned 
town ;  twenty  or  thirty  soldiera  were  quartered  upon  the  inhabitants ;  a 
block-house  was  built ;  private  houses  were  fortified.  It  was  a  general 
order  throughout  the  colony,  that  the  inhabitants  should  carry  arms  and 
ammunition  with  tlicm  to  every  public  meeting ;  but  at  this  time,  u|k>u  the 
frontier,  it  was  necessary  to  keep  a  loaded  musket  continually  at  hand,  and 
to  be  well  ai*med  in  passing  from  house  to  house,  and  especially  in  driving 

*  Capt.  Gallop  of  Groton,  who  commanded  the  Mohcgans  and  Pc(juots,  was  sluin  in 
the  battle. 

"  It  liath  pleased  God  to  humble  us,  by  translating  to  rest  out  of  the  bed  of  honour 
in  the  service  of  Christ,  severall  worthy  and  valiant  comanders  and  souUlicrs  both  of 
ours  and  yours."  Letter  from  Gov.  and  Council  of  Mass.  to  Gov.  and  Council  of 
Conn,  after  Narragansett  fort  fight.     Col.  Rec.  Conn.,  2, 399. 


HISTORY    OF    NOBWIGH.  109 

cattle  or  tending  sheep.  The  woods  were  supposed  to  be  haunted  with 
prowling  enemies.  The  Indians  around  them,  quick,  fearful,  and  imagin- 
ative as  children,  with  their  rumors  and  fancies  increased  the  general 
excitement.  Uncas,  thougli  in  the  main  a  valuable  allj  to  the  whites,  and 
attesting  his  friendship  bj  numerous  expeditions  and  blows  in  their  behalfy 
jet  conceiving  that  his  own  interest  miglit  be  served  bj  keeping  his  neigh- 
bors in  a  state  of  alarm,  did  not  hesitate  to  make  use  of  that  advantage. 
He  blew  up  the  co:i1s  and  cried  loiidlj,  fire  I  fire  I  that  he  might  have  the 
credit  of  quenching  the  flames.  This  was  the  cunning  streak  conspicuous 
in  the  ohamcter  of  Uncns :  wily  is  the  most  expressive  epithet  tliat  can  be 
attached  to  his  name. 

On  the  2r)th  of  January,  1G76,  Major  Treat  lefl  New  London  on  a 
second  cxpc<li!ion  into  the  wilderness,  with  a  force  of  about  300  men.* 
Mr.  Filch  nccompanied  him  as  chnphiin, — Uncas  and  his  warriors  as 
scouts.  Tlicy  were  absent  twelve  days,  and  killed  and  captured  about 
seventy.  During  this  interval,  Norwich  experienced  something  more 
than  rumor  and  panic.  The  tomahawk  swept  along  her  eastern  bordery 
and  lefl  slaugliter  in  its  track.  A  band  of  Indians,  supposed  to  be  Nar- 
ragansetts,  prowling  on  the  east  side  of  Shetuckct,  killed  two  men,  and 
carried  off  a  young  lad  as  prisoner. 

The  only  cotemporary  account  of  this  affair  is  contained  in  a  letter  from 
Major  Palmes  of  New  London  to  the  Council  of  War,  dated  Jan.  29th: 

**  Tliis  mominjj  enrly  came  post  from  Nonvich  with  the  sad  intelligence  of  two  men 
and  a  l)oy  Iwinjj  tnkcn  and  killed,  who  went  over  Showtuckett  "River  to  Fprcad  flax, 
viz.  Jos:  Uockwcll  and  his  boy  of  15  or  16  years  ould  and  John  Kcnolls  Jun.  of  Nor- 
wich. Tlio  said  Jos:  Rockwell  and  Ucnnlls  ware  found  dead  and  thrown  downe  y* 
Kivcr  hankc,  thciro  scalps  cutt  off:  the  boy  is  not  yett  found,  supposed  to  bo  caryed 
away  alivc."t 

Mr.  Fitch  was  absent  with  Major  Treat's  expedition  at  the  time  of  this 
outrage,  olliorwisc  we  might  have  looked  for  an  account  of  it  from  his  pen, 
as  he  usually  kept  the  authorities  at  Hartford  well  informed  of  occurren- 
ces in  his  neijn;lil)orhood.  No  allusion  to  it  is  to  be  found  on  the  records  of 
the  town.  The  deaths  of  the  two  men  are  registered  without  notice  of 
tlu'ir  trnj^ic  end.  The  ca])!ivc  boy,  Josiali  Rockwell,  Jr.,  was  soon  after- 
ward recovcn.Ml  by  tlio  aid  of  a  friendly  Indian. J 


*  Conn.  Pol.  Kcc,  2,  402.  Trumbull  in  Hist,  of  Conn,  docs  not  mention  this  sec- 
ond expcditi(»n. 

t  Conn.  Col.  Ucc,  2,  403. 

t  A  mistake  seems  to  have  been  made  in  his  nf^o.  His  birth  as  registered  in  Norwich 
was  in  Juno,  10G2.  lie  was  therefore  less  than  14.  The  inventory  of  Josiah  Rockwell, 
the  father,  was  exhibiicd  in  the  County  Court  in  September,  1676.  A  wife  and  six 
childri'n  are  menf  ionccl.  The  oldest  child  was  this  Josiah ;  the  youngest  not  bom  until 
after  the  father's  decease. 
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Earlj  in  February  an  expedition  of  sixty  or  eighty  impressed  meoi 
from  tlie  four  towns  of  New  London  County,  under  CupL  Denison  and 
Lieut  Minor,  with  Mohegan  and  Pequot  flankers,  assembled  at  Norwich 
and  marched  toward  Wabequasset  to  disperse  tlic  lurking  foe  in  that 
quarter.  Afler  this  the  noise  of  clashing  arms  and  tramping  hosts  passed 
around  to  the  north,  the  seat  of  war  being  transferred  to  the  neighborhood 
of  Connecticut  river.  Edward  Culver  and  his  Indian  scouts  trailed  off  in 
that  direction,  and  in  this  county  a  short  period  of  security  intervened. 
The  towns  were  nevertheless  kept  lively  by  frequent  raids  mode  by  vol- 
unteer parties  into  Narragansett  and  the  Nipmuck  counti*yj  to  hunt  out  the 
last  remains  of  hostility  and  gatlicr  the  scattered  lK)oty. 

At  this  period  of  comparative  serenity,  the  Fast  Day,  appointed  by  the 
Council  (March  22d),  was  kept  by  Mr.  Fitch  and  his  congregation  with 
unexampled  solemnity.  This  will  be  more  particularly  noticed  in  another 
chapter. 

Before  the  end  of  March  the  blast  of  war  again  veered  toward  Narra- 
gansett Major  Treat  was  ordered  to  march  with  a  hundred  men  to  Nor- 
wich, where  recruits  and  provisions  were  to  be  collected  for  a  fresh  cx|)e- 
dition  against  the  foe.  Before,  however,  tlie  Major  could  reach  the  ren- 
dezvous, he  was  suddenly  recalled  and  ordered  to  the  defence  of  Simsbury, 
which  had  been  attacked  by  the  enemy.  The  contemplated  expedition 
was  therefore  consigned  to  the  charge  of  Mtgor  Palmes,  assisted  by  tlie 
Rev.  Mr.  Fitch  as  counselor.  , 

The  force  assembled  consisted  of  42  volunteers,  37  pressed  men,  and 
100  Indians, — three  parties  not  well  inclined  to  act  in  concert.  Major 
Palmes  complains  of  them  as  a  disorderly  company, — "every  man  his  own 
carver,'* — and  at  the  same  time  gives  a  side-thrust  at  Norwich  for  sending 
but  15  men,  "which  (he  says)  may  well  be  furnished  out,  when  20  men 
are  maintained  in  their  place  at  the  country's  charge."* 

The  Major  did  not  himself  accompany  the  expedition.  It.s  oflicers  were 
Denison,  Avery,  JMinor,  and  LcHingwell,  and  it  proved  one  of  the  most 
successful  forays  of  the  war.  They  lefl  Norwich,  I^farch  27tli,  and  re- 
turned the  4th  or  5th  of  April,  having  killed  and  captured  forty-four  of 
the  natives.  Among  the  captives  was  the  brave  sachem  Canonchet  or 
Nanunteno,  the  son  of  Miantonomoh,  who  was  carried  to  Stonington,  and 
there  shot, — the  unfortunate  victim  of  a  too  stern  vengeance. 

In  May  a  much  larger  force  was  raised  by  the  colony.  It  was  designed 
to  consist  of  850  men  besides  Indian  auxiliaries,  and  was  to  be  kept  in 
service  as  a  standing  army  during  the  war.  The  command  was  assigned 
to  Major  Talcott  Norwich  was  tjie  place  of  rendezvous,  and  the  first 
movement  was  to  be  made  into  the  northern  wilderness  in  search  of  the 
Pocomticks  and  Nipmucks.     After  long  waiting  for  the  necessary  supplies, 


*  Conn.  Col.  Rec.,  2,  427. 
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the  Major  led  Norwich,  June  2d,  with  a  force  of  250  English  soldiers,  all 
on  horses,  and  200  Indian  warriors  on  foot,  and  reached  Eladlej  on  the 
8th.  Mr.  Fitch  accompanied  the  army  as  chaplain,  and  the  Rev.  Grershom 
Bulklej  as  surgeon.  On  the  march  they  killed  and  captured  above  fifty 
forest  wanderers,  sparing  the  women  and  children  and  sending  them  to 
Norwich  with  a  guard.  Hadley  was  attacked  by  the  Indians,  June  12tb| 
and  but  for  the  presence  of  this  force  from  Connecticut,  of  whose  arrival 
the  attacking  party  seems  not  to  have  been  aware,  would  probably  have 
been  destroyed.  Major  Talcott  went  as  far  north  and  west  as  Deerfield 
Falls,  and  returned  to  Connecticut  after  an  absence  of  eighteen  days. 

Major  Talcott  left  Norwich  again  on  the  29th  or  30th  of  June,  and  led 
his  army  toward  Providence,  and  from  thence  south  through  the  Indian 
territf»ry  to  Point  Judith,  accomplishing  with  vigor  and  rapidity  the  work 
he  was  scut  to  perform.  Tliis  expedition  was  pre-eminently  successful,  so 
far  as  slaughtering  and  making  captives  of  tlie  wretched  savage^  may  be 
called  success :  238  were  killed  or  taken  prisoners,  and  among  the  latter 
was  a  well-known  female  chief  called  the  Sunkcsquaw.  Mr.  Fitch  was 
the  chaplain  of  this  tour  of  service  also. 

Still  another  expedition  into  the  Indian  country  was  led  by  Major  Tal- 
cott, tlie  point  of  departure  being  this  time  New  London,  which  had  been 
the  rendezvous  of  the  army  on  its  return  from  Narragansett.  They  left 
New  Ivondon  in  the  latter  part  of  July,  went  first  to  Taunton,  and  from 
thence  turned  west,  following  the  enemy  to  the  Connecticut.  The  Indians 
crossed  the  river  at  tlie  foot  of  the  Great  Falls,  on  rafts,  August  11th. 
Talcott  reached  Wcstficld  on  tlie  12th,  but  being  short  of  provisions,  he 
sent  back  his  horses  and  all  his  force  except  sixty  soldiera  and  as  many 
Indian  warriors,  and  with  tliesc  pursued  tlie  retreating  foe  to  the  IIousa« 
tonick.  lie  overtook  them  on  the  west  side  of  that  river,  August  15th, 
killed  and  captured  a  considerable  number,  and  dispersed  the  rest  He 
then  returned  to  the  settlements,  half-famished  and  worn  down  with 
fatigue  and  exposure.  This  was  the  expedition  afterwanls  distinguished 
as  "  tho  long  and  hungry  march."*  Its  whole  course  was  from  New  Lon- 
don to  Taunton,  and  from  thence  through  the  wilderness  to  nearly  the 
western  limit  of  Mnssncliusetls,  and  back  to  Ilnrtford. 

In  the  meantime  Philip  had  bocn  slain  at  Mount  Hope,  by  a  party  of 
English  anil  friendly  Indian:',  under  Capt.  Church  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
there  was  very  little  more  fighting  to  be  done. 

Though  Connecticut  suffered  but  slightly  during  this  war,  from  any 
actual  attack  within  her  borders,  she  certainly  bore  her  full  part  in  its 
fighting.^,  marchings,  and  privations. 

*  TriiinlniU  has  erroneously  given  this  Ocseriptivo  title  to  tlio  expedition  of  Talcott 
m  June. 
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We  have  designed  to  rehearse  the  incidents  of  Philip's  war  onlj  from 
a  Norwicli  point  of  view,  and  to  enter  upon  them  no  farther  than  as  they 
affected  her  inhabitants  and  were  connected  with  her  history.  But  from 
this  brief  statement  it  appears  that  beside  the  various  forays  u[K)n  the 
enemy  by  volunteers  under  Captains  Denison,  Avery,  Minor,  and  others, 
seven  successive  expeditions  marched  from  New  London  County  into  the 
Indian  territory  in  the  space  of  little  more  than  a  year,  under  the  dii*ection 
of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  War. 

1.  July,  1675,  from  New  London,  under  Capt.  Wait  Winthrop,  who 
met  the  forces  from  Massachusetts,  and  a  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded 
with  the  Narragansetts,  July  15th. 

2.  Dec.  lOth,  from  New  London,  under  Major  Treat :  300  soldiers  and 
150  Indian  warriors.    These  took  part  in  the  Swamp  fort  fight. 

3.  Jan.  26th,  1676,  from  New  London,  under  Mtyor  Ti*eat.  The  army 
went  through  Westerly,  Charlestown,  Kingston,  and  Wickford ;  united  with 
the  Massachusetts  forces  and  pursued  the  enemy  into  the  Niprauck  coun- 
try ;  returned,  Feb.  5th,  to  Norwich. 

4.  March  27tli,  from  Norwich,  prepared  by  Major  Palmes,  sent  into 
Narragansett  under  Capt.  Denison  ;  returned  to  Stoningtou,  July  4th  or 
5th« 

5.  June  2d,  from  Norwich,  under  Major  Talcott ;  went  to  Hadley  and 
Deerfield ;  250  English  and  200  Indians. 

6.  Juno  29th  or  30th,  the  same  army  from  Norwich,  under  Major  Tal- 
cott; scoured  the  Narragansett  country,  and  returned  to  New  lx>ndun, 
July  8th,  and  recruited. 

7.  July  20th,  from  New  London,  under  Talcott ;  went  first  to  Taunton, 
and  from  thence  west  to  Housatonick  river. 

Since  the  settlement  of  our  country,  New  England  has  known  no  war 
80  terrific  in  its  features  as  this;  none  that  filled  the  country  witli  such 
alarm  and  apprehension ;  none  attended  with  such  burdensome  toil  both 
in  marching  into  the  wilderness  and  in  keeping  guard  at  home.  The  reg- 
ulations of  the  Council  of  War  were  exceedingly  stringent.  Great  labor 
was  expended  upon  fortifications ;  a  watch  was  kept  night  and  day  in 
every  town  through  the  colony,  and  in  March,  1G7G,  incuHures  of  extraor- 
dinary vigilance  being  considered  necessary,  all  the  cfleclive  inhabitants 
of  every  plantation  were  obliged  to  take  their  turn  as  watches  or  scouts.* 

Soldiers  engaged  merely  in  defence  of  their  own  town  or  county, -re- 
ceived no  pay.  The  whites  and  Indians  engaged  in  volunteer  expeditions 
against  the  enemy,  were  compensated  by  the  plunder  they  amassed.  The 
forces  raised  by  the  colony  were  under  pay  at  the  following  rates : 

*  Conn.  Col.  Rec,  2,  417. 
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Major,  dO«.  per  week;  CaptAin,  20«. ;  Lieutenant,  16«.;  Ensign,  14«.; 
Sergeant,  12«. ;  a  private  soldier,  S$. 

For  a  horse,  3$.  per  week  was  allowed. 

For  quarterage  of  a  soldier,  55.  per  week. 

Pasturage  for  a  horse,  4d.  per  day.* 

Though  Norwich  dunng  the  whole  of  Philip's  war  was  kept  in  continual 
alarm,  and  the  town  was  oflen  changed  from  a  quiet  village  to  a  tumultuous 
camp,  yet  the  only  actual  outrage  upon  the  inhabitants  was  the  slaughter 
of  RryiioMs  and  Kockwell.  This  is  a  remarkable  fact,  considering  the 
recent  origin  of  the  town  and  its  situation  ujion  the  frontier  during  a  bar- 
barian war.  The  whole  colony  was  indeed  singularly  favored  with  exemp- 
tion from  the  stain  of  blood.  The  two  men  above  named,  with  three  that 
were  slain  in  the  neighlK)rhood  of  IIarlfoixl,t  wcre^he  only  English  per- 
sons kilhul  while  the  war  lasted,  within  the  bounds  of  Connecticut 

Siirrenderers.  During  the  war  a  considerable  number  of  the  Indians 
voluntarily  gave  themselves  up  to  the  English,  or  to  the  Mohegan  sachem. 
Small  tribes  and  companies,  that  had  been  necessarily  forced  into  some 
degree  of  intercourse  with  the  hostile  bands,  but  had  not  taken  arms,  or 
ronnnitlcd  any  act  of  violence  against  the  whites,  found  themselves  in 
continual  d«'uiger  of  being  treated  as  enemies,  and  tlierefore  sought  pro- 
tection and  safety  under  the  shadow  of  the  English  settlements.  Several 
of  these  companies  came  of  themselves  to  Norwich,  or  were  brought  in  by 
the  soldiers ;  others  were  collected  by  the  Mohegan  scouts.  In  August, 
1070,  no  less  than  sixty-Gve  men,  with  their  retinue  of  old  men,  womeUi 
an<l  children,  at  one  time  gave  in  their  adhesion  to  Uncas. 

Mr.  Fitch  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the  fate  of  these  hon^el^ss, 
broken-spirited  stranp^ers.  He  earnestly  requested  that  they  loight  be 
settled  in  a  community  by  themselves,  apart  from  the  control  of  Uncas 
and  the  debasing  influence  of  heathenism.  The  Council  of  War  gave  a 
temporary  and  conditional  sanction  to  his  benevolent  designs.     They  say : 

"  Norwich  pcntlcmcn  nre  desired  to  consider  of  a  place  for  such  as  are  not  otherwise 
di5|>osc<l  of  to  plant  on,  as  near  as  naay  be  for  Mr.  Fitch  to  have  often  recourse  to  them 
till  till*  (icMicrnl  Court,  or  some  other  Court  or  Council,  doe  order  or  appoynt  them  else- 
whcrc."t 

It  proved  to  be  a  difTicuIt  business  to  manage.  Vagrants  skulking  in 
the  woods,  half-fa uiiv«<hed  wanderers,  fearfully  imploring  aid,  the  forlorn 


*  Conn.  Col.  Ucc,  2,  380. 

t  These  three  were  John  Kirhy  of  Middletown,  killed  between  Middletown  and 
Wcthcn«flohl ;  Kdward  Klinoro  of  ICast  Windsor,  killed  at  Todunk ;  and  llenry  Dons* 
low  of  Wniilsor. 

\  Conn.  Col.  Kec,  2,  475. 
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remnants  of  former  considerable  tribes,  meekly  submitting  to  tbe  hunters : 
when  all  these  were  gleaned  out  of  the  wilderness,  not  only  the  Mohegans, 
but  the  Pequots  of  Groton  and  the  friendly  tribes  at  or  near  Stonington, 
were  embarrassed  with  tlie  multitude  of  fugitives.  Tlie  Council  of  War 
therefore  appointed  three  Commissioners,  Samuel  Wyllis,  James  Rich- 
ards, and  John  AUyn,  to  hold  a  general  Indian  convention  at  Norwich  on 
the  second  Wednesday  of  December,  and  tliere,  in  concert  with  Mr.  Fitch, 
as  one  of  them,  '^to  receiye,  dispose  and  settle  all  surrenderers  according 
to  order."* 

Of  this  meeting  no  special  record  has  been  preserved,  though  several 
allusions  show  that  it  took  place.  It  must  have  displayetl  the  greatest 
assemblage  of  Indians  that  were  ever  gathered  at  one  time  in  Norwich, 
famous  as  the  place  has  been  for  similar  meetings.  The  neighboring 
tribes  were  summoned  to  appear  and  give  account  of  all  captives  and  sur- 
renderers, with  the  time  of  their  coming  in.  Then  the  Committee  were 
to  call  for  their  personal  appearance,  and  ^  to  list  them  by  their  names, 
their  relations  and  progenies  respectively.** 

All  young  and  single  persons  were  to  be  settled  in  English  families  as 
apprentices  for  ten  years.  Those  taken  in  war  were  to  be  sold  as  |>cnna- 
nent  bondsmen,  and  distributed  to  each  county  pro|)ortionably ;  while 
others  were  to  be  disposed  of  temporarily  in  some  fit  phicc  under  English 
teadiers  and  Indian  constables,  and  every  full-aged  man  was  to  pay  to  the 
oc^ony  a  yeariy  tribute  of  5f.  per  head  as  an  acknowle<1graent  of  subjec- 
tion. 

Tliese  were  rigorous  terms.  IIow  far  they  were  put  into  execution  is 
not  known,  nor  has  the  number  of  registered  pi^rsons  hocn  ascertained. 
Some  were  doubtless  concealed  or  favored  by  the  friendly  Indians.  Uucas 
was  accused  of  double-dealing  with  his  captives  and  dc|)entleiit5, — keeping 
some  at  hard  service,  accusing  others  falsely  to  the  English,  nud  iiistigiiting 
many  to  run  away.  A  certain  number  of  innocvnt  Imnilics  wore  n^^slcred 
by  Mr.  Fitcli  and  phiced  under  his  suiterintcntleui^e.  Willi  rcsi|Hx*l  to  these 
tiie  following  tiction  of  the  town  is  n.n>i>KHl : 

Feb.  1, 167S-7.  A  niocioa  was  made  bj  the  Kcr.  Mr.  Fitch  with  ivfcnmcc  to  a  place 
of  residcnoe  for  those  Iiidiaiks  wlio  are  lisieti  smrmJerm,  irhctM  thej  uii^ht  lie  euter- 
tatned  and  accommodated  with  lamb  for  their  improrcmeut  iu  order  to  tbcir  comfort- 
able liTiBg  till  such  time  as  some  otlier  way  raaj  be  made  o))eu  for  tlicm. 

The  Town  coa$eoted  that  tliey  sbould  settle  on  the  hill  called  Wawequod,  where 
they  sboald  have  liberty,  they  bchavii))r  themsclres  orderly,  to  make  the  best  improrc- 
ment  of  the  place  for  their  own  advanta^  for  4  years  without  any  rent  being  de- 
manded. 

It  is  probable  that  tlie  highland  ridge,  ailknl  Wa  week  us,  in  the  western 

•  Conn.  0)l.  Rec,,  %  481. 
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pnrt  of  the  town,  near  the  present  line  of  Bozrah,  was  the  place  designed 
for  this  Indian  settlement.  Fix>in  sonic  cause  not  explained,  the  project 
failed  of  accomplishment.  A  few  famihes  may  have  heeu  gathered  upon 
the  hill,  but  if  so  thej  were  soon  dispersed.  Tlie  kind-hearted  Mr.  Fitch 
labored  hard  for  his  poor  Indians,  jet  with  unsatisfying  results.  Out  of 
the  hundreds  that  surrendered  during  the  war,  only  one  village  consisting 
of  about  thirty  families  was  actually  established,  and  this  was  on  a  reserv- 
ation, laid  out  by  the  town  for  this  express  purpose,  between  the  rivers 
Shetucket  and  Quuicbaug,  where  Owaneco  and  his  people  Iwul  formerly 
sojourned. 

Till:*  settlement  was  effected  during  the  winter  and  spring  of  1678. 
Tlie  Indians,  known  afterwards  as  the  Sliowtuckets^  were  pi-ovided  with 
corn  and  other  necessaries  to  begin  life  anew,  and  a  fort  was  built  for 
their  protection.  Mr.  Fitch,  in  his  report  of  the  business  to  the  General 
Court,  observes: 

"  I  am  safBciontl J  informed  thcro  are  a  considerablo  number  more  abiding  with 
Uncos,  who  are  doubtless  willing  to  come  and  settle  with  the  others,  but  are  meerly 
hindered  by  Uncus."* 

It  was  hoped  that  this  remnant  of  a  subdued  race  would  take  root  and 
prosper  and  grow  into  a  permanent  community.  They  had  comfortable 
wigwams,  and  wel*e  furnished  with  some  of  the  tools  and  conveniences  of 
civilized  life.     But  the  settlement  seems  to  have  languished  for  a  few 

•  

years,  and  finally  tapered  into  extinction.  The  enmity  and  intrigues  of 
Uncas  were  alone  sufTicient  to  deaden  its  prosperity.  At  its  outset,  one 
of  the  men  wjvs  waylaid  and  murdered,  Jind  tliongli  Uncas  enrlcavored  to 
fa^t<Mi  the  deed  uj)on  the  Mohawks,  Mr.  Fitch  believed  that  it  was  done 
with  his  connivance  and  by  some  of  his  agents. 

In  the  meantime  Norwich  was  harrassed  witli  Indian  fugitives.  It  is 
probable  tliat  the  well-known  benevolence  of  Mr.  Fitch  allured  many  of 
tlicHC  troiil)lc^some  dependents  to  the  town,  but  their  thriflless  habits  and 
pilfering  propensities  could  not  be  long  endured.  At  length  a  vigorous 
effort  wns  made  to  clear  them  all  away,  except  tliose  that  were  engaged  as 
fnmily  servants. 

JS'ov.  12,  1078.  In  town  meeting  an  order  was  pa^'scd,  requiring  the 
Scleclinen  to  remove  forthwith  all  Indians  from  the  town  plot.  Twelve 
days  warning  was  to  be  given,  and  if,  after  that,  any  inhabitant  should 
allow  tlicin  to  remain  on  his  home-lot  or  pa'^ture  near  the  town,  ho  was  to 
pay  a  fine  of  twenty  ehillings.  Similar  orders  were  reiterated  from  time 
to  lime,  yet  a  few  families  of  resident  Indians  continued  in  the  town  until 
they  slowly  molted  away.  Several  wigwams  remained  far  into  the  next 
century.     One  of  the  Inst  that  docayed  was  on  the  hill  not  fiir  f»om  the 


•  Conn.  Col.  Ilcc,  2,  591. 
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spot  wliere  the  Marsh  house  stands,  the  plnco  being  still  known  to  aged 
people  as  the  wigwam  pasture.    It  was  a  part  of  Lefiingweirs  grant 

MR.  fitch's  prater  FOR  RAIN. 

The  summer  of  1676  was  remarkable  for  a  long-continued  drought.  It 
was  particularly  severe  in  the  southern  part  of  Connecticut ;  the  fields  of 
Indian  com  were  parched,  and  the  Mohegans  were  apprehensive  that  thej 
should  lose  their  whole  crop.  Thej  had  recourse  to  powwows,  incniita- 
tions,  and  various  heathenish  rites,  but  could  get  no  rain.  At  length  they 
applied  to  Mr.  Fitch,  entreating  him  to  intercede  with  the  Loixl  of  the 
harvest  to  refresh  their  drooping  fields  with  the  customary  showei's. 

Of  this  drought  and  the  successful  prayer  for  rain,  an  account  is  given 
under  Mr.  Fitch's  own  hand,  which  he  calls  ^^a  true  narrative  of  that 
providence." 

"  In  August  last  sach  was  the  want  of  rain,  that  the  Indian  corn  was  not  only  dried 
and  parched  ap,  but  the  apple  trees  withered,  the  fruit  and  leaves  fell  off  as  in  autumn, 
and  some  trees  seeming  to  be  dead  with  that  drouth ;  the  Indians  came  into  town  and 
lamented  their  want  of  rain,  and  that  tlieir  powows  could  got  none  in  their  way  of 
worship,  desiring  me  that  I  would  seek  to  God  for  rain  :  I  appointed  a  fast-<lay  for  the 
purpose ;  the  day  being  come  it  proved  clear  without  any  clouds  until  sunsctting  when 
we  came  from  the  meeting,  and  then  some  clouds  arose ;  the  next  day  remained  cloudy ; 
then  Uncas  with  many  Indians  came  to  my  house,  Uncas  lamented  there  was  such  a 
want  of  rain :  I  asked  whether  if  God  should  send  us  rain  he  would  not  attribute  it  to 
their  powows ;  he  answered  no,  for  they  had  done  their  utmost  and  all  in  vain :  I  re- 
plied, if  you  will  declare  it  before  all  these  Indians  you  sliuU  see  what  God  will  do  for 
ns,  for  although  this  year  he  hnth  shewn  his  anger  against  the  Knglisli  and  not  only 
against  the  Indians,  yet  he  hath  l)cgun  to  save  us,  and  I  have  found  by  cxiicricnco 
twice  in  the  like  cose,  when  we  souglit  by  fasting  and  prayer  he  hnth  given  us  niin,  uud 
never  denied  us.  Then  Uncas  made  a  great  speecli  to  the  Indians  (which  were  many) 
confessing  that  if  God  should  then  send  rain,  it  could  not  l>e  ascril>ed  to  tlieir  powaw- 
iug,  but  must  bo  acknowledged  to  bo  an  answer  of  our  prayers.  This  day  they  [the 
clouds]  spread  more  and  more,  and  the  next  day  there  was  such  plenty  of  rain  that  our 
river  rose  more  than  two  feet  in  height."* 

An  impression  has  prevailed  somewhat  extensively,  that  Uncas  yielded 
at  length  to  the  eloquence  of  Mr.  Fitch  and  the  convictions  of  truth,  and 
became  at  least  a  favorer  of  Christianity,  and  an  outward  attendant  upon 
its  ministrations.t  This  charitable  inference  is  based  u[>on  the  sachem's 
frequent  promises  to  attend  upon  the  preaching  of  the  word,  the  bond  or 
pledge  to  this  effect  signed  by  him  at  the  instance  of  Major  Talcott,  and 
the  impression  made  on  his  mind  by  Mr.  Fitch's  prayer  for  rain,  as  related 
above.     Unfortunately  the  sequence  of  dates  militates  against  tliis  fuvor- 

•  Relation  of  Mr.  Fitch  in  Hubbard's  Narrative  of  Indian  Wars. 

t  *'  Whether  Uncas  died  in  faith  or  not,  I  am  unable  to  say.  It  is  ogix:ca!)lc,  how- 
ever, to  find  him  at  lost  acknowledging  the  God  who  is  above,  and  paying  homage  to 
the  religion  of  his  Son."    Uolmcs'  Memoir  of  the  Mohegans. 
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able  jadgment,  and  the  fallacy  of  the  sachem,  as  Mr.  Fitch  calls  his 
double-dealing,  deprives  us  of  all  confidence  in  his  promises. 

The  pledge  to  attend  on  the  ministry  and  to  encourage  his  people  to  do 
the  same  was  signed  June  7,  1673.  In  September,  1674,  Uncas  sent  ao 
agent  to  Wabcquisset,  (Woo<lstock,)  to  meet  Mr.  Elliot,  who  was  then  on 
a  preaching  tour  to  the  Indians,  to  protest  against  the  introduction  of 
Christianitj  among  his  tributaries  in  that  region, — the  agent  delivering 
his  message  in  these  brief  expressive  terms : 

"  UncnR  is  not  well  pleased  that  the  English  should  pass  over  Mohegan  riTcr,  to  call 
his  Indians  to  pray  to  God."* 

The  character  of  Uncas,  as  drawn  at  this  time  by  General  Grookin,  com- 
prehends only  sinister  and  repulsive  features : 

*'  Unkufi,  an  old  and  wicked  wilful  man,  a  drunkard  and  otiicrwiso  very  vitioas ;  wlio 
hath  always  been  an  opposer  and  nndermincr  of  praying  to  Go<l." 

The  sachem's  recognition  of  the  mighty  power  of  God,  in  the  success- 
ful prayer  for  rain,  was  in  1676.  But  in  May,  1678,  Mr.  Fitch  depicts 
his  cliaracter  in  colors  of  the  blackest  dye.  He  accuses  him  of  hostility 
to  the  English,  and  hatred  of  their  rulers,  laws,  and  religion ;  of  cunning, 
malice,  robbery,  o[>pression,  and  bi*eaking  of  pledges,  closing  the  statement 
by  saying  that  he  is 

"  The  grcate  opponent  of  any  mcanes  of  soul's  good  and  concemmcnt  to  his  people 
and  abounding;  more  iind  more  in  dancings  and  nil  manner  of  licnthcnish  impieties 
since  the  wans  and  vilifying  what  hath  been  done  by  the  English  and  attributing  the 
Tictory  to  their  Indcan  hcli)C9."t 

Such  is  the  latest  contemporary  portrait  of  the  sachem  Uncas,  drawn, 
too,  by  a  truthful,  tender-hearted,  saintly  man,  proverbially  the  friend  of 
the  aborigines,  and  a  benefactor  to  the  sachem  himself.  It  is  impossible, 
therclore,  for  the  ino.st  lenient  judgment  or  the  most  ardent  hope  to  con- 
ceive of  him  as  a  Christianized  man,  or  even  a  noble-hearted  barbarian. 
Yet  there  were  some  valuable  points  about  him.  He  manifested  a  certain 
degree  of  nalive  talent,  a  more  than  common  share  of  worldly  wisdom, 
nnd  n  jxTsovrriiig  activity  in  securing  tlie  independence  of  his  tribe. 
Moreover,  the  generous  and  kindly  treatment  which  the  Narragansett 
prince  received  from  him,  while  in  his  power  as  a  captive,  ought  to  be 
placed  to  the  cre<lit  of  the  Moliegan  chief.  Miantonomoh  confessed  that 
he  liad  nothing  to  complain  of  in  this  respect,  and  that  the  courtesy  he 
had  experienced  was  beyond  the  common  degree  of  consideration  in  such 
cases. 

*  (lookin's  Hint.  Col.  of  the  Indians, 
t  Conn.  Col.  Kcc.,  2,  593. 
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The  savage  character  of  ITncas  is  by  no  means  an  exponent  of  that  of 
his  tribe.  Wtiatever  they  may  have  been  in  the  days  of  tlieir  hcatlicnism, 
for  tlio  hist  hundred  years  they  have  been  noted  as  a  civil,  teachable,  act- 
ive, and  intelligent  people.  With  the  sachem  himself  the  inhahitanU  of 
the  town  always  sustained  amicable  relati6ns,  and  his  tribe,  the  Mohegans, 
from  the  earliest  period  of  the  settlement  to  the  present  day,  may  be  called 
favorites  with  the  people  of  Norwich.  Tliey  have  been  loolced  afler  with 
almost  parental  care,  and  the  men  of  most  influence  in  the  town,  on  all 
public  questions,  have  taken  their  part,  against  the  state  and  against 
opposing  tribes. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

CnuRcii  History.     Tbb  Mebtino-IIousb  on  tub  Hill.     Mb.  Woodward's 

Sbttlkmbnt.    Grate- Yards. 

TiiK  I^Icctin^^-lioiisc  Green  or  Plain  was  originally  somewhat  larger 
than  it  is  at  the  present  day.  A  considerable  slice,  where  the  post-oflicc 
and  several  dwclling-honses  stand,  was  cut  off  from  the  common  in  1684, 
and  given  to  Cajit.  James  Fitch,  as  an  addition  to  the  home-lot  bestowed 
on  him  by  his  father.  The  first  meeting-house  stood  near  the  south-west 
corner  of  the  Green,  not  far  from  the  dwellings  of  the  minister  and  mag- 
istrate, and  forming  with  them  the  three  comers  of  a  triangle.*  It  is  not 
probable  that  this  primitive  church  had  either  steeple,  porch,  or  gallery. 
We  may  conjecture  that  a  sun-dial  stood  near  the  door,  and  perhaps  a 
horse-block.  Without  doubt  it  was  furnished  with  a  pulpit,  though  no 
tasseled  cushion  supported  the  open  Bible.  In  all  probability  long  benches 
were  used  instead  of  pews, — the  men  sitting  on  the  right  hand  of  the  min- 
ister, and  the  women  on  the  left*  A  choir  of  singers  was  then  unknown ; 
the  doai'on  read  off  the  line.*',  and  the  congregalion  followed  in  tuneful 
quavers. 

In  1GG8  a  small  rate  was  collected  to  pay  Samuel  Lothrop  "for  repaii^ 
ing  and  heightening  the  meeting-house."  But  this  first  rough-hewn  edifice 
could  not  long  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  growing  town.  It  was  in  use 
only  twelve  or  fourteen  years. 

In  1G73  the  town  mnli-acted  with  John  Eldcrkin  to  build  forthwith  a  new 
meeting  house.  Tiie  site  fixed  for  it  was  the  summit  of  the  hill,  towering 
over  the  Green,  and  lookinjj  east  and  west  toward  the  two  ends  of  the  town- 
plot.  Tiic  country  was  at  this  pcriwl  in  a  disturbed  condition.  The  at- 
mosphere was  dark  with  the  shadows  of  approaching  evil.  On  the  west- 
ern border  of  New  England  the  Dutch  had  assumed  a  threatening  attitude, 
and  several  of  the  larger  Indian  tribes  appeared  surly  and  vindictive. 

In   this  iwstnre  of  affairs,  if  a  new  meeting-house  was  to  be  built,  the 


•  Wo  l«Mun  I  ho  sitiintion  from  iiiridcntal  nlliHionfl  nficrwnnls  mode  to  tlio  plnco  where 
the  old  virttiiiffhoiisr  stnoil;  ns  ifi  the  fullowiiif;  ilcm  : 

lfift4.  "  (irantcd  to  Cnpt.  Fitch,  fi  piBsct  of  Innd  from  the  S.  E.  corner  of  the  old 
mcoting-liouso  to  the  corner  of  his  father's  homo-lot.' 
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prudence  and  foresight  of  the  managers  would  lead  them  to  select  for  it 
an  appropriate  site.  On  this  elevated  platform  it  could  not  be  easily  sur-. 
prised,  and  it  might  serve  as  a  watch-tower,  an  arsenal,  and  a  garrison- 
post,  as  well  as  a  house  of  worship. 

The  building  committee  were  Deacon  Hugh  Calkins,  Ensign  Thomas 
Leffingwell,  Ensign  Thomas  Tracy,  Simon  Huntington,  and  William 
Backus.  It  was  completed  in  the  course  of  two  jeara.  Elderkin  had 
contracted  to  build  it  for  £428,  but  the  expense  exceeding  his  estimate,  he 
presented  in  town  meeting  the  following  petition : 

Christian  Fbibmds  and  Nbiohbors, — 

Your  humble  petitioner  pleadctli  your  cbaritie  for  the  reasons  hereafter  expressed. 
Gentlemen ,  it  is  well  known  that  I  have  been  undertaker  for  building  of  tlic  mceting- 
bous,  and  it  being  a  piece  of  work  very  difficult  to  understand  the  whole  worth  and 
value  off,  yet  notwithstanding  I  have  presumed  to  doe  the  work  for  a  scrtain  sum  of 
money,  (to  wit,)  428  pound,  not  haveing  any  dcsigne  tlioreby  to  make  myself  rich,  but 
that  the  towne  might  have  there  meeting-hous  dun  for  a  reasonable  consideration.  But 
upon  my  experience,  I  doe  find  by  my  bill  of  cost,  I  have  dun  said  work  very  much  to 
my  dammage,  as  I  shall  now  make  appear.  Oentlemen,  I  shall  not  say  much  unto 
you,  but  onely  if  yon  may  bo  made  senciblo  of  tny  loss  in  said  undertaking,  I  prny  for 
your  generous  and  charitable  conclusion  toward  me,  whoihcr  it  be  much  or  little,  I 
hope  will  bo  well  excepted  from  your  poor  and  humble  petitioner. 

JonM  Elderkin. 

The  town  declared  themselves  to  be  at  this  time  greatly  burdened  by 
the  necessity  of  raising  the  £428  ;  but  as  a  compensation  for  the  gallery 
of  the  new  meeting-house,  they  granted  Elderkin  a  tract  of  land  "at 
Pocketannuk's  Cove's  mouth." 

Mr.  James  Fitch  having  provided  nails  for  this  meeting-house,  to  the 
value  of  £12,  "wherein  his  forwaitlness  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
town,  is  owned  and  accepted,"  liberty  was  granted  him  to  take  two  hund- 
red acres  of  land,  as  a  satisfaction  for  the  same,  viz.,  "  100  in  tlie  crotch 
between  Quinebaugand  Showtucket,  and  100  as  convenient  as  he  can  find 
it,  on  the  other  side  of  Sliowtucket  river." 

The  situation  of  tliis  meeting-house  was  very  imposing.  PfrcliiMl  like 
a  citadel  upon  its  rocky  height,  with  perpendicular  ledges,  or  abrupt,  stony 
declivities  on  either  side,  it  presented  a  formidable  and  secure  aspect,  and 
was  the  center  of  vision  to  both  ends  of  the  town.  The  dilliculty  of  access 
was  such  as  to  require  climbing  nilher  than  walking.  Without  doubt  the 
wayfarers  often  caught  hold  of  shrubs  by  the  path,  to  assist  in  pulling 
themselves  up,  and  aged  people  felt  their  way,  planting  the  staif  finnly  at 
each  step. 

In  winter  it  must  have  been  a  cheerless  sanctuary,  even  when  the 
approach  was  not  obstructed  by  icy  foot-paths  and  incumbent  snows. 
Churches  in  those  early  days  were  always  comfortless  in  cold  or  stormy 
weather.     They  had  no  apparatus  for  warming ;  neither  fire-place,  stove. 
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nor  fumncc.  Tlie  women  carried  heated  stones  or  bricks  in  tbeir  mufiPy 
and  Uic  men  put  their  feet  into  fur  bngs,  or  moccasins,  with  which  many 
of  the  seats  were  provided.    At  a  later  date,  foot-stoves  were  used. 

To  this  church,  until  all  fear  of  the  Indians  had  passed  awaj,  the  men 
of  the  congregation  were  accustomed  to  repair  with  muskets  upon  their 
shoulders,  which  were  not,  however,  carried  into  the  house,  but  stacked 
without  and  kept  under  watch  and  guard  bj  some  person  conveniently 
stationed  for  that  purpose.  The  regular  soldiers,  or  miUtia-men,  went  in 
last,  and  sat  near  the  door,  to  be  ready  in  case  of  alarm. 

Swords  were  customarily  worn  when  in  full  dress,  by  persons  both  in  a 
civil  and  military  capacity.  Hats  were  made  with  a  broad  brim  and  a 
steeple  crown.  Perhaps  two  or  three  at  the  church  door  reverently  took 
off  a  "  l»!:u*k  bcavcrett,"  though  that  was  a  costly  article  in  those  days,  and 
consiflercd  quite  magnificcuL  The  poorer  sort  of  people  wore  buff-caps, 
knit  from  woollen  yarn,  often  in  gay  colors,  and  crowned  with  a  heavy 
tassell.  The  coat  was  made  with  a  long,  straight  body,  falHng  below  the 
knee,  and  with  no  collar,  or  a  very  low  one,  so  that  the  stock  or  neck-cloth 
of  s[K>tles3  linen,  fastened  behind  with  a  silver  buckle,  was  fully  displayed. 
In  warm  weather  it  was  not  considered  indecorous  to  go  to  meeting  in 
one's  shirt-sleeves,  or  to  take  off  the  coat  when  there. 

It  is  not  probable  that  any  one  of  the  inhabitants  assumed  such  a  degree 
of  state  and  dignity  as  to  wear  a  ruff,  though  that  article  was  in  vogue 
among  people  of  rank,  as  were  also  hand-rufHes.  A  conspicuous  wrist- 
band with  sleeve-buttons  was  more  common. 

It  is  uncertain  whether  the  small  clothes  had  then  begun  to  grow,  so  as 
to  reach  below  the  knee,  and  to  be  fastened  with  knee-buckles,  or  not. 
The  earlier  mode  was  to  have  them  terminate  above  the  knee,  and  to  be 
tied  with  ribbons.  The  common  kind  were  made  of  dressed  deer's  leather. 
Petticoat  trowsers  of  striped  linsey-woolsey,  the  leg  short  and  loose,  were 
a  customary  article  of  every-day  dress  among  the  common  people. 

Ucd  woollen  stockings  were  much  admired.  The  shoes  were  coarse, 
cluin|»cd,  scjuarc-toed,  and  adorned  with  enormous  buckles.  If  any  boots 
made  their  appearance,  prodigious  was  the  thumping  as  they  passed  up 
the  aish»?«,  for  a  i>air  of  boots  were  then  expected  to  last  a  man's  life.  The 
tops  were  short,  but  very  wide ;  formed,  one  might  suppose,  with  a  special 
adaptation  to  rainy  weather, — collecting  the  water  as  it  fell,  and  holding 
an  amj)ic  bath  for  the  feet  .and  ankles ! 

Wij;:*  wore  not  then  common ;  it  was  at  a  later  day  that  hats  were 
triniined  with  gold  lace,  and  full-powdered  wigs  were  worn,  and  scarlet 
rwpiclaur.s  adorned  a  few  distinguished  charactcrH.  Long  hair  was  getting 
into  vogn<».  It  was  combed  hack  from  the  forehead,  and  gathered  behind 
into  a  club  or  cpioue,  wound  with  a  black  ribbon.  A  congregation  of  such 
men,  in  frugal,  rcsi>ectable  attire,  with  their  brave,  manly  brows,  fronting 
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their  minister,  worshiping  (xod  upon  the  high  rock  that  overlooked  their 
settlement,  must  have  been  a  solemn  and  majestic  sight  to  sujierior 
beings. 

But  our  great-grandmothers  are  also  here :  ihej  come  decently,  hut  not 
gaudily  dressed.  They  have  finery,  but  they  leave  it  at  home  on  the  Sab- 
bath. The  more  respectable  matrons  have  all  a  full  dress  of  flowing  bro- 
cade, embroidered  stonmchers,  and  hanging  sleeves,  but  it  is  reserved  for 
feasts  and  great  civic  occasions.  They  are  dressed  on  the  Sabbath,  per- 
haps, in  short  gowns  and  stuflT-pettiooats,  with  white  aprons  of  linen  or 
muslin,  starched  stiff.  The  gown-sleeve  is  short,  and  they  wear  mittens 
extending  to  the  elbow,  and  leaving  the  fingers  with  a  part  of  the  thumb 
bare.  The  cloak  was  short,  with  a  hood  to  cover  the  head,  and  was  called 
a  riding-hood.  The  hood  was  thrown  back  in  meeting,  and  those  who 
wore  bonnets  took  them  off.  The  matrons  wore  caps,  and  the  young 
women  Imd  their  hair  curled  or  otherwise  dressed. 

The  feminine  attire,  though  in  general  plain  and  somewhat  uncouth, 
was  of  a  purer  type  than  some  of  the  fashions  of  later  generations.  It 
might  even  be  called  graceful  and  becoming  in  comparison  with  the  short 
waist,  the  low  neck,  the  high  head-cushion  with  its  wings  or  lappets  flaunt- 
ing in  the  wind,  and  the  huge  cahish,  of  the  next  century. 

Rank,  birth  and  station  were  held  in  high  account,  and  customs  of  def- 
erence and  precedency  were  carefully  maintained.  It  is  a  fact  not  easily 
explained,  that  such  stiff  and  stately  notions  should  have  been  cherished 
in  a  community  where  there  was  so  little  dis|)arity  of  wealth  and  com- 
fort. 

Mr,  was  a  title  of  respect  awarded  only  to  those  who  held  office  in 
church  or  state,  or  were  of  the  rank  commonly  culled  gentlemen.  ^Irs., 
Mistress,  Dame,  and  Madam,  were  the  feminine  titles  of  honor,  bestowed 
charily  and  only  in  accordance  with  family  nink,  saintly  character,  and 
venerable  age. 

The  minister  was  simply  Mr.  The  title  of  Reverend  was  seldom  be- 
stowed, except  in  such  i)lira3e3  as  our  reverend  pastor,  Churcli-nicniliers 
almost  invariably  called  each  other  brother  and  sister. 

Goodman  and  Goodwifc  were  in  common  use.  Goodey  was  sometimes 
heard.  Gaffer  and  Gammer,  old  Saxon  words  of  address  to  the  agctl,  are 
not  found  on  our  records.  Neighbor  was  a  common  adjunct.  Parents 
were  uniformly  called  daddy  and  mammy,  even  by  people  of  mature  age. 

It  can  not  be  doubted  that  an  able  scholar  and  expert  penman  like  ^fr. 
Fitch  would  keep  an  ample  and  accurate  record  of  his  little  church  in  the 
wilderness.  Unfortunately  no  such  record  is  to  be  found.  One  document, 
however,  belonging  to  the  period  of  his  ministry,  having  been  put  in  print, 
is  extant,  and  of  great  interest.     This  is  the  Covenant  made,  or  renewed, 
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by  the  church  on  the  day  of  the  public  Fast  in  the  spring  of  the  year 
1676,  while  the  war  with  Philip  and  the  Narmgansetts  was  yet  in  prog- 
ress, and  the  hearts  of  the  people  were  solemnized  by  a  succession  of  des* 
elating  judgments. 

"  We  intend,  (snjs  Mr.  Fitch, )  God  willing,  to  take  that  rery  daje  solemnly  to 
renew  onr  covenant  in  our  church  Rtate,  according  to  the  example  in  Esra's  time,  and 
M  WAS  Romciimo  pnictincd  in  Ilnrtford  congregation  by  Mr.  Stone,  not  long  after  Mr. 
lIoolccr'«  dentil.  If  other  churches  doe  not  see  cause  to  doe  the  same,  yet  wee  hope  it 
will  not  l)cc  ofTonsivo ;  hut  doc  verily  conclude  if  that  be  rule  for  practice,  this  is  a 
time  when  the  Providence  of  Go<l  does  in  a  knocking  and  terrible  manner  call  for  it."* 

Tliis  Covenant  renewed  is  one  of  the  most  intensely  searching,  spiritual 
and  n|MHtfdic  domnuMifs  to  be  found  in  our  New  England  annals.  It  is 
ndiuirnhh*  n^  a  rompositioii,  niul  in  (his  respect  likewise  creditable  to  its 
reverend  nutJior.f 

It  contained  the  following  specific  engagements : 

1 .  Thnt  all  children  from  8  or  9,  to  13  years  of  age,  should  be  presented  in  the  pub- 
lic Congregation  every  Lord's  Day  to  bo  catechised. 

2.  That  after  13  years  of  ogo,  while  they  remained  under  the  family  government  of 
parents  or  others,  they  should  attend  a  private  meeting  of  religious  instruction  provided 
for  them. 

3.  That  when  grown  up  and  at  their  own  disposal,  they  should  be  required  to  take 
hold  of  the  Covenant  of  their  Fathers,  or  at  least  should  use  means  to  prepare  them- 
selves for  it ;  if  negligent  in  this  particular  they  were  to  be  admonished ;  and  if  obeti- 
nntcly  so,  to  be  "  cut  off  from  the  Congregation  by  tlio  dreadful  ordinance  of  excom- 


mnnicntion." 


4.  That,  ns  parents  were  commonly  too  indulgent  to  their  children,  ond  negligent 
in  ndmonisliing  nnd  restraining  them,  the  Church  should  nppoint  certain  Brethren  to 
take  notice  of  the  behaviour  of  young  persons,  warning  nnd  admonishing  both  them 
and  their  parents,  at  first  in  private,  but  if  that  were  ineffectual,  to  make  public  com- 
plaint of  them. 

5.  That  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  should  bo  observed  once  in  six 
weeks. 

6.  That  Brethren  of  the  Church  should  solemnly  pledge  themselves  to  rebuke  and 
admonish  one  another  faithfully  according  to  Christ's  order,  taking  notice  of  all  offen- 
sive l)chaviour,  and  suffering  no  sin  to  rest  unrcproved  upon  a  brother. 

7.  Thnt  this  Covenant  should  be  publicly  read  once  every  year  on  a  day  of  fasting 
and  pr.iycr,  and  that  it  should  bo  enjoined  on  their  childrou  to  do  the  same. 

This  Covenant  nppears  to  have  been  faithfully  rehearsed  before  the 
church,  agreeably  to  the  last  specification,  and  confirmed  or  acquiesced  in 
for  thirty  years. 

♦  Lctfcr  to  the  Council,  March  inth.     Conn.  Col.  Bee,  2,  417. 

f  ^  prhitcf^  copy  is  lodged  in  the  Vastornl  Library  of  the  First  Society.  Sco  also 
-^pp.  to  Gi/nian's  Bi-centennial  Discourse,  and  Sermon  by  Rev.  II.  P.  Arms,  Norwich 
Juhilco^p,  234. 
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It  was  reviewed  hj  a  committee  of  the  church,  Nov.  10, 170G,  and  three 
clauses  of  limitation  and  explanation  affixed  to  it,  which,  on  being  pre- 
sented to  the  cliurch,  ^<  passed  with  a  very  full  vote."  These  provisos 
were  as  follows: 

1.  "  Whereas  it  b  said  in  y*  first  particular  of  y*  Covenant,  y*  Cliildron  shall  be 
presented  every  Lord's  day  to  be  Catechised, — The  Brethren  of  this  Church  do  now 
see  cause  to  alow  y'  y*  Children  shall  bo  Catechised  upon  a  week  day." 

2.  "  Whereas  it  is  said,  The  Churoh  doth  appoint  some  Brethren  to  take  notice  of 
such  children  &c. — ^The  Brethren  doe  now  agree  to  suspend  acting  according  to  sd  par- 
ticular,  for  ye  present,  and  untill  they  see  good  cause  and  reason  for  it." 

a.  "Respecting  ye  Third  Particular  in  sd  Covenant  ye  Brethren  look  upon  it  to  bo 
this.  That  ye  persons  therein  intended  shall  be  exhorted  and  excited  privately  and  pub- 
licly  to  take  hold  of  the  Covenant  of  their  Fatliers ;  or  at  least  y^  tliey  be  in  ye  use  of 
all  gospel  moans  to  prepare  for  tlio  same." 

This  instrument  was  again  discussed  and  sifled  at  a  church  meeting, 
June  30,  1709,  and  a  declaration  made  to  this  effect:  That  they  and  their 
children  were  bound  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  enjoined  in  the  Cov- 
enant, because  they  were  required  by  the  Word  of  God,  but  they  were 
not  bound  by  virtue  of  said  Covenant ;  and  that  they  would  continue  in 
the  faithful  performance  of  those  duties,  as  explained  and  limited  in  170G, 
but  the  reading  of  the  Covenant  might  henceforth  be  discontinued. 

Difficulties  were  soon  experienced  with  respect  to  collecting  the  minis- 
ter's rates.  It  had  been  arranged  that  every  inhabitant  should  himself 
carry  in  his  proportion  annually,  on  or  before  the  20th  of  ^larcli,  and  for 
a  time  this  mode  answered  well.  ^  But  after  a  few  years  (lie  (leiicicncies 
became  so  progressive  and  obvious  as  to  call  for  the  rebuke  and  interfer- 
ence of  the  town. 

Jan.  7,  1686. 

Whereas  the  Select  men  and  some  others  have  presented  to  us  the  great  need,  i*cnsou 
and  necessity  for  us  to  consider  of  some  suitable  but  tliorou^li  way  of  duiii^  what  yo 
law  of  God  and  man  and  duty  obliges  to,  viz.  the  disclturgo  of  tliiit  uhli^utiuu  wuu  lye 
under  with  respect  to  the  maiiitciiuiico  of  our  Ucv**  ininiHtcr,  and  in  that  it  uppcuriiig 
unto  us  that  ye  great  lenitie  of  the  Rev**  Mr.  Fitch  towards  some  is  too  much  abused 
and  in  that  many  are  got  into  a  way  of  sUghtiness  and  remissness  in  making  of  duo 
payment  not  only  what  is  their  just  due  but  allsoo  of  what  they  are  able,  now  therefore 
that  we  might  all  be  more  thorow  soe  as  the  work  of  God  may  not  fail  amongst  us  lis 
now  unanimously  agreed  that  for  time  to  come  the  rate  bo  put  into  tlie  Collectors  hands 
and  each  man  to  account  with  thom  and  no  man  to  be  cleui-cd  until  by  the  Collectors 
the  rate  be  crossed  and  each  one  to  clear  his  rate  by  tlie  first  of  Feb.  or  March  an- 
nually. 

To  be  payed  one  third  in  wheat  at  4s.  per  bu.  one  third  in  rye  or  pease  at  3s.  and  one 
third  in  Indian  com  at  2$,  or  what  is  equivalent 

At  a  subsequent  period  the  town  made  an  attempt  to  support  the  min- 
istry by  monthly  contributions,  but  it  ended  in  a  return  to  the  logiil  com- 
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pulsorj  mode.  As  a  general  rule,  the  collectors  were  instructed  to  leave 
out  such  poor  men  and  widows  as  thej  should  judge  ought  to  be  exempted 
from  the  rate. 

In  1 G94,  Mr.  Fitch  was  suddenly  disabled  from  preaching  by  a  stroke 
of  the  palsy.     This  led  to  the  following  action : 

At  a  town  meeting  Sept.  12,  1694. 

Inasmach  as  it  hath  pleased  God  to  laj  his  afflicting  hand  upon  our  ReTcrond  pastor 
Mr.  James  Fitch  that  at  present  ho  is  disabled  with  respect  to  the  work  of  the  ministry 
amonp;  ns — Wherefore  the  towne  appoint  Left.  Thomas  Leffingwell,  Left.  William 
Bockits,  Simon  Hnntington  Sen'.  Thomas  Adgato  and  Richard  Bnshnell  a  Committee 
to  treat  with  Mr.  Jaliex  Fitch  with  respect  unto  his  succeeding  of  his  father  in  the  work 
of  the  ministry  among  us. 

IVIr.  Jabcz  Fitch  had  just  completed  his  course  of  study  at  Cambridge^ 
and  was  twenty-two  yeare  of  age.  He  consented  to  occupy  the  pulpit  of 
his  father  on  trial.  A  vote  was  passed  "  to  pay  the  charge  of  sending  for 
him  from  the  Collidge,"  and  a  rate  allowed  for  his  salary.  After  remain- 
ing with  the  people  more  than  a  year,  the  town  declared  themselves  well 
satisfied  and  invited  Iiim  to  become  their  permanent  minister.  He  declined 
a  settlement,  though  his  reasons  are  not  found  on  record.  A  second  invi- 
tation was  extended  to  him  in  August,  1G9G,  but  with  no  better  success. 
It  is  probable  that  lie  wished  for  a  longer  course  of  preparation  before 
taking  charge  of  a  parish.* 

After  Mr.  Jabez  Fitch,  several  other  candidates  were  tried.  The  most 
popular  was  Mr.  Henry  Flint,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  1693.  His  min- 
istry was  so  highly  acceptable  and  useful,  that  a  record  was  made  in  the 
town  books,  acknowledging  him  as  a  special  gift  of  Providence,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

"  The  good  providence  of  God  succeeding  our  endeavours  hath  sent  Mr.  Flint  unto 
ns,  for  which  we  have  reason  to  bless  God,  and  doe  desire  he  may  abide  with  us  half  a 
year  more  or  less,  that  he  may  have  further  tr}-all  of  us,  and  wee  of  him ; — and  that  he 
may  stay  os  long  as  may  be  judged  expedient  for  probation." 

The  next  April,  by  "a  full  and  free  vote,"  he  was  invited  to  settle  as  a 
permanent  pastor,  upon  the  following  pecuniary  conditions: 

Trrms  offered  to  Mr.  Flint  in  April,  1697. 

Fifty-two  pounds  per  year  and  his  board  while  he  remains  without  family.  When 
ho  hath  a  family,  GO  loads  of  wood  annually  and  70  pounds :  that  is  50  pounds  in 
money  and  20  in  work  or  grain.  If  it  pIcxiFC  God  to  prolong  his  life  after  the  death  of 
Mr.  Fitch  then  to  increase  his  salary  as  his  circumstances  may  need  and  as  it  shall  be 

♦  Mr.  Jal)C7.  Fitcli  was  8nl)!»eqncntly  elected  Tutor  and  Fellow  of  Harvard  College, 
wliich  nmy  l»o  considered  honorable  testimony  in  favor  of  his  scholarship.  In  1703  ho 
wns  ordtiiiird  nt  Ipswich  as  collcn^uo  of  tlie  Uev.  John  llogcrs,  but  removed  afterward 
to  rurtFinouth,  N.  II.,  wlicro  ho  died  in  1746. 
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esteemed  the  proYidoDce  of  God  enableth  the  town.  One  half  the  annnal  saUiry  to  be 
paid  Dec.  1  and  the  other  May  1. — 150  acres  of  land  to  he  givoa  to  him  at  Plain 
Hills. 

These  offers  wore  not  accepted.  They  were  repeated  in  September, 
and  again  declined.  The  correspondence  was  not  recorded,  but  left  on 
file,  and  in  the  lapse  of  time  has  disappeared,  leaving  us  in  ignorance  of 
the  grounds  of  Mr.  Flint's  refusal.*  Not  long  aflerward,  a  special  rate 
was  levied  to  defray  *<  the  expense  of  sending  hither  and  thither  for  min- 
isters, and  also  to  pay  arrears  due  to  Mr.  Jabez  Fitch,  Mr.  Emory,  Mr. 
Morgan  and  Mr.  Flint." 

Aug.  29,  1698.  The  preamble  of  a  vote  alludes  to  the  melancholy  fact 
that  the  town  is  ^'yet  destitute  of  a  preaching  minister;"  and  nine  persons 
were  designated  as  a  committee,  who,  in  concert  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitch, 
were  authorized  to  look  out  for  a  pastor. 

This  reference  to  Mr.  Fitch  shows  that  his  mind  still  retained  its  vigor, 
and  that  his  people  were  in  the  habit  of  resorting  to  him  for  counsel  and 
direction.  Nor  were  they  unmindful  of  his  support.  After  he  was  disa- 
bled from  service,  a  rate  was  annually  collected  for  his  use,  amounting  to 
forty,  fifty,  and  one  year  to  seventy  pounds.  Thei*c  can  be  little  doubt 
that  he  was  favored  also  with  many  free-will  offerings,  and  that  his  people 
were  studious  to  please  and  gratify  him  in  the  choice  of  a  8U(*eessor. 

During  this  interval,  measui*es  were  again  taken  for  cnhu*;{ing  and  re- 
pairing the  meeting-house.  A  LearUo  was  added,  in  which  iicveml  new 
pews  were  made,  and  these  not  being  sufficient  to  accommodale  the  incrciis- 
ing  congregation,  leave  was  given  to  twelve  persons,  who  petitioned  to 
that  effect,  '*  to  build  a  seat  on  the  Leanto  beams,  for  their  convenient  sit- 
ting on  the  Lord's  dayes."  All  these  improvement^  being  completed,  in 
March,  1G98,  the  Townsmen  and  Goodman  Klderkin,  the  carpenter,  were 
engaged  to  arrange  the  pews  into  eight  classes,  according  to  their  dignity. 
This  being  done,  five  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected  inhabitants,  viz.: 
Lt.  Thomas  Leflingwell,  Lt.  William  Backus,  Deacon  Simon  Huntington, 
Thomas  Adgate,  Sen.,  and  Serg.  John  Tracy,  were  directed  to  seat  the 
people  with  due  regard  to  rank :  "  the  square  pue  to  be  considered  first  in 
dignity ;  the  new  seats  and  the  fore  seats  in  the  broad  ally  next,  and  alike 
in  dignity ;  "*  and  so  on  through  the  eight  classes. 

In  1702  the  house  was  again  reseated,  and  "a  paper  vote"  was  taken 
who  should  sit  in  the  square  pew  and  the  seat  next  to  it,  and  the  pei*sons 
so  seated  were  to  arrange  the  remainder  of  the  inhabitants. 

A  similar  custom  prevailed  in  all  the  settlements.     When  the  mecting- 

♦  Rev.  Henry  Flint  never  settled  over  a  parish,     lie  was  Tutor  in  Harvard  College 
from  170f>  to  1754,  and  died  Feb.  13,  17G(),  ngcd  S4. 
Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  10,  1G5.     Spraguo's  Annals,  1,  116. 
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house  was  finished,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  '*  dignify  the  seats,"  and 
establish  the  rules  for  seating  the  people. 

Usually  the  square  pew  nearest  the  pulpit  was  the  first  in  dignity,  and 
next  to  this  came  the  second  pew  and  the  first  long  scat  in  front  of  the 
pulpit  After  these  the  dignity  gradually  diminished  as  the  seats  receded 
from  the  pulpit  If  the  house  was  furnished,  as  in  some  instances,  with 
square  news,  on  each  side  of  the  outer  door,  fronting  the  pulpit,  these  were 
equal  to  the  second  or  third  rank  in  dignity.  The  front  seat  in  the  gallery 
and  the  two  highest  pews  in  the  side  galleries  were  also  seats  of  consider- 
able dignity. 

The  rules  for  seating  were  formed  on  an  estimate  of  age,  rank,  office, 
estate  list,  and  aid  furnished  in  building  tlie  house.  These  lists  were  oc- 
casionally revised,  and  the  people  reseated,  at  intervals  probably  of  three 
or  four  years. 

Frc*c|nent  disputes  and  even  long-continued  feuds  were  caused  by  this 
perplexing  business  of  seating  a  congregation  according  to  rank  and  dig- 
nity. 

Various  incidental  allusions  and  items  of  expenditure  furnish  hints  that 
assist  the  imagination  in  reconstructing  this  old  meeting-house  on  the  hill. 
It  had  Icantos  or  wings  on  two  sides,  a  porch  to  shelter  the  door  in  front; 
was  furnished  partly  with  pews  and  partly  with  benches ;  had  a  double 
gsillery,  with  corner  scats  for  the  tithing-man,  overlooking  the  whole  audi- 
ence ;  and  was  crowned  with  a  pyramid  for  a  steeple  or  spire.*  The 
windows  were  probably  formed  with  lead  casements,  and  panes  of  gloss 
diamond-shapcd.t 

Though  standing  on  a  higli  i)lairorra,  it  was  partially  shellered  by 
chunps  of  rock,  covered  with  shrubs  and  trees,  that  bristled  tlic  surface  of 
the  hill  at  a  short  distance  east  and  west  of  the  building.  We  may  sup- 
pose that  it  faced  the  Green,  and  presented  an  appearance  not  unlike  the 
design  on  page  129. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1G08,  ]\Ir.  Joseph  Coit  was  engaged  to  supply  the 
]»ulpit,  and  after  a  few  months  probation,  was  invited  to  settle.  Ihe 
committee  who  commnnizatcd  this  resolution  to  Mr.  Coit,  received  from 
him  an  answer,  which  tlicy  reported  in  town  meeting,  in  the  following 
words  : 

"  Wc  have  received  a  writing  from  Mr.  Coit,  in  which  ho  dolh  expressly  declare  liis 
disn«;rce?iicnt  from  Norwich  church,  and  consequently  he  can  not  walk  with  them,  for 
how  can  two  walk  together,  if  they  bo  not  agreed  1 — But  lio  that  iu  matters  controvcr- 

♦  There  wns  nn  order  in  1705  "  to  mend  the  pyramid  ond  close  iho  leanto  roofs  where 
thcv  join  to  the  hody  of  the  house." 

t  Windows  of  ihirt  kind  lonjj  remained  in  a  few  old  huildinps  in  Norwich.  They 
weiT  small  and  of  the  same  form  as  the  panes  of  glass, — a  rhomb,  or  diamond-shaped. 
Sash  casementM,  and  glass  with  tquaro  cornel's,  woro  of  later  introduction. 
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sial  doth  set  up  his  own  opinion  in  opposition  to  the  Synod  Book,  and  a  clond  of  wit- 
nesses, will  be  in  great  danger  to  wander  from  the  way  of  peace  and  truth.  But  as 
for  us,  let  us  please  one  another,  in  that  that  is  good,  and  may  be  for  edification. 
Voted." 

Mr.  John  Woodward  was  their  next  candidate,  and  a  vote  was  passed 
to  ''call  him  to  office."  He  accepted  this  call,  and  was  ordained  in  Octo- 
ber, 1699.  I 

The  church  organization  in  the  days  of  Mr.  Fitch  not  only  extended 
over  the  nine-miles-square,  but  took  in  the  new  settlements  of  Windlinm 
and  Canterbury.  Mr.  Woodwaixl's  parish  was  at  first  of  the  sdnie  extent. 
The  church  records  now  extant  begin  with  his  ministry.  The  first  per- 
sons who,  after  his  ordination,  ''Publickly  owned  ye  Covenant  of  Grace,** 
were — 

Mr.  John  Fitch,  of  Windham. 
Mr.  Joseph  Bradford. 

Abigail,  ye  wife  of  Brother  Thomas  Baldwin. 
Jabez  Perkins.  Isaac  Lawrence. 

This  accession  was  in  1700.    The  same  year,  Mr.  Fitch  above  named 
was  received  into  full  communion,  as  were  also  Thomas  Baldwin  and  John 
Birchard. 
The  first  child  baptized  by  Mr.  Woodward  was 

Margaret  ye  Daughter  of  Brother  John  Eldcrkin,  2  d.  12  m.  1700. 

This  in  our  style  would  be  Feb.  2,  1701.  A  comparison  of  births  and 
baptisms  shows  tliat  children  were  then  baptized  at  an  early  date,  gener- 
ally the  first  or  second  Sabbath  after  birth,  being  [>resented,  when  the  rite 
was  performed  in  public,  by  the  father  only. 

The  town  having  agreed  to  provide  IVIr.  Woo<lward  with  a  parsonage, 
purchased  the  house  and  home-lot  of  Samuel  Huntington  for  his  accom- 
modation. It  was  the  former  residence  of  Capt.  James  Fitch,  and  sold 
by  him  at  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Canterbury.  Mr.  Huntington  was 
.  now  preparing  to  remove  to  Lebanon,  and  ihercfoni  willing  to  part  with 
his  recent  purchase.  Out  of  the  lot  the  town  reserved  an  acre  and  a  half 
for  "a  common  burial  place."  This  was  soon  opened  for  interments,  and, 
with  an  adjoining  lot  since  purchased,  is  still  used  as  the  Society  Burial 
Ground. 

In  1715  the  town  ordered  this  new  burial-place  to  be  surveyed,  and  its 
boundaries  marked  by  mere-stones.  It  remained  long  uninclosed.  The 
first  persons  known  to  have  been  interred  here  were  Deacon  Simon  Hunt- 
ington, and  his  grandson  of  the  same  name,  a  young  man  who  was  killed 
by  the  bite  of  a  rattlesnake.  According  to  tradition,  the  venomous  ser- 
pent darted  its  fangs  into  his  foot  while  he  was  mowing  in  the  meadow, 
near  the  spot  where  he  was  interred.     The  weather  was  hot,  the  blood  of 
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llic  youth  innamef]  with  exercise,  and  the  poison  exhibited  its  deadly 
poirer  nlmost  instnntnncouslj.  Hie  body  became  swollen,  iiig  (lesb  turned 
purple,  mill  ho  died  in  n  few  hours. 

Itcnil-xtonca  of  mugh  frrnnitc,  standing  ns  sontincia  to  (hcsc  graves, 
Imve  llicir  inscnplions  Blill  legible,  and,  with  a  siintlar  memorial  to  the 
memory  of  Thomas  Ailgnte,  are  the  oldest  gravc-Blonea  in  the  town. 
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ADGET    WHO 

DIED  JVLY  1707 

IN  ye    87th    YEAR 

SIMON 

HVNT INGTON 

DVED     JVLY 

29.         1707 

AGED     21 

YEARS. 

Three  others  of  the  tiret  proprietors  were  interred  in  this  ground,  nnd 
have  their  gmvca  indicated  by  legibly  inscribed  stonca :  Thomas  Water> 
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man,  John  Post,  and  Stephen  Giffbrd.  .  The  first  Tliomas  Lcffingwoll  was 
undoubtedly  buried  here,  but  he  has  no  memorial. 

Before  the  purchase  by  the  town  of  this  Huntington  lot,  tlie  only  plaoo 
in  Norwich  known  to  have  been  used  as  a  cemetery  was  that  which  is 
called  the 

POST  AND  GAGBB  BUBIAL  QBOUND. 

Sarah,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Post,  died  in  March,  1661,  and  is  supposed 
lo  have  been  the  first  person  who  deceased  after  the  settlement  of  the 
town.  She  was  buried  on  the  home-lot  of  her  husband,  and  the  place  of 
her  interment  was  soon  after  sequestered  and  appropriated  by  the  town 
authorities,  fbr  ,the  common  burial-place  of  the  inhabitants.  It  was  re- 
corded Dec  16,  1661. 

Memorandum. 

The  Tovrne  hath  parchased  a  borjring  place  of  Thomas  Post,  vide  a  parccll  of  land 
«ight  rod  one  way  and  ftve  and  a  half  rod  the  other  way  in  the  home  lott  of  the  said 
Thomas  Post  towards  the  reare  of  his  lott  ajoining  to  the  west  side  of  goodmnn  Gadgets 
lott,  the  said  Thomas  Post  allowing  a  highway  of  six  feet  broad  to  the  burying  place. 

To  this  area  an  addition  was  aflerward  made  from  the  ai^joining  lot  of 
John  Gager,  and  in  1693  the  burying-place  was  recorded  as  an  irregular 
oblong  plot,  the  extreme  iengtli  eleven  rods,  and  the  greatest  breadth 
seven. 

In  1697  the  town  granted  to  Samuel  Gager  ^Hwelve  acres  of  land  on 
Connecticut  Plains,  in  consideration  of  the  land  taken  out  of  his  father's 
home<*lot  for  a  burial-place." 

The  Post  home-lot  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  family  for  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  years.  It  was  then  sold  by  Jl>scph  Post  of  Leb- 
anon to  Ezekiel  Barrett.  The  deed  of  conveyance,  dated  April  14,  1775, 
afler  describing  the  bounds,  has  this  clause : 

*'  Excluding  al)Out  32  rods  of  hind  within  the  said  bounds,  belonging  to  the  town  of 
Norwich,  being  the  old  burying  ground,  wttii  liberty  of  a  i>ont  way  ucross  my  other 
land,  from  the  town  street  to  tho  above  bargained  premises,  to  pass  and  rpposs." 

This  is  perhaps  the  latest  record  respecting  the  old  Grave  Yard.  It 
seems  never  to  have  been  fenced  or  separated  from  the  adjoining  lots,  and 
becoming  gradually  identified  with  them,  has  been  occupied  as  private 
property. 

After  the  year  1700,  very  few  interments  were  made  in  this  ground. 
The  Gager  family  lay  in  a  group  near  the  south-east  part  of  tiic  plot. 
Several  rude  head-stones,  with  initials  and  perhaps  a  date,  were  formerly 
to  be  seen  here,  but  the  only  regular  grave-stone  known  to  have  been  set 
in  this  burial-place  was  that  of  Mr.  Samuel  Gager,  who  died  in  1740,  and 
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in  accordance  with  his  specinl  request  was  laid  here  by  the  side  of  his 
ancestors.  His  monumental  slab,  with  a  broad-winged  face  graven  at  the 
top,  and  overshadowing  the  inscription,  was  standtngi  though  in  a  broken 
and  leaning  condition,  tottering  to  its  fall,  in  the  year  1825,  when  the  fol- 
lowing epitaph  was  taken  from  it : 

By  the  Bodies  of  his  Parents 

Here  lies  the  Body  of 
MR.  SAMUEL  GAGEB. 
A  steady  coanscUor,  a  friend  to  piety ; 
was  an  enemy  of  vice,  a  lover  of 
pure  public  worship,  and  being  blessed 
with  long  lire  left  tliis  world  with 
a  comrortablo  hope  of  life  eternal, 
on  the  I  Ith  day  of  June  1740, 
In  the  86th  year  of  his  age. 

A  few  fragments  are  all  that  now  remain  of  this  stone,  and  no  other 
inscribed  blocks,  or  even  the  suggestive  memorials  of  grassy  hillockS| 
remain  to  indicate  the  treasures  that  have  here  been  deposited. 

In  very  few  instances  are  the  graves  of  the  first  generation  of  our  set* 
tiers  distinguished  by  coeval  monuments.  The  men  of  that  age,  encom- 
passed with  labors  and  privations,  exhausted  in  laying  the  foundations  of 
society,  Imd  no  leisure  to  cultivate  the  monumental  arts,  and  rear  tombs 
and  i'olunnis  over  their  falling  com|)anions.  But  the  more  favored  inhab- 
itants of  a  later  day,  the  prosperous  sons  of  these  laborious  fathers,  Jiave 
a  debt  of  grateful  reverence  to  pay,  which  should  lead  them  to  preserve 
the  sacred  dust  from  dishonor  and  cherish  with  reverent  awe  the  sepul- 
chres of  the  fathers. 

An  opinion  has  been  current  of  late  years,  that  the  persons  interred  in 
this  ancient  Cemetery  were  principally  friendless  people,  infants,  Indians^ 
and  a  few  individuals  of  the  Post,  Onpjcr,  and  other  neighboring  families^ 
that  died  soon  after  the  settlement.  But  where  then,  it  may  be  asked,  are 
we  to  look  for  the  graves  of  nearly  the  whole  of  the  first  generation  of 
settlors  ?  The  second  ground  was  not  opened  for  interments  till  forty 
years  after  the  settlement.  It  would  be  a  very  moderate  computation  to 
assume  that  during  this  period  the  deaths  of  all  ages  in  the  town-plot 
avci-agfd  three  per  year,— more  probably  it  was  four  or  five, — and  we 
know  of  no  ofher  place  where  even  one  of  them  was  laid  but  in  this  com* 
mon  liurial-pjround. 

Several  of  I  he  proprietors  emigrated  to  new  towns  in  the  neighborhood, 
but  of  those  who  were  undoubtedly  laid  in  the  grave  at  Norwich,  and  who 
died  before  1700,  we  may  name  the  following: 
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William  Backus,  the  elder,  dying  before  1663. 

Francis  Griswold,  1671. 

Major  John  Mason,  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Anna  Mason,  both  dying  in 
1672. 

Capt  John  Mason,  son  of  the  Major,  fatally  wounded  at  the  Narragan- 
sett  fort  fight  in  December,  1675,  and  dying  in  1676. 

John  Bradford,  1675.  Samuel  Hyde,  1677. 

William  Hyde,  1682.  Nehemiah  Smith,  1685. 

Lieut.  Thomas  Tracy,  1685.  John  Elderkin,  1687. 

Thomas  Bliss,  1688,  and  his  son,       Thomas  Bliss,  Jr.,  1681. 

Jonathan  Royce,  1689. 

John  Olmstead,  the  first  physician  of  the  town,  1689. 

Hugh  Calkma,  1690. 

The  first  Christopher  Huntington,  1691. 

John  Baldwin,  (unknown.)  ^ 

Bichard  Edgerton,  1692. 


CHAl^ER  X. 
Town  Clerks.    Patbht.    NxionBORiNO  Towns.    Major  Fitoh. 

John  Birciiard  has  been  already  mentioned  as  the  first  Town  Clerk 
or  Rcconlcr  of  Norwicli.  TIic  second,  and  first  of  whose  appointment 
any  record  lias  been  found,  was  Christopher  Huntington,  elected  in  I6789 
and  retained  in  ofTico  until  lib  death  in  169L  Rtehnrd  Bushnell  was 
cliosen  his  successor  in  December  of  that  year,  and  between  hikn  and 
Christopher  Huntington,  2d,  the  son  of  the  former  Christopher,  the  office 
alternated  irregularly,  to  the  6th  of  December,  172G,  when  Isaac  Hunt- 
ington, the  son  of  the  second  Christopher,  was  chosen  to  the  clerkship^ 
and  retained  the  oflice  till  removed  by  death  in  1764.  During  this  period 
of  thirty-five  years,  at  the  annual  meetings,  tlie  question  was  regularly 
put  by  the  moderator — "  Will  the  town  now  pi'oceed  to  the  choice  of  a 
Clerk?'* — and  uniformly  decided  in  the  negative;  it  being  understood 
tliat  the  then  incumbent  was  to  be  continued  until  a  successor  was  ap- 
pointed. 

After  the  death  of  Isaac  Huntington,  the  clerkship  was  assigned  for 
one  year  to  Benjamin  Huntington,  Senr.,  of  the  sixmo  generation  with 
Isaac,  but  the  next  year  it  came  back  to  the  family  of  Isaac,  and  was 
awarded  successively  to  his  son  Benjamin,  and  his  grandson  Philip,  and 
his  great-grandson  Benjamin,  continuing  in  this  line  to  the  year  1830, 
when  the  records  were  removed  to  Clielsea,  and  a  Clerk  chosen  from  that 
society.  Tiius  six  generations  of  Huntingtons,  in  a  right  line,  held  the 
clerkship,  from  1078  to  1830, — 152  years;  with  a  single  exception  in 
1778,  when  Samuel  Tracy  was  chosen  to  oflice  for  one  year.* 

The  Town  Clerk  was  also  generally,  if  not  uniformly,  the  Clerk  of  the 
First  Ecclesiastical  Society,  from  the  first  formation  of  that  society,  as 
distinct  from  the  town,  to  the  year  1828. 

In  1C84,  the  list  of  estate  as  returned  to  the  General  Court  was  £0,265. 
Number  of  taxable  persons,  115. 

•  The  cx|>cricnco  of  New  Haven  furnishes  a  similar  instance  of  perpetuity  in  oflice. 
Three  iucrcwive  Samuel  Bishops — father,  son  and  grandson — held  the  ofHce  of  Town 
Clerk  of  New  Ilaren  for  85  years,  from  1717  to  1801.  Elisha  Munson,  nephew  of  tho 
lost  of  these  Samuel  Bishops,  who  had  acted  as  his  clerk,  succeeded  him,  and  continued 
iu  office  till  1832.    Tho  four  held  the  office  116  years. 


184  BISTORT    OF    NORWIOH. 

In  1685,  a  patent  was  obtained  which  confirmed  to  the  town  the  original 
tract  of  nine  miles  square,  to  be  an  entire  township,  "according  to  tho 
tenor  of  East  Greenwich,  in  Kent,  in  free  and  common  soccage,  and  not 
in  capite,  nor  by  Knight's  service.** 


PATENT 
OF  THB  TOWN  OF  NOEynOH,  A.  D.  1685. 

Whereas  the  Qenend  Court  of  Connecticat  have  forever  granted  unto  the  proprietors 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  Towne  of  Norwich  all  those  lands,  both  meadows  and  uplands, 
within  these  abuttments  (viz.)  from  the  mouth  of  Tradeing-cove  Brooke  tho  lino  to  run 
as  the  Brooke  to  the  head  of  the  Brooke  to  a  white  oake  marked  N :  and  from  thenco 
west  northwesterly  to  a  great  pond  to  a  black  oake  marked  N :  which  stands  neere  the 
mouth  of  the  great  Brooke  that  runs  out  of  the  pond  to  Norwich  river,  which  is  about 
seven  miles  from  the  said  Tradeing  Cove ;  and  from  thence  the  line  runns  North  noreast 
nine  miles  to  a  Black  oake  standing  by  the  river  aide  on  the  south  of  it,  a  little  above 
manmeagway,  and  from  thence  the  line  runs  south  southeasterly  nine  miles  to  a  white 
oake  standing  by  a  brooke  marked  N :  and  then  the  line  runs  south  southwesterly  nino 
miles  to  a  white  oake  neere  Robert  Allyn  and  Thomas  Rose's  Dwelling  houses,  which 
tree  is  marked  N :  and  from  thence  westerly  as  New  London  Bounds  runs  to  Mohegan 
river,  the  whole  being  nine  miles  square,  the  said  land  haveing  been  by  purchase  or 
otherwise  lawfully  obtayned  of  the  Indian  natives  proprietors. — And  whereas,  the  said 
Inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  the  s^  Norwich  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticutt  have  mado 
application  to  the  Oovemo'  and  Company  of  the  s^  Colony  of  Connecticutt  assembled 
in  Court  May  25^^,  1685,  that  they  may  have  a  patent  for  the  confirmation  of  tlie  aforo*' 
hmd,  so  purchased  and  granted  to  them  as  aforesaid,  and  which  they  have  stood  seized, 
and  quietly  possessed  of  for  many  years  late  post,  without  interruption.  Now  for  a 
more  full  confirmation  of  the  aforcsd  unto  the  present  proprietors  of  the  s^  Towneship 
of  Norwich  in  their  possession  and  injoyment  of  the  premises,  know  yce  that  the  s^ 
Goveniour  and  Company  assembled  in  Gcnerall  Court  according  to  the  Commission 
Granted  to  them  by  his  mngestic's  charter,  have  given  and  granted  and  by  these  pres- 
ents doe  give,  grant  Rattifie  and  confirme  unto  Mr.  James  Fitch  son','  Capt.  James 
Fitch,  Mr.  Bonjamine  Brewster,  Lieut.  Thonins  Tracy,  Lieut.  Tho.  liCfiingwoU,  Mr. 
Christopher  Huntington,  Mr.Simon  Huntington,  Ensign  William  Backus,  Mr.Thomas 
Waterman,  Mr.  John  Burchard  and  Mr.  John  Post,  and  the  rest  of  tho  snid  prosunt  pro- 
prietors of  Uio  township  of  Norwich,  tlioir  Iioirs,  successors  and  assigns  furovor ;  the 
aforesaid  parcell  of  land  as  it  is  Butted  and  Bounded,  together  with  all  tho  woods, 
meadows,  pastures,  ponds,  waters,  rivers,  islands,  fishings,  huntings,  fowleings,  mines, 
mineralls,  quarries,  and  precious  stones,  upon  or  within  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  all 
other  profiitts  and  comodities  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  any  wayes  appertayning ;  and 
Doe  also  grant  unto  the  aforesd  Mr.  James  Fitch,  sen',  Capt.  James  Fitch,  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Brewster,  Lieut.  Thomas  Tracy,  Lieut.  Thos.  Leffingwell,  Mr.  Christopher 
Huntington,  Mr.  Simon  Huntington,  Ensign  Wm.  Backus,  Mr.  Thomas  Waterman, 
Mr.  John  Birchard,  and  Mr.  John  Post,  and  tho  rest  of  the  proprietors,  Inhabitants  of 
Norwich,  their  heirs,  successors  and  assigns  forever,  that  the  fores^  tract  of  land  shall 
be  forever  hereafter  deemed,  reputed  and  be  an  intire  towneship  of  itself — to  have  and 
to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land  and  premises,  with  all  and  singular  their  appurtenances, 
together  with  the  priviledges  and  immunities  and  franchises  herein  given  and  granted 
nnto  the  say^  Mr.  James  Fitch  sen',  Capt.  James  Fitch,  Mr.  Bcnjamine  Brewster, 
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Licnt.  Thomai  Ttbcj,  Lieut.  Thomai  LelBogwell,  Mr.  Christophef  HuntiDgtoii,  Mr. 
Simon  Huntington,  Ensign  Wm.  Backus,  Mr.  Thomas  Waterman^  Mr.  John  Bircharcl 
and  Mr.  John  Post,  and  other  the  present  proprietors,  Inliabitants  of  Norwich,  theire 
heirs  successors,  and  assignes  for  ever,  and  to  the  onl j  proper  use  and  behoofe  of  the 
sayd  Mr.  James  Fitch  sen',  Capt.  James  Fitch,  Mr.  Bei\jamine  Brewster,  Lieut 
Thomas  Tracy,  Lieut.  Thomas  Leffingwell,  Mr.  Christopher  Huntington,  Mr.  Simon 
Huntington,  Ensign  Wm.  Baclins,*  Mr.  Thomas  Waterman,  Mr.  John  Birchard  an4 
Mr.  John  Post,  and  other  proprietors,  inhabitants  of  Norwich,  their  heirs,  successors, 
and  assigns  for  ever,  according  to  the  Tenor  of  East  Greenwich  in  Kent,  in  free  and 
common  soccage  and  not  in  capitte,  nor  by  Knite's  senrice,  they  to  make  improvement 
of  the  same  as  they  are  capable  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country,  yielding,  ren- 
dering, and  pnicing  therefore  to  our  sovereign  Ix>rd  tlio  king,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
his  dues  ncconling  to  Charter.  In  witness  wlicrcof,  we  have  caused  the  Scale  of  the 
Colony  to  be  hereunto  affixed  this  twenty-first  of  May,  1685,  in  the  first  yearo  of  the 
reigne  of  our  sovercigne  lord  James' the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  England^ 
ScotUind,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  faitii. 

ROBERT  TREAT,  Governor. 
^^^^^  March  30*'',  1687,  per  order  of  Gov',  and  Compony  of  the  Colon j 

{  8KAL.  [     of  Connecticntt. 

'  ^^^,^^, '  Signed  pr 

JoHR  Alltk,  Secrety. 

Entered  in  the  pub.  records.  Lib.  D :  fo.  138, 139,  Nov*  27*^,  1685 :  pr 

JoHK  Alltk,  Secrety. 

Twelve  Patentees  were  chosen  by  the  town ;  but  from  some  cause  un- 
known, Thomas  Adgate,  who  was  one,  is  not  named  in  the  instrument  as 
recorded  on  the  town  books.  They  will  all  be  recognized  as  belonging  to 
the  original  band  of  proprietors,  with  the  exception  of  Capt.  James  Fitch 
and  Mr.  Benjamin  Brewster. 

In  January,  1702,  a  fresh  enrollment  of  the  inhabitants  was  made,  in 
connection  with  "An  Act  for  the  more  equal  Division  of  the  Common 
Lands."  Tliis  list  seems  to  have  been  made  with  great  care,  and  we  may 
rely  upon  it  as  nearly  accurate.  It  enumerates  9  surviving  first  proprie- 
tors, 76  accepted  inhabitants,  and  6  orphans  under  age,  all  entitled  to 
share  as  first  settlers.  Twelve  other  persons,  who  had  more  recently  set- 
tled in  the  township,  were  entered  for  half  shares.  This  would  give  97 
freemen,  or  legal  voters  and  proprietors,  to  the  town.  Probably  the  num- 
ber of  actual  residents  was  considerably  larger. 

Jnn  :  31,  1701-2.    The  names  of  the  first  settlers  now  snrviving  are  as  foUowetb, — 

The  Rev.  Mr.  James  Fitch.  (died  18  Nov.  1702.). 

Lev't  Thomas  Leffingwell.  (d.  1710.) 

Deacon  Simon  Ilantington.  (d.  28  Jane,  1706.) 

Dcac.  Thomas  Adgate.  (d.  21  July,  1707.) 

Lcvt.  William  Backus.  (d.  1721.) 

John  Post.  (d.  17  Nov.  1710.) 

Thomas  Post.  (supposed  d.  f>  Sept.  1701.) 

John  Reynolds.  (d.  22  July,  1702.)  ' 

Morgan  Bowers.  (unknown.) 
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At  this  time  a  large  propordon  of  the  outlands  had  been  ahrcadj  dis- 
tributedy  and  were  in  a  great  measare  occupied.  All  the  better  part  of 
the  inhabitants,  in  addition  to  their  possessions  in  tlie  town-plot,  owned 
farms.  Many  of  the  sons  of  the  first  proprietors  had  settled  on  these 
paternal  acres.  The  wide  districts  now  forming  the  towns  of  Bozrah  and 
Franklin,  were  then  the  Norwich  farms.  "Several  of  these  farm  home- 
steads har^  descended  by  inheritance  to  the  present  day,  and  are  claimed 
by  virtue  of  the  original  town  grant. 

Before  the  year  1700,  several  flourishing  towns  were  growing  up 
around  Norwich,  most  of  them  offshoots  from  her  trunk  and  nouiished 
with  her  life-blood. 

A  part  of  Preston  was  originally  East  Norwich.  Lebanon,  Windham, 
Mansfield,  Canterbury,  Plainfield  and  Griswold  were  daughters  of  Nor> 
wich,  or  at  least  drew  a  large  proportion  of  their  eai*ly  settlers  from  her 
bounds. 

Though  John  Gates,  an  Englishman,  is  said  to  have  erected  the  first 
habitation  in  Windham,  as  early  as  1689,  yet  the  legatees  of  Joshua 
Uncas  were  the  first  proprietors  of  the  land,  and  fourteen  of  tlieso  (the 
whole  number  being  but  sixteen)  were  of  Norwich.  Those  who  claimed 
under  these  legatees,  the  Backuses,  Bingliams,  Huntingtons,  and  other 
early  settlers,  were  the  men  who  actually  founded  Windham,  changing  the 
wild  lands  of  Naubesetuck  to  a  thriving  plantation. 

The  first  town  meeting  at  Windiiam  was  held  June  11,  1G92.  Among 
the  town  officers  chosen  on  that  occasion,  seven  are  recognized  as  sons  of 
Norwich  proprietors,  viz. :  John  Fitch,  fourth  son  of  Rev.  Jnnics ;  Thomas 
Huntington,  son  of  Christopher ;  Joseph  Huntington,  son  of  Simon;  Sam- 
uel Hyde,  Jonathan  Hough,  and  John  Royce. 

Among  the  first  planters  wo  find  also  John  Backus,  Thomas  Bingham, 
Samuel  Birchard,  Benjamin  Armstrong,  Jonathan  Crane,  l^eter  Cross, 
Samuel  Giffbrd,  William  Moore,  Robert  Wade, — all  renioviug  (hither 
from  some  part  of  the  ninc-miles-square. 

Few  persons  of  tliat  period  had  more  influence  in  this  part  of  the  col- 
ony than  Captain,  or  as  he  was  afterwards  styled.  Major  Fitch.  He  was 
a  noted  friend  and  pati*on  to  tlie  Indians,  and  after  the  death  of  lilajor 
Mason,  possessed  more  sway  over  the  sachems  than  any  other  individual, 
not  excepting  their  other  distinguished  advocate,  Capt.  Samuel  Mason. 
The  signature  of  Owaneco,  subsequent  to  the  year  1680,  was  considered 
of  no  value  unless  countersigned  by  Capt.  Fitch  ;  the  Sachem,  with  the 
consent  of  the  General  Court,  having  authorized  him  to  act  as  his 
guardian. 
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(From  a  signature  of  1682.) 


*~ 


Major  Fitch  staads  forth  remarkablj  prominent  in  connection  with  the 
landed  interest  of  eastern  Connecticut  He  was  noted  as  a  land-sunreyor, 
land-registrar,  land-speculator,  and  a  land-holder  to  an  immense  extent 
By  Icgislatiye  grants,  by  purchase  from  other  grantees,  and  intimate  con- 
nection with  the  Indian  sachems,  he  accumulated  a  vast  number  of  acres. 
In  1G84,  he  obtained  from  Owaneco  the  native  right  and  title  to  a  broad 
tract  of  unsettled  land,  comprised  under  the  general  name  of  *Hhe  Nipmug 
and  Wabaquassuck  countrcys.**  The  southern  line  of  this  territory,  be- 
ginning at  the  Quinnabaug  river,  north  of  the  present  town  of  Brooklyn, 
and  running  west,  was  estimated  at  forty-Uve  miles,  and  from  this  western 
point  the  line  running  north  extended  beyond  the  northern  bountlarj  of 
Massachusetts. 

Out  of  this  tract,  the  town  of  Pomfrct  was  purchased  of  Capt  Fitch  for 
thirty  pounds.  It  was  called  the  Mashamoquet  Purchase,  and  consisted 
of  fiflecu  tliousand  one.  hundred  acres,  whicli  was  assigned  by  Fitch  to 
certain  proprietors.  May  5,  1G86,  the  deed  being  countersigned  by  Owan- 
eco and  Josiah. 

In  1687,  Owaneco  conveyed  to  Major  Fitch,  parcels  of  land  in  the 
(owns  of  Plainfiekl  and  Canterbury,  of  such  extent  as  also  to  be  measured 
by  miles.  A  mortgage  deed,  executed  in  favor  of  Simeon  Stoddard  of 
Boston,  Nov.  19,  1G81,  maps  out  a  portion  of  Major  Fitch's  accumulated 
iand  claims. 

Isl.  A  tract  "  in  the  crotch  of  tlie  rivers  Showtuckctt  and  Qiieenabauge,** 
a  mile  and  a  fourth  on  one  river,  and  nearly  three  miles  on  the  other,  now 
ilie  southern  part  of  Lisbon.  2d.  Four  tliousand  acres,  in  two  parts :  two 
tliousand  on  each  side  of  the  Quinebaug,  in  the  present  towns  of  Plainfield 
and  Canterbury.  3d.  Five  thousand  acres,  in  two  parts,  lying  south  of 
New  Itoxbiiry,  alias  Woodstock.  4th.  A  cultivated  farm  of  two  hundred 
acr(»s  in  Preston. 

Following  ^lajor  Fitch  by  his  various  deeils  on  record,  we  might  sup- 
pose that  during  a  part  of  his  life  he  changed  his  local  habitation  with 
every  revolution  of  the  sun.  On  one  occasion  he  is  spoken  of  as  an 
inhabitant  of  Preston. 

In  1  G'.)7,  ho  writes  himself,  "  I,  James  Filch  of  Norwich.** 

In  1G08,  "I  Janice  Fitch  of^Peagscomsuck.'** 

*  Deed  recorded  aX  Norwicli. 
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In  1699,  ^1  James  Fitch  of  Kent,  alias  Peagscomsot.''* 

In  1701,  "I  James  Fitch  of  Plainfield."t 

In  1703,  « I  James  Fitch  of  Canterbury;' 

But  though  Major  Fitch  had  farms  and  dwelling-houses  in  severaf  towir- 
ships,  and  seems  to  have  circulated  freely  through  his  possessions,  he  re- 
tained his  connection  with  Norwich  as  a  legal  inhabitant  dbwn  to  the  year 
1697»  He  then  removed  his  faouly  to  Pleagscomsuclt,}  on  the  Quinebaug^ 
river, — a  plantation  that  he  designed  should  be  called  Kent.  The  name^ 
however,  obtained  but  a  limited  currency,  and  was  soon  changed  to  Can- 
terbury. Of  this  town  he  was  pre-eminently  the  founder.  He  purchased 
the  land,  made  the  first  clearings,  laid  it  out  in  farms  and  honse-lots,  and 
built  himself  the  first  bam  and  the  first  framed  house  within  its  limits*. 
He  drew  afler  him  from  Norwich  other  substantial  settlers :  the  names  of 
Backus,  Bradford  and  Tracy  appearing  early  upon  the  annals  of  the* 
town. 

Canterbuiy  and  Plainfield  grew  up  like  twin  plantations,  side  by  side.. 
M^jor  fitch  was  one  of  the  first  proprietors  in  each.  Mr.  Joseph  Coit 
was  the  herald  of  the  gospel  to  both  communities,  and  for  several  years 
preached  alternately  at  either  place.  Plainfield  was  incorporated  in  1  fi99  ; 
Canterbury,  in  170& 

Major  Fitch  and  his  brother  Danie?  were  highly  esteemed  as  brave 
soldiers  and  ezpenenced  partizans  in  Indian  warfare.  In  the  summer  of 
1696,  a  band  of  Mohawks  committed  some  depredations  on  the  western 
towns  in  Massachusetts,  and  a  rumor  having  reached  Capt.  Fitch  that  a 
party  of  them  had  been  seen  skulking  about  Woodstock,  he  hastened  from 
his  farm  to  Norwich^  collected  a  band  of  whites  and  ]Moheg»ns,  and 
plunged  into  the  forests  in  pursuit  of  the  em;my.  From  Woodstock,  he 
sent  a  part  of  his  force  under  his  brother  Daniel,  to  range  the  wooils  fur- 
ther to  the  west,  which  they  did,  scouriiig  the  country  i\s  fur  as  Oxford,. 
Worcester,  and  Lancaster. 

Tradition  and  record  give  intimations  of  one  defect  in  the  character  of 
the  gallant  Major.  He  could  not  always  resist  the  temptation  toconviviat 
excess,  but  he  appeal's  to  have  had  the  Christian  gi*ace  to'acknowledgc  the 
fault  when  committed,  and  repent  of  it.  He  continued  his  connection  with 
the  Norwich  church  long  af\er  his  removal  to  Canterbury,  and  perhaps  till 
his  death.  He  was  under  the  temporary  discipline  of  the  Norwich  church 
in  1704. 

Yale  College  honors  Major  Fiteh  as  one  of  its  earliest  patrons.    He 


*  Deed  recorded  at  New  London. 

t  At  New  London :  deed  to  MassiaK  Harding  and  Richard  Cooke,  of  £a»tham« — 
1000  acres  in  Plainfield,  Cooke  sold  to  Elisha  Payne. 

X  This  was  the  Indian  name  of  an  island  in  the  rivers,  near  which  bo  settled. 
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contributed  to  the  funds  gathered  for  its  first  establishment,  gare  the  glass 
and  nails  for  tlie  college  edifice,  and  endowed  it  with  637  acres  of  land  in 
the  town  of  Killinglj. 

He  was  twice  married,  and  had  tliirteen  children.  His  first  wife,  Eliz- 
abeth Mason,  died  in  1684.  He  married,  second.  May  8th,  1687,  Alice, 
daughter  of  Major  William  Bradford  of  Plymouth,  and  relict  of  Rev. 
William  Adams  of  Dedham.  She  was  sister  of  Thomas  Bradford  of 
Norwich,  and  mother  of  Rev.  Eliphalet  Adams  of  New  London. 

Major  Fitch  died  in  Canterbury,  Nov.  10th,  1727.  His  youngest  son, 
Jabcz,  bom  in  1702,  was  a  respected  inhabitant  of  Newent  Society,  where 
he  filled  the  oflices  of  justice,  judge,  and  coloneL 


CHAPTER  XL 

BrIBF  MbMORIALS  of  THB  PsOPRIBTORS  AKD  their  DB80BNDi.NT8. 

Wb  have  now  reached  the  period  when  the  first  class  of  settlers  disap- 
pear from  the  scene.  One  generation  has  passed  awaj,  and  another  is 
rapidlj  verging  towards  the  down-hill  of  life. 

Before  dismissing  this  venerated  band  to  their  last  resting-place,  the 
few  facts  which  have  been  ascertained  respecting  each  proprietor  will  be 
rehearsed,  with  brief  notices  of  his  family,  and  gUinces  at  some  of  his 
descendants. 

I.    Majou  JonN  Mason. 

Every  memoir  of  Mason  is  obliged  to  take  him  up  at  the  prime  of  life, 
for  of  his  birth,*  parentage,  and  earlj  years,  no  certain  information  has 
been  obtained.  When  ho  first  -  appears  in  history,  he  is  in  the  English 
army  under  Sir  Thomas  Faiifax,  fighting  in  the  Netherlands  in  behalf  of 
the  Dutch  patriots,  against  the  bigotry  and  tyranny  of  Spain. 

He  is  supposed  to  have  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1G30,  with  Mr. 
Warham's  company  that  sailed  fi*om  Plymouth,  England,  March  20th, 
and  arrived  at  Nantasket  May  30th  of  that  ycar.f  But  this  can  not  be 
stated  with  absolute  certainty,  as  he  has  not  been  actually  traced  on  this 
side  of  the  ocean  before  December,  1G32,  when  he  was  engaged  in  a 
ciniise  with  John  Gallop,  under  a  commission  from  the  Governor  and 
Magistrates  of  Massachusetts  to  search  for  a  pirate  called  Dixy  Bull)  who 
had  for  some  time  annoyed  the  coast  with  petty  depredations.  He  was 
then  called  Lieutenant  Mason,  but  soon  aflerward  attained  the  nuik  of 
Captain.}  In  1G34,  he  was  one  of  a  Committee  appointed  to  plan  the 
fortifications  of  Boston  Harbor,  and  was  specially  employed  in  raising  a 
battery  upon  Castle  Island. 

In  March,  1635,  he  was  the  representative  of  Dorchester  to  the  General 
Court,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year,  or  early  in  the  next,  removed 

*  That  ho  was  born  about  1600,  may  be  inferred  from  his  ago  at  the  time  of  his 
death, — ^upwards  of  70  in  1672. 

t  Prince's  Chronology. 

X  Lifo  of  Mason,  by  Ellis. 
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with  the  major  part  of  Mr.  Warham's  people  to  the  Connecticut  Yallej* 
Here  the  emigrants  planted  themselves  on  the  western  hank  of  Connecti- 
cut river,  ahove  Hartford,  and  founded  the  pleasant  and  honorable  town  of 
Windsor. 

With  the  residence  of  Capt  Mason  at  Windsor,  all  the  stirring  scenes 
of  the  Pcquot  war  are  connected.  This  was  the  great  event  of  the  early 
history  of  Connecticut,  and  the  overshadowing  exploit  of  Mason's  life* 
He  was  instrumental  in  originating  the  expedition,  formed  the  plan,  fol- 
lowed out  its  details,  fought  its  battles,  clinched,  as  it  were  with  iron 
screws,  its  results,  and  wrote  its  history.  This  war  was  begun  and  ended 
when  Connecticut  had  only  250  inhabitants,  comprised  principally  in  the 
three  towns  of  Hartford,  Wethersfield  and  Windsor.  Out  of  these  Mason 
gatliercd  a  band  of  seventy  men,  and  passing  down  Connecticut  river, 
landcil  in  tlic  Nnrmgansett  country,  and  being  joined  by  a  band  of  friendly 
Indians,  marched  directly  into  the  heart  of  the  hostile  territory,  assailed 
the  Pcquots  in  their  strongest  fortress,  destroyed  it,  laid  waste  their  dwel- 
lings, and  killed  nearly  half  of  the  whole  nation.  This  expedition  occu- 
pied three  weeks  and  two  days.  The  skill,  prudence,  firmness  and  active 
cournge  displayed  by  Mason  in  this  exploit,  were  such  as  to  gain  him  a 
liigh  standing  among  military  commanders.  From  tliis  period  he  became 
renowned  as  an  Indian  fighter,  and  stood  forth  a  buckler  of  defence  to  the 
exposed  colonists,  but  a  trembling  and  a  terror  to  the  wild  people  of  the 
wilderness. 

In  lGd7,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Greneral  Court  the  chief  military 
officer  of  the  colony,  his  duty  being  "to  train  the  military  men"  of  the 
several  plantations  ten  days  in  every  year:  salary,  forty  pounds  per 
annum.*  At  a  later  period,  [1G54,]  he  was  authorized  to  assemble  all 
the  train-bands  of  the  colony  once  in  two  years  for  a  general  review. 
The  ofllce  was  equivalent  to  that  of  Major- General.  He  retained  it 
through  the  remainder  of  his  life,  thirty-five  years,  and  during  that  time 
appears  to  have  been  the  only  person  in  the  colony  with  the  rank  and  title 
of  Major, 

When  the  fort  at  Saybrook  was  transferred  by  Col.  Fenwick  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  colony.  Mason  was  appointed  to  receive  the  investment, 
and  at  the  special  request  of  the  inhabitants  he  removed  to  that  place  and 
was  made  commander  of  the  station.  Here  he  had  his  home  for  the  next 
twelve  years. 

Tlie  people  of  New  Haven  were  not  entirely  satisfied  with  their  loca- 
tion, and  formed  a  design  of  removing  to  a  tract  of  land  which  they  had 
purchastnl  on  tlio  Delaware  river.     In  1C51,  they  proposed  tliis  matter  to 

*  **  Tho  Bfiido  Cnpt.  Mnnou  slmll  hnvo  liberty  to  traino  tho  saido  military  mon  in 
OTcrjr  plnntntiou  tcuQ  dnycs  in  ovcrj  ycoro,  boo  as  it  bo  not  in  Jimo  or  July."  Coon. 
Col.  Roc,  1, 16. 
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Capt.  Masoiii  nrgenily  requesting  him  to  remore  with  them,  and  take  the 
management  of  the  company.  This  invitation  is  a  proof  of  the  high 
opinion  his  contemporaries  had  formed  hoth  of  his  civil  and  military  tal- 
ents. The  offers  they  made  him  were  liberal,  and  ho  was  on  the  point  of 
accepting,  when  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut  interfered,  entreating  him 
not  to  leave  the  colony,  and  declaring  that  they  could  by  no  means  con* 
sent  to  his  removal.  Finding  that  his  presence  was  considered  essential 
to  the  safety  of  Ck>nnecticut,  he  declined  the  offers  of  New  Haven.  If  he 
went,  there  was  no  one  left  who  could  make  his  place  good ;  neither  had 
New  Haven  any  person  in  reserve,  who  could  fill  the  station  designed  for 
him,  and  therefore  the  projected  settlement  never  took  place.  The  active 
disposition  of  Mason,  however,  never  lacked  emplojrment.  There  was 
scarcely  a  year  in  which  he  was  not  obliged  to  go  on  some  expedition 
among  the  Indian  tribes,  to  negotiate,  or  to  fight,  or  to  pacify  their  mutual 
quarrels.  At  one  time,  his  faithful  friend  Uncas  was  in  danger  from  a 
powerful  league  of  the  other  tribes,  but  the  seasonable  preparations  of  * 
Mason  for  his  relief,  frightened  the  foe  into  peace  and  submission.  At 
another  time,  he  was  sent  with  arms  and  men  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Long  Island  Indians,  against  Ninigrate,  the  powerful  sachem  of  the  Na- 
hanticks,  who  threatened  them  with  extirpation.  Tbb  service  he  gallantly 
performed ;  but  only  two  years  afterwards  was  compelled  to  appear  again 
on  that  Island  with  a  band  of  soldiers,  in  order  to  chastise  the  very  Indians, 
mischievous  and  ungrateful,  whom  he  had  before  relieved. 

We  find  him,  at  the  same  time,  and  for  several  years  in  succession, 
holding  various  public  offices,  all  arduous  and  important.  Ho  was  Indian 
agent,  Indian  umpire,  and  the  counselor  of  the  government  in  all  Indian 
concerns ;  captain  of  the  fort,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  empowered  to  hold 
courts  as  a  judge;  a  member  likewise  of  two  deliberative  bodies,  the  Con- 
n^'HSticut  Legislature,  and  tlie  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  United  Col- 
onies ;  Major-General  of  the  militia  at  home,  and  the  acting  commander 
in  all  expeditions  abroad.  In  1660  he  was  chosen  Deputy  Governor,  to 
which  office  he  was  annually  re-elected  for  eight  years,  five  under  the  old 
form,  and  three  under  the  King's  charter,  which  united  Connecticut  with 
New  Haven.  The  same  year  he  was  actively  employed,  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Fitch  and  others,  in  effecting  the  settlement  of  Norwich,  and 
also  in  purchasing  of  the  Mohegans  a  large  tract  of  land,  in  behalf  of  the 
colony. 

At  this  time  also,  for  nearly  two  years,  he  performed  all  the  duties  of 
the  chief  magistrate  of  the  colony, — Winthrop,  the  Governor,  being  absent 
in  England,  engaged  in  negotiations  respecting  the  charter. 

Thus  the  life  of  Mason  on  this  continent  may  be  distributed  into  four 
portions.  The  first  was  given  to  Dorchester,  and  the  remainder  in  nearly 
equal  parts  to  the  three  towns  in  Connecticut  that  he  assisted  in  planting. 
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Lrcntenant  and  Captain  at  Dorchester,  five  and  a  half  years. 

Conqueror  of  the  Pequots,  magistrate  and  major  at  Windsor,  twelve 
years^ 

Captain  of  the  fert,  and  Commissioner  ef  the  United  Colonies  at  Say- 
brook,  twelve. 

Deputy  Governor  and  Assistant  at  Norwich,  twelve. 

He  was  not  chosen  Deputy  Grovemor  after  1668,  but  continued  in  duty 
i»  nn  Assistant,  and  was  present  for  the  last  time  at  the  election  in  May, 
1671. 

Of  tlie  original  band  of  Norwich  purchasers.  Mason  was  one  of  the 
"earliest  laid  in  the  grave.*  He  died  Jan.  30,  1671-2.  According  to 
Trumbull,  he  was  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  his  age.  His  last  hours  ' 
were  chccrcfl  by  tlic  prayers  and  counsels  of  his  beloved  pastor  and  son* 
in-law,  Miv  Fitch.  Two  years  before,  ho  had  requested  his  fellow-citizens 
Co  excuse  him  from  all  farther  public  services,  on  account  of  his  age  and 
infirmity ;  so  that  tlie  dose  of  liis  life,  though  overshadowed  by  suffering 
from  an  acate  disease,  was  unharrassed  by  care  and  responsibility.  There 
b  no  coeval  record  that  points  out  his  burial-place,  but  uniform  tradition 
and  current  belief  in  the  neighborhood,  from  generation  to  generation, 
leave  no  reason  to  doubt  that  he  was  interred  where  other  inhabitants  of 
tliat  generation  were  laid,  that  is,  in  the  Post  and  Gager  Burial  Ground, 
or  First  Cemetery  of  Norwich. 

He  had  been  for  twelve  years  an  inhabitant  of  Norwich.  It  was  his 
tshosen  home,  and  no  urgent  motive  can  be  assigned  for  his  interment  else- 
where. Moreover,  it  was  mid-winter,  wiien  a  traveling  procession  in  a 
new  country,  with  the  imperfect  accommoclations  of  that  period,  would 
have  been  almost  impracticable.  Had  he  been  removed,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, to  any  otlicr  place  for  interment,  (to  Saybix)ok  or  Windsor, 
for  example,)  the  event  would  have  been  of  public  notoriety  throughout 
the  colony,  and  must  inevitably  have  been  recorded  somewhere  in  the 
annals  of  the  day. 

All  the  probabilities  therefore  are  in  favor  of  his  having  been  buried  in 
Norwich.  And  if  so,  where  ?  Not  in  a  quiet  nook  in  some  portion  of  his 
own  ground,  for  solitary  private  interments  were  not  common  in  those  days 
and  if  the  renowned  Capt,  Mason  had  bocn  entombed  in  his  garden  or  his 


•  Richard  Hcndy  hnd  deceased  before  this  period,  but  no  prominent  proprietor,  ex- 
<»pt  William  Dockss,  Sen^  The  precise  date  of  Mason's  death  is  ascertained  from  a 
cotemporary  journal  kept  by  Rev.  Simon  Bradstrect  of  New  London,  whose  record  is 
as  follows : 

*'Jan:30,  1671  (0.  S.)  Major  Jno.  Mason  who  had  several!  times  been  Deputy 
Govern'  of  Connccticot  Colony  dyed.  Ho  was  aged  about  70.  Ho  lived  the  2  or  3 
last  years  of  his  life  in  Kxtrcam  misery  with  ye  stone  or  strangury  or  some  such  deseaso. 
Ho  dyed  with  much  comfort  and  assur*  it  should  be  well  with  him."    Hist,  and  ^ 
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field,  would  fdl  knowledge  of  the  fact  hare  been  completely  obliterated 
from  history,  memory,  and  tradition  ?  Would  his  sons  have  sold  their 
inheritance  without  recording  tlie  fact  that  it  contained  thdr  father's  sep* 
ulchre,  and  stipulating  that  his  remains  should  bo  respected  ?  We  may 
take  it  for  granted  therefore  that  Mason  was  buried  in  the  common  place 
of  sepulture  with  his  friends  and  neighbors.* 

In  that  primitive  cemetery,  the  only  memorials  erected  in  honor  of  the 
dead  were  a  grassy  hillock,  and  a  block  of  unhewn  granite  at  the  head  and 
foot  of  the  grave.  No  squared  pillars  or  cliiscled  inscriptions  decorated 
this  humble  spot  The  stones  gradually  sunk  into  the  earth,  or  were 
removed  by  those  that  knew  not  they  had  any  watch  to  keep ;  the  graves 
wore  away  to  a  level  witli  the  field,  and  then  a  little  below  it,  and  long 
before  the  end  of  another  century,  the  ploughshare  and  the  seedsman 
passed  over  and  obliterated  every  vestige  of  grave  and  monument  from 
the  place. 

Mason  is  one  of  the  prominent  figures  in  our  early  history.  lie  shines 
forth  as  a  valiant  soldier  and  a  wise  counselor.  He  was  prudent,  and  yet 
enterprising ;  fertile  in  resources ;  prompt  and  heroic  in  the  field  of  action. 
The  natural  ardor  of  hb  mind,  fostered  by  early  military  adventures,  and 
continually  called  into  exercise  by  great  emergencies,  made  him  a  fearless 
leader  in  war.  Sturdy  in  frame,  and  hardy  in  constitution ;  regardless  of 
danger,  fiitigue,  or  exposure ;  he  was  invaluable  fui  a  pioneer  in  difllcult 
enterprises,  and  a  founder  of  new  plantations.  He  was  also  a  religious 
man  and  a  patriot ;  of  virtuous  habits,  and  moderate  ambition.  Though 
he  sustained  many  high  and  honorable  oflices  in  the  infant  colony,  he  is 
best  known  by  the  simple  title  of  Captain.  Trumbull  comprises  his 
peculiar  traits  in  these  few  words :  ^  He  was  tall  and  portly,  full  of  martial 
fire,  and  shunned  no  hardships  or  dangers  in  the  defence  and  service  of 
the  colony." 

His  sign  manual  seems  expressive  of  his  massive  person  and  bold  de« 
cision  of  purpose. 


*  This  argument^  seomingly  unnecossaiy,  is  prompted  by  the  doabts  and  sarmises 
that  have  been  broached  respecting  the  place  of  Mason's  burial.  Such  doubts  appear 
to  the  author  entirely  baseless.  They  have  originated,  doubtless,  from  the  absence  of 
graTC-fltones  and  the  obliteration  of  hillockB  in  this  old  burial-place.    Tho  meditatiye 
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Yet  viewing  the  character  of  Mason  at  this  distance  of  time,  we  become 
aware  of  some  rigid  and  imperious  features.  Though  faithful  to  his  con- 
victions of  dutj,  he  was  stem  and  unrelenting  in  the  execution  of  justice, 
and  as  a  magistrate  and  commander,  dictatorial  and  self-reliant 

Roger  Williams,  in  his  correspondence  with  Winthrop  of  New  London,* 
refers  to  Mason  in  terms  which  lead  us  to  infer  that  the  latter,  as. a  neigh- 
bor, was  not  particularly  acceptable  to  other  plantations : 

"  Since  I  mention  Capt  Mason,  worthy  sir,  I  humbly  heg  of  the  Father  of  Lights 
to  gnido  you  in  yonro  convorao  and  neighbourhood  with  him." 

"  Sir,  heape  coalcs  of  fire  on  Copt.  Mason's  head,  conquer  evil  with  good  but  be  not 
cowardly  and  overcome  with  any  evill." 

Again,  alluding  to  dispatches  that  he  had  received  from  CapL  Mason, 
he  says : 

"  The  letters  are  kind  to  myself  bat  terrible  to  all  these  natives,  especially  to  thou 
sachims." 

Uncas  and  his  tribe  were  peculiarly  the  wards  and  adherents  of  Mason,^ 
and  he  seemed  pledged  to  defend  Uiem  against  all  complaints.     Several* 
times  he  interfered  to  screen  his  favorite  sachem  from  punishment,  for  his. 
insolent  bearing  towards  the  neighboring  settlements,  or  for  his  depreda- 
tions upon  private  property ;  but  towards  other  native  clans.  Mason  was  • 
oAen  a  severe  and  exacting  ruler.    In  September,  1639,  he  broke  up  with, 
ruthless  determination  a  small  settlement  of  the  Pequots,  whose  only 
oflence  was,  that  they  had  huddled  together  at  Pawcatuck,  upon  the  skirt 
of  their  former  domain,  and  were  endeavoring  to  obtain  a  comfortable 
subsistence.     With  about  forty  of  his  own  men,  and  a  horde  of  Mohegans- 
under  the  command  of  Uncas,  he  made  a  sudden  descent  upon  the  village, . 
dispersed  the  terrified  inhabitants,  or  took  them  prisoners,  plundered  and. 
burnt  the  wigwams,  destroyed  all  the  goods  and  provisions  that  could  not 
be  removed,  and  returned  with  thirty  canoes,  taken  from  the  natives  audi 
filled  with  their  plunder.    They  found  a  harmless  people,  prospering  by 
means  of  their  corn-fields  and  fishing-boats ;  they  swept  over  the  scene,, 
and  left  nothing  but  flight,  terror,  and  desolation. 

It  was  probably  an  act  of  sagacious  foresight,  but  not  of  true  heroism. 
TVc  would  willingly  blot  it  out  of  Uie  history  of  our  gallant  captain.  Yet 
it  must  be  conceded  that  undue  severity  to  the  aborigines  was  then  a  part 
of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  not  a  peculiarity  in  the  character  of  Mason^. 

mind  very  nntnrnlly  asks  itself,— Can  it  bo  that  this  bold  Connecticut  pioneer  has  been, 
left  in  this  unnoticed  spot  for  nearly  200  years,  without  a  stone  to  mark  his  gravel' 
Aflor  womlcr  at  this  forgotfulncss,  comes  a  doubt  of  the  fact.    Yet  there  is  but  this  one 
place  pointed  out  by  tradition,  and  this  is  sustained  by  all  the  attendant  circumstances.  ■ 

*  Winthrop  Papers  in  Mass.  Ilist.  Coll.|  dd  series,  9,  278.    Letters  of  1648-9. 
10 
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We  may  be  disposed  to  charge  liim  with  cruelty  to  a  vanquished  foe ;  but 
the  same  taint  lies  on  most  of  the  early  colonists.  He  only  shared  in  the 
'  ferocious  character  of  the  age,  and  we  may  add,  in  that  misconstruction  of 
the  spirit  of  Christianity,  which  devoted  its  enemies  to  immediate  and  vin« 
dictive  destruction. 

Of  the  first  marriage  of  Ci4)t  ]Mason,  no  date  or  specification  has  been 
recovered.  A  memorandum  in  the  old  Church  Book  at  Windsor  gives 
the  number  of  those  who  had  died  in  the  plantation  before  the  year  1 680, 
and  mentions  as  one  of  them,  the  Captain* s  wife.  No  other  inhabitant  is 
known  to  have  had  at  that  time  the  title  of  Captain,  and  therefore  this 
may  be  pronounced,  without  hesitation,  the  wife  of  Mason.  In  July,  1 639, 
he  was  married  to  Anne  Peck,  who  was  the  mother  of  the  seven  cliildren 
recorded  at  Norwich,  which  list  is  supposed  to  comprise  his  whole  off- 
spring. 

Mrs.  Anne  Mason  died  at  Norwich,  before  her  husband.  A  memorial 
sermon,  preached  by  Mr.  Fitch,  represents  her  as  a  woman  of  eminent 
piety,  and  ^gifled  with  a  measure  of  knowledge  above  wliat  is  usual  in 
her  sex." 

^I  need  not  tell  you,  (says  the  preacher,)  what  a  Dorcas  you  have  lost; 
men,  women  and  children  are  ready  with  weeping  to  acknowledge  what 
works  of  mercy  she  hath  done  for  them."^ 

The  family  is  registered  at  Norwich,  with  this  heading :  ^  Tlie  names 
and  ages  of  the  children  of  Major  Mason."  The  day  of  the  month  is  not 
given,  nor  the  place  of  birth.    The  list  is  as  follows : 

Pmcilla,  bom  in  October,  1641. 


Sain  act, 

July,  1G44. 

John, 

August,  1646. 

Hachely 

Octolicr,  164S. 

Anno, 

June,  1650. 

Daniel, 

April,  1652. 

Elizabeth, 

August,  1654. 

The  first  three  were  probably  born  in  Windsor,  the  others  at  Sayhrook. 

Of  this  group,  three  were  ingnifted  into  tlie  Fitch  family,  lie  v.  Jmnes 
Fitch  married  for  his  second  wife,  in  October,  16G4,  Priscilhi  Mason;  John 
Mason,  2d,  married  Abigail  Fitch ;  and  James  Fitch,  2d,  married  Eliza- 
beth Mason,  Jan.  1,  1G7G. 


♦  Printed  at  Cambridge  by  Samuel  Green  in  1672.  But  neither  the  date  of  Mrs. 
Mason's  death,  nor  the  time  when  the  sermon  was  preached,  is  stated.  Tlie  title  page 
simply  refers  to  her  death  as  preceding  that  of  her  husband. 

"  A  Sermon  preached  upon  tlie  occasion  of  tlie  iJealh  and  Decease  of  that  piously 
affected  and  truly  religious  Matron,  Mrs.  Anne  Mason,  sometime  wife  to  Major  Mason 
■who  not  long  after  finished  his  course  and  is  now  at  rest.  By  Mr.  James  Fitch,  Pastor 
of  the  Church  at  Norwich." 
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Bachel  Mason  became  the  second  wife  of  Charles  Hill  of  New  London. 
Tlicy  were  married  June  12,  1G78,  and  she  died  in  less  than  a  year  after- 
ward. 

Anne  Mason  married,  Nov.  8,  1672,  Capt  John  Brown  of  Swanzej. 

John  Mason,  second  son  of  the  Major,  succeeded  to  his  father's  accom- 
modations in  Norwich. 

Tliis  gallant  young  Captain  was  severely,  and  as  it  proved,  fatally 
wounded  in  the  great  swamp  fight  at  Narragansett,  Dec  19,  1675.  It  is 
probable  that  he  was  brought  home  from  that  sanguinary  field  by  his  Mo- 
hcgan  warriors  on  an  Indian  bier.  His  wounds  never  healed.  Ailer  lin- 
gering several  months,  lie  died,  as  is  supposed,  in  the  same  house  where 
his  father  expired,  and  was  doubtless  laid  by  his  side  in  the  old  obliterated 
grave-yanl  of  the  firHt-coiners.  Though  scarcely  thirty  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  he  stood  high  in  public  esteem  both  in  a  civil  and 
military  capacity.  He  had  represented  the  town  at  three  sessions  of  the 
Legislature,  and  was  chosen  an  Assistant  the  year  of  his  decease.  In  the 
probate  of  his  estate  before  the  County  Court,  he  is  called  '*the  worshipful 
John  Mason.**  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bradstreet  of  New  London  records  his 
death  in  these  terms : 

"  My  hon'd  and  dear  Friend  Cnpt  Jno.  Mason  ono  of  yc  magistrates  of  this  Cdony, 
and  second  son  of  Major  Jno.  Mason,  dyed/'*  Sept.  18,  1676. 

lie  left  two  young  children :  Anne,  who  married  John  Denison ;  and 
John,  bom  at  Norwich  in  1673,  afterward  known  as  Capt  John  Mason, 
being  the  third  in  lineal  succession  who  had  borne  the  name  and  title. 
He  is  best  known  as  an  Indian  claimant,  visiting  England  to  assert  the 
rights  of  the  heirs  of  Major  Mason  to  those  lands  which  the  latter  pur- 
clitoscd  as  agent  of  the  colony.  His  connection  with  this  long  Moliegan 
controversy,  will  bring  him  at  another  period  within  the  range  of  our 
history. 

The  other  sons  of  IMajor  Mason,  S<imuel  and  Daniel,  settled  in  Stoning- 
ton,  on  an  ample  domain  given  by  the  colony  to  their  father,  near  the 
border  of  Long  Island  Sound.  Samuel  was  chosen  an  Assistant  in  1683, 
and  acquired  the  same  military  rank  as  his  father,  being  known  also  as 
Major  Mason.  lie  was  one  of  the  four  purchasers  of  Lebanon,  but  never 
removed  thither.  He  died  at  Sloninglon,  March  80,  1705,  leaving 
four  children,  all  daughters.  His  only  son,  John,  died  ten  days  before 
him,  aged  twenty-eight,  and  unmarried.  The  male  branch  in  this  line 
here  bectxme  extinct,  but  the  name  was  continued  in  the  line  of  the  oldest 
daughter,  Anne,  who  married  her  cousin,  the  third  John  Mason,  before 
mentioned. 

•  Uist.  and  Gen.  Reg.,  9\  46; 
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Lieut  Daniel  Mason,  the  earlj  schoolmaster  of  Norwich,  died  at  Ston« 
ington,  Jan.  28, 1736-7,  in  the  eightj-fifth  year  of  his  age.  His  first  wife 
was  Margaret  Denison  of  Roxhurj,  and  his  second  Rebecca  Hobart  of 
Hingham.  His  oldest  son,  Daniel,  married  Dorothy  Hobart,  and  settled 
in  Lebanon,  where  he  died,  July  4,  1706,  thirty  years  before  the  decease 
of  his  father,  leaving  only  one  child,  an  infant  son,  named  Jeremiah,  after 
his  grandfather.  Rev.  Jeremiah  Hobart.* 


n.    Ret.  James  Fitoh. 

This  venerated  man  died  at  Lebanon ;  a  plantation  in  which  he  had 
taken  great  interest,  and  where  several  of  his  children  had  established 
their  homes.  Li  the  quiet  cemetery  of  that  place,  where  almost  a  congre- 
gation of  good  and  great  men  have  since  been  gathered,  he  was  laid  to 
rest  The  monumental  tablet  that  marks  his  grave,  has  an  elaborate 
Latin  inscription,  said  to  have  been  written  by  his  son,  the  Rev.  Jubez 
Fitch,*  that  ^mishes  a  judicious  and  comprehensive  summary  of  his  life 
and  character* 

[translation.] 

la  thif  tomb  are  depositod  the  romains  of  the  truly  Reverend  Mr.  James  Fitch :  bom 
at  Booking,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  En^^land,  December  24,  1632 :  who,  tkticr  he  had 
been  well  instructed  in  the  learned  languages,  came  to  New  England  at  the  age  of  16, 
and  passed  seven  years  under  the  instruction  of  those  eminent  divines,  Mr.  Hooker  and 
'bii.  Stone.  Afterward  he  discharged  the  pastoral  ofHce  at  Saybrook  for  14  yean,  from 
whence,  with  the  greater  port  of  Ids  church,  he  removed  to  Norwich,  and  there  s|)ent 
the  succeeding  years  of  his  life,  engaged  in  the  work  of  tlie  Gospel,  till  ago  and  indrmity 
obliged  him  to  withdraw  from  public  labor.  At  length  ho  retired  to  his  children  at  Leb- 
anon, where  scarcely  half  a  year  had  passed,  whou  ho  fell  iislocp  in  Jesus,  Nov.  18,) 
1702,  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a  man,  for  penetration  of  mind,  solidity  of 
judgment,  devotion  to  the  sacred  duties  of  his  otlice,  and  entire  holiness  of  life,  as  also 
for  skill  and  energy  in  preaching,  inferior  to  none. 

Mr.  Fitch  is  placed  by  Mather  in  his  second  classis  of  New  England 
ministers,— consisting  of  "young  scholan),  whose  education  for  their 
» ■  »*■ • 

*  Mrs.  Dorothy  Mason  subsequently  married  Hczekiah  Brainerd  of  Haddam.  The 
devoted  missionary  to  the  Delaware  Indians  (David  Brainerd)  was  one  of  the  children 
of  this  connection. 

t  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  10, 68. 

X  In  the  town  book  at  Lebanon,  Nov.  19  is  the  recorded  day  of  Mr.  Fitch's  death. 
Slight  discrepancies  in  the  cotemporaneous  records  of  deaths  frequently  occur,  and  may 
sometimes  result  from  one  giving  the  d\y  of  death,  and  another  that  of  interment. 
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designed  ministry  not  being  finished^  eame  over  from  England  with  their 
friends,  and  had  their  education  perfected  in  this  country  before  the  Col- 
lege was  come  into  maturity  enough  to  bestow  its  laurels.*^ 

It  appears  that  the  fatlicr  of  tlie  family  had  deceased,  and  that  the 
mother  with  several  sons  craigt*atcd  to  this  country  in  1 638.  The  exact 
number  of  the  brotlicrs  tliat  came  over  has  not  been  definitely  ascertained. 
Thomas,  Joseph  and  James  can  I>e  clearly  traced.  But  there  was  a  coeval 
Samuel  Fitch,  sclioolmnster  at  Hartford,  that  married,  in  1650,  the  widow 
of  the  first  William  Whiting,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Milford,  who 
may  have  been  another  brother.f 

Tliomas  Fitch  settled  in  Norwalk,  where,  in  the  valuation  of  estates  in 
16G5,  he  was  the  highest  upon  the  llst^  He  is  also  the  first  person  men- 
tioned in  the  Patent  of  that  town,  granted  in  1685,  and  from  him  in  a  line 
of  three  generations,  each  bearing  the  same  name.  Gov.  Thomas  Fitch, 
who  occupied  the  chair  of  state  in  Connecticut  from  1754  to  1766,  was 
descended. 

Joseph  Fitch  can  be  traced  as  a  landholder,  or  as  a  temporary  inhabit- 
ant, at  Norwalk,  Hartford,  and  Northampton ;  but  he  ultimately  settled  at 
Windsor,  upon  a  valuable  farm  near  the  boundary  line  of  the  present 
towns  of  East  Hartfgjrd  and  East  Windsor.  John  Fitch,  whose  name  is 
honorably  coimccted  with  the  invention  of  steam  navigation,  was  %  de- 
scendant of  Joseph,  and  bom  Jan.  21,  1743,  near  the  place  where  his 
ancestor  settled,  on  the  Windsor  part  of  the  farm. 

Of  Mr.  James  Fitch,  our  immediate  subject,  we  have  a  statement  of  his 
birth,  emigmtion  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  seven  years  of  theological 
instruction  at  ILirtfoinl,  and  this  is  all  that  is  known  of  him  previous  to 
his  ordination  at  Saybrook  in  1G4G.  At  this  ceremony,  Mr.  Hooker  of 
Hartford  was  present,  but  the  imposition  of  hands  was  by  two  of  the 
brplliren  appointed  by  the  church  to  that  oflTice.  The  same  form  was  also 
used  at  the  same  place,  at  the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Buck- 
ingham in  1670.§  Mr.  Hooker  had  himself  been  ordained  in  the  same 
manner  at  Cambridge.  This  was  a  Congregational  ordination  in  the 
strictest  sense  of  the  term. 

The  clement  of  independence  tlius  wrought  into  the  original  structure 
of  I^Ir.  Filch*s  church,  was  brought  with  it  to  Norwich,  and  has  never  died 
out.  Though  not  subsequently  asserting  its  rights  in  the  special  form  of 
ordination,  the  congregational  principle  struck  its  roots  deep,  and  has  ever 

*  MajniAlia,  I,  215.     Hart.  Edition. 

t  In  WwtrottV  Life  of  John  Fitcli,  it  is  snid  that  five  brothers  omigratod,  bat  the 
Authority  flccmii  only  trndilionnry. 

I  Hnirn  IliRtory  of  NorwMk. 

4  TrumbuU'f  Conn.,  1,  299. 
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Binoe  maintained  its  ground,  giving  something  of  a  distinctive  character  to 
the  chnrch  in  its  whole  course.* 

When  a  part  of  Mr.  Fitch's  church  decided,  in  1660,  to  remove  to 
Norwich,  it  was  a  subject  of  some  contention  between  the  two  parties 
whether  he  should  stay  with  those  who  were  to  remain,  or  go  with  those 
who  should  remove.  He  was  greatly  beloved  by  all,  and  each  side  claimed 
him.  Afler  solemn  prayer  and  long  deliberation,  Mr.  Fitch  decided  that 
it  was  his  duty  to  keep  with  the  majority,  and  this  brought  him  to  Nor- 
wich. Soon  afler  his  removal  thither,  the  people  of  Hartford  invited  him 
to  become  their  minister,  thinking,  probably,  that  the  hardi^hips  of  a  new 
settlement,  and  the  prospect  of  extensive  usefulness  in  a  wider  and  more 
elevated  sphere,  might  induce  him  to  leave  his  flock.  The  only  reply  he 
sent  to  their  invitation  was  this :  '*  With  whom  then  shall  I  leave  these 
few  poor  sheep  in  the  wilderness  ?  ** 

The  oldest  Election  Sermon  in  Connecticut,  of  which  any  record  has 
been  discovered,  was  preached  by  Mr.  Fitch,  in  1674,  from  this  text: 
<'  For  I,  saith  the  Lord,  will  be  unto  her  a  wall  of  fire  round  about,  and 
will  be  the  glory  in  the  midst  of  her.*^ 

Other  products  of  his  pen,  yet  oxtant,  are :  a  sermon  on  the  death  of 
Anne,  wife  of  Major  Mason,  1 672,  and  a  small  volume  printed  at  Boston 
in  1^83,  with  an  Introduction  by  Rev.  Increase  Mather,  and  comprising 
three  distinct  tracts,  viz.: 

A  Treatiso  on  the  reformation  of  those  oriU  which  have  been  the  procwring  canso  of 
the  late  Judgments  upon  New  England. 
The  Norwich  Covenant,  which  was  nolemnljr  rcnovod  March  22, 1G7S. 
A  brief  Discourse  proving  that  the  First  Dtiy  of  tlio  week  is  the  Christian  Sabbatli. 

The  multiplied  labors  of  Mr.  Fitch  in  behalf  of  tlu)  Indians,  to  civilize. 
Christianize,  and  render  them  comfortable,  hnve  been  heretofore  noticed. 
His  correspondence  with  the  Governor  and  Assistants  was  voliuniiious. 
Among  the  documents  of  the  State,  letters  concerning  the  wayward  natives 
are  yet  extant,  bearing  his  Bigiiature. 

*  Rev.  11.  P.  Arms,  the  successor  of  Mr.  Fitch  at  the  present  day, — the  sixth  incum- 
bent of  the  pastoral  office  in  the  old  town  of  Norwich, — in  reference  to  the  ordination 
of  Mr.  Fitch,  observes  : 

"  We  retain  the  same  principles,  and  hold  that  all  ecclesiastical  authority  is  vested 
in  the  individual  churches,  and  that  while,  as  a  matter  of  Oiristian  courtesy,  we  ask 
the  aid  of  a  council  in  ordaining  or  deposing  ministers,  we  accede  to  that  council  no 
authority  beyond  what  the  church  delegates  to  it  £6x  the  occasion."  Norwich  JuUleo^ 
p.  252. 

t  Conn.  Col.  Rec,  2»  222. 
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As  a  pastor,  Mr.  Fitch  was  zealous  and  indefatigable.  In  addition  to 
his  other  labors,  ho  trained  several  young  men  for  the  ministry,  as  he  him- 
self had  been  trained  bj  Mr.  Hooker.  Rev.  Samuel  Whiting  of  Wind- 
ham, Taylor  of  Westfield,  and  Adams  of  New  London,  received  a  part 
at  least  of  their  theological  instruction  from  him.  Before  colleges  and 
academies  were  established  in  the  land,  a  course  of  study  in  the  family  of 
some  experienced  divine  was  the  customary  method  of  preparing  young 
men  for  the  ministry. 

licbanon,  we  have  said,  was  an  offshoot  of  Norwich.  In  1663,  Major 
M.ason  had  a  legislative  grant  of  500  acres  of  land,  with  his  choice  of 
location  in  the  unappropriated  territory  of  the  colony.  It  was  taken  up 
"at  a  place  called  by  the  Indians  Fomakuck  near  Norwich." 

The  registry  is  found  on  the  records  of  tlio  New  London  County 
Court: 

Wee  wlioftc  nnmcfi  nro  under  writcn  accordin^r  to  tho  order  from  (ho  Gcnorall  Coart 
wco  linvo  laid  out  fivo  hundred  token  of  upland  and  meadow  for  Maior  Mason  at  po* 
macook.  Thomas  Tract. 

Fkamcis  Qri8#old. 

from  NorwifT  1C65,  the  6th  [month  lefl  blank.l 

Arknowlcd^l  hj  Uncaf  sacliom  of  Molicgan  in  Court  at  New  London  Nor.  14, 
IGG5. 

Fomakuck,  or  Fomakook,  was  a  tract  of  land  upon  Deep  River  brook, 
near  the  borders  of  Lebanon  and  Franklin,  the  latter  being  then  a  part  of 
Norwich.  In  October,  1GG6,  a  pjrant  was  made  to  Mr.  Fitch  of  120  acres 
a<ljoining  Major  Mason's  land  at  Fomakook.*  To  this  grant,  Owancco, 
tlic  son  and  successor  of  Uncas,  at  a  subsequent  period,  in  acknowledg- 
ment of  favors  received  from  Mr.  Fitch,  added  a  tract  five  miles  in  length 
and  one  in  breadth.  This  munificent  gift  was  familiarly  called  Oie  MUe^ 
or  Mr,  Fitch's  Mile.lf 

Afterward  the  same  chief,  who  claimed  all  the  unsettled  lands  in  this 
quarter,  sold  to  four  proprietors,  viz.,  Capt.  Samuel  Mason  and  Capt.  John 
Stanton  of  Stonington,  Capt.  Benjamin  Brewster  and  Mr.  John  Birchard 
of  Isorwicii,  a  tract  five  miles  square,  "at  a  place  called  by  the  Indians 
Foque-clian-neog  adjoining  to  the  Mile,  eo  called  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitch." 
Thi:^  deed  bears  date,  Sept.  G,  1GI)2,  and  was  probably  executed  at  Nor^ 
wich,  the  witnesses  being  Richard  Bushnell  and  Thomas  Adgate.J 

•  Conn.  Col.  Rcc,  2,  49. 

t  L.  Ilehard,  Esq.,  of  Lebanon,  estimates  the  Mile  to  have  been  a  mile  in  width,  lib^ 
cral  measure,  and  aljout  sfvm  milcR  in  length  instead  of  flvo.  It  was  bounded  north  by 
Shcttickct  river,  and  east  by  Norwich. 

t  Acknowledged  iHjforo  Snmucl  Mason,  at  Norwich,  Jan.  5,  1698-9.  Rocordod  at 
Lebanon,  Book  I,  Article  1.    Endorsed,  confirmed  by  Gen.  Ass.,  May,  1705. 


152  HIBTOBT    OF    NORWICH. 

These  varioas  grants,  with  certain  strips  and  gores  purchased  at  a  later 
date,  moke  up  the  town  of  Lebanon.  Major  Mason  was  undoubtcdlj  the 
first  English  proprietor,  but  not  a  resident . 

The  distribution  into  lots,  tlie  occupation  and  actual  settlement  of  the 
town,  began  in  1695.*  The  number  of  grants  and  allotments  bearing 
date  in  November  of  that  year  is  about  fifty.  In  the  earliest  roll  of  inhab- 
itants, made  soon  after  1700,  are  the  names  of  four  sons  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Fitch, — Jeremiah,  Nathaniel,  Joseph,  and  Eleazer. 

According  to  tradition,  the  township  was  named  by  Mr.  Fitch  before  a 
house  had  been  built,  or  a  tree  felled  by  a  white  man  upon  the  tract. 
Within  the  bounds  of  the  Mile,  was  an  extensive  cedar  forest,  which,  by 
the  principle  of  association,  assisted  also  by  the  height  of  the  land,  sug- 
gesting to  the  mind  of  its  accomplished  owner  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon,  led 
him  to  bestow  the  name  of  Lebanon  upon  the  whole  tract. 

The  town  and  its  patron  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  each  other. 
Quiet,  beautiful,  dignified  Lebanon  I  with  its  broad  street  like  a  continued 
park,  and  its  fertile  farms, — ^tlie  birth-place  and  resting-place  of  the  two 
Trumbulb,  and  of  Williams,  equally  true-hearted  and  patriotic, — let  pil- 
grimages be  made  to  its  bounds,  and  wreatlis,  often  renewed,  laid  uiK>n  the 
graves  of  the  fathers  and  patriots  that  rest  in  its  bosom.f 

To  this  new  and  interesting  plantation  Mr.  Fitch,  in  the  year  1701, 
retired  to  die.  A  brief  summer  passed  in  its  quiet,  secluded  shades,  led 
him  gently  forward  to  the  tomb.  His  three  youngest  sons,  Nathaniel, 
Joseph,  ond  Eleazer,  early  settlers  of  Lebanon,  repose  near  him,  with 
head-stones  to  point  out  their  graves. 

Mr.  Fitch  was  twice  married,  and  had  fourteen  children,  whoso  births 
are  all  recorded  at  Norwich,  though  the  first  six  were  born  in  Saybrook, 
and  are  also  recorded  there,  with  the  death  of  the  first  wife.  All  the 
children  except  Elizabeth  are  referred  to  as  among  the  living,  in  the  will 
of  their  father,  February,  1C96,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  twelve  fol- 
lowed his  remains  to  the  grave.  Ills  first  wife  was  Abigail,  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  Henry  Whiteficld,  whom  he  married  in  October,  1G48.  She 
died  at  Saybrook,  Sept  9,  1G59,  and  in  October,  1CG4,  he  was  united  to 
Priscilla  Mason,  who  survived  him.  The  date  of  her  death  has  not  been 
ascertained.     Her  signature  (Priscilla  Fitch)  is  attached,  with  the  names 

*  The  name,  Lebanon,  was  current  in  the  neighborhood  of  Norwich,  before  it  was 
^ven  to  the  town.  Grants  at  Lebanon,  referring  to  certain  parts  of  wliat  is  now  Frank- 
lin, wore  recorded  in  1687.  Tiie  farms  of  John  Johnson  and  Thomas  Daldwiu  were 
described  as  **  near  to  Lebanon/'  and  Johnson  had  ten  acres  in  Ltbanon  Valley,  LitUo 
Lebanon  and  Lebanon  Ilill  were  terms  used  at  that  period  in  reference  to  places  in 
Franklin. 

.t  In  1850,  there  was  no  lawyer  and  no  tavern  in  Lebanon.    The  population  had 
vsomewhat  decreased,  and  was  then  only  1,901. 
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of  other  Mason  heirs,  to  a  quitrclaim  deed  to  rights  in  Mohegan  lands 
derived  from  their  ancestor  Major  Mason,  March  20,  1710,  probably 
N.  S.  1711. 

The  Fitch  family  soon  became  numerous,  and  the  name  widely  spread, 
owing  to  the  preponderance  of  sons  in  the  early  branches.  Mr.  Fitch  had 
himself  nine  sons,  and  his  oldest  son  James  the  same  number.  Joseph 
had  seven  sons,  and  Nathaniel  fifteen  diildren,  of  whom  eleven  were  sons. 
Eleazer,  the  youngest  of  the  original  family,  was  the  only  one  who  left  no 
posterity. 

It  is  a  little  singular  that  not  one  of  the  sons  of  Mr.  Fitch  establbhed 
his  ])ermanent  home  in  Nonvich.  James  went  to  Canterbury.  Samuel 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Preston  as  early  as  1 687.*  Daniel  became  an  inhab- 
itant of  the  North  Parish  of  New  London,  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  Norwich,  but  not  within  its  bounds.  John  went  to  Windham.  Jabez 
pursued  his  ministerial  calling  at  Ipswich  and  Portsmouth,  and  the  four 
others  took  up  farms  in  Lebanon. 

Capt  Daniel  Fitch  above  named,  of  the  North  Parish  (now  Montville), 
was  born  at  Norwich  in  the  fifth  year  after  the  settlement,  and  died  June 
8,  171 1.  His  inventory  shows  that  he  owned  three  farms,  one  at  Trading 
G)vc,  one  at  Dry  Brook,  and  one  lying  on  both  sides  of  Connecticut  pathy 
that  is,  the  road  to  Hartford,  through  Colchester.  The  homestead  farm  at 
Trading  Cove  was  a  town  grant  to  his  father,  and  has  never  been  either 
bought  or  sold,  but  has  descended  by  inheritance  to  the  present  day, 
(18G5.) 

As  a  general  rule,  the  early  Fitches  were  men  of  capacity,  and  pros- 
perous in  their  worldly  concerns.  It  was  formerly  a  current  saying 
among  tlie  fanners  of  the  neighborhood,  that  the  Fitches  always  settled 
by  a  stream  of  water,  which  was  equivalent  to  saying  that  they  were 
tliriving  men  possessed  of  valuable  farms. 

The  five  daughters  of  the  Rev.  James  Filch  were  connected  in  mar- 
riage as  follows : 

Abigail  with  Capt.  John  Mason,  2d. 

Elizabeth  with  Rev.  Edwaixl  Taylor  of  Westfield,  Mass. 

Hannah  with  Thomas  Mceks,  or  Mix. 

Dorothy  with  Nathaniel  Bisscll. 

Anna,  the  only  daughter  of  the  second  marriage,  became  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Bradford. 

Two  of  these  daughters,  viz.,  Abigail  and  Hannah,  remained  at  Nor- 
wich. Thomas  Mceks  married  Hannah  Fitch  June  80,  1G77.  They 
settled  on  the  east  of  the  Shetucket,  but  within  the  bounds  of  tlie  Nine- 
mi  li^s-pqunre. 

*  Mr.  SiimucI  Fitch  died  in  1725.  Ilo  was  tho  ancestor  on  the  maternal  side  of  Ab*- 
Fitch,  Esq.,  of  Fitch yillo. 
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B;  means  also  of  inlermarriagcs  with  other  families  of  the  town,  Noi^ 
wick  still  retains  a  largo  interest  in  tlio  family  of  her  first  revered  minl^ 
ter.  Not  onljr  his  influence,  memory,  and  example,  but  the  vital  current 
that  quickened  his  frame,  flows  in  the  veins  of  manj  of  her  children. 

Mr.  Taylor,  who  settled  in  the  ministry  at  Westflcld,  Afass.,  had  been  a 
theological  student  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Fitch.  His  attachment  to  the 
daughter  probably  commenced  at  that  time.  A  love-Iettor  that  she  re- 
cdved  from  him  before  their  marriage,  has  been  preserved,'  which  dis- 
plays in  a  striking  manner  the  quaint  and  mulaphorieal  taste  of  the  ago,^ 
a  taste,  the  decline  of  which  can  not  be  lamented,  since  it  seems  better 
adapted  to  the  display  of  an  elaborate  fancy,  than  to  express  genuine  feeling. 

The  address  was  accompanied  with  a  crude  sketch  of  a  carrier  dove 
with  an  olive-branch  in  his  mouth. 


This  hi  mj  fHcnd  and  onlj  bslovod 
Miis  Klizabbth  Fircn, 
U  her  father'*  hoiiis  In  Monrich. 


Wkstiield,  S  da;  of  7tli  monili,  ICT4. 

My  Dore, 

I  lond  you  not  mj  heart,  for  that  I  (rust  la  lont  to  Ilcsvcn  lonf;  ilnce, 
and  UDlflu  il  hull  wofully  deceived  ma,  it  liatti  not  taken  up  ila  lDd|{iii|^  in  niijr  oiiu'l 
boMim  on  thii  side  or  tho  Ijoyul  Ciijr  of  the  Grciit  Kiug,  Lut  yut  llio  iiiuac  uf  it  iliul  ii 
allowed  to  iM  lujcd  out  ui>on  any  crcniuro  ilotli  unruly  iind  tinjjly  Tiill  to  your  tiian. 

So  much  my  poAt  jilijKun  |iruiicnu  yuu  wiili  licru  in  (licso  liiivii.  I.ouk  not,  1  oiilcvat 
you,  n]ion  it  as  one  of  liova't  liyiMTlulos,  i[  I  liorrow  tlia  licnniB  uf  aonio  K|HirkliU); 
motnplior  to  illuatruto  my  rcii|ioi;(ii  unio  lliyaolf  by,  for  you  havint;  mnilg  my  Inuat  llio 
cabinet  of  your  alToetiona,  m  I  yours  mine,  1  know  not  bow  to  oflur  a  filler  conipari' 
■on  to  set  out  my  love  by  than  to  compiiru  it  unto  a  goldcu  bull  or  pura  (ins,  rulliii);  up 
and  down  my  bruagt,  from  which  tiiero  flios  now  and  ihcD  a  apnrk  Ilka  a  glorkiua  licum 
from  the  body  of  Ibo  flaming  bd  it.  Uut  alnal  atriving  to  catch  thcae  apiirka  iniu  alovo- 
len«r  unio  younelf.  and  to  gild  it  with  tlioin  us  with  n  aiinbcam,  1  liiid  llml  Ly  what 
tinie  they  have  fallen  through  my  pen  upon  my  pnpcr  iliuy  liavo  lost  their  shine,  and 
fall  only  like  a  btile  smoke  thorcon  inateiul  of  gilding  ihcm,  wherefore,  finding  myaclf 
so  much  deceiTCd,  I  am  renily  to  bcgrud)^  my  inatrumcnls,  for  llioiigli  my  love  within 
my  brenit  ia  so  Urge  that  my  heart  is  doc  sufiicient  to  contain  it,  yet  they  c;iii  make  it 
no  more  room  to  ride  into,  than  to  cciuceze  it  up  betwixt  mr  blocl:  ink  and  white  paper. 
But  know  that  it  ii  tlie  coaraagt  part  that  ia  couehant  lliere,  for  tho  purcat  is  loo  fine  to 
ckithe  in  any  linguiah  huawifiy,  or  to  bo  expreaied  ia  words. 


■If  n 


.  the  arigioal,  at  least  a  careful  copy. 
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BCMU,  Thomas  and  Matthew,  both  of  whom  had  families.  The  fonner  died 
in  the  84th  and  the  hitter  in  the  8l8i  year  of  his  age.  Most  of  the 
descendants  emigrated  to  other  states,  and  the  name  is  now  rare  in  this 
▼icinitj.  Matthew,  the  son  of  Matthew,  removed  in  middle  life  to  a  place 
called  firom  him  Adgate's  Falls,  in  Chesterfield,  New  York.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Ooavention  that  formed  the  Constitution  of  New  York  in 
1777.  Asa  Adgate,  M.  a  firom  Essex  Coon^,  N.  Y.,  from  1815  to  1817, 
was  his  son. 

William  Adgate,  brother  of  the  last-named  Matthew,  occupied  the 
iamily  homestead  at  Norwidi,  where  he  died  in  1779,  in  the  35th  year  of 
his  age.  His  relict  survived  him  thirty-three  years.  Their  sons  Daniel 
and  William  had  previously  settled  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  old  residence 
of  the  fiutnily  went  into  other  hands.* 


IV.    Alltk. 

Robert  AUyn  was  of  Salem  in  1637,  and  enrolled  as  a  member  of  the 
church.  May  15, 1642.  He  removed  to  New  London  in  165 1,  where  he 
obtained  a  grant  of  a  large  ham  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  at  a  place 
still  known  as  Allyn's  Point,  but  now  in  the  town  of  Ledyard.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  company  of  purchasers  of  Norwidi,  and  resided  for  sev- 
eral years  in  the  western  part  of  the  town-ploL  In  1661,  he  styles  him- 
•elf  of  ^New-Norridge,'*  and  liekl  the  oflice  of  constable  in  1669,  but  in 
a  deed  of  1681  uses  the  formuU,  **!  Robert  Allyn  uf  New  London." 

Among  the  early  settles  of  the  country,  we  oAen  meet  with  persons 
whom  it  is  difficult  to  locate.  They  possess  lands  that  lap  over  tlie  bounds 
of  adjoining  settlements,  and  sometimes  appear  to  belong  to  dificrcut  town- 
ships at  one  and  the  same  time. 

Robert  Altju  had  doubtless  relinquished  his  liouse  in  Norwich  to  his 
son  John,  and  retired  to  his  farm  on  the  river,  wiihin  the  bounds  of  New 
London,  where  be  died  in  16S3.  His  age  is  unknown ;  but  he  was  freed 
fiom  training  in  1669.  probably  upon  attaining  the  age  of  GO,  the  custom- 
aij  limit  of  military  service :  this  would  make  him  about  75  at  death. 

Tlie  heirs  to  his  estate  were  his  son  John,  and  four  daughters^ — Sarah, 
wife  of  Geofge  Geares ;  Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  Parke ;  Ilannali,  wife  c/ 
Thomas  Rose ;  and  Deborah,  who  aAoxwards  marntxi  Joliu  Gager,  Jun. 
Tbe  son  necnved  £13S,  and  each  of  tho  daughters  ^GG  tU, 

John  Allvn,  the  son,  tuairicd  IXv.  -4,  lOOvS,  ••  Kliialvth,  daugliter  of 
John  Gager  of  New  Norwich.*     In  Itv^^l,  ho  exv'hangtNi  Lis  homestead 


*  Ociciva  of  tbe  Base :  TV  prefix  Ai  v«s  «5«d  to  dcoi>t«  tbe  xvtsaJeoce  of  a  penoa, 
tJiMM  Ax  Wai,  M  <W  mI:,  Tom  At  Wood,  «l  tkt  w^ad:  Will  At  G*st^  at  tht  fjtt ; 
WW  Axstfi,  Atwdod,  9mA  A4saie.    Soe  Arthar*$  Familv 
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and  other  privileges  in  Norwich  with  Joshua  Abell  and  Simon  Hunting- 
ton, Jr^  for  lands  cast  of  the  river,  and  transferred  his  residence  to  the 
former  scat  of  the  family  at  A11yn*s  Point  Tliis  brought  him  again 
witliin  the  bounds  of  New  London,  and  his  name  appears  in  1704  as  one 
of  the  patentees  of  that  town.  He  died  in  1709,  leaving  an  estate  of 
£1278,  to  be  divided  between  his  son  Robert  and  his  daughter  Elizabeth, 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Waterman.  His  inventory  enumerates  three  farms 
and  a  trading  establishment  upon  the  river.  Among  the  moveables  are 
such  articles  of  cost  and  comfort  as  a  silver  tankard,  cup  and  tumbler, 
a  silver  whistle,  n  gold  ring,  a  wrought  cushion,  and  a  lignum-vito)  mortar 
and  pestle.  This  was  about  the  period  when  such  small  luxuries  were 
beginning  to  be  diffused  among  prosperous  farmers  and  traders. 

With  Robert  Allyn  of  the  third  generation,  the  male  line  was  still  a 
unit  lie  married  Deborah  Avery,  and  died  in  1730,  leaving  nine  child- 
ren. Robert  Allyn,  of  the  fourth  generation,  occupied  the  same  home- 
stead at  Allyn's  Point,  and  dying  in  17 GO,  left  on  estate  of  more  than 
£3,000.  His  inventory  of  wearing  apparel  comprised :  a  blue  coat  with 
brass  buttons ;  silk  jacket  and  breeches ;  laced  jacket ;  boots  and  spurs  ; 
gold  sleeve-buttons  and  ring ;  silver  snuff-box ;  silver  buckles  for  shoes, 
knees  and  neck-bands. 

These  successive  inventories  vividly  illustrate  the  advance  of  the  coun- 
try in  wealth,  comfort,  and  elegance. 

Allyn's  Point,  where  stood  the  old  homestead  of  the  family,  is  about  six 
miles  below  Norwich,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  from  the  Mohegan 
fields.    The  ancient  fort  of  Uncas  was  in  full  view  from  the  house.    South 
of  the  pond  and  cove  is  a  conspicuous  elevation  known  as  Allyn's  Mount- 
ain, from  whence  the  prospect  is  wide  and  far-reaching.     To  this  height 
the  neighbors  were  accustomed  to  resort  as  a  look-out  post,  when  the  river 
was  visited  by  any  unusual  craf>,  or  the  Indians  on  the  other  side  were 
gathered  for  council  or  sport.     From  this  place  on  the  memorable  6th  of 
September,  1781,  the  conflagration  of  New  London  was  witnessed  by 
women  and  children  whase  husbands  ond  fathers  had  hastened  to  the 
scene  of  action.     In  the  war  of  1812,  the  three  blockaded  vessels  forming 
the  squndron  of  Commodore  Decatur  were  laid  up  in  the  river  near  by> 
and  on  this  hill  his  men  threw  up  a  redoubt  and  kept  a  sentry  to  watch 
the  movements  in  and  near  New  London  Harbor. 


Backus. 


Little  is  known  of  the  history  of  William  Backus,  Sen.  He  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  living  at  Saybrook  as  early  as  1G37.  In  the  settle- 
ment of  the  estate  of  John  Charles,  who  died  at  Branford  in  1673,  the 
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cliildren  of  William  Backus  received  a  share,  in  right  of  their  deceased 
mother,  who  was  his  daughter.  From  this  fact  it  is  ascertained  that  the 
first  wife  of  William  Backus  was  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Charles. 

Before. removing  to  Norwich,  he  married  Mrs.  Anne  Bingham,  and 
brought  with  him  to  the  new  settlement  three  daughters,  two  sons,  and  his 
wife's  son,  Thomas  Bingham.  The  tliree  young  men  were  of  mature  age, 
or  near  maturity,  and  are  all  usually  reckoned  as  first  proprietors.  The 
divughters  were  subsequently  united  in  marriage  to  John  Reynolds,  Ben* 
jamin  Crane,  and  John  Bayley. 

The  house-lots  of  the  younger  William  and  of  Stephen  Backus  are  both 
recorded  as  laid  out  in  1659 ;  but  the  latter  was  the  allotment  of  his  father, 
who  dying  at  an  early  period  afler  the  settlement,  and  the  land-records 
bemg  made  at  a  later  date,  it  was  registered  in  Stephen's  name,  who  had 
received  it  by  bequest  from  his  father.  Hence,  William  Backus,  Senior, 
does  not  appear  on  the  town  record  as  a  land-holder. 

His  will,  dated  June  12,  1661,  and  witnessed  by  Thomas  Tracy  and 
John  Post,  is  recorded  at  New  London,  and  endorsed  as  allowed  by  a 
court  held  in  that  place,  June  21,  1665.  The  inventory  of  his  efiects  is 
found  among  ancient  court  documents  at  Hartford,  dated  June,  1664. 
The  date  of  his  death  has  not  been  recovered.  It  is  probable  tliat  it  took 
place  soon  after  the  signing  of  the  will.  The  slender  legacies  mentioned 
are  suggestive  of  the  limited  resources  of  the  settlement  in  its  earliest 
days,  and  we  may  fairly  infer  from  the  rapid  growth  of  the  town  afler- 
ward,  that  they  would  have  been  enlarged  by  a  subsequent  addition,  or 
that  a  fresh  instrument  would  have  been  executed,  had  the  testator  sui^* 
vived  until  1664.  That  three  or  four  years  intervened  before  the  settle- 
ment of  the  estate,  scarcely  militates  against  this  supposition,  when  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  are  considered ;  the  land  almost  a  wilderness, 
the  inhabitants  engaged  in  arduous  labors,  the  town  but  just  organized,  and 
no  justices,  no  law  oflices  or  courts  within  their  own  bounds. 

The  provisions  of  the  will  arc  few  and  simple,  lie  has  nothing  to 
bequeath  but  his  house  and  land,  cows,  corn,  household  stuff,  and  "the 
tools  belonging  to  the  trade  of  a  smith  or  cutler;"  «nd  he  confirms  it  with 
the  signature  W.  B.,  instead  of  writing  his  name. 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  how  rapidly  the  settlement  advanced  in  pros- 
perity and  comfort.  This  family  and  others  in  the  course  of  a  single  gen- 
eration grew  strong  and  luxuriant,  throwing  out  buds  and  branches  of  rich 
and  noble  growth. 

The  death  of  Mrs.  Backus  is  registered  with  the  Bingham  family. 

"Mrs.  Anne  Backus,  mother  of  Thomas  Bingham  Sen.  died  in  May  1670." 
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John  Tracj.  Joseph  and  Simon  Backus,  the  first  two  graduates  of  Yale 
College  of  the  name  of  Backus,  were  sons  of  Joseph.  Tlie  former  grad- 
uated in  1718,  and  some  eight  or  ten  years  later  was  styled  by  his  ootcm- 
poraries.  Launder  Backus  of  Naruneh. 

A  large  number  of  the  Backus  family  have  acquired  distinction  in  tlio 
various  walks  of  life.  Elijah  Backus,  whose  iron  works  at  Yantic  were 
so  serviceable  to  the  country  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  was  a  grandson  of 
Joseph.  He  married  Lucy,  daughter  of  John  Griswold  of  Ljrme.  His 
sons,  and  his  son-in-law,  Dudley  Woodbridge,  were  among  the  first  emi- 
grants to  the  banks  of  the  Ohio.  James  Backus,  one  of  the  sons,  as  agent 
of  the  Ohio  Company,  made  the  first  surveys  of  Marietta,  and  is  said  to 
have  built  the  first  regular  house  in  that  town.  He  afterward  returned  to 
Norwich,  and  died  at  the  family  residence,  Sept.  29,  1816. 

The  second  Elijah  Backus,  an  older  brother  of  James,  graduated  at 
Yale  College  in  1777,  and  for  several  years  held  the  office  of  Collector  of 
Customs  at  New  London.  His  first  wife  was  Lucretia,  daughter  of  Bus- 
sell  Hubbard,  who  died  at  New  London  in  1787.*  He  afterward  iparricd 
Hannah,  daughter  of  Guy  Richards,  and  removed  with  his  family  to 
Marietta,  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1811.  His  daughter  Lucretia,  bom  at 
New  London  in  1787,  married  Nathaniel  Pope,  of  Kaskaskia,  Illinois, 
delegate  in  Congress  from  Blinois  in  1816,  and  Judge  of  tlie  U.  S.  Dis- 
trict Court  Major-General  John  Pope,  U.  S.  A.,  is  their  son,  born  March 
12, 1823.  His  mother,  Mrs.  Lucretia  Pope,  in  remembrance  of  the  place 
of  her  father's  nativity  and  of  her  own  early  associations,  came  from  her 
western  home  to  attend  the  bi-centennial  Jubilee  at  Norwich,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1859. 

Among  the  descendants  of  William  Backus,  who  were  natives  of  the 
old  town  of  Norwich,  the  following  clergymen  are  of  note : 

1.  Simon  Backus,  son  of  Joseph,  bom  at  Norwich,  Feb.  11, 1701,  grad- 
uated at  Yale  College  in  1724,  and  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Newington  in  1727.  He  attended  the  expedition  to  Cape  Breton,  as 
chaplain  of  the  Connecticut  troops,  and  died  while  on  duty  at  that  place, 
in  May,  1746.  His  wife  was  a  sister  of  President  Edwards  of  the  New 
Jersey  College. 


*  Her  graye-stono  lias  Uio  following  inscription  : 

Uic  jac  :  reliq : 

Lucrotia  uxor 

£.  Backus  Armig : 

quo)  ob.  Jan.  30. 

An.  Christ.  1787 

^tat.  25. 

QuoB  latct  Tcritas  sub  umbra, 
Nocto  proeterita  tenebrarom  patcbit. 
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The  registry  19  not  continued  in  Norwich,  but  we  know  that  be  bod  a 
second  son,  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  1661  or  62. 

Of  the  decease  of  tlie  proprietor  there  is  no  account.  His  oldest  son, 
John^remored  to  Lebanon.  He  was  one  of  the  grantees  of  tliat  planta* 
lion  in  1695,  one  of  the  selectmen  of  the  newly  organized  township  in 
1 699,  and  at  the  tune  of  his  decease  in  January,  1705,  was  a  deacon  of 
the  church. 

^Thomas  Baldwin,  Husbandman,''  the  second  son  of  John  the  proprie- 
tor, married  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Calkins.  He  died  Sept.  16, 1741, 
in  the  SOth  year  of  his  age.  His  farm  was  three  miles  distant  fix>m  the 
town-plot,  and  now  forms  a  part  of  the  large  domain  of  Asa  Fitch,  Esq., 
of  Fitchville,  Bozrah.  Though  he  himself  made  a  cross  for  his  signature, 
in  the  course  of  three  or  four  generations  we  find  among  his  descendants, 
divines,  lawyers,  physicians,  scholars,  and  statesmen.  He  had  four  daugh- 
ters, who  passed  in  due  time  into  other  families, — Baldwin  of  Lebanon, 
Birchard,  Backus,  and  Post ;  and  four  sons,  viz.,  John,  who  married  Lucy 
Metcalf  of  Lebanon,  and  his  family  removing  to  the  Cohos  country,  as- 
sisted in  peopling  the  New  Hampshire  grants ;  Thomas,  Ebenezer,  and 
Jabez. 

The  second  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah,  baptized  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Woodward,  July  22, 1701,  married  Ann  Bingham,  1730.  Thoy  had  eight 
children.  Their  oldest  son,  the  third  Thomas  Baldwin,  bom  in  1734, 
studied  medicine,  and  afler  a  short  term  of  practice,  entered  the  army  as 
surgeon,  and  served  in  that  capacity  on  the  frontier,  in  the  wars  against 
the  French.  He  died  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  probably  while  in  the 
service,  before  he  had  attained  his  30th  year. 

He  had  married  at  a  very  early  age,  and  led  a  widow,  and  an  only  son, 
who  continued  the  paternal  name,  and  gave  to  it  a  distinguished  reputa- 
tion. This  fourth  Thomas  Baldwin,  in  regular  succession,  was  born  in 
the  Bozrah  district  of  Norwich,  Dec.  23,  1753,  and  considered  in  the  light 
of  a.  self-taught  man,  deriving  but  little  aid  from  schools  or  books,  and 
gathering  mental  treasures  slowly,  in  the  intcrvuls  of  a  laborious  farming 
life,  was  one  of  the  most  noted  cluiracters  that  the  Nine-miles-square  has 
produced. 

His  mother  married  a  second  husband  of  the  name  of  Barnes,  and  when 
he  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age  the  family  removed  to  Canaan,  N.  H., 
where  tliey  breasted  the  hardships  of  a  frontier  life.  In  that  mountainous^ 
half-opened,  spai^sely-inhabited  district,  the  ministerial  labors  of  Thomas 
Baldwin  commenced.  He  married,  in  September,  1775,  Ruth  Hunting- 
ton of  Norwich,  (one  of  the  RxUJi  HuntingtonSy  it  might  be  said,  for  that 
has  been  a  name  often  duplicated  in  Norwich,)  and  spent  several  years, 
farming  and  studying,  traveling  and  preaching, — a  pains-taking,  hard- 
working, unpaid  evangelist  of  the  Baptist  denominatiour 
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From  these  useful  but  obscure  scenes,  he  was  suddenly  transferred,  in 
the  year  1790,  to  the  pastorate  of  a  large,  intelligent  and  wealthy  society 
in  Boston.  Yet  he  rose  naturally  to  the  requisite  standard,  and  filled  this 
new  sphere  as  successfully  as  the  former.  The  native  vigor  of  his  intel- 
lect was  equal  to  all  demands  made  upon  it.  He  becafaie  knowif  as  an 
author,  editor,  and  theologian,  and  exerted  a  powerful  influence  in  favor 
of  the  denomination  to  which  he  belonged,  concentrating  its  energies  and 
greatly  enlarging  the  sphere  of  its  operations. 

He  died  suddenly,  at  Waterville,  Maine,  while  on  a  visit  to  that  place, 
Aug.  29, 1824,  aged  71. 

Capt  Ebenezer  Baldwin,  the  third  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah,  was  bom 
May  7,  1710,  and  married  Bethiah  Barker,  the  nuptial  contract  being 
made  sure  "  per  Jacob  Elliot"  The  epitaph  upon  his  tomb-stone  con- 
denses the  history  of  his  life. 

'  In  Memory 

of 

Capt.  Ebcnozer  Baldwin, 

who  departed  thia  life  May  2Sd 

1792,  aged  80  jean. 

A  reputable  citizen, 

i^  A  kind  husband,  a  tender  parent, 

An  amiable  cheerful  neighboor. 

And  a  good  man. 

Supported  bj  Christian  fortitude 

He  bore  with  singular  Philosophy 

the  pcculinr  calnmitics  of  his  life 

during  nine  years  of  blindness  and  infumity 

and  the  extreme  pains  of 

his  last  lingering  sickness 

in  the  sure  hope  of  a  long  wished  for 

Eternity  of  happiness. 

Ebenezer,  the  oldest  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Bethiah  Baldwin,  bom  July 
3,  1745,  was  a  graduate  and  tutor  of  Yale  College ;  ordained  pastor  at 
Danbury  in  1770,  entered  the  army  as  chaplain  in  1776,  and  died  in. 
October,  1777,  aged  31. 

Hon.  Simeon  Baldwin,  so  long  known  as  Judge  Baldwin  of  New  Haven,, 
one  of  the  sterling  men  of  Connecticut,  was  also  a  son  of  Capt  Ebenezer* 
and  his  wife  Bethiah.  He  was  born  at  Norwich,  Dec.  14, 1761,  gradu- 
ated at  Yale  College  in  1781,  was  member  of  Congress  from  Connecticut 
from  1803  to  1805,  Associate  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  and  Supreme 
Court  of  Errors,  and  JMayor  of  the  city  of  New  Haven,  where  he  died^. 
May  26,  1851,  in  his  90th  year. 

His  son,  the  Hon.  Iloger  S.  Baldwin,  held  the  offices  of  Governor  of 
Connecticut,  and  U.  S.  Senator,  serving  his  native  state  in  her  highest 
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executive  and  confederated  capacity.    He  died  at  New  Haven,  Feb.  19, 
1863. 

Jabez  Baldwin,  the  fourth  son  of  the  first  Thomas,  died  in  his  25th 
year,  ]f ithout  issue. 


Vlll.     BlKGHAlC 

The  house-lot  of  Thomas  Bingham  bears  the  date  of  April,  1 660,  tliough 
at  that  time  ho  could  not  have  been  over  eighteen  years  of  age.  Ho  mar- 
ried, Dec  12, 1666,  Mary  Rudd,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  daugh- 
ter of  Lieut  Jonathan  Rudd  of  Saybrook.  Her  image  rises  before  us 
enveloped  in  a  haze  of  romance,  on  account  of  her  probable  connection 
with  the  story  of  Bride  Brook. 

The  dainty  little  river  or  rivulet  that  bears  this  name,  is  in  East  Lyme, 
and  received  its  designation  from  a  marriage  ceremony  tliat  was  performed 
on  its  bank  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1646,  or  the  early  part  of  1647. 
The  couple  linked  together  were  Jonathan  Rudd  and  some  unknown  fair 
one  to  whom  with  little  hazard  of  mistake  we  may  give  the  gentle  name 
of  Mary.  New  London  and  Saybrook  were  then  adjoining  towns,  though 
Lyme,  East  Lyme  and  Waterford  have  since  seated  themselves  between. 
The  scene  of  this  solemn  betrothal  was  a  solitary  spot,  far  from  any  human 
habitation,  unless  it  might  have  been  of  savage  wigwams ;  the  ground  was 
covered  with  snow,  and  the  solemnities  must  have  been  perfunned  in  the 
open  air. 

Witnesses  were  not  wanting  on  this  interesting  occasion.  The  air,  we 
may  believe,  was  full, — ^and  a  goodly  number  belonging  to  the  earth,  stood 
around,  wrapped  in  their  furry  robes.  John  Winthrop,  Esq.,  allerward 
Governor  of  the  Colony,  was  the  acting  magisti'utc;  a  IVieiully  cavalcado 
accompanied  him  from  New  London,  which,  with  the  bridal  purly  Irani 
Saybrook,  and  a  few  wild  faces  peering  curiously  from  the  woods,  niude  a 
company  sufficient  to  relieve  the  wilderness  of  its  silence  and  solitude. 

This  enlivening  piece  of  romance,  which  comes  like  the  breath  from  a 
bank  of  violets  across  the  sterile  ridges  of  our  early  history,  originated 
from  what  the  historian  may  consider  a  fortunate  concurrence  of  untoward 
events.  No  person  duly  qualified  to  perform  the  nuptial  service  was  to  be 
found  in  Saybrook,  and  the  route  to  Hartford  was  too  much  obstructed 
with  snow  to  admit  of  travel  in  that  direction.  Application  wiis  made  to 
Mr.  Winthrop  at  Pequot  Harbor  to  come  to  Saybrook  and  ratify  the  con- 
tract ;  but  he  had  been  commissioned  by  Massachusetts,  and  his  settlement 
being  under  the  jurisdiction  of  that  colony,  he  could  not  exercise  the  func- 
tions of  a  magistrate  within  the  limits  of  Connecticut.  To  obviate  the 
•difficulty,  he  proposed  to  meet  the  parties  upon  the  border  of  the  two  gov- 
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ernmentSy  and  there,  under  the  open  expanse  of  heaven,  to  rivet  the 
golden  chain.  This  arrangement  not  only  gave  novelty  and  brillianoe  to 
the  ceremony,  but  made  it  an  incident  of  historical  importance,  subse- 
quently qited  and  accepted  as  reliable  testimony  in  a  case  relating  to  the 
original  bounds  of  the  two  plantations.* 

The  name  of  the  bride  of  Bride  Brook  has  not  been  recovered.  Mary 
Rudd,  who  became  the  wife  of  the  young  Norwich  proprietor,  Thomas 
Bingham,  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  daughter  of  the  couple  who  were 
there  united,  and  probably  their  first-bom  child.f  Her  age  at  the  time  of 
her  death  carries  her  birtli  back  to  1648. 

Thomas  and  Mary  Bingham  had  eleven  children,  four  of  them  daugh- 
ters, viz.,  Mary,  Ann,  Abigail,  and  Deborah,  who  became  in  due  time  the 
household  partners  of  John  Backus,  Ilczckiali  Mason,  Daniel  Huntington, 
and  Stephen  Tracy.  The  parents,  with  the  greater  part  of  their  family, 
removed  to  Wiudliam,  where  Thomas  Bingham  can  be  traced  for  more 
than  thirty  years,  as  sergeant,  selectman,  and  deacon  of  the  church.  He 
is  on  the  first  list  of  approved  inhabitants  in  1693,  and  appears  to  have 
sustained  through  life  a  position  of  influence  and  respectability.  Both  in 
a  civil  and  religious  capacity,  he  takes  rank  among  the  fiithcrs  of  that 
town.| 

He  died  Jan.  16,  1729-30,  aged  88. 

Mrs.  Mary  Bingham  died  Aug.  4,  1726,  aged  78* 

Thomas  Bingham,  Jr.,  bom  Dec  11,  1669,  was  the  only  one  of  the 
sons  tliat  settled  permanently  in  Norwich,  and  succeeded  to  the  privileges 
of  his  father  as  a  proprietor  of  the  town.  He  married  Hannah,  daughter 
of  William  Backus,  and  died  April  1,  1710,  leaving  eight  children  under 
the  age  of  18. 

Caleb  Bingham,  a  bookseller  of  Boston,  well  known  to  the  New  Eng- 
land schools  of  the  last  generation  as  the  publisher  of  the  Columbian 
Orator  and  American  Preceptor,  was  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Bingham 
of  Norwich.     He  was  a  native  of  Salisbury,  Conn. 


IX.      BiRCIIARD. 

Thomas  Biirclmnl,  aged  forty,  embarked  for  New  England  in  a  vessel 
called  the  True  Love,  Sept.  20,  1635,  with  his  wife,  Mary,  and  six  child- 

*  Winthrop's  deposition  in  March,  1672,  respecting  the  bounds  between  New  London 
and  Lyme.     Conn.  Col.  Rcc.,  2,  558. 

t  In  a  deed  recorded  at  Sajbrook,  Nathaniel  Rudd  calls  Lieut.  Jonathan  Rudd  hu- 
father^  and  in  a  similar  instrument  upon  record  at  Norwich,  Thomas  Bingham  speaks^ 
of  Nathaniel  Rudd  as  hU  brother,  from  which  it  is  inferred  that  Mary  (Rndd)  Bingham^ 
was  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  Rudd. 

I  W.  A.  Weaver's  Notes  on  Windham. 
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ren/one  of  them  a  iton,  named  John,  aged  seyen,  and  the  others  dangli- 
ters.  Thomas  Birchery  made  free  at  Bo:iton,  May  17, 1  Gd7,  and  Thomas 
Birchwaody  or  Birchard,  of  Hailford  in  1639,  were  prohahly  the  samo 
person.  He  is  subsequently  found  at  Saybi*ook,  and  was  deputy  from 
that  township  to  the  General  Court  in  1650  and  51.  After  this  there 
seems  to  be  no  trace  of  him  at  Saybrook,  except  in  a  land  sale  made  in 
1656  by  Thomas  Birchard,  "of  Martin's  Vineyard,"  to  WilUam  Pratt, 
wherein  he  quits  claim  for  himself  and  in  behalf  of  his  son,  John 
Birchard.t 

There  can  be  little  hesitation  in  assuming  that  John,  son  of  the  above 
Thomas,  (aged  seven  in  1635,)  was  the  John  Birchard  that  became  a  pro- 
prietor of  Norwich.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  considerable 
note  in  the  company,  particularly  as  a  scribe,  serving  for  several  years  as 
Town  Clerk  and  Recorder. 

.  John  Birchard  was  one  of  the  ten  inhabitants  of  Norwich  accepted  as 
freemen  at  Hartford  in  October,  1663,  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  in  1673, 
a  Commissioner  or  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1676,  and  Deputy  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  in  October,  1691. 

(Autograph  in  1680.) 


The  marriage  of  John  Birchard  and  Christian  Andrews,  July  22, 1653, 
and  the  births  of  fourteen  children,  ranging  from  1654  to  November, 
1680,  are  recorded  at  Norwich.  The  firat  five  of  the  children  and  one  of 
later  birth  died  in  infancy.  Ihe  mother  seems  to  have  been  culled  away 
while  her  family  was  still  young,  and  l^Ir.  Birchard  married  for  a  second 
wife,  Jane,  relict  of  Samuel  Hyde  and  daughter  of  Thom:is  Lee. 

In  the  settlement  of  Lebanon,  Mr.  Birclmrd  took  a  prominent  interest. 
He  wiLS  one  of  the  four  original  proprietor  of  the  five  miles  tract  pur- 
chased of  Owaneco  in  1692.  He  assisted  in  laying  out  the  lands,  removed 
thither  with  his  family,  probably  about  1698,  and  there  died,  Nov.  17, 
1702, — just  two  days  before  the  decease  of  Mr.  Fitch,  His  relict,  Mrs. 
Jane  Birchard,  died  at  Lebanon,  Jan.  21,  1722-3. 

Mr.  Birchard  had  six  sons  that  lived  to  maturity.  Samuel,  the  oldest> 
went  to  Windham.  John,  Joseph  and  Daniel  are  found  among  the  early 
inhabitants  of  Lebanon,  though  it  is  not  certain  that  tliey  all  remained  there. 

.    •  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  S :  8,  272. 

t  A  Thomas  Birchard  died  at  Dorchester^  near  Boston,  Oct.  3, 1657.  Savage's  Gen. 
Diet.,  1, 181. 
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James  Birchard,  bom  July  IG,  1GG5,  setlled  at  Norwich  West  Farmsy 
now  Franklin.  He  mamed  Elizabeth  Beckwith,  had  a  family  of  tea 
diildrcn,  and  lived  to  be  more  than  eighty  years  of  age. 

Thomas  Birchard  also  settled  in  Norwich,  and  left  descendants.  The 
name  has  never  disappeared  from  the  roll  of  inhabitants. 

The  two  daughters  of  the  proprietor,  John  Birchard,  married  John 
Calkins  and  Jonathan  Ilortshorn. 


X.    Bliss. 

Thomas  Bliss,  Senior  and  Junior,  had  house-lots  and  divisions  of  land 
in  Hartford,  ns  early  as  IGIO.  The  senior  died  in  llartfonl,  leaving  nine 
children,  and  his  widow,  Margaret,  apparently  a  woman  of  resolute,  inde- 
pendent character,  removed  with  tlie  younger  part  of  the  family  to  Spring- 
field.  Thomas  Bliss,  Junior,  is  afterwards  found  at  Saybrook,  where  his 
marriage  and  the  births  of  six  children  are  recorded.  The  list  is  repeated 
with  some  variation  of  date  and  the  addition  of  two  more  children,  at  Nor- 
wich. The  wife's  family  name  is  not  given  in  either  place.  '*  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  Bliss  were  married  the  latter  end  of  October,  1644." 

The  allotments  of  Thomas  Bliss  in  Saybrook  were  eastward  of  the  river 
In  what  is  now  Lyme.  His  house-lot  of  thirty  acres  lay  between  John 
Ompsted  (Olmstead)  on  the  north,  and  John  Lay  south.  He  sold  it,  July 
23,  1GG2,  to  Jolm  Comstock.  His  home-lot  in  Norwich  was  also  near  to 
Ihat  of  John  Olmstead,  extending  originally,  at  the  north-west,  to  the  pent 
higliway.  That  part  where  the  house  stands,  has  never  been  alienated. 
Seven  generations  have  dwelt  on  the  same  spot,  and  tlie  house  is  supposed 
not  to  have  been  entirely  rebuilt  since  it  was  erected  by  the  first  pro- 
prietor.* 

Tliomas  Bliss  died  April  15, 1688.  His  will,  executed  two  days  before 
his  death,  was  proved  at  New  London,  before  Edward  Palmes,  June  13, 
and  allowed  by  Sir  Edmund  Audross  at  Boston ;  this  being  the  period 
when  that  delegated  despot  aiTogated  to  himself  supreme  authority  over 
the  courts  of  New  England.  The  will  recognizes  wife  Elizabeth,  son 
ISamuel,  and  six  daughters.  His  eldest  son,  Thomas,  had  died  without 
issue,  Jan.  29,  1G81.     Elizabeth,  the  relict,  died  Feb.  28,  1699-1700. 

Samuel  Bliss  married,  Dec.  8,  1681,  Anna,  daughter  of  John  Elderkin. 

Five  of  tlie  daughters  married  as  follows : 

*  "Bliss  in  1659  ;  Bliss  in  ljS59  :  no  bad  motto  for  a  Norwich  home."    Gilman'g 
Uist.  Discourse,  Sept.  7,  1S59.    Tho  portrait  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Lord,  ono  of  the  yen- 
'CraMe  ministers  of  tho  parish,  and  tho  maternal  ancestor  of  tho  present  occupants, 
Ihanpng  upon  its  walls,  seems  to  accord  .with  tbo  ancioot  date  and  qaiot  comfort  of  the  * 
<d.wclUng:. 
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Elizabeth  married  Edward  Smith  of  New  Loodoo,  Jane  7, 1663. 

Sarah  m.  Ist,  Thomas  Slaman,  Dec^  1668;  2d,  Solomon  Tracj. 

Mary  m.  David  Calkins  of  New  London. 

Deliyeranoe  (recorded  also  Ddiver  and  JMinda)  m.  Daniel  Perkins  of 
Norwich. 

AnnCy  one  of  the  first-bom  daughters  of  Norwich,  m.  Josiah  Rock- 
well, 1688. 

Rebecca,  the  youngest  daughter,  bom  in  1663,  has  not  been  traced. 

In  the  inventory  of  Thomas  Bliss,  his  estate  is  estimated  nt  £182.17.7. 
He  had  land,  besides  his  home-lot,  over  the  river,— on  the  Little  Plain, — 
at  the  Great  Plain, — at  the  Falls, — ^in  Yantic  meadow,. — in  meadow  at 
Beaver  Brook,^— in  pasture  east  of  the  town,. — and  oo  Westward  hilL 

This  illustrates  the  pradential  course  of  the  early  ralers  of  the  planta- 
tion in  regard  to  the  common  lands.  They  were  divided  in  small  quan- 
tities at  short  intervals,,  corresponding  to  the  growth  and  necessities  of  the 
town  and  the  ability  of  the  owners  to  dear  them  up  and  place  them  under 
cultivation.. 


XI.      BOWEHS. 

Morgan  Bowers  came  from  that  part  of  Saybrook  which  lay  east  of  the 
river,  and  is  now  Lyme.  His  home-lot  in  these  Lyme  grants  was  on,  or 
near  Black  Point,  and  had  been  in  his  possession  about  fife  years.  Little 
is  known  concerning  him,  either  before  or  nflcr  he  removed  to  Norwich. 
He  was  on  the  jury  of  tlio  county  court  in  1 6G7,  and  again  in  1 680.  No 
trace  is  found  of  wife  or  chililren,  but  probably  ho  had  both.  It  was  dis- 
reputable at  that  period  for  a  man  without  a  family  to  live  as  a  house- 
holder by  himself.  In  bis  old  age,  however,  he  seems  to  have  been  both 
lonely  and  infirm. 

The  following  notice  is  recorded  in  1701 : 

"Morgan  Bowers  being  unable  to  take  care  of  and  relieve  himsclC,  dcsiretb  tbo  town 
would  please  to  take  care  of  him,  and  what  estate  he  hath,  that  it  should  be  dlB|H>scd  of 
at  the  discretion  of  some  persons  appointed  by  the  town,  for  his  maintenance." 

The  town  accordingly  appointed  Lieut.  Wm.  Btickus,  liliisigix  Thomns^ 
Waterman,  and  Sergpant  Caleb  Abel,  ^^to  take  care  of  the  said  Morgan 
Bowers,  and  provide  for  him  as  liis  need  requireth,  by  improving  his  own 
estate  for  that  end  as  far  as  it  will  go,  and  for  wont  of  estate  of  his  owa 
to  provide  for  him  on  the  town  account." 

Nothing  later  has  been  found  respecting  him* 
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XIL    Bradford. 


John  Bradford  was  the  son  of  William  Bradford,  the  Pilgrim  Governor 
of  Plymouth  Colonj.  His  mother  was  Dorothy  May,  the  earliest  of  our 
May-flowers,  the  herald  of  those  that  give  fragrance  to  the  airs  of  spring, 
and  the  graceful  prototype  of  the  white-winged  bark  that  bore  her  and 
the  pioneers  of  freedom  over  the  ocean.* 

Dorotliy  May  was  the  first  wife  of  Govemor  Bradford.  She  embarked 
with  her  husband  for  the  Promised  Land, — but,  like  Moses,  only  saw  it  at 
a  distance.  Ader  the  vessel  had  anchored  in  Cape  Cod  Harbor,  she  fell 
overboard  and  was  drowned,  Dec  7,  1G20,  her  husband  being  absent  at 
the  time  in  a  boat  or  shallop  exploring  the  coast  and  selecting  a  place  for 
a  settlement. 

John  Bradfonl  was  not  the  companion  of  his  parents  in  this  voyage, 
and  it  is  not  ascertained  when  he  came  to  this  country.  Very  little  it 
known  of  his  early  history,  for  neither  Morton  nor  Prince,  the  earliest 
authorities  respecting  Plymouth  Colony,  give  any  hint  of  the  existence  of 
this  son  of  Gov.  Bradford. 

He  was  of  Duxbury  in  1645;  afterwards  of  Marshfield,  and  deputy  to 
the  Gencrnl  Court  from  both  places.  Ho  married  Martha,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Bourne  of  Marshfield,  but  had  no  children.  Of  the  circumstan- 
ces which  led  him  to  leave  the  old  colony  and  unite  with  the  people  of 
Saybrook  in  founding  a  new  plantation  in  the  Mohegan  wilderness,  we 
are  ignorant  But  it  may  be  supposed  that  the  project  originated  through 
ncquninlnnccsliip  and  frequent  intercourse  with  Mr.  Jonathan  Brewster, 
who  lind  80  f^rcntly  benefited  his  outward  condition  by  a  similar  change 
ten  years  before.  The  two  friends,  however,  if  such  they  were,  never 
enjoyed  the  pleasures  of  friendly  neighborhood,  as  Mr.  Brewster  was  laid 
in  his  grave  before  Mr.  Bradford  left  the  old  colony. 

Tlie  home-lot  of  the  latter  in  Norwich  bears  the  date  of  the  oldest  pro- 
prietor<4,  1 G50,  and  it  is  probable  that  he  soon  removed  to  the  spot  His 
farm  in  Duxbury  was  sold  by  "John  Bradford,  gentleman,**  to  Christopher 
Wadsworlh,  in  1664. 

Mr.  Bradford  was  one  of  the  toumsmen  of  Norwich  in  1671,  but  his 
name  sddom  occurs  on  the  records.  His  will  was  exhibited  at  the  County 
Court  in  September,  1676.  His  widow  married,  afler  a  short  interval, 
her  opposite  neighbor,  Lieut  Thomas  Tracy.  The  period  of  her  death 
is  not  ascertained,  but  the  Lieutenant  was  living  with  a  third  wife  in 
1683. 

After  Mr.  Bradford's  death,  his  homestead  reverted  to  his  nephew, 
Thomas  Bradford,  who  sold  it,  April  2,  1691,  to  Simon  Huntington,  Jr., 

*  Was  not  tko  vcwel  her  nomosako  1 
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describing  it  as  *^my  homo  lot  in  Norwich  with  my  new  dwelling  house 
and  pasture  adjoining,  8^  acres,  more  or  less,  abutting  on  the  town  street, 
19^  rods."    The  price  was  £50  in  country  pay,  or  £25  in  money.* 

About  this  time  Thomas  Bradford  engaged,  in  connection  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Nehemiah  Smith  of  New  London,  (son  of  N.  S.,  senior, 
of  Norwich,)  in  a  large  land  purchase,  made  of  Joseph  and  Jonathan 
Bull  of  Hartford.  This  land  lay  on  the  west  side  of  Naliantic  Bay,  and 
was  called  the  Soldier  Farm,  having  been  originally  granted  by  the  Leg- 
islature to  ^Ye  of  Capt  Mason's  soldiers  for  services  in  the  Pequot  war. 
On  the  northern  portion  of  this  tract,  was  a  farm  of  about  two  hundred 
acres,  where  Thomas  Bradford  settled.  His  house  was  not  far  from  the 
north-western  comer  of  New  London,  as  the  bounds  were  then  understood. 
It  would  now  fall  within  the  town  of  Salem. 

Thomas  Bradford  was  a  son  of  Major  Willixmi  Bradford  of  Plymouth. 
He  died  in  1708. 

Two  of  Major  Bradford's  daughters,  own  sisters  of  Thomas,  found 
partners  among  the  mhabitants  of  Norwiclu  Alice,  relict  of  Rev.  Wm. 
Adams  of  Dedham,  who  became  the  second  wife  of  Major  James  Fitch ; 
iand  Mela^ah,  who  married  John  Steele,  then  a  resident  of  the  town. 

Joseph  Bradford,  another  of  the  fifteen  cliildren  of  Major  William  of 
Plymouth,  also  came  to  Connecticut  He  married  Anna,  the  youngest 
daughter  of  the  Bev.  James  Fitch,  and  settled  first  in  Lebanon.  After 
the  death  of  his  wife,  he  made  important  purchases  in  the  Mohegan  terri- 
tory, between  Norwich  and  New  London,  and  removed  to  this  new  field 
in  1716.  The  district  in  which  he  settled  was  then  the  North  Parish  of 
New  London,  but  is  now  the  town  of  Montville. 

The  births  of  ten  children  of  Joseph  and  Anna  Bradford  are  recorded 
at  Lebanon,— one  son,  Joseph,  and  nine  daugiiters.  Among  tliem  are 
three  couplets,  or  pairs  of  twins.  He  had  also,  by  a  second  wife,  a  son 
John,  born  May  20,  1717,  at  Mohegan. 

Mr.  Bradford  was  the  only  son  of  Major  William  Bradford  by  his 
second  wife,  who  was  the  widow  Wiswall.  From  his  gravc-sLonc  in  the 
Montville  Cemetery,  we  learn  that  he  was  born  in  1G75. 

*'In  memory  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  Bradford,  who  died  Jany.  16, 1G47,  in  the  73d. 
year  of  hia  ago." 

*  Three  Hantington  houses  were  afterwards  huilt  on  this  lot,  and  still  retain  their 
plaoea.  They  were  occupied  for  many  years  hy  the  brothers,  Andrew,  Joshua,  and 
Ebenezer,  sons  of  General  Jabez  Huntington. 
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XIII.    Hugh  Calkins. 

Hugh  Calkins  (or  Caulkins*)  was  one  of  a  body  of  emigrants,  ealled 
the  Welsh  Company,  that  came  to  New  England  in  1640,  from  Chepstow 
in  Monmouthsliire,  on  the  border  of  Wales,  with  their  minister,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Blinman.  The  larger  portion  of  this  company  settled  first  at  Marsh- 
field,  but  soon  tmnsfcrred  their  residence  to  Gloucester,  upon  the  rough 
promontory  of  Cape  Ann.  From  thence,  after  eight  years  of  experiment, 
roost  of  them  removed  to  New  London,  hoping  probably  to  find  lands 
more  amble  and  productive,  and  allured  also  by  affectionate  attachment 
to  Mr,  Blinman,  whom  Mr.  Winthrop  had  invited  to  his  plantation. 

Hugh  Calkins  was,  in  1  GoO,  deputy  from  Gloucester  to  the  Greneral 
Court  of  Massachufl(*tl!t,  and  chosen  again  in  1G51,  but  removing  early  in 
tliat  year  to  New  London,  the  vacancy  was  filled  by  another  election. 

While  living  at  New  London,  ho  was  chosen  twelve  times  deputy  to 
the  Connecticut  Assembly,  (the  elections  being  semi-annual,)  and  was  one 
of  the  townsmen,  or  select-men,  invariably,  from  1052  till  he  removed  to 
Norwich. 

From  Norwich  he  was  deputy  at  ten  sessions  of  the  Legislature,  be- 
tween March,  16G3,  and  October,  1671,  and  was  one  of  the  first  deacons 
of  the  Norwich  church.  At  each  of  the  three  towns  in  which  he  was  an 
early  settler  and  proprietor,  he  was  largely  employed  in  public  business, 
being  usually  appointed  one  of  committees  for  consultation,  for  fortifying, 
drafting  soldiers,  settling  difiiculties,  and  particularly  for  surveying  lands 
and  determining  boundaries.  Tliese  oflices  imply  a  considerable  range  of 
information,  as  well  as  activity  and  executive  talent,  yet  he  seems  to 
have  had  no  cally  education,  uniformly  making  only  a  bold  II  for  his 
signature. 

In  a  deposition  made  in  1672,  he  stated  that  he  was  then  72  years  of 
age.  The  year  1 600  may  therefore  be  taken  as  the  date  of  his  birth. 
Of  his  wife,  we  only  know  that  her  name  was  Ann.  Six  children  have 
been  traced,  four  of  whom  were  probably  born  before  the  emigration  to 
this  country. 

Sarah,  sujiposcd  to  be  the  oldest  child,  was  married  at  Gloucester,  Oct. 
28, 10 15,  to  William  Hough.  This  couple  removed  in  1651  to  New  Lon- 
don, and  several  of  their  descendants  afterwards  settled  in  Norwich  and 
its  vicinity. 

Mary  was  married  at  Gloucester,  Nov.  8,  1049,  to  Hugh  Roberts;  and 
these  also  followed  the  fortunes  of  tlie  family  to  New  London. 

Rebecca  died  at  Gloucester,  March  14,  1051. 

Deborah  was  born  at  Gloucester,  March  18,  1043-4,  and  is  the  only 

*  Tlio  namo  appears  on  tho  early  records,  written  indifierontly,  with  or  without  the 
u,  and  with  or  without  tho  Gnal  s. 
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one  of  the  children  the  date  of  whose  birth  has  been  ascerttune4  She 
married  Jonathan  Bojce,  one  of  the  first  band  of  Norwich  proprietors. 

The  two  sons  of  Hugh  Calkins  were  John  and  David.  The  former 
remoYod  with  his  father  to  Norwich.    David  remained  in  New  London. 

Deacon  Hugh  GaUdns  died  in  1690,  aged  about  90  years. 


XIY.    John  Calkins. 

John  OaUdnSy  the  oldest  son  of  Hugh,  was  probably  bom  about  1634. 
He  was  old  enough  to  be  summoned  to  work,  with  other  settlers,  on  the 
mill-dam  at  New  London  in  1652.  He  married,  at  New  London,  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Bobert  Royce,  and  his  oldest  child,  Hugh,  was  bom  at  that 
place  before  the  removal  to  Norwidi. 

John  Calkins  was  one  of  the  selectmen  of  Norwich  in  1671,  and  on  the 
jury  of  the  countf  court  so  late  as  1691.  He  died  Jan.  8,  1702-S. 
Sarah,  his  relict,  died  May  1,  1711,  aged  77  years.  They  had  three 
daughters  that  lived  to  maturity,  Sarah,  Mary,  and  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried in  the  same  order,  Thomas  Baldwin,  Samuel  Gifford,  and  Samuel 
Hyde. 

They  had  also  three  sons,  older  than  the  daughters : 

1.  Hugh,  bora  in  June,  1659,  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Tliomas  Slu- 
nmn  and  step-daughter  of  Solomon  Tracy.  She  died  in  1703,  and  ho 
married,  second,  Lois  Standisli,  probably  daughter  of  Capt.  Josiali  Stand- 
ish  of  Preston. 

He  had  five  children,  and  loft  them  at  his  denth  wlint  wna  then  consid- 
ered a  large  estate.  After  providing  for  the  widow,  the  oldest  son  had  a 
double  portion,  and  the  others  inherited  equal  shares  of  £203  10s,* 

INSOBIPTION   UPON  HIS   GRAVB-STONB. 

SERt    H  V  gh 

CALKINGS    DYED 

SEPTr     15.     1722 

IN    YE    63D    Year 

OP     HIS     AGE. 

2.  John,  the  second  son  of  the  proprietor  John,  born  in  July,  1661, — 
probably  the  third  male  child  born  in  Nor^vich, — married  Abigail  Birch- 
ard,  Oct.  23,  1690,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Lebanon.  He  was  the 
first  constable  of  that  town,  chosen  at  its  organization,  May  31, 1698,  and 
corporal  of  the  first  militia  company,  1700. 

*  The  inrentory  of  his  effects,  taken  a  few  days  after  his  death,  mentions  the  articles 
of  honey,  beeswax,  batter,  cider,  and  metheglin,  which  shows  the  variety  of  domestic 
produce  of  that  day.    Metheglin  was  a  favorite  beverage  of  the  old  inhabitants. 
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IIis  youngest  son,  James,  born  April  29,  1702,  is  on  the  list  of  Yale 
College  graduates  as  Mr,  Jacobus  Calking ^  1725.  He  was  an  ordained 
minister,  and  ofliciated  as  such  for  several  jears,  but  aflerwards  settled  as 
a  farmer  in  the  western  district  of  Norwich,  where  he  died  in  1756. 

3.  Samuel,  the  third  son  of  John,  settled  in  Lebanon.  Stephen,  the 
son  of  Samuel,  bom  in  1706,  was  an  active,  stalwart,  enterprising  farmer, 
famous  in  his  time  as  a  cattle-drover  or  horse^courser.  He  maj  be  traced 
by  deeds,  and  town  and  court  records,  as  a  resident  at  Norwich,  New 
London,  Lyme,  Lebanon,  and  finally  at  Sharon,  Ct,  where  several  of  his 
sons  settled,  and  from  whence,  a(\cr  tlie  Revolutionary  war,  his  descend- 
ants spread  into  western  New  York. 


XV.    Edgbrton. 

No  earlier  notice  is  obtained  of  Richard  Edgerton,  than  the  date  of  his 
marriage,  which  is  recorded  at  Saybrook,  but  without  naming  the  wife. 
The  omission  is  supplied  by  the  ampler  details  at  Norwich.  Richard 
E<lgerton  and  Mary  Sylvester  were  married  April  7, 1653.  The  birth  of 
three  daughters  is  registered  at  Saybrook,  reaching  to  September,  1659, 
and  in  November  of  that  year  we  have  the  date  of  his  house-lot  at  Nor- 
wich. 

In  this  new  home,  six  other  children  are  added  to  the  list,  four  of  them 
sons,  John,  Richard,  Samuel,  and  Joseph,  each  of  whom  became  the  head 
of  a  family. 

Richard,  the  proprietor,  served  at  different  periods  as  townsman  and 
constable.     He  died  in  March,  1692. 

John  Edgerton,  one  of  the  earliest-born  sons  of  Norwich,  (b.  June  12, 
1662,)  married  Mary  Reynolds,  and  died  soon  afterward,  leaving  an  infant 
son  John,  aflcnvard  known  as  Lieut.  John  Edgerton,  the  father  of  Capt. 
Elisha  Edgerton  of  the  Revolutionary  period. 

Richard  Edgerton,  2d,  married  Elizabeth  Scudder,  Jan.  4,  1692.  He 
died  in  1729,  and  his  aged  relict  in  1762. 

Samuel  E<lgerton  married  Alice  Ripley,  and  died  in  1748.  Captain 
James  Edgerton,  a  noted  ship-master  of  New  London,  who  died  in  1842, 
wtts  a  descendant  of  this  couple. 

Joseph,  (he  youngest  son  of  the  proprietor,  was  one  of  the  original 
planters  of  Lebanon. 
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XVL    Gaqbr. 

William  Gager  came  to  America  in  16dO|  with  Gov.  Winthrop,  but 
died  the  same  year  from  a  disease  contracted  by  ill  diet  at  sea,  whicli 
swept  ofif  many  of  the  emigrants.  lie  is  characterized  by  ootcmporary 
journalists  as  ^  a  skilful  surgeon,  a  right  godly  man,  and  one  of  the  dea- 
cons of  our  congregation."*  His  son  John,  the  only  child  tbat  has  been 
tracedyt  was  one  of  the  company  that  settled  at  New  London  with  John 
Winthrop  the  younger.!  His  name  is  there  found  on  the  earliest  extant 
list  of  inhabitants. 

He  had  a  grant  from  the  town  of  New  London,  of  a  farm  of  two  hund- 
red acres,§  east  of  the  river,  near  the  straits,  (now  in  Ledyard,)  to  which 
he  removed  soon  after  1650,  and  there  dwelt  until  he  joined  in  the  settle- 
ment of  Norwich  and  removed  thither.  His  house-lot  in  the  new  town 
bears  the  date  of  the  oldest  Purveys,  viz.,  November,  1659.  He  was  con- 
stable of  Norwich  in  1674  and  1688. 

His  oldest  son,  born  in  September,  1647,  who  in  1688  is  styled  ''John 
Gager  of  New  London,  son  to  John,  Sen.  of  Norwich,"  died  in  1691, 
without  issue. 

The  will  of  John  Gkiger,  the  proprietor,  dated  Dec.  21, 1695,  has  the 
descriptive  passage,  ''being  now  aged  and  full  of  days;"  but  he  lived  eight 
years  longer,  dying  Dec  10,  1703.  His  will  provides  for  wife  Elizabeth, 
bequeathes  all  real  estate  to  "only  son  Samuel,"  and  adds  "to  my  six  sons 
that  married  my  daughters,  viz.  John  Allyn,  Daniel  Brewster,  Jereminh 
Bipley,  Simon  Hunthigton,  Joshua  Abel  and  Caleb  Forbes,!  twenty  shil- 
lings each,  having  already  given  their  wives  considerable  portions  in  move- 
ables and  lands." 

It  was  much  the  custom  in  those  days  for  men  who  had  children  arrived 
at  maturity,  to  become  in  great  part  their  own  executors,  distributing  tlieir 
estates  by  deed  and  assignment  before  deatli,  reserving  only  a  needful 
portion  for  themselves,  to  be  disposed  of  afterwards.    This  accounts  for 

*  See  Prince's  Chronology,  1630;  also,  Life  and  Lcttors  of  John  Winthrop. 

t  Gov.  Winthrop,  in  a  letter  of  Nov.  29,  1630,  says:  "  I  have  lost  twelve  of  my 
family/' — and  among  them  enumerates  Mr.  Gager  and  his  wife  and  two  children. 
Sayago's  Winthrop,  App.  Vol.  I. 

X  The  elder  Gov.  Winthrop  remembered  him  in  the  following  item  of  his  last  will 
and  testament : 

.  "  I  will  that  John  Gager  shall  have  a  cow,  one  of  the  best  I  shall  hayo,  in  recom- 
pense of  a  heifer  his  father  bought  of  me,  and  two  ewe  goats,  and  ten  bushels  of  Indian 
com."    Say.  Winth.,  App.  Vol.  II. 

4  Sold  in  1696  to  Ralph  Stoddard. 

11  Had  he  mentioned  the  names  of  the  wives  in  the  order  of  their  age,  they  would 
haye  been,  Elizabeth  Allyn,  Sarah  Forbes,  Bethiah  Abel,  Lydia  Huntington,  Hannah 
Brewster,  and  Mary  Bipley. 
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The  proprietor  and  his  second  wife  lived  together  more  than  half  a 
centurjy  and  died  the  same  year.  Twin  head-stones  of  rough  granite 
record  their  decease. 

MR  MRS 

STEPHEN    GIFF  HANNAH    GIF 

ORD   DYED  NO  Va  FORD    DYED  JANy 

27.    1724.    AGED  20.    1724.    AGED 

83     YERS.  79    YERS. 

Samuel  Gifford  removed  to  Lebanon  in  1692,  and  there  died,  Aug.  26, 
1714.  The  two  daughters  of  Stephen,  the  proprietor,  also  settled  in  Leb- 
anon, as  tlie  wives  of  Samuel  Calkins  and  Jeremiah  Fitch.  John,  Ste- 
phen and  Aquilla  Gifford,  sons  of  the  first  proprietor,  were  inhabitants  of 
Norwich  in  1736.  They  left  descendants,  and  the  name  has  continued 
on  the  rolls  of  freemen  and  among  the  substantial  farmers  of  the  neigh* 
borhood  to  the  present  day. 


XVin.     Gbiswold. 

The  brothers  Matthew  and  Edward  Griswold  were  natives  of  Kcnil- 
worth,  in  Warwickshire,  England.*  The  btter,  according  to  a  deposition 
in  the  State  Records  at  Hartford,  was  bom  in  1607.  The  date  of  their 
emigration  to  tliis  country  has  not  been  ascertained.  Edward  is  found  at 
Windsor  not  long  after  1 640,  and  is  supposed  to  have  brought  with  him 
from  England  a  wife,  Margaret,  and  several  children,  others  being  added 
to  the  group  in  this  country.  In  1664  he  removed  to  Killingworth,  as 
one  of  the  leaders  in  tlie  settlement  of  that  place,  and  was  its  first  magis- 
trate. It  may  be  inferred  also  that  he  stood  sponsor  when  the  name  was 
given,  Killingworth,  or  Killinswortli,  answering  to  the  popular  pronuncia- 
tion of  his  native  place  in  England. 

Lieut  Francis  Griswold,  the  Norwich  proprietor,  was  a  son  of  Edward 

*  Copy  of  a  deposition  made  by  George  Grbwold  of  Killingworth : 

"George  Griswold,  about  61,  tostifieth — 

"  That  in  his  youthful  years  he  lived  with  his  fatlicr  in  England,  in  a  town  called 
Killlnsworth  in  Warwickshire — he  did  several  times  since  hcare  his  father  Edward 
Griswoul^  say  that  the  house  he  then  lived  in  and  lands  belonging  thereto  was  his 
brother  Matthew  Griswoulds  and  have  lately  seen  and  read  a  letter  under  the  hand  of 
Thomas  Griswould  of  Killinsworth  abovesd,  directed  to  his  brother  Matthew  Griswould 
afores'd,  wherein  the  said  Thomas  Griswould  intimated  that  he  did  then  live  in  the 
abovesd  house,  belonging  to  his  said  brother  Matthew  aforesd. 
Sworn  before  Joseph  Curtiss,  Assistant. 
Biay  9, 1700." 
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The  grave-Stone  of  Capt  Samuel  Griswold  has  the  following  epitaph : 

Here  lies  interred  ye 

Remiuns  of  Capt.  Sam 

uol  Griiiwold  tlio  first 

Captaio  of  the  2d 

Company  of  train  bands 

in  Norwich.    He  was 

bom  in  Norwich 

Septr  1665  and  died 

on  ye  9th  day  of 

Dccemb'  1740  in 

the  76"*  year 

of  his  ago. 


XIX.    Hendy. 

This  name  is  identical  with  Hendd,  Hendys,  and  Handy.  Richard 
Hendj  seems  to  have  been  one  of  the  first  purchasers  of  Norwich,  and  to 
have  had  an  early  allotment  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  town-plot  He 
also  shared  in  the  first  divisions  of  land,  but  there  is  no  evidence  of  his 
actual  residence  at  any  time  in  the  settlement  In  1660  and  '61  a  person 
of  this  name  was  at  work  upon  vessels  at  New  London  and  Newport  A 
Bichard  Handy,  four  or  five  years  later,  was  proprietor  of  a  mill  biiilt  by 
John  Elderkin  on  the  Menunkatesuck  river  at  Killingworth,  and  died  at 
that  place,  Aug.  4,  1670.  This  mill  at  Killiiigworth,  and  fifly  acres  of 
land  on  Westward  Hill  in  Norwich,  were  among  his  assets.*  Tlio  same 
year  the  townsmen  of  Norwich  directed  that  the  children  of  Richaixl 
Hendy,  deceased,  should  have  a  share  in  the  divisions  of  common  hmd 
equal  with  other  proprietors.  From  these  and  other  concurrent  facts,  it 
is  evident  that  Richard  Hendy,  the  Norwich  proprietor,  and  Richard 
Handy,  of  Killingworth,  were  one  and  the  same  person. 

Hannah,  the  wife  of  Richard  Handy,  was  a  daughter  of  John  EKler- 
kin.  Only  three  children  appear  as  heirs,  Jonathan,  Richard,  and  Han- 
nah. Elderkin  was  their  guardian,  and  settled  the  estate.  Richard  lived 
in  the  family  of  Elderkin,  and  became  an  inhabitant  of  Norwich.  Han- 
nah married  Samuel  Belding  of  Wcthersfield,  Jan.  14,  1G85. 

•  Conn.  Col.  Rec.,  2,  191. 

t  The  author  is  indebted  for  this  fact  and  other  information  concerning  I^ichard 
Handy  of  Killingworth,  to  R.  D.  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Guilford.  Miss  Sally  Handy,  the 
last  of  the  name  in  Quilford,  died  Feb.  28,  1849,  almost  a  ccDtcnarian.  She  was 
bom  March  20,  1750. 
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XX.    Howard. 

The  house-lot  of  Thomas  Howard  has  the  same  date  as  those  of  Fitch 
and  Mason.  Of  his  antecedent  history  no  information  has  been  obtained. 
His  family  registry  at  Norwich  is  as  follows : 

"  Thomas  Howard  and  Mary  Wollroan  wcro  married  in  January,  1666.  Children : 
Mary  liom  in  Doc.  1CC7.  Sarah  in  Feb.  1669.  Martha  in  Feb.  1672,  and  died  one 
month  after.    Thomas  bom  in  Mordi  1673,  and  Bonjamm  in  Juno  1675." 

Thomas  Howard  was  slain  at  the  Narragansett  fort  fight,  Dec  17, 
1675.  Tlie  County  Court  settled  the  estate  in  the  following  manner:  to 
the  relict  twenty-four  pounds,  with  a  thii-d  of  the  profits  of  the  lands  dur- 
ing life;  to  Thomas,  sixty  pounds;  to  Bcnjtomin,  thirty-two;  to  Mary,, 
thirty-two;  to  Sarah,  Uiirty.  John  Calkins  and  John  Birchard  to  be 
overseers. 

In  August,  1 677,  Mrs.  Howard  became  the  wife  of  William  Moore,, 
and  removed  with  him  to  Windham,  where  Mr.  Moore  died,  April  28,. 
1728,  aged  87. 


Huntington. 

The  Huntington  pedigree  offers  a  good  illustration  of  the  uncertainty 
of  tradilion,  even  when  the  details  appear  to  have  been  carefully  pre- 
served, and  the  lapse  of  time  is  not  more  than  a  century.  Tlie  Ilev. 
Joseph  Huntington,  of  Coventry,  Ct.,  of  the  fourtli  generation  from  the 
first  emigrant,  collected  and  embodied  the  reminiscences  that  had  been 
preserved  in  the  family  concerning  their  progenitor,  which  were  in  sub- 
stance these : 

That  the  ancestor  of  the  family,  Simon  Huntington,  was  a  citizen  of 
Nor>vich  in  England,  who,  during  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First,  (about 
1640,)  embarked  with  his  wife  and  three  sons  for  America;  that  he  was 
a  Puritan,  suffering  from  persecution,  but  had  a  brother  Samuel  who  was 
captain  of  the  king's  life-guard,  and  high  in  the  royal  favor ;  that  the  said 
Simon  Huntington  was  nearly  fifty  years  of  age,  his  wife  some  years 
younger,  and  their  three  sons,  Christoi)her,  Simon,  and  Samuel,  in  the 
bloom  of  youth;  and  that  they  made  their  course  for  the  mouth  of  Con- 
necticut river.  "But  our  progenitor,  (says  the  MS.,)  being  seized  with  a* 
violent  fever  and  dysentery,  died  within  sight  of  the  shore ;  whither  he 
was  brought,  and  now  lies  buried,  either  in  Saybrook  or  Lyme,  as  both 
towns  were  but  one  at  first." 

The  above  statement  was  long  unquestioned,  and  has  been  repeated 
and  perpetuated  in  various  narratives  and  historical  annals.    It  is,  how- 
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ever,  ascertained  from  authenUe  documents  that  the  family  arrived  at  an 
earlier  date  and  upon  a  different  part  of  the  coast,  and  the  other  incidents 
mentioned  have  not  heen  substantiated  by  Uiter  inquiries. 

The  church  record  at  Boxbury,  Mass.,  contains  the  following  entry,  in 
the  hand-writing  of  the  Bev.  John  Eliot,  who  was  then  the  minister  of 
that  place: 

''Maigtiet  Hantfaigton,  widow«  came  in  1633.  Her  husband  died  by  the  way«  of 
tiie  small  poz.    She  broaght  •—  children  with  her/' 

• 

^^  The  rest  is  left  blank*  The  name  of  the  husband  is  not  mentioned,  nor 
the  names  or  number  of  the  children,  but  the  record  makes  it  evident  thai 
this  emigrant  family  landed  in  Massachusetts  and  not  at  Saybrook,  and  if 
the  husband  was  buried  on  the  coast,  it.  was  more  likely  to  be  on  Nantaa- 
tei  beach  than  on  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut 

The  widow  Margaret  Huntington  united  with  Hoxbury  church,  and  is 
-afterward  found  at  Windsor,  Ct,  as  the  wife  of  Thomas  Stoughton,  the 
fiimily  having  removed  thither  in  1685  or  '86. 

Tradition  is  uniform  in  naming  the  husband  who  died  on  the  voyage, 
•Simon,  and  a  letter  registered  in  an  ancient  volume  of  Connecticut  Becords 
dhat  has  been  recently  brought  to  light,*  enables  us  to  settle  some  points 
jwspecting  this  Huntington  family,  that  were  formerly  left  doubtful;  vis., 
the  number  of  the  children,  the  order  of  seniority  of  the  sons,  and  the 
4naiden  name  of  the  mother. 

This  letter,  written  from  Norwich,  England,  April  20, 1650,  and  ad- 
'dressed  to  ''Cozen  Cliristophcr  Huntington/'  acknuwlcdgcs  a  letter  from 
him  dated  at  Seahrooky  Sept.  20, 1649,  and  is  signed, 

"  Yoar  loving  ancle, 

PliTBR  BaRBT." 

It  relates  principally  to  the  dispositioif  to  be  made  of  certain  remittances 
that  hod  been  forwarded  by  the  writer  to  his  brother  Slawlon,  [StouglitonJ 
amounting  to  £140,  which  he  directs  to  be  divided  in  certain  proportions, 
4ys  his  gift,  between  the  three  brothers  and  their  sister  Ann.f 

We  learn  from  this  letter  that  the  children  of  Margaret  Huntington 
were  four  in  number :  three  sons,  Christopher,  Simon,  and  Thonnus,  apjia- 
rently  in  this  order  of  seniority,  and  a  daughter  Ann,  whose  i>osition  in 

♦  C.  J.  Hoadly,  Esq.,  StRto  Librarian,  has  recovered  a  lonj^-mLssing  vuluino  of  the 
Beoords  of  the  Particular  and  Probate  Court  from  1050  to  1G63,  and  two  volumes  of 
Land  and  Miscellaneous  Records,  1640  to  1656,  whose  existence  was  not  known.  lu 
one  of  these  latter  volumes,  the  letter  rcferixid  to  is  found. 

t  William  Huntington,  who  settled  at  Salisbury,  Mass.,  is  the  ancestor  of  a  distinct 
line  of  Huntingtons.  His  relationship,  if  Uicre  was  any,  with  the  family  of  the  widow 
Jlargaret,  has  not  been  ascertained. 
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the  line  is  uncertain.  Tlie  whole  group,  at  the  time  of  their  emigration, 
were  probably  under  eight  years  of  age. 

The  letter  shows  also  that  the  mother  of  the  family  was  originally 
Margaret  Baret,  of  Norwich,  Eng.  From  Bloomfield's  History  of  that 
ancient  to^vn,  we  learn  that  Christopher  Baret  was  Mayor  of  Norwich  in 
1634,  and  again  in  1648.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  this  Mayor  was  the 
father  or  a  near  rchitive  of  Margaret,  and  that  from  him  tlie  ofl-repeated 
name  of  Christopher  first  crept  into  the  Huntington  nomenclature. 

Of  the  daughter,  Ann,  nothing  further  is  known.  "We  may  presume 
Uiat  her  unclo*s  marriage  dowry  of  £27  would  assist  in  settling  her  eligi- 
bly in  life,  and  we  may  yet  obtain  some  fortunate  hint  that  will  show  into 
what  fiimily  she  was  ingrafted. 

Thonins  Huntingtun,  though  apparently  the  youngest  of  the  brothers,* 
was  the  first  admitted  to  political  privileges.  He  was  made  a  freeman  by 
the  Gencnd  Court  at  Hartford  in  May,  1657  ;  Christopher  in  May,  1658 ; 
Simon,  not  till  after  his  settlement  in  Norwich,  1663. 

Thomas  Huntington  was  one  of  the  company  that  first  purchased  and 
settled  Newark  in  New  Jersey.  This  company  was  gathered  from  the 
towns  on  the  southern  coast  of  Connecticut,  from  Milford  to  New  London 
inclusive,  and  had  the  Rev.  Abraham  Pierson  for  their  spiritual  guide. 
Previous  to  their  departure  from  Connecticut,  a  body  of  the  planters  met 
at  Bmnford,  and  adopted,  OcL30,  1660,  certain  "fundamental  agreements 
touching  their  intended  design.**  This  was  signed  by  twenty -three  "heads 
of  families,"  of  whom  Thomas  Huntington  was  one. 

He  is  subsequently  traced  at  Newark,  as  sergeant  of  the  train-band  in 
1675;  jiftcjrward,  as  one  of  the  seven  townsmen  to  whom  the  municipal 
aflTaii's  of  the  phmtation  were  intrusted,  and  finally  as  deputy  to  the  As- 
sembly in  lG58.t  He  had  a  son,  Samuel,  who  continued  the  line  in  New 
Jei-scy. 


XXI.     CimisToniEu  Huntington. 

Christopher  and  Simon  Huntington  probably  settled  at  Saybrook  as 
soon  as  tlicy  attained  their  majority.  Christopher  was  there  in  1649, 
npi>an'ntly  engaged  in  trade,  and  hjid  written  to  his  uncle  Baret  in  Eng-. 
land,  for  consi^rmncuts  of  cloth  and  shot.  In  1651,  he  was  one  of  five 
persons  who  seized  a  Dutch  vessel  that  was  on  the  coast  trading  illegally 

*  From  the  loiter  of  his  uncle,  Peter  Baret,  in  1G50,  Thomas  seems  to  hftvc  been  tlio 
only  ono  of  the  cliildren  then  under  ngc.  lie  directs  that  tlie  bonus  of  Thomas  shall 
"bo  put  into  some  goo^l  hand  and  security  taken  for  it,  till  ho  bocomo  able  to  employ 
it,"  whilo  tho  othors  receive  their  sliarcs  at  onco.  Thomas  was  probably  16  or  17  years 
of  ago. 

t  Gen.  Ilift.  Reg.,  8,  1S6. 
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with  the  Indians.  Ho  married  Ruth,  daughter  of  William  Rockwell  of 
Windsor,  Oct.  7, 1 G52.  Tlicy  lost  one  child,  and  perhaps  more  than  one, 
in  infancy,  and  when  the  removal  to  Norwich  took  place,  the  parents  had 
only  their  little  daughter,  Ruth,  to  carry  through  the  wilderness.  But  a 
blessing  soon  descended  upon  their  new  home ;  a  son  was  bom,  a  second 
Christopher,  Nov.  1st,  1660.* 

7%e  first  horn  nude  in  Norwich. 

The  children  of  Christopher  Huntington  were  subsequently  increased 
to  seven  in  number,  while  Simon  had  a  family  of  ten.  They  both  lived 
to  embrace  their  children's  children,  and  to  see  the  family  hives  swarm 
and  emigrants  pass  off  to  ahght  in  the  woods  and  wastes  of  Windham, 
Mansfield,  and  Lebanon. 

Thomas,  the  second  son,  bom  in  1664,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Windham, 

Christopher  Huntington,  1st,  died  in  1691,  as  is  indicated  by  the  pro- 
bate of  his  estate  that  year.  No  other  record  gives  the  date.  He  was 
probably  buried  in  the  Gager  and  Post  bunal-gi*ound,  and  no  stone  marks 
his  grave. 

The  second  Christopher  Huntington,  tlio  first-bom  son  of  Norwich, 
executed  the  office  of  Town  Clerk  and  Recorder  for  twenty  years,  and 
was  deacon  of  the  church  from  1696  to  1735. 

The  two  wives  of  Deacon  Christopher  were  Sarah  Adgnte,  and  Judith, 
widow  of  Jonathan  Brewster.  He  had  a  family  of  twelve  children  ;  seven 
sons  and  four  daughters  survived  him.  His  uklcst  child,  Hiith,  was  the 
mother  of  Dr.  Klcazcr  AVhcclock,  the  founder  of  the  first  Indian  nehool  at 
Lebanon,  and  the  first  President  of  Dartmouth  College. 

*  What  a  pleasant  excitement  this  event  must  huvo  caused  in  tlio  youn;;  plantation  ! 
The  inhubitojits,  well  housed,  with  plenty  of  corn,  beuns  and  punipkiu-s  in  store,  (not 
to  mention  acorns,  for  colfoe,)  were  reposing  after  the  toils  of  the  tirst  arduous  season, 
and  had  leisure  to  engage  in  hnskings,  nuttings,  oyster-parties,  neighborly  visits,  and 
conference-meetings.  And  lo  1  a  cliihl  of  promise  appears,  the  herald  of  a  numerous 
race.  Norwich  has  not  only  daughters,  but  a  son,  to  whom  tiio  right  of  primogeniture 
belongs.  How  swiftly  the  news  pusses  from  house  to  house !  What  congratulations 
and  kindly  inquiries  are  dropped  at  the  door.  Wiiat  lively  sallies  are  indulged,  and 
adventurous  calculations  made  respecting  future  rates  of  increase,  and  conjcctuix's  how 
the  population  will  stand  ten,  twenty,  or  a  hundred  yeiirs  hence  I  What  a  tlu'on<^'iiig  to 
the  baptism  of  the  little  ('hristopher.  He  is  wrapi)ed  pcriiaps  in  some  sacred  child- 
blanket  brought  from  England,  which  is  kept  as  a  venerated  relic  of  ancestral  dra|)cry. 
The  blessed  Mr.  Fitch  performs  the  ceremony  with  so  much  unction,  that  the  audience 
is  moved,  and  the  women  in  little  mob  caps  wipe  their  eyes.  As  they  go  out  of  mcct< 
tng,  ono  says  to  another,  "A  precious  sarmonti"  or,  perhaps,  "A  solemn  sarcum- 
Btanco  I " — while  a  young  damsel  whispers  to  her  companion,  **  Didn't  he  look  pecrt  for 
such  a  young  one  ?    I  wish  Christenings  would  como  every  Sunday  I " 
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Slabs  of  gray  stone,  broad,  loir,  and  quaintlj  carved,  point  ont  the  spot 
nbere  (bis  worlby  deacon,  tbc  son  of  the  wildcmess,  waa  lud. 
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CJbristopher  Huntingtoiii  8d,  was  bom  in  1686.  Christopher  Hnnting- 
toni  4th,  bom  in  1719,  was  a  phyucian  in  tho  parish  of  New  Concord* 
These  four  Christophers  were  in  tlie  direct  lino,  each  tlio  eUui  son  of  liU 
father,  but  the  fifth  Cliristopher  was  tlie  youngtii  son  of  tho  fimrth.  IIo 
gooceeded  his  &ther  as  a  physician  in  New  Concord,  or  Bozrah,  where  he 
died  in  1821.  His  oldest  son,  the  sixth  Christopher,  settled  in  Hartford, 
where  he  died  in  1884,  and  with  him  the  direct  line  of  the  Christophers 
ends,  other  names  in  the  fimuly  of  the  last-mentioned  Christopher  taking 
the  place  of  the  old  heir  locNotL 


XXn.    Simon   Euntinoton. 

The  tide  of  Deacon  became  very  early  a  familiar  appendage  to  die 
name  of  Hantbgton.  Out  of  twen^  deacons  of  the  first  church,  seven 
have  been  Huntingtons,*  six  of  whom  held  the  office  over  tliir^  years 
each.  In  the  lino  of  Simon,  the  deaoonsbip  descended  fi'om  father  to  son 
through  four  successive  generations,  Simon,  1st,  Simon,  2d,  Ebenezer,  and 
Simon,  8d,  covering  a  period  of  120  years.  Deacon  Barnabas  Hunting- 
ton of  Franklin  was  also  a  progenitor  of  deacons.t  Other  churches  in 
the  victni^  have  been  prone  to  select  their  ministering  servants  from  the 
same  cognomen.  Near  the  dose  of  the  last  century  there  were  six  Deacon 
Huntingtons  officiating  at  one  period,  in  as  mimy  different  parishes  of 
Norwich  and  the  noigliboring  towns. 

Simon  Huntington,  the  proprietor,  wna  united  to  Snmh,  dangliter  of 
Joseph  Clai*ke  of  Say  brook,  in  October,  1653.  They  lived  together  fifty- 
tliree  years,  and  she  survived  him  fifteen,  dying  in  1721,  at  tlie  age  of  88. 
This  was  probably  the  earliest,  but  not  the  only  one  of  the  first  thirty-five 
wedded  pairs,  that  could  have  eclcbmted  the  golden  period  of  their  con- 
nubial life,  if  at  tliat  day  such  festivals  had  been  in  vogue. 

Deacon  Simon  Icfl  an  estate  appraised  at  £275.  The  inventory  of  his 
books  may  be  worth  quoting  as  a  specimen  of  what  was  doubtless  a  fair 
library  for  a  layman  in  1700. 

*  Eight,  if  we  include  the  first  Christopher  Hantington,  who  is  usually  placed  on  tho 
Ibt ;  but  there  docs  not  appear  to  be  any  contemporary  cvidouco  that  ho  hold  the  oQice. 
Tho  statement  is  derived  fi:om  minutes  made  by  Dr.  Lord,  in  which  the  first  Christo- 
pher was  probably  confounded  with  the  second. 

t  "  The  old  Franklin  homestead  was  for  a  long  period  in  the  possession  of  deacons, 
and  what  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  those  doaoons,  each  in  his  day  and  generation,  kept 
tavern  under  the  sign  of  tlie  Seven  Stors,  which  shone  with  steady  lustre  for  the  ben- 
efit and  bountiful  cheer  of  wayfarers  on  the  old  Lebanon  road."  Speech  of  Hon. 
Asahel  Huntington  of  Salem,  Mass.,  at  the  Huntington  Gathering  at  Norwich,  Sept. 
3,  1S57. 
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"A  great  Biblo  lOf.  Another  great  bible  8f.  Rogers  his  seven  treatises,  8f.  A 
practical  Catecisc  If.  6<f.  William  Dyer,  Is.  Mr.  Moody's  Book  8<f.  Thomas 
Hooker's  Doubting  Christian,  9(/.  New  England  Psalm  Book,  Is.  Mr.  Adams'  Sar* 
mon.  The  bound  book  of  Mr.  Fitch  and  John  Rogers  2s.  The  same  unbound  8<2. 
The  day  of  doom  lOrf." 

At  the  time  of  Deacon  Simon's  death,  his  six  sons  and  three  daughters 
were  all  heads  of  families.  His  sons-in-law  were  Solomon  Tracj,  Dea. 
Caleb  Forbes  of  Preston,  and  Joseph  Backus.  Four  of  his  sons,  Simon, 
Nathaniel,  Daniel,  and  James,  settled  near  their  parents,  in  Nortfich, 
though  not  all  in  one  parish.  Joseph  went  to  Windham,  and  Samuel  to 
Lebanon. 

The  oldest  son,  Simon,  bom  in  Saybrook  before  the  removal  to  Nor- 
wich, married  Lydia  Gager,  Oct  8,  1 683,  and  had  four  diildren.  The 
ohlest  of  these,  bearing  his  own  name,  the  tliii*d  Simon  in  direct  descent, 
was  the  |>er8on  kille<l  by  the  bite  of  a  rattlesnake  just  after  he  became  of 
age,  as  previously  rehitcd  in  thi.s  work. 

This  second  Deacon  Simon  Huntington  had  two  other  sons,  besides  the 
one  so  suddenly  removed,  viz.,  Ebenezer  and  Joshua,  and  in  the  series 
descending  from  these  are  found  several  names  of  more  than  common  dis- 
tinction. The  last-named  son  was  born  Dec.  30,  1608,  and  is  known  in 
local  tradition  as  CapL  Joshua.  He  was  a  noted  merchant,  beginning 
business  at  nineteen,  and  pursuing  it  for  twenty-seven  years,  during  which 
time  it  is  said  that  he  traded  more  by  sea  and  land  than  any  other  man  in 
Norwich.  In  the  prime  of  life,  activity  and  usefulness,  he  took  the  yellow 
fever  in  New  York,  ciime  lioine  sick,  and  died  the  27th  of  August,  1745, 
aged  47.*  lie  was  the  father  of  Gen.  Jabcz  Huntington,  of  whom  more 
will  be  said  hereafter. 

Among  the  Iluntingtons  of  note  in  this  and  the  neighboring  towns, 
besides  the  clerks  and  deacons  already  mentioned,  we  might  enumerate 
five  or  six  judges  of  the  common  courts,  Hvii  members  of  Congress,  one  of 
them  President  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  Governor  of  tlie  State, 
and  six  or  seven  who  acquired  the  military  rank  of  colonels  and  generals, 
one  of  them  a  brigadier-general  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution.  Of  the 
clergy,  nl»o,  a  considernbic  list  of  Iluntingtons  might  be  made  without 
going  out  of  New  London  county  for  their  nativity .f 

The  name  hns  also  been  widely  disseminated  in  other  Slates  besides 
Connecticut,  and  rendered  honorable  by  the  talents  and  virtues  of  those 
who  have  borne  it.  But  it  is  not  on  this  account  wholly  that  we  give  it 
special  prominence  in  these  details,  but  rather  for  this  reason,  that  the 

*  II'w  cpitnph  Rny«,  "  Very  jiwtly  lamented  by  the  Burvivore." 

t  The  Gencnlogicnl  Memoir  of  the  Huntington  Family,  published  by  Rev.  E.  B. 
Iluntington  of  Stamford,  is  a  work  of  great  interest  and  valae.  It  embodies  the 
rcsalts  of  years  of  patient  roseorch,  and  is  clear,  full,  and  almost  exhaustive  in  its 
details. 
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Huntingtoiis  are  the  onlj  familj  amoDg  tlie  proprieton,  with  whom  any 
connection  has  hitherto  been  traced  with  Norwich  in  England.  As  we 
have  seen,  Margaret  Bareti  the  mother  of  Christqiher  and  Simon  Huni- 
ingtoni  appears  to  have  been  a  native  of  Norwich,  and  it  is  not  improbable 
that  her  children  were  also  bom  there. 


XXHL    William  Htdb. 

William  Hide,  or  Hyde— the  first  mode  of  spelling  being  the  most 
ancient — ia  found  at  Hartford  before  1640,  a  resident  and  proprietor. 
The  period  of  his  emigration  is  not  known.  He  removed  to  Saybrook, 
perhaps  as  early  as  1648.  His  daughter  Hester,  who  married  John  Post 
in  1652,  probably  came  with  her  parents  from  the  old  world,  but  his  son 
Samuel,  bom  about  1636,  may  have  been  a  native  of  Hartford.  No 
other  children  are  known. 

On  his  removal  to  Norwich,  he  sold  his  house  and  home-lot  to  Frauds 
Bushnell,  and  other  property  to  Robert  Lay.*  He  died  Jan.  6, 1681-2. 
His  age  is  not  known,  but  he  was  styled  ''old  Goodman  Hide**  in  1679. 
His  will  was  proved  in  the  county  court,  June,  1682,  and  distribution 
ordered  to  the  heirs  of  his  son  Samuel,  and  to  his  daughter  Hester,  wife 
of  John  Post 


XXIV.    Samuel  IIydb. 

"  The  marriage  of  Samuel  Hyde  with  Jane  Loo  was  in  Juno  Anno  Dom.  1659." — 
[Norwich  Records.] 

Thomas  Lee,  an  emigrant,  coming  from  England  with  his  family  to 
settle  in  America,  died  on  the  passage.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Phebe  Brown,  with  her  three  children,  Tliomtis,  Sarali,  and  Jmie, 
completed  the  voyage,  and  ore  afterward  found  at  Saybrook,  or  Lyme, 
where  the  relict  married  Greenfield  Larrabee.  Samuel  Hyde's  wife  was 
the  step-daughter  of  Larrabee. 

After  the  removal  to  Norwich,  the  younger  Hyde  appears  to  have 
formed  at  first  but  one  family  with  his  father,  though  he  afterward  settled 


^  #  The  sales  are  registered  at  Saybrook,  with  the  following  receipt : 

I  William  Hide  of  Mohegan  do  acknowledge  to  have  received  of  Robert  Lay  of  Sik 
Mile  Island  the  full  and  just  sum  of  forty  pounds  which  was  the  first  payment  specified 
in  the  agreement  mado  2Sth  day  of  January  1659  for  all  the  Umds  I  had  at  Potapauge. 
Witness  my  hand  5th  of  May  1660. 

William  C  C  Hidb. 
his  mark. 
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at  the  West  Farms.  In  August,  1660,  on  the  Hjde  home-lot,  in  a  newly 
erected  habitation,  standing  upon  the  border  of  the  wilderness,  with  a 
heavy  forest  growth  in  the  rear,  a  new  member,  a  welcome  addition  to 
the  settlement,  made  her  appearance.  This  was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Jane  Iljde, — 

T^e  Jirgt  child  horn  of  English  parentage  in  Norwich. 

Wo  may  imngtno  that  this  little  God-^ift  was  fostered  with  tender  care, 
and  retarded  with  peculiar  interest  and  favor  by  the  community,  as  a 
token  of  prosperous  import, — the  herald  of  a  new  generation, — the  prom- 
ise and  pledge  of  multiplied  descendants. 

In  due  time  this  first-bom  daughter  of  the  town  married  Richard  Lord, 
and  removed  to  the  sea-const. 

"Elizabeth  t)io  daughter  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Lord  was  bom  Oct  28, 1683."— 
[Lyme  Hcconls.] 

So  thickly  the  generations  crowd  upon  each  other, — mother,  daughter, 
and  grnnd-dnughter,  probably  bom  within  the  compass  of  forty-five  years. 

Flicbc,  the  second  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Jane  Hyde,  bom  in  Janu- 
uary,  1GG3,  married  Matthew  Griswold  of  Lyme.  The  two  sisters  were 
tints  ploa<nntIy  settled  in  the  old  neiglilK)rlioo<l  of  their  mother,  upon  the 
border  of  the  Sound.  The  I^ees  and  Larrabces  were  at  Giant's  Neck, 
and  the  Griswolds  at  Black  Hall, — two  of  the  most  conspicuous  and  eligi- 
ble situations  on  that  breezy  portion  of  the  coast. 

Sninucl  Ilydc  did  not  live  to  sec  the  settlement  of  his  daughters.  He 
died  in  1G77,  leaving  seven  children,  the  youngest  an  infant,  and  all  sons 
but  (he  two  dmighters  above  mentioned.  From  various  incidental  refer- 
ences, it  appears  that  his  relict,  Mrs.  Jane  Ilydc,  married  John  Birchard. 

The  five  sons  of  Samuel  Hyde  were  speedily  multiplied  into  a  numer- 
ous body  of  descendants. 

1.  Samuel  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Calkins,  Dec.  16, 
IGOO.  He  lived  first  at  West  Farms,  now  Franklin,  but  removed  to 
Windham,  and  afterward  to  Lebanon,  where  he  died  in  1742,  aged  77. 

He  was  the  grandfather  of  Capt.  Walter  Hyde,  whose  monumental 
inscription  in  the  Lebanon  cemetery  states  that  he  joined  the  American 
army  in  177(s  with  an  independent  company  of  which  he  had  command, 
and  died  at  Greenwich,  Sept.  18,  177G,  aged  41. 

He  was  also  the  ancestor  of  Col.  Elijah  Hyde,  a  neighbor  and  friend  of 
Gov.  Tnnnbull,  who  commanded  a  regiment  of  light  lioi*se  during  the  war 
for  liberty,  and  was  on  duty  with  the  northern  army  at  the  surrender  of 
Burgoyne ;  and  of  Gen.  Caleb  Hyde,  who  at  the  period  of  the  Revolu- 
tion was  a  sheriff  in  Berkshire  county,  Mass.,  but  afterward  settled  in 
western  New  York. 
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2.  John  Hjdei  tho  seoond  aon  of  the  proprietor  Samuel,  married  Expe- 
rience AbeL  He  lived  upon  a  fiirm  on  Wawekua  HilL  Tliougli  ho  him- 
self  died  at  the  age  of  60,  his  relict  lived  to  be  near  OO,  and  their  family 
of  nine  children  all  lived  to  be  heads  of  fiuniliosi  six  of  tliem  rnngbig  in 
age  from  77  to  90  years  at  their  decease. 

The  longevity  of  this  family  is  noticed  as  one  illustration,  out  of  nmny 
that  might  be  broughti  to  show  that  life  was  not  shortened  by  removal  to 
a  new  country,  but  that  the  active,  plain,  firugal,  and  yet  comfortable  mode 
of  living  ihen  prevalent, — the  first  hardships  and  hazards  of  a  frontier  life 
having  passed  away, — ^was  &vomble  to  health,  strength,  and  long  life. 

8.  William  Hjde,  the  third  son  of  the  proprietor  Samuel,  inherited  the 
homestead  of  his  grandfather  William,  in  the  town-plot.  The  number  of 
his  days  exceeded  even  those  of  his  long-lived  brothers.  He  died  Aug. 
8, 1759,  in  the  90th  year  of  his  age.  His  wife  was  Ann,  daughter  of 
Bibhard  Bushnell,  and  of  their  ten  children,  nine  left  descendants.       * 

William,  their  oldest  son,  bom  in  1702,  was  the  first  of  the  name  of 
Hyde  in  this  country  to  receive  a  collegiate  education.  He  graduated  at 
Yale  in  1721,  and  entered  immediately  into  a  promising  sphere  of  useful- 
ness in  his  native  town,  but  was  early  removed  by  death.* 

Two  other  sons  of  the  second  William  built  houses  by  the  side  of  their 
fiither,  upon  portions  of  the  original  Hyde  home-lot. 

Bichard  Hyde,  who  built  and  occupied  the  stone  house  near  his  father, 
was  a  man  in  high  local  repute,  as  captahi,  justice,  and  judge.  lie  was 
also  popular  as  a  social  companion  and  a  narrator  of  trailitionary  lorcf 

Jedidiah,  the  third  son  of  William,  2d,  became  a  Scpuralist  in  religion, 
and  was  ordained  in  1746  as  a  minister  of  that  denomination. 

Elisha,  the  fourtli  son  of  William,  occupied  tlie  old  homestead,  and  was 
the  fatlier  of  Elislia  Hyde,  Esq.,  tliird  Mayor  of  Norwich  city. 

4  and  5.  Thomas  and  Jabcz,  younger  sons  of  Sauuiel  the  proprietor, 
settled  at  the  West  Farms,  (Franklin,)  where  they  died  at  the  ages  of  82 
and  85  years.  The  late  Judge  Hyde  of  Norwich  town,  and  Lewis  Hyde 
of  Yantic,  are  among  the  descendants  of  Jabez.  Other  bmnchos  of  the 
same  line  are  widely  disseminated  in  western  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
and  states  yet  father  west. 

The  five  sons  of  tlie  proprietor  Samuel  hod  forty  children,  of  whom 
twenty-three  were  sons,  and  twenty-one  married  and  reared  families  of 
children.    Thb  accounts  for  the  rapidity  with  which  the  name  spread 

*  Hempstead's  Diary  has  this  notice : 

June  11, 173S.  "lleceived  news  of  the  death  of  William  Hide  Jun.  of  Norwich 
aged  35.  He  had  150  convulsion  fitts  in  two  days.  He  was  brought  up  at  tlio  College 
and  hath  been  Captain  and  justice  of  the  peace  many  years." 

t  Blihu,  second  son  of  Richard,  removed  to  Lebanon,  N.  H.,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
magistrates  of  that  town. 
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through  tlie  country, — a  rapidity  that  seems  unexampled  ivhen  considered 
in  connection  with  the  fact  that  all  are  derived  from  Samuel,  whose  first 
son  was  bom  in  May,  1 665. 

An  enumeration  made  in  1779,  showed  upwards  of  twenty  families  of 
Ilydcs,  numbering  over  150  members,  in  the  town-plot  and  western  part 
of  Norwich.  And  notwithstanding  the  removals  to  other  parts  of  the 
country,  the  census  of  1791  records  thirteen  families  of  the  name  in 
Franklin,  and  eight  others  in  Norwich  or  its  immediate  vicinity.* 


XXV.    Leffinqwell. 

Thomas  JjcHingwell,  acconling  to  minutes  preserved  among  his  descend- 
ants, was  a  nntive  of  Ci*oxhall  in  England.  The  period  of  his  emigration 
has  not  been  a.sccrtnincd.  In  his  testimony  before  the  Court  of  Commis- 
sioners at  Stonington  in  1705,  he  says  ho  was  acquainted  with  Uncas.  in 
the  year  1637,  and  was  knowing  to  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  sachem 
to  the  English,  then  and  ever  a(\er,  during  his  life.  According  to  his  age 
as  given  in  depositions,  he  must  have  been  born  about  the  year  1 622, — 
therefore,  at  the  time  of  the  Fequot  war,  not  more  than  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years  of  agcf 

The  earliest  notices  of  his  name  connect  him  with  Saybrook.  From 
the  Colonial  records  we  leam  that  in  March,  1650,  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented "  from  the  inhabitants  of  Saybrook  by  Matthew  Griswold  and  Tho: 

♦  Chancellor  Walworth  of  Saratoga  Springs  is  descended  in  eqaal  degrees  from  Wil- 
liam Hyde  and  Thomas  Tracy,  through  their  sons,  Samuel  Hyde  and  Jofin  Tracy,  nil 
of  whom  were  original  proprietors  of  Norwich.  Apphia  Hyde,  of  the  fifth  generation 
from  William,  Ist,  daughter  of  tho  Rev.  Jedidiah  Hyde,  tho  Separatist  minister,  and 
his  wife,  Jcnifdia  Tracy,  of  the  fifih  generation  from  Thomas,  Ist,  married  in  1782, 
Ilcnjainin  Walworth,  a  native  of  Groton.  They  Bcttle<l  at  Bozrah,  then  a  part  of  Nor- 
wich, hut  made  an  independent  town  in  1786.  Reuben  Hyde  Walwortli,  the  third  of 
their  ten  children,  was  there  bom  Oct.  26,  1788. 

The  Hyde  Genealogy,  published  by  Chancellor  Walworth,  is  a  work  of  great  value 
In  the  line  of  family  history,  embodying  a  vast  amount  of  pedigree,  and  displaying 
clearness  of  perception  and  skill  in  arrangement,  as  well  as  unwearied  porseveranco 
and  accurncy  in  research.  It  forms  a  grand  memorial  record  of  paternity  and  lineage, 
spreading  fur  and  wide,  but  taking  the  Nino-Milcs-Sqnaro  of  Norwich  as  tho  center  from 
which  it  railiates.  Such  a  work  is  a  monument  to  perpetuate  the  name  of  the  author, 
more  lasting  than  statues  of  marble  or  pillars  of  granite. 

t  A  tmilition  has  obtained  in  some  branches  of  the  family,  that  Thomas  Lefflngwell 
came  to  this  country  from  Yorkshire,  at  fourteen  years  of  age,  but  returned  to  England 
At  twenty-one,  and  married  there  Marv  White.  When  ho  emigrated  a  second  time,  ho 
brought  with  him  his  youngest  brother  Stephen,  fifteen  years  of  age,  leaving  seven  or 
eight  otiicr  brothers  in  tho  old  country.  Tho  author  is  nnablo  to  decide  whether  theso 
traditions  should  bo  ranked  as  fablo  or  fact. 
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LeppingwelL"*  The  births  of  his  children  are  also  registered  at  Sajbrook, 
but  under  the  simple  heading  of  <*  Children  of  Thomas  Leffingwell," — the 
name  of  the  mother  not  being  mentioned.    The  list  is  as  follows: 

"Rachell  bom  17  March  1648;  Tliomas  27  August  1649;  Jonathan  6  Doc.  1650; 
Joseph  24  Dec  1652 ;  Mary  16  Dec.  1654 ;  Nathaniel  11  Dec.  1656." 

It  is  probable  also  that  Samuel  Leflingwell,  who  married  Anna  Dickin- 
son Nov.  IG,  1G87,  and  died  in  1691,  was  the  son  of  Thomas,  though  his 
birth  is  not  found  recorded. 

Following  Mr.  Leffingwell  to  his  new  home  in  Norwich,  we  find  him 
an  active  and  influential  member  of  the  plantation.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  two  deputies  of  the  town  to  the  General  Court,  in  October,  1602; 
an  officer  of  the  first  train-band  and  during  Philip's  war,  lieutenant  under 
Capt  DenisonMn  his  famous  band  of  marauders,  that  swept  so  many  times 
through  Narragansett,  and  scoured  the  country  to  the  sources  of  the  Quin- 
ebaug. 

He  lived  to  old  age,  but  the  record  of  his  death  does  not  give  his  years, 
and  no  memorial  stone  marks  his  grave. 

"  Lieutenant  Thomas  Leffingwell  died  about  1710. 
Mrs.  Maiy  Leffingwell  died  Fob.  6,  1711." 

The  staff  of  the  venerated  lieutenant,  reputed  to  have  been  brought 
with  him  from  his  native  place,  and  bearing  his  initials  on  its  silver  head, 
is  now  in  the  possession  of  one  of  his  descendants,  Rev.  Thomas  LelUng- 
well  Shipman  of  Jewett  City,  Conn.  This  memorial  staff  is  interesting 
on  the  score  of  antiquity,  but  far  more  so  from  its  association  with  the 
venerable  men  of  successive  generations  to  whom  it  has  been  a  staff  of 
support.  It  calls  up  from  the  misty  past  the  image  of  the  old  soldier,  or 
the  deacon,  on  the  Sabbath  day,  slowly  marching  up  to  his  scat  under  the 
pulpit ;  we  see  his  white  hair,  and  hear  the  steady  sound  of  the  staff 
brought  down  at  every  step. 

Thomas  Leffingwell,  Jun.  and  Mary  Bushnell  were  married  in  Septem- 
ber, 1672,  and  might  have  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  in  1722,  with 
a  house-full  of  prosperous  descendants  gathered  around  tliem.  The  hus- 
band died  March  5,  1723-4,  leaving  five  daughters,  all  married  to  Bush- 
nells  and  Tracys,  and  three  sons,  Thomas,  John,  and  Bcnajah. 

Mrs.  Mary  Leffingwell  long  survived  her  partner,  as  the  epitaph  on  her 
grave-stone  proves. 

*  Col.  Rec.,  1,  205.  LeppingwcH  and  Lepponwell  oAen  appear  on  the  early  Norwich 
records.  It  is  suggestive  of  the  supposed  origin  of  the  name, — ^Leaping-woli,  denoting 
a  bubbling  or  boiling  spring. 
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IN 

MEMOKT 

of  an  aged  nursing 

Mother  of  GOD'S  New- 

english  Israel,  tik.  Mrs. 

Mary  Lcffinf^well,  wife 

to  Ensign  Thomas  Lof- 

fingwcll  Gent"  who  died 

Sept.  ye  2-*  A.  D. 

1745.    Aged  91  years. 

The  inventory  of  Ensign  LefRngwell  in  1724  shows  that  he  was  richly 
furnished  not  only  with  the  household  comforts  and  conveniences  of  that 
era,  but  with  articles  of  even  luxury  and  elegance.  He  had  furniture 
and  linen  in  abundance,  wooden  ware,  and  utensils  of  iron,  tin,  pewter, 
and  silver.* 

Wearing  apparel  valued  at  £27. 

Wig,  208.    Walking-staff  with  silver  head,  20«. 

Rapier  with  silver  hilt  and  belt,  £6. 

A  French  gun,  £3.     Silver  watch,  £5. 

3  tankards,  2  dram-cups. 

4  silver  cups,  one  with  two  handles. 
Copper  pennies  and  Erabians,t  £6.18.7. 
Total  valuation  of  estate,  £9793.9.11. 

It  is  doubtful  whether,  at  that  time,  any  other  estate  in  the  town  equaled 
this  in  value. 

The  third  Thomas  Leflingwell,  son  of  tlie  Ensign  and  bom  in  1G74,  is 
distinguislicd  as  Deacon  Thomas.  He  married  Lydia,  daughter  of  Solo- 
mon Tracy,  and  died  July  18,  1733.     He  had  six  children. 

His  brothers,  Capt  John  and  Benajah  Leflingwell,  had  large  families : 
the  former,  eight  daughters  and  four  sons ;  the  latter,  eight  sons  and  four 
daughters.  Capt.  John  Ixiffingwell  married,  first,  Sarah  Abell,  and  sec- 
ond, Mary  Hart  of  Ffirminglon. 

The  first  wife  is  commemorated  in  the  following  epitaph : 

Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 

tliat  Worthy,  Virtuous 

and  most  injcncous  and 

jcntcol  Woman,  Mrs 

Sara  Leffingwcll, 

who  Dyed  May  yo 

9th,  1730.    Aged 

39  years. 

*  In  the  inventory  of  Nathan icl  Leflinf:wcll  at  an  earlier  date,  we  find  a  castor  hat, 
one  cofTcc-cup,  a  benker,  a  pair  of  campaign  boots,  &c. 
t  An  Arabian  is  supposed  to  hayo  been  a  small  gold  coin. 
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Benajah  Leffingwell  married  Joanna  Christophers  of  New  London. 
Col.  Christopher  Leflingwcll  of  the  Revolutionary  period  was  the  third 
of  his  eight  sons. 

Thomas  Leffingwell,  4thy  (son  of  Deacon  Thomas,)  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Lord,  Jan.  23, 1729.  He  died  in  1793, 
in  the  90th  year  of  his  age. 

Thomas  Leffingwell,  5th,  bom  in  1732,  died  in  December,  1814,  aged 
82.  These  Ave  generations  were  in  direct  succession,  each  the  oldest  son 
of  the  oldest  son,  but  the  lineage  is  here  interrupted,  as  Thomas  the  5th 
died  unmarried. 

The  Leffingwell  tree  has  a  multitude  of  branches.  Samuel  Leffingwell, 
who  married  Hannah  Gifibrd,  March  2,  1714-15,  was  Uie  progenitor  of 
several  large  families.  A  district  in  the  southern  part  of  the  township  is 
known  by  the  familiar  designation  of  LeffingweU-towny  from  the  predom- 
inance of  the  name  in  that  neighborliood.  In  a  field  upon  old  Leffingwell 
land  in  this  district  there  is  a  quiet  village  of  the  dead,  where  Leffingwells, 
Chapmans,  Posts,  and  other  names  of  the  vicinity,  are  found.  Here  is  the 
grave  of  Dea.  Andrew  Leffingwell,  who  died  in  1803.  He  was  the  son  of 
Samuel,  and  bom  Dec  12, 1724. 

Some  of  the  Leffingwells,  who  lived  on  farms,  have  the  traditionary 
renown  of  having  been  stalwart  men,  able  horsemen,  enterprising,  robust, 
dread-nought  kind  of  people.  They  would  ride  to  Boston  in  a  day,  with 
a  led  horse  for  relief,  and  return  on  the  morrow,  unconscious  of  fatigue. 
One  of  them,  it  is  said,  performed  the  feat  with  a  single  horse,  but  the 
noble  animal  was  sacriflccd  by  the  exploit,  being  found  dead  the  next 
morning.* 


XXVI.    Olmstead,  oh  IIolmstead. 

Richard  and  John  Olmstead  were  kinsmen  and  wards  of  James  Olm- 
stead, who  came  from  England  in  1 632,''^  and  died  at  llurlford  in  Septem- 
ber, 16404 

--■ 

*  On  ono  of  those  gallops  to  Boston,  a  spirited  dog  accompanied  his  master,  but  tho 
next  morning,  when  tho  family  arose,  ho  was  at  home,  whining  at  tiio  thrciihold  for 
admittance.  It  was  afterward  ascertained  tiiat  at  niglit,  iu  Boston,  ho  had  been  acci- 
dentally slmt  out  of  his  master's  lodging,  upon  which  ho  turned  immediately  upon  tho 
track  and  followed  the  trail  home,  traveling  the  wholo  distance  between  nine  o'clock  at 
night  and  six  in  tho  morning. 

Such  traditionary  stories  are  usually  exaggerativo ;  but  oven  then  they  have  a  degree 
of  interest,  and  aro  worth  collecting,  as  examples  of  growth  by  repetition,  and  tho  mag- 
nifying power  of  common  report. 

t  Gen.  Hist.  Reg.,  14,301. 
X  Conn.  Col.  Bee.,  I,  447. 
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John  Olmstead  married  Elizabeth  Marvin,  and  settled  at  Saybrook| 
where  he  was  appointed  leather-sealer  in  1656.  He  is  mentioned  inci- 
dentallj  upon  the  Snybrook  records  in  1661,  as  ^  John  Olmsted  of  Mohe- 
gan,  shoemaker,"  which  shows  that  he  had  removed  to  the  new  plantation. 
At  this  place,  however,  he  appears  as  a  doctor  or  chinirgeon,  and  was 
undoubtedly  the  first  physician  of  the  settlement,  though  the  articles  enu- 
merated in  his  inventory  would  imply  that  he  still  continued  his  practice 
with  the  last  and  lap-stone.  For  several  years  he  was  on  the  grand  jury 
of  the  county. 

He  possessed  a  considerable  estate,  and  was  very  precise  respecting  the 
date  and  bounds  of  his  grants.  Though  the  H.  is  uniformly  given  to  his 
name  by  the  Norwich  recorders,  it  was  not  used  by  himself.  The  blazed 
trees  and  mcro-stoncs  by  which  ho  indicated  the  comers  and  limits  of  his 
lots,  were  marked  I.  O.* 

He  dieil  Aug.  2, 1 686 ;  his  age  was  about  60.  No  children  ore  men- 
tioned. He  lefl  most  of  his  estate  to  his  wife,  who  made  over  to  his  two 
nephews  nt  Norwalk  a  large  tract  of  land  (stated  at  2,000  acres)  owned 
by  him  in  the  new  plantation  at  Windham.  Several  slaves  that  he  pos- 
sessed were  to  receive  tlieir  freedom  at  the  death  of  his  wife. 

Mrs.  Olmstead  died  in  1 689.  Her  will,  made  in  October  of  that  year, 
was  contested  by  the  relatives  of  her  husband,  but  confirmed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Court  She  bequeathed  £50  to  the  poor  of  Norwich,  and  £10  to  Mr. 
Fitch;  recognizing  also  by  legacies  Sergt.  Richard  Bushnell,  ''brother 
Aclgate*s  four  children,"  and  the  children  of  her  husband's  sister  Newell, 
but  lefl  most  of  her  real  estate  to  her  "friend  and  kinsman  Samuel  Lo- 
throp,"  whom  she  appoints  executor.  This  was  the  second  Samuel 
Lothrop,  whose  wife  was  Hannah  Adgate.  The  word  kinsman,  as  used 
in  ancient  records,  has  a  wide  range  of  meaning.  Deacon  Adgate's  sec- 
ond wife  was  the  sister  of  Mrs.  Olmstead,  but  Hannah,  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Lothrop,  was  the  child  of  the  first  wife ;  and  this  is  the  only  relationship 
that  in  this  instance  has  been  traced. 


XXVn.    Pease. 

The  name  of  John  Pease  appears  incidentally  at  New  London  in  1 650, 
and  it  may  be  conjectured  that  lie  was  a  seaman,  then  belonging  to  Boston 
or  Martha's  Vincyard.f  It  is  probable  that  he  resided  for  a  time  at  Say- 
brook  before  joining  the  company  of  Norwich  proprietors,  and  tliat  he  took 


•  On  CouDiy  Court  Records,  when  his  inventory  was  exhibited,  it  was  written  Vm- 
Bteado. 
t  There  was  it  seaman  hi  Boston  of  this  name  \n  1656.    Qen.  &  Hist.  Beg.,  9,  US. 
IS 
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a  fionily  with  him  to  the  new  setdem^it    His  home-loft  was  at  the  west- 
ern limit  of  the  town-pkft|  and  bore  the  date  of  Noy.|  1659. 

But  in  the  course  of  a  few  jears,  his  family,  if  he  had  one,  his  posses^ 
sions  and  his  character  had  all  passed  away.  The  Court  Record  for  1672 
has  the  following  item : 

''John  Fmm  oompUlned  of  by  the  townsmen  of  Norwieh  for  Ihring  slonSj  for  Uhh 
nsH,  and  not  dnly  sttsndlng  the  worship  of  God. 

"  This  Court  oidera  that  said  Townsmen  do  pioTide  that  Pease  he  entertained  Into 
some  soitable  family  he  paying  for  his  board  and  accommodation,  and  that  he  employ 
hhnself  in  some  Uwfol  odling,  which  if  he  neglect  or  refose  to  do,  the  townsmen  may 
put  him  out  to  serrice  in  some  approTed  family.  Except  he  dispose  of  his  aeoommo- 
dattons  and  remove  oat  of  the  town.** 

Again,  in  1682,  we  find  th/Ut  John  Pease  being  in  arrears  for  town  and 
ministry  rates,  a  levy  was  ordered  on  his  estate. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  infer  fh>m  these  notices  that  Pease  was  wholly  a 
worthless  vagrant.  He  may  have  been  a  lonely,  disappointed  man^ — a 
rednse,  an  anchoret,  world-disgusted  and  unsodal,— or  a  secret  dissenter, 
cherishing  unpopular  tenets,  and  choosing  tlierefore  to  keep  out  of  the 
way  of  his  neighbors.  Persons  with  any  of  these  characteristics  found 
but  little  sympathy  in  the  plantations  at  that  day.  In  Norwich  they  were 
particularly  rigid  in  their  requirements,  not  only  of  accepted  inhabitants, 
<Nr  TOtezSy  but  also  of  common  town-dweUers.  Men  were  not  allowed  to 
live  alone,  but  obliged  to  connect  themselves  with  some  household,  to  have 
some  specific  employment,  to  assist  in  supporting  the  institutions  of  the 
town,  and  to  appear  in  the  house  of  worship  on  the  Sabbath. 

Nothing  further  is  certainly  known  of  John  Pease.  No  settlement  of 
estate  is  found ;  he  is  not  mentioned  in  any  subsequent  division  of  prapri- 
etary  commons ;  but  allusions  made  in  1 G87  and  later,  seem  to  indicate 
that  he  was  then  living.  A  branch  of  the  Yantic  in  the  western  part  of 
the  town,  near  the  border  of  Lebanon,  was  called  Pease^s  brook.  At  the 
mouth  of  Pease's  brook  was  Pease's  farm;  and  here,  about  1G90,  a  corn- 
mill  was  established.  It  is  not  improbable  that  John  Pease  Imd  retired  to 
this  tract  of  land,  and  originated  these  improvements.  The  spot,  then  so 
solitary,  is  now  jubilant  witli  macliincry, — the  seat  of  the  manufacturing 
village  of  Bozrahville. 


Post. 


Stephen  Post,  who  died  at  Saybrook  Aug.  16, 1659,  is  supposed  to  have 
been  the  father  of  John,  Thomas,  and  Abraham  Post,  and  it  is  a  plausible 
conjecture  that  Ellener  Post,  [Helener  in  county  court  records,]  who  died 
at  that  place  Nov.  18,  1670,  was  the  relict  of  Stephen  and  mother  of  his 
children 
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John  and  Thomas  Post  removed  to  Norwich.  Abraham  remained  in 
Saybrook,  where  he  was  known  bj  the  title  of  Lieutenant,  and  died  in 
1690. 


XXVin.    John  Post. 

The  marriage  of  John  Post  and  Hester  Hyde,  "in  the  last  of  March, 
•52,"  and  the  births  of  four  children,  are  found  on  record  at  Saybrook. 
Four  other  children  are  recorded  at  Norwich,  and  they  had  likewise  a 
daughter  Mary,  not  registered  at  cither  place,  bom  probably  in  1662, — 
comprising  in  all,  a  family  of  two  sons  and  seven  daughters. 

Mrs.  Hester  Post  died  Nov.  13, 1703. 

^Ir.  John  Post  died  Nov.  27,  1710,  aged  84  years. 

Tlio  following  inscription  is  still  legible  in  the  grave-yard  at  Norwich: 


HEARE 

LIES    THE    BO 

DY   OF    MR    JO- 

HN  POST   WHO 

DYED    NO  Vr 

27.       1710.     AGED 

84    YEARS. 

Two  of  the  daughters  of  John  Post  were  united  to  inhabitant  of  Newr 
London :  Sarah  married  Capt.  John  Hough  ;  Lydia  married,  1st,  Abel, 
^loorc, — 2d,  Joseph  Harris. 

Two  otlicr  daughters  were  married  in  Norwich:  Margaret  to  Caleb. 
Abel,  and  Mary  to  Nathaniel  Rudd. 

The  sons  were  John  and  Samuel.     John,  bom  at  Saybrook,  April  12, 
1657,  marridd  Sarah  Reynolds,  and  died  in   1690,  leaving  two  youngs 
chiUlrcn,  John  and  Sarah ;  but  they  died  without  issue,  and  no  descend- 
ants in  this  line  remain. 

Samuel  Post,  born  in  Norwich,  March  8,  1668,  married  Ruth  Lothrop,. 
and  had  two  sons,  Snmucl  and  Nathaniel.  Samuel  Post,  2d,  born  Dec 
22,  1698,  married  Sarah  Griswold  of  Guilford,  and  had  an  only  son  Sam-* 
uel  and  several  daughters.  Samuel,  3d,  lx)m  Feb.  12,  1736,  was  a  gold- 
smith in  New  London,  but  after  the  Revolutionary  war  went  south  and. 
has  been  no  further  traced. 

Nathaniel  Post,  son  of  Samuel,  1st,  bom  in  1702,  died  in  November, 
1799,  almost  a  centenarian.     His  wife,  Abigail  Birchard,  died,  in  1792,. 
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in  her  89th  year.  They  had  two  sons,  John  and  Jabes.  The  htleri  bora 
in  1780,  inherited  the  family  liomostead,  and  planted  the  stupendous  elm 
by  which  it  is  now  overshadowed.  He  marri(d|  Ist,  Martlin,  daughter  of 
the  Ber.  Jedidiah  Hyde,  the  Separatist  minister,  and  had  two  sons,  Jubes 
and  Jedidiah,  who,  after  the  Bevolntion,  settled  at  Newtown,  N.  J.  By  a 
second  wife,  Lucy,  daughter  of  Richard  Hyde,  he  had  two  other  sons, 
Andrew  and  Greorge  Washingtoni  who  settled  at  Lebanon,  N.  H.  He 
had  also  two  daughters :  1st,  Anne,  who  married  Henry  Blake,  (publisher 
of  a  newspaper  at  Keene,  N.  H.,)  and  after  his  death,  Thomas  L.  Thomas 
of  Norwich ;  2d,  Lucretia,  who  married  Eliphalet  Carew,  and  died  at  the 
residence  of  her  daughter,  on  a  portion  of  the  old  Post  home-lot,  where 
she  was  born,  July  6, 1858,  aged  90, 

Henrietta  Blake,  the  only  child  of  Henry  and  Anne  Blake,  married 
Oeorge  D.  Harris  of  Norwich.  The  late  Hon.  Thomas  L.  Harris,  of 
Illinois,  was  their  son.  He  was  bora  at  Norwich,  Oct.  29, 1816;  gradu* 
4Ued  at  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  1841 ;  studied  law  with  Gov.  Toucey, 
;and  ^ettled  in  Illinois.  In  1846  he  enlisted  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  was 
noted  for  his  gallantry  at  the  taking  of  Yera  Cruz  and  the  battle  of  Cerro 
Oordo.  He  was  elected  member  of  Congress  in  1848,  and  continued  in 
office  tiU  his  death,  which  took  phuse  at  Springfield,  BL,  Nov.  24, 1858. 
.His  life,  though  short,  was  marked  by  varied  and  exciting  events. 


XXIX.    Thomas  Post. 

No  reference  to  the  family  of  this  proprietor  has  been  found  at  Say- 
)brook.  His  existence  seems  not  to  be  recognized  any  where  but  in  Nor- 
wich. From  the  records  of  this  place  we  learn  that  he  mai'ried  Mary 
.Andrews  in  January,  1656,  and  tliat  she  died  at  Norwich  in  March,  1661, 
.and  was  buried  in  a  corner  of  her  husband's  home-lot,  as  heretofore 
related. 

She  left  an  infant  daughter,  l^arah,  afterward  the  wife  of  Thomas  Yin- 
^eent  Mr.  Post  married,  2d,  Rebecca  Bruen,  daughter  of  Obadiah  Bruen 
of  New  London,  Sept.  2, 1668.  He  died  in  1701,  leaving  two  sons,  Oba- 
•  diah  and  Joseph,  and  two  daughters,  Mary  and  Ilannnh.  Obadiah  died 
in  1708,  without  issue.  The  daughters  died  at  the  age  of  70  and  upwoixl, 
'.unmarried.  Joseph,  bom  in  1681,  married  Mary  Post  of  Say  brook,  and 
'died  in  1749,  leaving  an  only  son,  Joseph,  and  seven  daughters.  Thus, 
iat  the  end  of  a  century,  the  male  line  in  this  branch  of  the  Post  fooiily 
^again  commenced  with  a  unit.  / 
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XXX.    Read,  (or  Reed.) 

The  marriage  of  Josiah  Read  to  Grace,  the  daughter  of  William  Hol- 
lowaj,  took  place  at  Marshfield  in  November,  1666.  At  this  time  he  had 
probably  cleared  his  home-lot  and  prepared  his  domicile  in  Norwich. 
About  tlie  year  1087,  he  removed  from  the  town-plot  to  a  farm  "over 
Showtuckct,"  and  was  probably  the  first  permanent  settler  upon  that  gore 
of  land  which  was  then  called  the  Crotch^  but  afterward  Newent.  He  hiad 
a  brother  John,  at  that  time  living  "near  Pease's  farm,"  within  the  present 
limits  of  Bozrah. 

It  is  probable  that  the  brothers  Josiah  and  John  Read  married  sisters. 
The  farm  of  William  IloUoway  in  Marshfield  fell  to  his  two  daughters. 
It  was  sold,  one  half  in  1670,  by  "Josiah  Reed  of  Norridge,  in  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut,"  as  the  inheritance  of  his  wife  Grace,  and  the  other  half 
in  1073,  by  "Hannah  Read,  formerly  Holloway,"  whom  we  suppose  to 
have  been  Uie  wife  of  John.  The  only  proof,  however,  is  the  coinci- 
dence of  name. 

A  tliinl  brother,  Ilczekiah  Read,  was  considerably  younger  than  the 
others.  The  father,  whose  Christian  name  has  not  been  recovered,  died 
in  1679,  leaving  Hezekiali  a  minor,  who,  in  accordance  with  his  own 
request,  was  committed  by  the  court  to  the  guardianship  of  his  brothers, 
Josiah  and  John,  "for  his  good  education  in  the  fear  of  God,  good  litera- 
ture, and  some  particular  caliing."t 

John  and  llezckiah  Ri*ad  do  not  come  again  within  the  range  of  our 
history.  It  is  probable  that  they  removed  from  the  town,  as  in  the  next 
generation  we  find  only  five  of  the  name  enrolled  as  householders,  and 
these  were  Josiah  and  his  four  sons,  Josiah,  Jr.,  William,  John,  and  Jo- 
seph,— all  of  them  "farmers  in  ye  Crotch  of  ye  Rivers." 

Josiah  Road,  the  elder,  died  July  3,  1717. 

^Irs.  Grace  Road,  his  wife,  died  ISIay  9,  1727. 

William  Read  died  Aug.  13,  1727,  leaving  a  wife,  Mary,  and  an  estate 
valued  at  £407. 


XXXI.    Reynolds. 

In  the  lists  that  have  been  collected  of  emigrants  to  the  western  world 
in  the  days  of  the  great  Exodus,  beginning  with  the  departure  of  the  Pil- 
grims from  Holland,  the  name  of  John  Reynolds  is  several  times  found. 

*  JiCttcr  of  Mnrcia  ThomnB  of  MnrshHold. 

t  A  Joseph  Ilcnd  nppcnrfi  nt  Now  London  about  na  cnrly  ns  Josiah  and  John,  who 
ronj  Imvo  been  tho  father  of  tho  family.  The  mother  of  llezekiah  Road  in  1680  was 
Koth  Tercy. 
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Il  appears  in  the  shipments  for  St  ChiistoplieT^s,*  for  Yii^gmiay  and  for 
New  England. 
,  One  of  the  name  was  made  freeman  in  Massachusetts,  May  6^  1685| 
and  was  probably  the  same  that  settled  at  Weymouthyf  where  he  was  Ut- 
ing  with  a  fieunilj  in  1660.  One  went  from  Watertown  to  Wetheisfield, 
and  there  settled  before  1 6404  Another  of  the  same  cognomen  established 
himself  at  Stonington,  Ct,  and  was  accepted  as  an  inhabitant  in  1667. 
John  and  Jonathan  Senalds  were  landholders  in  East  Greenwich,  Ct^  in 
1672.f 

John  Beynolds,  the  proprietor  of  Norwich,  was  a  distinct  person  from 
these,  but  perhaps  a  son  of  John  of  Wethersfield.  He  was  a  wheelwright 
by  occupation,  and  removed  from  that  part  of  Saybrook  wltich  is  now 
Lyme.  His  housing  and  land  were  sold  to  Wolston  Brockway,  Dec  8, 
1659. 

The  birihs  of  his  chUdren  are  recorded  at  Norwich,  but  without  men- 
tioning the  name  of  his  wife.  John,  the  oldest  child,  bom  in  August, 
1655,  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  PhiUp's  war,  as  elsewhere  related* 
Stephen,  another  son,  died  Dec.  19, 1687. 

John  Reynolds,  the  proprietor,  died  July  22, 1702.  His  will,  dated 
seven  dajrs  previous,  shows  that  his  fiimily  then  consisted  of  wife  Sarah, 
only  son  Joseph,  and  four  married  daughters,  vis.,  Sarah  Post,  Mary  Lo- 
throp,  Elizabeth  Lymbn,  and  Lydia  Miller.  He  bequeathed  bis  instru- 
ments of  husbandry  and  wheelwright  tools  to  his  son,  with  all  his  housing 
and  lands,  subject  only  to  the  widow's  dowry.  His  wife  Siu*Rh  and  son 
Joseph  were  named  executors,  and  he  adds,  '*  I  do  make  choice  of  my 
loving  kinsman  Ensign  Thomas  Lefling^vcU  overseer  to  be  helpful  to 
them  or  either  of  them." 

Joseph  Reynolds,  the  son,  was  bom  in  March,  1 6G0,  shortly  before  the 
removal  of  the  family  to  Norwich.  He  married  Sarah  Edgorlon  in  1 G88, 
and  through  his  four  sons,  John,  Joseph,  Stephen,  and  Daniel,  the  name 
has  been  perpetuated  in  Norwich. 

John  Reynolds  of  the  third  generation  (son  of  Joseph)  married  Lydia 
Lord  of  Lyme,  an  admirable  Christian  woman  who  lived  to  tlie  age  of  92, 
and  was  more  than  forty  years  a  widow.  She  died  July  16,  1786.  The 
tablet  to  her  memory  bears  an  inscription  so  suggestive  in  its  simplicity, 
that  it  reveals  the  whole  excellence  of  her  character  by  giving  a  single 
trait: 

"  Here  lies  a  Lover  of  Truth." 


*  Embarked  from  Gravesend  for  St.  Christopher's^  April  3,  1635,  in  the  Paul  of 
London,  John  Reinolds,  aged  23,— do.  May  21,  in  the  Matthew  of  London,  Jo :  Rci- 
nolds,  aged  20. 

Gen.  Hist.  Beg.,  14,  S49,  551.  t  Ibid.,  3,  71,  93. 

t  Ibid.,  13,  301.  S  Il>id.,  i,  62. 
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XXXIL     ROTCE. 


Jonathan  Royce  was  one  of  the  five  sons  of  Robert*  Royce  of  New 
London,  and  probably  the  oldest,  though  no  record  of  his  birth  has  been 
found.  He  married  Deborah,  daughter  of  Hugh  Calkins,  in  June,  1660, 
according  to  the  registry  in  Norwich,  but  at  New  London  it  is  recorded 
March,  16G0-G1.  Allowing  the  latest  date  to  be  correct,  the  bride  was 
barely  17  years  of  age,  her  birth  being  rewrdcd  at  Gloucester,  Mass., 
March  18,  1043-4.  This  was  a  second*  hymeneal  tie  connecting  the  two 
families ;  John  Calkins  of  Norwich  having  taken  for  his  partner  Sarah 
Royce,  the  sister  of  Jonathan. 

The  Royce  family  wiw  also  connected  by  a  double  link  with  that  of 
Samuel  Lothrop ;  Isajvc  Royce  being  united  to  Klizabeth  Lothrop,  and 
John  Lothrop  to  Ruth  Royc^.     These  removed  to  Wallingfoi*d. 

Jonathan  Royce,  the  Norwich  proprietor,  died  in  1C89.  Nine  of  his 
ten  children  were  living  at  that  time.  John,  the  oldest  son,  married  Sarah 
Perigo,  Nov.  9,  1G83,  this  being  his  20th  birth-day.  He  was  an  early 
settler  in  Windham. 

After  the  second  generation,  the  name  of  Royce  disappeared  from  the 
roll  of  inhabitants  in  Norwich. 

Robert  Royce  of  Wallingford,  at  his  death,  in  167G,  left  a  small  gratu- 
ity to  each  of  the  churches  of  New  London,  Norwich,  and  Wallingford, 
as  a  niemori.al  of  his  "great  affection  and  good-will"  for  the  ministry  and 
churches  with  which  he  and  his  family  had  been  connected. 


XXXm.     Smith. 

Nchcmiah  Smith  was  of  Stratford,  1646,  but  removed  to  New  Haven, 
and  oht.'iiiMMl  ji  grant  of  land  upon  Oyster  river  for  his  accommodation  in 
koi'ping  sheep.  IL^  is  occasionally  called  on  the  colonial  records,  "Shep- 
herd Smith."  In  1652  he  transferred  his  residence  to  New  London, 
where  h\^  brother  .lolin  had  previously  settled,  and  from  thence  came  to 
Norwich  in  1660,  or  soon  afterward.  In  1663  he  is  styled,  "now  of  New 
Norridgc." 

He  appears  to  have  had  six  or  seven  daughters,  and  one  son ;  but  only 
four  of  the  daughters  can  be  traced  into  other  households.  Mary  became 
the  wife  of  Samuel  Kaymond ;  Elizabeth,  of  Joshua  Raymond ;  Ann,  of 
Thomas  Bnnlford;  and  another,  (name  uncertain,)  of  Joshua  Abel. 

At  New  Haven,  the  birth  and  ba[)lism  of  six  of  the  children  may  be 
fouuil  on  record,  his  wife  Sarah  being  a  member  of  the  church  at  that 
place.     At  Norwich,  in  his  old  age,  he  had  a  wife  Ann, 
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From  an  entry  in  the  leoords  of  the  county  ooart  in  1666|  we  learn  his 
age: 

''Kehemiah  Smith  of  Norwich  dodftring  bhrnolf  abore  eo  ymn  of  ago  and  hit 
brotbor  Jobn  dodaring  tbe  same  at  hia  aamoit  deairo  ia  freod  from  tndnhig." 

He  died  in  1686.  Bh  only  aon,  Nehendah,  bom  in  1646  at  New 
Haven,  settled  hi  Groton,  where  he  was  generally  dengnated,  from  the 
bfSoe  that  he  held,  Mr.  Justice  Smith. 

Edward  Smith,  a  nephew  of  John  and  Nehemiah,  married,  June  7, 
1 668,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thmnas  Bliss  of  Norwich.  He  also  settled 
in  Groton,  whero  he  and  his  wife  and  his  oldest  son  John,  fifteen  years  of 
age,  died  on  the  8th,  10th  and  14th  days  of  July,  1689,  all  victims  of  a 
fatal  epidemic  caUed  the  throat  distemper.  Another  son,  Obadiah,  and 
seven  daughters,  wero  left  orphans.  Most  of  these  found  homes  among 
their  Norwich  relatives.  Obadiah  Smith  was  diosen  constable  of  the 
town  in  170^  and  it  is  the  first  time  that  the  name  of  Smith,  usually  so 
prominent  in  our  annals,  is  fqund  attached  to  any  office  in  Norwich.  He 
was  afterward  captain  of  the  train-band.  The  inscription  upon  his  grave* 
stone  is  interesting  on  account  of  its  rude  simplicity. 


HERE  LIES  Ye  BODY 
OF  CAPt  obadiah 
SMITH  WHO  DIED 
MAY  1  =  1727==AND 
IN  ye  50H  YEAR  OF 
HIS    AGE. 


NOW    BETWEEN 

THESE  CARVED  STONS 

RICH  TRESVER  LIES 

DEER  SMITH  HIS  BONES. 


XXXrV.    Thomas  Tract. 

Thomas  Tracy,  from  Tewksbury  in  Glouccsteralnre,  came  to  New 
England  in  April,  1686.  His  name  was  enrolled  at  Salcra,  Feb.  23, 
1687. 

''  Thomas  Tracj,  ship-carpontor,  roccivcd  an  inhabitant,  upon  a  ccrtificato  of  divora 
of  WatcrtowD,  and  is  to  liave  five  acres  of  land." 

He  lefl  the  Bay  for  the  new  colony  on  the  Connecticut,  probably  about 
1640,  and  settled  at  Wethersfield,  where  he  is  supposed  to  have  married 
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tlio  widow  of  Edward  Mason  in  1641.  A  few  years  later  he  removed  to 
Saybrook,  from  whence,  after  a  residence  of  twelve  or  fourteen  years,  he 
came  to  Norwich,  bringing  with  him  six  sons  and  a  daughter.  Perhaps 
his  wife  also  was  then  living,  for  neither  the  place  nor  period  of  her 
death  has  been  ascertained.  Two  of  his  children,  John  and  Thomas, 
were  probably  bom  in  Wethersfield,  and  the  others  in  Saybrook.  Miriam, 
the  daughter,  was  the  middle  member  of  the  list,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
settlement  about  ten  years  of  age,  her  brothers  ranging  above  and  below, 
from  six  to  (|>erhap8)  sixteen  years. 

Mr.  Tracy  was  evidently  a  man  of  talent  and  activity,  skillful  in  the 
management  of  various  kinds  of  business,  upright  and  discreet  The 
confidence  placed  in  him  by  his  associates  is  manifested  in  the  great  num- 
ber of  ap|K)intmcnts  which  he  received.  His  name  is  on  the  roll  of  the 
Legislature  as  rcprcsentative  from  Norwich  at  twenty-seven  sessions. 
The  elections  were  semi-annual,  and  Mr.  Tracy  was  chosen  twenty-one 
timcfi,  beginning  Oct.  9,  1GG2,  and  ending  July  5, 1G84.  The  others  were 
extra  sessions. 

In  October,  IGGG,  he  was  chosen  ensign  of  the  first  train-band  organized 
in  Norwich,  and  in  August,  1G73,  lieutenant  of  the  New  London  Ck)unty 
Dragoons,  enlisted  to  fight  against  the  Dutch  and  Lidians.  In  1678  he 
was  npiwintcd  commissioner  or  justice  of  the  peace. 

The  second  wife  of  Thomas  Tracy  was  Martlia,  relict  of  John  Bradford, 
whom  he  married  in  1G76.  In  the  course  of  a  few  years  he  was  again  a 
widower,  and  married  in  1 G83,  Mary,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Foot,  and 
relict,  fii-st  of  John  Stoddard,  and  second  of  John  Goodrich,  both  of  Weth- 
ersfield.    IVIr.  Tracy  was  her  third  husband,  and  she  was  his  third  wife. 

Lieut.  Thomas  Tracy  died  Nov.  7,  1685.  His  estate  was  prized  at 
£oG0  ;  lie  had  about  5000  acres  of  land.  Tlie  court  ordered  distribution 
as  follows :  to  John,  the  oldest  son,  £120  ;  to  the  other  sons,  and  to  Sergt. 
Thomas  Waterman,  each  £70.  In  this  distribution  no  mention  is  made 
of  a  widow  ;  and  the  inference  is,  that  Mrs.  Mary  Tracy  did  not  survive 
her  husband. 

Late  researches  into  the  history  of  this  family  furnish  evidence  that 
Thomas  Tracy  was  of  honorable  descent,  and  that  his  immediate  ancestors 
for  three  generations  had  been  distinguished  for  fidelity  to  the  reformed 
religion.  Richard  Tracy,  of  Stanway,  England,  published  a  work  deeply 
imbued  with  the  spirit  of  Protestantism,  on  account  of  which  he  suffered 
much  from  persecution  in  the  days  of  Queen  Mary,  though  he  escaped 
martyrdom.  It  is  supposed  that  one  of  his  sons,  Nathaniel,  living  at 
Tcwksbury,  was  the  father  of  Thomas,  and  that  the  latter  was  bom  at 
that  place  in  IGIO.* 

*  This  18  tho  result  of  an  examination  of  tho  records  of  Gloacestcrshire,  England,  by 
the  lato  F.  P.  Tracy  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.    The  evidence  was  such  as  to  satisfy  him 
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;  No  registration  of  the  fiunil j  of  Thomas  Tracj  has  been  found.  From 
the  early  appearance  of  his  name  at  Salem,  it  is  evident  that  his  children 
were  all  bom  on  this  side  of  the  ocean.  In  the  settlement  of  his  estate, 
the  order  in  which  they  are  mentioned,  corresponding  with  other  incidental 
testimony,  gives  the  foUowmg  series  as  theur  natural  position : 

1.  John,  bom  not  eariier  than  1642,  nor  later  than  16i4. 
9.  Thomaa,  (probably)  1646. 
8.  Jonathan,  1648.    HIa  age  in  1698  was  stated  at  50. 

4.  Mhriam,  1649  or  1650.    She  married  Thomas  Watonnan  in  November,  1668. 
6.  Solomon,  1651.    Aged  46  in  1697,  and  when  ho  died*  Jnly  9, 1782,  was  in  his 
82djear. 

6.  Daniel,  1652;  died  Jane  29, 1728,  aged  76. 

7.  Samnel;  died  Jan.  11,  1698,  without  issne,— his  effects  being  assigned  to  his 
bvotheis  and  sisteif .  « 

John  Tracy  so  soon  took  his  place  among  the  inhabitants  of  Norwich, 
that  he  acquired  the  rank,  influence,  and  all  the  privil^es  of  a  first  pur- 
chaser, and  as  such  is  numbered  as  one  of  the  Thirty-five. 

Thomas  and  Jonathan  Tracy,  second  and  third  sons  of  Lieut  Thomas, 
settled  upon  the  wild,  unreclaimed  lands  on  the  east  side  of  the  Shetueket, 
then  belonging  to  Norwich,  but  afterward  included  in  Preston.  Jonathan 
married,  July  11, 1672,  Mary,  daughter  of  Francis  Griswold.  The  wife 
of  Thomas  Tracy  has  not  been  traced.  The  brothers  had  each  a  hrgo 
blessing  of  children,  that  were  soon  disseminated  in  the  ncigliboriiood, 
founding  homes  of  their  own,  and  assisting  in  the  great  work  of  clearing 
away  forests  and  planting  homes  in  tlio  wilderness. 

The  will  of  Thomas  Tracy  was  executed  April  G,  1721,  but  not  proved 
till  1724.     IIo  probably  died  early  in  that  year. 

His  youngest  son,  Deo.  Jedidiah  Tracy  of  Preston,  died  June  8,  1770, 
in  the  87th  year  of  his  age,  his  death  being  caused  by  a  fall  frain  his  hoi*so 
as  he  was  riding  to  the  mill.  He  had  been  deacon  of  the  church  for  nearly 
fifty  years,  and  was  also  a  justice  of  the  petico  and  representative  of  the 
town.  He  left,  says  a  newspaper  of  the  day,  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  descendants. 

Jonathan  Tracy  was  the  first  town  clerk  of  Preston,  the  first  lieutenant, 
and  the  first  justice  of  the  peace.  In  an  old  grave-yai*d  devoted  to  the 
Trocys,  Forbes,  and  other  early  inhabitants  of  Preston,  is  a  rough  head- 


that  Lieut  Thomas  Tracy  of  Norwich  was  the  son  of  Nathaniel  of  Tcwksbury,  who 
was  the  son  of  liichard,  Esq.,  of  Stanway,  who  was  the  son  of  Sir  William,  tiio  nintli, 
of  Toddio^n. 

Mr.  Tracy  had  collected  materials  for  a  thorough  historical  registry  of  the  descend- 
ants  of  the  Lieutenant ;  but  he  died  while  on  a  political  tour  in  western  Now  York, 
Oct  10, 1860,  and  the  work  for  which  he  had  made  such  ample  preparation  lias  not 
been  published. 
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Btone,  carved  with  the  letters  J.  T.  and  the  date  1711,  which  is  supposed 
to  point  out  his  grave.  The  inventory  of  his  estate  was  taken  Feb.  12, 
1712. 

Solomon  Tracj  was  a  physician,  and  the  second  in  Norwich  of  whom 
we  find  any  notice,— rJohn  Olmstead  being  the  first.  He  was  united  in 
marriage,  Nov.  23,  1G76,  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Simon  Huntington.  She 
died  in  1 G83,  and  he  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Bliss  and  relict 
of  Thonms  Sluman. 

INSCRIPTION   UPON  TOE   GRAVE-STONE   OF  DR.   SOLOMON  TRA.OT. 


IN    THIS    SPOT     OF 

EARTH    IS     INTERRED 

Ye    EARTHY    PART    OF    M« 

SOLOMON    TRACY 

WHO    DIED    I VL  Y    Ye    9H 

1732.    &     IN     YE     SiD 

YEAR    OF    HIS    AGE. 

THE    DEAD    IN    S  ILENT 

LANGUAGE     SAY 

TO     LIVING     THINKING 

READER  HEARE 

O  LOVING  FRINDS 

DOE  NOT  DELAY 

BUT     SPEEDILY     FOR 

DETH     PREPARE. 


Lydia,  only  daughter  of  Solomon  Tracy,  married  the  third  Thomas 
Loflingwcll.  Simon  Tracy,  son  of  Solomon,  married  Mary  LeffingweiL 
This  last  couple  were  united  in  1708,  and  journeyed  together  far  into  the 
vale  of  years.  A  head-stone  in  the  burial-ground  informs  us  that  "  the 
piouj*,  beloved,  and  very  aged  Mr.  Simon  Tracy,  died  14th  September, 
1775,  in  the  96th  year  of  his  age."     His  wife  died  in  her  89th  year. 

Solomon  Tracy,  second  and  youngest  son  of  Solomon,  removed  to  Can- 
terbury. 

Daniel,  the  fifth  son  of  Lieut.  Thomas  Tracy,  inherited  the  paternal 
homestead  in  the  town-plot.  lie  was  twice  married;  first,  to  Abigail 
Adgate,  and  second,  to  Hannah,  relict  of  Thomas  Bingham.  After  a 
long,  honorable  and  useful  life,  he  came  to  an  untimely  end,  being  instan- 
taneously killed  by  falling  from  the  frame- work  of  a  bridge  that  had  just 
been  suspended  over  Shctuckct  river. 
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The  laie  Dr.  Ebeneser  Traqr  of  Middletowni  the  Tri^  of  Sootbad 
parish,  (Windham,)  and  Hfyor  Thomas  Tnicj  of  Norwlcfa,  long  of  the 
firm  of  Ayeiy  &  Traeji  who  died  in  1806,  wore  descendants  of  Diidd 
Tracy. 


XXXV.    John  Toaot. 

The  marriage  of  this  yoong  proprietor  to  Mary  Window,  June  10, 
1 670,  is  recorded  at  Daxbnry,  Mass.  The  bride  was  a  daugliter  of  Josiah 
lIRndow  the  elder,*  who  was  brother  to  Governor  Edward  Wmslow  of 
Plymouth. 

John  and  Mary  Tracy  had  five  children, — four  sons  and  one  dan^ter  s 
the  latter  married  Nathaniel  Backus.  The  ddest  son,  Josiah,  died  in 
in&ncy.    The  others,  John,  Joseph,  and  Winslow,  all  had  families. 

Mr.  John  Tracy  died  Aug.  16, 1702. 

Mrs.  Mary  Tracy  died  July  80, 1721. 

Mr.  Tracy's  inventory  specifies  the  homestead,  valued  at  £180,  and 
seventeen  other  parcels  of  land,  comprising  between  three  and  four  thou- 
sand  acres.  He  had  land  at  Yantick,  at  Bradford's  brook,  Beaver  brook, 
Lebanon,  Little  Lebanon,  Wawecos  hill,  Potapaug,  at  Wenungatuck,  (on 
the  west  side  of  the  Quinebaug,  above  Plainfield,)  at  Tadmuck  hiU,  (east 
of  the  Quinebaug,)  and  at  Mashamagwatuck,  in  the  Nipmuck  country. 
The  land  at  Wenungatuck  was  part  of  a  hirge  tract  purdiased  of  Owan« 
eco^  sachem  of  Mohegan.  .  In  the  division  of  the  estate  it  fell  to  Nathan- 
iel Backus. 

John  Tracy  of  the  second  generation  was  bom  in  1 G73 ;  of  the  third, 
in  1702;  of  the  fourth,  in  1726;  of  the  fifth,  in  1755;  of  the  sixt1^  in 
1783.  These  six  John  Tracy s  were  in  the  line  of  primogeniture,  and  all 
natives  of  Norwich  except  the  first.  Their  poilnera  in  regular  succes- 
sion were  Mary  Winslow,  Elizabeth  LclHngwell,  Margai*ct  Hyde,  !Mar- 
garet  Huntington,  Esther  Pride,  and  Susannah  Hyde.  Tlie  sixth  in  Uiis 
line  was  the  late  John  Tracy  of  Oxford,  New  York,  who  was  bom  in  that 
part  of  Norwich  which  is  now  Franklin,  and  was  a  man  of  acknowledged 
ability  and  integrity,  devoting  himself  for  many  years  to  the  service  of  the 
public  as  post-master,  representative,  judge,  and  for  six  years  Lieutenaiit- 
Qoveraor  of  New  York.  Ho  died  Juno  18,  18G4.  He  leaves  no  son  to 
continue  the  line.  t 

Dr.  Elbha  Tracy,  a  distinguished  physician  of  N(xrwich  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary era,  was  a  son  of  Capt  Joseph  Tracy,  socand  son  of  John  the 
proprietor.    He  was  the  father  of  the  late  Dr.  Philemon  Tracy,  two  of 

*  It  has  been  claimed  that  she  was  a  daughter  of  John  Winslow  and  his  wife,  Mary 
Chilton  of  the  Mayflower;  but  this  is  a  mistake. 
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whose  sons,  Phineas  L.  and  Albert  H.,  have  been  representatives  in 
Congress  from  New  York.  Capts.  Jared  and  Frederick  Tracy,  in  the 
mercantile  line,  who  have  descendants  in  various  parts  of  the  Union,  from 
New  York  to  Missouri,  were  of  the  same  lineage. 

Uriah  Tracy  of  Litchfield,  bom  at  Norwich,  West  Farms,  in  1766,  and 
U.  S.  Senator  from  1796  till  his  death,  was  a  descendant  of  Winslow 
Tracy,  the  youngest  son  of  the  first  John.  He  died  at  Washington,  July 
19, 1807,  and  was  the  first  person  interred  in  the  Ck)ngressional  Cem- 
etery. 


XXXVI.    Wadb. 

Tlic  name  of  Robert  Wade  is  found  at  Dorchester  in  1G36 ;  a  person 
bearing  the  same  name  was  admitted  ixs  a  freeman  at  Hartford  in  1640 ; 
at  a  later  period  it  is  found  among  the  inhabitants  of  Saybrook,  and  still 
later  at  Norwich.    All  these  notices  probably  refer  to  one  person. 

In  August,  1657,  Robert  Wade  was  divorced  from  his  wife  by  the  Gen- 
eral Court  at  Hartford ;  the  act  being  recorded  in  the  following  terms : 

"  This  Court  daely  and  seriotiBly  considering  what  evidence  hath  bene  pnented  to 
thom  by  Robert  Wade  of  Seabrooke  in  reference  to  his  wines  vnworthy,  sinfall,  yea, 
nnnatnrall  cariage  towards  him  the  said  Robert,  her  hnsbntid,  notwithstanding  his  con- 
stant and  comendable  care  and  indeanor  to  gaine  fellowship  w^  her  in  the  bond  of  mar- 
riage and  that  cither  where  shee  is  in  England,  or  for  her  to  lino  w^  him  here  in  New 
England  ;  all  w«*>  being  slighted  and  rejected  by  her,  disowning  him  and  fellowship  w*^ 
him  in  thnt  solcmne  couonant  of  marriage  betweno  them  and  all  this  for  neare  fifleene 
ycorcs :  Thoy  doc  hereby  declare  that  Robert  Wado  is  from  this  time  free  from  Joano 
Wade  his  late  wife  and  that  former  Couonant  of  marriage  bctwcne  them."* 

We  assume  that  this  was  the  Robert  Wade  that  appeared  a  few  years 
later  among  tlic  proprietors  of  Norwich,  with  wife  Susanna, 

His  house-lot,  between  those  of  John  and  Thomas  Post,  was  subs^ 
qiiently  transferred  to  Caleb  Abell  in  exchange  for  a  situation  better 
adapted  to  forming. 

The  inventory  of  Robert  Wade  was  exhibited  at  the  county  court  in 
June,  1G82.  He  left  a  widow,  son  Robert,  and  three  daughters,  Susan- 
nah, Mary,  and  Elizabeth: 

Robert  Wnde  the  younger  married  in  1G91,  Abigail  Royce,  and  is  found 
shortly  afterward  among  the  planters  at  *Hhe  Pondsy^  by  which  name  a 
portion  of  Windham  was  originally  known.  He  was  made  a  freeman 
May  30,  1693. 

•  Conn.  Col.  Roc,  1,  301. 


HiBTOBT  or  iroawioH. 


XXXVIL     BlOBABO  WULIS. 

'  TUt'iume  ii  protMbl^  identlatl  with  WaOaea.  Kduud  VtSSt,  tboai^ 
nuked  M  aa  original  proprietar,  waa  DOt  me  of  the  earlieat  oompanj  that 
■etded  at  Nwirich.  He  waa  living  at  that  lime  ia  the  eMtam  diriuon  of 
SaThnxdC)  now  Ljnne,  and  aohl  hi>  Iioqu  with  ^  acrei  (d  land  to  John 
'  Borden,  bat  yet  delated  from  year  to  year  to  vacate  (he  pramiaea.  Ia 
1670,  Borden  broaght  a  ntt  a^nit  him  before  the  amntj  ooart,  In  wder 
to  obtain  poaseadni.  The  court  ordered  WalUa  to  deliver  the  premisaa 
to  the  purchaier,  In  good  oi»dition,  within  one  month  from  the  date  cf 
judgmenL  We  asBiune,  therefore,  the  year  1670  as  the  date  of  his  r^ 
moval  to  Norwich. 

He  died  early  in  1671!,  leaving  a  widow  and  two  danghtera,  AUgail 
and  Joanna.  Ia  the  settlement  of  estate,  the  court  gave  the  laada  in 
Norwich  to  Abigail,  and  those  in  Lyme  to  Joanna.  Simon  Huntington 
and  John  Birchard  were  appointed  overseers  of  the  children  and  estate. 
The  widow  marriod  the  next  year,  Jacob  Wackley. 


•~  ■  XXXVIIL  .  Watbuuh. 

-.Thomas  Waterman  was  nephew  to  the  wife  rf  John  Bradiivd.  Bobert 
Waterman  and  Elizabeth  Bourn  of  Harshfleld  were  married  Deo.  9, 
1038.  Thomas,  their  second  son,  was  bom  In  1644,  and  probably  came 
to  Norwich  with  his  uqcIq  Bradford.  In  November,  1668,  he  wu  joined 
In  wedlock  with  Miriam,  only  daughter  of  Thomas  Tracy.  Tho  Water- 
man house-lot  was  next  to  that  of  M^or  Mason,  and  the  dwclling-hooio 
was  built  at  a  slight  turn  of  the  town  street,  opposite  the  residence  of  the 
lato  Dr.  Turner.  It  projected  awlcwnrdly  into  the  highway,  whicli  now 
passes  over  a  port  of  the  site.  The  old  well  that  stood  by  the  house,  is 
under  the  street 
A  granite  stone  records  in  rude  cajiitals  the  decease  of  this  proprietor. 
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The  inyentory  of  Thomas  Waterman  amoante^  to  £855.11.4.    He  had 

ten  oxen,  ten  cows,  and  abundant  household  goods,  showing  a  condition  of 

thrill,  comfort,  and  independence.     He  Icfl  three  sons  and  Ave  daughters* 

Elizabeth,  the  oldest  daughter,  married  John  Fitch,  one  of  the  sons  of 

the  reverend  minister  of  the  town,  and  settled  in  Windham. 

Martha,  the  second  daughter,  went  to  Lyme,  as  the  second  wife  of 
"Lyme's  Captain,  Beinold  Marvin." 

Miriam  died  unmarried,  Sept.  22,  1760,  aged  82. 
Lydin  married  Elcazer  Bumham,  a  new  inhabitant  of  the  Nine-miles- 
square,  that  came  in  from  Ipswich  afler  1700. 

Ann,  the  youngest  daughter,  became  the  partner  of  Josiah  DeWolfe  of 
Lyme. 

The  sons  of  the  proprietor  were  Tliomas  and  John. 
Thomas,  the  first-bom  of  Norwich  Watermans,  not  waiting  to  be  quite 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  married,  June  29,  1691,  ElizabeUi,  daughter  of 
Bobcrt  Allyn.  Their  union  was  prolonged  to  a  term  of  sixty-four  years, 
and  the  memorial  stones  at  their  graves  show  that  they  had  both  attained 
their  86th  year,  and  died  within  a  few  months  of  each  other  in  ^e  year 
1755.    They  had  seven  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Lieut  Klisha  Waterman,  their  fiflh  son,  died  in  Havana,  a  victim  of  the 
fatal  expedition  undertaken  against  the  Spanish  in  1762.  He  left  a  large 
family. 

Asa  Waterman,  the  sixth  son,  was  the  father  of  Arunah  Waterman, 
who  was  bom  at  Norwidi  in  1749,  and  after  taking  an  active  part  in  the 
various  scenes  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  both  as  a  soldier  and  assistant 
commissary,  emigrated  with  his  family,  about  the  year  1800,  to  Johnson, 
Vl,  assisting  greatly  in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  that  town.  At 
Johnson,  Capt.  Waterman  lived  to  old  age,  adhering  to  ancient  principles, 
simple  manners,  and  old  customs,  grandfather  to  the  whole  village,  and 
wearing  to  the  last  the  long  waistcoat,  small  clothes  and  shoe-buckles  of  a 
fomier  generation.     Ue  died  in  1838. 

Nelietniah  Waterman,  sevcntli  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Allyn,) 
was  the  first  of  the  Bozrah  line  of  Watermans.  He  died  Oct.  27,  1796, 
in  the  88th  year  of  his  age.  His  son  Nehemiah  was  an  officer  of  the 
Revolutionary  army,  and  the  representative  of  Bozrah  for  ten  sessions, 
from  1787  to  1797.     Ho  died  in  1802,  aged  66. 

Rev.  Elijah  Waterman,  distinguished  as  a  successful  teacher  of  the 
classics,  and  an  able  and  fearless  preacher,  was  a  son  of  the  second  Nehe- 
miah Waterman,  and  born  in  Bozrah,  Nov.  28,  1769.  He  graduated  at 
Yale  College  in  1791,  and  was  ten  years  pastor  of  the  church  at  Wind- 
ham. He  was  aftenvard  engaged  in  the  ministry  at  Bridgeport,  where  he 
died  Oct.  1 1,  1825,  aged  56.  He  was  a  man  of  large  information  and  an 
able  writer.    It  b  said  that  he  had  read  the  Paradise  Lost  several  times 
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ihfoag^  before  he  was  nine  yean  of  age.  He  pabliahed  eennons  and 
treatbes;  was  fondof  poetzj,  and  often  composed  small  poems  on  AigitiTe 
oocaskms.* 

John  Watemuuiy  the  second  son  of  the  proprietor  Thomas,  bom  ia 
March,  1672|  married  in  1701,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  second  Samuel 
Lothrop.  They  had  a  family  of  six  or  seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  the 
youngest  of  whom,  Hannah,  was  the  mother  of  Benedict  Arnold. 

.A  branch  of  the  Waterman  family  settled  in  Lebanon,  N.  EL  GoL 
Thomas  Waterman,  bom  July  11,  1766,  is  said  to  have  been  the  first 
white  child  bom  in  that  town.  His  parents,  Silas  and  Siteice  Waterman, 
were  fiK>m  Norwich. 

•  Spragno's  Pulpit  Aniials,  Vol.  2. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Sboomd  Class  op  Propribtors;   rbokonbd  among  First-Comrrs. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  for  the  first  eighty  years  afler  the  settlementy 
▼cry  few  immcs  oci!ur  among  the  town  oinccrs  but  those  of  the  earliest 
class  of  pcttlcrs  and  their  descendants.  It  shows  how  closely  within  their 
own  charmed  circle  the  proprietors  kept  the  powers  of  government  The 
Abells,  Brewstcrs,  Bushnclls,  Elderkins  and  Lothrops  were  included  in 
the  circle,  but  beyond  these  the  exceptions  were  rare.  Thomas  Sluman, 
one  of  the  constables  for  1G80;  Stephen  Merrick  1681,  and  a  townsman 
1685;  Caleb  Forbes,  constable  east  of  Shetucket,  1684,  and  Thomas 
Parke,  Jr.,  1685;  John  Elderkin,  constable  1694;  and  afler  1709,  David 
Hartshorn  and  Nathaniel  Rudd  occasionally  appointed  townsmen  for  the 
West-farmers,  are  all  the  names  that  are  registered  for  any  important  and 
useful  ofRce,  outride  of  the  original  proprietary  list,  until  the  year  1721. 
In  the  choice  of  deputies  the  range  was  restricted  to  the  same  circle,  with- 
out any  exception,  till  Jabez  Perkins  appears  on  the  roll  in  1720.  Afler 
this  period  the  old  dynasty  began  to  loosen  its  bolts,  and  the  admixture  of 
new  names  is  more  frequent. 


I.    Abel,  or  Abell. 

Three  of  this  name  arc  found  at  an  early  period  among  the  inhabitants 
of  Norwich :  Caleb,  Benjamin,  and  Joshua.  It  is  a  natural  supposition 
that  they  were  brother*,  and  nothing  is  known  that  disproves  the  relation- 
ship.    In  all  probability  they  came  from  Dedham. 

1.  Caleb  Abcll  married  in  July,  1669,  Margaret,  daughter  of  John 
Post.  They  had  eleven  children.  The  wife  died  in  1700,  and  Mr.  Abell 
married  Mary,  relict  of  Stephen  Loomer. 

He  was  chosen  constable  in  1684;  townsman  in  1689,  and  oflen  afler- 
inrards;  appointed  to  keep  tavern  in  1694;  enrolled  among  the  dignitaries 
^ith  his  military  title,  *<  Sargent  Calib  Abel,"  ia  1702 ;  died  Aug.  7,  1781, 
leaving  wife  Mary,  and  nine  children.. 
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Bnongh  of  the  broken  head-stone  of  his  grave  remains  to  show  that  he 
was  in  the  85th  year  of  his  age. 

Of  the  six  sons  of  Caleb  and  Margaret  Abell,  the  first  throe  on  the  list, 
'Samaeli  Caleb  and  John,  married  sistersi  Elizabeth,  Abigail  and  Rebecca 
Sloman,  daughters  of  Thomas  Sluman  and  Mary  Bliss. 

Samnel,  the  oldest  son,  bom  in  1672,  was  a  physician.  In  1708,  and 
again  in  a  list  of  land-owners  in  1726,  he  appears  with  the  prefix  of  his 
profession.  We  assign  him  to  the  third  place  in  the  list  of  Norwich  phy- 
sicians whose  names  have  been  recovered.  Though  cotemporary  with 
Dr.  Caleb  Bushnell,  he  was  a  few  years  senior  in  age. 

Theophilus,  the  fourth  son,  died  on  the  last  day  of  August,  1724,  aged 
44.  This  was  before  his  father's  decease.  He  leA  a  wife  and  two  daugh- 
ters. His  library  seems  to  intimate  that  he  was  a  religious  teacher.  It 
consisted  of  about  thirty  volumes,  and  among  them  were  the  following: 

A  Bible  with  silver  clasps. 

Wise's  Church  Quarrels. 
'  Doolittle  on  the  Lord's  Supper. 
'  '■  Henry's  Comm\]nicant's  Companion. 
<  Robert  Russell's  Seven  Sermons. 

M>r»  Mather  on  Angels;  do.  on  Resignation  to  the  Will  of  GkxL 
.  V  Memorial  on  Milk  for  Babes. 
.  I*  Cotton  Mather's  Day  of  Rain. 
.^Stoddard  on  Saving  Conversion. 
••  Dr.  Mather's  Now  or  Never. 
*  Bunyan's  Forsaken  Sinner. 

Do.  Solomon's  Temple  Spiritualized. 

Wadsworth's  Guide  to  the  Doubting. 

Dr.  Mather's  Ecclesiastical  Councils. 

Pierpont's  False  Hope.     Henry  Gearing. 

Burrough's  Preparation  for  Judgment. 

Stoddard's  Guide  to  Christ. 

Flavel's  Husbandry  Spiritualized. 

Sundry  old  books. 
.  No  single  book,  except  the  Bible,  was  valued  over  2«.  G(f. 

2.  Benjamin  Abell  was  in  the  settlement  as  early  as  1G70.  His  in- 
ventory was  presented  to  the  Prerogative  Court  in  June,  1C99,  and  the 
statement  made  that  he  left  a  son,  Benjamin,  and  six  daughters. 

-  8.  Joshua  Abell  married,  Nov.  1,  1677,  Mehitable,  daughter  of  Nehe- 
miah  Smith.  He  was  constable  in  1682,  and  was  frequently  chosen 
townsman.  He  died  March  17,  1724,  in  the  77th  year  of  his  age.  His 
estate  was  distributed  the  same  year  to  four  daughtera,  £915  to  each. 
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Thej  were  the  wives  of  John  Lothrop,  John  Leffingwelly  Hngh  Calkhuy 
and  Thomas  Lothrop.  Two  other  daughters,  the  wives  of  Nathaniel 
Fitch  and  ObadiaJ^  Smith,  had  received  their  portions.  No  son  is  men- 
tioned. 

It  will  not  be  inappropriate  to  advert  here  to  a  late  worthy  descendant 
of  Caleb  Abell  of  Norwich,  who  has  left  no  posterity  to  perpetuate  his 
line.  Greneral  Elijah  Abell,  a  gallant  officer  in  the  army  that  contended 
against  England  for  liberty  and  independence,  was  bom  within  the  old 
municipal  bounds  of  Norwich,  but  afler  the  conclusion  of  the  war  settled 
in  Fairfield,  and  for  nearly  twenty  years  served  as  sheriff  of  the  county. 
In  later  life  he  returned  to  the  old  homestead  in  Bozrah,  and  there  diedy 
June  8, 1 809,  aged  7 1 .  lie  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  well-informed, 
energetic,  and  upright 


II.    Brkwstbr. 

Jonathan  Brewster  was  the  oldest  son  of  Elder  William  Brewster  of 
the  Mayflower  Colony,  but  came  over  in  the  Fortune,  1621,  a  year  later 
than  his  father.  He  settled  at  Duxbury,  and  represented  that  town  in 
1639.  With  others  of  the  Plymouth  Colony,  he  engaged  actively  in  the 
trade  with  the  Indians  of  Long  Island  Sound  and  Connecticut  River. 
This  trade  was  carried  on  in  sloops  and  shallops.  Some  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Windsor  appear  to  have  been  carried  thither  in  Brewster's  vessel. 
Jonathan  and  William  Brewster  were  witnesses  to  a  deed  of  land  pur- 
cliascd  by  the  Dorchester  people  of  the  Indians  at  Windsor,  April  15, 
1636* 

These  voyages  brought  Mr.  Brewster  into  contact  with  the  younger 
Winthrop,  the  founder  of  New  London ;  to  which  place  he  removed  in 
1649,  and  found  immediate  employment,  not  only  in  the  old  path  of  Indian 
traffic,  but  as  Beconler  or  Clerk  of  the  plantation, — many  of  the  early 
deeds  and  grants  it  New  London  being  in  his  hand-writing. 

16  Maj,  1650.  '  This  day  were  made  Freomen  of  this  jurisdiction,  John  Winthrop 
Esq.  Mr.  Jonathan  Brewster/'  &c. 

Nine  or  ten  years  before  the  settlement  of  Norwich,  Mr.  Brewster  had 
established  a  trading-post  near  the  mouth  of  Foquetonnock  creek.  The 
point  of  land  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  creek  and  river  is  still  called 
Brewster's  Neck.  A  large  tract  of  land  was  here  given  by  Uncas  to  Mr. 
Brewster,  as  a  bonus  to  induce  him  to  establish  the  post,  and  it  was  con- 
firmed to  him  by  the  townsmen  of  New  London,  within  whose  original 
bounds  it  was  includcd.t 

•  StUea'  Windsor,  1,111.  t  Coon.  Col.  Rec.,  1,  207. 
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He  oommenood  t^entionB  at  Brawitei^  Nedc  in  1650,  without  wb&1i« 
to  obtain  a  liooias  frun  th«  authoritiu  of  Conneotioot,  who  claimed  the 
jorisdictioa.  The  Ctfloenl  Court,  at  thtur  leaiion  in  Haj  of  that  /ear, 
oennired  liim  for  the  way  of  proceeding,  but  legalizetl  the  nndertid^tag 
itMlf. 


powii  4MlMfi  ^M*  >l>e7  Gtimou  bat  Jndga  Utt  IhiDga  tmj  diMidarij,  BBTWllwlan 


and  dll  Uhj  imiwiw  to  the  omtnrj."* 

■'!  From  4hia  time  forth,  Brewater's  Neck  and  Trading  Core  on  the  opfO- 
■tte  dde  ot  the  river  became  thu  prindpal  places  of  traffic  with  the  ISo- 
hegani.  Ur.  Brewster  maintained  an  agency  here  and  kept  hli  fiunily  at 
the  poet  for  sereral  years,  but  at  length  relinqnuhed  the  trade  to  Ida  no 
Beqamin,  and  retained  to  Pequot  Hartior,  aa  New  London  waa  that 
called.  In  1da.j,  1657,  he  waa  choeea  "Aaaiatant  for  the  lowne  of 
PeqaetL't 

.   ,  (Anlognfih  fai  163B.) 


OtAia-gM^r. 


f^Wt  fear  d^^ltm  mre  an  eli^blf  married  in  New  Londra^  and  Hun 
i»  and  ))ii  We  apent  tb^  last  daya.  He  died  in  1S61.  IncidenUl  dr- 
QUinslancea  determine  the  jreor,  but  the  precise  date  has  not  been  ascer- 
taltiedi  The  MS.  diary  of  Tbomos  Minor  of  Stoninglon  mentions  the 
burial  of  Mrs.  Brewster,  Momh  fi,  1678,  (N.  S.  1679.) 

TIfis  worthy  and  honorable  couple,  Jonathan  and  Lucretia  Brewster, 
belong  to  the  venerated  class  of  First-Comers  of  New  England. 

Mr.  Brewster  brought  with  him  to  New  London  his  son  Benjamin  and 
four  daughters,  leaving  WiUiam,  and  possibly  other  children,  in  tlie  Old 
Colony.  Benjamin  Brewster  married  Anna  Dart  in  February,  1 G59,  and 
mcceeded  his  father  at  Brewster's  Neck,  where,  after  a  life  of  useiiilnesa 
and  honor,  he  died  Sept.  10,  1710,  aged  77.  The  births  of  Lis  seven 
children  are  recorded  at  Norwich. 

New  London,  as  the  bounds  were  stated  in  1652,  extended  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  above  Mr.  Brewster's  tradmg-house.  In  16G8,  the  line  between 
New  London  and  Norwich  was  reviewed-.and  reel ified,  and  it  was  still 
Ibnifd  to  cross  Brewster's  Neck,  dividing  the  Brewster  farm  between  the 

•  Conn.  Col.  B«c,  1,  S09.    Tbe  phnae,  "coniidering  his  ooDditwn,"  nfer*  to  tiM 
lo«M  h«  had  tnitainad  in  tbe  Old  Colonj. 
ilUd.,!,  MS. 
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two  towns.  The  Legislature  therefore  lefl  it  to  the  option  of  Mr.  Bei\ja- 
min  Brewster  to  which  place  he  would  be  attached.  The  settlement,  at 
one  place  was  four  miles  north  of  him,  and  at  the  other  eight  miles  south. 
He  chose  the  nearer  neighborhood.  Accordingly  in  1669  we  find  him 
recorded  as  one  of  the  twenty-five  freemen  of  Norwich,  and  in  1685  he 
was  one  of  its  twelve  patentees ;  but  a  year  later,  when  Preston  was 
accepted  as  a  plantation,  his  farm  fell  within  the  limits  of  that  new  town, 
and  he  was  enrolled  as  one  of  its  inhabitants. 

Thus  it  appears)  tliat  Brewster's  Neck,  which,  as  we  have  seen,  was  at 
first  an  advanced  post  into  the  wilderness,  where  the  first  house  was 
erected  by  while  men  in  the  Moliegan  or  Pequot  territory,  north  of  New 
London,  was  long  afloat  in  regard  to  its  territorial  possession,  and  settled 
with  difliculty  into  a  permanent  position.  Originally  included  in  the  ter- 
ritory conquered  from  the  Fequots,  yet  claimed  and  given  away  by  Uncas, 
accredited  for  about  twenty  ycara  to  New  London,  and  tlien  assigned  by 
courtesy  to  Norwich, — afterward  nuule  a  part  of  the  town  of  Preston,  but 
subsequently  included  in  North  Groton, — it  is  now  undeniably,  and  has 
been  since  1836,  within  the  limits  of  Ledyard.  It  is  seldom  that  the 
formation  of  new  towns  and  the  alteration  of  boundaries  produces  so  many 
changes  in  a  particular  locality. 

The  late  Mr.  Scabury  Brewster  of  Norwich  was  not  a  descendant  of 
Jonathan  Brewster,  but  of  some  other  branch  of  the  Mayflower  family. 
He  emigrated  to  Norwich  from  the  Old  Colony  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  when  about  twenty-two  yeai*s  of  age.  The  following  is  tlie  inscrip- 
tion upon  his  tomb-stone : 

"Scabury  Brewster  was  bom  at  Kingston,  Plymouth  Co.,  Mass.,  19  Oct.,  1754,  and 
died  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  27  July,  1847,  aged  93.  He  was  6tli  in  descent  from  Elder 
William  Brewster,  one  of  the  Pilgrims  that  came  over  in  the  Mayflower  and  landed  at 
Plymouth  in  1620. 

"  This  stone  is  erected  by  his  three  sons,  William,  Christopher,  and  Seabury." 


III.      BUSHNELL. 

The  marriage  of  Richard  Bushncll  and  Mary  Marvin,  Oct.  11,  1G48, 
is  recorded  at  Hartford.  Mary  Marvin  was  a  daughter  of  Matthew  Mar- 
vin, afterward  of  Norwali^.  Richard  Biishneirs  name  also  appears  in 
1G5G,  among  the  owners  ofliomc-lots  in  Norwalk,  but  he  is  not  afterwaixi 
found  in  the  list  of  early  settlers,  and  it  is  supposed  that  he  became  a 
resident  of  Say  brook,  and  there  died  about  the  year  1G58.  His  relict 
apjKjars  in  IGGO,  at  Norwich,  as  the  wife  of  Thomas  Adgate.  filer  child- 
ren were  brought  with  her  to  the  new  settlement,  and  their  births  are  found 
registered  with  those  of  the  Adgate  family. 
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''  The  name!  and  agei  of  the  children  of  Richud  Bni hnell  deoeaied,  who  atand  in 
relation  nnto  the  leoond  wife  of  Thomaa  Adgate  ai  thofar  mother,  are  aa  foUoweth ; 
Joeeph  Bnahnell  wai  borae  in  May,  Anno  Dom  1651, 
BichaM    "  "       "     "Sept.     "       "     1652. 

liary        "  "        "     "Jan'y.   "        "     1654. 

BCarcie      "  "        "     "March   "        "     1667. 

Maiy  Bushnell,  the  only  daughter  of  this  group  that  appears  to  have 
lived  to  maturity,  married  in  September,  1672,  Thomas  Leffingwell,  Jr. 
Joseph,  the  oldest  son,  married  Mary  Leffingwell  of  the  same  family,  Nov. 
28, 1673.  This  couple  had  a  family  of  eleven  children — seven  daughters 
and  four  sons ;  but  only  two  of  the  latter,  Jonathan  and  Nathan,  became 
heads  of  families, 

Mr.  Joseph  Bushnell  lived  to  his  96th  year,  and  his  wife  to  her  92d. 
The  life  of  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  Leffingwell,  wan  also  extended 
beyond  the  age  of  90. 

Richard  Bushnell  married  in  1672,  Elizabeth  Adgate,  the  daughter  of 
his  step-father  by  his  first  wife.  He  had  two  sons,  Caleb  and  Benajah, 
and  two  daughters,  Anno  and  Elizabeth,  who  married  the  brothers  Wil- 
liam and  John  Hyde,  sons  of  Samuel  the  proprietor. 

In  the  earlier  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Richard  Bushnell  was  one 
of  the  most  noted  and  active  men  in  Norwich.  After  arriving  at  man's 
estate,  we  find  him  taking  a  prominent  part  in  almost  every  enterprise 
that  was  set  on  foot  in  the  place. 

He  performed  successively,  if  not  contemporaneously,  the  duties  of 
townsman,  constable,  school-master,  poet,  dcncon,  sergeant,  lieutenant  and 
captain,  town-agent,  town-deputy,  court-clerk,  and  justice  of  the  peace. 

As  a  military  man,  it  is  probable  that  he  had  seen  some  actual  service 
in  scouting  against  the  Indians,  and  was  useful  in  exercising  tlie  train- 
bands. The  first  Mondays  of  May  and  September  were  days  of  general 
militia  muster,  or  training-<lay8,  as  they  were  usually  called.  Tlicse  in 
Norwich,  ^  elsewhere,  were  always  days  of  festivity.  No  one  was  so 
poor  as  not  to  regale  his  family  with  training-cake  and  beer  at  those  times. 
In  1708  a  new  start  was  taken  in  improving  the  appearance  and  exercise 
of  the  trainers.  "  Drums,  holbarts^  and  n  pair  of  colours,"  were  purchased 
for  them. 

As  a  clerk,  Mr.  Bushnell  exhibited  an  improvement  upon  the  old  forms 
of  writing  and  spelling ;  and  as  a  justice,  lie  decided  numerous  cases  of 
debt  and  trespass,  both  for  Norwich  and  the  neighl)oring  towns. 

Caleb  Bushnell,  the  son  of  Richard,  born  May  26,  1G79,  was  nearly  as 
conspicuous  in  the  affairs  of  the  town  as  his  father.  He  was  a  physician, 
captain  of  ^e  train-band,  often  employed  in  civil  affairs,  and  a  prosperous 
trader.  He  was  also  one  of  the  first  occuj)ants  and  improvers  at  the  Land- 
ing, no  one  of  his  compeers  going  before  him  in  activity  and  enterprise. 
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He  left  an  entate  of  about  £4000.  The  stone  record  gives  his  age  and 
death: 

"Here  Ijeth  what  was  mortal  of  that  worthy  gentleman,  Capt.  Caleb  Bashnell,  aon 
to  Capt.  Richard  Bashnell  Esq.  who  died  Feb.  18,  1724,  aged  46  jrean,  8  monthi  and 
SS  dajs." 

Richard  Bushnell's  will  was  written  after  the  death  of  his  son  Caleb. 
In  that  instrument  he  states  it  to  have  always  been  his  intention  not  to 
bequeath  a  double  portion  to  his  oldest  son,  (as  was  the  custom  of  the 
country,)  but  to  give  his  children  equal  portions  of  his  property.  To  his 
son  Ben^ah  he  leaves  those  relics  or  heir-looms  which  would  probablj 
have  fallen  to  Caleb,  had  he  survived,  viz.,  his  double-barreled  gun,  silver^ 
hilted  sword  and  beltSi  ivory-headed  cane,  and  silver  whistle. 


HERE  LIES  ye  BODY 
OF  CAPT.   RICHARD 
BVSHNELL  ESgVIRE 
WHO  DIED   AVGVST 
ye   27 . .  1 727  .  . &   in   ye 
75TH  YEAR  OF  HIS  AGE. 

AS  YOU  ARE 
SO   WAS   WE 
BUT   AS   WE  ARE 
YOU  SHALL  BE. 


IV.    Eldkrkin. 

Our  ncqimintance  with  John  Elderkin  begins  at  Lynn,  in  1637,  when 
he  was  about  21  years  of  age.  From  thence  he  may  be  traced  to  Boston, 
Dcdham,  Reading,  Providence,  New  London,  and  at  last  to  Norwich, 
which  was  probably  his  latest  home  and  final  resting-place. 

In  a  deposition  taken  in  1G72,  he  gives  his  age,  56,  and  says  that  he 
became  an  inhabitant  of  New  London  the  same  year  that  Mr.  Blinman 
and  his  company  came  there  to  dwell.  We  find  a  grant  of  house-lot 
rcconled  to  him  at  that  place  in  October,  1650,  in  anticipation  of  his 
coming. 

Elderkin  was  a  house-carpenter  and  mill-wright, — crafts  which  in  tlio 
circumstances  of  the  country  were  better  than  a  patent  of  nobility  in 
gaining  for  him  n  welcome  reception,  esteem  and  influence.     In  the  places 


m 
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-whan  iM  Mjooined,  he  buUt  ndlla,  iii«aUiig4ioaMa,  prrtMbly  tin  brUgM, 

aad  the  better  Mit  of  dwelling-houses.  At  New  LraidOB  be  built  the  lint 
meeting-bouM,  ooiutructed  two  or  three  asw-mins  in  the  neigliboriiood,  ttad 
ooouionaUy  tried  hia  hud  ia  building  Teneb. 

The  Bettlement  of  Norwich  opened  a  new  field  for  hii  Mrvioe*.    The 

proprieton  at  their  flrat  coming  entered  into  a  contract  with  him  to  areet 

'  a  mill  upon  the  Tontic  for  grinding  earn,  with  the  privilege  of  naming 

"the  mill  tot  a  term  of  jean  aa  a  kind  of  monopolj  of  the  bunnesk    Thla 

-  -led  to  a  change  <f  residenoe,  and  in  1664  he  uaes  the  sTrle,  "IJohnBl- 

> '  dedan  of  Norwige,  carpenter." 

.  \itl(bi  building  the  first  meeting-boose  on  the  Flain,  Etderidn  doea  not 
■''appear  to  have  had  anj  concern.  In  conotmcting  that  tempwarj  Office 
the  planters  thenuelres  were  prabnblj  the  archilecta  and  woricnien.  In 
167S,  Elderkin  was  engaged  to  build  a  more  imposing  and  durable  Btrnct* 
ure  for  a  house  of  worship,  in  ooi^'unctioa  with  Samuel  Lothrop,b]r  wbom 
a  certain  part  of  the  work  was  to  be  perfonned.  This  edifice  was  scarcelT 
,  completed,  when  he  entered  into  a  similar  contract  with  the  people  of 
New  London.  He  seems  in  point  of  fiut  to  have  been  occupied  in  nin- 
idng  a  mill  and  building  a  meeting-houae  at  each  place,  nearly  at  the  same 
time. 

He  died  June  29, 1687,  aged  abont  71.  Of  his  first  wife  notUi^  ia 
known.  Hie  birth  of  a  daughter,  Abigail,  is  recorded  at  Boston,  Sept  18> 
,  1641.  Bichard  Hend/s  wife  was  Hannah,  daughter  of  John  Bldei^fat* 
and  it  Is  ifrobable  that  Daniel  Comstock's  wife,  Paltieh,  was  another  of 
the  fiunily,  as  he  Knd  Eldorkin  use  Die  terms  father  and  mud  iu  tlmir  tmns- 
aotiooa  with  eadi  other  as  oorly  as  1G61. 

Elderiiin  married,  in  1660  or  before,  Elizabeth,  relict  of  William  Gaj- 
tord  of  Windsor.*  Three  sons  and  two  (laughters  were  llm  i^uc  of  this 
second  marriage. 

(Foc^IidUo  of  liig  Signaturo  in  1G53.] 


fr^    &^*r^r-. 


luat  of  Daniel  Lfute  of  Now  London  agiunst  Eldorkin  in  1660,  tbam  is 
4  ;d>.  of  loM  for  his  mothor,  64I.  per  jd."    This  must  liikvo  be«n  hit 
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V.    Lathrop. 

Samuel  Lathrop,  or  Uothrop,  as  the  name  was  then  generallj  spelled^ 
(with  the  pronunciation  Latropf)  was  a  son  of  the  Rev.  John  Lothrop, 
who  had  preached  in  London  to  the  first  Lidependent  or  Congregational 
Church  organized  in  England,  as  successor  to  Mr.  Jacob,  under  whose 
ministry  tlie  church  was  formed.  The  congregation  was  broken  up  bj 
ecclesiastical  rigor,  ai^  Mr.  Lothrop  suffered  an  imprisonment  of  two 
years  duration,  from  wnich  he  was  released  only  on  condition  of  his  leav- 
ing the  country.  He  came  to  America  in  1634,  and  was  the  first  minister 
both  of  Scituate  and  of  Barnstable. 

Samuel  was  his  second  son,  and  probably  about  fourteen  years  of  age 
when  the  family  emigrated.  His  marriage  is  recorded  at  Barnstable,  in 
his  father's  hand'writing :  "My  sonn  Samuel  mid  Elizabeth  Scudder  mar- 
rycd  att  my  house,  •Nov.  28,  1644." 

Samuel  Lothrop  was  a  house-carpenter,  and  found  occupation  for  a  time 
in  Boston,  from  wlicncc  he  went  to  New  London,  then  called  Fequot,  in 
the  summer  of  1648.*  Just  twenty  years  later  ho  removed  to  Norwich, 
where,  after  a  residence  of  more  than  forty  years,  he  died,  Feb.  29, 1700. 

(Autograph.) 

His  nuncupative  will,  made  five  days  before  his  decease,  was  witnessed 
by  Rev.  John  Woodward  and  Dea.  Simon  Huntington,  and  proved  in  the 
Prerogative  Court  the  succeeding  April.  He  had  nine  children.  John, 
the  oldest,  was  probably  bom  in  the  Bay  State ;  the  others  in  New  Lon- 
don.    They  wore  all  by  his  fii-st  wife,  of  whose  death  there  is  no  record. 

His  second  wife,  whom  he  married  at  Plymouth  in  1690,  was  Abigail, 
daughter  of  John  Doancf  She  survived  him,  and  lived  to  the  great  age 
of  103  years.  On  her  hundredth  birth-day  a  large  audience  assembled  at 
her  house,  and  a  sermon  was  preached  by  the  pastor  of  the  church.  At 
this  lime  she  retained  in  a  great  degree  the  intelligence  and  vivacity  of 
her  earlier  years. 


*  The  following  passago  occurs  in  a  letter  from  the  elder  Winthrop  of  Boston  to  his 
Ion  at  Pcquot,  Ang.  14,  1648 : 

"Tonr  neighbor  Lothrop  cnme  not  near  me,  as  I  expected,  to  advise  about  it;  bat 
wont  awnjT  without  tnking  leave.  Only  enquiring  after  him  I  sent  my  letters  to  the 
house  where  he  wrought  the  day  before  his  departure."     Say.  Win.,  2,  365,  App.     v 

t  This  was  her  flrst  ronrringo;  sho  was  about  GO  years  of  ago. 
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At  the  time  of  her  decease,  the  descendants  of  her  husband  amounted 
to  365. 

John  Lothrop,  the  oldest  son  of  Samuel,  married  Ruth  Royce.  Eliza- 
beth, the  oldest  daughter  of  Samuel,  was  united  at  the  same  time  to  Isaac 
Roycc.  This  double  marriage  was  solemnized  in  the  court  room  at  New 
London,  Dec.  15, 16G9,  by  Daniel  Wetherell,  Commissioner,  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  court.  It  was  not  uncommon  for  the  bench  and  bar  to  be 
thus  enlivened  with  a  wedding  during  the  interludes  of  business. 

Incidental  testimony  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  Nathaniel  Boyce  sub- 
sequently married  Sarah,  the  second  daughter  of  Samuel  Lothrop,  forming 
a  third  nuptial  link  in  the  two  families.  These  young  people  all  went  to 
Wallingford,  and  were  early  settlers  in  that  plantation. 

Samuel  Liothrop  had  three  other  sons,  Samuel,  Israel,  and  Joseph. 

Samuel  wns  joined  in  wedlock,  Nov.,  1675,  to  Hannah  Adgate.  Israel 
Lothrop  and  Rebecca  Bliss,  Joseph  Lothrop  and  Macy  Scudder,  were 
married  the  same  day,  April  8,  1686.  These  three  brothers  settled  in 
Norwich. 

The  Lothrops,  or  Lathrops,*  who  look  back  to  Norwich  for  their  ances- 
try, like  the  Huntingtons  and  Ilydes,  have  become  so  numerous  that  a 
mere  outline  of  the  branches,  if  it  were  possible  to  follow  them  in  their 
numerous  emigrations  and  connections,  would  occupy  many  pages.  The 
name  will  frequently  occur  in  this  history,  and  only  a  few  pVominent  per- 
sons can  be  noticed  here. 

Colonel  Simon  Lothrop,  third  son  of  Samuel  2d  and  Hannah  (Adgate) 
Lothrop,  born  in  1 689,  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  local  renown. 
He  coininantlcd  one  of  the  Connecticut  regiments  in  the  successful  expe- 
ditions af^ainst  Annapolis  and  Louisburg,  and  was  valued  for  his  judgment 
in  council  as  well  as  for  his  gallant  bearing  in  the  field.  At  one  period  he 
was  left  for  a  considei*able  time  in  the  chief  command  of  the  fortress  at 
Cape  Breton. 

Col.  Lothrop  was  of  a  prudent,  thrifly  disposition,  fond  of  adding  land 
to  laud,  and  house  to  house.  There  was  a  doggerel  song  that  the  soldiers 
used  to  sing  after  their  return  from  Capertooriy  that  alludes  to  this  pro- 
pensity. 

*  Tlic  name  nppeara  to  have  been  usually,  if  not  invariably,  written  Lothrop,  until 
about  1760,  when  Dr.  Daniel  Lothrop,  having  spent  some  time  in  England,  and  while 
there  having  made  special  inquirj  concerning  his  ancestors,  became  convinced  that  the 
original  name  wos  Lothrop.  He  therefore  altered  the  spelling  of  his  own  name,  and 
the  change  was  gradually  adopted  by  other  branches  of  the  family.  The  old  pronun- 
ciation,  Lotrop,  held  its  ground  much  longer,  and  is  still  occasionally  heard. 

In  this  work  the  old  spelling  is  retained  in  connection  with  the  early  families  that 
wrote  the  name  Lothrop,  m  it  seemed  desirable  to  use  the  form  that  appeared  in  coeval 
records ;  but  in  later  generations  the  modem  spelling  is  employed. 
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OoL  Xotoop  lit  CUM  CM 

Af  bold  M  Alexudcr: 
:    :.'{  '     B»«m'n'l*ft*id,iiar7«tMlwMa, 

;'...^  TB  bt  lh»  Bhlaf  OMMDWtdic. 

OotLotrop  «u  (be  man, 

Bii  toUiui  lored  Um  dMriy ; 
And  witb  Ui  iwotd  and  oaBMS  gnat, 

Ba  helpad  Ibam  lata  and  Mrtf. 

.    . .  OdL  tauop,  ataondi  and  traa, 

Wh  MTW  known  Id  banik  It; 
And  irban  be  wu  eQgag'd  In  trada. 
Ha  alwap  BUad  U«  pockM. 

•  •  OtA.  Lothrap  died  Jan.  2S,  1776,  aged  8S.  He  was  an  npright  man, 
Mikloaa  in  religion,  fiutUiil  in  training  up  his  fiunilj,  and  much  mqteoted 
and  esteoned  for  his  alulitiea  and  aodal  virtaes.  ffis  wife  was  a  S^Mi- 
ntiat^  sod  lie  careftiUy  abst^ned  from  an^  interference  with  her  prediko 
dona,  tmt  was  aooaatomed  ererj  Sunday  to  oarrjr  her  in  bis  ohaiae  up  to 
her  iBeetlng,lULlf  a  mile  bq^ood  lus  own, — then  return  to  his  own  ptue  of 
worahlp,  and  after  the  service  was  over,  go  np  town  again  after  his  wife. 
-  <'  CoL  Lothrap  was  the  father  of  Sinam  and  Elgah  Lathrop,  who  were 
pramintat  .iifliabiUnta  of  the  town,  and  for  a  kwg  period  proprietors  of 
die  maiB  at  Norwidt  Falls. 

IT  Vab.,  1T4S.  Th»  bonia  of  Samnel  Lothrop  B*q.  of  ITarwteb  wai  barnt  at  nigfal; 
and  almott  all  lU  coannti  dwtnijed.  Ttia  lou  utimnted  it  Xaooo  Old  Tunor.  [Um- 
toaiMpw.] 

&rael,  the  third  aoa  of  the  proprietor  Samuel,  was  the  fnthcr  of  seTen 
sons  and  three  daughters.  William,  the  second  of  these  seven  sons,  bora 
in  1666,  wn*  one  of  the  old  worthiox  of  the  town-ploL  lie  lived  U)  the 
age  of  ninety  jears,  and  had  ten  children,  nil  of  llicm  song.  Tlie  yoimg- 
OBt  but  one  of  this  train  was  the  Rav.  John  Lalhrop,  n  distingubihed  min- 
ister of  Boston,  but  bora  at  Norwich,  Maj  6,  1739.  After  compiling  his 
education  at  Princeton,  he  became  for  a  time  an  assistant  to  Mr.  Wheelock 
in  bis  Indian  school  at  Lebanon,  but  in  1768  was  ordained  to  the  pastoral 
charge  of  the  old  North  Chnrch  in  Boston.  This  church  having  been 
demolished  bj  the  British  while  ihty  had  possession  of  Boston,  the  society 
anitad  with  the  new  Brick  Church,  and  Mr.  Lalhrop  became  Uie  pastor 
<^  the  United  Society.  He  published  a  variety  of  sermons,  and  died  in 
1816,  aged  seventy-flve. 

Joseph  Loihrop,  the  fourth  and  youngest  son  of  the  first  Samuel,  had  a 
femily  of  nine  daughters,  assisting  largely  in  bringing  the  sexea  in  the 
Lothrap  series  to  an  even  balance.     Ue  had  also  four  sons,  llio  youngest 
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of  whom,  Solomon,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  leaving  an  only  son, 
Joseph,  who  has  become  extensively  known  as  Rev.  Joseph  Lathrop,  D.  D. 
of  West  Springfield,  Mass.  He  was  born  at  the  Lothrop  farm  upon*  the 
west  bank  of  the  Shetucket,  Oct  20, 1721.  His  mother  was  Martha^ 
daughter  of  Dea.  Joseph  Perkins. 

Dr.  Lathrop  was  the  pastor  of  one  church  sixty-three  years,  and  for  a 
long  period  was  regarded  as  the  patriarch  of  tlie  Congregational  churches 
of  New  England.  As  a  preacher  he  was  remarkable  for  the  variety  of 
his  illustrations  and  his  improvement  of  daily  occurrences.  A  large 
proportion  of  his  sermons,  which  have  been  published  in  seven  volumes, 
are  upon  anniversaries  and  striking  events.  He  died  Dec.  31, 1820,  aged 
eighty-nine  years. 

Hon.  Snmuol  Lathrop,  M.  C.  from  Mass.  from  1818  to  1826,  was  one 
of  his  sons. 

The  following  is  the  oldest  Lothrop  inscription  that  is  extant  and  legible 
in  tlie  Norwich  grave-yard : 

"Hero  Ljcs  Buriod  je  Body  of  Mr.  IsrAell  Lothrnp  ye  Htubond  of  Mn.  Rebekah 
Loihrup,  who  lived  a  life  of  exemplary  piety  &  left  ye  Earth  for  Hearen  March  ye  28, 
1733  in  ye  73d  year  of  his  age." 


« 
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Xablt  LniABnAim. 

[OataXiOOUS  of  inhabitants  that  came  in  after  the  flnt  aettleny  and 
appear  as  residents  of  the  town-plot^  or  as  grantees  on  the  commons  and 
oatlands.  The  earliest  date  is  given  at  which  the  name  has  been  noticed, 
bat  in  some  instances  the  person  may  have  been  upon  the  ground  for  sev- 
eral prerioos  years.  This  chapter  is  not  designed  to  indude  those  who 
settled  east  of  the  Shetucket,  but  the  exact  location  of  each  new  inhabitant 
can  not  always  be  ascertained. 
1  iLdm.  stinds  for  lidmittcd  inhabitant  by  public  vote.] 


tilbii.'i  Timothy  Allen  married  Oct.  11, 1714,  Rachel,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph Bushnidli  adm.  1715 ;  removed  subsequently  to  Windham. 


*  'AlbrUm*    Thomas  Allerton  had  hb  catUe-mark  registered  in  1712. 

John  Allerton  was  one  of  the  selectmen  in  172L  His  wife  was  Eliza- 
beth, and  he  had  nine  children,  the  births  ranging  from  1713  to  1735. 
The  name  of  Isaac  appearing  among  them,  suggests  a  connection  with 
Isaac  Allerton  of  Plymouth  and  New  Haven,*  but  his  antecedents  have 
not  been  ascertained. 


Ameif  JSkunei,  JSmtnt.  Joseph  Eomes  had  a  son  Joseph,  baptized  April 
2, 1710.  He  died  in  1734.  Three  sons  are  brought  to  view  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  estate :  Joseph,  Ebenezer,  and  Josiah.  The  relict,  Mary, 
married  Daniel  Palmeter. 


Andrewif  AndrtHy  Androu.    Jeremiali  Andrews  adm.  May  7, 1714. 

John  Andrews,  Sen.,  adm.  1716. 

These  were  probably  sons  of  Francis  Andrews,  who  died  at  Fairfield 
iu  1668,  and  in  his  will  enumerated  nine  children,  among  whom  were 
John  and  Jeremiah. 

•  MaM.  Hilt  Coll.,  Vol.  27,  p.  24S. 
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John  Andrews,  Jr.,  adm.  1716. 

John  and  Sarah,  children  of  John  Androu^  Jr.,  were  baptised  Jolj  5, 
1718. 
David  and  Benjamin  Andross  appear  ako  as  inhabitants  about  1715. 


Armstrong.  Jonathan  Armstrong  settled  before  1670  at  Misquamicuty 
(Westerly,)  where  he  had  a  stormy  experience  of  several  years*  continu- 
ance amid  the  riots,  inroads,  writs  and  judgments  that  disturbed  the  de- 
bateable  lands  on  tlie  borders  of  the  two  colonies,  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island.  In  partial  redress  of  his  grievances,  the  Legislature  of  Connect- 
icut granted  him  in  October,  1677,  one  hundred  acres  of  land  near  the 
bounds  of  Norwich.* 

Nathaniel  Armstrong  was  a  grantee  of  tlie  town  in  1679,  and  Bei\janiin 
in  1682. 

Benjamin  Armstrong  died  Jan.  10,  1717-18,  leaving  four  sons,  Benja- 
min, John,  Joseph,  and  Stephen,  all  of  age.  Benjamin  married  Sarah 
Raymond,  and  in  1703  was  one  of  the  patentees  of  Mansfield.  Stephen 
settled  in  Windham.  Joseph  was  a  householder  in  1716.  John  married 
ui  1710,  Anne  Worth,  and  had  a  numerous  family. 

Lcbbcus  Armstrong,  a  descendant  of  John,  remov^  about  1770  to 
Bennington,  Vt 


Arnold.    John  Arnold  was  a  land-holder,  both  by  grant  and  purchase, 
in  1 683.     He  removed  a  few  years  later  to  Windham. 
Benedict  Arnold  took  the  freeman's  oath  in  1739. 


Avery,  Jonathan,  adm.  1724. 


Baker.    Joscpli  Baker,  an  inhabitant  before  1690,  was  received  with 
his  wife  into  the  West  Farms  church  in  1721. 

Nathaniel  Baker,  a  resident  in  1718.     Ebenezer,  adm.  1724. 


Bacon,  So\\x\:  adm.  1713;  wife  Hannah  received  into  the  church  and 
four  children  baptized  in  1718. 


Badger.    Nathaniel  Badger,  adm.  1721,  probably  came  from  Newbury. 
Daniel  Badger  married  Sarah  Roath,  Oct.  22,  1719. 
The  births  of  three  children,  Daniel,  Gideon,  and  David,  are  recorded 
in  Norwich. 


•  Cono.  Col.  Rec,  2,  324. 
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BarrtU,  Esekiely  1711.    iBaae,  171S. 


Bartiaw.  Job»  the  son  of  John  BantoWi  born  at  Sdtoate,  Hfurcb  8| 
1679;  adm.  at  Norwich  in  1708.  He  and  his  wife  Bebecca»  who  was  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  Boshnell,  were  baptized  and  received  into  the  choich 
Au^.  9, 1709.  loi  1725  he  was  one  of  the  selectmen.  He  had  three 
tons ;  i^onathan, bom  in  1712;  Bbenezeriin  1720;  and  YetHmcCi  Jot^ 

17,  im 


'  t 


JlbiM/'TVllliam:  cattle-mark  registered  1678. 


JSeUbn,  Stephen :  adm.  1720. 


JML  Bob^rt  Bell  came  ftom  Ipswich  about  1720.  He  appears  to  have 
beep  a  phyntian,  imd  had  married  at  that  placci  Nov.  7, 1717,  Abigail, 
rell(s(  of  John  Fillmore.  He  died  Aug.  28»  1727,  and  his  wife  hi  Novem- 
ber of  the  same  year.  They  left  three  children :  Samudi  bom  in  Ipswich, 
^1^  uBeigamin  and  ]>eliveraiicei  natives  of  Norwich. 

[This  Bobert  Bell  may  have  been  a  son  of  Bobert  of  Hartfordi  as  the 
latter  had  a  son  Bobert  bora  m  1680.*] 


,t<;  illl'JU^jl    >  «^        *    '•  ■ 


JBIackmar$f  Samuel:  one  of  the  Separatist  party  in  1748. 


JBoom^  or  Boum^  George :  a  resident  in  1726,  and  had  a  son  GkorgCi 
baptized  March  8, 1729. 


Broum.  Ebenezer  Brown,  son  of  Capt  John  Brown  of  Swanzey,  and 
grandson  of  Major  Mason,  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  the  second  Samuel 
Hyde,  Feb.  25, 1714.  They  removed  to  Lebanon,  where  he  died  in  1755. 
His  relict  long  survived  him,  and  died  in  Windham,  March  1,  1797,  aged 
ninety-nine  years  and  two  months. 


Burton^  Samuel:  a  resident  in  1719. 


JSifrby,  Jonathan:  adm.  1727 ;  mar.  March  80, 1730,  Elizabeth  White. 


*  et. 
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&pron,  Walter:  1730. 


Carew.  Thomas  Carcw  married  Sept.  10,  1724,  Abigail,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Huntington.  Joseph  Carew,  brother  of  Thomas,  married  in  1781, 
Mary,  daughter  of  the  same,  and  died  in  1747,  leaving  seven  children ; 
estate,  £2,847. 

Palmer  Carew  was  an  inhabitant  in  1730. 


Carpenter y  John :  adm.  1723 ;  probably  son  of  William  of  Behoboth. 
His  wife,  Sarah,  was  received  into  the  church  the  same  year. 


Carter y  John :  united  with  the  church  in  1722. 


Caie.    Moses  Case,  adm.  Sept  13, 1726. 
John,  son  of  John  Case,  baptized  in  1729. 


Calhcartf  Ilobert:  an  inhabitant  in  1728. 


Chapman,  Joseph  Chapman,  probably  son  of  William  of  New  Lon- 
don, adm.  1715  ;  died  June  10,  1725.  Ilia  wife,  Marcy,  died  seven  days 
previous.  Eight  children  are  recorded.  Two  of  the  sons,  Moses  and 
Daniel,  are  on  the  list  of  Separatists  in  1748. 


ChapjycU,  Caleb,  son  of  George  of  New  Loudon,  was  resident  in  1694, 
but  removed  to  Windham. 


Cleveland,  Isnnc  Cleveland,  adm.  1709,  was  probably  son  of  Moses  of 
Woburn,  who  had  a  son  Isaac,  born  May  11,  1GG9.  Samuel  and  Josiah 
Cleveland,  cnrly  settlers  at  Canterbury,  appear  to  have  been  his  bi*otlier8. 
In  1715,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Clement  Stratford,  mariner,  administered  on 
the  estate  of  her  foiiner  husband,  Isaac  Cleveland.  No  mention  is  made 
of  children. 


Coolidffe,  Samuel,  a  resident  in  1694. 
15 
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Otb.    "The  iimntorjr  of  AmbraM  Cole  of  Norwich  daeoHed,*  wm 
preaentod  to  tho  conn^  coart  in  1600.    Frobabl^  Uu  fiunily  cuu  from 


OfOtni,  0«nIiom:  «  reddent  in  1678. 


OroM.  Jmatban  Crane,  probablj  fWm  roUingworth,  had  laiid  r^i^ 
tend  in  1672,  and  married,  Dec.  19, 1678,  Deborah,  daughter  of  FnneU 
Grisw<dd.  He  removed  to.  Windham,  where  he  had  a  thousand  acre 
rigitt  t  built  the  first  mill  in  that  plantatioo ;  wu  one  of  the  •< 
1692,  and  a  patentee  of  the  town  in  1708. 


Ondtar.  Samuel  Crocker  settled  at  Wetf  Farms  abdnt  1700,  and  was 
one  of  the  selectmen  in  1722.  He  was  probably  ion  <tf  Thomas  of  New 
Londcoi,  and  bom  at  that  place  in  1677.  He  had  tbnr  ehiMroi,  Sasuiel) 
Ji^,  Jabes,  and  Hannah,  baptised  in  1709. 


Ontt.    Peter  Cross  had  land  recorded  in  1672,  and  was  a  reddeat  in 
1698,  but  afterward  removed  to  Windham. 
Gteorge  Cross,  a  resident  in  1719. 


Oulbtm,  Benjnmln ;  ndm.  1715.    Abigail,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Abigail  CuUum,  baptized  in.l718. 


Ob&w.  The  marriage  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Culver  is  recorded  Jon. 
IS,  1681 ;  the  births  of  aevcn  cliildron  follow. 

Edward  Culver  was  on  tlio  board  of  Lialors  in  1C8S.  7»  1696  ho 
removed  to  Lebanon,  and  wns  living  tlicro  in  1710. 

Jelin  Culver  and  his  wife  Sarah  united  with  the  cliurch  at  Norwich  in 
1721. 


OulMTtveS,  Thomas,  died  April  15, 1725. 


Oarby,  Samuel,  a  resident  in  1700. 


Davit.  Epliraim  Davis  was  on  tho  roll  of  1702.  Tliomos,  Comfort 
and  Joseph  appear  aa  inhabitants  soon  after  1712.  Tkomoa  luul  dauglitcr 
Mercy  baptized  in  1711. 
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DayneSy  or  Deans.  Abraham  Daynes  of  North  Yarmoath  mar.  Dec, 
27,  1671,  Sarah,  daughter  of  William  Peake.  This  marriage  is  recorded 
at  New  London,  with  the  births  of  three  children,  Johanna,  John,  and 
Thomas.  Three  others  are  on  record  at  Norwich,  viz.,  Ebenezer,  Sarah, 
and  Ephraim.  The  sons  are  found  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  in 
tlie  next  generation,  but  the  name  is  more  frequently  written  Dean$, 
James  and  Oxenbridge  Deans  were  young  men  in  1738. 


Dean.    Nathaniel  Dean,  adm.  Dec.  28,  1714;  wife,  Joanna,  probably 
from  Taunton.     Seth  Dean,  1739. 


Decker.    Joseph  Decker  and  wife  Thankful  were  received  into  fellow- 
ship with  the  church  hi  1711.     They  removed  to  Windham. 


Denisan,  Capt  Robert,  adm.  1718.  His  farm  of  500  acres,  conveyed 
to  him  by  Owaneco,  with  the  consent  of  the  Legislature,  in  1710,  lay  upon 
the  border  of  Mashipaug  or  Gardner's  lake,  and  was  then  supposed  to  fall 
within  the  Nine-railes-square.  He  began  his  improvements  at  tliis  place 
in  1716,  but  when  the  bounds  of  the  town  were  more  accurately  defined, 
the  greater  part  of  his  farm,  including  his  family  residence,  was  found  to 
lie  within  the  limits  of  New  London  North  Parish,  and  afler  1720  his 
connection  with  Norwich  ceased. 

Capt.  Denison  died  in  1737,  and  was  interred  in  a  cemetery  prepared 
by  himself  on  his  farm,  wlicre  a  group  of.  Denison  graves,  with  granite 
curb-stones  marked  with  initials  and  dates,  still  remain. 

His  son,  the  second  Capt.  Robert  Denison,  was  an  officer  in  the  French 
war,  and  removed  to  Nova  Scotia. 


Dennis,  John :  a  resident  at  the  Landing  in  1 739. 


Doxod,     The  cattlc-niark  of  Abraham  Dowd  was  recorded  in  1723. 
lie  was  probably  a  son  of  John  Dowd  of  Guilford,  born  in  1697. 


Edgecomhcy  Thomas,  born  in  New  London,  1694,  settled  in  Norwich 
before  1720,  and  tliere  died  Sept  16, 1745.  llis  first  wife  was  Katherine 
Copp ;  his  second,  Esther  Post,  who  survived  him  but  a  few  months. 
While  on  her  way  to  New  London,  she  was  thrown  from  her  horse, 
severely  wounded  in  the  head,  and  carried  to  the  house  of  Mr.  William 
Angel,  where  she  lingered  for  a  fortnight  in  great  pain  and  distress.     The 
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whole  nuj^borhood  wu  moved  bj  her  aoSeringi,  and  aeronl  fbyMmm 
hutfloed  to  ber  relieC  Dr.  Goddard  oamo  &om  New  London,  with  Dr. 
UoiriBOD,  an  annj  mi^oon,  juat  tvUirned  from  Cope  Breton,  Dr.  Vonlon 
bma  FranliUn,  and  Dr.  Porter  from  WotliBrsfleld  t  but  aar^cnl  dtill  was 
exerted  in  nin.  Hbo  died  Ma;  20, 1746,  aged  fort^,  and  was  interred  at 
New  London. 

The  SODS  of  Thomas  Edgecombe  hj  his  first  wifb  were  Thomas,  Jotm, 
Jooatlun,  and  SamueL 

Thomas  died  in  Norwich,  April  39, 1755. 

John  was  a  soldier  in  the  expedition  against  C^e  Brettxi,  and  there  SM 
after  the  nurender  in  1716,  at  the  age  i^  twenty. 

Jonalhaa,  a  seaman,  was  taken  bj  a  Spanish  privateer,  Aug.  8,  I7fiS; 
oarried  first  to  Compeachr,  and  from  thence  to  Old  Spain,  where  ha  was 
kept  ctmfined  Ibr  several  montlis,  but  at  length  picked  the  hwk  of  hie 
prison,  escaped  and  reached  a  French  port  in  safety.  Here  he  foand  an 
Kngliah  vessel,  on  board,  of  which  he  vrorked  his  passage  to  Bnglaiid,  bat 
had  Boareely  tooohed  the  Island,  when  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  prese- 
gai^  and  wot  enrolled  on  board  of  a  mon-of  war.  AAor  a  yeoi's  service 
lia  oootrived  to  escape,  and  through  various  other  adventures,  flnallj 
niSBhed  home,  Nov.  80, 17A1.  Ha  afterward  settled  in  Veraumt. 
'''  'Samuel,  the  fbnrth  son,  was  Deacon  Samuel  I'^geoombe  of  GrotoOi  Ot., 
-who  died  Aug.  14, 1796,  aged  65. 


Fmrianh,  Samuel :  a  resident  in  1722. 


Faies.     Samuel  Fales,  adm.  1706 ;  rectived  into  communion  with  the 
church  in  1711 ;  died  1733.     IIq  was  son  of  Mr.  James  Fales  of  Dcd> 
bom,  uid  son-in-t&w  to  John  Eldcrkin.     Ilia  inventory  included  n  moro 
tlian  ordinary  number  of  religious  hooka.    It  is  probable  thut  ho  was 
theological  student. 


Fargo.  Moses  Fargo  come  from  Now  London  about  lG0O,aiid  in  1C94 
.  obtained  a  grant  of  luud  "on  the  hill  ubovu  the  I'ouk  where  bla  house  sttiuild." 
He  was  on  tlie  loll  of  1702,  and  dirxl  about  172G.  Numc  oHcn  written 
Firgo. 


FiM.     Verdict  of  a  jury  upon  the  body  of  Gregory  Field:  "Found 
dead  in  Shoutucket  river  in  Norwich,  29  April,  1710." 


BISTORT    OF    NORWICH.  229 

FiUmare.  John,  son  of  John  Fillmore,  was  born  at  Ipswich,  March  18, 
1702.  His  father  was  a  mariner,  and  died  at  sea  about  the  year  1711. 
His  mother's  maiden  name  was  Abigail  Tilton.  She  married  for  her  sec- 
ond husband,  Robert  Bell,  and  removed  with  him  to  Norwich  West  Farms, 
Her  son,  John  Fillmore,  returning  from  sea,  was  united  Nov.  9,  1724, 
to  Mary  Spillcr  of  Ipswich,  and  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month  made  a 
purchase  of  lands  in  Norwich,  where  he  planted  his  hearth-stone  and 
spent  the  rcniaiiidcr  of  his  days. 

Some  extraordinary  incidents  are  connected  with  his  previous  history. 
Wliilc  out  on  a  fishing  voyage,  he  had  been  captured  by  a  noted  pirate  of 
the  name  of  Phillips,  and  compelled  to  perform  duty  as  the  helmsman  of 
tlie  freebooting  craft;  but  after  nine  months  of  this  odious  service,  he 
combined  with  several  other  ]>risoncr8  that  had  been  subsequently  taken, 
and  at  a  concerted  signal,  making  a  desperate  attack  upon  tlieir  captors, 
they  killed  and  threw  overboard  the  captain  and  a  number  of  his  crew, 
disabled  the  rest,  took  possession  of  the  vessel,  and  navigated  her  to  Bos- 
ton, where  they  arrived  May  3,  1724,  and  gave  tlieir  prisoners  up  to 
justice.  Three  of  them  were  executed  in  Boston,  and  three  sent  to  Eng- 
land, where  they  suiFered  at  Execution  Dock.  The  gun,  sword,  tobacco- 
box,  buckles  and  rings  of  the  captain  of  the  corsair  were  awarded  by  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  to  young  Fillmore,  as  spoils  won  by  his  valor  and 
decision.  A  part  of  these  articles  are  still  preserved  as  relics  by  his 
descendants.* 

He  was  subsequently  known  as  Capt.  John  Fillmore  of  Norwich  West 
Farms, — a  man  of  probity,  and  a  useful  citizen,  a  member  of  the  church, 
and  captain  of  a  military  company.  He  was  three  times  married,  and  his 
will  mentions  fourteen  surviving  children.  lie  died  Feb.  22,  1777,  aged 
75  years. 

Nathaniel,  one  of  the  sons  of  his  second  wife,  (Dorcas  Day  of  Pomfret,) 
born  in  1740,  married  Hepzil)ali  Wood,  and  settled  at  Bennington,  Vt, 
when  tliat  part  of  the  countiy  was  new  and  unsubdued.  He  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Frcncli  war  and  in  the  war  for  independence,  and  died  at 
Bennington  in  1814.  Ilis  son,  Nathaniel  2d,  born  in  1771,  married 
Phebe  l^Iillard  of  Bennington,  and  he  and  his  brothers,  following  the 
example  of  their  ancestors,  removed  into  the  wilderness,  and  settled  in 
Western  New  York,  where  they  became  farmers,  and  in  the  course  of 
time,  clerks,  tea<*hers,  justices,  and  members  of  the  Assembly.  This  Na- 
thaniel 2d  was  the  father  of  Millard  Fillmore,  thirteenth  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  was  born  in  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  7,  1800.t 


♦  Sco  Memoir  l>y  Aphhol  Woodwnnl,  M.  I).,  in  Hist.  &  Gen.  Reg.,  11,  61. 

t  rrcsidont  Fittrooro,  on  ncconnt  of  the  ronncclion  of  his  onccstry  with  Norwich, 
Attended  the  Bi-contenninl  Cclobrntion  in  1859,  and  miinifcsted  a  cordial  interest  in  the 
proceedings. 
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The  descendants  of  Capt.  John  Fillmore  emigrated  not  onlj  to  Vcr- 
niont,  but  to  Nova  Scotia  and  otlier  provinces,  and  have  been  widely  scatr 
tered ;  yet  representatives  of  the  name  and  family  were  led  in  Norwich 
and  Franklin,  where  the  lineage  is  still  to  be  found,  comprising  descend- 
ants of  the  brave  Capt  John  and  also  of  his  brother  Ebenezer,  who  mar- 
ried Thankail  Carrier  in  1733. 


Ford^  John  :  adm.  1722 ;  married  May  2G,  1729,  Ann  Ilolloway. 


Fowlw.    Jonathan  Fowler  mari'ied  Aug.  3,  1G87,  fjizabeth  Reynolds. 
The  widow  Fowler  is  incidentally  mentioned  in  1G98. 
Thomas  Fowler  of  Lebanon,  died  in  1707. 


Fox.    Isaac  Fox,  adm.  1721 ;  Thomas,  1722. 


Froiier.  Colin  Frasier  married  in  1718,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Paul 
Wentworth*  In  January,  1724,  Mrs.  Frasier  was  arrested  on  the  diarge 
of  killing  an  Indian  woman  in  a  fit  of  insanity.  On  the  24th  of  Februai-y, 
while  imprisoned  at  New  London,  the  unhappy  woman,  in  another  access 
of  her  malady,  to  which  she  was  constitutionally  subject,  plunged  a  knife 
into  her  own  throat,  but  the  wound  did  nut  pix)vc  fatal.  She  was  tried  in 
March,  and  fully  acquitted  on  the  ground  of  dUtr action. 


French^  John  French,  Senior,  of  the  West  Farms,  adm.  1724 ;  died 
April  20,  1730,  leaving  sons,  Abncr,  John,  Joseph,  and  Siunucl. 

John  French,  Jr.,  [Major  John  French]  married  Aug.  21, 1729,  Phcbc, 
daughter  of  Thomas  llyde. 


Gaylordf  Josiah,  1675.  He  was  probably  son  of  William  of  Windsor, 
and  step-son  of  John  I^ldcrkin.  lie  is  on  the  roll  of  1702  ;  his  '4iouse  at 
Pock-nuck"  is  mentioned  in  1720.     He  died  in  1727. 


GihhonSy  John,  1719.     "  llambleton  Gibions,"  connected  with  a  disturb- 
ance in  the  meeting-house,  1723. 


Gookin,     Edward  Grookin,  adm.  Sept.  13,  1726.     He  had  four  children 
baptized  at  dates  ranging  from  February,  1723,  to  March,  1730.     lie  was 
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probably  8on  of  Daniel  Gookin  of  Sherbom,  whose  wife  was  a  daughter 
of  Eklmund  Quincy,  and  who  had  a  son  Edmund,  bom  March  31,  1688. 

Edmund  of  Norwich  had  wife  Sarah,  and  two  sons,  Samuel  and  DanieL 
The  former  has  not  been  traced,  but  Daniel,  with  his  parents  and  their 
three  daughters,  who  lived  to  be  aged  spinsters,  all  sleep  together  in  the 
town  burial-ground. 


Gould,  Nathaniel,  1730. 


Gorton,  Benjamin  Gorton,  from  Warwick,  R.  I.,  on  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1717,  purchased  the  valuable  farm  of  Peter  Mason  near  the  Great 
Pond,  or  lif  nshipnug  Lake,  500  acres,  with  dwelling-house  and  other  build- 
ings, for  £500.  This  farm  was  then  supposed  to  lie  within  the  bounds  of 
Norwich,  and  he  was  for  several  years  considered  an  inhabitant.  He  died 
in  1737. 


Gove,  Samuel  and  Nathaniel,  adm.  1723. 


Green,  Hobert  of  Peagscomsuck,  1696. 


Grist.    Thomas  Grist  married  Ann  Birchard,  Aug.  14,  1721;  adm. 
1726. 


Grover,  Ebenezer,  first  mentioned  about  1720. 


Hcdl.     Thomas  Hall,  adm.  1701 ;  probably  came  from  Wobum. 
Thomas,  Jr.,  adm.  Dec.  21,  1712. 


Hamilton,  Solomon,  a  resident  in  1738. 


Hammond,  Joseph,  1712.     Caleb,  married  Nov.  21,  1723,  Mary  Brew- 
ster; adm.  1727.     Elijali,  adm.  1730. 

Isaac,  of  Norwich,  bought  a  farm  on  Mohegan  hill  in  1734,  for  £660. 


Harrington,     Isaac  Harrington  died  1727;  left  wife  Sarah,  and  four 
children,  Isiuic,  Silvanus,  James,  and  Patience. 
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SarriK,  Jtdin  HuTn,idiii.  Dec.  81,1712,  died  I7SS}  Ml  wifs  Sdmo- 
aah  I  other  l^Kteea,  "brother  Bobert  and  hii  wn  John  of  BrooUiiu^  in 
New  Engluid.* 

ffibeon,  lOD  of  Sunnel  Harrii  ot  N«w  London,  bom  1694,  Mttled  in  . 
1726  cm  a  Arm  in  New  Coooord,  now  Bosrah.    Hia  wife  wu  Pheba, 
langfater  of  Capt  George  Denisoo.    He  died  in  1761.    Ha  was  Ae 
BUher  of  Dr.  BetgamtD  Harris  of  Preahm. 


MirtAom.  David  and  Jonathan  Hartshorn,  brothers,  (Vom  Beading, 
Mttled  at  the  West  Farms,  and  are  on  the  roll  of  inhabitants  m  170S. 

David  waq  a  phjsician ;  Belectinan  in  1709 ;  bnilt  a  saw-mill  on  Beaver 
brook  in  1713 ;  was  one  of  the  first  deacons  of  the  West  Fonns  church  { 
Ked  Nov.  8, 1788,  aged  81.  He  was  a  man  q(  good  report,  and  a  valo- 
ible  citisen.    Hia  wife  was  Rebecca  Batcheler. 

Jonathan  Hartshorn,  prohablj  aaa  of  Jonathan  above  named,  married 
In  1709,  Lni7  Hempsted  of  New  London,  and  in  1726  removed  with  his 
bniflj  to  Cecil  ooon^,  Ibrjland. 


Suhnt,  or  .fl&«b'iM.  Bichard  and  J(dm  were  earlj  reudents.  Rich- 
ird  died  in  1718,  leavuig  nine  children;  estate,  £l,257.  John  died  in 
1719,  leaving  seven  children. 

Daniel,  adm.  Doc.  S,  1721,  married  Mehilablo  Badger. 


SoMJi.  Thomas  Hasen,  adm.  Dec.  21, 1712.  IIo  and  Ma  wife  were 
received  to  church  membership  hy  letter  from  the  church  iii  llojfonl. 

John  Ilazen,  adm.  1715.  Joseph  and  Jacob  also  became  residents  near 
his  time. 


Beaih,     John  Heath  came  from  Haverhill.     His  wife,  Hannah,  « 
received  into  the  church,  and  her  son  Josiah  baptized,  1715. 


Hindrid^  Isaac,  a  resident  in  1721. 


Bill,  Charles,  a  Separatist  in  1748. 


Bodget,  Ephraim,  adm.  1729. 
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Hough,  John,  1G78 ;  son  of  William  Hough  of  New  London,  and  tlicrc 
bom  Oct.  17,  1655.  He  waa  a  house-builder,  and  much  employed  both 
in  Norwich  and  New  London,  acquiring  lands  and  houses  in  each  place. 
He  died  at  New  London,  Aug.  26,  1715,  suddenly  deprived  of  life  by  a 
fall  from  the  scaffolding  of  a  house  on  which  he  was  at  work.  He  was  a 
large  man,  of  a  military  turn,  and  active  also  in  civil  affairs,  extensively 
known  and  highly  esteemed.  The  sudden  stroke  that  swept  him  into 
eternity,  resounded  through  the  country  with  startling  emphasis. 

The  wife  of  Capt.  Hough  was  Sarah  Post  of  Norwich.  He  had  a  farm 
in  New  Concord  Society,  the  land  being  an  original  grant  from  the  town 
in  payment  for  building  a  school-house.  His  youngest  son,  Jabez,  bom  in 
1702,  inherited  this  farm,  and  there  died,  Jan.  24,  1725,  only  seventeen 
days  after  his  marriage  with  Anne  Dcniaon  of  New  London.  The  farm 
was  after  this  the  homestead  of  his  older  brother  John,  and  from  him  it 
went  to  his  son  Jabez,  who  maiTicd  Phebe  Harris,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
92,  July  23,  1820. 


HiUchint.    John  Hutchins,  adm.  Dec.  20,  1715  ;  a  constable  in  1726 
and  1727. 
Thomas  llulchins,  inn-kccper  at  Ncwent  in  1733. 


Buichinson,  Joshua,  adm.  April  29,  1729. 


Jennings.  Land  granted  to  Jonathan  Jennings  in  1677.  In  1684  he 
had  oilier  grants  at  Senemancutt  and  Sucksqutumscot.  He  removed  to 
Windham,  and  there  died  June  27,  1733,  in  his  79th  year.  Ilis  son, 
Ebcnezer,  was  the  first  male  child  of  English  parentage  born  in  Wind- 
ham.* 


JoncSy  John,  a  resident  in  1712  ;  died  1749. 


Johnson.  "T(»n  nercs  of  land  at  Lehnnon  Valley,"  granted  to  John 
Johnson  in  1077;  also  a  grant  at  Westward  hill.  His  cattle-mark  was 
registered  in  1083 ;  he  was  a  Lister  in  1698. 

Isaac  Johti.son  of  Norwich  died  Jan.  7,  1708. 

Ensign  William  Johnson  of  Canterbury,  who  probably  went  from  Nor- 
wich, died  Feb.  23,  1713. 

Ebenezcr  Johnson  of  the  West  Farms,  1718,  married  Deborah  Cham- 
pion. 

•  Wcnvcr's  Ancient  WiDclIiam. 
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Jl!efl^i  Jo0epli|  a  reBident  in  1716. 

ThomaSi  adm.  1719.    Pcobablj  both  came  from  Newbury. 


Kmmetfyf  Boberti  a  resident  in  1780;  bad  wife  Haiy. 


JSmidO,  Bichard,  1722. 


JSn^,  Edward,  a  resident  in  1699 :  adm.  1701 ;  died  before  1726. 


Kmgtbury.  Josephf  from  HaYerhill,  Mass.,  with  bis  sons,  Joseph,  Jr.« 
and  Nathaniel,  adm.  1710.  The  wife  of  the  elder  Joseph  was  Love 
Ajres,  and  of  the  jounger,  Rath  Denison,  both  of  HaverhilL  The  wife 
of  Nathaniel  has  not  been  ascertained.  He  had  son  John,  bom  in  1710, 
and  Natlianiel  in  1711. 

Joseph  Kingsbury,  Sen.  was  one  of  the  first  deacons  of  tlie  West  Farms 
church,  chosen  in  1718.  Joseph,  Jr.  was  one  of  the  eight  pillars^  and 
their  wives,  Love  and  Ruth  Kingsbury,  were  among  the  earliest  members 
received.    Dea.  Joseph  Kingsbury  died  in  1741. 

Joseph  Kingsbury,  Jr.  was  an  ensign  in  1721,  selectman  in  1723,  cap- 
tain of  a  company  in  1726,  chosen  deacon  in  1736,  and  died  Dec  1, 1757, 
aged  75.    He  had  13  children. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Kingsbury,  relict  of  the  second  Deacon  Joseph,  died  May  6, 
1779,  aged  93,  leaving  behind  the  remarkable  number  of  231  descendants, 
viz.,  5  children,  61  of  the  next  generation,  152  of  the  4th,  and  13  of  the 
5th.  The  homestead  farm  is  still  in  possession  of  descendants  of  the  same 
name. 

Andrew  Kingsbury,  on  officer  of  the  Itevoltilion,  and  subsequently, 
from  1793  to  1818,  State  Trcasui*cr  of  Connecticut,  was  a  descendant  of 
Joseph,  Jr.,  in  the  line  of  his  son  Ephraim. 


Xirh/f  Richard,  adm.  1721. 


KnowUs,  Thomas,  adm.  1710. 


KnowU(m,  Joseph,  accidentally  killed,  1718 ;  "no  estate  but  two  cows.** 
Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  ICnowlton,  a  member  of  the  church  in 


%ni\f\ 
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Ladd.  In  1709,  Samuel  Ladd,  from  Haverhill,  Suffolk  Co.,  Mass., 
purcliascd  land  of  David  Hartshorn  ''on  the  hill  beyond  Thomas  Hide's 
farm."     Adra.  1710. 

Nathaniel  Ladd  was  selectman  in  1721,  but  in  1729  had  removed  from 
tlie  town. 

David  Ladd,  another  early  settler  at  the  West  Farms,  married  Mary 
Waters.  His  family  and  that  of  Capt,  Jacob  Hyde  were  linked  together 
by  a  triple  marriage  of  their  children.  The  three  brothers,  Samuel, 
Ezokiol  and  Joseph  Laild,  married  the  three  sisters,  Ilannali,  Ruth  and 
Silence  Ilydc,  both  parties  in  the  natural  order  of  seniority,  and  each  of 
the  sisters  at  tlie  age  of  19  years. 


Lamb.     Ebenczcr  Lamb  married  May  6,  1G90,  Mary  Armstrong. 
David,  Isaac  and  John  Lamb  were  residents  about  1718.    John  died 
Aug.  16,  1727. 


Lawrence  J  Isaac,  owned  the  church  covenant  in  1700 ;  was  adm.  1702. 
Isaac  Lawrence,  Jun.,  had  four  diildren  baptized  at  dates  from  1711  to 
1718. 


Lee.  Richard  Lee,  adm.  1705 ;  died  Aug.  7,  1713 ;  left  widow  Sarah, 
and  nine  children :  the  oldest  son  Thomas  40  years  of  age,  Richard  84 
Joseph  32,  and  Benjamin  30. 


Ijoomcr,  Samuel,  of  the  parish  of  New  Concord,  adm.  Sept.  13,  172C. 


Lord.     Cyprian,  a  younger  brother  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Lord,  settled  in 
Norwich  about  1720,  and  married  in  1725,  Elizabeth  Backus. 


jA)to.  The  only  person  of  this  name  found  on  the  records  is  David, 
ndni.  1709;  died  Feb.  10,  1710,  aged  23.  His  estate  was  settled  by 
Tliomas  LcfrnigwcU.  The  low  semicircular  head-stone  that  marks  his 
grave  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  town-plot  cemetery. 


Li/07iy  iibenezer,  1722. 


Marshall.  "Abial  Marshall  of  Norwich  and  Abiah  Hough  of  New 
London  were  married  18  Nov.  1708."  Their  oldest  son,  the  second  Abia 
Marshall,  died  in  Bozrah,  Dec.  1,  1799. 
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MutA.    John  Heach  is  on  a  liat  of  1698. 


MOealf.  Ebenwer  Uetcalf,  fmta  Dodbam,  marriod  in  1702,  Hmuh, 
(lui^ter  of  Joihna  Abel  of  the  Weat  Fornu,  and  bad  Are  children  bap- 
tUsd,  extending  to  1711.  He  waa  on  Ihe  roll  of  inhatnUnts  in  1718,  bat 
renuved  to  Lebaami,  and  there  died  Nov.  It,  I75S,  aged  76.  He  waa  a 
desoandant  of  Michael  Ifetcalf,  who  had  lived  at  Korwicli  in  Engtund,  but 
nnignUed  to  thk  coimlrj  willi  hie  wife  and  nine  diiUren  in  1GS7,  and 
aetUod  at  Dedham. 


Mtrriek.  Stephen  Ueirick  married  Mercjr  Bangs,  Dec.  28, 1671,  he 
being  25  and  she  20  years  of  age.  Mercj  and  Appbia  Bangs  were  twin 
daughters  of  Edward  Bangs  of  Plymouth  colony,  and  were  married  the 
same  day, — Af^hia  probably  to  John  Knowles.* 

Stephen  Merridc  came  to  Norwich  about  1G72.  He  waa  a  constable  in 
1681,  and  i^p<miled  county  marshal  or  sheriff  in  1685. 


Moon.  Grants  of  land  were  m&de  to  William  Hoore  in  1077  and 
1682.  He  had  land  also  at  Potapaug  and  "over  the  river  at  a  pfaice 
called  U^or'B  Pond."  He  married  the  relict  of  Thomas  Ilurwood  in 
Aagnit,  1 677,  and  aboni  twenty  yean  later  removed  to  Wuulluiui. 


Morgan.  Two  of  tliia  name  ai-o  found  curly  at  Norwich,  and  left  fam- 
ilies there, — Willinm  and  Pttcr.  Williitm  was  jiruiutbly  sou  of  Williiua 
and  Margaret  (Avery)  Morgan  of  Groton,  (born  1C07.) 

Peter  waa  a  son  of  John  Itosc-Morgnn  of  New  Ixiiiiloii,  born  in  1712. 
His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Wliitmore  of  Middlelewn,  and  his  hoam  Blood 
under  the  hill  npon  the  site  afterwards  built  upon  by  Itov.  Joseph  Strong, 
and  now  the  re^dence  of  D.  F.  Gulliver,  M.  D.  Peter  Morgan  removed 
to  the  Great  Plain. 


Jfefsbjr,  or  Maadikj/.  The  earliest  notice  of  tliU  name  is  found  in  tlie 
b^itismal  record : 

"Increase  and  Sarah,  children  of  Increase  Maudsley,  bap.  G:  9 :  1715," 
that  is,  Nov.  G,  1715. 

Increase  Moselcy,  the  father,  died  in  1731. 

Increase,  the  son,  born  May  18, 1712,  married  in  1735,  Dcborali  Tracy 
of  Windlinm,  and  removed  about  1740  to  Woodbury,  settling  in  thul  part 

t  Oan.  Diet.,  uticle  Dongt.  Merrick  it  than  BrTonoouBly  prinlod  Hurrick,  and  die 
date  of  tb«  mkirlogo  1670  luBtMd  of  leTl. 
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of  the  town  which  is  now  Washington.  lie  there  sustained  various  offices 
of  trust  and  honor,  representing  the  town  in  the  legislature  for  some  fifteen 
succ<«5sive  years,  but  removed  to  Clarendon,  Vt.,  in  1781,  and  Uiere  died 
May  2,  1795. 

His  son,  (ho  third  Increase  IMoseley  in  direct  succession,  probably  bom 
also  in  Norwich,  seltlud  in  Southhury,  and  was  a  colonel  of  one  of  the 
Connecticut  regiments  during  the  Revolutionary  war.* 

Ilcv.  Peal)ody  Mosehjy,  son  of  the  first  Increase,  was  born  at  Norwich 
in  172  i.  He  was  a  l^iptist  clergyman,  but  about  the  year  1780,  joined 
(he  Shaker  society  of  New  Lebanon. 


MiimrU,  Elisha,  1720.     Klisha,  Jr.,  1721.     The  latter  was  on  the  list 
of  Soparatis(3  in  1748. 


iVbrman,  James,  adm.  Dec.  20,  1715.  He  was  captain  of  a  vessel; 
kept  alito  a  shop  of  merchandize;  and  in  1717  was  licensed  to  keep  a 
house  of  entertainment     He  died  June  28,  1743. 


Ormshj,  John,  adm.  Dec.  20,  1715;  died  July  11,  1728.     His  relict, 
Susannah,  died  in  1752. 

Joseph,  adm.  1720  ;  wife  Abigail  united  with  tlie  church  in  1721. 


Palmder,  Daniel,  adm.  1724. 


Pasmorc.  The  inventory  of  Joseph  Pa^more  of  Norwich  was  exhib- 
ited in  1711,  comprising  a  Bible,  psalm-book,  sword,  articles  of  apparel, 
and  twelve  acres  of  land. 


Peck,  Benjamin,  adm.  1700.  The  ciuucli  record  gives  the  names  of 
oight  children  of  "brother  Benjamin  Peck,"  that  were  bajitized  from  1703 
to  1718.  He  died  in  1742.  Joseph,  his  oldest  son,  born  in  1706,  was 
father  of  the  late  CapU  Bela  Peck  of  Norwich. 

The  anrcslor  of  this  family  was  Henry  Peck  of  New  Haven,  whose 
twin  >n\\<,  Joseph  and  Benjamin,  were  born  Sept.  G,  1G47. 

•  Colliron's  History  of  Woodbury. 
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r,  J(dm:  adm.  1788;  mo  of  ^olin  nnd  Agnes  Peinlwr  or  New  ] 
He  married  in  1716,  Hmiy,  (Ltughlcr  at'  Tliama:i  Il^ile,  un^ 
Mttled  at  Wot  Farma,  where  he  died  in  1788,  aged  85. 


PuUm,  Samml,  adm.  1727. 


FUBipi,  George,  adm.  1736. 


Fitree,  Jonalhen  and  Ebenezer,  i 


Pikt.   BUisabetb,  wiA  of  John  Pike,  baptized  Aug.  5, 1711 1  loa  John 
bafitised  1712,  and  other  children  onward  to  1728. 


Ptiehtr.  Sannel  Pitcher,  snpposod  to  be  a  son  of  Andrew  of  Dor> 
dietter,  had  son  Boi\}ainin  boptixed  in  Norwich,  March  20, 1714.  lb 
WM  one  of  the  aelectmen  in  1721,  but  in  1735  renuived  to  AVootUiuij,  Ob 
A  part  of  the  &milj.  reniaineil,  and  the  uune  luu  I 
town  to  the  preient  daj. 


PtlBg.    Matthew,  1719,  proboblj  from  Wobum. 
Abignil,  wife  of  Daniel  Polly,  diod  Juno  S,  1725. 


Prior,  Joshua,  a  householder  in  1733. 


Raymond,  Samuel  Ititymond  ul'  Novwicli  and  Lydia  Itii'clinni  of  IajU- 
anon  were  united  in  nuuriugc  March  (!,  1717.  TUc)'  hud  sons  Snmudl  and 
Daniel,  the  former  bom  Dec  25,  1720. 


Richardt,  Nathaniel,  an  inhabiront  in  171G. 
"^Andrew,  adm.  1727. 


Robertt,  Samuel,  1678,  son  of  Hugh  Roberts,  an  early  eettler  in  New 
London.  Ho  came  to  Norwich  as  a  liousc^earpcntcr,  in  company  wiLh 
John  Hough.  Tlieac  two  men  were  oflen  associated  in  work,  and  called 
themselves  near  kininun,  the  mother  of  each  being  a  daugliter  of  Hugh 
Calkins.     The  first  school-house  in  Norwich,  of  which  wo  have  any  notice, 
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was  built  hj  John  Hough  and  Samuel  Robcrt<<,  and  paid  for  in  land  in 
1683.  They  were  tJie  master-builders  of  many  early  houses  in  the  town- 
plot, — the  regular,  substantial  houses  that  followed  the  temporary  habita- 
tions of  the  first  encampment. 

Samuel,  son  of  Samuel  Roberts,  was  bom  May  9,  1688. 


Jiogersy  Tlicophilus,  1720  ;  a  native  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  and  reputed  to  be 
a  descendant  of  John  Rogers,  the  Smithfield  martyr.  He  had  studied 
physic  and  surgery  in  Roston,  nnd  settled  at  Norwich  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  He  died  Sept.  29,  1753.  Two  of  his  sons,  Ezekiel  and 
Theophilus,  were  physicians,  and  two  others,  Uriah  and  Col.  Zabdiel,  were 
conspicuous  as  active  citizens  and  patriots  of  the  Revolutionary  period. 


Rood.  Thomas  Rood  wns  an  early  settler  upon  the  outlands  of  the 
township.  His  wife,  Sarah,  died  in  March,  1GG8,  and  he  in  1672.  Nine 
children  are  recorded,  the  dates  of  birth  ranging  from  1649  to  1666,  but 
the  place  of  nativity  is  not  given. 

Thomas,  Alicali,  Samuel  and  George  Rood  are  on  the  roll  of  inhabit- 
ants in  1702.  Micali  obtained  some  local  notoriety  on  account  of  a  pe. 
culiar  variety  of  apple  that  he  brought  to  market,  which  was  called  from 
him  the  Mike  apple,  and  has  since  been  more  extensively  propagated.  It 
is  an  early  species,  has  a  fair  outside,  an  excellent  flavor,  and  each  indi- 
vidual apple  exhibits  somcwlicrc  in  the  pulp  a  red  speck,  like  a  tinge  of 
fresh  blood.  Several  fanciful  legends  have  been  contrived  to  account  for 
this  iM^cuIiarity.     Micah  Rood  died  in  December,  1728,  aged  about  76. 


JRosebrough,  In  1G93,  the  proprietors  granted  to  George  Rosebrough, 
"three  or  four  acres  of  land,  where  his  house  stiuuls."  No  other  reference 
to  the  name  Iwis  been  observed. 


Rndd,  Jonathan  and  Nathaniel  Rudd,  brothers,  came  from  Saybrook. 
Tho  fonnor  s(!ttlcd  oast  of  the  Slietucket,  and  the  latter  at  the  West  Farms. 
It  i:*  prubaMe  that  thoy  were  sons  of  that  Jonathan  Rudd  who  was  married 
at  Rride  nr(K>k  in  the  winter  of  l()lG-7. 

Nathaniel  Rudd  married,  April  10,  1685,  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Post. 
Ilis  home.st(\'id  was  in  that  part  of  the  West  Fai-ms  which  is  now  Bozrah. 
He  died  in  April,  1727,  leaving  an  estate  valued  at  £689. 

Daniel  Rudd,  one  of  the  sons  of  Nathaniel,  born  in  1710,  mamed  for 
his  second  wife,  (July  1,  17'ir>,)  ISIary  Mctcalf,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Metcalf  of  Fuhnouth,  Me.     She  had  previously  been  living  with 
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har  rdadrw  in  Labanoa,  to  which  place  ike  came  rrom  tier  far-nft  liomc, 
MoOTding  to  tradition,  in  a  three-daja*  joorticy,  riding  uu  n  jiillioM  bdiind  J 
Oi^  Jamea  Fitch.  Her  aoa,  Daniel  Bodd,  Jr.,  bom  Jtuo  10,  175^ 
married  Abigail  Allen  <^  Montville,  wlio  died  Jan.  SO,  1 867,  wuitli^  onlf 
a  few  numtha  of  being  100  years  of  ago.  Lucj  Budd,  one  of  llw  dangle 
ton  of  thia  couple,  married,  flrat,  Capt  Henrj  Caldwell  of  the  U.  S. 
Marinea,  and  aeoond,  Uiyor-General  Hent;  Bntbedc,  an  offleer  of  the 
Bevolntionarj  war  and  of  that  of  1813.  General  Borbcck  died  ^  New 
London,  Qct.  2, 1846,  aged  95.  Hia  relict,  tin.  Imtj  Buibec^,  la  atOI 
Uving;  It  is  a  aingnlor  coinddence,  occurring,  It  is  prcsomed,  roiy  randj 
in  the  histoir  of  fiuniliee,  that  Mrs.  Bnrfoeok's  father,  Daniel  Uodd,  and 
her  hnsband,  Henty  Borbeck,  were  bom  on  the  same  daj, — Jane  \% 
17M. 


Saiin !  of^  npon  early  records  written  Sabiens.    laaa^  adm.  1780. 


iSbman.  Thomas  Slnman  married,  Dec,  16fiS,  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Bli«  J  ooniUbloin  1680;  died  1683,  learioga  sonllKimai  and 
five  dan^ters.  His  relict  married  Solomon  Tnuy.  Thomas  SluDiai),8d, 
was  on  the  roll  of  1702. 


Smallbmt.     Mark  Sraallbcnt  died  Dec  26,  1696;   led  two  young 
daughters;   estate,  £148. 


Scalding,     Andrew,  son  of  Fliitip  Spalding,  was  baptiKcd  July  15, 
1722. 


Skarr,     Samuel,  son  of  Jonathan  of  Grolon,  married  Ann,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Caleb  Bushnell,  in  1727,  and  settled  in  Noi-widi. 


Sliehiey,  Amos,  1725. 


<9t«f(iard,  Thomas,  B  resident  in  Uio  jmrisli  of  New  Concord,  1708;  pres- 
ent at  a  church  meeting  in  1714. 
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&aiy.  Samuel  Story  and  wife  were  received  into  the  church  in  1722. 
They  came  undoubtedly  from  Ipswich.  The  inventory  of  his  estate,  taken 
in  172 G,  has  among  its  items,  ''a  wood-lot  in  Ipswich."  He  led  a  numer- 
ous family :  ^ve  sons  who  were  living  are  noticed  in  his  will,  the  children 
of  Ephroim  deceased,  and  six  married  daughters,  viz.,  Elizabeth  Hidden, 
Mary  Andrews,  Dorothy  Day,  Hannah  Nolten,  Anna  Pix>ctor,  and  Mar- 
garet Choate. 


Swelland.  John,  son  of  John  S  wetland,  was  baptized  in  1708 ;  another 
son,  Joseph,  in  1710.  The  family,  in  all  probability,  dwelt  near  the  west- 
em  bounds  of  the  town,  within  the  present  area  of  Salem. 


2'enny^  Joseph,  odm.  1723. 


Todd^  Thomas,  died  Aug.  29,  1727.    He  owned  one-third  of  a  sloop 
called  the  Norwich.    His  relict,  Martha,  married  a  Lathrop. 


Thomas^  Ebenezer,  adm.  1727.  He  owned  lands  in  Duxbury,  and  was 
probably  son  of  Jeremiah  Thomas  of  Marshfield,  bom  Nov.  1,  1703.  Eb- 
enezer, Simeon,  and  Thomas  L.  Thomas,  active  men  of  business  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  century,  were  his  sons.     He  died  Oct  IG,  1774. 


7\ihbs.    Mary,  wife  of  Joseph  Tubbs,  received  adult  baptism  in  1718. 


Walker^  Jonathan,  adm.  1722. 


Warrciij  Kobcrt,  a  resident  in  1713;  selectman  in  1721. 


Way,  John,  adm.  1722. 


Wehh,  John,  adm.  1705  ;  died  1728 :  estate,  £333  ;  inventory  presented 
by  his  son  John. 


WJntc,  Daniel,  adm.  April  30, 1723.     He  married  Elizabeth  Ensworth, 

June  10,  1723,  and  died  Sept,  9,  1727,  leaving  a  wife  and  three  small 

children.    Estate,  £407. 

IG 
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IWjiftiiw,  DwM,  17W. 


V!lMnH^JoMiik,adiit.l70Sj  Chada,  of  FntoB,  1C87. 


1RSiMy)%  John,  1718. 

JoMph,  adm.  Dee.  5, 1721.    He  eftwwwji  pwelwed  «  ftm  k  dte 
HorthPsiidiflrNewI 


TF^04  Tbonui,  a  rerident  in  1716. 

r,  adm.  Deo.  3, 1718 ;  married  Uaiy  Badd,  Ibidt  IS,  1718. 


Woodworth,  laaac,  adm.  1705 ;  died  April  1, 1711,  fearing  wUh  Ifdbii 
nd  nine  children  between  the  aget  i^  8  and  S7. 
UoMi,  adm.  1719. 


CHAPTER  xnr. 

SbTTLBRS  in  liONO    SOOIBTT,  OR   £A8T    NoRWIOn,  A7TBBWAJU>8  IHOLUDBD  IX 

Frbbtom. 

Some  of  the  earliest  grantees  on  tlie  Slietucket  river,  below  its  junction 
with  the  Qiiinebaiig,  were  Samuel  Andrews,  John  Reynolds,  Josioh  Rock- 
well, and  Robert  Roath.  These  grants  in  some  instances  crossed  the  river 
and  took  in  the  land  on  both  sides.  Reynolds  and  Rockwell  were  at  work 
upon  their  land  on  the  eastern  bank  when  attacked  by  the  Indians  in  1676; 
but  it  is  not  probable  that  any  permanent  habitations  were  reared  on  that 
side  until  after  the  conclusion  of  Philip's  war. 

The  Reynolds  farm  remained  long  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  A 
portion  of  it  was  sold  to  the  Water  Power  Company  in  1826  by  persons 
to  whom  it  had  descended  by  regular  inheritance. 

The  district  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  comprised  Long  Society,  or 
East  Norwich ;  but  tlie  grants  made  by  the  town  were  not  wholly  limited 
to  this  society.  A  considerable  portion  of  Preston  was  held  originally  by 
the  same  tonuro.  lU  earliest  laiul-ownei-s  and  inhabitants  settled  under 
the  authority  of  Norwich  and  were  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  the  town, 
included  also  in  the  same  church  bounds,  as  parishioners  of  Mr.  Fitch. 

In  all  probability  Greenfield  Larrabee  was  the  firet  settler  in  this  region, 
— the  first  actual  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Preston.  Next  to  him  we  may 
reckon  the  sons  of  Norwich  proprietors, — Thomas  Tracy,  Jun.,  Jonathan 
Tracy,  Samuel  Fitch,  and  Nathaniel  Lefiingwell,  who  were  cultivating 
farms  on  that  side  of  Slietucket  river  in  1680,  or  soon  afterward. 

The  lands  east  of  the  town  line  were  claimed  by  Owaneco,  and  used  by 
him  and  his  clan  for  their  roving,  hunting,  and  planting  grounds. 

The  following  entry  is  from  the  records  of  the  General  Court,  at  Hart- 
ford, May  10,  1079: 

"  Whcrcns,  Uncas  his  son  hath  damnified  Thomas  Tracy,  Jan.,  in  his  swine,  and 
Uncns  is  willing  to  make  him  satisfaction  for  the  same  in  land,  this  Coart  grants  him 
liberty  to  receive  of  Uncns  to  the  value  of  100  acres  of  land  for  the  said  damage,  if  ho 
•CO  cause  to  grant  it  to  him,  provided  it  bo  not  prejudicial  to  any  plantation  or  former 
grant  made  by  the  Court.  Lt.  Thomas  Tracy  and  Lt.  Thomas  Lefiingwell  are  ap- 
pointed to  lay  out  this  grant  to  the  said  Thomas  Tracy,  Jun.,  according  to  this  grant." 
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Thomas  Tmefs  fium  east  of  the  Shetuckel  was  not  fiir  from  Owaneoo's 
daim,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  swine  were  hiwAillj  slain  in  defenco 
of  his  corn-fields.  Bat  this  was  an  easy  way  of  settling  dis|iatess  the 
Indians  set  but  little  yalue  upon  theur  lands,  and  the  settlers  were  willing 
to  be  slightly  ''damnified,"  for  the  sake  of  the  indemnity. 

In  1699  Uie  formers  east  of  the  Shetucket  petitioned  the  town  that  they 
mig^t  be  relieyed  from  the  minbtry  rates  in  Norwicli,  and  pay  to  Preston. 
This  was  not  granted,  as  the  people  at  West  Farms  and  in  the  crotch  of 
the  rivers  were  similarly  situated,  and  the  privilege  could  not  be  consist- 
ently granted  to  aU. 

Amoi.*  Hugh  Amos  probably  came  from  Boston,  inhere  a  person  of 
his  name  was  living  in  1666.  He  was  propounded  for  freemanship  at 
Norwich  in  May,  1671,  but  an  earlier  notice  of  him  is  the  following: 

Sept  2S,  1670.  "A  eommitiee  of  three  penone,  John  Bradford,  Hugh  Calkins  and 
Thomas  Iiefflngwell  are  lo  agree  with  Hagh  Amoe  to  keep  the  ferry  oyer  Showtiicketl 
river." 

• 

This  was  after  the  privilege  of  keepmg  the  ferry  had  been  granted  to 
Samuel  Starr,  and  forfeited  by  him.  ^Hugh  Amos  and  his  neighbor 
Bockwell"  are  mentioned  in  1678  as  living  near  the  ferry. 

Amos  died  in  1707,  leaving  an  estate  valued  at  £410,  consisting  princi- 
pally of  housmg  and  570  acres  of  land.  His  children  then  living  were 
John,  Mary,  wife  of  Benjamin  Howard,  Samuel  (of  Stonington),  and 
Ann. 

Samuel  Amos  in  1085  obtained  a  deed  of  land  lying  ''between  Shunk- 
hungannuck  hill  and  Conaytuck  brook,"  of  the  sachem  Owaiicco.  A 
handsome  sheet  of  water  called  Lake  Amos,  in  the  south-east  part  of 
Preston,  near  tlie  line  of  North  Stonington,  probably  obtained  its  name 
from  him. 

Ayer,  John  and  Joseph  A;f  er,  or  Ayers,  emigrants  probably  from  Ips- 
wich, Mass.,  settled  at  Preston  and  North  Stonington  as  farmers. 

Joseph  Ayer's  farm  was  within  the  bounds  of  Norwich,  East  Society, 
and  he  was  admitted  an  inhabitant  in  1704.  Ilis  will,  dated  at  Norwich, 
Sept.  6,  1736,  but  not  proved  till  1747,  mentions  four  children — Joseph, 
Timothy,  Sarah  Hazen,  and  Abigail,  wife  of  Dennis  Manough. 

Benjamin.  Joseph  Benjamin  settled  in  Preston  about  1G90,  and  is 
supposed  to  have  come  from  Barnstable.     The  inventory  of  his  estate  was 

*  The  list  given  ia  this  chapter  of  early  settlers  docs  not  cover  the  whole  of  Preston. 
It  includes  only  those  who  settled  in  East  Society  under  the  authority  of  Norwich,  and 
others  whose  names  have  been  found  in  connection  with  the  town  at  an  early  date. 
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tAken  April  27,  1 704.  He  left  a  widow  Sarnh,  and  children  according  to 
the  inventory — "Joseph  aged  30,  John  22,  Ahigail,  Jemima,  Sarah,  Marj 
and  Marcy,  all  abotU  20."  The  appraisers  of  his  estate  were  Thomas 
Stanton.  Jonathan  Tmcy,  and  Samuel  Lcnnerson,  who  were  doubtless  his 
neighbors." 

John  Benjamin  died  Aug.  2,  171G. 

Belcher.  William  Belcher  of  Preston  died  Feb.  7,  1732.  His  will, 
dated  Sept.  6, 1731,  provides  for  wife  Mehitabel,  son  William,  and  brother 
Elijah ;  also  his  mother  and  sister.  His  estate  was  valued  at  £2,298. 
Among  his  bcfpiests  was  a  wood-lot  to  his  pastor,  Mr.  Hezekiah  Lord. 

BUUnfj$»  William  l»i Dings  is  suj>poscd  to  have  been  the  oldest  son  of 
William  Hillings  of  Slonington,  and  born  in  that  plantation  about  16G5. 
In  1701)  he  is  styled  "Capt.  William  Billings  of  Preston."  He  had  rights 
in  the  vohmtccr  lands,  probably  derived  from  his  father,  who  had  fought 
against  the  Indians  in  Philip's  war.  He  died  in  June,  1738.*  He  was 
the  father  of  Bev.  William  Billings,  who  graduated  at  Yale  in  1720,  set- 
tled in  the  ministry  at  Windham,  and  died  May  20,  1733,  leaving  an  only 
son  William,  afterward  known  by  the  same  style  and  title  as  his  grand- 
father, viz.,  Capt.  William  Billings  of  Preston.  This  last-named  Capt. 
William  died  Nov.  28,  1813,  in  the  88th  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried 
at  Poquetannock. 

Branch,  Peter  Bniiu'h,  probably  son  of  John  of  Soituatc,  had  his  cat- 
tlo-mnrk  rogistored  at  Norwich  about  IHSO.  He  died  in  1713,  leaving 
nine  cliiMren,  of  a^es  from  twenty-eight  years  down  to  seven.  In  settling 
the  estate,  it  uas  decided  that  a  division  could  not  be  made  witliont  preju- 
dice to  tlie  cliiMren,  and  testimony  to  tliat  eflect  was  presented  to  the  court, 
signed  by  tlie  following  persons,  wlio  were  doubtless  freeholders  in  the  dis- 
trict at  tliat  time : 

John  Ames,  Isaac  Morgan, 

Dnnicl  Brewster,  Ezekicl  Parke, 

Cnlcb  Forbes,  David  Koodc, 

John  Frccmnn,  Nnthnnicl  Tracy, 

iTo50|)h  Freeman,  Tliomas  Tracy. 
James  Morgan, 

Brown,  Tristram,  adni.  June  21,  171G;  the  birth  of  Samuel,  son  of 
Tristram  and  Mary,  recorded  the  same  year. 

^^TruMrnm  Brown  and  Abigail  Parke  were  married  28  Aug.  1722." 
This  was  probably  a  second  marriage  of  the  above. 


*  Joplnm  llonmslcad  of  New  I^onilon,  in  his  private  Diary,  says  that  Cnpt.  Billinga 
of  Prcr^tnn  nnd  Capt.  Wm.  Hyde  of  Norwich  wcro  burictl  the  same  day,  Juno  9,  1738. 
1'licso  were  men  of  note  in  their  respective  towns. 
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Oaiff  Nicholasi  owned  a  mill  in  Prestmii  and  there  died  in  1725 1  mp- 
poied  to  bare  eome  from  Sjllinglj. 
Isaac  Cady  died  in  1780. 

Oary,  Joseph,  had  knd  granted  to  him  in  1687,  ^near  CSapt  Standish'a 
fiurm.'' 

.  Clark  John  Clarki  carpenter,  adm.  1702 ;  died  1709,  leaving  a  wife, 
Mary,  and  children,  John,  Thomas,  Mary,  Phebe,  Isaac,  and  James^ — all, 
or  most  of  them,  of  matnre  age. 

Isaac,  adm.  1714 ;  selectman  1728. 

James  Ckrk  of  Norwich  died  1719. 

Chotf  lUchard.  A  deed  of  gift,  dated  Jaly  21, 1680,  is  recorded,  from 
Greenfield  Larrabee  to  Eichard  Gooke  of  Stonington,  of  thir^  acres  of 
land  ''oyer  Showtackett,  where  mj  now  dwelling  is,  proYided  he  remoTCS 
and  dwells  npon  if  Richard  Cooke  accepted  the  conditions,  was  after- 
ward admitted  an  inhabitant,  and  had  other  lands  granted  by  the  town. 
He  died  in  1695.  His  son  Obed,  bom  Feb.  1, 1681,  was  the  father  of 
.  Ch^t  James  Cook  of  Preston,  who  died  June  9, 1778,  in  the  62d  year  of 
Usage. 

Eliphal,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Capt  Cook,  married  OliTcr  Wood* 
worth,  and  died  Jan.  25, 1842,  aged  92,  making  but  four  generations  from 
the  settlement 

Coming.  This  name  is  found  early  in  the  Eiist  Society.  Josiah  and 
Nehemioh  Coming  were  born,  the  former  in  1703,  and  the  latter  in  1716. 
Both  are  interred  in  the  Long  Society  burial-ground. 

Dcmforthy  Thomas,  a  land-owner  in  1730,  perhaps  earlier. 

Damson.  Peter  and  Tliomos  Davison  were  early  inhabitants  of  (he 
East  Society,  or  Preston.  They  probably  came  from  Stonington.  Peter 
died  in  1706;  Thomas  in  1724;  and  a  second  Thomas  in  1741. 

Downer^  Jonathan,  adm.  1716. 
Samuel,  adm.  1721. 

Andrew,  a  resident  in  1723.  Dr.  Joshua  Downer  of  Preston,  bom  Aug. 
6, 1785,  was  a  son  of  Andrew. 

Downs.  John  Downs  and  Hannah  Rockwell  were  married  March  1, 
1693-4.     They  had  five  children  baptized  by  Mr.  Wootlward  in  1707. 

Joshua  Downs  of  Norwich  and  Mercy  Raymond  of  New  London  were 
married  Feb.  12, 1729-30. 
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Fitch,  Mr.  Samuel  Fitch,  son  of  the  Rev.  James,  was  one  of  the  ear- 
liest inhabitants  east  of  the  Shctuckct.  He  died  in  1725.  His  sons  were 
Ilczckiali,  Jabez,  and  Benjamin.  The  following  inscription  is  from  one  of 
the  oldest  grave-stones  in  Long  Society : 


HERE  LAIS  THE 

BODY  OF  DEACON 

BENJAMIN  FITCH 

DIED  OCT'R  19 

1727    IN  yc    37TH 

YEAR  OF  HIS  AGE. 


Forbes.  Caleb  Forbes  had  a  land  grant  in  1G72,  and  was  constable  on 
the  cast  side  in  1 G85.  His  marriage  with  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Gager, 
took  place  June  30,  1G81.  A  deed  from  Owaneco,  in  his  favor,  of  110 
acres  of  upland  and  meadow  ''south  of  Connoughtug  brook,"  bears  the 
date  of  Dec  10,1083. 

Deacon  Caleb  Forbes  of  Preston  died  Aug.  25,  1710.  His  estate  was 
estimated  at  £G25.  He  led  a  relict,  Mary,  and  five  children,  Sarah,  Caleb, 
Mary,  John,  and  Elizabeth. 

Francis^  David,  adm.  1 G97.  He  was  on  the  roll  of  inhabitants  in  1702, 
and  again  in  1718,  with  the  title  of  Sergeant, 

Freeman^  Joseph,  of  Preston,  1G98. 

Sergeant  Joseph  Freeman's  inventory  was  presented  at  the  county  court 
in  1706,  and  distribution  of  his  estate  ordered  to  his  three  sons,  John, 
Ebenezer,  and  James. 

'  Gates^  Stephen,  an  inhabitant  of  Preston  in  1720. 
Thomas  Gates  died  Oct.  24,  172G. 

Geer.  The  farm  of  George  Gcer  was  near  the  dividing  line  between 
New  London  and  Norwich,  cast  of  the  river,  and  was  afterward  included 
in  Groton.  He  married  in  1G59,  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Allyn,  His 
sons,  Joseph  and  Jonathan,  were  reckoned  f\s  inhabitants  of  Preston  in 
1687. 

GiddingSy  Nathaniel,  son  of  Nathaniel,  Ijorn  1705;  daughter  Elizabeth 
baptized  Sept.  19,  1715, 
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CRumer*    John  Gloyeri  a  grantee  of  1680,  it  on  the  roll  of  inhabitants 

in  170^  and  1718.    He  married  May  29, 1682,  Hannah ^  the  fiim- 

ilj  name  not  giy^i. 

Ifanh,  1684.  "  Gcmnted  to  Mr.  Brewiter  and  John  GloTer,  two  bits  of  land,  near 
ihflir  own  land,  on  tho  eaal  tiile  of  Showtuckel  riTer." 

HaakM^  Dyer,  adm.  Dec  1, 1718. 

Boger,  adm.  1716;  Daniel,  1728. 

Boger  and  Daniel  Haskell  were  brothers.  Tlie  former  died  in  1727. 
The  decease  of  Daniel  and  two  sisters,  Judith  and  Sarah,  took  pUice  dur- 
ing the  year  1780.  Daniel  left  an  estate  of  £850.  In  the  kst  will  and 
testament  of  Judith,  seyeral  of  the  bequests  are  suggestive  of  the  fashions 
of  the  day.  ^I  give  to  brother  Roger's  daughter  Zipporali,  my  Bible,  my 
silk  apron  and  pinners,  and  two  ribbons.  I  give  to  brother  Fitcli's  daugh- 
ter Abigail  my  chince  frock  and  stays  with  green  covering,**  &c. 

A  second  Boger  Haskell,  who  died  in  1759,  aged  67,  and  a  third  of  the 
same  name  in  1791,  have  stones  to  their  memory  in  the  Long  Socie^ 
burial-ground. 

SlgwiL  John  Hewit,  member  of  Norwich  church  in  1726,  had  a  son 
Solomon  baptised  March  80, 1729. 

BiOard,  Joseph,  1788. 

Zarrahee,  Greenfield,  from  Saybrook,  son  of  an  original  emigrant  of  the 
same  name,  married  Alice,  daughter  of  Thomas  Parke,  in  ]\Iarcli,  1 G73, 
and  settled  upon  a  farm  east  of  the  river,  near  his  fiither-in-hiw.  la  this 
new  location  ho  prospered,  acquired  large  lauds,  brought  up  a  family  of 
eight  sons  and  daughters,  and  lived  to  be  upwards  of  90  years  of  age. 
He  was  born  April  20,  1648,  and  died  Feb.  3,  1730. 

MaineVf  Zachariah,  1722. 

jUiXf  or  Meehs.  Tiiomos  Mecks,  son  of  Thomas  of  New  Iluvon,  and 
there  bom  in  1635,  married  June  30,  1G77,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Rev. 
James  Fitch.  He  settled  upon  a  farm  belonging  to  Mr.  Fitch,  east  of  tho 
Shetqcket.  A  tract  of  twenty  acres,  ^'  where  his  house  stands,"  was  con- 
firmed to  him  July  1 6, 1 G80,  as  a  free  gift  from  Mr.  Fitch  to  his  daughter. 
They  had  nine  children. 

Mr.  Mix  died  July  30, 1706.  His  son  Daniel  was  a  selectman  in  1725 
and  1726. 

Morgan,  Joseph,  of  Preston,  son  of  James  of  New  London  and  Groton, 
married  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Thomas  Parke,  "sometime  in  April,  1G70," 
says  the  record.  He  died  April  5,  1704.  He  had  one  son,  Joseph,  and 
six  daughters,  who  lived  to  maturity.     Estate,  £522. 
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Partshy  Samucly  adm.  171 6 ;  Benjamin,  a  little  later :  probably  sons  of 
John  of  Stonington,  who  died  in  1715. 

Parke f  or  Parks,  The  farm  of  Thomas  Parke  was  so  ambiguously  sit- 
uated that  it  took  a  coui-se  of  years  to  get  it  settled  into  an  abiding  position. 
In  1681  he  was  a  collector  of  taxes  for  New  Jjondon,  and  his  son,  Thomas 
Parke,  Jr.,  a  constable  of  the  same  town.  In  1G86,  the  latter,  without 
any  removal  of  residt»nce,  was  chosen  constable  for  Norwich.  A  year  later 
they  wcro  both  included  in  the  new  town  of  Preston.  Deacon  Thomas 
Parke  died  July  30,  1709  ;  his  son,  Thomas  Jr.,  had  previously  deceased. 

Robert  Parke,  second  son  of  Deacon  Thomas,  married  Rachel  Leffing- 
wcll,  Nov.  24,  1C81.  He  also  died  before  his  father,  (1707,)  leavmg  a 
second  wife,  IMary,  and  ten  children  between  the  ages  of  nine  months  and 
twenty-three  years.  Robert  Parke's  homestead  farm  was  within  the 
bounds  of  Groton ;  he  had  also  a  farm  at  Pachaug. 

Gapt.  John  Parke  of  Preston,  another  son  of  Deacon  Thomas,  and  prob- 
ably the  oldest,  died  in  1716.  In  the  division  of  the  estate,  the  widow 
Mary  received  that  part  of  the  farm  "on  which  old  deacon  Thomas  dwelt 
by  the  Great  Pond."     She  afterward  married  Salmon  Treat 

Nathaniel  Parks  in  1083,  was  a  neighbor  of  Josiah  Rockwell. 

Richards.  In  1713,  Deacon  John  Richards  of  Preston  asked  for  a 
confinnation  of  his  land.  William  Richards,  probably  a  brother  of  John, 
was  also  an  early  inhabitant  of  Preston.  No  connection  between  them 
and  the  Richards  family  of  New  London  has  been  traced.  William  died 
in  1721 ;  Jolui  in  175G.     13oth  left  descendants. 

Roath.  Robert  Roatli  married  in  October,  16G8,  Sarah  Saxton,  and  in 
1672  was  living  at  Norwich,  near  the  Shetucket  ferry.  In  1G80  the  road 
to  Po(iuctnnnock  was  laid  out,  beginning  at  the  house  of  Robert  Roatli, 
and  running  soutli  tlirongli  land  of  Owen  Williams.  Robert  Roath  had 
three  sons,  John,  Daniel,  and  Peter,  who  all  became  heads  of  families. 

Robinson,  Peter  Robinson  came  from  Martha's  Vineyard  about  1708; 
adm.  1712;  had  three  children  baptized  by  Mr.  Woodward,  (1711,  1713, 
1714,)  all  daugliters ;  removed  to  Windham,  probably  about  1720,  and 
was  one  who  assisted  in  forming  the  church  in  Scotland  parish,  1735. 

Israel  Robinson  was  a  resident  of  Norwich  in  1720. 

Rockwell,  Josiah  Rockwell  settled  at  Norwich  about  1670,  and  was 
slain  by  the  Indians  in  January,  167 6.  His  farm  was  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  Slieluckot,  near  the  road  to  Potjuetannock. 

The  parenln^^e  of  Jor^iah  Rockwell  has  not  been  determined  by  actual 
records,  but  j)resuniptive  evidence  connects  him  with  the  family  of  William 
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Bockweh  who  died  at  Windsor  in  1640.  Though  onlj  throe  sons  of  Wil- 
liam are  foand  on  record  at  Windsori  yi&i  Jolin,  Samaeli  and  Joseph,  it  is 
not  improbable  Ihat  Josiah  was  an  older  son  hj  a  previous  marriage.  He 
was  at  New  London  in  1658,  and  remained  there  ton  or  twelve  jears. 
He  then  removed  to  Norwich,  where  one  of  William  Bodcwell's  family-— 
Bnth|  wife  of  Christopher  Huntington — ^had  settled.  Among  his  children 
we  find  the  names  of  the  three  brothers  of  Windsor,  Joseph,  John,  and 
Samuel,  perpetuated ;  and  in  the  family  of  Samuel,  at  Windsor,  we  find  a 
Josiah.    These  are  hints  suggestive  of  a  relationship. 

Josiah  Bockwell  had  seven  children,  the  births  ranging  from  1658  to 
1676,  inclusive.  The  oldest  died  in  infancy.  His  marriage  is  not  re- 
corded, and  the  name  of  his  ^ife  has  not  been  traced. 

Bood.  John,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  Bood  of  Norwich,  had  a  home- 
lot  granted  him  in  1679,  ^on  the  other  side  of  Showtucket  river,  near  to 
his  undo  LeffingweU's."  He  died  in  September,  1706,  leaving  a  wife, 
Mary,  and  six  children^ — the  oldest,  John,  aged  16,  and  the  second,  Zach- 
■riah,  aged  14.  The  last  mentioned  was  probably  the  venerable  centenar 
rian  whose  grave-stone  in  the  Preston  burial-ground  has  the  following 
Interesting  record : 

In  Memoiy  of 

Mr.  Zachariah  Rode 

who  died  Feb.  lOth 

1795. 

in  the  103d  year 

of  Ilia  ogc. 


Horo  in  tho  history  of  mj  age. 

Men  who  review  mj  days, 
May  road  God's  Ioto  in  every  page, 

In  every  line  his  praise. 

Base.  Thomas  Rose  was  an  early  settler  in  the  southern  part  of  Pres- 
on.  His  name  acquired  notoriety  from  the  situation  of  his  dwelling-house. 
k  large  oak-tree  near  the  house  was  a  noted  boundary-mark  between  Nor- 
vich  and  New  London,  standing  as  a  stately  warder  precisely  at  the  south- 
jsai  comer  of  Norwich.  It  was  directly  upon  the  line  running  east  from 
he  head  of  Poquetannock  Cove  to  the  bounds  of  Stonington,  and  is 
•eferred  to  in  several  surveys,  acts,  and  patents. 

Thomas  Rose  married  Hannah,  daugliter  of  Robert  Allyn.  Under  the 
hadow  of  the  great  boundary-tree  they  both  lived  to  a  good  old  age.  He 
Lied  in  1743,  leaving  an  estate  valued  at  £2,498.  Ilis  wife  survived  him, 
md  he  left  also  a  son  Joseph,  and  six  daughters.  Another  son,  Thomas, 
Lied  before  his  father,  in  1783,  leaving  a  family. 
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Rudd,  Jonathan  and  Mercy  Rudd  were  married  Dec.  19,  1678,  and 
probably  settled  in  Norwich  about  that  time.  His  land  east  of  the  She- 
tucket  was  held  by  a  deed  of  purcliasc  from  Owaneco,  dated  Dec  10, 
1G83,  and  consisted  of  100  acres  on  Connoughtug  brook,  and  108  acres 
betwixt  Shunkhungannock  hill  and  Norwich  bounds.  He  appears  also  to 
have  had  other  lands. 

He  died  in  1G89.  In  the  distribution  of  his  estate,  his  wife  received 
£G0;  the  oldest  son,  Jonathan,  £117  ;  Nathaniel  and  Abigail,  each  £58, 
lOs.  "At  the  desire  of  the  widow,  Joseph  and  Richard  Bushnell,  Na- 
thaniel Rudd,  Thonijis  Tracy  and  Caleb  Forbes  were  appointed  overseers 
of  the  widow,  children  and  estate." 

Sptcer,  Thfc  first  Potor  Splccr  was  of  New  London  in  1GG6,  and  died 
in  1G95.  The  second  Teter  was  of  Norwich  in  1702  and  17 IG.  Samuel, 
adm.  Dec  20,  1715. 

SUmdish,  Josinh  (or  Josias)  Standish  was  a  son  of  the  renowned 
Miles  Standish  of  Duxbury.  His  first  wife,  Mary,  "dyed  and  was  buried 
at  Duxborough  July  1,  1GG5."*  His  second  wife  is  supposed  to  have 
been  Sarah,  daughter  of  Samuel  Allen  of  Braintrecf  The  earliest  notice 
we  obtain  of  him  in  this  neighborhood  is  from  a  deed  of  sale  dated  Feb. 
5,  1686,  from  "John  Parks  of  the  new  plantation,  east  of  Norwich," 
(Preston,)  to  "  Capt.  Josiah  Standish  now  in  Norwich,"  of  150  acres  of 
land  "over  Showtucket  river  upon  the  hill  between  Mr.  Fitch's  farm  and 
Pocketannuck,*' — consideration,  £22.  Witnesses,  Thomas  Bradford  and 
Simon  Huntington,  Jr.  Tlic  same  year  he  purchased  a  thousand-acre 
right  in  Windham,  near  where  Willimantic  now  stands. 

Capt.  Standish  died  in  IGOO.  The  widow  and  son  Miles  were  appointed 
administrators  on  his  estate.  We  may  assume  that  Samuel  Standish, 
licensed  to  tan  leather  in  Preston,  1706,  Israel  Standish  of  Preston,  1709, 
Josiah,  who  went  from  Preston,  and  was  one  of  the  firet  settlers  of  Staf- 
ford, 1719,  and  Lois,  wlio  married  Hugh  Calkins  in  170G,  were  children 
of  Capt.  Josiah. 

Allies  Slandish  of  Preston  died  in  1728;  left  relict  Elizabeth;  estate 
appraised  at  £919.11.3. 

In  his  inventory  arc  articles  that  harmonize  well  with  his  name, — viz., 
gini,  sword,  belt,  pouch,  and  bullets ;  a  Bible  and  Confession  of  Faith. 

Starkweather,  John  Starkwcatlier  was  an  early  inhabitant.  He  died 
Aug.  21,  1703,  leaving  a  widow  and  seven  children  between  the  ages  of 
12  and  26  years. 


•  Hist,  nnd  Gen.  Reg.,  8,  192. 
t  Ibid.,  10,  225. 
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Tyhr.  HofKistill  Tyler,  "an  aged  man,  died  in  1788.  He  left  a  wife, 
Mary,  and  four  ehildren,  yiz^  Hannah  Buawell,  Daniel,  James,  and  Hq»o- 
gtilL  Estate,  £818.  In  the  inyentory  of  his  wardrobe  is  '^a  close  bodied 
coat,**  yalued  at  £4, 5f .,  a  beaver  hat,  an  orange-oolored  doak,  and  a  muffl 

Wedg€f  Thomas.  Deborah,  relict  of  Tliomas  Wedge,  died  in  1708, 
leaving  seven  children,  viz^  John,  Mary,  Joshua,  Isaac,  Deborah,  David, 
and  Deliverance.    John  Bichanis  and  John  Tracy  witnessed  her  will. 

Joshna  was  on  the  roll  of  Norwich  inhabitants  in  1716. 

Wintwarik.  Paul  Wentworth,  a  son  of  Elder  William  Wentworth  of 
Dover,  N.  H.,  obtained  from  Owaneco,  the  Indian  sadiem,  a  lease  of  cer- 
tain lands  in  Mohegan,  to  which  he  removed  with  his  family.  He  was 
dismissed,  with  his  wife  Katherine,  from  the  church  at  Rowley,  where  he 
had  lived,  to  the  church  at  New  London,  June  29, 1707.  But  his  name 
does  not  appear  on  the  list  of  cliurch-members  at  New  London.  His 
fiurm,  though  within  the  limits  of  the  ecclesiastical  parish,  was  at  least  ten 
mUes  from  the  church,  and  the  intervening  country  was  almost  a  wilder- 
ness. He  afterward  purchased  lands  of  David  Francis,  in  East  Society, 
Norwich  $  removed  thither  and  was  accepted  as  an  inhabitant  of  the  town 
Dec.  20, 1715.  He  had  thirteen  children,  all  bom  before  he  came  to  this 
colony,  the  dates  ranging  from  1G80  to  1700.    lie  died  in  1750. 

Benjamin,  his  seventh  son,  married  in  1726,  Mohitable  Carrier.  Jnred 
Wentworth,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Mchitnble,  born  in  1728,  mnrriod  Abi- 
gail Wilson  of  Ashford.  The  residence  of  this  couple  wns  in  the  western 
part  of  Norwich,  near  Bean  Hill.  One  of  iheir  daugliters,  Zervinh,  bom 
April  12,  1767,  was  united  Nov.  28, 1790,  to  Kzckiel  Huntley.  The  only 
child  of  this  union,  Mrs.  L.  II.  Sigourney,  has  acquired  a  literary  fame 
second  to  that  of  no  female  in  the  country.  Ilcr  numerous  writings,  in 
prose  and  verse,  are  all  of  a  pure  and  elevated  tone,  calculated  to  chann, 
console  and  entertain  all  willing  reader,  and  particularly  to  mould  and 
invigorate  tlie  character  of  the  young. 

WiUiams.  Several  of  this  name  settled  at  an  early  date  east  of  the 
river. 

Owen  Williams  is  mentioned  in  1G69.  He  obtained  a  grant  of  land  in 
1G70,  '^near  Brewster's  in  the  path  that  goes  from  Showtuck  to  Pocketan- 
nuck."     He  died  in  1G80,  leaving  a  family. 

Joseph  Williams,  adm.  1702,  and  a  vote  passed  that  he  be  '^entered  as 
a  whole  share  man  respecting  lands." 

John  Williams,  apparently  an  original  emigrant,  not  connected  with 
others  of  the  name  in  this  neighborhood,  appeal's  early  in  the  next  century 
among  the  inhabitants.     According  to  family  traditions,  he  came  from 
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Wales,  and  was  born  in  1680.  His  first  wife  .was  Hannah  Knowlton.* 
His  residence  was  at  Poquctannock  village,  but  witliin  the  bounds  of  Nor« 
wich,  as  is  evident  from  his  serving  repeatedly  as  one  of  the  selectmen  of 
the  town,  in  1721,  1728,  and  aOcrward.  He  died  early  in  the  year  1742, 
leaving  a  widow  Mary.  His  will  provides  for  his  only  son  Joseph,  and 
sons-in-law,  Nathaniel  Giddings  and  James  Geer.  His  estate  comprised 
the  homestead  farm,  a  grist-mill,  fulling-mill,  a  wharf  and  two  warehouses 
at  the  Landing.  Among  his  personal  effects  were  five  negroes,  valued  at 
£600.     Total  estate,  £21,727. 

TIic  following  is  a  cotempornry  notice  of  his  death,  Jan.  12, 1741-2 : 

"  Cnpt.  tlolin  Willinms  died  at  Pockntonnock  of  pleurisy  aflcr  7  days  illness.  He 
was  a  good  comnionwcaltli's  man,  traded  macli  by  sea  and  land  with  good  sacccss  for 
many  years,  and  acquired  wholly  hy  his  own  industry  a  great  estate.  lie  was  a  very 
just  dealer  aged  about  60  ycars."t 

lirig.  Gen.  Joseph  Williams  of  Norwicli,  one  of  the  purchasers  of  the 
Connecticut  Reserve,  was  a  grandson  of  Capt*  John.  He  died  Oct.  3, 
1800,  aged  47. 

Witter y  Ebenezer,  of  Preston ;  died  Jan.  31,  1711-12.  He  lefl  a  wife, 
Dorothy,  and  seven  children,  Joseph,  Ebenezer,  William,  Elizabeth,  Mary, 
Dorothy,  Hannah.     Estate,  £729. 

Woodwardy  Daniel,  of  Preston,  died  in  1713;  left  wife  Elizabeth,  and 
twelve  children  from  eleven  to  tliirty -three  years  of  age.  Daniel  Wood- 
ward, Jr.,   administered  on  the  estate. 


In  1718  the  proprietors  of  Norwicli  cast  of  the  Shetucket  were  enume- 
rated. The  list  includes  only  property-holders,  who  were  voters  and  paid 
rates  to  the  ministry. 

Benjamin  Brewster.  John  Larrabco. 

Jonathan  Brewster.  Daniel  F^ningwcll. 

John  Cliirk.  Nathaniel  LeflhigwcU. 

Ohcd  Cook.  Daniel  Mix. 

John  Downs.  Jnmcs  Mix. 

Mr.  Samuel  Fitch.  Daniel  Boatli. 

David  Francis.  John  Rockwell. 

John  Glover.  Joseph  Kockwell. 

Matthew  Huntington.  Josiah  Rockwell. 

Andrew  Huntington.  Samuel  Rockwell. 

Greenfield  Larrahee.  John  Willinms. 

Nathaniel  Lorraheo.  Joseph  Williams. 


♦  History  of  the  Williams  Family,  p.  322. 
t  MS.  Diary  of  Joshua  Hempstead. 
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To  tbeM  wore  addal : 

Ifr.  WonblBgtoa  If  be  Mttla  then. 

Imm  Hnndngton  In  iff^t  of  Htuttwir  Gof. 

A^  thiM  halfaUn  man,  Bet^iab,  BM^uaia  nd  Jabv  mtdk 


Prashxi,  u  ftn  independent  town,  b^iu  with  tha  beginning  of  the 
jeut  1687.  The  petition  ot  the  iobabituits  to  the  Lef^blore  fi»  In- 
oorporatim  wu  in  October,  1666,  and  ligned  bj  TIkhoh  Parke^  8en^ 
Hmous  Ftaka  Jnn,  Thomu  and  Jonathan  Tntc^,  Hugh  Amos,  Jraar 
than  Bndd,  Caleb  Forbes,  John  Amos,  John  Rude,  Peter  Bnuich,  J»- 
Hph  Morg&a,  llioniai  Roee,  Daniel  Brewater,  Nathaniel  and  Sobn 
Parke,  Charles  'WiUlams,  Jonathan  Gerc^  Edward  Litell,  and  Jamea 
Smith, — 10  penona.* 

At  a  special  Coart  the  next  Januarjr,  the  potilion  was  granted  and  the 
bonnda  stated.  Its  limits  extended  oror  whnt  is  now  the  sontliem  port  of 
Griawold,  bat  the  chum  of  Norwich  oast  of  the  river  was  respected,  and 
no  part  of  Long  Society  included  in  the  new  town. 

The  FUntotion  Act  is  recorded  at  Preston,  signed  hy  Robert  ^\eat, 
Goremor,  and  dated  Jan.  13,  l&86.t  In  this  instrument  fifteen  penrai 
are  named,  comprising  (ho  largest  londkoldors,  but  several  of  (hem  were 
not  actual  inhal^lants. 

Hugh  AmM.  Tliomiu  Parke. 

Joliu  Avory.  John  Plumlio. 

Tliomu  Aybtj.  Tlioiniu  Iton. 

BunjmmiD  Bromler.  Jonatlinn  liadd. 

Colib  Forbes.  JdIiq  Stanton. 

Cipt.  Samuel  Mason.  Jotiatliua  'tnej. 

Epbraim  Miner.  Thomu  Tracj. 
John  Parka. 

The  whole  number  of  those  who  were  embodied  in  the  plantation,  and 
agreed  to  assist  in  supporting  a  minister,  wus  31.  Jonnthim  Tntcy  was 
the  first  Recorder. 

A  quilrclaini  and  conflrmatorf  deed  wna  obtained  Mnrch  17,  1687, 
firom  the  Mohegnn  sachem,  of  the  new  township,  comprising  a  tract  firo 

•  Conn.  Col.  Rm.,  8,  sao. 

t  There  ii  probablj'  an  error  of  a  few  tlnj^  in  tliig  date.    The  Special  Court  mM  to 
confirm  the  grant  and  atals  the  bonnJa,  Jan.  S6. 
See  Conn.  Col.  Bcc.,  3,  322. 
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miles  in  length  between  Stonington  and  Norwich.    It  purports  to  be 
from 

^Oaneco  to  Capt  James  Fitch,  Capt.  Josiah  Standish,  Thomas  Parke, 
Sen.,  Jonathan  Trasj,  Thomas  Trasj,  Joseph  Morgan,  and  all  the  rest  of 
the  inhabitants  living  in  New  Pruonr 

Signed* 

The  mark 


Witnesses : 

John  Morgan. 
John  Stanton. 
The  mark  cxD  of  John  Uncas. 


The  following  instrument,  signed  bj  Owaneco,  is  dated  Dec.  22,  1680: 

Whereas  at  a  General  Coart  in  Hartford  May  13, 1680,  my  father  Uncas  had  liberty 
to  dispose  unto  me  his  land  upon  Qninnabaug  river  and  the  Court  at  the  same  time 
granting  mo  liberty  to  dispose  of  it  unto  gentlemen  among  them,  as  I  should  see  cause 
to  do,  and  a  good  part  thereof  I  have  disposed  of  already,  but  finding  that  some  through 
their  great  importunity  and  others  taking  advantage  of  me  when  I  am  in  drink,  by 
causing  mo  to  sign  deeds,  not  only  wronging  myself,  but  may  spoil  it  ever  being  a 
plantation — for  these  and  other  reasons  I  make  over  all  my  right  and  title  of  any  and 
of  all  my  hinds  nnd  meadows  unto  my  loving  friend  James  Fitch  Jr.  for  him  to  dispose 
of  as  he  shall  see  cause. 


CHAFTBB  XV. 

HBrnnrr^  cm  botwbm  thb  Bitbbs,  vow  Lisbov. 

» 
The  laige  tract  of  land  Ijing  between  the  crotch  of  the  riyera  Sh»- 

tacket  and  Qumehaog,  was  acknowledged  bjr  the  English  to  be  a  part  of 

the  Mdiegan  territory.    At  an  early  period  it  was  inhabited  hj  a  band  of 

Lidians  tribotarj  to  Uncas,  called  hy  the  first  settlers  Showtnd^ets.    The 

town  of  Norwidi  claimed  this  land  as  belonging  to  their  oonunons. 

Nk  S5,  less. 

**  Tiie  towns  hsTing  leriomlj  taken  into  their  eontideiation  the  condttioa  of  Awan- 
seo^  the  Sachtm,  being  in  heieid  of  the  Iom  of  hie  Sschomsliip  for  want  of  land  to 
aoeommodate  liii  eabjccte,  for  hie  ndicfe  herein  the  towne  hsye  eeen  eanio  to  give  vato 
tiis  esid  Awaneoo  a  pereell  of  lend.  Thomee  Tncj,  Thomee  Leffingwell  and  John 
Poet  are  to  laj  ont  to  him  200  or  900  aeret  at  their  diecretion  near  Showtackel  rifsr, 
and  shotting  eontherlj  on  Qneenapaog  riyer,  eeenred  also  to  his  beln  and  saooossois 
bat  not  la  their  power  to  sUenato  any  part  of  it.' 


M 


To  this  grant  certain  regulations  were  attadied  in  regard  to  fencing  and 
Jceeping  cattle  and  swine.  Notice  was  also  given  tliat  all  trespassing  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  Norwich  must  be  satisGcd  according  to  English  law,  and 
the  act  concludes  in  this  manner : 

"  It  is  farther  engaged  by  Oweneco,  that  wherooB  as  ho  hath  received  these  lands  bj 
gift  from  the  town  of  Norwich,  the  town  does  order  that  he  shall  forbear  on  the  Sab* 
bath  day  from  working,  hunting,  fishing,  or  any  servile  labor,  and  if  any  of  his  subjects 
be  found  guilty  of  this  violation,  they  shall  bo  liable  to  bo  punished,  and  to  those  said, 
and  abovo  specified  particulars,  tho  suid  Owenoco  doth  bind  and  engago  himself,  his 
hefars  and  lawful  successors." 

Consented  to  and  subscribed  by  OwaneoOy  March  22,  1669. 


Witnesses : 

James  FiTcn, 
John  Mason,  Jb. 


'W^^ 


Mark  of  fl         P  ^*  Owenneko. 
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On  this  grant  the  sachem  gathered  his  special  clan,  probably  some 
twenty  or  thirty  families.  An  annual  tribute  of  ten  deer-skins  was  at 
first  demanded  of  (hem,  but  the  scarcity  of  deer  in  the  vicinity  rendered 
that  regulation  a  dead  letter.  Moreover  the  village  was  soon  broken  up 
by  the  war  with  Philip,  which  called  the  sachem  and  his  wan-iors  to  the 
field,  and  scattered  the  women  and  children  among  their  neighbors. 

When  the  conflict  was  over,  a  part  of  this  tract  was  assigned  to  the 
Indian  fugitives,  called  Surrcnderers,  and  in  May,  1G78,  Mr.  Fitch  re- 
ported to  the  government  that  twenty-nine  families  of  this  class  liad  settled 
upon  it  under  the  supervision  of  the  English. 

By  a  deed  of  trust,  Dec  22,  1G80,  Owaneco  assigned  to  James  Fitch, 
Jr.,  the  care  and  dis[)osition  of  all  his  lands  on  Quinebaug  river.  A  few 
years  later,  ahftohite  deeds  of  sale  of  these  and  other  tracts  of  land  were 
executed  by  the  sachem  in  favor  of  the  same  Capt.  Fitch. 

In  1GD5,  Owaneco  and  Capt.  Samuel  Mason,  who,  by  his  own  choice 
and  the  authority  of  the  government,  had  been  appointed  his  trustee, 
requested  that  a  committee  of  the  town  should  be  empowered  to  survey 
the  300  acre  grant  and  fix  its  bounds. 

The  next  year,  Capt.  Fitch,  being  then  proprietary  clerk,  recorded  tlie 
whole  grant  to  himself,  as  included  in  the  large  purchases  he  had  made  of 
Owaneco  in  1G84  and  1G87.  The  town  entered  a  formal  protest  against 
the  claims  of  Capt.  Fitch,  particularly  to  the  300  acres  at  Quinebaug 
Falls,  which  had  been  guarantied  to  the  Indians  with  a  proviso  that  it 
sliould  not  be  alienated. 

The  coui*se  of  CapL  Fitch  in  regard  to  these  Indi;m  purchases  was  dis- 
tasteful  to  the  town,  and  no  clear  account  can  be  given  of  the  basis  upon 
which  the  diiruMilty  was  sctllod.  Apparently  tlie  town,  after  some  mur- 
muring, actpiiosccd  in  the  claim  of  Cupt.  Fitch  to  what  was  called  the 
1800  acre  grant. 

Capt.  Filcli  sold  this  grant  in  1G94  and  *95,  to  certain  purchasers  from 
Ipswich,  I^Iass.,  viz.,  Joseph  Safford,  Richard  Smith,  Meshach  Farley, 
Matthew  Perkins,  and  Samuel  Bishop. 

Joseph  and  Jacob  Perkins,  also  of  Ipswich,  purchased  a  tract  between 
the  rivers  in  1 005,  of  John  Fitch,  and  subsequently  bought  also  a  part  of 
tlie  1800  acre  grant  from  the  former  purchasers. 

Scttlcnienls  were  immediately  commenced,  and  in  1718,  sixteen  persons 
on  the  roll  of  accepted  inliabitants  were  characterized  as 

Farmers  in  yo  Crotch  of  yc  Rivers. 

Sftmiicl  Bishop.  Samacl  Lotlirop. 

Siniiiicl  Coy.  Jabcz  PcrkitiB. 

Klcnxcr  Jowctt.  Joseph  rcrkins. 

Dftvid  Knight.  Josiah  Rcftd. 

Dnnicl  Longbottom.  Josiah  Head,  Jr. 
17 
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SamDel  wd  John  Buhop  were  eorlj  aetUen  in  thia  dutrid.  Tbaj 
were  probably  brothers  and  aona  or  grandiona  of  lliimwa  Uiaiiop  of  I|)a- 
wicb.  Sanmel  married  in  1706,  Sarah  Forbea.  John,  in  1718,  married 
Mar;  Bingham.     Samael  was  adm.  I70S,  and  John  in  1710. 

HalUiew  Coy  obtained  a  gmnt  of  land  east  of  the  Shetndiel  in  1685. 
His  caUl&-mark  wu  registered  still  earlier.  He  was  probably  tliat  Hal- 
tliew  Coy  (son  of  Uatthew)  wbose  birth  was  recorded  ot  Bast<»  Sept.  6, 
}656. 

Samuel  Coy  of  Nowent  may  have  been  a  brother  or  a  son  of  Matthew, 
liut  no  snch  connection  has  been  traced.  He  had  a  son  Abmham  bnptisvd 
'     in  1719. 

Eleazer  Jewett,  Dec  fi,  1696,  purcbBied  of  Uessr?.  Waterman  and 
Bnsbneli,  agents  of  the  town,  75  acres  of  land  near  the  Shetudcet  river. 
He  is  supposed  to  iUTO  come  from  Rowley,  Mass.  His  son,  the  seoood 
£lea>er  Jewett,  died  in  1747,  at  which  time  the  &ther  was  still  living; 
The  third  of  the  name  was  the  founder  of  Jewett  Cily  village. 

Pirid  Knigbt  married,  March  17, 1691-2,  SonUi  Backus.  Lud  WM 
granted  Mm  in  1700,  for  repairing  tlie  meeting-house  and  school-boiiss. 
H«  died  in  1744. 

Daniel  Longbotlom  wna  nu  iiilmbitnnt  in  1G98,  and  woh  clioa<-n  one  of 
tlie  surveyors  in  1702.  Himself,  wifo  anil  six  children  were  biiplizud  by 
Mr.  Woodward  in  September,  1718.     He  died  in  1729. 

Jabez  and  Joseph  Perkins,  ndm.  1701,  were  sons  of  Jacob  Pcrkina  of 
Ipswich,  and  commenced  their  agricultuml  improvements  between  the 
rivers  in  1095,  holding  tlieir  land  in  common  until  17liO,  when  it  was 
equally  divided  between  Itiem.  Joseph  died  in  172(i,  and  Jabez  in  1742. 
They  left  large  estates  and  thriving  families. 

Joaiiih  Read  has  been  already  noticed  aa  one  of  tlio  originnl  proprietors 
of  Norwich.  His  four  sons  are  here  enumerated  with  him  as  independent 
land-owners  and  accepted  inhabitants. 

Samuel  Rood  was  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Samh  Rood,  and  bom  in 
IG66.  In  1687  he  become  a  houBehuIdcr,  having  his  nfidcnce  "bdow 
Showtuckctt  Falls." 

Henry  Wnllbiidge  wns  an  accepted  inhal>itnnl  in  1702.  ^Villiain  id 
mentioned  in  1719;  Amos  in  1721. , 
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Ricliard  Adnms,  though  not  on  the  list  of  1718,  was  an  earlj  proprietor 
between  the  rivers.  He  probablj  came  from  Sudbury,  and  may  have 
been  the  soldier  of  that  name  who  was  wounded  in  the  great  swamp  fight 
with  the  Narragansetts,  Dec,  19,  1675.  His  wife,  Rebecca,  was  received 
into  full  communion  by  Mr.  Woodward  in  1708,  and  three  of  his  children 
baptized.  lie  died  Aug.  24, 1 728.  Ilis  will  mentions  ten  children,  among 
whom  wore  four  married  daughters,  Hannah  Bacon,  IVlary  Baldwin,  Abi- 
gail Brown,  and  llebccca  Haggitt. 

William  Adams,  perhaps  brother  of  Richard,  died  in  1727.  Eliashib 
Adams,  of  Preston,  died  May  15,  1733. 

John  Safford  is  mentioned  as  an  inhabitant  of  Norwich  in  1608.  John, 
Joseph  antl  Sohmion  of  the  next  generation  were  probably  his  sons. 

John  Lambert  was  an  early  resident  in  Newent  Societ}'.  He. died  July 
30,  1727. 

Another  name  found  in  this  society  at  an  early  period  is  that  of  Bum- 
ham.  Elenzar  Burnham  was  recognized  as  an  inhabitant  in  1703.  He 
was  probably  the  son  of  Thomas,  and  born  at  Ipswich  in  September,  1678. 
lie  married  Lydia  Waterman,  Nov.  20,  1708,  and  died  in  1743. 

James  Burnham,  admitted  as  an  inhabitant  in  1710,  married,  in  1728, 
Elizabeth  Hough,  and  died  May  22,  1757. 

Aaron  Burnham,  a  seaman,  first  mentioned  in  1718;  cattle-mark  en- 
rolled in  1720 ;  died  Aug.  18,  1727,  His  will  was  proved  at  Ipswich, 
Oct.  9  of  that  year.     His  wife  was  the  sole  legatee. 

Bcnjauxin  Burnham,  adm.  172G,  married  April  20,  1727,  Mnry  Kins- 
man,    m  (lird  Oct.  15,  1737. 

The.^e  four  p(n*sons  came  from  Ipswich  before  1720.  The  Kinsmans, 
Palmers  and  Stovenses  were  later  emigrants,  probably  from  the  same 
place.  The  Ivovclts  came  from  Beverly ;  the  Rathbuns  from  Block 
Island ;  and  Tliomas  Crosby  from  Barnstable.* 

Robert  Kinsman  was  admitted  an  inhabitant  Dec.  5,  1721.  He  was 
one  of  the  selectmen  in  1725  and  1728. 

The  settlement  of  Newent  was  for  many  years  obstructed  by  the  diver- 
sity of  claims  arising  from  a  confusion  of  grants  and  conveyances.  In 
1723  a  committee  was  appointed  "to  enquire  into  and  gain  as  good  an 
understanding  as  they  can  come  at  res[)ccting  the  Indians  land  in  the 
Crotch  of  Quincbaug  and  Showtucket  rivers."t 

♦  Ilalf-Ccntiir)'  Sermon  of  Uov.  liCvi  Nolnon  of  LiHlion,  1854. 

t  After  this  Iiidinn  rescrvntion  lind  been  cnlircly  rlenred  of  nntivo  occnjmnts,  one  of 
tlio  Kn;;lish  owners  found  nt  n  rertnin  time  nn  old  Indiiin  woninn,  wlio  lind  conio  from 
ndiHtnnec,  Inirkin^  liirt  birch  trccfl  and  otherwise  trespiu.-ing  ui>on  his  grounds;  niid 
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In  1725y  the  proprietors  of  the  common  and  undivided  land  put  mi  end 
to  all  controyersj  by  giving  a  quit-claim  deed  to  Capt.  Jabes  Perkiu8»  Lt 
Samuel  Bishop,  TAr.  Joseph  Perkins,  and  Mr.  John  Saffbrd,  of  aU  tlie 
Indian  land  in  the  crotch  of  the  rivers,  and  of  all  contained  in  Miyor 
Fitch's  1800  acre  grant,  for  the  sum  of  £75,  money  in  hand,  paid  to  said 
proprietors,  provided  that  the  Indians  should  be  allowed  to  remain  and 
occupy  the  tract  that  had  been  secured  to  them.  To  these  purchasers  and 
to  those  who  should  claim  under  them,  the  town  confirmed  the  title  of 
reverrion.  The  Indians  dwindled  away,  and  in  1745  the  descendants  of 
Owaneco  and  other  principal  Mohegans,  for  the  sum  of  £187,  executed  a 
quit-claim  deed  of  the  Indian  reservation  in  favor  of  the  English  claim- 
ants. This  instrument,  which  extinguished  the  last  aboriginal  claim  to 
land  in  the  nine-miles-square,  was  in  substance  as  follows : 

Ann  alias  Catoih,  Betty  Ancom  widow,  Wedemow  daughter  of  Mahomet  deeeased, 
Ann,  otherwiae  young  Ben's  wife,  all  of  whom  are  deacendants  of  Owaneoo,  lata  aachem 
of  Mohegan,  and  the  said  young  Ben  or  Ben  Uneas  Jr.  and  Daniel  Paoganeek,  all  of 
Mohegan,  for  the  consideration  of  137  ponnda  in  bilb  of  credit — to  Capt.  Samoel 
Bishop,  Joaeph  Perkina,  Jacob  Perkins,  John  SaiTord,  Joiepli  SafTunl  and  Solomon 
SalToid,  to  all  of  them  in  proportion  aa  thej  now  postoaa— do  now  relinquish  all  right 
and  title  to  the  tract  of  800  acres  more  or  leaa  In  Newent,  in  the  crotch  of  the  riven 
Qnlnebaug  and  Showtacket,  called  the  Indian  Land,  abutting  aoutheaatcrij  on  the 
Qnhiebaug^April  0, 1748.*  • 

'       Witnesses,  Isaac  IIoiiTnioToir. 

Asa  WomraiiroToir. 

upon  remonstrating  with  her,  was  met  with  a  flery  and  indi)rnant  rejoinder.  "  This  land 
jours  1"  she  exclaimed.  '*  How  you  get  iti  Indian  land,  all  of  it, — you  while  lolka 
come  here,— drive  away  poor  ludion  and  steal  his  land, — that  tlio  way  you  get  it  1 " 

This  no  doubt  expresses,  in  a  homely  way,  the  feeling  of  many  of  the  aborigines,  aa 
from  time  to  time  they  Imve  relinquished  their  ancient  scats  to  the  whiles,  and  retired 
into  the  wilderness. 

*  Norwich  Deeds. 


/ 


CHAPTER  XVL 

MonSOANB  AND  THEIR   SaOIIBMB.      MaSON   CoNTROTBRST. 

It  is  a  singular  fact  that  while  the  Indian  Sachems  were  conveying  to 
the  English  large  tracts  of  land,  thcj  were  at  the  same  time  complaining 
of  want  of  room  for  their  own  accommodation.  The  habits  of  Uie  race 
made  a  large  extent  of  territory  necessary  for  their  subsistence.  They 
must  have  a  different  haunt  for  every  varying  season ;  forests  for  hunting, 
thickets  where  they  could  procure  materials  for  mats,  baskets,  brooms, 
pails,  bowls,  and  all  the  varieties  of  their  rude  manufacture,  as  well  as 
corn-fields,  and  stations  upon  the  sea-shore  and  river  banks  for  fishing.  In 
a  general  form  they  had  ceded  all  their  inheritance  to  the  English,  except 
the  tract  upon  the  river  between  Norwich  and  New  London,  where  Uncas 
had  his  royal  residence ;  and  here  the  fresh  settlers  were  crowding  upon 
them,  and  constraining  them  to  adopt  agricultural  occupations  and  fixed 
habitations  very  repugnant  to  their  roving  habits. 

lilore  than  thirty  deeds  are  recorded  in  the  Norwich  books,  bearing  the 
signatures  of  Uncn,s,  Owancco,  or  Joshua,  conveying  to  various  individuals 
tracts  of  land,  most  of  them  comprising  hundreds  of  acres.  Similar  deeds 
are  on  record  at  New  London.  Often  these  Indian  grants  overlapped 
and  covered  others,  leading  to  many  disputes  as  to  titles,  and  perplexities 
as  to  bound.-^,  which  entangled  the  rights  and  claims  of  the  settlers  in  an 
inextricable  maze.  One  is  almost  inclined  to  join  in  the  declaration  of 
Sir  Edmund  Andross,  that  he  did  not  value  an  Indian  deed  any  more  than 
the  scratch  of  a  caCs  paw. 

The  following  record  shows  that  an  amicable  settlement  of  all  differencea 
with  respect  to  land  claims  ajid  boundaries  took  place  between  the  town 
and  the  agoil  chieftain  of  the  Mohegans: 

Wlicrcflii  Uncnn,  SacIiciii  of  Molicgnn,  hath  of  lato  made  application  to  the  Town  of 
Nonvicli  for  8oinc  Kclcifo  wiih  Ucfcrcnco  to  a  small  Tract  of  Land  which  fell  oat  to  bo 
xvitliin  the  bonniH  of  the  Town,  on  the  south  Bounds,  over  the  Traiding  Cove  Brook. 
Thi^  Town,  Considering;  of  hii  Hc'iucst,  and  of  him  as  an  Old  Fribnd,  see  Came  to 
Gratify  him  with  the  said  Land  as  a  Gift  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever,  and  Whereas  the 
s**  Uncns  dolh  niso  Kccoii  upon  three  pouiidM  yet  due  to  him  as  arrears  of  the  pajmont 
of  the  pureluis  of  Norwich  Township,  thou(;h  there  is  nothing  appearing  how  the  said 
money  is  due,  neither  by  written  nor  any  other  Evidence — Yet  notwithstanding  tlio 
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Town  hftTO  Grtotcd  hit  detira  m  not  willing  to  dimtiofio  an  Old  Fkiuid  in  Midi  n 
tmall  matter,  and  tho  said  Uncat  Also  Declaring  hinuolf  to  lio  in  aomo  foaia  Bospeel- 
ing  his  Postoritj,  whotlior  thoj  majr  not  be  infringed  of  tlioir  Libert/  of  Fishing  and 
making  nso  of  the  Itirors  and  other  Royalties  bj  some  Rnglbh :  rtiat  being  tlie  Beasoa 
why  he  Qare  pUoe  at  tlie  Ant  that  we  slionld  run  the  line  of  the  Two  miles  on  tbo 
East  side  of  the  Qroat  Rirer,  Beginning  at  the  River:  We  also  satisfie  him  In  Uiis 
writing  about  it,  that  ho  and  his  successors  shall  finom  Time  to  Time,  and  at  all  timei 
have  full  and  ftee  Liberty  to  make  use  of  the  Rirers  and  poods,  with  other  BoyaMet 
as  aboTCsaid,  not  dobaring  Ourselves,  and  having  thus  done,  we  whose  names  are  snb- 
scribed  being  appointed  by  the  town  of  Norwich  to  treat  with  him  the  said  Uncas  npoa 
the  premises,  or  any  thUig  Bice  that  might  Conduce  to  mutual  satisfaction,  we  a^cd 
him  whether  now  he  was  fully  satisfied  as  to  the  former,  so  Concerning  any  thing  Bleo 
depending  between  him  and  us,  and  he  hath  declared  himself:  as  witness  by  his  band 
that  he  is  wvllt  satisvied  with  us  concerning  the  premises,  so  Respecting  all  our 
Bounds  and  boundaries,  and  particularly  Concerning'  the  Running  of  the  Line  on  the 
Rest  side  of  the  River,  and  Concerning  the  beginning  of  the  said  Line  at  the  River, 
and  the  end  of  said  Lhie  to  a  Tree  marked  near  the  Dwellinghouse  of  Robert  Allen : 
Dated  in  Nonrich,  September  1*S  1688 : 


The  mark      '     [cl         of  UNCAS. 


'    Thomas  LefflngwelL  *\ 

William  Baekns.         t         Bntered  in  Lib^  the  second  folio  1*S 
John  Birchard.  |    October  18*^,  1688. 

John  Traqr*  J 

By  me,  CumsTornBit  HoiiTiiroToir,  Recorder. 

The  exact  period  of  the  decease  of  Uncas  has  not  been  ascertained.  It 
is  supposed  to  have  occurred  in  the  fall  of  1G83.  The  latest  notice  of  liim 
that  has  been  discovered  is  tlie  acknowledgment  of  a  deed  bcroi*c  Samuel 
Mason  in  June,  1 688,  According  to  tradition,  the  last  two  or  three  years 
of  his  life  were  mostly  dozed  away,  half  stupid  in  his  wigwam.  It  was 
very  common  for  old  Indians  to  wear  out  in  tliat  way,  becoming  physically 
inert,  sinking  into  indifference,  and  dying  as  it  were  for  want  of  thought. 
An  active  mind  undoubtedly  assists  largely  in  keeping  the  vital  ix)wers  in 
motion.  It  is  said  that  the  English  in  passing  through  Mohcgan,  between 
Norwich  and  New  London,  would  oflen  tui*n  aside  to  tlie  royal  wigwam  of 
Uncas,  in  order  to  pay  the  chief  a  visit,  and  in  these  hitter  yeai*s  of  his  life 
were  wont  to  find  him  sitting  at  the  door  on  a  rudu  bench,  sleeping  in  the 
sun ;  sometimes  with  his  head  lolling  on  his  breast,  and  sometimes  bent 
forward  upon  his  hands,  leaning  on  a  staff.  It  was  difHcult  to  rouse  him 
;any  further  than  to  elicit  the  guttural  ugk  I  waugh  !  or  perhaps  a  listless 
Hosh-ah'tne  ?  How  do  you  do  ?  or,  Ty-an-noh  ?  How  do  you  feel  ? 

All  accounts,  Indian  and  English,  agree  that  he  was  brought  to  Norwich 
;and  interred  in  a  spot  previously  known  as  the  burial-place  of  the  Indian 
.sachems*     This  spot,  though  not  reserved  for  the  Indians  in  the  deed  of* 
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the  town,  nor  made  sure  to  them  aflerwards,  as  far  as  is  known,  by  any 
legal  instrument,  has  ever  since  been  used  by  them  as  the  cemetery  of 
their  royal  race ;  and  this  right  of  sepulture  has  not  only  been  conceded 
to  them  by  the  successive  proprietors  of  the  land,  but  several  times  ex- 
pressly recognized  by  the  town.  In  the  first  division  of  the  common 
lands,  April,  16G1,  ^the  Indian  Graves'*  was  included  in  the  grant  to 
Thomas  Tracy ;  upon  which  the  town,  by  way  of  exchange,  gave  him 
eight  acres  of  pasture  land  in  another  place.  And  though  the  same  spot 
was  nftcrwanls  granted  to  Klderkin,  it  was  stipulated  that  the  Indians 
should  always  be  allowed  to  pass  and  repass  up  the  cove  and  ravine  to 
their  burying-place,  and  to  cut  wood,  if  they  chose,  half-way  up  the  side- 
hill. 

The  following  subsequent  grants  seem  also  to  admit  the  Indian  priv- 
ilege : 

Dec.  20,  1679.  Given  to  Richard  BuslincII  a  small  piece  of  land  npon  ye  little  plaine 
near  the  land  of  the  Indians  where  the  burying  place  is,  upon  a  deep  yailey  that  goeth 
down  to  goodman  Elderkin's. 

Granted  to  Samuel  Tracy  (1690)  six  acres  on  the  Little  Plain,  "  by  the  Indian  bnry- 
in*;  place,  al)iit(ing  west  on  Indian  lami"  and  running  south  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  and 
John  Elderkin's  laud. 

The  Plain  and  the  laud  around  the  Falls  were  regarded  as  peculiarly 
Indian  land,  probably  on  account  of  the  vestiges  led  behind  of  former 
Indian  occupation.  We  have  ventured  to  fix  the  residence  of  that  old 
Indian  sachem  who  claimed  the  territory  before  the  English  came  to  Con- 
necticut, in  this  neighborhood. 

The  savage  loves  the  waterfall ;  it  diverts  his  loneliness.  He  settles  in 
its  neigliborliood ;  its  roar  is  his  music ;  the  smooth  water  below  is  the 
path  for  his  ciinoc ;  the  fish  at  its  feet  arc  his  food.  Hero  he  lays  up  his 
winter  store,  and  the  plains  above  are  the  fields  for  his  corn.* 

Here  then,  perchance,  stood  the  wigwams  of  that  ancient  tribe,  and 
either  by  them  or  their  immediate  successors,  the  Mohegans,  this  spot  was 
set  apart  for  the  burial-place  of  their  sachems.  Here  the  father  of  Unca.^, 
with  Unciis  himself,  and  his  sons,  and  his  grandson  Cicsar,  and  his  great- 
grandc^ons,  those  nominal  sachems,  15en  and  Sam  Uncas,  were  gathered. 
And  in  later  days,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  descendants  of  the  old  chief 
have  melted  away,  the  earth  in  this  romantic  cemetery  has  opened  to 
receive  their  remains. 

*  About  tlic  year  1830,  the  gardener  of  Mr.  William  C.  Oilman,  in  turning  up  the 
soil,  Rlruck  upon  a  consiflcniblc  dcpo.^it,  half  a  peck  or  morc,  of  Indian  arrow-heada, 
not  only  of  quartz,  but  flint  and  other  hard  stones  not  indigenous  to  the  region.  This 
was  on  the  high  bank  of  the  Cove  below  the  Falls. 

On  tiic  riniii  above,  numerous  arrow-heads  bavo  been  gathered  from  time  to  time, 
ond  are  still  oceosioually  turued  up  by  the  spado  or  plough. 
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Bat  it  has  probabty  received  its  lateet  guoef|  and  bonoeforth  ft  it  a 
sealed  tomb.  The  race  of  tlie  Sadicma  la  cxUiict.  Tlie  last  feeble  cur- 
rent of  its  blood  baa  ceased  to  flow.  No  one  remains  wbo  baa  anj  claim 
to  the  coveted  privilege  of  sleeping  at  the  feet  of  Uncas  and  Owaneoo. 

Owaneoo  died  In  1710.  The  deeds  signed  by  him,  on  record  in  Nor- 
wiebi  New  London,  Preatony  and  aome  other  towna,  are  nmnerona  and  of 
vaat  import;  comprising  large  farma  and  amall  farmai  towna  and  dlatricta, 
estimated  often  hj  milea.  The  condition  expreaaed  ia  frequently  of  this 
nature :  **To  my  yerj  good  fnend  John  Poati  for  the  love  and  friendablp 
received  from  him,''  200  acrea  In  1685 ;  to  larael  Lotbrop^  ^for  kindneaaes 
received  and  three  coata  in  hand  paid,"  150  acrea  in  1695 ;  '4o  Richard 
Buahnell,  for  kind  and  free  entertainment  for  many  years,"  400  acrea  in 
1699. 

Attawanhood,  allaa  Joshua,  the  brother  of  Owaneco,  waa  another  noted 
land-grantee,  but  bia  deeda  are  lesa  numeroua  than  thoae  of  the  elder  chief. 
Titlea  In  Colcheater,  Lebanon  and  Windham  are  in  moat  Inatancea  derived 
fix>m  Joshua  Uncas,  who  waa  considered  rather  aa  a  river  chief,  bia  prin- 
dpal  haunta  lying  towarda  the  Connecticut 

The  algnaturea  or  totema  of  tliese  three  sachems,  affixed  to  tlie  various 
deeda  executed  by  them,  diaplay  aa  much  uniformity  aa  ia  uaually  found  In 
common  hand^writlng  at  different  perioda.  The  algnaturea  of  the  deed  of 
Norwich  preaent  a  fiur  aample  of  each.  Uncaa  In  tliat  Instance  drew  only 
the  anna  and  body  of  a  man,  witli  a  atroke  to  ropreaent,  perhaps,  the  heart 
He  aeema  always  to  have  aubacribed  tlie  rude  outline  of  a  human  figure, 
or  the  prominent  parta  of  It  Tlie  totem  of  Owaneco  la  aiipposed  to  rep- 
resent a  turkey.  The  head  is  turned  to  the  right  Joshua's  sign-mnnuol 
is  a  slender  four-legged  animal,  with  a  conspicuous  tail,  and  the  head  to 
the  lefl.  It  might  be  token  for  a  fox,  rabbit,  or  wooddiuck,  but  in  all 
probability  was  designed  by  the  sachem  to  Represent  the  familiur  chip- 
muck, or  striped  squirrel. 

Notwithstanding  the  title  of  Sachem,  and  the  lordly  idea  attached  to  the 
disposing  of  such  extensive  regions  as  they  wei*e  accustomed  to  convey  to 
their  friends,  these  chieflains  were  but  little  elevated,  either  in  their  habits 
or  morals,  above  the  common  level  of  savages.  Owaneco  wus  in  his  youth 
a  bold  warrior,  and  an  enterprising  partizan.  His  exploits  at  the  Narra- 
gansett  fort  fight,  and  through  the  whole  of  Philip's  war,  obtained  for  him 
considerable  renown. 

But  in  maturer  years,  destitute  of  the  stimulus  of  war  and  the  chose, 
he  used  to  wander  about  with  his  blanket,  metomp  and  sandals,  his  gun 
and  his  squaw,  to  beg  in  the  neighboring  towns,  quartering  himself  in  the 
kitchens  and  out-houses  of  his  white  acquaintances,  and  presenting  to 
strangers,  or  those  who  could  not  well  understand  his  imperfect  English, 
^  brief  which  had  been  written  for  him  by  Mr.  Richard  Bushnell. 
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It  was  as  follows : 

Onoco  king,  his  qaocn  doth  hring, 
.  To  beg  a  little  food; 
As  they  go  along,  their  friends  among, 
To  trj  how  kind,  how  good. 

Some  pork,  some  beef,  for  their  relief, 

And  if  yoa  can't  spare  bread, 
She'll  thank  you  for  pudding,  as  they  go  a  gooding. 

And  carry  it  on  her  head. 

The  last  line  alludes  to  the  Indian  custom  of  bearing  burdens  in  a  sack 
upon  the  shoulders,  supported  by  a  bark  strap  called  a  metomp,  passing 
across  the  forehead.  ' 

AOcr  the  death  of  Joshua,  his  son  and  heir,  Abimilcch  Joshuason, 
claimed  the  greater  part  of  what  is  now  Lebanon.  In  1693,  he  gave  a 
power  of  attorney  to  Major  James  Fitch  and  Lieut.  Thomas  Leflingwell, 
to  settle  the  bounds  between  his  land  and  the  towns  of  Norwich  and  Wind- 
ham. Toward  the  latter  he  claimed  that  the  Willimantic  river  was  the 
true  boundary. 

In  1716,  Cajsar,  who  is  styled  "the  Prince  and  Sachem  of  Mohegan," 
made  several  conveyances  of  land  to  individuals.  One  was  to  Capt.  Rob- 
ert Denison ;  another  to  Lieut.  Bcnajah  Bushnell,  of  two  parcels,  lying 
between  Trading  Cove  brook  and  the  south  line  of  Norwich. 

Denison *s  purchjxse  lay  **  northward  of  Norwich  purchase  line  and  south 
of  the  bounds  granted  by  the  town  to  ye  Mohegan  Sachem."  The  title 
was  allowed  by  the  town,  and  all  claim  to  the  land  released  in  1720. 

Cirsar  w:us  tlie  youngest  son  of  Owaneco,  and  died  in  December,  1722. 
He  was  succeeded  by  \\(tn  Uncjis,  usually  ciilled  Major  Ben,  a  descendant 
of  Uncus  by  an  inferior  wife.  The  exact  date  of  the  decease  of  Major 
Ben  is  ascertained  from  a  private  diary  kept  at  New  London. 

Feb.  11,  1725.    Ben  Uncns,  the  king  of  tlie  Mohcgans,  died  yesterday. 

His  son  and  successor,  Ben  Uncas  2d,  had  been  brought  up  in  the  fam- 
ily of  Cnpt.  John  Mason,  and  was  the  first  of  the  sachems  who  discarded 
the  old  Indian  customs,  and  adopted  the  dress  and  modes  of  living  current 
among  his  neighbors,  the  English  residents.  Ho  married  Ann  Mazzeen, 
a  grand-daughter  of  Uncas  in  the  female  line. 


/ 
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Habom  CoHTaovsaar. 


It  seenu  to  have  been  genenllj  coocoded  hj  tba  BnglUh,  Ihat  the  ult»> 
iter  rig^t  to  dispoM  of  Und  in  this  r^on  belODged  to  Uocaa.  Tho  Gor- 
emor  and  Componj',  bowerer,  daimed  that  he  tnuufened  iLii  riglit  to 
them  hj  a  deed  of  Sept  26, 1640.  llief  aaierted,  moreoTer,  that  Ito  bad 
oonQrmed  and' ratified  the  anrrender  at  a  Babieqnent  period  thnragh  Ihu 
agency  of  CapU  Haaoa. 

In  1669,  before  the  aMlemeat  of  Nonrieh,  Haion  hrul  obttdnod  of 
Uncai  and  hii  brother  a  general  deed  of  all  the  lands  lielongiDg  to  them, 
not  then  actaally  oocopied  by  the  tribe.  In  this  badness,  it  «ras  generally 
onderttood  that  he  acted  as  the  agent  of  the  colony,  and  it  was  proved  tqr 
the  State  Records  that  he  foimally  rarrendered  his  ckum  to  the  Graicral 
Ooort,  Uarch  14,  1660  • 

The  desceadanta  of  Uason  denied  tba  Talidity  of  this  transactjon,  vr 
qneatioDed  its  design,  asserting  that  the  conveyance  made  to  th«r  ancestor 
was  with  the  intent  to  secure  those  lands  to  the  Indians,  by  potting  it  out 
of  th^  own  power  to  oonvey  them  to  others,  that  Mason  received  them 
■•  their  trustee,  and  had  passed  over  to  the  otdony  merely  the  right  of 
jntisdictioo,  not  the  ownership  of  the  luids. 

The  Indian  sachems  were  thus  enoouraged  by  the  Masons  and  their 
ftMtj  to  r^ard  themselves  as  the  riglitful  owners  of  all  the  unsetiled  lands 
In  this  part  of  Connecticut.  Out  of  these  promises  a  long  and  Iroublosome 
dispute  arose ;  the  case  every  year  becoming  more  complicatod  and  iin- 
portBoL  Tlio  Masons  and  Moliogons  became  closely  linked  in  k  chtiiu 
against  the  colony  for  the  iiossession  of  liirge  Imcts  of  IniiJ,  ocuujiiud  by 
numerous  settlen,  and  comprising  tlio  rniyor  )>ortion  of  Colclicntcr,  Wind- 
^ifaam,  Mansfield,  Hebron,  and  condidcroblo  tracts  in  some  oilier  tuvriis.  A 
vigorous  and  persevering  effort,  extending  over  u  period  of  seventy  years, 
was  made  by  Mason  and  Lis  descendants  (o  recover  the  {wssession  of  this 
temtory  for  the  Indians. 

The  professed  object  of  botli  parties  wna  the  bencRt  of  the  Itidluns,  but 
the  real  controversy  was  belween  two  classes  of  llie  Englisti  inhubitauts, 
each  actuated  by  political  partizonghip  or  pecuniary  interest.  The  Indians 
were  little  more  tlian  tools  in  the  bonds  of  their  nominal  friends,  and  would 
have  gained  but  little  if  the  case  lisd  been  at  tlie  outset  ostensibly  decided 
io  tbdr  favor.  There  was  a  rage  among  llie  white  residents  for  S|>ecula^ 
ting  in  Indian  lands,  and  the  natives  would  sell  eillier  drunk  or  sober,  and 
often  sold  the  same  laod  several  times  over.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
guardian  care  and  restrictive  legialation  of  llie  colony,  they  would  have 
disposed  of  every  foot  of  their  inbcritance  before  1700,  and  reduced  (licm- 
selvee  to  the  condition  of  landless,  homelcaa  vognuild. 

•  Conn.  Col.  R«c.,  1,  359. 
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The  citizens  of  Norwich  entered  into  the  Mason  controversy  with  great 
warmth  and  zeal,  most  of  them  espousing  the  cause  of  the  Indians,  some 
doubtless  from  an  honest  opinion  Uiat  they  had  been  injured  and  defrauded, 
and  others  from  interested  motives.  Tlie  case  was  oflen  tried  without 
being  brought  to  an  issue.  Many  persons  put  themselves  to  great  incon- 
venience and  expense  in  entertaining  and  clothing  the  Indians,  and  for- 
warding their  cause,  expecting  to  be  remunerated  when  they  should  recover 
their  rights.  On  the  Indians  themselves  it  had  a  very  unhappy  effect, 
pufTnig  thorn  up  with  ho])es  never  to  be  realized,  and  leading  them  into 
courses  of  idleness,  itineracy,  and  extravagance.  Norwich  suffered  se- 
verely for  her  indiscretion,  her  streets  and  houses  being  oflen  filled  with 
these  exacting  and  troublesome  guests. 

The  case  was  first  submitted  to  Commissioners  chosen  out  of  all  the 
New  Engl:in<l  Colonies,  and  acting  under  the  immediate  authority  of 
Quern  Anne.  Tliis  court  was  held  at.  Stonington  in  1705.  Thomas 
Letringwell  of  Norwicli,  a  tried  friend  of  the  Indian  Sachems,  was  one  of 
the  Commissioners,  and  from  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of 
the  tribe,  had  great  influence  with  the  other  members.  The  colony  pro- 
testcfl  against  the  authority  of  this  court,  and,  refusing  to  appear  before  it, 
no  defence  was  made.  The  decision,  as  might  bo  expected,  was  against 
her,  but  no  attempt  was  made  by  the  English  Government  to  enfore  the 
decree. 

A  subsequent  investigation  of  this  case,  under  the  authority  of  the 
General  Court,  was  made  at  Norwich,  in  the  winter  of  1717-18,  and  was 
pending  at  tlic  lime  of  the  great  snow-storm,  famous  over  all  New  Eng- 
land, Feb.  1 7.  The  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners,  who  met  in  the 
house  of  l\irh:inl  l^nshnell,  Esq.,  were  niiieh  impeded  by  the  snow.  For 
several  days  (he  meinbera  were  scarcely  able  to  get  together. 

Tlic  next  October  a  furtlier  committee  was  appointed  by  the  Assembly, 
and  directed  to  repair  to  Mohegan,  to  hear  the  grievances  of  the  Indians, 
and  to  endeavor  to  settle  all  differences  between  them  and  their  neighbors. 
These  Commissioners,  James  Wadsworth,  Esq.,  and  Capt.  John  Hall,  met 
at  the  house  of  Lieut.  Joseph  Bradford  in  Mohegan,  March  16,  1720,  for 
the  purpose  of  marking  out  the  boundary  lines  between  the  Indians  and 
the  towns  of  New  London  and  Norwich.*  They  had  another  meeting  at 
the  same  place  in  February,  1720-21,  and  were  apparently  very  success- 
ful in  settling  the  various  claims  and  reconciling  all  parties.     In  conclu- 

♦  Joshua  Ilcinpstcnd  of  New  London  nttcndcd  this  mooting  of  the  Commissioners. 
Ashe  went  up,  with  the  aid  of  two  npsistnnts  ho  mcnsnrcd  the  rond  from  Now  London 
to  Norwii'h,  throuj^h  the  Mohcgnn  territory,  nnd  records  the  result  in  his  diary.  "From 
tho  ^lill  Dam  in  N(!w  London  to  Trading  Cove  hrook  where  wo  ride  over  at  yo  end  of 
Norwicii  phiin  is  9  mile  nnd  a  half  and  3G  i-ods."  The  eighth  mile,  ho  says,  "  is  ia  tho 
fullhig  ground  a  Httic  beyond  the  Stono  Fort.'' 
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ioQ  they  laid  out  and  aeqoeatered  to  the  uae  of  tlie  Indiaiui  between  &wt 
md  five  thoiuand  acres  of  good  land,  which  was  never  to  be  aUenaled 
tntn  the  tribe  became  ezdnct  These  prqcee^gs  were  ratified  by  ad  of 
Issembly,  May  11, 1721. 

In  1728y  O&pt.  John  Mason,  third  of  diat  name  in  rq;alar  desoent» 
toted  to  the  General  Court  that  the  Commission  of  1705  had  cost  him 
nore  than  £000,  which  was  a  large  proportion  of  his  estate,  and  he  asked 
br  indemnification  out  of  the  Mohegan  lands  that  had  caused  tite  conlro> 
rersy*  Had  he  succeeded  in  this  application,  it  might  have  put  an  end  to 
lie  contest,  but  the  court  decided  thai  he  had  no  chiims  upon  them  ibr 
redress,  and  the  struggle  was  renewed.  The  Masons  agam  carried  tfaebr 
complaints  to  Enghind,  and  a  Commission  of  Review  was  appointed  liy 
Qeorge  2d,  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  at  Stonington  in 
1705,  and  discarding  all  intermediate  acts  and  decisions,  to  confirm  or 
innul  the  decision  of  that  Court 

Tills  Commission,  consisting  of  the  Lieut  Governor  and  Council  of 
New  Torlc,  and  the  Governor  and  Asustants  of  Rhode  Ishind,  convened 
It  Norwich,  May  24, 1788.  The  Commissioners  not  aj^redng  as  to  the 
soufse  to  be  pursued,  the  members  from  New  York,  at  the  outset,  entered 
%  protest  and  withdrew.  *  The  remainder,  after  an  examination  of  wit- 
nesses, reversed  the  decision  of  the  court,  and  gave  judgment  in  fiivor  of 
the  colony.* 

John  and  Samuel  Mason,  however,  would  not  suffer  the  matter  to  rest 
here ;  they  presented  a  memorial  to  tlie  King,  alleging  that  the  proceeds 
ings  of  the  court  were  irrcgtilur,  and  in  bchulf  of  the  Iiulians  pniyiiig  for 
I  redress  of  grievances.  Ordcrd  were  tliercforo  issiieil  for  a  new  Cum- 
mission  of  Review. 

This  second  Court  of  Commissioners  cpnveneii  at  Nonvicli,  June  28, 
1748,  and  the  trial  lasted  seven  weeks.  Tlio  sessions  coinmeneed  at  the 
bouse  of  Simon  Lathrop,  Esq.,  but  on  the  thiixl  day  were  adjourned  to 
the  meeting-house,  where  the  remainder  of  the  sitting  was  held.  The 
town  at  tliis  time  literally  overflowed  with  strangers,  and  no  business  of 
Euiy  kind  was  done,  except  what  was  connected  with  the  pending  contro- 
versy, and  the  necessary  pur|K)ses  of  life.  All  the  odicers  of  government 
and  distinguished  men  in  the  colony  were  present.  The  whole  tribe  of 
Moliegans  was  quartei*ed  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  hundreds  of  pei*sons 
in  the  neighboring  towns,  who  had  lands  at  stake,  came  in  from  day  to 
day,  to  hear  the  proceedings.  The  Lathrops,  Huntingtons,  LcfHngwells, 
Tracys,  and  all  the  principal  men  in  Norwich,  were  of  the  Indian  party, 

— ^ — II  ■■  ■         I 

*  "June  5,  1738.  The  great  Coart  of  Commissioners  at  Norwich  is  over  and  the 
case  is  gone  in  favor  of  the  Colony.  The  New  York  Counuollora,  viz.  Coll.  Cortland 
and  Mr.  Hossmonden,  deserted  and  drew  off  and  the  Gov.  &  Council  of  Uhodo  Island 
hath  reversed  the  former  judgment."    Hempstead's  Diary. 
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and  kept  open  house  for  John  Uncos  and  his  people.  Ben  Uncas  was 
upheld  hj  the  State,  and  his  party  was  rendered  respectable  bj  the  notice 
of  all  the  officers  of  government.  The  rival  sachems  maintained  consid^ 
crablc  pomp  and  state  while  the  tnal  continuedi  which  was  until  the  17th 
of  August. 

The  decision  was  again  in  favor  of  the  colony ;  but  the  Masons  appealed 
from  the  judgment  to  the  King  in  council,  and  thenceforth  all  legal  action 
upon  the  case  was  transferred  to  England.  The  final  decision  was  not 
until  1767.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  then  prime  minister,  advised  that  the 
English  should  be  conciliated  by  a  decision  against  the  Indians. 

It  was  the  prevalent  opinion  in  England  that  the  Mohegans  had  right 
on  their  side,  but  that  it  was  not  expedient  to  do  them  justice,  and  indeed 
not  equitable,  as  the  English  had  long  possessed  and  improved  the  lands 
in  question,  and  the  Indians  had  dwindled  away  and  did  not  need  them. 
One  of  the  Masons,  however,  remained  long  in  England,  prosecuting  his 
claim  ;  obtained  money  upon  it,  sold  out  rights  in  it,  ran  in  debt  upon  it, 
was  at  one  time  a  prisoner  in  the  Fleet,  and  never  returned  to  his  native 
country.  The  Revolutionary  war  soon  aflerwards  broke  out,  the  Mohe- 
gans found  tliemsclvcs  at  the  mercy  of  the  State,  and  never  aflerwards 
showed  any  disposition  to  renew  their  claims.  Occom,  the  eloquent  advo- 
cate and  preacher  of  this  tribe,  on  hearing  of  the  termination  of  this  afiain 
writes  thus  to  a  friend : 

"The  gmnd  controversy  which  has  subsisted  between  the  colony  of  Conn,  and  the 
Mohcpan  Indians,  above  seventy  years,  is  finally  decided  in  favor  of  the  colony.  I  am 
afraid  the  poor  Indians  will  never  stand  a  pood  chance  with  the  English  in  their  land 
controversies,  iK-causo  they  arc  very  poor,  tlicy  have  no  money.  Money  is  almighty 
now-a-dnys,  and  the  Indians  have  no  learning,  no  wit,  no  cunning :  the  English  bavo 
all."     I  MS.  Letter  of  Occom.] 

(Autogrnph.) 

In  this  controversy,  our  sympnlliies  arc  very  naturally  enlisted  in  favor 
of  the  Indians ;  nevertheless,  it  docs  not  appear  that  they  were  treated 
with  any  undue  severity  or  injustice  by  the  colony.  Most  of  the  settlers 
on  the  debatable  lands,  fairly  purchased  them,  and  had  obtained  deeds^ 
tliou«^h  not,  jMTlia[>s,  always  of  the  lawful  owners.  And  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  the  Indians  themselves  would  not  have  complained,  had 
they  not  been  instigated  by  other.*).     This  case  may  fairly  be  merged  in 
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Ibe  peat  queitiaii  •tin  pmiding  uid  nwealed,  wbafter  a  tami&ui  mee  hM 
ft  righ^  aoder  nj  dreniititaiioei,  to  tiika  pawawion  of  a  eounlrf  inlnb- 
Hed  hj  MTagei,  md  gndiuJIj  dwpowBM  tbe  ori^oal  projMiebm.* 

•  UttmWi  br  dw  hUorj  of  tb*  Mwoa  Contrannr  m*  U  be  bmd  la  Hm  Book  tt 
noBWJhui  of  dw  tenni  CowiMow  Cowtt  h  lUi  mm,  «rtiM  wu  priuvl  b  Ld*- 
dM  br  th«  MM  «r  llM  Ung  and  Oomidl  in  aiakiiv  Aik  flul  deddon,— >  copj  of  whkk 
WHiiMlollMGohMir.w'l'  pnMmd  unoi«  theStau  Baeotdi  at  HMttbcd.  U 
BOitihii  NTH»I  isMiMiDC  doMMMti.  Auoog  Ifaau  !■  MM  pMMnltd  M  Ae  gIMt 
OonaMM  OmrI  ImU  at  Vonrldi  iBlT49,bjBMnneH9d,wtiowuibcathedder 
flafliwi  of  Hohataa-  Baiiif  allairad  to  ulfer  wht  b*  had  to  cMnmnnkan,  be  can* 
Ibnravd  in  penoB,  with  a  KUa  In  hU  band  and  a  ImMaa  crown  la  the  riwfe  of  a  bawk 
^M  Ui  bead,  and  pfeeealed  a  wiMoc,  of  wbldi  the  Ibllciwint  ia  die  Ant  pan : 

« I  am  now  ia  Ae  48di  jear  of  mj  age,  and  after  die  deoeaie  of  mj  fiobw,  Ben 
Uacae,  la  1715,  wai  etioawi  and  Jnatjled  dilef  Sadiem  and  have  arer  aince  nmaJaed 
In  aetaal  aaerdae  of  power,  and  aa  one  etideaae,  I  hne  bna  in  Oonrt,  the  Bible  inaa- 
lalad  into  Indlaa,  wbidi  wm  teat  hj  Chaitee  Second,  Kia(  of  Bngtaad,  anto  tbe  tbta 
ddef  Saebem  and  deUrtied  anocaMtvelr  at  enty  iaMalawnt,  and  dto  a  oenahi  bnua 
hawk,  taken  ftom  a  flunoat  gnat  Capuin  of  tbe  NarragaiiMiti,  oar  eneralee,  by  one  of 
aij  aBBeaton  la  a  tuaon  bMtle  and  rietoij  over  aaid  HanaitaMettD,  alwajF*  ihtlToml 
ta  Uka  maaner  aad  kqrt  aa  a  BMBwrlal  of  tbt  great  battle  and  rletory." 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

Town  Affaibs.    Juaticbs'  Courts. 

The  nniiunl  expenditure  of  the  town  during  the  first  century  of  lis 
cxistcMirc  nmonntiMl  to  ii  wry  .miuill  Runi.  The  heiiviest  items,  unless  on 
flonie  extniordiiiary  occa.sion,  wore  for  pemnibulntiiig  nnd  stating  bounds, 
laying  out  liigliways,  plank  for  bridges,  nnd  the  bounty  on  killing  birds 
nud  snnkc-<<.  Kxclusivc  of  this  last  item,  the  annual  demands  upon  the 
treasury  frequently  fell  below  £10.  The  expenses  arising  out  of  the  dif- 
ficulties that  existed  with  neighboring  towns,  on  account  of  boundaries, 
added  some  ycara  greatly  to  this  amount.  There  was  an  ever-open  quar- 
rel respecting  a  tract  of  laud  south  of  the  Norwich  and  north  of  the  New 
London  line,  with  the  Indians  or  individual  settlers.  The  disputes  with 
Preston  were  still  more  perplexing  and  acrimonious.  They  commenced 
in  1695,  and  continued  for  nearly  a  century,  being  a  constant  source  of 
litigation,  trouble,  and  expense.  Committees  were  appointed  from  year  to 
year  to  settle  the  bonndary-Hne  between  the  two  towns,  but  it  would  not 
HMuain  settled.  In  the  year  1718  there  was  an  access  of  bitterness  and 
self  interest  on  both  sides,  and  the  contention  was  severe.  It  is  scarcely 
credible  that  a  contest  between  friends  and  neighbors,  merely  for  territo- 
rial jurisdiction,  should  have  been  so  often  renewed,  and  so  long  in  wear- 
ing out.  The  lioslility,  however,  as  in  most  instances  of  the  kind  in  our 
settlements,  was  not  between  individual  inhabitant?,  but  the  towns  in  their 
collective  capacity.* 

List  of  Town  Deiits.    Dec.  30,  1718. 

To  .Tolin  Tmry  for  killinj;  4  wnnkcs,  -  .  - 

Til.  LcnuiRwcIl  Jr.        f>      do        - 
KHsIm  Wntcrmnn  67  hints        -  -  -  - 

John  Kood  24  do  -  -  .  - 

Jnhox  llido  5  snnkcft      -  .  •  .  . 

Th.  Binghnm  4  FnnkcB  nnd  drumminj^  ... 


£ 

8. 

d. 

0 

0 

8 

0 

I 

0 

0 

2 

o\ 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

10 

1 

0 

8 

•  In  1723  the  dinpntc^  rcspccJin^  tlio  town  hoiindnrics  were  cnrricd  to  the  Legislature 
for  deciflion.  ncnnjnh  HiiHiincIl  wop  the  town  ngcnt  in  ilio  business.  lie  was  absent 
IvoItc  d:i}-M,  nnd  charged  the  town  £2  lOs. 
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Tti.LeflbfwdlJr.oMd>TtoinMtllB«L(«diMOMnMk«M  fl    S    « 
JoMfihlUjMMtbrapUak  •     0    1    » 

Sotanw  Tn^  om  daj  m  CiMhm  0    5    0 

ChM|Mlb«UPnMM  LiM  ■     tUlO 

Scnnl  panoM  te  p«nmbaUlia(  at  ■§.  p«  daj  MKh. 

Occatlonanf  m  llnd  i  town  ezpeadttura  for  mQlUuj  oqitlpineati,  ud 
(at  "umnuniUoa,  with  tho  durgo  of  bringing  it  up  from  Hew  Iioodoa.'* 

In  1720,  Jdin  and  Simon  Tncj  wero  appdntvd  bj  the  town  "to  mako 
■eardi  (br  lfa«  TownoAnnei,  with  their  nugaieani  of  Munniiion  and  ollier 
aoootranenta  ibr  war,  iiuojmud  by  hiw,"  wlio  reported  ai  fblbwi : 

M  UmU  Tneft  two  Qua  ud  two  pair  of  Smm  ihoM. 

At  BubmI  r«lM  OM  goB  ud  at  LlMt.  BdiIumUi  DM  B«ill  of  Poodar  ud  OM  pn 
•■1 77  poand  of  Led." 

At  liaat.  BMioaw  S44  potmd  of  ballet*. 

At  Bn*.  Lafllnpnlla  me  BmtU  of  Fonder. 

At  DeMOD  Simon  Honlingtoni  ooe  balT  BatrU  of  Ponder  ud  31  ponnd  of  ballSH 
udWOfllnn. 

At  Simon  Tnej*  one  pair  of  Snoe  ihoe*,  and  4  pair  of  mai^oeaiii— we  were  bIm 
infcnMd  ft  there  nt  tbtmerij  Lent  u>  Mr.  John  Lofflngwell  pr  liwit  Dnthndl  71 
ponnd  of  Led  which  id  LefflngweU  wa*  obliged  U  paj  to  Bulliti  j*  tauM  quantitj. 

All  jn  Led  and  BolUU  6SS  poud. 


The  Town'i  Poor.  The  earliest  instance  on  record  c^  a  poor  penon 
supported  hy  the  town,  ia  the  fbtlowing  from  the  reoorda  of  tlie  conn^ 
cotirt: 

Feb.  9,  1689-6.  "  The  Courts  liuving  otdcrod  Kathcriiie  Dunatfin  to  bo  anxtnnted 
the  poors  of  Horwich  and  by  tb«m  to  ba  provided  for,  onleiv  two  iliilliiigs  pr  wccko  to 
be  pajde  bj  the  Town  of  Norwich  for  ye  btingJag  up  the  child  lor  it  yean  from  thte 
date." 

Expenses  incurred  for  the  poor  raioly  appear  in  tlie  curly  uccotiiit*  of 
the  town,  but  occaaionally,  in  t)io  course  of  years,  a  few  Items  arc  found ; 
BUchaB,"apair  of  ahoea  for  Alice  Cook,  5e.,"''oc(mt  und  leather  breccliea 
for  old  RuBsell,  128.,"  "aahect  lobury  Jolm  Nickolsin,  lOs.,"  "13  wntchea 
with  Gaylor  at  2a.  per  nigtit,  £1  Gs." 

Dee.  19, 1737.    To  Thomai  Blythe  for  diggins  GayloT'a  GniTe,  Gs. 
Dec  17,  1733.    To  J&cob  HydQ  for  digging  Hicnh  llood'«  grave,  «a. 

In  1723,greut  amazement  aeema  to  have  been  excited  in  the  townsmen 
bjr  wliat  they  designate  "the  cxtntoi-dinarychai^  of  Henry  Wallbridge  Jr. 
for  entertayneing  Cliristian  Challenge  in  her  hite  sickness  and  distmclion 

■  It  wai  not  nncoromon  for  loldieri  U  thlB  time  to  run  ihsir  own  bulloti :  ihit  fact 
BCOOUDU  for  the  quutitj  of  lead  on  band. 
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at  his  honse.**  Yet  the  whole  charge  for  eight  weeks  ^nursing,  diet,  and 
strengthening  salve,**  going  for  doctors,  four  days  waiting  and  tending,  and 
finallj  conveying  her  to  Windham,  amounts  onlj  to  £3  5s.  6(2.  Dr.  Calib 
Bushnell's  bill  ''  tords  the  cure  of  Christian  Challenge,"  stands  thus,  and 
will  show  what  a  physician's  fees  then  were : 

To  3  trayells    -  -  -  -        £0    7    6 

to  LofliBalig  Bolsnm  -  •  -     0    4    0 

to  3  times  Bleeding       -  -  -  0    16 

Tliis  ]KX)r  woman  appears  to  have  been  a  traveler,  trampcr,  or  transient 
person,  aa  wandering  beggars  arc  indilTercntiy  called  in  New  England, 
who  was  "rode  over  by  Solomon  Story  on  the  Sabbath  day,  either  wil- 
fully or  carelessly,"  and  being  very  much  hurt,  was  for  some  time  a  bur- 
den on  the  town. 


TTie  Courts.  In  1720  the  erection  of  a  town-house  was  proposed.  Sub- 
scriptions for  the  building  were  taken  up,  and  a  comer  of  the  Plain  fixed 
upon  for  the  site.  Norwich  was  then  engaged  in  a  struggle  to  wrest  from 
New  London  a  share  of  the  county  court  sessions,  and  if  successful  in  the 
contest,  a  town-house  would  be  necessary  for  tlie  accommodation  of  the 
courts.  But  the  Legislature  did  not  see  fit  to  grant  the  half-shire  privi- 
lege at  that  time,  and  the  house  was  not  built. 

Another  strenuous  eflTort  was  made  in  1734,  the  inhabitants  petitioning 
the  General  Assembly  that  the  Supreme  Court  in  March,  and  the  Supe- 
rior Court  in  November,  for  New  London  County,  might  be  held  in  Nor- 
wich. The  agents  for  the  town  in  this  business  were  Capt.  John  Williams, 
Capt.  Joseph  Tracy,  and  Mr.  Ilezekiah  Huntington.  The  petition  was 
granted,  and  Norwich  became  a  half-shire  town. 

The  contest  had  been  long  and  determined,  marked  in  some  instances 
with  bitterness  and  exasperation ;  but  Norwich,  having  grown  rapidly  in 
numbers  and  influence,  at  length  had  her  claim  to  a  share  of  tlie  courts 
sanctioned  by  equity  and  the  public  convenience. 

In  connection  with  tliis  privilege,  the  town  came  under  the  obligation 
of  furnishing  convenient  accommodations  for  the  courts  and  county  pris- 
oners. A  new  jail  or  prison-house  was  soon  afterward  built  and  ceded 
to  tlie  county,  and  a  town-house  erected  under  the  oversight  of  the  se- 
lectmen, the  expense  being  defrayed  by  a  penny  tax  on  polls  and  ratable 
estates. 

The  jail  stood  under  the  shelter  of  the  hill,  upon  the  parsonage  lot, 
nearly  in  the  rear  of  the  present  brick  school-house.  The  town-house 
wa-^  at  the  south-west  corner  of  the  Green,  with  a  whipping-post  and 
pillory  near. 

18 
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Tho  k«j  of  die  UmoAwiaae  was  toarmalty  cMirered  into  die  enslodj  of 
Otpt  Joseph  Tneff  in  1787,  and  a  room  ordorod  to  be  finislied  under  liii 
direedoni  in  die  garret^  fbr  the  town's  etodc  of  ammnnition.  The  fidlow* 
ing  Tole  was  dien  pasBod : 

**J%  k  BOW  ohdflnd  sadMiselad,  thsl  if  say  nsa  shall  smoks  H,  fai  dis  Hbm  of  sss- 
sioBS  of  sajtowamsstiDg^  within  thhihooss,  ho  shsU  forftift  tfas  sun  of  5  shilUagi.'' 

In  HempsteaiPs  Diafji  nnder  date  of  Dee.  1, 1740|  we  Imre  the  follow- 
ing brief  item ; 

^OoarthsidiaHonflcli;  580  setkms,  bow  sad  old." 

Oapt  Joseph  Traoj  was  son  to  John  Trac^,  one  of  the  thir^-Are  pro- 
prietors. He  was  a  Torj  reqpeetable  and  dignifled  num,  and  for  a  long 
eonrse  of  years  was  nnifonnly  ehosen  moderator  of  all  publie  meelinga^  in 
allenadon  with  Oapt  Jabes  Hide.    He  died  in  1765,  aged  eighty-three. 

In  1745  we  find  the  caro  of  the  town-hoose  and  arms  committed  to 
CSapt  Philip  Tbineri  and  this  is  the  first  time  thai  gentleman's  name 
appears  on  the  records.  He  came  fimn  Scituate^  Mara.,  married  Anne^ 
daughter  of  Daniel  Huntington,  and  soon  acquired  an  euTiable  populariljr 
among  Us  new  assodates,  performing  the  duties  of  constable,  selectman, 
and  captidn  of  the  troop  of  Innne,  a  spirited  band  of  young  men,  that  he 
look  much  pride  in  parading  and  exercising.  Many  bright  antidpalions 
were  destroyed  by  his  death  in  1755,  at  the  age  of  diirly-nine. 


April  28, 1780,  all  the  freemen  were  enrolled.  Tliey  amounted  to  158; 
thirteen  moro  were  added  in  September,  making  171.  The  first  on  the 
list,  and  probably  so  placed  in  respect  to  age  and  dignity,  wera  Joseph 
Backus,  Esq.,  the  three  reverend  ministers,  Lord,  Willes,  and  Kirtland, 
and  the  two  deacons,  Simon  and  Christopher  Huntington.  After  these 
come  Samuel  and  Israel  Lothrop,  William  Hide,  Esq.,  Mr.  Thomas 
Adgate,  Capt  Jabez  Perkins,  Capt  Benajah  Bushnell,  and  Capt  John 
LeffingwelL 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  at  this  time  and  for  many  years  afterwards, 
thero  wero  but  one  or  two  citizens  at  a  time  who  bore  the  title  of  Esq., 
denoting  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


The  most  conspicuous  points  in  town,  where  all  public  notifications 
wero  orderod  to  be  set  up,  wero  the  sign-post  on  the  Green,  Benajah  Lef- 
fingwell's  gate-post,  and  <^the  parting  of  the  paths  at  the  corner  of  Ebene^^^^ 
ser  Backus's  garden.**    This  lost  position  is  still  a  prominent  one,  oonsia^^ 
ing  of  on  elliptical  plot  of  land,  having  an  elevated  platform  ^bere  tW.  ^ 
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The  feDowing  is  a  sample  of  nmpUei^  aad  diiinterastedneis  in  naUiig 
oat  a  bill: 

''Bee.  16  daj  1745.    Tbe  town  ii  Dr.  lo  me  Jacob  Hide  for  a06  feet  of  2  indi  pink 
improfed  to  meke  aad  mend  bridgeibj  order  of  the  fonre]^  Thopriot 

of  itidSOSlbelof  plank  I  tfdiik  motl  be  abool  aOi.iiioio  or  leu  as  tbe  town  tliinka 

Yoled^  tbat  Um  selectiiien  paj  Jaoob  Hide  wbal  is  Jnst 


In  1746  Mr.  Benedict  Arnold  was  dmea  gxand-jnzTniiiny  bot  refiised 
to  serve. 

The  town  declared  that  if  any  one  hereafter  refuse  to  serve  on  the  grand 
jnrjy  he  shall  pay  a  fine. 

Town  offices  hi  general  were  not  considered  verj  desfarable,  bot  those  of 
jnior  and  rate-collector  were  the  only  ones  so  obnoxious  as  to  render  fines 
and  compulsion  necessary  in  order  to  obtain  the  service. 


Law  books  and  other  publications  for  which  the  town  were  sul 
were  genenAly  distributed  among  the  several  societies  according  to  their 
respective  lists.    Election  sermons  were  also  subject  to  a  town  order. 

not.    Yoled  thai  die  Law  books  belongfaig  to  tbe  town  ihall  be  ioUl  at  ISd.  apiece. 

I7SS.  Yoled  tbatereiySodeiy  Clerk  sball  bare  a  law  book  aad  llie  roet  with  Me 
Sermm  booh,  lold  and  tbo  monejr  put  into  tlio  town  treasury. 

1751.  Eleven  law  books  in  possession  of  the  town  are  onlorod  to  bo  sold  at  jC5  10s. 
per  book,  O.  T :  4  to  First  Society,  8  to  West  Society,  the  same  to  fiust  Society  and 
Newent,  and  one  to  New  Concord. 

17  Dec  1764.  Whereas,  there  are  a  number  of  books  called  the  Saybrook  riatform 
now  in  the  town  treasury  to  be  disposed  of  for  tlio  town's  use,  and  obo  a  number  of 
Blection  Sei^ons,  this  town  do  now  order  the  selectmen  to  distribute  said  books  to, 
and  among  the  seroral  societies  in  this  town,  in  proportion  to  the  list  of  said  societies. 


In  1751  the  selectmen  were  empowered  to  prosecute  with  vigor  nil  who 
should  sell  or  convey  land  to  strangera,  and  all  sales  of  this  kind  were 
declai*ed  null  and  void.  Oixlcrs  were  given  likewise  that  no  stmugcra 
should  remain  in  the  town  without  the  public  consent,  and  this  consent 
seems  to  have  been  very  cautiously  dispensed.  Applications  were  fre- 
quently made  for  permission  to  stay  in  town  for  a  limited  time,  but  this 
was  seldom  granted  without  some  condition  annexed ;  such  as,  if  he  then 
remove, — ^if  he  behave  himself, — ^if  he  do  not  become  chargeable.  These 
votes  stretch  down  to  1769. 
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1752.  A  committee  was  apppintcd  to  treat  with  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
Lord  relating  to  his  resigning  to  the  town  his  right  of  improvement  of  the 
parsonage  lands  purchased  of  Mr.  Gifibrds. 

This  parsonage  land  comprised  the  original  home-lot  and  pasturage  of 
the  proprietor,  Stephen  Gifibrd.  A  portion  of  it,  bordering  the  north-east 
aide  of  the  Green,  was  now  in  request  for  building  purposes.  Mr.  Lord 
relinquished  Ins  right,  and  the  land  was  divided  into  lots,  several  of  which 
were  rented  upon  long  leases,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  occupied 
with  houses. 

This  parsonage  land  having  been  sequestered  for  the  ministry  when  the 
whole  town  was  but  one  parish,  was  the  cause  of  some  uneasiness  and  lit* 
igation  when  other  societies  were  formed ;  these  societies  claiming  a  por- 
tion of  the  use  and  rental. 


1754.  "  At  presont  tho  township  of  Norwich  pays  tho  highest  tax  of  any  township 
in  tho  colony."* 

A  few  examples  of  cases  of  trespass  brought  before  justices  of  the  peace 
for  adjudication,  will  illustrate  the  condition  of  society  in  the  first  half  of 
the  18th  century. 

The  penalties  at  this  time  were : 

For  drunkenness,  a  fine,  (5^.  to  10<.,)  or  to  sit  in  the  stocks  a  couple  of 
hours. 

Not  attending  public  worship  when  there  was  no  necessary  detention,  5«. 

Profane  swearing,  10*. 

Sabballi-brcaking,  by  labor  or  vain  recreation,  making  disturbance,  or 
laughing  during  the  service  in  the  House  of  God,  os. 

Assault  and  battery,  or  abusive  words,  blows  and  injuries, — fines  or 
imprisonment,  at  discretion  of  the  justice. 

Incontinence,  births  out  of  wedlock,  or  too  soon  after  marriage,  £10. 

Those  and  actions  of  debt  were  cases  which  a  justice's  court  was  con- 
sidered competent  to  decide,  but  appeals  were  allowed  to  a  higher  tri- 
bunal. 

If  a  jndf^incnt  may  be  fonncd  from  the  number  of  cases  and  the  appa- 
rent rcspoctabilily  of  some  of  the  delinquents,  drunkenness  was  increas- 
ing rapi<lly  in  the  land.  Another  species  of  criminality,  so  prevalent  as 
to  excite  surprise,  was  perhaps  the  natural  result  of  an  intercourse  too 
little  restrained  between  the  young  people  of  different  sexes. 

No  justice  in  the  county  was  more  popular  than  Richard  Bushnell. 
Cases  were  brought  before  him  from  Windham,  Plainfield,  Canterbury, 
Killingly,  Preston,  North  Gix)lon,  and  North  Stonington. 


*  Clmptor  on  Connecticut,  in  Douglass'  Summary,  printed  at  Boston  in  1754. 
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''Sid  of  JuM  1708.  JoMph  BoihneU  of  Norwidi  eomptaliiod  asaintt  hlniMlf  to  »• 
BkhMd  BashneU,  Joslioe  of  the  FMce,  for  y*  ho  had  killed  a  Buck  contraiy  to  law. 
I  ientonced  him  to  poj  a  Ane  of  lOt.  one  half  to  y*  eovnty  treasorj  and  one  half  to 
eonplalnant.'' 

*  MliMth  M 1718.  Hit.  Sarah  KnightiSaniBfll  BUM,  JoeepbFtoatiTheophilniAhall 
and  hia  wiib  and  y*  wifb  of  VnUlam  Hide  weie  brought  before  me  R.  B.  Jnstiee  of  -f 
peaee  vpon  y*  preaentment  of  y*  Grand  Jnroca  of  our  SoTeralgn  Lord  y*  king  fora^- 
Inig  itrong  drink  to  the  Indhma  laat  Saturday. 

^'Hra.  Knight  aecnaed  her  maid,  Ann  Chvk,  of  aelling  the  liqnor.  Beftulng  to 
aeqnit  themielTea  by  oadi  they  were  each  aentenoed  to  pay  a  flneof  SOa.  to  the  Conn^ 
Tyeaamy." 

''July  80, 1790.  Samuel  Sabfai  appeareth  before  me  R.  B.  JnatSoe  of  the  Peaee, 
and  eomplaineth  againat  himaeif  that  Uie  laat  Sabbath  at  night,  he  and  John  Olmaby 
went  on  to  Wawweooaa  Hill,  to  Tisit  theur  relationa,  and  were  hue  homo,  did  no  harm, 
and  foara  it  may  he  a  tranigreaalon  of  y«  law  and  if  it  he  ia  Tery  aorry  for  It  and  doot 
aUow  himaeif  in  nnaeaaonable  n^ght*walklng.'' 


**  An  hiforior  Court  held  at  Norwich  y*  19.  Sept.  1790.  Preient  R.  Boshnell  Jnatiee 
of  y*  Peace.  Samuel  Vox  Juror  pr.  oompUint,  Lettia  Minor  and  Hannah  Minor  Pta. 
for  Illegally  and  folonioualy  about  y*  6  of  SoptF  inat.  taking  about  30  wator-miliona 
which  ia  contraiy  to  Law  and  ia  to  hia  damage  he  aaith  y*  aum  of  90a.  and  praya  for 
Jnatlce*  -  Thia  Court  haTlng  conaidered  y*  cTidence  dont  fllnd  matter  of  foct  proved,  do 
therefoie  acquit  the  Dta.  and  order  y *  Ftf.  pay  the  chaigo  of  Proaentment.'' 

* 

''Mayi,  1791.  A  complaint  waa  entered  by  theconatable  agahiat  Samuel  Law, 
doctor,  ibrprofoneawearing:  he  waa  fined  lOa." 

The  aame  year,  Henry  Holland  of  Plainfield  was  proved  guilty  of  a 
like  oiTence,  and  adjudged  to  pay  the  fine  and  cost.  Not  long  ul'lerward, 
Holland  was  bound  over  to  appear  at  the  next  county  court,  and  answer 
for  breaking  the  peace  and  the  law,  by  saying  ^in  a  tumultuous  violent 
threatening  manner,  yt  he  would  take  the  head  of  Jona'n  Tracy  off  his 
shoulders." 

**  1722,  Not.  16.  Complaint  made  by  Mr.  Isaac  Wheeler  of  Stonington  against 
WilUum  Holdridge  of  Stonington,  for  an  attsaalt  with  sword,  at  the  house  of  said  Uol- 
dridge  in  Stoniogton :  he  was  bound  to  appear  at  the  County  Court,  giving  X20  secu- 
rity." 

An  Indian  being  found  drunk,  was  brought  before  Mr.  Justice  Bushncll, 
and  sentenced  according  to  the  statute,  namely,  to  pay  a  fine  of  ten  shil- 
lings, or  receive  ten  lashes  on  his  naked  body.  The  Indian  immediately 
accuses  Samuel  Bliss  of  selling  him  that  aAemoon  that  which  mnde  him 
drunk,  to  wit,  two  pots  of  cider.  The  fine  for  selling  cider  or  ardent 
spirits  to  an  Indian  was  twenty  shillings,  one-half  to  go  to  the  complain- 
ant The  Indian  thus  obtained  just  the  sum  requisite  to  pay  his  own 
mulct,  and  set  his  body^ear.    The  record  of  this  affair  is  as  follows: 
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"Feb.  ya  7 — 1722-3.  Apenanncsack  being  drank  was  brought  before  mo  B.  Baah- 
nell,  Jnstioe  of  ye  peace.  I  do  sentence  ye  td  Apeonachsuck  for  his  transgression  of 
ye  law  to  pay  a  fine  of  lOs.  or  to  be  whipt  ten  Lashes  on  y*  naked  body,  and  to  pay  y* 
eost  of  his  prosecntion,  and  to  continue  in  y*  constable's  custody  till  this  sentence  be 
performed. 

"  Cost  allowed  is  6s  6. 

"John  Waterman  promises  to  pay  6s  4. 

"  Apeanuchsnck  accused  Samuel  Bliss  y^  he  sold  him  2  pots  of  cider  this  afternoon. 

Ifr.  Samuel  Bliss  appeared  before  me  and  confessed  he  let  sd  Indian  haye  some  cider 

and  I  do  therefore  sentence  sd  Bliss  to  pay  y*  fine  of  20s.  for  ye  transgression  of  y* 

law  one  half  to  y*  town  and  one  half  to  compiainant. 

B.  BusnNELL,  Justice." 

Isaac  Huntington,  Esq.,  was  another  noted  justice,  some  of  whose  min- 
utes have  been  preserved.*  A  few  cases  will  be  given  in  an  abridged 
form. 

In  1738  a  charge  was  brought  against  Thomas  Avery,  Ebenezer  Bald- 
win, Abiall  l^Iarfllmll,  and  David  Bingliam,  single  men  and  boarders  or 
sojourners  in  the  town,  that  they  ''did  convcan  and  meet  in  company  with 
sundry  others  att  ye  house  of  William  Waterman  ye  4th  day  of  June  last, 
it  being  Sabboth  evening." 

No  complaint  was  made  of  any  disturbance  or  impropriety  of  conduct ; 
it  was  the  bare  fact  of  a  social  meeting  on  Sunday  evening,  which  was 
presented  as  contrary  to  law.f 

Ebenezer  Baldwin  pleaded  Not  guilty,  and  replied  to  the  charge  as 
follows : 

"  True  it  is  wo  did  convcnn  witli  tho  company  and  att  yo  time  and  place  sett  forth  in 
ye  Complnint,  but  lie  snitli,  ho  is  not  guilty  for  these  reasons,  first,  he  is  not  a  single 
person,  ns  having  an  apprentice  by  indenture,  2dly,  he  is  not  a  hoarder,  having  yo  care 
of  a  family,  3dly,  ho  is  not  a  sojourner  fas  living  in  yo  placo  whoro  ho  was  bom  and 
bred." 

Tho  Court  is  of  opinion  ho  is  guilty,  and  fines  him  ds.  and  costs.  Appeal  granted  to 
be  heard  in  yo  County  Court. 

July  12.  John  Downer  and  Solomon  Hambloton  for  profaning  the  Sabbath  day  by 
oystcring,  fined  5s.  and  costs. 

2d  day  of  November,  1738.    Present  Isaac  Huntington  Justice  of  Peace. 

Mary  Ijcfiingwcll  daughter  of  Daniell  LeflSngwell  of  Norwich,  single  woman,  was 
brought  before  this  Court  to  answer  the  complaint  of  one  of  ye  grand  jurors  of  our 
Lord  tho  king  who  upon  oath  presents  that  ye  said  Mary  Lcffingwell  on  ye  24th  day  of 
Scp(enil>cr  Inst,  it  lieing  Sahoth  or  liord's  day  (and  not  being  necessarily  detained)  did 
not  duty  attend  yo  puhlick  worship  of  God  on  tho  said  24th  day  in  any  congregation 
by  law  allowed  as  by  tho  presentment  dated  October  7th  1738  and  tlie  writt  dated  Oct 
30.  1738  on  file  may  appear. 

*  Original  in  Otis  Library. 

t  In  County  Court,  1715,  Paul  Davenport  of  Canterbury  appeared  ond  acknowledged 
himself  guilty  of  a  brracli  of  tho  law  by  riding  from  Providence  to  Canterbury  on  the 
Sabbath  day,  and  paid  the  fine  of  20s. 
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ThtMldlCMjptaadidMtCMllj.  BnttBotbdagabklDproTCtothsMlUkeiiiM 
nf  Mm OoBTt that iha  wm laBawMrlljr dewlotd ;  Borlhat  il«  diAtUaA  tlMMUwor* 
Uf,  lUt  Onut  if  oTopidoii  thM  il«  It  gnU^  in  wuuMr  and  fbnn. 

Aad  t(  if  Ihmftm  «oiMid««d  Oe  iiU  Ibrj  LdBngwdl  pay  u  k  Am  to  )«  UiiMwj 
>f  T*  town  or  HoTwiA  Ibe  mm  of  in  ■UUIngi  ud  awt  of  Mdt.    Tual  ALIU- 


In  1749,  Hr.  Hontingtoa's  reoord  ibowi  that  a  pemon  WH  floed  Mi.  fix 
playing  earda,  and  anotber  6(.  fbr  laughing  in  meeting. 

In  175Q,  three  sons  of  OapL  John  Filhnore,  Jr.,  vis.,  NothaiJel,  Cost- 
fort,  and  Amaaiah,  were  brought  before  Mr.  Jnatice  Huntington,  charged 
with  driring  the  rate-collector  from  their  &ther'a  honaa,  armed  with  duba 
and  malting  use  of  threats  and  abuaiTe  language.  Being  minora,  (ht^ 
were  released  withoot  penalty,  bat  the  record  intimatea  that  their  fiuber 
was  implicated  in  the  misconduct  of  hia  sons.  The  fiunilj  were  probably 
Separatiiti,  and  tefnsed  to  pay  rates  for  the  support  of  Uie  r^ular  mia- 
iatij. 

These  lads  were  between  thirteen  and  seventeen  years  of  age.  Na- 
thaniel, the  oldest,  was  subsequently  a  soldier  in  the  French  war,  and 
■bo  in  the  war  of  the  Bentlulion.  He  setlled  at  Bennington,  VL,  and 
was  gnutd&ther  of  Uillaid  Filhnore,  thirteenth  Fresident  of  the  United 
State*. 

To  show  that  this  rigid  supcrriaion  of  the  public  morals  otmlinued  antil 
a  late'  period,  a  few  mbiutea  of  cases  of  trospau  will  be  given  from  if  8. 
papers  of  Richard  Hide,  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Pence,  between  the  years 
1700  and  1780. 

A  nftn  prDHDted  lor  prohna  twoaring,  having  bocn  heard  to  inj  at  tUa  jiubltc  houM 
—dainK  ma.     Sanlanccd  to  pa;  the  Bno  oF  6i.  aiiil  lUo  coata,  68.  3J. 

Anotlior  for  a  limitat  olTaDi^  ths  culprit  using  ttio  wonla  Go  lo  Ihe  Dtail.  Fiao  6(., 
BOfU  8i.  lOd. 

A  breach  of  peace  iij  tumaltuooa  behavior, — Aoe  10«.,  coiti  IBs.  8d. 

IT71.    A  fonng  woman  prcMolod  for  laughing,  ii 
llr.  GrOTer's,  Bobbath  evening — two  femalea  for 
reprimand. 

1774.  Eben'  Watonnao  Jr.  praMnled  b;  a  grand  juror,  for  profaning  the  Snbliath 
In  the  gollerjr  of  the  meeting- house  in  West  Bocieiy,  by  tulkiiig  in  llio  liine  of  divine 
•ervico  in  a  merry  manner,  to  make  sport.    Plead  guilty — Bna  lOi. 

"  To  Richard  Hide,  Eaq.,  of  Norwich,  ooe  of  hu  majoety's  JuatJcea  of  tlie  Peace  for 
the  county  of  New  London,  cornea  Ezra  Huntington  of  aaid  Norwich,  one  of  the  grand 
iuron  of  aaid  county,  and  on  oath  informs  and  iiroaciits,  lliat  Asu  Fuller,  a|}pn;nlii:o  to 
■aid  Km  Huntington,  and  Ede  Trap,  son  lo  Thomaa  Trap,  and  LeinutI  Wcntwurth, 
ton  to  Jame*  Wentworth,  and  Hannah  Forney,  and  Eliutbeih  Winbhip,  a  minor,  and 
langhtet  of  ttie  widow  WInthip,  all  of  Norwich  aforoaid,  did,  in  Norwich  aforesaid, 
>Q  the  eveutng  Ibllowlog  the  87tli  day  of  May  lost,  it  being  Sabbath  or  Lord'*  Day 
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erening,  meet  and  conyene  together,  and  walk  in  the  street  in  companj,  npon  no  relig- 
ioQB  occasion,  all  which  is  contrary  to  the  statute  of  this  colony  in  such  case  made  and 
provided. 

For  evidence  take  Peter  Latham  and  Unice  Manning. 

Dated  in  Norwich,  this  11th  day  of  Jane,  1770." 

Five  endorsements  are  made  on  Uio  back  of  this  presentment— one  for 
each  of  the  ofienders— -of  the  following  import : 

"  Jnne  13, 1770.  Then  pononally  appeared  Hannah  Forsey,  and  confbssod  guilty 
of  the  mnttcr  witliin,  and  sentenced  to  pay  3s.  to  the  Treasury  of  the  Town  and  Is. 
cost.— Before  Kichard  Hide,  Justice  of  roaco.— Judgment  satisfied." 

Number  of  i>ersons  admitted  as  freemen  of  Norwich,  from  1764  to  1777 
incUisivc,  of  tlie  following  family  names : 

Aliell,  12.  Huntington,  22.  Perkins,  11. 

Backus,  10.  Hyde,  22.  Smith,  11. 

]lu!«hncll,  10.  Lnthrop,  24.  Tracy,  25. 

E<Igerton,  10.  LcfHngwell,  8.  Waterman,  14. 

Other  names  of  early  proprietors  had  not  increased  in  similar  propor- 
tion : 

Adgnto,  1.  Eldorkin,  1.  Mason,  1. 

Baldwin,  4.  Fitch,  6.  Post,  3. 

Bingham,  3.  Gager,  5.  Reed,  5. 

Birchard,  2.  Gifford,  1.  Reynolds,  1. 

Bliss,  3.  Griswold,  2.  Rndd,  6. 
Calkins,  4. 


'  '» 


CHAPTEB  XVIIL 
BooLUUBTiOAL  AvvjoiB.    Mniiinni  Woodwasd  avd  Loxo. 

• 

In  1708,  the  town  was  presented  with  a  beU  bj  Oapt  Ben^  GrignoOia 
French  Protestant  who  had  recently  established  himself  in  the  place. 
This  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  Hugoenoi  bell,  brought  from  France  bj 
a  band  of  French  exiles,  who  purchased  lands  at  Oxford,  Mass^  and 
began  a  settlement,  which  the  hostile  visits  of  the  Indians  obliged  them 
soon  to  abandon.  Oapt  Ghngnon  was  one  of  this  dispersed  company,  and 
the  bell  had  doubtless  resounded  on  the  shores  of  Franco  and  amid  the 
woods  of  Oxford,  before  it  came  to  Norwich. 

A  TOte  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  the  generous  captain,  and  the  beD 
was  ordered  **io  be  hung  in  th$  hill  between  the  ende  of  the  townl"  and  to 
be  rung  on  the  Sabbath  and  ''on  all  public  days  and  at  nine  o'dodc  in  the 
evenfaig,  as  is  customary  in  other  places  where  tliere  are  bells.** 

The  phrase,  ^in  the  hiU^  is  a  doubtful  one,  but  according  to  tradition 
the  Grignon  boll  was  suHpondiMl  from  a  Bcuflblding  erected  u))on  the  ridge 
of  tho  bill  west  of  the  meeting-house,  near  the  path  by  which  foot-peoplo 
from  the  upper  part  of  the  town  came  across  lots  to  meeting.  Hero  it 
remained  for  many  years  unconnected  with  the  church,  and  midway  be- 
tween the  east  and  west  ends  of  the  town-plot.  The  position  was  grand 
and  imposing.  The  bell  dominated  from  its  lofty  site  over  the  wide  land- 
scape from  Yantic  and  Plain  Hill  to  Waweekus  Hill  at  the  Landing. 

Oapt  Grignon  was  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  an  inhabitant  in  1710, 
but  enjoyed  them  only  for  jfive  years  before  he  was  removed  by  death. 
The  town  lost  in  him  a  liberal  and  esteemed  citizen.  His  wife  preceded 
him  to  the  grave,  and  he  left  no  children.* 

Dec  6, 1709,  a  vote  was  passed  to  build  a  new  meeting-house,  the  di- 
mensions not  to  exceed  55  feet  by  45,  to  be  modeled  by  a  committee  of 
the  church,  and  completed  by  March  1,  1712. 

But  now  a  long  and  vehement  dispute  arose  with  respect  to  its  location. 
One  party  was  for  having  it  stand  upon  the  site  of  the  old  one  upon  the 
hill ;  the  other,  on  the  plain. ,  Both  sides  were  exceedhigly  violent  and 


*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  chapter. 
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obstinate,  and  for  two  or  three  jcars  the  whole  town  was  absorbed  by  the 
question.  At  length  thej  agreed  to  submit  it  to  three  impartial  gentlemen 
of  Lebanon.  Gipt.  William  Clark,  Mr.  William  Halsej,  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Huntington  were  designated  as  umpires.  These  persons  came  to  Nor- 
wich, examined  the  premises  with  care,  heard  all  that  either  partj  had  to 
allege,  and  afler  due  deliberation  recommended  that  it  should  be  built  on 
the  plain. 

The  frame  was  accordingly  prepared  upon  the  plain,  but  the  community 
was  not  satisfied,  and  the  town  refused  to  concur.  Another  meeting  was 
called,  at  which  only  twenty-eight  persons  voted,  but  of  these,  twenty- 
seven  were  for  setting  the  house  upon  the  hill,  and  this  party  prevailed.* 

Tlie  new  building  stood  near  the  site  of  the  old  one,  and  was  completed 
for  service  in  December,  1713.  A  vote  was  then  passed  to  sell  the  old 
edifice,  which  had  lasted  forty  years. 

John  Eldcrkin,  2d,  son  of  the  old  church  builder,  was  the  architect  of 
this  new  building.  Afler  its  completion  he  presented  his  petition,  stating 
that  he  had  suffered  considerable  loss  by  his  agreement,  and  praying  ^the 
worthy  gentlemen  of  the  town  to  make  some  retaliation."  He  was  accord- 
ingly relieved  by  a  grant  of  fifly  acres  of  land. 

The  exiieiisc  of  this  edifice  wns  mainly  defrayed  by  sales  of  land.  A 
meeting-house  committee  wns  in  the  first  place  appointed,  who  offered 
land  in  lieu  of  money  to  be  advanced  for  the  work.  Capt  Grignoni 
among  others,  advanced  small  sums  at  several  different  times,  and  re- 
ceived in  return  portions  of  land. 

One  of  tlic  fixtures  of  this  inecting-house  was  an  hour-glass,  placed  in 
a  frame  and  made  fjust  to  the  pulpit ;  [cost  25.  8rf.]  This  hour-glass,  in 
1729,  was  placed  under  the  particular  charge  of  Capt.  Joseph  Tracy,  who 
was  rcfiiicsted  to  see  that  it  was  duly  turned  when  it  ran  out  in  service 
time,  and  that  the  time  was  kept  between  meetings ;  the  bellman  being 
charged  to  attend  his  orders  herein. 

Nothing  has  been  found  on  record  that  furnishes  any  hint  respecting 
tlie  architecture  of  this  church.  It  was  probably  crowned  with  a  steeple 
and  belfry,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  Grignon  bell  was  ever  removed 
to  it. 

Among  the  worshipers  in  this  sanctuary  was  Mrs.  Sarah  Knight,  a 
trades-woman  from  Boston,  who  resided  for  a  few  years  in  Norwich,  and 
has  been  identified  as  the  IMrs.  Knight  whose  Diary  of  a  Journey  from 


*  Tlic  (ilnco  finally  decided  upon,  and  tho  actual  building  of  tho  house,  aro  not  stated 
in  tho  rccordfl  ;  and  the  fiict  tliat  tho  frame-work  was  prepared  and  sot  up  on  tho  plain, 
led  tho  author,  in  tho  first  edition  of  this  work,  to  adopt  tho  opinion  that  this  third 
mcctinf^-hotiRO  was  l)uilt  upon  tho  plain.  But  further  investigation  and  tho  uniform 
testimony  of  tradition,  which  show  that  tho  hill-top  was  crowned  with  a  church,  where 
the  congregation  gatliercd  for  worship  till  1760,  or  later,  have  led  to  a  reverse  conclu- 
non. 
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BostoD  to  New  Tprk,  made  oa  honelNidL  in  1704,  was  pimerved  fai 
naoripl  and  first  published  in  182fi. 
l%e  fidlowing  extract  is  from  the  town  reoordy  Ang.  IS,  1717: 

''TbelowngnuiiiUbsrtjlo  Mis.  Sanh  Knight  to  ritt  In  the  pao  when  aho  aso  to 
sit  fai  ys  niMtfaig  hoaas.'' 

This  evidently  refers  to  a  previous  residence  in  the  place.  Aeoocding 
to  traditioui  she  presented  to  the  church  a  handsome  siivor  goUet  to  be 
used  in  their  communion  service. 

Colonel  John  livingston  of  New  London,  who  married  Elisabeth,  thto 
dani^ter  and  only  child  of  Mrs.  Knight,  died  m  Eng^d,  but  the  invea- 
|toi7  of  his  personal  effects  was  taken  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Knigh^ 
fai  Norwich,  March  10, 1721.  She  removed  afterward  with  her  daug^iter 
to  the  Livingston  fiurm  in  the  Mdhegan  territoiy,  where  she  died  in  1727, 
and  was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  at  New  London.* 

The  old  meeting-house  w|is  sold  to  Nathaniel  Budd  for  £l2JiSi  but 
the  purchaser  afterward  representing  to  the  town  that  he  was  ''sid:  cl  his 
bargain,^  the  price  was  considerably  reduced.!  The  inhabitants  of  tiM 
West  Farms  were  at  that  time  looking  forward  to  a  separate  ecdesiasHcal 
organisation,  and  the  relinquished  edifice  was  designed  by  Mr,  Budd  tar 
their  use.  The  frame  was  doubtless  left  behind,  but  the  old  pews,  pulpit^ 
galleries,  ^bo,  afterward  performed  a  second  perk)d  of  service  on  a  com* 
manding  height  hi  the  present  town  of  Franklin. 

Ecclesiastical  dissensions  began  to  agitato  tlie  town  immediately  after 
the  promulgation  of  the  Saybrook  Phitform  in  1708.  The  Norwich 
Church  was  of  tlio  independent  Congregational  order,  firmly  planted  upon 
the  Cambridge  Platform,  and  jealous  of  extraneous  influenoea,  whether 
civil  or  ecclesiastical.  The  members  claimed  the  right  of  ordering  church 
affairs  in  their  own  way,  and  denied  tlie  jurisdiction  of  mugistrutes  and 
presbyteries. 

The  Saybrook  Platform — a  body  of  rules  for  the  regulation  of  churches 
•—was  drawn  up  and. adopted  by  a  council  of  delegates  from  various 
churches  in  Connecticut,  at  Saybrook,  where  this  instrument  was  signed, 
Sept.  9, 1708.  The  delegates  were  sixteen  in  number,  twelve  ministers 
and  four  laymen.  It  was  confirmed  by  the  General  Court  in  October  of 
the  same  year,  and  established  as  a  law  of  the  colony.  No  churches  were 
acknowledged  by  law,  as  churches,  that  did  not  subscribe  to  this  platform. 

But  the  Legislature  added  a  proviso  to  the  law,  allowing  churches  and 

*  Five  deeds,  to  "Sarah  Knight,  widow  and  shop  keeper/'  or  to  "  Mistress  Sarah 
Knight,  shop-keeper,"  are  recorded  at  Norwich  from  1716  to  1718.  In  the  inventory 
of  her  estate,  her  property  in  Norwich  was  valued  at  X210.  Slie  had  made  laige  par- 
chases  of  Indian  land  in  partnership  with  Joseph  Bradford. 

t  The  accounts  of  the  West  Farms  parish  show  that  thej  gave  for  it  £5  10s. 
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societies  that  dissented,  to  exercise  worship  and  discipline  in  their  own 
way,  according  to  their  consciences. 

Mr.  Woodward  had  been  one  of  the  delegates,  and  Secretary  of  the 
Synod.  He  was  a  warm  advocate  of  the  Platform,  and  strenuous  for  its 
adoption  by  the  church  of  which  he  was  pastor.  It  is  said  that  when  he 
received  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  accepting  and  establishing  the  Plat- 
form as  the  ecclesiastical  constitution  of  the  colony,  he  read  off  the  first 
clause  of  it  to  his  congregation,  but  withheld  that  part  of  it  whicli  allowed 
dissenters  to  regulate  their  worship  in  their  own  way ;  whereupon  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  town,  Uichard  I^iishncll  and  Joseph  Backus^  rose  in 
their  scats  and  laid  the  whole  act  before  the  people. 

Mr.  W(»o<lward  appears  at  this  time  to  have  been  sustained  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  churcli,  but  the  rent  that  had  been  made  widening  daily,  the 
two  members  mentioned  above  and  many  others  withdrew  from  the  con- 
gregation and  held  meetings  on  the  Sabbath  by  themselves.  At  the  next 
session  of  the  Legislature,  the  two  representatives  from  Norwich  were 
called  u\H}n  to  answer  for  the  course  they  had  taken,  and  expelled  from 
the  house  with  a  vote  of  censure. 

Mr.  Woodwanl  made  no  entry  upon  the  records  respecting  the  dissen- 
sions that  disturbed  the  community.  The  registry  of  baptisms  and  ad- 
missions to  the  church  is  all  that  appears  under  his  hand  afler  1709.  The 
town  records  are  also  chary  in  their  allusions  to  this  overshadowing  trouble, 
merely  giving  results,  or  referring  to  papers  kept  on  file,  which  have  not 
come  down  to  us. 

The  ditricultios  between  minister  and  people  were  increased  by  repeated 
complaints  on  his  part  of  tlie  insuflicicncy  of  his  salary.  In  1711,  he 
stated  that  his  family  expenses  had  one  year  risen  to  seven-score  pounds, 
and  the  previous  year  to  six-score.  The  town,  however,  voted  that  they 
"did  not  sec  fit  to  add  to  tlicir  burdens,"  and  granted  only  the  stipulated 
sum  of  £70.  Winter  wheat  was  at  this  time  six  shillings  per  bushel,  and 
Indian  com  half  that  price.  But  to  every  application  of  Mr.  Woodward 
from  year  to  year  for  an  increase  of  salary,  the  town  gave  a  steady  neg- 
ative. 

Mnrcli  11,  1713-4.  A  writing  was  received  from  Mr.  Woodward  and  twice  read 
nnd  considered.  After  which  the  question  wiw  put,  "  Whether  it  wag  their  mind 
8ol)crly  to  dinscnt  from  the  new  IMatform  of  Church  discipline ; " — the  vote  passed  iu 
the  aflinnatirc. 

Nov.  16,  1714.  This  town  grants  liberty  to  those  that  are  dissatisfied  with  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Woodward's  mantigoment  in  the  work  of  tlie  ministry  to  call  another  minister  to 
preach  to  them,  at  their  own  cliargo  until  the  difHcuUics  tliey  labor  under  are  removed. 

A  protest  against  this  vote  was  signed  by  seventeen  persons, — Hunting- 
tons,  Lothrops,  Tracy s,  Watermans,  and  others, — good  names  and  true. 
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Thqr  were  now  upon  the  verge  of  disimioii.  Severe!  eooneib  were  held, 
one  sueoeediiig  anothWi  bat  tfie  waves  of  discord  roUed  too  Ugh  to  be 
soothed  by  such  expedients.  Mr.  Saltonstalli  then  QovenMur  of  the  ed- 
on7i  and  a  strenuous  advocate  of  the  new  phitfimni  viuted  them  and  used 
his  influence  to  restore  harmony  of  opinioui  but  no  reconcilii^kion  or  oom- 
promise  could  be  effected. 

Mr.  Joseph  Badras,  who  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  pertj  opposed 
to  Mr.  Woodward,  wesA  to  Ipswich  to  consult  with  the  minister  of  thai 
place,  Mr.  John  Wise,  a  noted  opponent  of  ecdedastical  platforms,  and 
to  Boston,  where  he' visited  Dr.  Increase  Mather,  whoee  opinions  in  regard 
to  church  independency  were  of  a  similar  stamp.  He  came  back,  eon- 
firmed  in  determination  not  to  yield  the  point 

* 

5  Oct  1715.  "The  inhsbitanti  rsflectiiig  with  great  grief  end  sorow  on  js  dMe- 
loni  and  oontentioiif  Uuu  if  yet  oontinning  end  incressing  in  this  town,  reepe^iog  the 
msasgement  of  eccleslsiticsl  sffidct  and  no  likelihood  of  a  good  sgreement  Is  go  on 
together,  agree  to  sddieei  ye  Qenenl  Assembly  lor  liberty  lo  be  two  societies. 

Voted  by  a  AiU  vole.''  ^ 

»  Before  the  above  vote  was  acted  upon,  Gov.  SaltonstaU  recommended 
the  calling  of  a  council  to  dismiss  Mr.  Woodward,  as  a  measure  that 
might  possibly  prevent  an  actual  rupture  of  the  church.  This  proposition 
being  laid  before  the  town,  resulted  in  a  vote  of  44  in  his  fiivor  against  Sfi 
opposers.* 

A  coundl  condsting  of  a  select  number  of  the  most  respectable  minis- 
ters of  New  England  was  accordingly  convened.  Mr.  Stoddard  of  North- 
ampton was  appointed  moderator.  After  long  deliberation,  the  council 
recommended  a  dissolution  of  the  connection  with  Mr.  Woodward,  and  he 
was  accordingly  dismissed,  Sept  18, 1716. 

The  difficulties  with  Mr.  Woodward,  and  his  ultimate  dismission,  excited 
a  deep  interest  in  the  churches  of  the  country.  A  disruption  of  the  ties 
between  pastor  and  parish  was  then  an  uncommon  event,  and  not  easy  to 
be  brought  about  The  state,  as  well  as  the  church,  ecclesiastical  coun- 
cils, minister  and  people,  must  all  consent  to  the  canceling  of  the  sacred 
bond.  I 

Mr,  Woodward  and  the  town  parted  very  ungraciously ;  he,  demanding 
arrearages  of  salary,  and  they,  contending  that  he  had  been  overpaid  his 
just  dues.  Each  party  afterward  instituted  legal  proceedings  gainst  the 
other  for  debt  or  damage,  and  the  accounts  were  not  settled  till  1721, 
when  Mr.  Woodward  recovered  judgment  against  the  town,  and  had  his 
just  claims  satisiied. 

*  This  was  called  a  paper  rote.  Those  for  dismission  wrote  something  on  their 
papers ;  the  others  brought  in  clean  paper.  Capt.  Robert  Denison  was  active  at  this 
meeting,  and  assisted  the  clerk  in  counting  the  votes. 


HIBTOBT    OF    NOBWIOH.  287 

Mr.  Woodward  was  a  native  of  Dedham,  Mass.  Afler  settling  in  Nor- 
wich, he  married  in  1703,  Sarah  Bosewell,  and  when  he  left  the  place  in 
171 6,  had  a  family  of  six  children — four  daughters  and  two  sons,  Rose- 
well  and  John.  He  was  never  settled  again,  but  lived  on  a  farm  in  East 
Haven,  where  he  died  in  1746. 

The  dismission  of  Mr.  Woodward  did  not  calm  the  excited  minds  of  the 
people.  To  the  act  itself  there  was  strong  opposition, — a  protest  against 
it,  signed  bj  thirty-four  persons,  having  been  presented  to  the  counciL 
The  protesters,  however,  were  mostly  farmers  upon  the  outlands,  not 
inhabitants  of  the  town-plot 

On  the  19tli  of  September,  only  a  few  days  afler  the  act  of  dismission, 
the  town  voted  to  invite  Mr.  Willard  to  preach  for  them  as  a  candidate. 
This  was  probably  Mr.  Joseph  Willard,  who  graduated  at  Tale  College  in 
1714.  lie  is  not  again  mentioned  in  tlie  records,  and  it  may  be  inferred 
that  the  invitation  was  not  accepted.  The  excitement  in  the  church  con- 
tinued, and  a  rupture  seemed  inevitable. 

Fortunately,  Providence  had  provided  a  peace-maker  who  was  ready  to 
step  forward  and  in  the  temper  and  spirit  of  the  gospel  allay  the  disturb- 
ances of  the  church  and  bring  the  members  together  again  as  one  body. 
A  town  vote  of  Dec.  6, 1716,  was  the  precursor  of  this  better  state  of 
afiairs. 

"Voted  to  call  Mr,  Benjamin  Lord  on  tiyal." 

Mr.  Lord  was  a  native  of  Saybrook,  and  then  about  twenty-four  years 
of  age.  lie  graduated  at  Yale  two  years  before,  and  was  now  just  enter- 
ing into  the  ministry.  He  came  immediately  to  Norwich,  and  made  him- 
self acceptable  to  all  parties.  In  June,  the  next  year,  he  was  invited  by 
a  unanimous  vote  of  the  church  to  become  their  minister,  with  the  offer 
of  £100  per  annum  for  salary,  with  the  use  of  the  parsonage  lands,  and 
wood  sufficient  for  his  use,  to  bo  dropped  at  his  door, — '^  provided  he  set- 
tle himself  without  charge  to  the  town." 

He  was  ordained  Nov.  20, 1717;  both  parties  uniting  in  their  esteem 
for  him,  so  that  he  was  accustomed  to  say  he  could  never  tell  which  was 
most  friendly  to  him.  At  his  ordination  the  church  explicitly  renounced 
the  Saybrook  Platform  as  their  code  of  faith. 

The  following  members  of  Mr.  Fitch's  church  were  still  aUve : 

William  DackaSj^  Solomon  Tracy,  Joseph  Reynolds, 

Stephen  Qiffbrd,  Samnel  Lothrop,  Chr.  Huntington, 

Th.  Lofflngwell,  Joseph  Lothrop,  Simon  Uantington, 

Joseph  Bushnell,  John  Elderkin,  Samnel  Griswold, 

Richard  Doshnell,  Esq.  Caleb  Abell,  Nathaniel  Backos. 
JosiahReed, 

These,  and  fifteen  others  received  into  the  church  by  Mr.  Woodward, 
composed  at  this  time  the  male  members  of  the  church. 
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..,'Hr.,]xifd  merited  the  pnlie  aoeorded  to  him,  of  being '»  Bepainr  of 
bnNWboB  ud  a  Beatonr  of  paths  to  dwdl  in."  For  twentT^eerea  jean 
afier^lita  Httlflm^t,  tbt  pastor,  diiinih  and  congregatiOD  acted  ha{mo> 
tdoo^ together,  like  brethren  in  nni^.  "So  that  [naiBg  hia  own  wordi] 
fromaHuMhand  a  Meribah,  a  plaoo  of  TemptatioD  ud  Strift^  tbii  ia 
a  good  meann  beoama  a  Salem,  a  plaoe  of  Feaoe." 

1  -^'ti'  -  -' 

ApriTao,!?!?.    ToMdtaiufaitiinthAiidnlibyaotlir  amebntbjecntribtflaM 
M  bt  tikaa  mp  br  Ai  daMOH  «ii  the  flnt  MbbaA  of  «ni7  nanA. 
iJJt^iJt.-. ' 

Tb»  two  deaooQi  of  ISr.  Fitch's  chordi  were  Thomas  Adgate  and  Dog^ 
Oi)Uiis.t.,The  latter  beo(Hnii%  aged,  Simon  Hiintiiigton  ai^pears  to  have 
baM.BModated  with  them,  probablj  about  1680.  After  this  the  deaeons 
aiffipreaented  in  paln,^ — a  Toanger  pair  bdng  chosen  tar  assWants  as  the 
ddHrs  adranoe  into  the  rale  of  jears. 

Simon  Huntington,  the  son  of  Deacon  Simon,  and  Christo^wr,  the  son 
of  the  proprietor  Cliri6tO|>her,  constitnted  tlie  second  generatlan  of  dea- 
cons. In  1718,  Thomas  Adgate,  2d,  and  Thomas  liofflngwell,  were  cho- 
sen auistant  deacons.  Mr.  Lefilngwell  died  in  17S4,  C3uwto[dier  Hont- 
iiigton  in  1735,  and  Simon  in  1780,  leading  oolj  Deacon  Adgala  in  office, 
'.k  On  the. 18th  of  January,  1787,  a  fonrth  set  oame  into  office,  na.,  He»- 
ekJEih,  80D  to  the  late  Den.  Clirlstoplier  Hnn^ngtCMi,  and  Ebeneser,  son  to 
the  lafo  Dea.  Simon  IluntingUX). 

No  olher  Joncona  were  appointed  nntil  17ft4,  when  Simon  Hiintingtot^ 
son  of  Deacon  EbencEcr,  nod  Shnon  IVaef,  Esq^  were  dtosen  and  intnn' 
duccd  into  otlico^  will)  ^cnt  solemnity.  Handii  were  imposed,  and  Dr. 
Lord  preached  on  the  oecaaioD  from  2  Tim.  3  1 6-10.     [Aug.  31.] 

The  venerable  Deacon  Adgate,  Iwm  in  tlie  eighth  year  of  the  settle- 
ment, lived  to  be  ninety-two  years  of  age.  His  existence  nearly  covers 
the  whole  space  from  the  settlement  to  the  Revolution. 


Wxa.— Raii  Origmm. 
^  Cuft.  Grignon  mi  ooe  of  the  conput;  of  prouetAOt  exile*,  or  Huguenot*,  that  MUled 
In  the  town  of  Oxford,  Mau.,  nboat  the  je«r  I6S6.  Tliot  latilemont  Imving  bean  broken 
npbj  the  ladliuuln  1690,  tlieexilet  were  illsperMd  Into  Torioui  pnTtiofNow  Kn^lnnil. 
Gapt.  Qiignon  wme  to  Norwich,  flnt  U  maattr  or  a  trading  tesuI,  but  he  afterward 
•ettled  in  fhe  town  ai  a  goldsmith,  and  wm  received  to  the  privilogei  of  a  regular 
InhaUtantlnino.  * 

HU  will  U  dated  March  SO,  and  prored  April  IS,  1T15.  He  appointed  Ricbaid 
Bnihnell  ezecntor,  and  beqaaathed  to  him  his  "litTer-failted  iword,  double-barrel  gun, 
and  caaeof  piatoli."  After  imall  Icgaciei  to  Daniel  Dcahon,  Jamea  Barret,  and  "Jane 
Jesnon,  allal  Nomaodj,"  be  give*  the  remainder  of  big  estate  "  to  my  dear  and  well- 
beloTed  friend  Harj  Uranne."  Thoae  persona  were  all  probably  members  of  his  fam- 
ily. Hit  wife  bad  deceaicd  a  abort  time  belbm  him,  and  in  the  iuTcatoij  of  his  csLats 
ber  qiparal  li  ettimated  at  £33.  ' 
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His  hoiue,  barn,  and  interest  in  mills  was  set  down  at  £630. 
A  negro  woman  and  her  child,  £40. 
Horse,  £25.    Books,  £23. 

Manj  debts  were  however  to  be  paid,  and  the  residue  was  small. 
This  estimable  French  Captain  and  his  wife  were  undoubtedly  interred  in  the  Hunt- 
ington burial-ground,  but  no  memorial  points  out  the  place. 

Daniel  Deshon,  afterward  a  well-known  citizen  of  New  London,  was  a  Huguem 
youth  in  the  family  of  Ren6  Grignon,  and  is  thus  remembered  in  his  will : 

"I  gire  to  Daniel  Deshon  my  goldsmith's  tools,  and  desire  that  he  may  learn 
trade  of  some  suitable  person  in  Boston,  and  hare  ten  pounds  when  he  comes  of  a( 

The  yonth  was  accordingly  placed  with  John  Gray,  a  goldsmith  of  Boston, 
whom  ho  romoTcd  to  New  Tendon,  where  Gray  died  in  1 720. 

To  James  Barret,  an  apprentice  to  Capt.  Grignon,  the  will  relinqubhes  the  remi 
der  of  his  time. 


19 


CHAPTEB  XIX. 
Tan  BoaiBum  Bfhodi.   Pahib  Caaxmor. 

.  Thb  Rogerenesy  or  followers  of  John  Bogera,  were  a  Btnall 

«tluit  originated  in  the  vicmity  of  New  London  before  the  year  1700* 
ir  history  does  not  belong  to  Norwich,  and  will  be  no  further  intro- 
duced than  is  necessary  to  give  a  clear  statement  of  certain  events  that 
took  pkoe  in  the  town  on  the  26th  and  27th  of  July,  1725, — events  of 
minor  importance  in  themselves,  but  of  considerable  notoriety  at  the  time. 
Both  parties  having  made  printed  statements  of  the  affair,  we  have  the 
aid,  or  ratlier  the  perplexity,  of  opposite  lights  in  reviewing  the  scene. 

The  Rpgerenes  esteemed  all  clays  alike  in  regard  to  sanctity.  To 
dutTQiy  pri$sierqft  and  ihi  idoUUry  of  Sunday^  were  special  objects  of 
their  leader's  mission,  and  his  disciples,  at  several  distinct  periods  of 
enhanced  seal,  devoted  themselves  to  the  same  task.  To  produce  any 
effect,  aggressive  movements  were  necessary,  and  they  made  various 
attempts  to  break  up  the  worshiping  asscinlilics  of  tlieir  iic'iglib4)rrt.  They 
were  uccustonied,  on  (lio  Stibbulli,  to  sqianito  into  Hniall  bunds,  und  go 
througli  the  country,  entering  tlie  meeting-houses  in  time  of  divine  serviec, 
and  by  various  noises  and  other  provocations,  interrupting  the  worsliip. 
They  made  several  visits  to  Dr.  Ix)rd's  meeting-house,  but  that  excellent 
man  always  treated  them  with  great  lenity.  John  llogers  liimself,  the 
founder  of  the  sect,  beset  Dr.  Lord  one  Sunday  morning,  as  lie  ciune  out 
of  tlie  house,  to  go  to  meeting,  and  followed  him  thilher,  inveighing  and 
shouting  against  priestcrafl,  as  Was  his  usual  custom.  Just  as  the  venera- 
ble minister  reached  the  porch  of  the  meeting-house,  and  taking  off  his 
hat  displayed  an  august  and  graceful  white  wig,  Kogei*s  exchiimed  in  a 
loud  voice,  '*  Benjamin  I  Benjamin  !  dost  thou  think  that  they  wear  white 
wigs  in  heaven  I  '** 

Ailer  the  death  of  their  founder  in  1721,  there  is  no  account  of  any 
Rogerene  visit  to  Norwich,  till  Sunday,  July  26,  1725,  when  a  party  of 
eight  persons  were  arrested  and  committed  to  prison  for  traveling  on  the 

*  One  of  the  Rogerene  elders  on  horseback,  passing  through  Norwich,  saw  a  cerUun 
deacon  with  whom  he  was  acquainted,  in  a  field,  mowing.  Dismounting  and  leaning 
over  the  wall,  he  called  aload,  "Deacon  1  will  70a  stop  mowing  awhile,  and  argue  f" 
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Sabbath*  Thej  were  tried  the  next  day.  One  of  them  was  a  womaiii 
Sarah  Culver  by  name,  called  bj  them  a  iinging  sister,  Thej  stated  that 
thej  were  on  their  waj  from  Groton  to  Lebanon,  to  baptize  a  person,  or/ 
see  him  baptized  hj  others,  as  circumstances  should  be.  One  of  their 
party,  named  Davis,  they  declared  vested  with  apostolic  commission  and 
authority  to  preach  and  baptize.  Some  of  this  sect  had  previously  been 
taken  up  in  other  parts  of  the  county,  and  fined  five  shillings  per  head  for 
breaking  the  Sabbath,  and  they  now  traveled  in  defiance  of  the  law  and 
its  penalty,  boasting  that  they  could  buy  the  idolaters'  Sabbaths  for  five 
shillings  apiece.  But  on  arriving  at  Norwidi,  they  found,  as  Mr.  Justice 
Backus  observed,  that  they  had  risen  in  price,  for,  being  taken  before  the , 
said  justice,  they  were  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  shillings  per 
head,  or  to  bo  wliippcd  ten  or  fifteen  lashes  each.  Not  being  able  to  pay 
the  fine,  they  were  obliged  to  submit  to  the  latter  punishment. 

Acconling  to  tradition,  sticks  of  prim  were  used,  and  one  of  the  com- 
pany had  warm  tor  poured  over  his  head  and  his  hat  put  on  in  thair  state» 
as  a  reprisal  for  his  contumacy  in  refusing  to  take  off  his.  bf^  in  cour^i 
These  are  legendary  exaggerations.    The  accounts  publishe4  at  the  tiqiQ) 
say  nothing  of  the  tar,  and  they  distinctly  state  tl^at  the  f^kes^^vf^ireii 
iufiictcd  with  a  whip-cord.*  : .  .'       . »  ,,t 

The  party  being  released,  proceeded  to  Lebanon,  where  the  next  Sal^.^ 
bath  they  were  again  arrested  on  a  similar  plea  of  desecrating  the  day^^ 
but  their  fines  were  paid  for  them  by  some  compassionate  citizens.    They 
then  challenged  the  ministers  of  Lebanon,  Messrs.  Flatt  and  Williams,  to 
a  public  debate,  at  which,  says  Mr.  Backus,  they  were  completely  foiled. 

The  lion.  Joseph  Jenks,  deputy-governor  of  Rhode  Island,  took  the 
part  of  the  despised  Rogcrencs,  and  issued  a  proclamation  respecting  the  ■ 
arrest  at  Norwich,  which  he  caused  to  be  posted  up  in  various  parts  of 
his  own  State,  in  order,  as  he  stated,  that  the  people  might  see  what  was 
to  be  expected  from  a  Presbyterian  government  in  case  Connecticut  should 
succeed  in  the  eflforts  she  was  then  making  to  obtain  the  jurisdiction  over 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations.  In  this  document  the  case  is 
briefly  stated  that  a  peaceable  company  of  Rogerenes  "were  going  on  the 
First  Day  of  the  Week  to  a  religious  meeting  at  Lebanon  in  order  to  bap- 
tize, or  see  a  person  baptized  and  were  all  apprehended  as  malefactors 
and  unmercifully  whipt." 

*  It  has  been  a  current  tradition  that  prim  hedges  were  onco  coo^mon  in  Norwich,  bat 
that  withs  of  prim  being  used  to  whip  the  Quakers,  they  began  immediately  to  decay, 
and  it  has  since  been  difficult  to  makevthe  plants  flourish.  We  can  not  ascertain,  how^ 
ever,  that  the  Quakers  wore  ever  arrested  and  punished  in  Norwich,  except  in  the 
instance  aboVe  related.  Nor  does  it  appear  from  any  authentic  source  that  a  scene  of 
tarring  and  feathering, — that  odious  oxhibltion  of  popular  indignation, — ^was  ever  en< 
acted  within  the  limits  of  the  town,  either  against  the  despised  Qciakers  of  old,  or  the 
defiant  tories  of  the  Rerolution. 
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JoMph  Backu,  Eiq.,  tha  jutioe  that  aCkiatad  oa  tbii  oeoarioa,  imial  a 
TpjAj  to  Ibe  pronlamiuina,  In  pamphlet  fimn.  He  sUtea  that  the  tntTdng 
pai^  timad  thdr  airiral  in  town  w  a*  to  meet  the  pe<q^  oooiing  fton 
dtdf  noraiog  wonhlp  i  that  tbe7  oalled  mt  load) j  to  some  of  theoi,  aad 
yAaa  braUght  bafim  a  magiatista,  acknowledged  that  they  knew  it  to  b« 
affioMt  the  kw  to  tcaTel  on  that  da/,  but  that  tbaj  did  it  In  de6Booe  of 
Ibe  Uw./  The  ttripee,  he  latd,  did  not  exoead  tan,  except  in  tlie  eaaa  of 
'  flie';in(Mt  obetiDate  of  them,  tIs^  Davit,  who  reoeired  flfteeDi  that  tha 
it  waa  a  ain^  end,  withoot  a  knot  in  it  i  and  be  adda : 


^^i 


I7  Oib  iMslali  dwiM  fl^  eoutnbMd  au  to  ordv  tU«  pmdriwMnt  er  JBwHid 
tha  lav," 

"Kanimraaatar  AapM^  ftwlj  ollkradto  aonaof  Omto  paj  Ibahr  flaa  fcr 
A^k  .  Bat  dwr  >rft>Md  tha  UndMM  with  dbdaln,  nd  aijiag  In  waA  Ot^mOi* 
expnuloiu  thu  ihej  woald  DM  aka  ^  a  pin  ftma  tha  lablt^  or  giva  tha  dan  of  thilr 
ulli  to  be  diicharged,  lad  woaU  PM  nUta  of  tha  Mt^  br  a  fiwt  Mm." 

John  Rogers,  son  of  the  fbondar  of  the  aeot,  and  one  of  the  ndRuiag 
party  at  Norwich,  pabUihed  a  rqj<dnder  U  Ur.  BaAua.  Hia  itelMnant 
is,  that  they  were  paa^ng  throogfa  Horwiah,  along  the  eoantej  nmi,  in  aa 
orderly  manner,  ami  were  onward  the  beat  part  of  a  mile  iMjond  die 
meeting-house,  when  they  were  arretted  and  made  prlaoneta  bj  a  eooatft* 
hie  and  a  rude  set  of  joong  men,  nba  ofihred  great  abate  to  ■ome  of  tba 
company. 
'  He  acknowledges  that  they  timTeled  fai  dellanoe  of  Iba  kw,  hut  it  wH  ft 
law  "  set  up  by  man  to  prerent  people  from  aerrlng  God  aeoordbig  to  their 
oonidences."  The  oord  osed,  he  aays,  was  too  large  to  admit  of  a  knot| 
the  woonds  it  Inflicted  were  terrible,  and  the  marks  would  remain  in  the 
bodiea  of  the  anSerera  till  the  grave  ahould  hide  them. 

"ThemwtTncboia  tbeflMn«*M  ranch  at  wacboM  tba  whip;  Ibr  ndlbar  thaj  nor 
wa  cboa*  elthar  iha  fltmM  or  tha  whip,  but  at  wa  wera  oompelled  theiato  by  oar  enA 


'  In  reference  to  their  rqjeclion  of  the  proffered  kindness  of  pa^ng  their 
fine,  he  says : 

"SonwatNonrichtaJbdof  pa7inK(beflDa,bntdi<]DotdoU;  bat  at  LabaiuMi,  the 
naxt  weak,  nnder  tlmilu  dieanuUDGM,  thgy  actoally  paid  It."* 

*  Tha  elgfat  panoiit  of  thii  BogeraaB  putj  wen  John  Bogen,  John  Bollei  aod  Jo- 
seph Bollaa  of  New  London,  John  Culver,  Andrew  Davii,  Jamee  Smith,  John  Water- 
hoBta  and  Stiah  CalTerftooi  Qroion.  Thej  were  going  to  Lebanon  at  the  reqaeitof 
Ifuy  Ilaiin  of  that  place,  "  who  tent  na  woid,"  aaid  John  Rogen,  "  that  the  dealred 
to  be  bi^illMd  hj  our  Soeietj."  Slie  wu  baptiied  after  they  arrived  in  Lebanon,  and 
a  ftw  dajt  later  thejr  baptliad  Blttha  Hann.  On  the  SSth  of  Aogoit  a  pablio  diipnle 
wat  bald  at  Lebanon,  between  tba  Ber.  Hi.  Whiting  and  Joaiab  Gatea,  a  Sabbatarian, 
ntpactlog  the  Flntday  Sabbatli. 
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Paper  Currbnot. 

Mr.  Lord's  salary  had  been  fixed  at  £100  per  annum.  In  1726  a 
present  was  made  him  of  £25,  and  the  next  jear  twelve  contributioos 
were  granted  him,  to  be  taken  up  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  every  month* 
These  gratuities  were  to  compensate  for  the  depreciation  of  the  currency. 

The  first  paper  money,  or  Bills  of  credit,  emitted  in  Connecticut,  had 
the  date  of  July  12, 1709.  The  emissions  were  repeated  in  small  parcels, 
at  intervals,  afterwards.  For  many  years  no  redundancy  of  the  circulating 
medium  was  apparent,  and  the  depreciation  of  the  bills  was  of  course  tri- 
fling. The  issues  were  generally  employed  to  defray  the  expense  of  some 
warlike  expedition,  and  were  both  a  convenience  and  an  advantage  to  the 
community.  When  the  bills  came  back  to  the  treasury  in  payment  of 
taxes,  tlicy  were  destroyed. 

The  greatest  difilculty  attending  the  issue  of  these  bills,  was  the  ease 
with  which  they  could  be  altered  or  counterfeited.  In  1785,  so  large  an 
impression  of  counterfeit  bills  was  in  circulation,  that  the  Assembly 
ordered  an  issue  with  a  new  stamp,  to  the  value  of  £25,000,  to  be  ez« 
changed  for  the  old  ones. 

In  1740,  on  account  of  the  war  with  Spain,  bills  were  emitted  to  the 
amount  of  £45,000,  and  several  smaller  sums  afterward.  These  were 
called  Bills  of  the  New  Tenor;  all  before  this  took  the  designation  of  Old 
Tenor. 

« 

Until  the  emission  of  the  New  Tenor,  the  credit  of  the  old  bills  was 
tolerably  supported.  The  depreciation  now  ran  on  with  rapid  strides,  and 
confusion  in  accounts,  perplexity  and  want  of  confidence  in  the  dealings  of 
man  with  man,  suspension  of  activity  and  pecuniary  distress  were  the  con 
sequences.  The  clashing  of  old  and  new  tenor  rendered  the  currency 
mazy  and  uncertain.  Prices  were  greatly  enhanced,  but  fluctuating; 
impositions  frequent,  and  speculation  triumphed  over  honest  industry.  It 
was  a  diflicult  thing  to  graduate  price  to  value,  with  a  currency  so  vague 
and  fluctuating.  At  this  time  a  bill  of  twenty  shillings  would  scarcely 
balance  an  ounce  of  coined  silver,  though  professing  on  the  face  of  it  to 
be  equal  to  three  ounces,  silver  being  reckoned  at  6«.  ScL  per  ounce.* 

*  Tlio  oxporUtion  of  storling  coin  from  Great  Britain  was  prohibited  by  acts  of  Par. 
liamont,  and  tliis  coin  nover  became  the  common  currency  of  New  England.  The 
place  was  eiippliod  by  Spanish  coinage.  Accounts  were  kept  in  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence,  but  Spanish  dollars,  or  picccs-ofcight,  as  they  were  then  called,  though  only 
four  shillings  and  six  pence  sterling,  were  valued  in  the  New  England  colonies  at  six 
•blllingi.  In  1683,  the  General  Court  of  Connecticut  ordered  that  all  pieces-of-eight, 
Mexico  and  pillar  pieces,  should  pass  at  six  shillings  apiece.  Picces-ofeight  wore 
identical  with  the  Spanish  milled  dollar,  and  received  their  name  from  being  of  the 
value  of  eight  riallt,  or  nine-penny-pieces.  Most  of  the  specie  currency  of  New  Eng- 
land consisted  of  Spanish  coins  and  the  Massachusetts  pine-tree  money  of  three  raluft- 
tioQS,  shilling,  six-pence,  and  three-pence. 
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Li  1741,  lljr.  Lord  had  u  allowancfl  of  £200  in  wlditfan  to  bla  nomlml 
salary.  After  1746,  the  fixed  nte  c^  0.  T.  eamaey  mi  45^  to  ft  dolkr 
of  N.  T.  5». — that  ia,  serea  and  a  half  to  one. 

It  may  be  JQterOiting  to  wAa  the  pricei  of  a  few  aiddei  b  iIm  carijr 
part  or  the  centur/,  whan  trade  mu  canied  on  by  barter,  bjr  ^eede,  and 
occasionatlj  paper  maaej,  bat  before  th«  latter  had  loat  anj  of  iU  nominal 
Tnlue. 

'Wbeit.Sf.  perbniM.  ObMM,  4dL  p«r  lb. 

.,»;«,  3).  "  TaUow,  Bd. 

Indian  corn,  3<.  "  Sogar,  ed.  utd  Bd; 

0«u,  li.  6d.      "  MoliMM,  b.  4d.  p«r  pOoB. 

Taraipa,  It.       "  Qnln  of  pt^MT,  it. 

'  '  Hilk,  1  id.  per  qnut  Fmm  of  gUui,  I*.  Si. 

Wool,  li.  4d.  par  It).  Pair  of  iAom,  b.  tod  iM.ld. 

.>3oer,  Sd.  pcrlb.  Day^  work  of  labonr,  S«.  and  S*. 

,   ,Pork,  ad.  sndajd.  DmT*!  work  with  a  taam,  b. 

Batter,  6d.  Towd  Clark'a  Mlaij,  £1  lOt. 

'-  A  bowl  of  loddf,  td.  A  beU-H^ka,  Sf. 

''  A  meul  of  vlenaalt  it  a  tanrt,  *i.Dttd. 

A  barber's  clwrga  br  OOM  ihaTlii(,  U. — a]rMr'iihaTliig,£l. 
^'l(fAlU*Uil,"  ('=<>P'*^Av*^*'*>*''**'<^a"*')  3*. 

I  liThe  fluctuation  of  the  curTeney  la  itrikine^  displayed  ia  tiie  vatTing 
expenditure  of  the  towib 

In  1736  the  town  expense*  were  £84,  of  which  <ne  item  was  a  ebarg* 
of  Dr.  Ferkins  for  attendance  on  the  poor,  £84  It.  Yet  the  next  jaar, 
the  whole  amouDt  of  expenditure,  including  (he  doctor's  bill,  mnountcd  to 
mij  £14. 

'  Li  17S8  the  hitherto  unexampled  sunt  of  £105  was  expended  by  tho 
iown,  but  nearly  half  of  it  was  consumed  in  prosecuting  tlie  law-euit  with 
'Preston  respecting  boundaries,  wliicli  was  atil]  left  undecided. 

Town  expenses  in  1744,  £120. 

Li  1750,  £187.17.9.     1751,  £171.8. 

Li  1752,  £751.  A  lai^  proportion  of  this  sum  was  for  laying  out 
highways. 

Lima.  £286.    1764,  £351. 
.wLi  1755,  £887,    This  included  tho  sum  paid  for  seventy  pounds  at 
powder  and  twenty  hundred-weight  of  lead  to  supply  the  town  with 
tttaunnnttion; 

,1756,  £100.    1767,  £51.    1758,  £14.     1759,  £22. 
,,  Down  to  1730,  (he  usual  rate  levied  for  town  expenses  was  a  half-penny 
on  the  pound.    In  1740,  it  was  three  farthings  ;  in  1752,  four  pence;  in 
1754,  seven  pence.     Li  1757,  it  went  back  to  tliree  farthings. 

Tbe  burden  of  a  depreciuting  currency  falls  unequally  upon  a  commu- 
liity.    Clergymen,  orphans,  widows,  charitable  ftinds,  all  that  depend  on 
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annuities  and  salaries,  sufTer  from  the  diminution  of  income.  Trade  and 
all  kinds  of  business  depending  on  credit  and  extension,  become  confused 
and  restricted.  Clergymen  are  peculiarly  liable  to  suffer  loss.  If  there 
is  a  disposition  to  wrong  them,  thej  liave  few  means  of  redress ;  but  it  is 
evident  that  in  justice  they  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  receive  in  pay- 
ment of  their  salary,  bills  of  credit  beyond  their  current  value. 

In  the  case  of  Dr.  Lord,  equity  prevailed,  and  an  annual  compensaticm 
was  for  several  years  made  to  him  in  order  to  balance  the  low  value  of 
money.  In  1753,  he  received  £850  as  an  equivalent  for  £100  lawful 
money.    The  bellman's  salary  was  then  £40  per  annum. 

This  uncertain  currency  was  not  confined  to  Connecticut  The  other 
New  England  colonies  suffered  in  like  manner.  In  Boston,  besides  the 
Old  and  New  Tenor  currency,  they  had  **  Land  Bank  Money,"  a  kind  of 
Old  Tenor  bill  first  issued  in  1714,  ''Province  bills,"  and  ''Last  Emission" 
paper. 

The  reimbursement  granted  the  Colonies  by  Parliament  for  the  capture 
of  Cape  Breton,  being  paid  in  silver,  was  the  happy  occasion  of  bringing 
back  a  silver  medium.  The  colonial  authorities  called  in  their  bills  and 
exchanged  thcra  for  silver.  In  Massachusetts  tlie  reimbursement  consisted 
of  635,000  ounces  of  silver  and  ten  tons  of  copper,  which  was  received  in 
September,  1749.*  This  being  the  largest  share,  and  Massachusetts  the 
earliest  to  be  relieved  from  the  incubus,  it  obtained  for  a  time  the  enviable 
designation  of  the  Hard  Money  Colony. 

In  1751,  Parliament  enacted  a  law  proliibiting  the  American  Colonies 
from  issuing  Bills  of  Credit,  except  for  the  current  expenses  of  govern- 
ment, or  in  case  of  invasion  by  an  enemy,  and  these  were  never  to  be 
considered  legal  tender  for  debts.  This  prohibition,  with  the  supply  of 
silver  that  had  been  received,  soon  put  an  end  to  the  paper  money  system 
which  had  so  long  perplexed  and  weakened  the  country. 

The  Connecticut  bills  disappeared  by  degrees.  Several  years  elapsed 
before  they  were  all  considered  as  redeemed.  A  small  amount  of  interest- 
bearing  bills  was  issued  in  1755,  and  occasionally  aflerward ;  but  they 
suffered  no  depreciation,  and  were  soon  redeemed. 

In  1757,  the  currency  was  flowing  once  more  in  its  old  channeL  Mr. 
Lord's  salary  was  reduced  to  £66  13«.  4(2.  lawful  money,  and  twelve  con- 
tributions; the  bellman's  to  £3  10«. 

There  were  no  more  emissions  of  paper  money  in  Connecticut  until 
January,  1775,  when  the  Revolution  resorted  to  bills  of  credit  for  its  sup- 
port, and  the  flood  of  Continental  currency  began  to  spread  over  the  land* 


*  Groat  qaantitiea  of  tho  old  papor  bills  were  bamt  by  a  committee  of  the  Legtsla- 
tore,  and  the  plates  destroyed.  The  telmbursemdnt  was  hi  whole  and  half  plBtaieedi, 
at  the  ralae  of  U|(f.  the  pistaroen. 

Felt's  Mass.  Corrency,  p.  124. 
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ft^bt  tdStimi  to  drora  of  neat  cilUs  ind  nrlos,  «i>d  flocb  of  dieep,  dw 
jMwbilula  at  me  time  turned  their  etlMitHn  to  the  kee^ng  of  gcMUs. 
;9ard*  of  these  tronUeeome  enlmele  roeined  et  large,  nntn  tbej  beoame 
■a  Intoleiable  wUHuice.  Ko  law  of  the  oolonj'  then  ealatad  for  tbedr 
.tettraint.  Joseph  Trat^,  fat  1722,  harfaig  taken  up  a  herd  of  fli^fbar 
goals  trespassing  upon  hit  land,  impoonded  themt  wberenpon  thtir  owner, 
'  J(teeph  Backus,  brouglit  a  lolt  agidnat  Um  before  ICr.  Joetice  Bnihnellt 
'  'which  wae  decided  ae  foUowa: 

I  j"  '-'•nil  CoDrt  h»lne  hearl  and  eonddand  lbs  plaM  m  both  Mm  i>  Oil  actlen,  aad 
ibo  ths  Uv  qaoied  lo,  >nd  ladlag  In  dia  laH  ftngtfh  la  laid  lawk  fa  aaid,  'all  Mat 

'  ''oaltla  and  hoTsei  Uken  &c  ihall  pi]>  »d.  par  baad,  $bA  (iriM  lid.  and  ahMp  XtL  pw 
baad,'  and  nothing  In  Mid  Inr  ooaeandag  |Mli,  thb  Coon  caanot  dad  aaj  iUe(  al- 
lowad  la  ths  lav  for  Impoandtag  of  |Daia,  and  lliiirfaii  tUi  Ceart  eoaiHir  Ikat  iha 
pUlDtlfT  iball  rocoTcr  of  the  daftndant  bti  coat  of  ptoaaentloB.'' 

- '  Nothing  further  appeara  upon  record  respecting  goata,  but  the  following 
action  of  Uia  town,  which  relates  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  b^  wluch 
goata  had  been  mode  impoundable : 

"AtaOenHalConrtat  UactfordHajIB,  ITSS.tbe  repreaantiLtlna  of  Nonrleh  bar- 
ing laid  beton  thii  Court  that  the  act  nwpecting  Ooau,  October  lait,  I*  ror;  grioTOoi 
to  their  UMTD,  thit  Conit  jii«Dta  liberty  to  laid  town  to  sxcapt  themaolna  ont  of  tMd 
act-.— Thl«  town  do  now  by  their  tou,  except  thenuelrei  oat  of  aaid  act." 

'  The  lands  upon  the  Yantic,  at  the  time  of  the  settlement,  were  great!/ 
Infested  with  wolves  and  fbies.  Long  after  the  settlement,  bears  or 
WoWes  were  occasionaUj  seen,  coming  from  the  woods  towardB  their  old 
liaants,  aad  on  flnding  themselves  near  the  habitations  of  man,  thejr  have 
rushed  forward,  terrified  and  causing  terror,  till  Ihey  found  a  secure  refuge 
in  the  oncleared  swamps  that  still  in  some  places  skirted  the  river. 

In  the  earlf  stagea  of  the  settlement,  therefore,  the  cnR  of  the  hunter, 
the  tn^per  and  the  sportsman  was  pursued  from  necessitj  instead  of  pas- 
time. A  wolf-hunt  was  not  an  uncommon  winter  sport  until  after  1700. 
The  report  that  howls  had  been  heard,  issuing  from  some  lonely  swamp 
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or  thicket,  or  that  a  flock  of  sheep  had  heen  attacked,  would  soon  bring 
out  an  intrepid  band  of  sportsmen,  eager  for  adventure. 

Depredations  upon  the  fold  and  the  bam-jard  were  often  made,  not 
only  by  the  animals  named,  but  by  another  popularly  called  the  Woollai- 
neag,*  or  Sampson  Fox ;  the  same  animal  that  figured  in  the  annals  of 
witchcraft  under  the  name  of  the  Biack  OcA,  Naturalists  call  it  the  Fisher 
or  Pekan,  [Mmtela  Cbnoctsvutt.]  It  is  still  occasionally  seen  in  the  Wilder 
parts  of  New  England.  But  these  and  all  the  smaller  mischievous  quad- 
rupeds were  in  a  few  years  either  entirely  driven  away,  or  reduced  so 
gready  in  number  as  to  be  seldom  troublesome.  Birds  and  snakes  were 
not  so  readily  vanquished,  and  it  was  necessary  to  offer  rewards  and  boun- 
ties for  their  destruction. 

A  half-penny  and  at  some  periods  a  penny  per  head  was  granted  for 
each  and  every  blackbird  and  crow  killed,  their  heads  to  be  exhibited  by 
the  claimant  to  one  of  the  townsmen ;  and  two  pence  apiece  for  all  rattle- 
snakes killed  between  the  first  of  April  and  the  fifleenth  of  May,  the  tail 
and  a  joint  of  the  bone  to  be  received  as  evidence.  The  first  fifteen  days 
of  May  was  the  season  generally  appropriated  to  hunting  the  rattlesnake^ 
and  the  people  turned  out  for  this  purpose  in  large  parties. 

Notwithstanding  the  smallness  of  the  bounty,  so  many  birds  and  snakes 
were  killed  every  year  that  it  became  a  considerable  item  in  the  town 
expenses.  Twenty  snakes  and  a  hundred  birds  were  at  one  time  brought 
in  by  a  single  person.  The  bounty  for  killing  a  wolf  was  10«.  6ii  ($1 .75.) 
This  appears  to  have  been  claimed  but  once  after  1700,  viz.,  by  Samuel 
Lothrop. 

No  better  haunts  for  rattlesnakes  could  be  found  than  among  the  rocks 
and  glens  of  Norwich.  Imnginution  still  associates  the  idea  of  these 
formidable  reptiles  with  many  a  dark  ravine  and  sunny  ledge.  There 
are  certain  rocks  and  declivities  that  even  yet  are  known  by  such  names 
as  Rattlesnake-den  and  llattlcsnake-ridge.  These  serpents  grew  here  to 
the  size  of  a  man*s  wrist,  and  to  the  length  of  three  and  four  feet. 

Waweekus  Hill  was  famous  for  these  reptiles.  It  is  a  popular  tale  that 
a  cunning  player  on  the  violin  once  went  to  that  hill  with  his  instrument, 
and  enticed  a  large  rattlesnake  to  follow  him  into  the  town  street,  fa^icina- 
ted  by  his  music. 

Another  tradition  is  that  an  adventurous  lover,  returning  home  late  one 
evening  from  a  visit  to  the  lady  of  his  heart,  was  both  snapped  at  by  a 
wol.'  and  hissed  at  by  a  rattlesnake,  just  as  he  passed  through  a  turn-stile 
near  the  place  since  known  as  Strong's  corner.  This  young  man,  whose 
name  was  Waterman,  lived  above  the  meeting-hou<e,  and  the  lady  he  vis- 
ited, below  the  Little  Plain.     To  walk  two  miles  at  that  period,  through 

*  WooUanong  U  tho  name  given  to  this  animal  by  the  Connecticat  Indiana.  Soma 
IHboi  call  it  Warraneag.  ^ 


^  Aip.tpsT  ov  ■o|twIa^. 

.  ildclnliiiidjinfiinP^  ^  nu^se  an  ^veniiig  tisity  and  baek  agiin  aiBiHnliJbtf 
Wm  an  mdertaldiig  almost  equal  In  herriam  to  thai  of  swimming  orer  die 
fl[epfl^pnt„|i,    , 

.i^|^'tremen^|oi9S  host  of  diese  baneful  rq^tiles  sallied  finrCh  ereiy  ^ifaig 
ficm,^jt^  niTines  and  clefts  of  the  rocksi  to  bask  on  the  ledges  or  ^Bde 
%fl9^9*W%  fhe  green  pastores  and  meadows  beloi^.  It  is  i4ipalling  only  to 
.jr^Hfk  thil  dix'statlftical  letonis  made  by  the  serpent-hunters  to  the  ssleol- 
jm^fnd.oqndder  the  number  of  hMids  and  rattles,  bones  and  sidnst 
^IrrOB^t.)^  them  fyr  Touchers  and  cast  down  for  the  bounty.  How  strong 
^^1^  n^usl  haTfl  been  the  nerves  of  those  who  went  forth  to  do  battle  with 
"W^  jCC^ing  nMnsterSy  attacking  them  in  their  nests,  or  with  still  more 
hasard  meeting  them  warm  and  hissing  on  the  rocky  dopesi  with  their 
.^Tenom  at  its  hei|^t  and  all  their  Uthe  articulations  exalted  to  the  point  of 
•Ihrious  attadk  and  desperate  encounter. 

,  r  Though  the  rattlesnake  is  considered  a  dow-movhig  animal  that  sddom 
^Utef  unless  first  trodden  upon  or  struck,  he  is  fiirious  in  his  chaige.  The 
,ppwer  of  ,$»cination,  currently,  but  no  doubt  ftlsely,  ascribed  to  him,  and 
the,  .extreme,  ;yirulence  of  his  poison,  producing  death  in  some  instances, 
|^?e  a  terriflo  Interest  to  the  details  of  the  snake-hunter. 
»^v^. 1^)20  the.bofunty  was  doubled  to  id.  per  head,  and  76  charged  that 
,fj|ason.t.tp) the  town;  SB  by  Moses  Woodworth.  In  1721  the  number 
jllbnghtei^^.waf.  )60 ;  the  widow  Woodworth  presenting  the  jpoils  of  28, 
m4.  Pi)^i4.^ight,  Jr-f  28.  The  next  year  128  were  brought  in,  Stephen 
2%fM4^fortb  dfdming  the  bounty  for  48.  In  1724,  69  were  brought  In, 
and  of  these  David  Wentworth  was  credited  29. 

^  :  In  1728  the  number  was  only  46 ;  but  of  these,  nine  were  raUUmakeif 
destroyed  by  widow  Smith. 

1730.  Voted,  that  whosoerer  ihall  kill  a  rattlemake  witliin  tliis  township  at  any 
'tim6  within  one  year  ensuing,  except  in  the  three  anrnmer  months,  and  produce  one 
Joint  of  the  bone  and  its  tail  shall  ha?e  two  shillings  for  each  snake  so  killed. 

This  law  was  the  next  year  declared  in  force  till  otherwise  ordered. 

Under  the  stimulus  of  this  premium,  many  fierce  old  rattlers  were 
nunted  out  and  slaughtered.  In  1731  the  number  claiming  tlie  bounty 
was  nearly  800:  in  1732,  over  100;  in  1733,  174;  in  1734,  G3;  in 
1786,  64. 

*'  it>6c.  16, 1786.  Voted  to  pay  four  shillings  apiece  for  rattlesnake's  next  year.  .  Ko 
pay  to  be  giren  unless  the  snake  be  shown  within  94  hours  to  the  selectmen  or  to  two 
indifferent  neighbors. 

•.    -I  \-l'V  .  ;      . 
^    In  1786,  112  snakes  were  presented,  and  upwards  of  £20  paid  m 

bounty.    The  following  is  a  memorandum  of  one  of  the  selectmen,  of 

those  exhibited  to  him: 
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May,  1736.    An  account  of  rattlcsnakM  tails  brought  to  me,  Joaeph  Ferkinst  I  v>'y 

Jacob  Perkins  brought  7  tails.  /<    -r  ,^ 

Thomas  Pettis     "        6    "  P 

Samuel  Lawrence  brought  3  rattles. 
Abyah  Fitch  ..        i      « 

John  Bingham  "       3      "  » 

Robert  Kinsman  «  4  « 
Joshua  Hutchins  "  23  " 
EzraLothrop  «<        2      « 

In  1737,  only  21  were  destroyed.  In  1738,  78;  of  these,  27  were 
brought  in  by  Jacob  Hazen. 

In  1739  the  bounty  was  raised  to  ten  shillings  a  head  for  all  killed, 
except  in  the  months  of  June,  July  and  August ;  provided  that  the  kiUer 
took  oath  tliat  ho  went  out  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  destroy  theoL 

This  did  not  produce  any  large  number  of  yictims ;  the  reptile  race  was 
evidently  on  the  decline.  A  few  were  annually  brought  in,  but  they 
diminished  in  number  from  year  to  year. 

We  find  no  town  action  on  the  subject  of  rattlesnakes  after  the  year 
17G4,  at  which  time  the  bounty  of  twenty  shillings,  old  tenor,  was  com- 
muted into  six  shillings  lawful  money. 

A  solitary  but  noted  serpent  of  this  species,  that  had  long  been  known 
to  haunt  a  high  ridge  of  land  in  the  central  part  of  the  township,  and 
which  was  prematurely  considered  at  the  time  the  kut  rcUtler  of  Norwich, 
was  destroyed  in  178G.  His  traces  had  been  oflcn  observed,  and  his 
haunt  sought,  but  without  success.  He  dwelt  under  a  large  rock,  and  his 
hole  had  an  outlet  on  both  sides,  with  a  branch  in  another  direction  to 
which  he  could  retreat,  so  that  it  was  a  work  of  some  difficulty  to  outwit 
him.     But  he  was  at  last  both  ^' scotched"  and  killed. 

Since  that  period,  at  considerable  intervals  of  date,  here  and  there,  a 
rattlesnake  has  been  discovered  and  destroyed.     One  was  killed  upon  the 
farm  of  Mr.  Zephaniah  Lathrop,  May  27, 1801,  which  measured  five  feet 
two  inches  in  length, and  had  twenty-one  rattles;  supposed  therefore  to  be ^ 
twenty-one  years  old. 

The  genuine  rattlesnake  is  now  probably  extinct  in  this  neighborhood. 

The  red-snake,  vulgarly  called  the  rattlesnake's  mate,  also  abounded  in> 
Norwich,  and  is  still  occasionally  found.  This  species  of  snake  is  viery 
beautiful  in  color,  being  of  a  chocolate  or  nut-brown,  curiously  barred  and 
mottled  with  cliangeable  hues.  In  the  poison  darted  from  its  fangs,  it  is 
only  second  to  the  rattlesnake.  It  gives  no  warning,  but  when  roused, 
draws  up,  leaps,  and  bites,  in  the  space  of  two  seconds,  and  it  is  said,  will 
reach  the  flesh  through  a  thin  booL  The  wound  is  followed  by  immediate 
pain,  swelling,  and  great  inflammation.  Instances  have  occurred  in  which 
it  has  become  serious,  by  neglect,  improper  treatment,  and  exposure  to* 
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mU  and  w«t|  bfeiUng  fittth  iftcah  vnrj  jmt  In  tlia  inaka  nhoo,  nd 

iiiHithig  InWDQH  or  otbor  faifirrnWiWi 

TUi  ipMlm  fa  MineliniH  eaDed  the  danf  tddn,  and  fa  pnUb^  ideidi- 
flal  Willi  Uie  «^«r-head,  [fea  oontorfrjc]  It  fa  itill  ■  Tifadoni  InhaUfr. 
ant  of  lbs  tot^  woodkndi  j  ita  lhi<^  bead  and  larga  yoDoir  cjaa  bdag 
dw  dreaded  image  that  hannta  ibe  nnmj  ledgea  in  tba  monllu  of  1^ 
and  Jane.  Sereral  hare  been  Idlled  in  Ibe  rac^  paatona  of  tbe  town- 
.  plot  alnee  1860,  and  era  ia  ISManeitortban  wufirandaoddertriTad 
<n  the  ToAj  bicbhmd  in  tlie  rear  of  the  Free  Axmdxmj.  Hm  bvgoat 
via  neariy  Ibiee  ftet  in  leagth,  and  to  preaerred  in  tbe  moHam  of  dm 


'  The  UaA«uik«  of  the  {nvaent  day  fa  oomparalirelf  a  hannleai  ore*- 
tnrai  bat  ilniea  are  eomot  of  Iheae  reptflei  having  atUit&ed  (Mdren  in 
tta  wh(ntlebeirj4eldi,  or  haTmakers  in  die  meadowi,  and  woond  thcnk- 
aelTOi  alxnt  tba  bodf  and  throat,  to  a«  to  prodnoe  sofibeatini.  When 
_  Waweekna  WH  wm  lint  deared,  the  workmen  were  gready  annojed  by 
them.  There  is  a  tradidtMi  to  the  Mowing  effect ;  A  par^  of  labwen 
were  out  on  the  lull  at  woric,  futd  one  of  them  I>dng  onpl^ed  ni  tome 
diilance  fron^.lhe  otbera,  Ui  oompanlou  were  niddenly  alanned  hj  hfa 
cries  and  Bhrieks  for  hdp.  They  ran  to  Ms  atdrianoe,  and  fiMnd  blm 
rolling  on  tbe  ground  with  KTeml  bhMJk  nakea  on  hb  body.  He  atated 
after  hia  rescue,  that  tliew  reptOei  eama  npon  hira  oat  of  a  tbli&e^  with 
inch  tuTj  aa  to  put  it  oat  of  hfa  power  to  defbnd  hImaeHl  Thej  woond 
about  his  legi,  lashed  them  together,  boand  up  hfa  armi,  and  were  near 
'hfa  throat  when  hfa  friends  came  to  bfa  aufatance.  No  attempt  will  be 
-made  to  prove  tbe  truth  of  thfa  story,  but  doubtteas  it  U  as  well  founded 
'OS  that  of  LaocoOa.  Suppoeing  the  man  to  have  been  asleep  when  the 
reptiles  awaihed  his  limbs,  it  is  not  absolutely  incredible. 

One  species  of  black  snake,  which  formerly  infested  this  region,  was 
■OaUed  ring-enake,  or  rocdr,  and  was  known  by  a  white  or  yellow  ring 
■around  the  neck.  They  would  erect  the  head  seven  or  eight  inches  from 
the  ground,  and  in  this  attitude,  wilb  tongue  out  and  eyes  glaring,  run 
with  the  swiftness  of  a  horse.  They  were  bold,  fierce,  and  dangerous.  It 
was  thu  species  that  had  the  credit  of  swathing  the  limbs  of  its  victims, 
•but  these  stories  are  now  regarded  as  entirely  &bulouB. 

.  Li  later  days,  even  down  to  the  present  generation,  black-snakes  have 
ibeen  found  in  the  uncultivated  or  sparsely  settled  parts  of  Morwich,  and 
in  die  more  retired  towns  of  the  vicinity,  in  such  numbers  and  of  such 
'magnitude  as  to  render  almost  credible  the  wildest  traditions  of  the  olden 
time  concerning  thorn.  In  April,  1810,  28  black-snakes  were  killed  at 
Lisbon,  within  the  space  of  an  acre  and  a  quarter,  the  total  measurement 
■t)f  which  was  114  feet.  From  a  single  nest  or  burrow  of  these  animals, 
at  drfawold,  in  1814,  no  less  than  68  were  extracted,  in  a  half  toiptd 
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state,  Taiying  in  length  from  three  to  nearly  six  feet*  Similar  instan- 
ces occur  from  time  to  time,  and  occasionallj  find  their  way  into  print. 
The  following  notice  will  bring  this  article  down  to  the  latest  date : 

"A  oopperliead  snake  three  feet  long  wot  killed  by  two  yonog  men  in  the  woods 
this  city,  Mmj  21,  1865/'t 


*  Newspaper  items.  t  Norwich  Bulletin. 


CHAPTEB  XXL 

-  Baammraa  i.z  ta»  Ljun>tv«. 

Tbm  otii^nal  Luding-plBoe  was  below  the  Falli,  at  the  head  of  the 
Tantic  badn  or  core,  where  EldeiUn't  mill  wai  aitnated.  Am  trade  l»- 
.ateaiod,  and  poddoiu  lower  down  were  oocupied  for  bnafnan  pnipaae^ 
flM  term  Lmdihg  Jfiaot  wai  transferred  to  Ae  pt^t  where  tba  riran 
tmhet  and  the  upper  station — the  original  Indian  eaiio»^l«oe — waa  diatlB- 
gnlihed  Bi  the  «M  Landing-place. 

,  iWhat  ii  now  Norwidi  Ci^,  or  Chebea  Sodetf,  with  Its  orowded  p(^ 
■'ihdoi,  Iti  woric-thopi,  ware-bouses,  alorea  of  merchnadiu,  its  terrseed 
Btnels;  enpolas,  spires,  dweUing-hoaua,  rldng'  in  tiers,  line  sbora  Un^  was 
*at  Ant  known  odIj  m  Weeqoaw^  Hill,  Bockj'  Point,  and  sometinieB  Fort 
Hn^  ftwn  which  It  b  Inftrred  that  an  Lidian  fort  or  stone  inelosara  oooe 
erawned  ilssaounit 

For  the  ^Muse  of  serentj  Tcan  after  the  settlement,  the  greater  put  of 
Chelsea  was  technically  a  sheep-walk,  belonging  to  the  inlmbitnnts  of  the 
east  end  of  the  town,  and  used  by  thom  for  tlie  piulurago  of  entile.  The 
reservation  extended  iVom  No-man's  Acre  to  tlio  moutli  of  the  Shotucket, 
and  was  inclosed  with  a  general  fence.  A  cartway  through  it  was  allowed, 
and  in  1680,  "a  pairof  bars"  connected  with  this  cartway  was  maintained 
by  the  town,  near  the  Shetucket,  and  another  pair  below  the  house  of  John 
Reynolds.  The  whole  space  between  Yantic  cove  and  the  Shetucket  was 
a  wilderness  of  rocks,  woods  and  swamps,  with  only  here  and  there  a  cow- 
path,  or  a  eheep-track  around  the  hilb ;  where  the  trunk  of  a  fallen  tree 
thrown  over  a  brook  or  chasm  served  in  lieu  of  bridge.  Not  only  in  the 
spring  floods,  but  in  common  heftvy  rains,  a  great  part  of  EoBt  Chelsea, 
and  aU  the  bwer,  or  Water  street,  up  to  the  ledge  of  rocks  on  which  the 
buildings  upon  the  north  side  of  tliat  street  are  baaed,  were  overflowed  t 
and  even  in  the  dry  season  these  parts  of  the  town  were  little  better  than 
swamps.  What  are  now  only  moist  places,  and  slender  rills,  were  then 
pcmds,  and  broad,  impetuous  brooks. 

In  January,  1684,  a  committee  waa  appointed  to  lay  out  and  bound  for 
the  town's  use  sufficient  laud  for  a  public  landing-place  and  a  suitable 
highway  connected  with  it;  after  which  they  passed  the  following  restrict- 
ive decree : 


• 
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April,  1684.  "  It  18  agreed  and  Toated  that  the  rest  of  the  aogranted  aad  nnlayed 
out  land  at  the  moath  of  Showtock  shall  be  and  remain  for  the  benefit  of  cattle  water> 
ing  and  nerer  to  be  disposed  of  withoat  the  consent  of  eight  or  ten  of  the  fiuniljrs  at 
the  east  end  of  the  towne." 

It  was  not  longy  however,  before  this  act  became  a  dead  letter.  Sites 
at  the  water's  edge  were  soon  in  great  demand  for  commercial  purposes. 
These  were  prudently  doled  out  bj  the  town  in  plots  of  three  or  four  rods 
each.  In  1686,  Capt  James  Fitch,  the  first  of  these  grantees,  was  allowed 
sufficient  land  near  the  water  side  to  accommodate  a  wharf  and  warehouse. 
Not  long  afterward,  Capt.  Caleb  Bushneli  obtained  a  similar  grant  These 
facilities  were  near  the  mouth  of  Yantic  Cove.  It  was  here  that  the 
wharfing,  building,  and  commercial  enterprise  of  Norwich  Landing  began. 

1693.  A  Committeo  appointed  by  the  town  to  go  with  John  Eldorkin  and  to  state 
a  highway  to  the  old  Landing  place,  with  convcniency  also  for  a  warc-hooso. 

October,  1694.    Mr.  Mallat,  a  French  gentleman,  desiring  liberty  of  the  town  that 
he  might  build  a  ressel,  or  ressels,  somewhere  upon  our  river,  the  town  grant  the  said' 
Mr.  Mallat  liberty  to  build  and  also  grant  him'  the  liberty  of  the  common  on  the.  east 
aide  of  Showtuckct  river  to  cut  timber  for  building. 

Mallat's  ship-yard  is  supposed  to  have  been  at  the  Pomt    It  was  not 
long  occupied,  and  the  fee  of  course  reverted  to  the  town. 
In  1707,  a  vote  was  passed  of  the  following  emphatic  tenor: 

"No  more  land  to  be  granted  at  the  salt  water  and  no  way  shut  up  that  leads  to  the 
salt  water." 

The  first  masters  of  vessels  at  tlie  Landing,  of  whom  we  obtain  any 
knowledge,  were  Captains  Kelley  and  Norman.  These,  in  1715,  were 
engaged  in  the  Barbadoes  trade. 

May  11, 1715.    Capt.  Kelloy  in  the  Norwich  sloop  sailed  for  Barbadoes. 
Sept.  8.    Capt.  Kelley  sailed  for  Barbadoes. 
Dec  IS,  1716.    Capt.  Norman  sailed.* 

Capt.  Kelley  very  soon  established  a  regular  ship-yard  at  the  Landing, 
.  the  town  granting  him  tiie  necessary  facilities. 

Jan.  10,  1716-7.  Joseph  Kelley,  shipwright,  has  free  liberty  to  build  vessels  on  the 
Point  wheVe  he  is  now  building,  the  town  to  have  the  use  of  his  wharf.  '    ' 

[This  grant  was  not  revoked  till  1751.] 

The  same  year  Caleb  Bushneli  applied  for  a  situation  by  the  water-side 
convenient  for  building  vessels,  which  was  granted  by  the  following  vote : 

Dec.  9, 171 7.  The  town  grants  to  Caleb  Bushneli  20  feet  square  upon  ye  water  upon 
the  west  side  of  the  rockie  Point  at  ye  Landing  place. 

. .  '.{..'I. 
*  Diary  kept  at  New  London. 
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B«tw«ai  17S1  nd  17^  dnikr  gnata  of  "SO  f«et  ttpmn  on  Dm  wnk 
dde  of  BobUe  point,"  were  nude  to  Simoo  Lolbn^  Jodiu  tad  JuM* 
Haatiiiglflii,  ud  Dulel  Tney,  »  uafMmef  far  ih*  towa^  wa  bafais 
TMerred  on  wUdi  they  wen  not  to  eitcroMb.  Tbaie  were  *n  ealaipil*- 
IqgjTOopg  nun,  JuM  catwing  into  bodDSM.  Simon  Lothrap  «fi«iinrd 
pwrelMWri  the  Bldeikin  rigliti  on  Tutie  Core  and  at  the  Falb. 

"^Oiio.  ITIS.    Ttw  Knni  snata  Vbtt^  to  Ckpt  CUab  BMhatU  to  Mt  19  al 
■riMite  Ma  nOeiMl  CHt  galM  MMMi  dM  U^twif  diu  patk  10  lb*  Uld*  fert. 
■  I».».1TM.    ToMdtotmlUalowiiwlMif  atOaLMidlDgphM. 

'XAartr  ii  gnutad  to  LtoBt  Btmaa  LoArap  to  bnOd  •  wlMuf  at  tte  Lnlhc  plan 
at  Ua  owa  (faaifa  pnrldtd  It  itukU  ba  tea  to  aU  ■oitab. 

ITM.  Bwtiwtai  gartrf  to  lieat.  Strnw  Loftiop  to  taM  a  wara  hanw  on  tta 
rida  Ult  ^poalta  Ua  dwoDiog^aaaa,  ao  iNt  bf  U,  to  InU  tba  MaM  dBilat  iha  lowi^ 


.  Hw  Bndted  extent  of  theae  gnhti  abowa  that  they  wen  higUj  prind 
and  &at  Int  few  ndi  privilegea  epuld  be  obtained.  A  numw  mar^  of 
larel  Uod,  ai  the  bue  of  wnlep^wulied  ellfi,  oonpiiaed  the  whole  neooat- 


#^nih  Ae  exe^tioa  of  tboae  fbotbolda  npon  the  wntar'a  edge,' tha  lud 
1^  in  "MtTui^.  Along  tlie  Cove  and  aroond  the  Falla  the  wooda  and 
walen  ware  iwUng  with  rank  lli^  both  animal  and  T^elalrie.  Itemdc 
lodgea  wen  the  hamita  of  Inntimerafale  aerpenta  t  the  aborea  wen  p^o- 
looa  with  water>4bwl|  the  rirer  irith  ahoala  (^  flah.  The  joeng  people 
from  the  famu  anraiid  Norwicli,  when  haying  waa  orer,  came  in  partlee 
to  tlto  Landing  to  wander  over  tbe  hills,  eat  ojatera,  and  talw  a  trip  down 
the  river  in  canoes  or  sail-boatB. 

In  1718,  there  was  a  division  of  proprietary  iands,  called  the  fortj-«cn 
diviaion.  In  172G,  the  undivided  lands  tliat  remained  were  maioly  com- 
prised in  two  stieep-walks.  A  publio  meeting  was  called,  in  wlucb  llie 
names  of  the  proprietors  of  each  were  distinctly  declared  and  recorded,  in 
order  to  prevent,  if  possible,  all  future  "  atrifls  and  law-suits."  The  East 
Sheep-walk,  of  900  acres,  more  or  less,  was  divided  into  shares  of  twenty 
acres  each,  and  ratified  and  confirmed  to  forty-two  proprietors,  mentioned 
by  name,  or  to  those  who  cUimed  under  them.  The  West  Sheep-walk, 
by  eatlmation  700  acres,  was  in  like  manner  divided  and  confirmed  to 
thirty-seven  proprietors. 

.  Ber.  John  Woodward  and  Bev.  Bei^amin  Lord  were  admitted  on  the 
footing  of  original  proprietors,  as  were  also  the  representatives  of  the 
earliest  class  of  accepted  inhabitants,  vie^  Bushnell,  Etderkin,  Roath  and 
Bood  of  the  east  end,  Abel  and  Armstrong  of  the  we«t.  To  these  were 
added  Hoees  Fargo  of  the  west  and  Edward  King  of  the  east,  each 
allowed  a  half-share,  making  79  in  all,  who  were  acknowledged  as  reprv- 
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sen  tail  ves  of  the  original  grantees  of  the  town-plot.  From  this  division, 
it  was  understood  that  farmers  out  of  the  town-plot,  and  all  persons  not 
claimants  under  the  first  grantees,  were  excluded. 

Israel  Lothrop  and  James  Huntington  were  the  town  agents  in  making 
the  division  of  the  East  Sheep-walk.  The  lots  extended  along  the  water 
from  the  Shctucket  ferry  to  the  cove,  reserving  a  highway  through  them 
two  rods  wide.  A  second  tier  was  laid  out  in  the  rear  of  these ;  and  so  on. 
Each  share  was  divided  into  tenths,  and  the  tenths  into  eighths,  and  dis- 
tributed apparently  by  lot.  It  is  expressed  in  the  records  by  making  a 
pilch^  as  tlius:  **Capt.  Bushncll  made  his  pitch  for  his  portion  of  the 
sheep  walk "  at  such  a  place. 

The  titles  to  land  in  this  part  of  Norwich  are  derived  from  these  42 
proprietors  of  the  East  end,  and  tlie  dates  begin  at  172G.  Afler  this 
division,  houses  and  inhabitants  increased  rapidly,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years  Kocky  Point  became  a  flourishing  hamlet  and  trading-post, 
calk'd  in  common  parlance  The  Landivg^  but  gradually  acquiring  the 
name  of  New  Chelsey,  or  Chelsea  Society. 

The  earliest  householders  at  the  Landing,  of  whose  residence  tliere  we 
find  any  certain  account,  were  Daniel  Tracy,  Benajah  Bushnell,  and  Na« 
Uianicl  Backus.  A  little  later,  Capt.  Joseph  Tracy  and  Capt.  Benajah 
Lffliiigwell  were  substantial  inhabitants,  and  Caleb  Whitney  kept  a  public 
house.  Boating  was  brisk  in  the  river,  and  small  vessels  were  built  and 
sent  away  for  sale. 

Among  those  who  were  elTicient  in  opening  avenues  of  trade  and  bring- 
ing business  to  the  new  port,  none  were  more  conspicuous  than  Capt.  John 
AVilliams  and  Capt.  Josliua  Huntington.  The  former  resided  with  his 
family  at  Puquctannock,  and  the  hitter  in  the  town-plot,  but  each  had  a 
wharf  and  ware-hou.se  at  the  Landing,  and  here  was  their  place  of  busi- 
ness. Capt.  Huntington  occupied  the  Point,  near  Keliey's  ship-yard.  It 
was  by  heirship  from  him  that  this  locality  went  into  the  Bill  family,-— 
Capt.  lC|)hraim  Bill  having  married  his  only  daughter,  Lydia. 

Great  are  the  changes  that  have  been  made  around  the  water-line  of 
Norwich  port.  All  the  sharp  angles  and  projecting  rocks,  the  trickling 
streams  and  gullies,  have  disnppeared.  Central  wharf  spreads  out  far  in 
advance  of  the  old  town  wharf  and  the  water-line  where  Fitch  and  Bush- 
nell had  their  first  comeniefices  ;  and  the  granite  ridge  at  whose  base 
Kelh'y  built  his  coasting-craft,  and  the  Iluntingtons,  Bills  and  others  had 
their  warehouses,  has  been  leveled  to  a  platform  occupied  by  the  freight- 
depot  and  other  accommodations  of  the  railroad. 

The  division  into  freeholds  gave  a  powerful  impetus  to  the  growth  of 
the  Jjanding.  Trade  became  suddenly  the  presiding  genius  of  the  place. 
Tho.-e  merchants  who  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  situations  upon 
the  water's  edge,  entered  at  once  into  commercial  pursuits.     From  a 

20 
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r^oit  prapind  bj  raUwri^  in  Connactieat,  to  1w  laid  bdbn  the  IiOfdi 
Commiiiionen  fbr  Thule  and  PlonUlkmi,  jnHmbly  httor  178(^  m  kam 
thM  four  BloofM  were  at  that  time  owned  in  Korwidi  and  engaged  in  An 

VMt  bidia  and  coasting  trade,  vis. : 

Op.  IbrOa  Md  BlinlNa,  -  WtoM.     ' 

-      '  "    Bb«mm. 40    " 

.'ri       .  «    OnT»Bnuidi,    -  -  SB    " 


j ,  ^ot  kmg  afterward  the  Norwich  tradera  lent  a  Bloopand«MAooiMrlo 
]rehuid.  A*  these  we  mi^MMe  to  hare  been  thdr  fint  adrentorei  acnae 
,th«  ooeaa,  erei?  item  relating  to  them  is  interesting.  Thej  probaUj 
Mibd  in  companj,  bat  the  schooner  returned  withoat  her  oooaort. 

'tTNov.lTSl.  *■  The  Honridi  Moaicr,  Nkih:  Bhav  BMler,  CUM  In  fton  Inlrad.'' 
i[H«n|imad't  Dtaiy.] 

The  sloop  wai  under  the  charge  o(  Gapb  Absalom  Kio^  and  a^^ean 
to  have  bcMi  owned  bj  Unuetf  and  those  who  sailed  with  Itim.  Tht^ 
fl^  ;the  oraft  bt  Ireland,  probablT'  in  aoooidance  with  the  plan  of  their 
■  .TOjage,  as  vessels  were  then  fireqnentlj  bnilt  In  the  river,  wliere  timber 
ijr^.plni^,  and  sent  elsewhere  for  a  nuAet  The  crew  embarfced  ftr 
Jione  is  the  schooner  with  Capt  Shaw,  but  during  the  voyaga  Ave  ont  of 
die  fifteen  persons  on  board  died  of  the  small  pox.  Amimg  fba  violiDH 
ma  Oe^  King,  who  died  in  mid  ocean  Sept  8, 1788. 

Capt.  Absalom  King  came  to  Norwich  from  Southold,  Ixmg  Island,  and 
had  been  for  several  jeors  in  tlio  West  India  trade.  His  wife  was  Ilan- 
nah,  daughter  of  John  Waterman.  liis  joutliful  widow  marriud,  Nov.  9, 
1783,  Benedict  Arnold. 

This  ia  the  earliest  notice  that  we  And  at  Norwich  of  Benedict  Arnold, 
—a  Bhode  Island  emignuit,  whose  name,  when  afterwards  borne  by  his 
son,  became  synonymous  with  treason  and  apostacy.  No  intimation  is 
given  of  tlio  causes  tluit  brought  liim  to  Norwiclij  but  he  appears  to  havo 
been  at  first  a  seaman,  and  il  is  not  improbable  that  some  connection  with 
Cf^L  King  in  that  capacitj  first  introduced  him  to  the  town  and  aftei>' 
wards  obtiuned  for  him  the  fuvomble  notice  of  tlio  bereaved  wifo.  lie 
and  his  brother  Oliver  are  both  distinguished  by  the  titie  of  Captain, 

In  1740,  a  memorial  was  presented  to  the  town  by  Joshua  Abel,  John 
Hutchins,  and  others,  praying  for  a  convenient  highway  to  be  opened  to 

•  Biamsn't  Antiquitim,  p.  SBS.  The  date  of  the  document  ia  not  givon,  bat  [t  wm 
nndoubtedl}'  betWMS  1730  and  1730.  The  whole  nnniber  of  Teasel)  id  Iho  colony  wu 
4S,  the  largeit  of  which  wo*  •  brigsntloe  of  80  long,  owned  M  New  London.  They 
w«ra  moiil/  amolt  iloops.  Now  llavon  and  Mew  London  tisd  ondi  live ;  llunford  uul 
Korwieh,  four. 
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the  Landing.  This  was  strenuoasly  opposed  hy  the  landholders  on  the 
line  of  the  proposed  highwaj,  and  rejected  bj  the  town  at  that  time.  But 
a  few  years  later  the  object  was  happily  accomplished,  and  two  conven- 
ient avenues  were  opened,  one  on  each  side  of  the  central  hilL  The  two 
pent  highways  that  had  been  previously  used,  that  on  the  east  through 
land  of  Col.  Hezekiah  Huntington,  and  the  one  on  the  west  through  land 
of  Col.  Simon  Lothrop,  were  exchanged  for  streets  laid  out  through  the 
same  lands,  but  more  direct  in  course,  and  lefl  open  for  public  use.  These 
improvements  were  sanctioned  by  the  consent  of  all  the  parties  concerned. 

Tlic  eastern  avenue  thus  opened,  coincided  with  Crescent  and  a  part  of 
Union  streets,  terminating  at  tlio  house  of  Nathaniel  Backus  in  Union,  not 
far  from  (he  comer  of  ]Main  street  The  western  avenue  coincided  with 
the  greater  part  of  Washington  street,  and  ended  at  ^  Capt  Busimell's  old 
ware-house."  The  committee  for  making  these  improvements  consisted  of 
William  Morgan,  Ilczekiali  Huntington,  Philip  Turner,  and  Joseph  and 
Simon  Tracy. 

In  1750,  Daniel  Lathrop,  Nathan  Stedman  and  Capt.  Philip  Turner 
were  opi)ointcd  a  committee  to  open  a  highway  by  the  water-side,  con- 
necting the  above-named  streets.  This  was  the  first  laying  out  of  Water 
street. 

Afler  this,  '<  the  old  highway  over  Waweecos  Hill,  between  the  Little 
Plain  and  Landing  Place,"  was  seldom  used,  and  Capt  Benajah  Bushnell 
obtained  permission  to  enclose  it,  on  condition  of  maintaining  convenient 
bars  for  people  to  pass. 

The  Little  Plain, — so  called  in  distinction  from  the  Great  Plain,  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  town  toward  Mohegan, — was  at  this  time  private 
property,  inchuled  in  grants  to  the  early  settlei-s,  with  no  part  open  to  the 
public  except  the  streets  above  mentioned  leading  to  the  Landing. 

In  making  these  highway  improvements  and  in  other  works  of  public 
interest  requiring  public  spirit  and  skillful  management,  Capt  Turner  and 
Nathan  Stedman  were  zealous  and  persevering  agents.  These  were  com- 
pamtively  new  inhabitants.  Stedman  was  an  attoniey,  son  of  John  Sted- 
man of  Lyme,  and  not  of  the  Hampton  family  of  Stedmans.  After  a  few 
years  residence  in  Norwich,  he  removed  to  Ashford.  Philip  Turner  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  short  career  in  the  town,  and  his  dust  is  mingled  with 
its  soil. 

Dec.  1748.  It  is  ordered  that  warnings  for  town  meetings  shall  for  the  fature  be  set 
np  at  tlio  Landing  place  on  some  post  to  bo  provided  bj  the  inhabitants  there. 

A  sign-post  was  accordingly  set  up  at  Mr.  Peter  Lanman's  corner,  as 
the  most  central  and  conspicuous  situation. 

1751.  Voted  that  the  district  for  highways  at  Chelsea  bo  divided  as  follows — Begin- 
DiDg  at  the  water,  south  of  Uio  westerly  coracr  of  Daniel  Tracy  Jr's  hotue  at  the  Land- 
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lac  plaM,  Amh*  ft  Mnriifa  t  Hm  ta  wban  Um  Uglnm7  |0M  MRMi  Vawt 
to  ilM  N.  B.  oonMror  John  BlUt^  Uad-dHMO »  Nm%ht Um  to  Ai  pwHn  of  «• 
padH  M  iht  UBli  Plain,  tt  OUw  AmoWi  tanwi  ihMBa  a Hmtftt  Mwa  to  Ifca 
H.  V.  eomtr  of  Jwhaa  Pitot't  dweUlaf  hoaaa.* 

,  ;  Tb«  eoiamon  land*  and  fiala  npon  the  CbN,  sztaoding  u  tut  wp  m 
"Kiyah  Lalhrop'a  Qrtit  MUb,"  wen  Ud  out  In  1760  or  nenr  that  praiod. 
.nieihana  were  divided  into  lentba,and  each  tralh  into aigfatnrei^  par- 
.«tk  w  lota,u  the  abeep-walka  had  been. 

,1  Pram  the  General  I4a  of  17S7,  it  appean  that  then  were  Iben  dghty^ 
MTen  reudent  proprietor!  of  rateahle  ettate  in  "l&e  locie^  of  Hew  Ohet 
•f "  and  twentj-fire  noiM«ddent& 

'.  *  "  OUnr  Anwld'a  eomar  "  nrai  at  tba  btad  of  die  plain,  jail  wben  Aa  MraUt  part 
'at'lhapreaeMdar.    Joahna Pilor'i dwaUIag^ooM la MppoNl  to han basn mh OaL 


CHAPTER  XXIL 

COHMBHOB  AND  TUB  FrBNOH  WaR. 

Toe  year  1760  may  be  taken  as  the  era  when  the  commerce  of  Nor- 
wich, which  at  two  distinct  pcriofls,  before  and  aAcr  the  war,  became 
important,  received  it«  first  great  impulse.  A  foresight  of  this  prosperity 
was  obtained  by  the  fathers  of  the  town,  in  1751,  when  they  made  the 
followins  declaration : 


"  Wheroas,  the  town  did  formerly  grant  to  Mr.  Joseph  Keller,  shipwright,  to  build 
TORScla  At  the  Landing-place,  ^vhcro  )ie  is  now  building,  during  tbo  town's  pleasure,  and 
would  give  bim  twelve  montlm  notice,  do  now  declare  tbat  tbcir  will  and  pleasure,  as 
to  his  building  in  Raid  place,  \n  at  an  end,  tlie  place  being  mucb  wanted  for  public  im- 
proTcment,  and  do  now  give  bim  notice  thereof  accordingly,  and  order  the  selectmen 
to  notify  bim  by  sending  him  a  copy  of  this  act." 

From  this  period  onward,  the  interest  in  navigation  continued  steadily 
to  increase.  John  Rwkwcll  of  Preston,  who  died  in  1753,  refers  in  his 
will  to  "my  vassel  now  at  sea,"  and  occasional  glimpses  are  obtained  of 
sloops  and  frcight-boaU,  with  now  and  then  a  schooner  plying  up  and 
down  the  river.  In  the  "New  London  Summary,"  the  first  newspaper 
issued  in  this  part  of  the  colony,  which  began  in  1758,  advertisements  of 
tlie  Norwich  vessels  were  frequently  inserted.  As  in  August,  1760: — 
"For  Mcnis  or  Cliignecto,  the  sloop  Defiance,  Obadiah  Ayer,  master;" 
also,  "The  sloop  Ann,  Stephen  Calkins,  master,  lying  at  Norwich  Land- 
ing, ready  for  freight  or  passengers." 

Nova  Scotia  was  then  open  to  emigrants,  and  speculation  was  busy  with 
its  lands.  Fanns  and  townships  were  thrown  into  the  market,  and  adven- 
turers were  eager  to  take  possession  of  the  vacated  seats  of  the  exiled 
Acadians. 

By  the  treaty  of  peace  in  17G3,  this  territory  was  confirmed  to  the 
English.  The  provincial  government  caused  it  to  be  distributed  into 
towns  and  sections,  and  lots  were  ofiercd  to  actual  settlers  on  easy  terms. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  part  of  Connecticut,  and  several  citizens  of 
Norwich  in  particular,  entered  largely  into  the^o  purchases,  as  they  did 
also  into  the  purciia$es,  made  at  the  same  period,  of  land  on  the  Delaware 
river.    The  proprietors  held  their  meetings  at  the  town-house,  in  Norwich. 
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and  nuHij  penona  of  even  null  meuu  vera  Induced  lo  become  Bubscrib- 
ta,  in  th«  expecUtlon  of  bettering  their  fortonet. 

The  township*  of  Dal^n,  Hodon,  Fttlntouth,  Cornwullis  and  Amiicrat 
wen  settled  in  pert  hj  Coanecdcat  emignnti.  Sloope  wen  Mnt  fttn 
Norwich  end  New  London  with  prariuou  end  pmengen.  One  of  theee 
in 'ft  lin^  trip  oonTejred  187  Mttlen  from  New  London  eoim^.  ne 
•eeond  O^it.  Bobert  Denlem  wu  gnumg  the  entgreidB. 

Norwich,  n  well  u  other  towni  in  Coanectiant,  was  taied  with  tiw 
■nppoit  of  ft  certain  nomlier  of  the  Fnneh  Nenlrali,  a  hennlMi  ftnd 
.  mnch-ftbaaed  peofil^  who  in  the  jear  17fi9  were  drivcD  itom  their  eeata 
in  Acadia  or  Nora  Sootift  ))j  tlwir  EngUih  eonqueror^  ftnd  Ibroed  to  take 
leftige  in  New  England.  Uanj  of  titen  •nbwqnetlj  returned  to  Canada. 
,  Oapt.  Bidiard  Lefflngwell,  in  the  brig  Pitt,  carried  240  <^  tlteae  French 
poannti  with  thdr  priett  to  Quebec  in  1767. 
.  A  back  cooDtrj  of  Moie  extent  nude  its  depodti  in  Norwich,  and  ila 
dtisena  were  induoed  to  enter  largely  into  oommerdal  ft&in.  Qwlaeft 
was  tlieir  port,  and  instead  of  exhibiting,  ai  heretofore,  nothing  bnt  ihi^ 
yards  and  ware-hoosea,  fishermen's  caUns  and  aaikua'  cottages,  it  now 
bfgan  to  show  some  respeouble  baildiags.  Let  ns  suppose  oonelTei 
',valk|ng  tluou^  its  streets  about  ihit  period.  We  mlg^t  see  lying  at  the 
^Wkarrea,  periieps  departing  ae  entering,  the  coasting  iloope,  DeSanoe  and 
(Ann I  llie  Zondm  packet,  Ebenexar  Fitch,  master;  the  Norwich  padce^ 
OapL  Thomas  Fanning!  the  brig  Two  Bro|httrt,  CapL  Asa  Walermant 
sloop  Belsej,  O^it  WilHftra  Billings  t  the  Nanc^,  Gapt.  Uriah  Rogeni 
the  Clinrming  Sail/,  Capt.  Matthew  Perkins,  &c. 

Here  is  Uie  mercantile  oatiiblishmvnt  (1765)  of  Jacob  DoWitt,  who  has 
just  settled  in  the  place ;  that  of  Gerabom  Breed,  (whose  shipping-store, 
then  newly-erected,  is  stilt  extant  and  now  occupied  by  his  grandson)  j  that 
of  John  Baker  Brimmer,  who  keeps  B  little  or  every  thing,  and  gives  "cosh 
for  ox-lioms,  old  pewter  and  liopps;"  that  of  Ebcnczer  Colbum,  inni- 
monger  and  cutler,  at  the  sign  of  the  Dbck  Ilune ;  tliat  of  Isaiali  Tiffany, 
who  keeps  "ribbons,  fans,  calicoes,  lawna  and  cliina-ware,  just  imported 
from  London  ;"  and  that  of  Nathaniel  Backus,  Jr.,  at  the  comer  where  is 
now  the  Norwich  Bank.  This  was  the  most  conspicuous  position  in  Chel- 
eea.  The  step-stone  at  the  door,  broad  and  high,  served  for  a  horae-blodc, 
where  females  from  the  country,  who  came  into  town  for  shopping,  mounted 
and  dismounted  from  their  liorses. 

Some  of  the  merchants,  from  the  Uret  beginnings  of  their  commerce, 
imported  goods  directly  from  Great  Britain,  cither  in  their  own  vessels, 
or  in  packages  landed  at  Boston  and  New  York  and  consigned  to  them. 
The  invoice  value  ranged  only  from  a  few  hundred  to  three  or  four  thou- 
sand pounds  each,  annually,  but  the  fact  displays  a  creditable  degree  of 
enterprise  and  commercial  aptitude.    From  17G0,  onward  to  the  Revolu- 
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tion,  there  were  four  or  five  of  these  importing  merchants  in  the  place. 
During  the  long  wars  with  France  and  Spain,  the  risks  at  sea  from  cap- 
ture were  great,  and  insurance  ran  high, — ^varying  from  five  to  fifteen 
guineas  per  cent.  The  latter  high  rate  was  demanded  in  1758,  and  again 
in  1762.  In  ordinary  times  it  was  but  one  and  a  half  or  two  per  cent. 
After  1770,  the  importations  increased  in  amount,  and  the  Norwich  im- 
porters usually  owned  the  vessel  and  paid  the  insurance  themselves.  The 
goods  were  consigned  direct,  and  the  duties  paid  at  New  London. 

Tlie  invoices  comprised  many  articles  that  might  easily  have  been  man- 
ufactured at  home,  but  for  the  parliamentary  restraints.  Felt  hats,  for 
instance,  were  then  a  common  article  of  importation,  the  colonists  being 
forbidden  to  make  them,  even  for  their  own  use.  Nails,  paper,  loaf  sugar, 
snuff,  spices,  were  all  imported  from  Europe.  Ribbons,  crapes  and  laces, 
though  enormously  high,  were  in  demand,  and  we  find  also  upon  the 
invoices  such  articles  of  fancy  as  "Barleycorn  necklaces,"  "London  dolls,** 
and  "London  lettered  gartering."  Printed  linens,  chintzes  and  damasks 
made  a  great  show  upon  these  old  counters.  Plain  linens  were  staple 
articles,  im|K)rtcd  largely,  and  occasionally  a  piece  of  Holland  cotton  inti- 
mates the  beginning  of  a  trade  in  cotton  cloth. 

At  this  ])eriod  the  best  assortments  were  all  up  town,  and  the  ladies  of 
Chelsea  were  as  much  accustomed  to  go  thither  to  do  their  shopping,  that 
is,  if  dry  goods  or  fancy  articles  were  wanted,  as  the  ladies  of  the  town 
now  are  to  go  to  Chelsea. 

The  goods  in  the  retail  stores  of  tliat  day  were  somewhat  oddly  assorted* 
For  instance,  one  man  advertised  sliccp's-wool,  codfish.  West  India  prod- 
ucts, an<l  an  assortment  of  European  dry  goods. 

"  N.  B.  As  the  subscriber  Iins  an  interest  in  a  stilMionso  at  Chelsea,  ho  expects  to 
1ia?o  New  England  rum  constantly  to  sell/' 

This  was  rather  a  descent  from  the  usual  select  phraseology  which 
oflcred  for  sale,  "  Choice  Geneva  just  from  Amsterdam." 

The  nonuMiclature  of  dress-goods  was  as  divei*sificd  as  at  the  present 
day.  In  addition  to  the  general  terms  of  satins,  modes,  crapes,  calicoes, 
and  broadcloth,  we  find  hum-hum,  wild-bore,  elasticks,  moreens,  durants, 
calimanros,  tannnys,  royal-rib,  sha]hx)ns,  erminetts,  stockinctis,  satinetts, 
msseh'tts,  (Sonnan  Fcr{j;e,  duflles,  tafiety. 

William  and  Peter  Lannmn,  Jeremiah  Clement,  merchant,  and  after- 
ward first  deacon  of  the  church,  Capt.  Thomas  Fanning,  ship-master  and 
merchant,  .labcz  Dean,  Asa  Peabody,  Ephraim  Bill,  Gershom  Breed,  and 
Prosper  Wet  more,  arc  some  of  the  fresii  names  engrafted  into  the  history 
of  the  town  about  the  middle  of  the  century. 

The  J^annian  brothers  were  merchants  from  Plymouth,  Mass.  William 
died  in  17oG.     The  business  was  continued  by  Peter,  and  the  firm  remained 
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In  fall  nune  wtd  that  i^  bU  wn,  Fotsr  lonipm,  Jr,  as  pwtner  ind  «i»- 
oeMor,  fin-  moro  tluui  fiftj  jean. 

Prosper  Wetmore  waa  from  Stafford.  He  tUMi  at  Norwieli  in  1747, 
oa  hb  marriage  with  Anne,  daughter  of  llenkiah  Hantington,  and  tinm 
that  time  till  hit  death,  in  1788,  took  an  actlre  part  in  town  and  ehurck 
•ffidn.  For  vumj  yeara  he  wa)>  •heriff  of  New  London  oonnty.  Hit 
«i&  died  in  1764,  and  he  married  Ketnrah  CheiebnHigh  of  Stonington. 
Sheriff  WetmoreTa  hoiue  was  on  the  bluff  near  the  extreme  «m1  of  Itodty 
P<wit,  aflerward  the  residence  of  Dr.  Lemael  BoswelL 

Lieut.  QerAom  Breed  waa  a  descendant  of  Allen  Breed,  who  eoiign^ 
ted  to  this  coantrj  about  1 630,  and  settled  in  Ljan,  Idbss.  John,  a  grand* 
■on  of  the  first  emigrant,  removed  to  Stonlngton,  where  lie  married  Ucrcy, 
dau^ter  of  Oenihom  Pabner,  and  united  with  the  Stonlngton  churdi  in 
1690.  Gersbom,  his  tenth  and  lost  child,  married  Dorolhj  McLorran,  a 
grand-daughter  ot  Dea.  Joseph  Otis  of  the  North  Poridi  of  New  Lmidoa, 
and  settled  aa  n  merchant  in  Norwich  about  the  year  1760. 

"Tmmble,  Fitch  &  Trumble,'**  was  a  business  firm  in  Norwich,  formed 
in  1708.  The  partners  were  Jonnlban  Trumbull,  his  son  Joseph,  and  CoL 
Eleasar  Fitch,  all  of  Ldianon.  The  elder  bnincliea  of  the  flrra  had  for 
aereral  jrean  transacted  business  in  Norwich.  The  junior  partner,  Jose^ 
Trumbnll,  who  had  been  to  England  and  eslabliiihed  business  mUliuiia 
with  several  mercantUo  houses  in  London,  was  now  the  resident  acting 
partner  In  the  concern.  This  Arm  Iiad  the  aguncj  of  vessels  trading  at 
Barbadoes,  Ireland,  LiverjMol,  and  London.  A  series  of  lieavjr  loisea  at 
eeo,  not  only  in  tlio  mercantile  line,  but  in  tliu  wimling  busim:^,  ii|>on 
wliicli  lliuy  had  entered,  eiiused  tliu  failure  of  Ihe  hou^e  in  ihu  cuur^u  of  a 
few  years,  but  the  business  was  cuntinued,  tlioujjh  vrilhin  a  niirrowor  c»m- 
poas,  until  (he  war  for  liberty  broke  up  ull  rc;^lar  coinnicrec  and  culled 
upon  the  two  TrumbulU  to  devote  ttieir  cnerjjicj  to  the  aeiviue  of  their 
country.  In  that  conflict  Oul.  Fituli  dimigreed  both  in  opinion  and  iietion 
with  his  former  paniici-s.  lie  c3i>ouscd  tlio  i-uyul  cause,  and  lieutmu  a 
refugee. 

In  1774,  the  three  men  who  paid  the  higlie^t  tux  in  Chelsea  were  Jere- 
miah Clement,  Joseph  llowlaud,  mid  William  Coil.  Tliomiu  Cutt  waa 
also  for  many  years  engaged  in  trade.  Jetlidialt  and  Andi-ew  Huntington 
were  men  of  businesa  in  liie  towii-|ilot.  Dudley  WuoUbi'idge  from  Ston- 
lngton hail  opened  a  etoi-u  in  tlie  itame  quarter.  Ilubbitrds  &  Greene, 
commission  merchants  of  Boston,  bad  a  brunch  of  their  business  in  Nor- 
wich.  In  17G6,  the  "London  I'acket"  was  advcilised  to  sail  from  Nor- 
wich to  £ngland. 

I       •  Inve^itig&iioiii  made  by  Joncph  Trumbull  wliilo  in  Englunil,  luil  (o  a  cluui)^  in  ilie 
'^  ■pa11iii|{  of  Iho  liut  lyllabla  of  tliu  family  name.     Tlia  ruviovd  runn  Vim  oilupud  ubuut 
llio  year  17SS,  bufura  ihs  aider  Trumbull  becumo  Goveniar. 
Stusrt's  Ifiro  of  TrumbDll,  p.  118. 
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or  the  French  war  with  respect  to  ita  influence  upon  the  town,  nothing 
IB  found  on  record  but  in  the  way  of  reference  and  hint.  Between  1755 
and  17G3,  in  the  registry  of  death?,  in  accounts  and  settlements  of  estates, 
occasional  allusions  may  be  noticed  to  one  who  went  to  the  wars,  or  died 
in  battle,  or  of  camp-fever.  The  preamble  to  the  will  of  Joseph  Johnson 
of  Preston,  made  June,  1757,  and  proved  May,  1758,  has  this  passage: 
''Being  culle^l  by  Providence  to  go  forth  against  the  common  enemy  and 
to  jeopard  my  life  upon  the  high  places  of  the  fleld,"  &c  We  infer  at 
once  that  such  persons  were  victims  of  the  frontier  service. 

Again,  sloops  and  schooners  hti  the  port  witli  provisions,  bound  to 
Albany,  and  the  evidence  is  presumptive  that  they  carried  supplies  to  the 
New  England  forces  in  the  field. 

It  was  an  cxdting  period.  The  whole  country  resounded  with  tidings 
of  Indian  depredations  and  rumors  of  savage  cruelty.  The  few  newspa- 
pers of  the  day  were  filled  with  thick  coming  reports  of  the  barbarities 
practiced  in  the  pioneer  settlements.  In  western  and  northern  New  York 
and  through  the  fertile  interior  of  the  Middle  States,  at  that  time  a  vast 
overshadowed  wilderness,  hordes  of  Red  men,  with  or  without  French 
instigators  or  French  leaders,  came  out  of  their  haunts,  with  a  sudden 
sweep  u|K)n  villages  or  single  fann-houses,  u|K)n  men  at  work  or  children 
at  play,  howling  as  they  came,  and  marking  their  path  with  fire  and 
slaughter.  New  England  has  no  pnge  of  its  history  so  stained  with  the 
slaughter  of  the  helpless  as  this.  Philip's  war  had  a  more  limited  sphere, 
made  fewer  victims,  and  displayed  less  ferocity. 

Norwich,  remote  from  the  scenes  of  strife  and  danger,  sitting  amid  her 
hill"^,  could  only  sympalliize  witii  her  frontier  kindred  in  their  perils,  and 
send  her  quotas  to  their  defence.  This  they  were  often  chilled  to  do,  and 
we  may  be  sure  that  prayers  and  tears  were  mingled  in  many  families  at 
those  times,  when  such  notes  as  the  following  were  registered  in  almanacs 
or  ]>rivate  diaries:  "Ten  stout  men  drawn  for  Canada."  "Six  of  our 
neighbors  pressed  to  go  against  the  Indians."  "More  soldiers  to  be 
raised,"  &c. 

In  IToG,  four  regiments  were  raised  in  Connecticut  for  frontier  service  ; 
and  one  of  these  under  Col.  Nathan  Whiting  was  drawn  chiefly  from  New 
London  county.  In  1758,  Col.  Samuel  Coit  commanded  a  regiment  raised 
in  Norwich  and  its  neighborhood,  which  wintered  at  Fort  Edward.  Col. 
Elcazar  Fitch,  Col.  William  Whiting,  Capt.  Robert  Denison  and  Capt. 
Sanniel  Mott  served  in  these  campaigns  against  the  French.  Dr.  Jona- 
than Marsh  was  with  the  northern  army  as  a  surgeon  in  1756  and  1757, 
and  Dr.  Pliiiip  Turner  in  1758. 

Elijah  Huntington  (son  of  Isaac,  one  of  the  estimable  recorders  of 
Norwich,)  served  in  the  frontier  army  through  three  campaigns,  1758-GO 
and  was  in  the  service  when  Canada  surrendered  to  General  Amherst. 
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The  leantf  reoordB  cl  (be  tune  leave  H  oul  cl  our  power  to  enter  into 
detidbi  or  enlarge  this  dender  list  cl  indtvidttala« 

In  I76I9  aooording  to  a  certified  list  of  Joseph  Haiti  the  collector  cl  tbi 
xojal  costoms  at  New  Londoni  the  whole  nomber  cl  yesseb  sailing  from 
Ckmneoticat  district  was  fi>rty-five.  Only  one  of  these  was  over  60  tons 
burden,  yu*,  the  brigantine  Mermaid^  68  tons.  Foor  were  armed.  The 
whole  amoant  (tf  tonnagCi  1668 ;  number  of  men  emptoyed,  887 ;  nomber 
of  gnnsi  40. 

This  comprised  at  that  period  the  whole  shipping  of  Oennecticat  After 
the  peace  of  1768|  there  was  a  great  increase  of  trade.  Fishing  and  trad- 
ing Tcssels  of  small  capadtjr  and  light  draft,  but  pliant  and  searworthj, 
eonUnued  to  multiply  and  keep  all  the  northern  coast  lively  with  thehr 
enterprise,  till  suddenly  diecked  by  the  Bevolationary  war. 

Two  of  the  eailiest  grave-stone  memorials  within  the  bounds  of  Chdaea 
perpetuate  the  names  of  ship-masters.  One  of  these  was  erected  in  mem- 
oiy  of  Capt  John  Culver,  who  died  in  1757,  at  the  age  of  GO,  and  was 
interred  in  the  Episcopal  Church-yard ;  the  other  is  in  remembrance  of 
Oapt  Daniel  Thusy,  whose  death  occurred  in  1760,  in  the  52d  year  of  hb 
age. .  Capt  Tracy  was  interred  in  the  Society  burial-place,  which  was 
opened  in  1755.  Earlier  than  this,  no  interments  appear  to  have  been 
made  at  the  Landing.  Tlie  oldest  grave-stone  that  Ims  been  found  in 
Qielseay  bearing  the  name  of  a  man  of  mature  ago,  is  one  in  this  ceme- 
teiy  that  points  out  the  resting-place  of  William  Lunman,  the  young  mei^ 
chant  heretofore  mentioned,  ^who,"  according  to  the  record,  'Mivcd  a  sober, 
virtuous  life,  and  died  in  hope  of  a  huppy  iiuinoriulity,"  in  tlio  «50tli  ycur 
of  his  age,  1756. 


CHAPTER  xxm. 

Tns  Nbw  Light  Exoitbmbnt.     Separatist  CHaRouBS* 

Dr.  Lord  was  considered  an  earnest  evangeUcal  preacher,  and  his 
ministry  was  eminently  useful  and  successfuh  His  style  of  delivery  was 
impressive.  One  of  his  contcm|X)raries  said  that  "he  seemed  to  have  an 
inexhaustible  fund  of  proper  words,  pointed  sense,  and  devout  affections." 
When  he  settled  in  1717,  there  were  about  thirty  male  members  in  the 
church,  and  as  many  females.  In  the  first  fifty  years  of  his  ministry,  330 
'  were  admitted. 

''When  I  first  came  here,"  said  Dr.  Ix>rd,  speaking  of  his  congregation, 
''there  was  a  beautiful  sight  of  venerable  aged  fathers,  and  many  of  them 
appearing  much  of  the  right  Puritan  stamp, — the  hoary  head  found  in  the 
way  of  righteousness."* 

At  the  time  of  his  settlement  the  whole  town  was  but  one  parish. 
Long  before  the  end  of  his  pastorate,  it  comprised  eight  societies,  with 
each  its  church  and  minister,  of  the  Congregational  order,  also  ^ye  socie- 
ties of  Separatists,  and  an  Episcopal  organization. 

In  1721  there  was  a  revival  in  his  church,  coincident  with  one  in  Wind- 
ham, ten  miles  distant,  under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Samuel  Whiting,  who 
admitted  eighty  persons  to  church  membership  in  six  months.f  The  era 
of  revivals  had  not  then  commenced,  which  made  the  interest  manifested 
in  tiicse  two  churclies  the  more  worthy  of  note.  But  these  examples 
were  not  diffusive ;  and  for  many  years  all  New  England  seemed  sunk 
into  worhllincss  and  formality,  exhibiting  no  spiritual  growth,  and  little  if 
any  fervent  religious  emotion. 

In  the  midst  of  this  general  declension,  the  only  hopeful  sign  of  which 
seemed  to  be  that  Christians  were  aware  of  it  and  deplored  it  as  a  calam- 
ity, a  wonderful  manifestation  of  spiritual  activity  was  suddenly  developed 
in  Northampton,  in  connection  with  the  preaching  of  the  Rev.  Jonathan 
Edwards.  It  began  in  1733,  and  continued  for  two  or  three  years.  In 
the  spring  of  1736  it  was  estimated  that  in  Northampton  alone  there  were 
thirty  conversions  in  a  week  for  six  weeks  in  succession. 

•  lliUf  century  8cnnon. 

t  Biickus'  Church  Ilintory.    Trumbuiri  Conn.,  Vol.  2. 


.816  HIBTOBT    or    MOKWIOH. 

Hr.  Lord  of  Nonrkh  and  Mr.  Owen  of  Groton  were  n  deepty  intep' 
ettod  in  the  nporto  of  thn  work,  that  thej  made  a  jouniey  to  Nortbanp* 
ton  in  order  to  witnoM  ite  effecta  and  obtain  from  Mr.  Edwardi  himtelf  at 
account  of  i(a  beginning  nod  pragraaa.  Tliej  returned  declaring  that  Iha  ■ 
half  had  not  been  told  them.  Th^  report  and  the  increated  energj'  of 
their  Bobsequent  ministratione  had  an  awakening  influence  upon  their  owa 
people,  whioh  was  communicated  to  other  diordiei  in  the  nei^borimod. 

In  1740  the  flame  butet  forth  afreih,  and  the  wajr  being  in  some  deftrea 
prepared,  not  a  few  chnrchea  only,  but  hundreds,  were  arouaed  and  mi- 
fled,  brightened  aa  It  were  with  a  new  light,  and  awakened  to  a  new  llft^ 
•0  that  ihb  period  ia  distinctively  called  the  period  of  the  New  Light 
excitement,  or  Great  Awakening.  In  the  three  churcbea  of  Norwich  the 
woric  began  earljr,  end  soon  became  deept  strong,  and  enthusiaaiic  in  ita 
exhibi^na.  I^ebanon,  Windham,  CanteriiurjV  New  London,  Groton, 
Stonington,  and  in  fact  all  the  eastern  towna  of  the  colonj,  were  pervaded 
with  the  new  light  and  exalted  into  a  state  of  gospel  fervor.  The  Ber. 
Ur.  Tennent,  celebrated  as  an  erHngeli^t,  Dr.  Wheeloek  of  Lebanon,  Ur.  > 
Fanooa  of  Ljme,  Hr.  Pomeroy,  Mr.  Davenport,  and  other  r«Tid  exhort- 
an  of  the  daj,  went  from  place  to  place,  preaching  with  great  power,  and 
evei7  wfaer*  breaking  up  the  torpid  aurface  of  societf  with  ilie  hammer, 
Are,  and  two-edged  sword  of  the  goapcL 

,  The  great  success  of  these  eminent  men  led  many  oilier  mlnislcrs  Into 
a  oourse  of  Itinerant  and  often  erralic  service.  In  Norwicli,  as  well  as  in 
most  otlicr  plncos  whore  convurdiutij  wcro  nuinuroua,  llio  hvHiily  of  lliu 
work  wns  marrcil  hy  gross  irrfguliirilius.  Oulmus,  t'csdivit.-s,  luui  totaa 
Inglunces  of  infuriated  euuI  woru  uxliiliileil,  wliiuli  i-euni  tu  Iiiivu  lind  lui 
effect  in  cooling  tlie  arJor  of  Mr.  Lord,  deadening  liis  sytnjialliy  fur  (lie 
enthusio.'ils,  and  keeping  him  in  a  conservative  po»iiion. 

Tlio  Rcr.  banc  Backus,  one  of  ttic  cotivurls  of  lliis  pciioO,  wlio  nRer- 
wards  seceded  fi-oro  Mr.  Lord'd  chureli,  ob^jcrvcs : 

"  The  wortl  wai  m  powerful,  and  people  In  gencnil  k  ij^ortint,  that  llicj  had  litlls 
goremment  of  their  paasioni.    Hiinjr  cried  out  and  Tell  iluwn  ia  meetine*." 

In  adililion  to  tliese  shoulinga  and  bodily  writliings,  which  rendered  the 
meetings,  to  say  tlie  least,  dJMirdeily,  muny  ol'  lliu  convetis  displayed  in 
their  harangues  a  seU-conHdent  boasting  of  llieir  own  state  anil  a  ct-mori- 
ous  judgment  of  others,  that  gi-i<:vcd  anil  olTendcd  the  less  excited  purt  of 
the  community.  The  old  meeting- house  on  the  hill,  llicn  somewliat  dilnp- 
idaied,  and  soon  to  give  way  lo  a  successor,  witnessed  some  transcendent 
exhibitions  of  tlut  mingling  of  earth  r.nd  heaven,  of  llie  fre^ih  reg«;nera- 
^ve  power  of  the  gospel  with  the  extravagance  of  funuiicism,  thul  are  too 
often  displayed  in  times  of  religious  excitement.* 

•  IIovey'K  Life  of  llAckiu,  p.  3T. 
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The  clergy,  as  a  body,  frowned  upon  all  bodily  transports  and  ranting 
exhortations,  and  some  of  them  carried  their  disgust  so  far  as  to  condemn 
the  revival  itself.  The  LfCgislature  deemed  it.  necessary  for  the  civil  au- 
thority to  interfere  and  take  cognizance  of  these  irregularities.  An  act 
was  passed  in  May,  1742,  restricting  ministers  to  their  own  pulpits,  and 
interdicting  all  itinerant  preaching,  as  well  as  the  public  teachings  of  lay- 
men. '1  hese  restrictions  were  regarded  by  those  against  whom  they  were 
directed  as  intolerant,  and  instead  of  repressing  disorders,  they  roused  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  zealots  to  a  fiercer  flame. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  drawbacks,  the  deep  spiritual  benefits  of  the 
revival  were  perceived  by  the  wine  and  good,  and  its  purifying,  renovating 
influence  acknowledged  with  devout  thanksgiving.  In  June,  1743,  twelve 
ministers,  belonging  to  the  counties  of  New  London  and  Windham,  con- 
vened at  Norwich  for  the  pur|K>sc  of  acknowledging  the  goodness  of  God 
in  this  revival,  and  in  a  public  declaration  gave  their  testimony  in  its 
favor,  *'as  a  great  and  glorious  work  of  divine  grace,  and  a  great  reforma- 
tion of  religion."  Among  the  signers  to  this  document  were  three  minis- 
ters of  Norwich,  Benjamin  Lord,  Daniel  Kirtland,  and  Jabez  Wight. 

These  ackno'.vhMlgmcnts  were  not,  however,  designed  to  sanction  the 
errors  connccled  with  the  revival,  and  the  civil  authority  was  generally 
allowed  to  take  it.s  course  in  dealing  with  those  who  violated  the  statute, 
or  were  transported  by  excessive  zeal  beyond  the  bounds  of  charity  and 
decorum.  Fines,  seizures  and  imprisonments  were  indeed  of  frequent 
occurrence,  to  be  remembered  only  with  grief  and  condemnation,  but  in 
moi^t  instances  the  indictment  was  made  under  the  old  laws  against  non- 
payment of  rates  and  non-attendance  upon  the  worship  of  the  Sabbath. 
It  wai  just  a  continuation  of  the  old  list  of  actions,  with  perhaps  a  8harper 
look-out  and  a  more  rigorous  enforcement  of  the  letter  of  the  hiw  on  the 
part  of  olFicials. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  arrests  were  made  or  fines  imposed  in  Nor- 
wich, for  lay-preaching,  or  attendance  on  Separate  meeting.^,  unless  those 
meetings  were  tumultuous  and  disorderly  and  the  language  used  by  the 
cxhorters  unjustifiable  and  slandemus.  Doubtless,  however,  both  parties 
were  in  fault.  Men  were  sometimes  prosecuted  with  great  pertinacity  for 
slight  offences,  but  on  the  other  hand  the  language  of  denunciation  was 
used  to  a  revolting  extent,  accompanied  with  great  contempt  of  the  legal 
authorities. 

An  instance  of  this  violent  fanaticism  which  occurred  in  January,  1742, 
and  was  established  by  the  testimony  of  three  witnesses,  is  found  recorded 
among  the  papers  lefl  by  Dr.  Lord.  A  fierce  exhorter,  in  the  midjit  of 
his  convulsions,  using  terms  the  most  baneful  and  appalling  in  the  lan- 
guage, expressed  the  delight  it  would  give  him  to  witness  the  everlasting 
destruction  of  certain  persons  whom  he  mentioned  by  name.     At  the  same 
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lima  be  edled  upon  God  to  wEtaeaa  that  he  ins  ipeoking  imder  the  Inflo* 
•Bce  of  the  H0I7  Spirit  Dr.  Lord  appends  to  diii  eridaice  the  remuk 
that  at  thflaa  meeting!  *<BUch  kind  of  dreadfiil  expreMions"  wore  oftca 
Med.  Thete  perftMniances  excoae  in  Mine  d^ree  the  rigm  of  ecdod- 
•etieal  jodgment,  and  almoit  jnatify  the  interferenee  of  the  roagiitrata. 

It  it  well  known  that  the  New  Lif^ti  were  all  addicted  to  grange  tgoea 
and  violent  geetleolation*.  "With  ooati  off*  and  amu  extended,  the^  pr«> 
pared  themielTea  fiir  a  w(n!>d  t£  exhortation ;  not  thinking  themaelvea  nns 
eemfiil  anlea  Ihej  oonld  arouse  thdr  audience  to  alumta,  tears,  ecstaoea, 
and  tremblings,  ending  in  exhaostion.  When  Hr.  Parsons  preached  in 
1741,  one  of  his  awakening  sermons  in  the  parish  of  New  Concord,  whM* 
Mr.  Thnx^  was  the  minister,  it  is  said,  "a  great  number  were  In  toan^ 
and  some  cried  out  1  some  fainted  away,  and  one  or  two  n^m^."* 

I%a  most  important  pcdnt  npcm  which  (he  two  partiea  disagreed  rehtad 
to  the  qualifications  necessary  for  the  admiuion  of  chnrch-members.  Ths 
Hew  Light  party  insisted  on  a  utiafectory  relation  of  experienoi^  or  a 
declaration  of  what  fiutli  had  wronght  ia  the  sodI.  But  Mr.  IJord  and  a 
miOo'l^  of  ^*  dmrch  stood  by  the  ancient  practice  In  lliis  respoct,  and 
In  January,  174S,  passed  the  following  vote: 

.."TbonghltliailMaMdadadiabUlhlagtfaaipttMiuwlioeoiiM  tnte  ftdlcMamea. 
teoArsaiBSpatdkknlMiiHior  tiwlrszpstiuKe;  jWwsdo  not  judjp  or  bM  it  a 
iMBi  of  eonnBBlea."t 

I  This  TOle  ezpreieet  the  ourrent  sentiment  oF  the  chnrdiea  previous  to 
that  period,  and  at  the  time  of  its  odoplion.  A  rvlalion  of  inlcninl  exer- 
eisea  had  not  generally  been  required. 

It  has  been  observed  Ihnt  at  iho  time  of  Mr.  Lord's  ordination,  the 
church  refused  to  receive  the  Saybrook  Plnlform,  ond  assumed  a  posititm 
of  Congregational  independence.  After  a  few  years  llie  pastor  expressed 
a  wish  to  join  (be  Association  of  New  London  county,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  compromising  the  independence  of  the  church  and  expressly  con- 
senting to  the  New  Platform  as  a  model  oi  dtscipline-t 

On  these  "cautionary  grounds"  the  church  acceded  to  liis  request,  and 

*  DflDUoa'*  Notci  on  ths  BaptUU, 
>    t  Hr.  Loid  wai  himwlf  decidedlf  srens  to  maluDg  «  rolstion  of  experience  s  tono 

of  commuDion.    Hii  reoaoning  wu  to  Ibis  «ffbcl : 

"  Tbe  cliurch  hu  no  aaihoiiij  lo  males  mloi  and  tanni  of  admiuion  to  hind  tha 

eenscieDco,  but  only  lo  follow  the  plain  directiooi  of  the  word  of  Ood ;  and  if  iliera  ii 
'any  scriptorol  Uw  for  each  ■  lonn  of  commaaioD  to  bo  imposod  npon  tlie  conicionce, 

where  ii  111    For  whcrs  tbera  ii  no  l&w  Ihoreia  no  tnuugrcsaion,  and  ibercfore  to  be 

no  impoiidon." 
.     t"iliBTe  often  thonght,"b«ssid,"tliUlt  ma  a  damage  (oms  toliro  aaonealoDS 

>pon  tbe  earib,  and  pnreaied  ihu  improremeni  I  might  make  bj  cnjojiag  their 
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a  proposition  of  fellowship,  with  this  reserve,  was  made  to  the  Associa- 
tion of  New  London  county,  convened  at  Preston,  Nov.  10,  1724,  and 
acted  upon  as  follows : 

*'  Whereas  some  hftye  questioned  whether  a  minister's  attending  upon  and  consent- 
ing to  bo  a  member  of  this  Association  has  not  been  looked  upon  bj  the  Association 
as  his  giving  his  consent  to  the  articles  of  Church  discipline  established  bj  this  Colonj 
and  as  binding  him  and  his  church  to  be  goremed  by  them : 

"Besolred  that  it  never  has  been  nor  is  it  now  so  esteemed  bj  the  Association." 

Ailcr  the  year  1741,  one  of  the  objections  brought  against  Mr.  Lord  by 
the  New  Light  brethren  was,  that  he  and  his  party  in  the  church  had  gone 
into  fellowship  with  the  Association,  and  thus  abandoned  the  old  platform 
for  the  new.  Thin  ohjoction  docs  not  appear  to  have  been  valid,  no  evi- 
dence appearing  that  cither  pastor  or  church  had  ever  consented  to  the 
Saybrook  IMatform.  The  last  item  on  record  respecting  it  iB  a  protest  of 
the  cliurcli,  Feb.  20,  1744-5,  against  Mr.  Lord's  attending  the  meetings 
of  the  Association  in  future,  and  a  recall  of  their  former  consent  in  this 
particular,  lest  his  acting  and  voting  with  them  should  be  construed  into  a 
concurrence  with  their  principles.*  At  the  same  time  they  re-affirmed 
their  attachment  to  the  old  Platform  of  the  Fathers  of  1648,  ''not  only 
in  respect  to  doctrine  and  truth  and  form  of  covenant,  but  in  respect  of 
order  and  exercise  of  church  discipline." 

Feb.  19,  1745,  we  first  become  cognizant  that  a  separation  had  taken, 
place  in  Mr.  Lord's  church.  The  leaders  in  this  movement  were  Hugh 
Call(in.s  and  Jcdidiah  Hide ;  and  the  first  Separate  meetings  were  held  at 
the  house  of  the  former,  near  Yantic  bridge  at  the  west  end  of  the  town- 
plot.  A  committee  was  appointed  at  tlmt  date  to  inquire  into  the  reasons 
of  their  separation,  and  endeavor  to  bring  them  back  to  the  church. 

In  July,  tiurteen  members  were  cited  to  appear  and  answer  for  their 
continued  witlidrawal  from  the  regular  meetings  and  communion  of  the 
cliurch,  and  for  attending  a  Separate  meeting  on  the  Sabbath.  Various 
committees  were  aj>pointed,and  private  conferences  held  with  the  seceding 
members.  Some  of  them  declined  all  discussion,  but  others  frankly  stated 
the  grounds  of  their  dissatisfaction. 

"  Better  edification,"  or  "  the  gospel  better  preached  elsewhere,"  was  the 
prevalent  reason  given. 

"Not  making  regeneration  the  only  term  of  communion."t     "Opening 

*  Backus  in  his  Church  History  assorts  that  in  1744  Mr.  Lord  openly  declared  his 
attachment  to  the  Sny brook  rintform,  nnd  gives  this  as  the  chief  cause  of  the  Separa- 
tion. It  woM  also  stntod  m  one  of  the  reasons  of  dissent  by  a  suspended  member  in 
1758,  that  tlio  church  had  gone  off  from  tlie  OUi  Platform,  that  is,  of  1648.  The  rec- 
ords of  the  church,  liowevcr,  do  uot  afford  any  evidence  of  this  chaugo. 

t  Jcdidiuh  Hyde's  objection. 
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tha  door  too  wide,  letting  Id  all  ■orti  of  penou,  willwiit  giving  anjr  «vi* 
denee  at  sU  of  their  Uth  in  Cfariat  snd  rq>eotenee  tovardi  God." 

Hen  la;  the  Mroag  point  oT  (he  diaienten.  It  wai  in  fed  ibe  oolj' 
doctrinal  point  oT  naj  ImportaDce  at  inne.  The  pnctiee  oT  the  dinicfa 
had  be«i  lax  in  the  adroiadon  of  members,  and  an  inTigoratii^  diange  ia 
Ihii  ntfpect  waa  in  (he  end  a  beneflfdal  reralt  of  the  schiam.  When  ihi^ 
which  leeroi  (•  hara  been  the  special  olyect  of  their  mitaion,  wai  acGom- 
pliihed,  the  Apanue  diurcfau  pasied  awajr. 

At  a  later  date,  when  these  seceding  sociellea  had  been  organised  and 
tb^  doctrinal  and  practica  had  been  digeated  and  Nttled,  tlie  cause*  of 


1.  N«|lMt  or  ehnreb  dtxlpllas. 

S.  CoMiws*  Mid  •mm  at  •pplinthm  in  pnacbbig, 

9.  Tbe  qnallfiesrioiM  noccMsr;  to  church  mombenhip. 

4.  Trints  bnthran  balng  iabtnti  ibe  prirU^s  of  uhortatlon  ntd  pnjar. 

Z.  Tb»  Uwi  of  llM  MUa. 

The  complaints  spedall)'  preferrei]  against  Ur.  Lord  were  tnoall;  erude^ 
trifling,  and  exceptional:  "Not  speal^ing  up  for  that  which  is  goodi"  "not 
prajring  for  their  meetings;"  "not  a  frioid  to  lively  preaching  and  preadi- 
ers.** 

This  last  olyection  might  be  a  fault  or  a  virtue,  according  to  tlie  mean- 
ing attached  to  (lie  (wm  livifjf.  It  ia  evident  ()>at  Mr.  Lord  and  his  par^ 
nndenlood  by  it  that  passionate,  denunciatory  and  diacunuva  style  of 
exliortation,  ncconi|)uiiici1  with  Itodiiy  sulzuru  nnd  cxceMU:<,  wlilt-li  was 
common  in  the  Nuw  Light  mcctiiig.4;  nnd  cnlcrliiining  this  view  of  li've^ 
preucliing,  it  ia  not  Buqiriaing  llml  ihuy  werti  umoiig  its  opponcnld-t 

"Oct.IT,IT4L  Tha  Cliun^h  voted  nil  (ho  rcnsoni  iniiifllricnt,  and  iho  Siiuinilkm 
vndinrimble  anil  unwnmn labia  j  in  uSviico  lo  Cliriat  llui  llvad  of  ilio  Cliunli,  uiiil  ■ 
diiiordvrlj  walking." 

■  An  error  hot  bc«n  ciiculaioil  la  khiio  ranai<li'ral>iD  cxicnl,  tliut  Dr.  Lord  wui  nn- 
frieadlf  "  lo  /ow/y  piMCliing  and  pruiu'lian<," — iho  wuiil  loidf  bviii);  vxpluiiivil  lo  iiicaa 
"  ihe  preaching  at  ancducaied  man  nnd  Uymen."  Sco  Nutci  on  the  Buptini  of  Kuc- 
wivli,  bjt  Iter.  F.  DunUiin,  p.  SI,  anil  lluvuy'a  Memoir  of  iha  l.iru  end  'iiiiiea  of  Iter. 
Imbc  llaclma,  p.  43.  Tliia  liaa  all  urigiiuiud  fraiii  a  luiK-rcnding  of  tin:  US.  nivnl, 
wliare  ib«  word,  however,  i*  lUtlg,  and  not  loic/g.  Tba  error  in  ilii*  cuie  ia  not  of  ii>o< 
Blunt,  lince  doulxliiM  no  iiijuiiluv  iii  duoe  lo  the  revuniiid  paiior,  in  aiiriliuiiii^  lo  liin 
»  want  of  (jmpatli/  with  an  uucoinmiiti-iuiiBd,  unlvuniod  miniiiry ;  imt  it  ilioura  iha 
Dcceutltjr  of  cars  and  cuu  Ion  in  (ninii'riliing  MS.  duiuiUL-nEa,  u  liio  miaialioof  a  word 
may  cast  upon  charuclcr  a  Hit^ma  wiiolly  nnmiirili-d. 

t  tte*.  Jacob  Elliot  of  Lebanon  (GmIidu  S3o<.-ii.-iy)  in  liii  Almnnac  1>inry  noiicca  ■ 
vlHit  ihat  ho  had  from  ft  pan;  of  New  Li|;liu  wlio  runie  lo  dcul  wiili  liini  fur  liia  O|ipo- 
riilon  lo  tho  work.  Tliu  complainU  tliuy  uqjvd  agiiiiwt  him  wcru  cliiifly  ihuio :  uiuipt- 
oeu  to  teudi,  and  apmiiy  hii  tga  in  yrai/a. 
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The  thirteen  offending  members  were  snbsequenUj  all  suspended  from 
the  church.    They  were : 

Hagh  Calkins.  James  Backvs. 

Jcdicliali  Ilydo.  Iiuuic  Backus. 

William  I^throp.  John  Lcffingwell,  Jr. 

Samool  Lcffingwell.  Daniel  Chp.pman. 

JoMsph  Griswold.  Phebe,  wife  of  Hugh  Calkins. 

John  Smith.  Lydia,  wife  of  Joseph  Kellcj. 

Widow  Elisabeth  Backus. 

Mary,  wife  of  William  Lothrop,  and  A^ne  Hougli,  were  subsequently 
suspended. 

Dca.  Ilezckiah  Huntington  was  also  a  disciple  of  the  New  Light,  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  he  withdrew  from  the  churdi,  or  was  under  censure. 
Backus  says  of  him, ''  Huntington  liad  been  greatly  engaged  in  the  reform- 
ation, and  continued  stcdfast  therein  all  liis  days.** 

It  was  during  tlie  first  four  or  five  days  of  August,  1745,  that  White- 
field  was  first  in  Norwich,  tarrying  probably  but  a  few  hours.  He  held  a 
great  Indian  meeting  at  Mohegan,  and  perliaps  spent  a  day  witti  ;Mr. 
Jewctt  of  the  NortJi  Parish,  and  was  at  New  London  Aug.  8th.  A  reso- 
lution had  been  passed  by  the  General  Association  of  Connecticut,  the 
June  preceding  his  visit,  advising  the  clergy  not  to  invite  hun  to  their 
pulpits,  and  the  people  not  to  attend  on  his  ministrations.  It  is  doubtful, 
tlierefore,  whether  he  preached  at  this  time  in  Norwich ;  if  he  did,  it  was 
probably  in  (he  open  air,  or  among  the  New  Lights. 

The  Scparntiats  soon  began  to  gather  into  churches.  At  Bean  Hill 
tliey  erected  a  plain  but  respectable  house  of  worship.  It  had  no  spire, 
no  bell,  nur  pews,  but  was  furiiislicd  with  a  pulpit  and  comfortable  seats. 
The  church  was  organized  with  thirty  male  members,  and  Jedidiah  Hide 
ordained  their  minister,  Oct.  30,  1747. 

Thomas  Denison  was  ordained  at  Norwich  Farms,  Oct.  29,  1747.  A 
Separate  Church  was  formed  at  Newent  in  1750,  with  seven  members  or 
pillars,  and  Jeremiah  Tracy,  one  of  the  seven,  chosen  to  preach  and  ad- 
minister the  ordinances  to  them, — a  work  which  the  regular  Newent 
church,  in  their  records,  solemnly  declare  that  they  believe  the  Lord  had 
not  called  him  to  do.  Mr.  Willoughby  was  afterwards  their  minister,  but 
the  zeal  of  the  leaders  soon  declined,  and  the  congregation  gradually  fell 
away. 

In  Long  Society,  Jonathan  Story  was  ordained  by  the  Separates,  May 
20,  1752.  Meetings  were  held  in  that  society,  but  it  is  not  known  that  a 
church  was  organized. 

In  the  society  of  New  Concord,  where  Mr.  Throop  was  pastor,  no 
church  was  furnicd,  but  a  Separate  meeting  was  sustained  for  beveral 
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yttui  wUoh  beoMna  Ae  Med  from  wbome  «  Biqitlit  dranh  nUbnidy 


Tlrni  It  ifpMn  that  tbe  Beparadita  gathered  five  SiOatit  mtdtngt  or 
eangngattma  witUo  tbe  niii»-niile»«qiiarei  at  Nonridt  Town,  FianUi^ 
Liibra,  Bomh,  and  Long  Sotiatj.  The  two  hat  were  won  exibet,  hav- 
ing probablj  no  dnmh  organisatitm.  The  whole  eaatam  part  of  Oon- 
naeticat  ihued  In  the  iH*ft*1i»g  mortment,  and  twen^  or  ihlrtjr  ebnrolwB 


The  Mowhig  memonuida  relating  to  tbe  Bean  Hill  Separatiiti  an 
taken  from  a  {M^ier  on  file  among  the  raoorda  of  the  Pint  Oangtegatknd 


1T4S.  Vtb.10.  B^utatHq^hCUUBiaBflBtS^anlioB. 

1T4T.  Oct  ao.  Ur.  BU«  wu  oidalned. 

ITST.  8ept.n.  MKBUawudepoMd. 

17B>.  Aag.  IT.  Hr.  Jobn  TnUw  « 

ITCf.  Dm.  tt.  Ur.  Barnold*  wu  oidalMd. 

17«.  Hor.a.  lb.Bar»>U>«nibtMadibeBvlfatpriBdplMMd«afbqillMl. 

ITTl.  Jbm  t.  l^m  tfaM  of  Ml  Coinmiinh». 

!■  tni  IS  tUnh,  naa.  whaa  Owr  BiM  b  lb*  dHMkcoT  1M. 


-r  lib.  EUkr  had  been  ordidned  at  LjtM,  Deo.  85,  1747.  Tbe  aerriee 
.it  Bean  Hm  ln'17S9  muttherefiwe  bare  been  (^  tbe  nature  irf' an  faialal- 
latlOD. '  He  waa  an  exeelleot  man  and  a  good  prcaehar,  but  remained  In 
Norwich  onlj  two  or  three  yeant  s^d  then  became  putor  of  a  charch  in 
Plainfleld,  where  bo  died  in  1777.  Under  the  changeful  tcnchinga  of  hia 
anccessor,  Mr.  Beynolda,  tbe  Bean  Hill  church  languiBtied,  fainted,  and 
expired. 

Ita  roost  flourishing  period  was  from  1750  to  1754  inclusive.  The  fol- 
lowing extracts  from  the  journal  of  Mr.  Isaac  Backus,  one  of  the  thirteen 
aecedera  from  Dr.  Lord's  church,  refer  to  this  Bean  Hill  meeting : 

Jan.  IT,  1TS3.  I  wonld  hen  rsviiir  a  Uttls  what  1  hare  leen  at  Norwich.  TUi  Ital 
jBir  tho  anemiei  haTc  done  more  at  haling  tbe  MinU  to  prison  for  ratca,  than  thej  have 
done  erer  befora  ^nce  onrSoparation;  but  it  ii  remarkalilj  evidanithat,  as  it  wu  with 
IirMl,  M  it  hu  btea  ben :  "  Tbe  mora  thej  opprewod  them,  the  more  thsj  gnw." 
Thii  congicgation,  I  think,  Ii  nearly  m  Ui^  again  u  it  wu  the  lut  time  I  wu  beie 
before. 

Bept  IS,  ITM.  Fraached  l>oth  partt  or  tho  daj  in  brother  Hide's  meeting-houe,  to 
|he  laigMt  anditory  whlcb  I  erei  saw  theie.f 

a  BIIh  Villonghby,  one  of  the  Separaia  Teachen,  ii  lappoaed  to  have  occopied 
the  pnlpit  fbr  a  abort  time  between  Mr.  Hide's  deposition  and  Ur.  Fuller's  serrlce, 

t  Afgmoir  of  tbe  Ub  and  llmaa  of  Bar.  Ii««o  Bacfcu,  A.  H.  B j  Alvah  Horej, 
D.  D,    Boston,  1S58. 
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As  the  Separate  churches  were  not  recognized  bj  the  Legislature,  the 
members  were  still  taxed  to  support  their  former  ministers,  and  this  led  to 
various  instances  of  petty  persecution  and  private  suffering,  imprisonment 
and  distraining  of  goods,  the  memory  of  which  is  still  hoarded  and  per* 
haps  aggravated  bj  tradition.  At  Norwich  the  number  of  Separates  was 
oonsidernble,  and  their  influence  still  greater,  so  that  at  one  period  they 
out-voted  the  standing  regular  church,  and  declared  that  they  would  not 
support  a  minister  by  a  tax.  The  other  party  appealed  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  obtained  an  order  to  enforce  the  rates.  Violent  commotions 
were  the  consequence,  and  it  is  said  that  no  less  than  forty  persons  were 
imprisoned  on  this  account  in  one  season.  There  was  perhaps  no  town  in 
the  colony  where  the  conflict  between  the  standing  order,  supported  by  the 
civil  authority,  and  the  enthusiasts,  was  more  vehement  and  protracted 
than  at  Norwich. 

An  aggravated  case  of  this  kind  was  that  of  the  widow  Elizabeth 
Backus,  one  of  the  first  company  of  seceders,  and  a  zealous  partizan  of 
the  cause.  Her  son  had  previously  suffered  an  imprisonment  of  twenty 
days,  and  herself,  on  a  dark  night  in  October,  1752,  about  nine  o'clock, 
was  seized  by  the  collector,  carried  to  jail,  and  kept  there  thirteen  days. 
Ilcr  tax  was  then  paid,  but  without  her  consent,  by  her  son-in-law.  Gen. 
Jabez  Huntington.  At  a  subsequent  period,  her  grandson,  Gen.  Jedidiah 
Huntington,  pledged  himself  to  pay  her  rates  annually,  that  the  venerable 
lady  might  not  be  disturbed  by  any  solicitations  for  that  purpose.  This 
lady  was  mother  of  the  Kev.  Isaac  Backus,  of  Middleborough,  Mass., 
who,  in  his  Church  History,  has  preserved  a  letter  from  her,  giving  an 
account  of  her  imprisonment,  and  the  abundant  measure  of  divine  support 
tlmt  she  received  under  it.  She  states  that  Mr.  Griswold,  deacon  of  Uie 
Separate  Church,  and  Messrs.  Hill,  Sabin  and  Grover,  were  imprisoned  at 
the  same  time.  Mr.  Backus  adds,  "  They  went  on  in  such  ways  for  about 
eight  years,  until  the  spiritual  weapons  of  truth  and  love  vanquished  those 
carnal  weapons,  which  have  not  been  so  used  in  Norwich  since.** 

The  last  instance  of  distrainment  that  is  remembered  to  have  taken 
place,  was  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Ezekiel  Barrett,  who  died  in  1838,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-five.  He  had  refused  to  pay  the  usual  rates,  and  was 
arrested  at  the  court-house,  just  at  the  close  of  a  town  meeting.  He  made 
an  obstinate  resistance,  and  it  took  the  constable  and  six  other  men  to 
convey  hira  to  jail.  He  was  considerably  bruised  in  the  scuffle,  and  by 
being  dragged  upon  the  frozen  ground.  After  a  week's  imprisonment,  he 
^ave  his  note  for  the  sum  demanded,  and  was  released.  Subsequently  he 
irefused  to  pay  the  note,  alleging  that  it  was  forced  from  him  by  oppres- 
sion. It  was  sued  at  law,  and  hi^  cow  taken  and  sold  at  the  post  to  pay 
tlie  rate  and  costs.  ^ 

It  is  undoubtedly  this  instance  wliich  has  given  rise  to  the  reports  that 
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Aatd  taxes  were  alwEjB  rigorondy  ezeeted,  even  to  the  edsove  of  tiie 
poor  men's  oow  and  his  last  bushel  of  grab.  The  oases  tbofe  mentioned 
are  beUered  to  be  the  only  ones  that  oeenned  in  whleh  great  soTori^  was 
ezerdsed.  Dr.  Lord  always  treated  the  Separatists  with  Undness  and 
lespeeti  and  this  led  the  way  to  the  restoration  of  a  condderable  nnniber 
of  them  to  Hb  drareh. 

.  Befino  the  final  ezUnction  of  the  Separate  dinrdiy  a  small  par^seeeded 
'from  these  seoedersi  and  embraeed  the  doctrine  of  the  universal  salvatloB 
of  all  mankfaidt  or  the  final  restoration  of  all  to  a  state  of  happiness.  They 
hdd  ihdr  meetbgs  in  the  large  front  kitdien  of  the  house  then  ocoopied 
by  Mr.  Bbeneser  Groyer,  and  still  known  as  the  old  Grorer  house.  Here 
Mr.  Hide  used  occasionally  to  hold  meetingSi  and  after  him  Mr.  GamaBd 
^Beynolds.  The  latter  was  a  stone-mason  by  trade,  a  man  of  no  eduoar 
tioni  but  of  oondderable  natiTO  talent  He  was  one  ol  that  original  dass 
of  men^ — ^keen,  witty,  and  observing  $  fiuned  for  humorous  sallieSi  and 
•those  apt  remarks  that  are  treasured  up  and  retailed  as  sayings,  of  whidi 
the  present  day  seems  to  exhibit  fewer  spedmens  than  of  yore.  Norwich 
•fai'fiirmer  days  possessed  many  of  these  original  characters,  both  of  the 
-whimsical  and  shrewd  spedes.  Mr.  Beynolds  died  May  7, 1805,  aged 
•eiAtyHme. 

•ii^^After  the  introduction  of  XJnivenalism  into  the  Separate  meetings  a 
^oondderable  number  of  the  members  returned  to  thdr  old  home  in  the 
^Congregational  cfaurdi,  and  were  irecdved  with  cordiality.    Among  these 
<was  the  Tcnerablb  Joseph  Griswold,  deacon  of  the  late  Separate  churdit 
who  had  been  an  early  and  scalous  advocate  of  the  New  Liglit,  and  before 
-his  suspension  had  interrupted  Mr.  Lord  in  the  midot  of  one  of  his  ser- 
mons, to  declare  bis  dissent  from  something  that  he  said.    It  was  scarcely 
expected  that  he  would  ever  re-connect  himself  with  his  former  associates} 
and  it  created  considerable  emotion  in  the  mccting-honse,  when,  for  the 
first  time  afler  his  secession,  his  gray  locks  were  seen  in  the  old  man's  seat 
As  he  was  somewhat  deaf,  he  soon  afterward  asked  peniitssion  of  the  young 
pastor  to  go  up  the  pulpit  stairs  and  lean  over  the  door  while  he  was  preach- 
ing, that  he  might  hear  more  distinctly.     Mr.  Strong  immediately  invited 
,  him  to  take  a  seat  in  the  pulpit,  which  he  ever  afterwards  did,  when  able 
to  attend  meeting. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 
M18OBLLANXOU8  Gathkbinos. 

Thb  first  person  who  set  up  a  ehaisB  in  Norwich  was  one  Samuel  Brown; 
he  was  fined  for  riding  in  it  to  meeting.  In  those  simple  and  severe  days, 
the  rolling  of  wheels  through  the  streets  was  considered  a  breach  of  the 
Sabbath.  It  would  undoubtedly  have  a  tendency  to  attract  attention,  and 
cause  the  thoughts  to  wander  from  the  peculiar  duties  of  the  day.  If  a 
man  at  the  present  time  should  arrive  in  town  on  Saturday  night  in  a  bal- 
loon, and  go  to  meeting  in  it  on  Sunday,  it  would  be  a  similar  case.  Brown 
died  in  1804,  aged  ninety.  Col.  Simon  Lathrop  also  rode  in  a  cliaise  at  a 
▼ery  early  period,  but  his  effeminacy  in  this  respect  was  excused  on  ac- 
count of  the  feeble  health  of  his  wife.  At  the  period  of  the  revolution, 
only  six  ehaiiet^  or  as  they  are  now  called,  gigSj  vrere  owned  in  the  place. 
The  owners  of  these  six  were,  Ist,  Gen.  Jabez  Huntington ;  this  gig  was 
large,  low,  square-bodied,  and  studded  with  brass  nailfi  that  had  square 
and  flat  heads, — it  was  tlie  first  in  town  that  had  a  top  which  could  be 
thrown  back.  2d,  Col.  Ilezekiah  Huntington,  dd.  Dr.  Daniel  Lathrop; 
this  was  regarded  as  a  splendid  vehicle, — it  had  a  yellow  body,  with  a  red 
morocco  top,  and  a  window  upon  one  side.  4th,  Dr.  Theophilus  Rogers. 
5th,  Elijah  Bnckus,  Esq.  Gtli,  Nathaniel  Backus,  Esq.,  of  Chelsea ;  this 
aflerward^  belonged  to  Capt.  Seth  Harding.  Within  the  same  limits,  at  a 
later  period,  between  three  and  four  hundred  gigs  were  owned  at  the  same 
time.  Probably  no  town  in  the  Union,  of  equal  size,  could  turn  out  as 
many.  ^lechanics,  farmers,  and  in  gcncml  every  thriving,  well-lo-do 
householder,  owned  a  horse  and  chaise.  This  species  of  vehicle  has  since 
given  pliice  to  the  wagon,  buggy,  and  other  four-wheeled  carriages. 

The  visits  of  the  first  Governor  Trumbull  to  Norwich  were  customarily 
made  in  one  of  these  square- bodied,  square-topped,  two-wheeled,  one- 
horse  cnrriiiges,  almost  as  substnntinl  in  structure  as  a  house.  His  equi- 
page was  well  known  to  the  inhabitants,  and  there  was  always  a  great 
running  to  the  doors,  and  bowings  and  curtseyings  as  the  grand  old  chaise 
rolled  steiulily  along,  with  the  Governor  and  usually  one  of  his  family  at 
his  side, — Madam  Trumbull,  or  a  young  daughter,  for  after  1770  he  had 
two  children:  Joseph  Trumbull,  the  young  merchant,  and  Faith,  the  wife 
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of  J«didbthHtinangb»,HttledinNonrldi.    Thej  h«d  bIw  odier  Atadl 
ud  relatiTei  in  the  pkoe,  with  wlioin  viriti  wen  often  excbanged. 

Thk  Gorernor  TnunbuU  wu  the  orighial  "AvfAn-  JoitaOmt^'—i^ 
BUM  CUIUU7  given  bf  Wuhingloa,  but  wUdi  has  becMiw  the  fi 
p«H-in»d  olmd  for  all  Ameriows. 


Hie  iint  dnigg^  in  Norwidi,  ud  pn^Mhl)'  the  flnt  in  CSoanectient  who 
hsfi  way  general  ■MortmMit  of  medicinea  fiv  nle,  wu  Dr.  Danid  L^ 
thrap.  Hill  genUenum  graduated  at  Tale  in  1733,  and  mkw  aftermd 
went  to  Europe,  where  he  proeecnted  hi*  meaUcal  atndiea  in  London.  On 
hb  retnm,  after  an  absence  of  Mvoral  yean,  he  brought  with  bim  a  largs 
qoantitf  of  medioinea,  as  well  aa  Taiiooi  other  merchantable  good^  and 
eatabUahed  himself  in  burfneei  in  his  native  place.  His  shop  waa  on  th« 
'  main  atre^,  neu  bis  fiunily  lesidenoe. 
■  I  Dr.  Lathn^  flirnlahed  a  part  aS  the  sni^ilcal  stores  to  Iba  northern  armj 
hi  the  French  war.  Be  <A«a  received  orders  from  New  York.  HIa 
drags  wne  alwajs  of  the  best  kind,  well  prepared,  packed  and  forwarded 
In^lhe  neatest  manner.  This  was  the  txAj  apothecarT**  establislunent  on 
the  route  finm  New  Toik  to  Bosbsi,  and  oi  course  Dr.  Lathnip  had  a 
great  run  ^  custom,  often  filling  orders  sent  from  tbe  distance  of  a  hund- 
red miles  in  various  directions.  It  is  related  that  in  1710,  when  a  mali|^ 
nant  epidemie  was  prevailing  in  several  of  the  western  towns  of  the  ed^ 
ony,  the  Rev.  Mark  Leavenworth,  pastor  of  the  cliurcli  in  Watorbury, 
indtcd  bj  tlic  SQffcring  condition  of  many  of  \\\i  people  for  want  of  suit- 
able medicines  to  arrest  the  distemper,  came  to  Norwicli  on  lionebock  to 
obtain  a  supply,  performing  tlie  journey  bitlier  ojid  bock  in  tLrce  days.* 
This  fact  alone  is  sufficient  to  show  that  no  drug-slore  then  existed  either 
in  New  Ilnven  or  Hartford,  nnd  corroborates  llie  statement  oflcn  mode  by 
aged  people  in  Norwich,  tliat  Dr.  Lotbrop's  was  the  first  establishment  of 
the  kind  in  tho  colony. 

Joshua  Latbrop,  a  younger  brotlier  of  Dr.  Daniel,  after  graduating  at 
Tale  in  1743,  became  connected  with  him  in  bu8ine»s,  and  no  mercantile 
firm  in  this  vicinity  had  a  more  solid  reputation  than  the  brotliers  La- 
throp.f  They  imported  not  only  medicines,  but  fruits,  winca,  European 
and  India  goods,  directly  from  England ;  one  of  tbe  firm,  or  a  skillful 
agent,  oflen  crossing  the  ocean  to  select  the  stock.     Afler  a  few  years 

*  Bronson'B  Hislorj  ot  Waurbnry,  p.  SSS. 

t  With  Dr.  Lftthrop  commencod  tbe  ctiaiiea  of  orthogmphf  In  ths  name,  vrliich  loon 
becamo  univoraal  uoong  tlia  dcaconiliinu  of  iliu  propriuior  Samuel  Loilirup.  'i1io  dow 
Ibna  will  bo  heoMroitb  luod  in  tliij  worii,  except  wiicn  spcjikiDi;  of  tbow  early  aettlers 
(hat  iMTer  wrote  their  nanei  olberwiae  than  with  tbe  o. 
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thej  relinquished  the  trade  in  miscellanoos  merchandisey  and  confined 
themselves  in  a  great  measure  to  the  drug  business.* 

Benedict  Arnold,  Jr.,  and  Solomon  Smith  were  apprentices  to  Dr.  La- 
throp  at  the  same  period.  Arnold  subsequently  set  up  the  business  in 
New  Haven.  Smith  went  to  Hartford  and  established  a  drugnstore  in 
connection  with  Dr.  Lathrop,  who  fumbhed  the  first  stock.  This  was  in 
1757. 

The  following  is  one  of  their  advertisements : 

"Just  importod  from  London  in  the  lant  ship,  via  Now  York,  and  to  be  lold  bj 
Lothrop  &  Smith,  nt  tlicir  Btoro  in  King  at.  Hartford,  Ct — A  large  and  nnivereal  assort^ 
ment  of  medicines,  genuine  and  of  the  best  kind ;  together  with  complete  sets  of  Sur- 
geon's Capital  and  Pocket  instruments;  verj  neat  instruments  for  drawing  teeth,  metal 
mortam,  small  scales  and  weights ;  all  sorts  of  spice  and  choice  Turkey  figs ;  a  variety 
of  painter's  colours  and  many  other  articles."! 

In  177C  the  firm  in  Norwich  was  changed  from  Daniel  &  Joshua  La- 
tlirop  to  Lnthrops  &  Coit ;  their  nephew,  Joseph  Coit,  Jr.,  having  been 
associated  with  them  in  business.  The  younger  partner  died  in  1779,  in 
tlie  dOth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  former  title  was  resumed.^ 

The  wife  of  Dr.  Daniel  Lathrop  was  Jerusha,  daughter  of  Gk)vcmor 
Talcot  of  Hartford.  They  had  three  promising  sons,  cut  down  like  flowers 
of  the  field,  almost  at  a  single  sweep  of  the  scythe,  before  the  oldest  had 
attained  the  age  of  four  years.  This  was  all  their  ofispring,  and  the  blow 
saddened  though  it  did  not  embitter  the  feelings  of  this  benevolent  couple. 

Dr.  Lathrop  died  in  1 782.  Madam  Lathrop  long  survived  him,  and 
was  regarded  with  universal  esteem  and  veneration.  Her  death  took 
place  in  1806.  The  early  childhood  of  a  gifted  daughter  of  Norwich, 
Mrs.  L.  H.  Sigourncy,  was  passed  under  the  roof  of  this  excellent  lady. 
Having  lost  her  own  children,  in  their  infancy,  she  lavished  all  her  mater- 
nal affection  and  fostering  care  on  this  child  of  her  heart,  who  repaid  her 
tenderness  with  filial  veneration,  and  has  embalmed  her  memory  in  hal- 
lowed verse.§ 

*  The  invoico  of  drugs  im}>ortcd  by  them  in  one  vessel  was  £8000.  It  is  not  prob- 
able however  that  they  had  supplies  to  this  amount  every  year. 

t  New  London  Summary,  July  11,  1760. 

Dr.  Sylvnnus  Gardiner  of  Boston  also  established  a  drug-store  at  Hartford,  in  con- 
nection with  a  junior  partner,  in  May,  1757.  The  two  firms  were  Lothrop  &  Smith, 
King  Rt. ;  Ganliner  &  Jepson,  Queen  st.  They  appear  to  have  been  simultaneous 
establishments,  and  neither  can  claim  precedence  of  the  other. 

I  He  left  a  wife  and  infant  daughter ;  the  latter  married  Nathaniel  Rowland. 

4  Ezckicl  Huntley  and  Zcrviah  Wcntworth,  both  of  Norwich,  were  married  Nov.  2S, 
1790.  Lydia,  their  daughter  and  only  child,  was  l)oni  Sept.  1,  1791,  while  her  parents 
were  living  under  the  same  roof  with  Madam  Lathrop.  She  was  married  to  Charles 
Sigourncy  of  Hartford,  June  16,  1819. 
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Tb«  win  of  Dr.  Daniel  Lotliiop  oanbiiiad  a  bequest  of  £500  aterling  I 
to  Tak  Cdleg^  £500  to  the  town  of  Ntnwich  for  llie  support  of  a.  fi«a  i 
Gnunlnkr  Sobool,  and  £500  also  to  tbe  Eint  Eccleaiaslical  Society  o 
Cown  to  Bi^t  in  nipportiDg  the  minliCij. 

OadielAlid  JoAu&XAUutap  wweo/'thdfMirth  generatloo  of  the  nuM 
£b  Nonrieb, — abaa  of  iLomaa  lAthrop,  who  ^ed  Kkj  H,  1774,  auad 
nine^three.    llie^  had  on«  ^tter,  who  married  Joaeph  CoU  of  Hew 


Jowph  and  Ljdia  (I^throp)  Cut  were  the  paienu  of  Dr.  Joi^  Ool^ 
before  meoUoned;  of  Thomu  Co[t,nierchantof  Norwidiand  Canterbaiyi 
of  the  lata  Daniel  L.  Coit  of  Norwioh,  and  of  the  Hon.  Jo^m  Goit  of 
New  Lmdoa.  Thaj-  had  also  three  daughters,  who  in  due  aeaaoo  wen 
tranaferred  to  Nohrich  aa  the  wivea  of  William  Rabbard,  Cbriib^ter 
Lefflngwelt,  and  Andrew  Huntington. 

The  remoTMl  of  theae  daughtera  to  Norwich,  the  native  place  of  Ihdr 
mother,  and  the  increasing  hasarda  of  the  aeaboard  in  thoae  dajra  of  alarm 
and  InTBsioo,  ullimalelj  drew  Ur.  Cut  and  most  of  the  ftmil;  hith»r. 

Capt  Joaeph  Coit,  the  father,  died  at  Norwich,  37th  of  April,  1787,  In 
the  ninetieth  j'ear  of  his  ago.  Joshua,  tha  jonngeat  aoo,  remained  hi 
New  London,  and  wu  a  member  of  Coagreai  from  the  jear  1799  to  Ua 
dMtbiBl7M* 


t  ^Awoiii.  Tbe  colored  populotitxi  of  Norwiuh  wna  mora  nnmerona 
than  in  most  northern  towns.  It  consisled  partly  of  frco  blacks,  accruing 
from  previous  occasional  manumiMioiis,  aiid  partly  of  persons  still  hold  in 
servttuilo  and  bought  and  sold  as  property.  From  bills  of  sale  tlutt  ara 
extant,  and  from  the  valuation  mnde  in  inventories,  wo  leiim  that  in  llie 
early  part  of  the  century  the  price  for  sinvcs  i-anged  from  COf.  to  £30. 
After  tills  the  value  increased,  and  tlio  best  were  rated  at  £100,  The 
Rev.  William  Hart  of  Saylii-ook  in  1740  purcliascil  a  negro  boy  of  Jabes 
Huntington  of  Norwich,  for  whom  lio  pnid  £290,  old  tenor ;  but  this  was 
a  depreciated  currency,  probably  not  worth  more  than  n  flfih  of  its  nom- 
inal value  in  silver  coin.  At  a  later  period  tbe  price  of  a  servant  was 
Con»derably  enhanced. 

Captains  John  and  Matthew  Perkins,  of  Hanover  Society,  hod  each 
what  was  called  a  house-full  of  slaves.  The  former,  known  na  "big  Cap- 
tain John,"  died  in  1761.  His  inventory  enumerates  his  African  servonts, 
Tamar,  Zibo,  Jehu,  Selah,  &c,  to  the  number  of  fifteen,  ilic  best  valued 
at  £S0.  Frolnbly  no  larger  number  than  (his  could  be  found  in  any  one 
family  in  the  county. 

Capt.  Matthew  Perkins  was  a  largo  landholder,  a  man  of  energetic 
character,  and  like  his  brother,  strong  and  powerful  in  frame.     "  He  died 
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[in  1778]  from  lockjaw  caused  by  a  bite  on  the  thumb  which  he  received 
from  a  young  negro  slave  whom  he  was  chastising  for  some  fault"* 

It  was  not  until  near  the  era  of  the  Revolution  that  the  reasonableness 
and  equity  of  holding  the  African  race  in  durance  began  to  be  questioned 
by  the  citizens.  At  length  it  was  whispered  about  that  it  was  inconsistent 
to  complain  of  political  oppression,  and  yet  withhold  from  others  the  privi- 
leges to  which  they  were  entitled ;  to  fight  for  liberty,  and  yet  refuse  it  to 
a  portion  of  the  human  family. 

Communications  on  this  subject,  bold  and  eveti  eloquent,  appeared  in 
the  newspapers,  of  which  one  from  the  Norwich  Packet  will  serve  as  a 
specimen : 

July  7, 1774.  To  all  thoso  who  call  thcmsolYCS  Sons  of  Liberty  in  Americay  Greet- 
ing: 

My  Friends.  We  know  in  gome  good  meaauro  the  inestimable  ynloe  of  liberty.  Bat 
were  we  once  deprived  of  her,  she  would  then  appear  much  more  ynluable  than  she  now 
appears.  We  also  see  her,  standing  as  it  were  tiptoe  on  the  highest  bough  ready  for 
flight.  Why  is  she  departing  1  What  is  it  that  disturbs  her  repose  1  Soreljr  some  foul 
monster  of  hideous  shape,  and  hateful  kind,  opposite  in  its  nature  to  hers,  with  all  its 
frightful  appearances  and  properties,  iron  liands  and  leaden  feet,  formed  to  gripe  and 
cnwh,  hath  intruded  itself  into  her  peaceful  habitation  and  ejected  her.  Surely  this 
roust  be  the  case,  for  wo  know  oppositions  cannot  dwell  together.  Is  it  not  time,  high 
time  to  search  for  this  Achan  1  this  disturber  of  Israel  1  High  time,  I  say,  to  examine 
for  the  cause  of  those  dark  and  gloomy  appearances  that  cast  a  shade  over  our  glory. 
And  is  not  this  it?  Are  we  not  guilty  of  the  same  crime  we  impute  to  others  1  Of 
the  same  facts  that  wo  say  are  unjust,  cruel,  arbitrary,  despotic,  and  without  law,  in 
others  1  Paul  argued  in  this  manner : — "  Thou  therefore  that  teachcst  another,  teach- 
est  thou  not  thyself  1  Thou  that  prenchest  a  man  should  not  steal,  dost  thou  steal  1 
Thou  that  makcst  thy  boost  of  the  law,  throngh  breaking  the  law,  dishonorcst  thou 
God  ?  "  And  may  we  not  use  the  same  mode  of  argument  and  say — We  that  declare 
(and  that  with  much  warmth  and  zeal)  it  is  unjust,  cruel,  barbarous,  unconstitutional, 
and  without  law,  to  enslave,  do  we  enslave  ? — Yes,  vcniy  wo  do  ?  A  Hack  cloud  witnesi' 
dh  nffainst  us  and  our  own  mouihs  condemn  tis  !  How  preposterous  our  conduct  1  How 
vain  and  hypocritical  our  pretences  1  Can  we  expect  to  be  free,  so  long  as  we  are  de- 
termined to  enslave  ?  HonbstV. 

Unclor  tho  influence  of  this  new  phase  of  public  opinion  and  individual 
responsibility,  several  persons  voluntarily  liberated  their  slaves  and  made 
them  some  compensation  for  former  services. 

**I)cr.  1774.  Mr.  Samuel  Gager,  of  Norwich,  from  a  conscientions  regard  to  justice, 
has  lately  liberated  three  faithful  slaves,  and  as  a  compensation  for  their  services,  leased 
them  a  very  valuable  farm  on  very  moderate  terms.  Mr.  Jonathan  Avery  also  eman- 
cipated an  able  industrious  negro  man,  from  tho  same  noble  principle." 

An  net  of  the  Lcgislnttiro,  prescribing  the  rules  and  regulations  under 
which  emancipation  should  lake  place,  was  passed  in  1777,  and  several 

*  Perkins'  Genealogy,  Hist.  &  Gen.  Reg.,  14,  114. 


^ 
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fantoaeM  of  Ubaratian  in  •cnwdknce  wiUi  ttie  provisions  of  lliij  Ktalute* 
M«  oo  noord  at  Norwich, — mdi  us: 

"UBmij  ghM  bj  the  Satact  imb  to  Jubro  Iluotinelon  Eiq.  to  omancipato  a  negro 
mm  BWMd  Qwf,  Oct.  S,  ITSO." 

"XJlMrtr  to  CM.  Joihu  Hnti^toa  to  Mu^ptfa  hW  atfra  MciM^  BcM^  Jnt 
M,  ITBl." 

Jn  17U,  th«  Stale  paMed  an  act  fbr  th«  gradual  abolitMii  of  litrvji 
dedaiing  all  bom  after  that  period  free  at  twentj^To  jean  of  age,  and 
alknriDg  marters  to  emancipate  aD  between  twen^-fire  aod  Bartj-Hw*. 

la  1800,  fortj-aeven  thm  remained  in  the  State.  Biit  in  the  jtu 
1648,  slaTerf  had  entirelj  diaappeared,  and  wai  declared  bj  dte  Tru^ria- 
tare  e^not  and  forever  abolished. 

But  whether  ilaTes  or  freemen,  the  African!  of  Norwid  have  ahri^ 
been  tnated  with  f(»-bearance  and  lenit)'.  Tbej  hare  be«t  partienlaify 
faidiilged  in  th«r  aiuual  elections  and  trainings.  In  fimner  timei^  the 
oeremony  of  a  mock  electkm  of  a  nt^iro  governor,  oreated  no  little  exoita> 
ment  In  thdr  ranks.  The  serrants  fmr  the  time  being  assumed  therdative 
itnk  and  condition,  of  their  masters,  and  were  aUowed  to  nse  the  henna 
and  manj  of  the  militai7  tr^pings  of  their  owneit.  Frorisioos,  deeor»- 
tkm^  fhiiti  and  liquors  were  liberallj  surrendered  to  them.  Great  aleo- 
'  tkneering  prevailed,  parties  often  ran  high,  stamp  liarangues  were  made, 
and  a  vast  deal  at  oeremonj  expended  in  counting  the  votes,  proclaiming 
the  remit,  and  indncting  the  candidate  Into  t^loe,— the  whole  too  often 
terminating  In  a  drunken  frolic,  if  not  a  flglit. 

A  yerjr  decent  gravo-stonc  in  the  public  buriol-gniuni]  beara  this  inscrip- 
tion: 

"  In  memary  of  Botloa  Trawtiow,  Oovornor  of  tho  Afiicsn  tribo  Id  tbii  town,  wbo 
diad  1T7S,  agea  66." 

Afler  tho  deall)  of  this  person,  •Sim  Hun'ton  was  annually  elected  (o 
this  mock  dignit}'  for  a  mucti  greater  number  of  years  tlion  his  lionomble 
namesake  end  master,  Samuel  Hnnlinglon,  Esq.,  fillud  the  gubernatorial 
chair.     It  was  amusing  to  sec  this  itliain  digLiiiory  uAer  Lia  election,  riding 

e  Cspt.  Willisin  Biowna,  &  noted  loyalist  of  Salotn,  Mass.,  connected  with  clio  Win- 
ihiop  fsmily  of  Mew  London,  wu  tho  proprietor  of  a  large  tnut  of  luiil  lying  louth  of 
ColdwUer,  which  formed  almoit  a  p&riih  of  iuelf,  and  was  called  b;  tbc  owoor  New 
Sslem.  It  ii  now  in  the  town  of  Salem,  Ct.  A  portion  uf  it  under  caliivBtion  had 
been  IcMcd  for  a  term  of  yaan,  with  nina  ilarei  a*  loburors  upon  ii.  When  thii  land 
wai  GonlUcutod  iu  1779,  on  accoant  of  tlio  torjism  of  the  propriotor,  tho  iilavoi  petl- 
donod  tliu  LcgiiUluro,  throngli  Deiijamin  Huntington,  (lio  ml  in  in  intra  tor  on  ixiniUcated 
ciUIM,  for  their  liberty.  The  petition  waa  not  Biaiiled,  but  Ihn  alavcs  hul  the  benefit 
of  the  new  lawi  regulating  emancipation,  and  it  ii  snppoteil  that  ilioy  were  all  Mt  ftee 
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throogh  the  town  on  one  of  his  master's  horses,  adorned  with  plaited  gear, 
his  aids  on  each  side,  a  la  miUtaire^  himself  pufBng  and  swelling  with  pomr 
podtj,  sitting  bolt  upright,  and  moving  with  a  slow,  majestic  pace,  as  if 
the  universe  was  looking  on.  When  he  mounted  or  dismounted,  his  aids 
flew  to  his  assistance,  holding  his  bridle,  putting  his  feet  into  the  stirrup, 
and  bowing  to  the  ground  before  him.  The  Great  Mogul,  in  a  triumphal 
procession,  never  assumed  an  air  of  more  perfect  self-importance  than  the 
negro  Governor  at  such  a  time. 

We  must  not  leave  this  subject  without  recording  the  name  of  Leh  Qujff 
a  native  of  Africa,  and  a  trusty  continental  soldier.  He  served  during 
three  years  of  the  war,  and  was  one  of  the  town's  quota  in  1780  and 
1781. 


AmusemenU,  Elections,  training-dnjs  and  thanksgivings  were  the  cus- 
tomary holidays  of  New  England ;  and  at  tlieso  times  various  athletic 
exercises  gave  vent  to. the  restless  spirits  of  an  active  and  energetic  race. 
The  sports  of  men  and  boys  were  of  a  boisterous  character.  Shooting  at 
marks,  horse-racing,  wrestling,  running,  leaping,  ball-playing,  were  favorite 
amusements. 

The  annual  Thanksgiving  was  a  day  of  great  hilarity,  although  its  time- 
honored  essential  characteristic  was  a  sermon.  A  peculiar  adjunct  of  this 
festival  in  Norwich  was  a  barrel  bonfire,  A  lofly  pole  was  erected,  around 
which  a  pyramid  of  old  barrels  was  arranged, — large  at  the  platform,  but 
a  single  ban-el  well  tarred  forming  the  apex.  The  burning  of  this  pile 
constituted  the  revelry  or  triumphant  part  of  the  entertainment,  and  was 
considered  by  the  young  as  indispensable  to  a  finished  Thanksgiving. 
When  built  upon  the  plain,  the  whole  valley  was  lighted  up  by  the  blaze, 
like  a  regnl  saloon :  and  when  upon  a  height,  the  column  of  flame  sent 
forth  a  flood  of  light  over  woods  and  voles,  houses  and  streams  below, 
producing  a  truly  picturesque  effect. 

No  jovial  excursions  during  the  year  were  so  common  as  sleighing  par- 
ties. The  snow-sciison  was  expected  to  bring  with  it  leisure  and  merri- 
ment. The  sleighs  were  broad  and  roomy,  with  straight,  perpendicular 
sides,  and  a  sharp  |)oint ;  the  driver  usually  standing  erect.  Plaid  wool- 
len coverlids  performed  the  part  of  buffalo-robes.  The  place  of  enter- 
tainment was  from  five  to  fiflecn  miles  from  home ;  several  sleighs  were 
oden  near  together  on  the  road ;  passing  each  other,  exchanging  shouts, 
and  light  hilarious  greetings,  or  perchance  bandying  snow-balls  as  they 
passed. 

In  ante-revolutionary  limes,  the  half-way  houses  between  Norwich  and 
New  London, — llaymond*s,  Bradford's,  IIaughton*s, — were  oflen  the  ter- 
minus of  these  excursions.    In  later  days  the  Hyde  tavern  in  Franklin 


88a  aitToxT  or  nobvioh. 

wat  4  ehoMB'  nM»l|  ind  tfajmai  ware  made  anil  aung  in  lionor  of  !tt  J 

"WkatplNMniiKiMlMll    My  fancy  ilociaes, 
A  pnqr  Niatt  Hid  » iWKli-riamo  t  If  ila'a." 

TImh  p—timw  wen  joyoiu,  and  often  noby  and  diddng,  but  seldom  I 
OOHTC  or  mde.    Oar  New  Bnglend  towu  hare  lutd  do  nwHy  pcrioil ;  no  ' 
waA  booriib,  half-teilwrio  Maaoa  u  Ii  elnuMt  a  necewitj  to  iha  cmignmto 
wbo  puh  into  the  Araett  of  the  fiv  West,  wd  begin  life  u  hutitui'^  and 

la  Konrioh  thetis  wh  pertiapt  m  tendentgr  to  the  otbn  exti-eme, — an 
e^earean  &atj  nToring  of  th^  Kngilah  ancestrj.  FriTalc  imvi'wa  on  a 
boipiuble  scale  were  freqaent,  and  refereheea  liave  been  found  to  fr^M- 
nppen  and  lurUt-eiUtrtaitmutUt  where  fHenda  and  neighb<as  were  aplen* 
didlj  regaled  a  hondred  years  aga* 

Veddbg  featiTities  were  UBoallf  oontlnned  thro»gh  the  day  and  er^ 
liing,  and  not  nnfteqaenttf  proioaged  for  two  or  three  daTB.  A  newe* 
pi^Mr  has  prMerred  the  stBtiatics  of  one  of  theae  hymeneal  enterli^D* 
menla,  and  though  the  scene  waa  not  at  Norwich,  it  was  so  near  that  we 
may  be  qnlte  sure  many  of  its  apper  olasi  of  fashion  and  diatinetko  par* 
tfdptfed  Id  ibe  festivaL 

■■^  A  gtwt  wedAv  daaM  took  pUn  *t  Ntw  Londcm  U  tba  bosM  of  Mathaaial  Staw 
Km].  Jane  IS,  ITri,  tbs  dky  atler  th«  nMirisipiof  liii  ion  Dwild  SbKW  mhI  Qran  Coitj 
99  gonttammi  mmI  IwUm  UMadcil,  and  d>iiccU  03  jl)[i.  as  coiitrii-iliin(.iJ*,  4S  niinuots 
and  IT  luHm-plpM,  and  ntinid  nt  ii  minuiM  put  inlJiil|{Iit." 

In  that  middle  period  between  the  strict  Puritan  times  and  llie  Rcvolu- 
tion,  dtincing  was  a  common  diversion  of  young  people.  Balla  and  mid- 
night revels  were  interdicled ;  bul  neighborly  doiicca,  either  wilh  or  with- 
out a  fiddler,  often  a  part  of  the  company  singing  for  the  olhors  lo  dance, 
— contra-dances,  reels,  or  jigs,  improvised  on  some  oak  floor  in  kilchun  or 
ball, — ending  in  a  treat  of  nuta,  apples,  and  cider, — tlieso  wei'e  ullowabla 
.  pastimes  for  the  winter  evenings. 

Dancing  also  lo  a  greater  extent  and  with  more  elaborate  di^<[)lay  was 
pemttted,  as  we  have  seen,  at  weddings  and  thanksgivings,  doubtless  also 
at  other  large  and  ceremonious  entertainments,  but  without  the  objection- 
able accompaniment,  except  in  very  rnru  instances,  of  lute  lioui's. 

Jn  ortftiMfion  iotf,  strange  aa  it  may  sound,  was  allowed  in  some  places 
ai  a  finale  to  tlie  feslirities  on  the  occasion  of  settling  a  ministrr;  but 
tbere  is  no  proof  that  this  enormity  was  ever  peipetrated  in  Nunvlc-h. 

*  An  tdrertlMment  of  s  brown  camlet  hding-hood  lost  U  a  lurtlt  tnttitaimiini  tt 
JSt.  Uuihetr  Lefflagiroll'i,  appean  in  tlie  Norwich  Packet,  Auguit,  1779. 
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At  the  period  immediately  preceding  the  Revolution,  social  intercourse 
was  on  the  most  easy  and  delightful  footing,  in  both  divisions  of  the  town. 
Visits  were  frequent,  long,  and  familiar.  The  customs,  in  some  respects, 
were  the  reverse  of  the  present  The  visit  was  made,  and  the  visitors 
returned  home  by  daylight  Instead  of  the  lady  giving  out  invitations  to 
her  guests,  tlie  guests  sent  word  to  the  lady,  (all  the  neighborhood  joining 
together  on  such  occasions,)  that  they  would  come  and  spend  the  afler- 
noon  with  her. 


Fcuhiwu.  Tlic  dress  of  that  middle  period  can  not  be  eulogized  for  its 
simplicity  or  economy.  The  wardrobe  of  the  higher  circles  was  rich  and 
extravagant,  and  among  the  females  of  all  classes  there  was  a  passion  for 
gathering  and  hoarding  articles  of  attire  beyond  what  was  necessary  for 
present  use,  or  even  for  years  ahead.  It  was  an  object  of  ambition  to 
have  a  chest  full  of  linen,  a  pillow-bier  of  stockings,  and  other  articles  in 
proportion  laid  by. 

In  this  connection  we  present  a  schedule  of  the  wardrobe  of  ""Widow 
Elizabeth  White  of  Norwich,"  as  contained  in  the  inventory  of  her  efiectSi 
taken  Aug.  16,  1757.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Bliss,  and  relict  of 
Daniel  White  of  Mlddletown.  After  the  death  of  her  husband  in  1726 
she  returned  to  Norwich,  and  there  died,  July  2,  1757,  aged  71.  The 
items  of  jewelry,  plate  and  apparel  were  circumstantially  enumerated,  but 
we  give  them  in  an  abridged  form. 

She  had  gowns  of  brown  duroy,  striped  stuff,  plaid  stuff,  black  silk 
crape,  calico,  and  blue  camlet ;  a  scarlet  cloak,  blue  cloak,  satin-flowered 
mnntlc,  and  furbelow  scarf ;  a  woollen  petticoat  with  calico  border ;  a 
camlet  riding-hood,  long  silk  hood,  velvet  hood,  white  hoods  trimmed  with 
lace,  a  silk  bonnet,  and  19  caps;  a  cambrick  laced  handkerchief,  silk  do., 
linen  do.,  1 G  handkerchiefs  in  all ;  a  muslin  laced  apron,  flowered  lacei 
apron,  green  taffcty  apron,  14  aprons  in  all ;  a  silver  ribband,  silver  girdle 
and  blue  girdle ;  4  pieces  of  flowered  satin ;  a  parcel  of  crewel ;  a  women's 
fan: 

Turkey-worked  chairs : 

A  gold  necklace ;  death's  head  gold  ring ;  plain  gold  ring ;  sett  of  gold 
sleeve-buttons ;  gold  locket ;  silver  hair  peg ;  silver  cloak  clasps  ;  a  stone 
button  f»ct  in  silver: 

A  large  silver  tankard ;  a  silver  cup  with  two  handles,  do.  vrith  one 
handle,  and  a  large  silver  spoon.  ^ 

At  the  period  of  this  inventory  there  was  still  a  certain  homeliness  and 
frugality  apparent,  even  in  the  fashionable  attire  of  the  day.  But  in  the 
next  generation  richer  goods  were  imported  and  more  splendor  was  exhib- 
ited.   The  following  is  an  illustrative  instance: 


m 

TkadnihMnafC 

<l  Am  ^w  flf  IwilMW  or  Mew  jonb  ••  *Ui  flwif  ili  iiir^i  ^> 
■  fenvfi^MfcoolhiBiMlaa.  rftaMy  wfcokapt  Ae  iiinliltiliiiii  I  wwrf 
Ui^  MMid  itadli^  nd  Mb  k  a  pate  tf  tAI^  tar  p^ik  a*n  M> 
MiipMf ,  tiwt  iMr  MMMn  ad^  te  ftnaa  Meoribg  to  Ab  innBil 
aojMof  piiWlHiM  Miaihpwtto.  Of  «mm  Oa  mrdnibs  pi^ni  *r 
«h>yai^ligwwM«fahh«riMMaf  iiiiimt  ■addhg^.  OmoT 
Ae  dM^tai^  iriM  kad  ban  nnlbllr  fttad  («t  «lft  tw«h«  A  |nn% 
hadbanbatadboft  ttaa  in  BoHoa^iriMB  berfaaMebatovtolvto  bar 
panoli,  veqaartiag  Aal  aaolber  area  AouU  be  ftoeand  fer  bar,  aada  flf 
m  omnia  ridi  flMe  ^A  bad  raeaBOr  becBbaparte^faordar  Oaftbar 
.  ifpaamiee  in  aoaie^  idgbt  ba  aq^  to  bar  lauL  A  Mrtaanth  laba  rf 
jOk  ar  the  reqdrito  pattern  vaa  Oerefaa  tiwedtatrty  imoored  a^  Ai^ 


Bdbia  fee  BarolBaoiv  w*ff  1^1  aod  eailad^Ar  ijlatgjMw  aad  cBmt 
,ABdtoiia^iAitoaadpowdaced,nd  doaka orroqnelana, and bodlae  er 
bom  of  ribboo  at  the  knaea  aad  fai  Oa  aboe%  won  won  bf  gtadBBaa. 
~  %  bcya  ware  oftaa  amqwd  fa  oocfcad  bat%  ■aaH  dothei^  aad 


■j ,  -Oa  eegemcBlooe  oBBarfona,  If  wiga  ware  not  won,  g 
ibab  en^ed,  eailed  end  powdered  by  bariwca.  AftUldteaiirfaBUaaMB 
.<paa  nuattr  Biada  of  dik,  with  triBi^iip  of  gold  aad  dbar  lae^  Iha  WBii(> 
eoat  oAaa  lidilf  eodMJoidered. 

I«dlea  wore  tnUaa  to  thdr  gowna,  often  qalle  kmft  and  when  die/ 

walked  oat  thej  threw  the  end  over  the  rig^t  ann.    The  foot,  when  ptop- 

■erij  droMd,  diapkyed  a  lilk  ilocking,  a  sharp-toed  slipper,  oflea  made  of 

embroidered  utin,  and  with  a  high  heel. 

At  one  period,  sharplj-gored  gowna  and  cumbrons  hoops  were  fa 


CuBhions  staffed  with  wool  and  covered  with  silk  were  used  in  dressing 
the  head,  the  hair  being  neatly  combed  over  the  cnshion-f  This  mode  of 
dreesing  the  hair  made  a  coluah  noccssoiy  instead  of  a  bonnet.  This  was 
Urgfi  and  wide,  a  rnst  receptacle  for  wind,  and  an  awkward  article  of 

.    •  AftflcwKidi  Mn.  C!ol.  CbMter  of  WothgnBold,  and  Hn.  Dr.  Strong  of  Hocwfeh ; 
As  kaatf  bom  la  ITST,  ths  buiir  la  iTeo. 
t  A  rhfmeitN  of  ihs  d>j,  dMctibtng  hit  tnugioar;  love  u  a  lady  of  fHhioo,  M|(: 
I  mean  ihs  *hoa1d  w«u 
A  cnpe  CDitJon  fbt  hair, 
I  iriih  ihc  might  ipell 
And  read  prettj  well. 
That  mr  billet  ihe  may  not  mtitaks : 
And  the  *kla  of  my  dear 
Beat  nanolh  and  as  dear 
As  dialk-eatliig  can  devcf  I7  nuke. 
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attire,  but  often  shrouding  a  health-beaming  face  in  its  depth,  needing  no 
other  ornament  than  its  own  good-humored  smile.* 

Women  of  mature  ago  wore  close  linen  caps.  Parasols  and  umbrellas 
were  unknown  or  of  rare  occurrence,  but  a  fan  nearly  a  foot  and  a  half 
in  length,  and  spreading  like  the  train  of  a  peacock,  was  often  carried  to 
keep  off  the  sim,  as  well  as  to  vivify  the  air. 

At  one  period,  feathers  were  much  worn  upon  the  head,  surmounting  a 
high  turban  of  gauze  or  muslin  raised  on  wire  and  adorned  also  with  rib- 
bons. The  wits  of  Norwich  called  these  young  fashionists  ''the  feathered 
race,"  and  accused  them  of  having  their  heads  ''martialised  and  cocka- 
tooned." 

A  lady  in  full  dress  for  great  occasions  displayed  a  rich  brocade  with 
open  skirt  and  trail ;  front  skirt  trimmed,  an  embroidered  stomacher  and 
full  ruffles  at  the  elbows.  Hoods  and  scarfs  were  of  silk.  No  sumptuary 
laws  restrained  the  feminine  taste  for  rich  attire  in  this  colony. 

Tlie  satirists  of  the  day  decried  the  prevailing  extravagance  in  dress, 
just  as  they  do  at  present  They  adverted  to  the  costly  cloaks,  the  silk 
gowns,  the  powder-puffs  and  cardinals,  the  silk  stockings  and  other  expen- 
sive feet-trappings,  and  exclaimed, — Great  is  the  prodigality  of  the  times  I 
They  recalled  the  days  of  greater  simplicity,  when  instead  of  the  rich 
cloth  roquelaur,  even  the  magistrate  and  the  colonel  were  satisfied  with  a 
cloak  of  brown  camlet,  lined  with  green  baize,  and  the  greatest  lady  in 
the  land  had  her  riding-hood  also  of  camlet 

As  the  great  struggle  for  liberty  gradually  overshadowed  the  land,  and 
the  sacrifices  necessary  to  consummate  the  revolution  began  to  be  appre- 
ciated, a  decided  change  took  place  in  regard  to  dress,  amusements,  and 
display.  Women  diacanlcd  all  imported  ornaments,  and  arrayed  them-  , 
selves  wholly  in  domestic  goods.  Fine  wool  and  choice  flax  were  in 
higher  estimation  than  silks  and  laces,  and  the  hearts  of  patriots  as  well 
as  the  laudations  of  the  poet  were  given  to  beauty  in  homespun  garments. 

Gentlemen  also  that  had  been  accustomed  to  appear  in  society  in  the 
daintiest  costumo,  following  tlie  example  first  set  by  the  women,  discarded 
their  shining  stocks,  their  cambric  rufiles,  silk  stockings,  silver  buckles,  and 
other  articles  of  foreign  production,  and  went  back  to  leather  shoe-stringSy 
checked  handkerchiefs,  and  brown  homespun  cloth.  ' 

*  In  a  Norwich  paper  of  1780,  the  Calash  and  Cnshton  are  thus  oorertly  ridlcnled: 

Hail,  prcat  Calash  I  o'crwhelming  Teil, 

Dj  all-indutgcnt  hearen, 
To  sallow  njmphs  and  maidens  stale, 

Tn  sportive  kindness  giren. 

Safe  hid  beneath  thj  circling  sphere, 

Unseen  bj  mortal  ejes, 
The  mingled  heap  of  oil  and  hair 

And  wool  and  powder  Um. 


OHAPT^B  XXV. 
Knrmaia.    Bar.  Dk.  Xaid.    Bit.  Db.  Bmtam. 

Dr.  Lo)Ui  pnad^ed  his  balf^entiiTy  Bennon  Nor.  S9, 1767,  from  SI 
Pet«r,  1 ;  1S-1((.  Ho  wu  then  BCTenty-fbur  yean  i^  ■ge,  u>d  in  firm 
hodth  And  itnogth.  In  the  fiftj-fbarth  jreir  (^  hti  niiiisbrr,  he  had 
began  to  erpmat  a  wiah  that  a  eoUeagne  ahould  be  pronded  for  hun,  and 
t)iii,reqi»it  being  ppw  reiterated,  Mr.  Joseph  How  wu  procurod  at  an 
HVilUnt.  Mr.  "Qom  was  then  a  tutor  in  Tale  College,  l^t  a  lleenaed 
pn^ttr,  and  powe»od  fif  very  ple«^ng  oralorical  powers.  Ha  occupied 
^»e,ptilplt  j^temat^j  with  Dr.  Lord  during  a  portion  of  that  jear  and  the 
IK^  ,^.M^7i  1779,  Vr.  How  accepted  an  inritatimi  to  settle  as  pastor 
sf  ,(li.9  SPiPtfi  Chnr^  In  ^oslop,  and  Dr.  Loid  was  left  willioat  anj  mgn- * 
Iffj^NdstaiM  unlU  nei(r  the  dme  at  1777,  when  a  new  eSi»t  was  made^ 
ind  Ur.  Joseph  Strong  procnred  to  act  as  oolleogne.* 

Op.  ti\a  dxtf-flrft  anniversuy  of  bii  ordinatkui,  he  deUrored  ■  scGoad 
retrotpeiptlTO  diseoune,  which  was  printed  and  oiilitlcd : 

"ThaAsodMiniklor'iSolMnn  Appeal  to  Ood  uid  icriau*  aJdr«u  to  bii  peoplo." 

In  1781,  he  fayored  the  congregalion  with  a  sixty-fourth  annivcraiuy 
lermon,  but  it  wfia  not  published.  Af^r  tliis  period,  inRnnity  chiuc  fust 
ipon  him.  In  his  eijjUt^-eeventb  year  his  eye-aiglit  failed  liim,  and  he 
ireached  ever  aflcrworijs  extemporaneously.  He  however  continued  to 
vrite  his  discourses,  Iceepbg  bis  place  upon  the  paper  with  hia  left  liand, 
ind  though  the  lines  could  not  be  very  straight,  and  tlie  words  frequently 
:an  over  each  other,  his  grand-daughler  Carolioe  used  to  study  it  out,  and 
hen  read  it  over  slowly  and  repeatedly  to  liim,  uutil  it  was  sufGeientlj 
niprint«d  on  his  memory  to  enable  bim  to  deliver  it  wilb  fluency  from  the 
>ulpit.  It  was  observed  by  his  people  that  the  sermons  thus  preached 
were  some  of  his  best;  for  generally  Mr.  Lord's  style  was  diffuse  and 
umewh&t  reduplicative,  but  the  ditHcuIty  of  writing  when  lie  tiud  become 
>Iind  led  him  to  think  longer  and  to  condense  his  tbougtits  into  as  few 
Tords  as  possible.     His  reasoning  powers  were  even  at  tliis  age  very  little 

*  Among  ths  dlibarMmenti  of  the  (odeij  li  £a  pdd  Ur.  Rnuell  Uubtmid  for  (he 
xpense  of  his  Jonnie;  iip  amtUrf  to  sm  Mr.  Strong. 


HI8T0BT    OF    NORWICH.  887 

impairedi  and  to  use  tho  langnage  of  one  of  hifl  most  intimate  friends^ 
^his  meekness,  humilltj,  philanthropy  and  heavenlj-mindedness  were 
apparently  increased,  and  he  seemed  to 

'  Stand  with  his  starrj  pioions  on, 
Dttai  for  the  flight,  and  ready  to  be  gone.'  "* 

He  resumed  his  pastoral  labors,  at  intervals,  and  being  assisted  up  the 
pulpit  stairs,  graced  the  public  worship,  with  his  venerable  presence,  by 
the  side  of  his  young  associate,  almost  without  interruption  until  his  death, 
whidi  took  place  March  31,  1784,  almost  sixty-seven  years  afler  his  ordi- 
nation. He  was  in  the  ninetieth  year  of  his  age  A  contemporary  notice 
of  his  death  observes  that  his  last  appearance  in  tho  sacred  desk  '^was  on 
the  Thanksgiving  subsequent  to  the  restoration  of  peace  to  America,-— 
seemingly  by  a  special  Providence  gratified  in  living  to  such  a  memorable 
period,  which  he  had  odcn  expressed  his  wish  to  see.^ 

Dr.  Lord  was  a  small  man,  and  in  his  latter  days  stooped  much,  yet  his 
appearance  was  pleasing  and  interesting.     He  had  a  vivid  blue  eye,  keea 
yet  alluring,  and  a  slow,  impressive  manner  of  speaking.    His  dtess  war- 
neat    He  wore  a  white  wig,  and  showed  conspicuous  silver  buckles  at  his^ 
knees  and  in  his  shoes. 

Though  ho  lived  to  old  nge,  his  constitution  was  far  from  robust,  and  ia:. 
his  early  years  he  was  subject  to  pain  and  disease.    Age,  therefbre,  per-- 
sonified  in  him,  looked  still  more  aged,  and  no  one  could  approach  him: 
without  being  struck  with  the  reverend  antiquity  of  his  appearance.     His 
intercourse  with  his  people  was  like  that  of  an  afibctionate  father  in  his 
family.     "I  have  lived  (said  he)  in  their  hearts,  and  they  in  mine." 

In  addition  to  a  sickly  frame,  he  had  almost  continual  sickness  in  his 
fmnily.  Ills  first  wife,  Ann,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Taylor  of 
WeslfieUl,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1720,  was  confined  to  the  bed  six- 
teen years,  and  eight  years  of  that  time  was  incapable  of  feeding  herself  ;- 
but  these  dispensations  were  all  sanctified  to  this  good  man.f  He  found 
time  to  perform  well  all  the  regular  duties  of  his  office,  and  in  the  course' 
of  his  life  published  eighteen  pamphlets,  mostly  single  sermons,  delivered 
on  special  occ4isions.|  One  was  an  election  sermon,  1751;  two  were 
anniversary,  three  funeral,  and  four  ordination  sermons.  The  others 
were  on  various  subjects. 

^  Funeral  Sermon  by  Rev.  James  Cogswell  of  Windham. 

t  Not  tho  clniightcr  of  Mr.  Taylor's  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Fitch,  to  whom  the  ZXwt 
loTO-leitcr  was  sent,  but  of  Mr.  Taylor's  second  wife,  Ruth  Wyllis  of  Hartford.  It  it- 
inscribed  on  Mra.  Lord's  grave-stone,  that  she  died  after  an  illness  of  sixteen  years, 
July  5,  1748,  in  tho  52d  year  of  her  age.  Dr.  Lord's  second  wifo  was  Elizabeth,  relict 
of  Ilcnry  Tiftdulo  of  Newport,  R.  I.  Tho  third,  Abigail.  Hooker  of  Hartford.  Hit 
children  were  all  by  tho  first  wifo. 

t  See  Sprnguo's  Am.  Pulpit,  Vol.  1,  299. 
22 
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Dr.  Loid  iMid  mm*  pMoUttUei,  pwlniw  mm,  distinclivu  of  the  minia*  1 
Mn  of  ttmt  ags  Oma  tit  Um  m  n  bfirUMd.  Uis  Gnt  pmyer  nt  mom-  I 
tag  HiTiea  on  th«  Sibbilh  oconpled  tbefbOniikof  ilio  ]iou:^gIn9d  at  ik\ 
lUt.  H«fi)l]owedinhiipn7enaepriB«ipd«TantBtiMtbaitnM|A«i 
Inhkiwrfilt  dnriag  the  iit»\t  ifciiflu,  mcMtalt,  Honnij  anil  ■arwHi 
to  all  pobUe  OTcnto  of  iaapoMnM.  Ja  war  time  hb  ■qfUnrtiaHMl 
UuiAiflT&igt  wwe  N  porttwihr  ud  qpocUa  ■«  to  giro  tbo  ooapapriliB 
tte.  bMt  InftqiMtkn  lfa«t  liM  been  noaind  of  the  pngmo  of  1M1& 
KptM  WW*  Hot  op  to  &e  po^  not  oolf  fai  aaeo  of  Matm  ami  ted^ 
bnt  I7  pMMU  depntlag  oa  »  jountj  or  Tojaft^  opd  oho  on  nlmaia% 
from  tin  Nune.  Etoj  lUog  la  ibooe  (bj%  oiihar  pn^wtod  or  mhii^ 
plMiitfl.  aBBHH  to  baToboea  pn^fod  onr.* 

On  tho  18th  of  UmiA,  1778»  Ut.  Jooaph  8trai«  «w  orddnod  m  m^ 
laogna  poator  with  Dr.  Lord.  Tlio  andlm^  gatUrad  froai  aB  patii  (f 
tb|  OOQB^,  waa  nnexam^ed  In  point  tt  mmhera,  and  Iha  lerTlata  ««• 
mmuSif  aolema.  Dr,  Lord  wu  di^-fimr  7«aia  of  affi,  TWBraled  aal 
boloTod  I17  all,  hot  man  and  fti^  In  ai^eanniM^  whOa  hia  ooUMgoot  hi 
Of  ftill  ^ow  of  jranth  and  health,  largo  and  atooilr  bnlt^  alood  over  hi||i 
Bko  a  dwUerfog  oak.  Tba  aode^  oommittoe  were  a  atatelf  groop^  hoa^ 
.  orahlo  both  ftr  taleola  and  ^09.  Xt  oooilited  of  Deaoooa  EHsmm  Tk*^ 
.  and  KmOB  Hunttngton,  Q^itaia  Oiriitopbar  LetBogwd^  Dndlcgr  Wood* 
bridge)  Eaq.,  and  Samuel  Hnntingtoa,  Prcddent  of  the  FroThwU  Ooa- 
^  giwi  Otben  who  had  acted  on  tho  gmmittoe  wore  Joahoa  Lalhrop, 
'  nUah  BaAoi,  and  Dr.  EtUia  Tra^.  • 

Hr.  Strong  wai  lUo  son  of  tlio  Rov.  Nntlwn  Strong  of  Coventry.  Hy 
Ui  mother'*  side,  lio  was  diaccnOcd  froin  tlio  Williutiu  fuinily,  who  woro 
takm  captivoa  bj  llie  InJiana  at  DcerOcld,  in  llio  night  of  Fub.  28,  1704. 
The  general  circumatnncos  of  this  Irngody  aro  well  known.  Hie  tvro 
Utile  daogbtors  of  Mr.  WillinniB  who  went  into  captivity  with  lliair  fulher 
were  named  Eunice  and  Esther.  Tlie  former  was  never  redeemed,  but 
iMdng  adopted  into  tlio  family  of  a  cliief,  alio  become  utloclicd  to  the  Indian 
-manners  and  cuatopia,  refused  to  return  to  licr  relatives,  embraced  the 
Boman  Catholic  religion,  and  married  a  chief  named  Itoger  Toroso,  who 
resided  at  St.  Johns,  twenty  miles  from  Montreal.  Estlicr  was  ransomed 
and  returned  home  with  her  &ther.  She  married  the  Rev.  Mr.  Meachum 
of  Coventry,  and  one  of  her  daughters  became  the  wife  of  the  Bev. 
Ifallian  Strong,  who  was  ordained  pastor  of  a  Second  Congrcgaltonal 
Church  in  Coventry,  in  1745,  and  was  the  father  of  the  Rev.  Nathan 
Strong,  D.  D.,  of  Hartford,  and  the  Rev.  Joeeph  Strong,  D.  D.,  of  Nor- 
wid).    At  the  onlmation  of  the  latter,  the  sennon  was  preached  by  his 

•  It  b  Hid  that  a  petition  wai  onca  Mnt  np  to  the  pulpit  for  public  fmjtr  In  twbalf 
of  tt  mMa  gen*,  gang,  or  abenl  ta  go  oa  t  jovnuj  to  Boflon. 
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brother,  and  the  charge  giTen  by  hU  father.  The  text  was  from  Isaiah, 
52,  7.  **  How  beautiful,"  &c.  The  scene  was  deeply  affecting  and  im- 
pressive, particularly  when  the  speaker  turned  to  the  young  candidate  and 
said: 

"  My  dear  brother, — ^I  may  now  address  you  by  that  endearing  epithet  in  all  its 
senses.  We  reccircd  our  being,  under  God,  from  the  same  parents,  were  educated  by 
the  same  nurturing  kindness,  hare  professed  obedience  to  the  same  glorious  Father  in 
Heaven,  and  this  day  introduces  you  a  brother  laborer  in  the  Lord's  yineyard.  Very 
pleasant  hast  thon  been  unto  mo,  my  brother,  and  neror  was  my  pleasure  greater  hi 
beholding  thee,  tlian  on  tliis  day's  solemnities.  Long  may  your  feet  be  beantifnl  on 
these  mountains  of  Zion  I    The  God  of  hearon  bless  and  presenre  thee." 

Nor  was  the  emotion  of  the  audience  less  intense,  when  the  father  of 
the  candidate,  in  solemn  and  affecting  terms,  where  deep  feeling  contended 
with  ministerial  gravity,  invested  him  witli  the  priest's  ofHce,  and  address- 
ing him  as  a  dearly  beloved  son,  charged  him  to  take  heed  to  the  ministry 
which  ho  hnd  received,  and  to  serve  with  his  venerable  colleague  "as  a 
son  with  a  father,  as  a  Timothy  with  Paul,  the  aged." 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Strong*s  settlement,  there  were  two  seceding  con- 
gregations in  the  society,  considerably  numerous,  but  they  soon  became 
extinct,  and  an  uncommon  degree  of  peace  and  unanimity  existed  in  the 
society,  during  the  whole  of  his  prolonged  ministry. 

Dr.  Strong  in  person  was  above  the  middle  size  and  stature,  and  he  had 
a  calm  dignity  of  address  which  impressed  every  one  with  respecL  This 
dignity,  however,  was  blended  with  great  kindness  and  courtesy,  and  his 
manners,  far  from  inspiring  awe,  were  gentle  and  attractive.  In  his  latter 
years  especially,  it  was  delightful  to  listen  to  his  conversation,  flowing  as 
it  did  in  an  easy,  graceful  stream,  enlivened  with  anecdotes  and  enriched 
with  sketches  of  character,  curious  incidents,  and  all  the  varied  stores  col- 
lected by  an  observant  mind  through  long  years  of  experience. 

In  the  pulpit  he  was  remarkable  for  the  fluency  and  impressive  solem- 
nity of  his  prayers.  The  deep  tones  of  his  voice,  combined  with  Uie 
devout  humility  of  his  address  and  the  free  flow  of  adoration  and  praise 
with  which  he  approached  the  Father  of  spirits,  would  hush  an  audience 
into  deep  attention,  and  wad  them,  as  it  were,  into  the  immediate  presence 
of  tlie  Most  High.  His  sermons  were  short,  and  copiously  illustrated  with 
quotations  from  Scripture,  but  wanting  perhaps  in  vigorous  argument. 
All  his  ministrations,  in  fact,  were  of  a  soothing  and  serene  nature,  not 
penetrating  and  awakening. 
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FouBTH  ICnmKHHouBi. 
_  lUi  «dIfloa  WM  N  long  nnflnlibed,  HteeUng  with  bo  many  obslrucliou^ 
in  ill  aaemt  ftom  the  fiwsdatioii  to  the  beUVj,  that  it  ia  diirit:ii1t  to  date  iti  J 
'beginniiig.    lu  hiitoiT  in  brief  woold  be — voted  for  in  1748,  begun  ii 
1758,  oompleted  aboat  1770,  eonnmed  to  asbea  hi  1801. 

The  dte  was  at  the  oomer  of  the  Green,  nodor  ihe  rocks  where  the  J 
pMani  dundi  itaitdi.    ^le  following  vote  ieems  to  indicate  the  c 
when  tbii  ^a  waa  aaleoted  to  reoeiTe  the  new  atnieture : 

lOlbi^lTBS.    Totsd  AU  an  InotBibnMai  be  noMind  rrom  tl 
Ifaa  HaetiDf  Hodm  pUa  nndw  Um  ilU  of  ja  Omt  Bocfa  b;  ye  Town  ttraot,  that  1 
Mid  land  may  be  Am  Ibr  pnblie  QM. 

The  dearing  wai  effected,  and  tlie  atnet  left  open  frmn  tlie  giMO  to 
Ihe  prinling-oAlce.  This  wai  pnUio  land,  and  tlta  wall  of  granite  raae  tf 
grand  and  impo^g  bjr  the  aide  of  the  road,  with  ihnibi  and  ereapei 
lianging  over  and  jatthig  oot  i^  Ihe  crerieea,  and  with  no  diaflgnmllma 
of  man  around  the  baae,  except  poala  and  ahedi  fiir  the  eonTa^enee  at 
thoae  who  rode  to  meeting  on  Ihe  Salriiatli. 

Thb  iborth  meeting-hooie  ai  the  aoeletf  la  uiA  to  hare  baeo  »  aqnan 
bnilding,  with  a  front  porch  or  platfiirm. 

.  lBBoel»tr»MiBgNoT.S,lTTO. 

Toted  Uiat  a  1^  mlgbt  be  Bitaefaad  to  the  ftwtt  door  of  fle  ■»«<»■§  heaii.ttMll 
M^  U  mm  eonTMlontljr  kapt  dotad. 

The  interior  waa  fumialied  with  pews,  a  apace  in  front  of  Ihe  pnlpit 
excepted,  where  were  slips  for  aged  people  and  strangcTa.  Low  bendiea 
were  placed  in  the  aislea  for  children.  The  front  of  the  pulpit  dispUjed 
in  large  letters  the  sacred  motto  ^ 

HOLINESS   DECOMETII   QOD'S   HOUSK. 

On  the  Sabbath,  Ihe  deacon,  or  some  one  of  the  church  appointed  in 
his  place,  lined  the  psalm,  and  the  congregation  sung  in  tlieir  scats,  except 
a  few  leaders  that  stepped  out  in  front  of  tlie  pulpit  and  faced  the  audi- 
ence. When  choirs  were  first  introduced  into  the  Norwich  churchee, 
which  was  not  long  before  the  Revolution,  man^  of  the  older  people  were 
disturbed  at  the  innovation,  and  even  shocked  at  the  new  tnnes  adopted 
which,  being  sung  with  leas  quaver  and  drawl  than  formerly,  seemed  In 
them  destitute  of  unction  and  suited  onlj  to  the  dance  or  drum-beat. 

A  town  docic  was  purchased  in  174i!,  and  placed  in  the  belfry.  Watts' 
version  of  the  Psalms  was  introduced  into  the  service  in  1772,  and  at  the 


*  In  1790  tin  home  wm  npairod  and  painted  ai 


d  Ihia  mQlto  omilted,  wUch 
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•fter  that  tmn,  ;ei88.<M  p«r  •nimm.  TUi  wm  to  be  pn^orlloBed  l» 
whMt  ftt  6i.  par  btuhel  j  rje  »t  &«.  6dL;  lodlon  c«n  at  8i.j  poik  at  8|A 
per  Ib-i  and  the  beM  gnn-fed  beef  at  40i;  per  ewt.  To  tbw  Mlarjr  waa 
added  twenty  flre  cordi  of  wood  aontullj,  to  be  ddiverod  id  hia  door;  * 
Hw  legnlatioo  of  ^Icea,  in  tbeae  tinwa  of  flnctoaling  cnmnejr,  wai  a 
matter  of  no  nnall  perplexity.  For  the  flnt  pftTinent  of  Hr.  Strong 
Httlement,  he  received  £1200  in  biUi  of  credit,  u  an  equivalent  for  jEIOO. 
In  1779,  fSSOO  in  biUi  was  equal  to  £100 1  and  in  1780  he  racelTed  fiw 
hii  lahUT  £7900 — ^79  to  1 — being  then  the  pn^x>rtioa  between  ootttioental 
p^wr  and  silver  moiiej. 

Xxeiia  Motujf  and  Panonagt  Land.  Jl  grant  of  waatj  derived  6ou 
(he  Eixtiae  doty  was  mode  bj  the  Legulabire  to  Chelsea  Sod^  in  1784, 
to  assist  in  building  their  first  moetiog-honse.  This  waa  regarded  by  the 
First  Sode^  as  a  species  of  &voritism.  They  claimed  that  a  &ir  pr^ 
poitim  of  the  excise  tax  gathered  in  the  town  belonged  to  them,  and 
therafi>re  in  17B7,  and  again  in  1769,  they  memorialised  the  L^fdatma 
jbr  an  appropriation  of  a  snm  umllar  to  that  which  hod  been  awarded  to 
Chelsea  for  their  use.    This  was  not  granted. 

Chelsea  Society,  on  the  other  liond,  laid  claim  to  a  share  of  the  Parsosi- 
age  land  which  had  been  purchased  by  the  town  at  an  early  period  for  the 
IwQeflt  of  the  ministiy.  This  was  long  a  solyect  <^  dispute  and  lUlgation. 
^e  parsonage  land  included  the  site  of  the  old  bill-top  dinrch,  tlie  jafl^ 
and  the  whole  range  of  buildings  on  the  north-west  ude  of  tlio  Greon. 
Tlie  lessees  paid  a  Htnall  ground  rent  to  Ilia  society. 

In  1799,  tlieso  lands  were  niljudicalcd  to  the  Finit  Society,  and  the 
occupants  relinquished  their  claims,  ucccptiog  in  lieu  thereof,  lenses  fbr 
999  years,  at  a.  penny  per  acre,  if  demanded. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 
Bbidobs  jlkd  FiuBsnsts.  v. 

Norwich  being  Burroundcd  and  intersected  with  riven  and  brooU, 
and  pcculinrlj  exposed  to  accidents  and  injurj  from  heavy  rains  iwd 
spring  floods,  the  subject  of  bridges  becomes  unasually  prominent  in  her 
history.  Bridges  of  considerable  magnitude  over  the  Tantic,  at  the  west 
end  of  the  settlement,  and  near  the  plain,  must  have  been  coeval  with  the 
laying  out  of  the  town,  and  roads  could  not  have  been  opened  and  ren- 
dered safe  for  traveling  in  any  direction  without  spanning  a  multitude  of 
small  streams  with  some  kind  of  stone-work,  or  with  timber  and  planky 
and  tliese  perhaps  the  next  spring  flood  would  sweep  away.  Consequently 
the  work  of  building  and  repairing  bridges  was  always  beginning,  ever 
going  on,  and  never  completed. 

The  earlier  bridges  were  built  and  kept  in  order  by  the  inhabitants  as 
highway  work.  In  April,  1717,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  General 
Assembly  "  for  assistance  in  building  a  cart  bridge  over  Showtucket  at 
the  falls."  It  does  not  appear  that  any  assistance  was  granted  by  lottery 
or  otherwise,  and  it  is  probable  tliat  this  first  bridge  over  the  Shetucket 
was  built  ill  the  usual  way,  by  a  general  turn-out  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  site  of  this  bridge  was  just  above  the  place  where  the  Quinebaug 
and  Shetucket  unite.  It  connected  Norwich  proper  with  Newent  society,* 
in  the  crotch  of  the  rivers,  and  the  road  leading  from  it  over  Ox  hill  was 
the  path  by  which  the  early  inhabitants  of  Newent  came  on  the  Sabbath 
to  attend  religious  services  in  the  town-plot,  crossing  ih6  river,  before  the 
bridge  was  built,  on  a  scow  or  ferry-boat. 

A  bridge  has  been  maintained  at  this  place  or  near  it,  from  that  time  to 
Uio  present,  and  known  by  the  name  of  Lathrop's  bridge,  takibg  its  desig- 
nation from  the  nearest  prominent  resident  and  landholder. 

In  the  freshet  of  February,  1727,  four  of  th^  town  bridges  werd  swept 
away,  and  among  them  was  this  which  crossed  the  Shetucket 

The  rebuilding  of  this  bridge  in  1728  was  marked  by  a  mournful  casu- 
alty. It  was  the  28th  of  June.  A  large  party  of  the  inhabitants  had 
assembled  to  assist  in  raising  the  bridgef  which  was  20  feet  high  and 
about  250  feet  in  length.    Just  as  they  were  putting  together  the  u)[>per 
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woric, »  princ^  pieca  of  timber  which  hy  fai  tihe  fiwaJafai  af  Ihb  Bpp» 
wori^  bdng  i^toed,  gftT«  wnj  Mt  the  joint,  and  UUn^  trippaS  «p  A* 
d^aodent  fnme^  vlildi  witli  Iti  own  w«i{^  cuaeBed  and  orana^  brank  ■ 
ing  down  tb«  pillan  on  wluoh  it  mted.  Ona  fanndred  feet  of  tt«  M^ 
tbU,  iMt  {ot^  men  od  it.  Hie  water  wae  rttj  low,  and  tlia  pei^  wai* 
pcwdj^tatad  npoa  tlie  locka  in  all  dlroctiona.  No  one  eacaped  wiAoot 
bnilMa  and  eontnriont  t  tw«D^  were  scTerelj  wounded,  and  two  UHed. 
neae  two  ware  Jonathan  Gale  of  Ganlerbnry,  nineteen  yean  et  age,  tha 
oo^  eoD  of  a  widowed  mother,  wlio  waa  killed  inatandj^ — "a  TC17  hop» 
fU  yoatb,  the  darting  of  the  frmily," — and  Ur.  Daniel  Traoj',  iod  of 
TAboL  Tbomai  Ttmj,  and  one  ot  the  lait  mrriTon  of  the  old  ttodt  tint 
auM  from  Saybrocdc,  who  died  the  next  daj  of  liia  mortal  wounda. 

An  aoGonnt  of  tlua  calamity  wai  pnUiahed  In  a  imall  pamphlet,*  ii. 
wludi  the  writar  compared  the  ttppetmoob  of  the  dead  and  woonda^ 
after  thdr  extrioatioa  from  the  niini,  to  the  aipect  of  a  b^tle-fleld  afiar 
a  hot  action.  UesMngere  were  lent  abroad  for  aid,  who  ipread  throng 
the  town  imperfbot  aooonnta  of  tlw  lad  eraiL 

.  Hondredi  hastened  to  the  apot  with  Uan  and  taama,  and  all  nanBwaiy 
i^iapeea  fi»  relieving  or  ramoviiv  the  nuBforen,  and  "men  of  ikOl  tat 
wwmdi  and  Inakan  bonea*  were  not  alow  in  offering  aid. 

,-■.»'  '  -. 

'*■  The  man  moit  couidMaUj  wmndtd  [np  lb*  pamphlet  aeeaoBll  Mh 

'"  ^        IJml  flamntl  Bntti,  Bamaal  "Lnwieaet, 

<■         Jotbi  Beed,  •  Joicph  Saffiwd, 

AmbroH  DInnI,  JoMph  Knight, 

John  Blthop,  Bai^Mnin  Knight, 

John  Elderiiin,  Samual  Fwrith, 

DiYld  Lamb,  Ebenuer  Uartii, 

Nalhuitol  Walton,  Joilah  Batci, 

Solooion  Lothrop,  Jimei  Lonebottom, 

Jacob  Parkiof,  Jalin  Longbottom, 

Tbomai  QalM,  Joaiaa  Mollon. 

SonM  of  Ui«H  had  tfaetr  riba,  aoma  tboir  armi,  and  othen  (heir  legs  broken,  beddaa 
oflwT  boDM  ihtvered  and  dtBlocated ;  otben  bad  wonndi,  cuti  and  brniwi  in  their  hoadi, 
fiuee,  bodiei,  anni,  log!  andfbet,  and  nnia  ezceedinglf  bmiMd  wilhln.  Some  of  them 
wore  at  flnt  taken  oat  and  laid  b;  for  dead,  and  the  recovery  of  aome  for  MTeral  dayi 
maeh  donbted,  bat  lines  thej  are  all  like  to  recoTer." 

*  Bntilled, — Ax  AaoomrT  of  the  Sarpriiing  GrenU  of  ProTideace,  which  hapn^ 
at  the  Balling  of  a  Bridge  in  Norwich,  Jnne  2eth,  17SB. 

With  aomo  Affectiag  Bemarka  wore  into  the  Histokt.  Aa  alio  Kinie  practical 
ImproTemiDt  thereof.  PnbUihed  at  the  Deaiie  of  lome  concerned  therein,  to  the  Bnd 
it  maj  be  Pieeerred  aa  a  Profltahte  Bemembnmcer  of  the  Danger  and  Didiverance  of 
TUi  Da  J.  . 

H«w  LoDdoD,  Printed  and  Sold  hj  T.  Oreeu,  Angnst  Ttb,  1 72B. 
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Many  hair-breadth  escapes  occurred.  Solomon  Lathrop  fell  fortj  feet 
firom  the  top  of  a  needle  post,  and  was  pitched  head  foremost  between  two 
rocks,  into  a  hole  of  deeper  water  than  ordinary,  and  jet  not  killed.  This 
Mr.  Lathrop  was  father  to  the  Rev.  Joseph  Laihrop  of  West  Springfidd, 
who  was  bom  about  three  years  afler  this  narrow  escape  of  his  parent 

"  Mr.  Tracj  [says  the  ootemporarj  nanmiiTe]  was  not  a  person  oonoemed  in  the 
tffair,  only  as  he  was  a  benefactor  to  it,  and  went  oat  that  day  to  carry  the  people 
some  provision,  and  happened  to  bo  on  the  bridge,  at  that  jnnctnre  of  danger :  a  maa 
that  had  been  always  noted  for  an  nncommon  care  to  keep  himself  and  oUiers  out  of 
probable  dnnger,  and  yet  now  himself  ioscnsibly  falls  into  a  fatal  one.  And  TOry 
remarkable  is  it,  that  to  keep  his  son  at  home  this  day,  and  so  oat  of  danger  by  that 
occasion,  he  cliooscth  to  go  himself  on  tlie  foronamed  errand,  and  is  taken  in  the  snare 
which  he  thought  more  probable  to  his  son." 


THE  ORAYE-STONB  BEOORD. 


[Head.] 


HERE  LIES  yc  BODY 

OF  MR.  DANIEL 
TRACY  .  .  .  WHO 
DIED    JVNE    Yc 
29  . .    1728  .  .  AGED 
76   YEARS. 


[Foot] 


MR. 
DANIEL  TRACY. 

THIS  WORTHY  IN 

A  GOOD  OLD  AGE 

DIED  BY  A  FALL 

FROM  A  BRIDGE. 


It  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  ascertain  how  many  times 
Lathrop's  bridge  has  been  rebuilt,  or  rather  how  manj  bridges  have  been 
erected  at  this  point  since  1717,  when  the  first  timbers  were  laid  oyer  the 
river.  From  intimations  in  the  records  we  loam  that  a  new  and  substan- 
tial bridge  was  built  "over  the  Shctucket  near  Capt  Lathrop's,'*  ^^  1764.* 
Again  in  1791  the  town  action  shows  that  '^a  bridge  was  to  be  built  at 
Mr.  Zephaniali  Lathrop's  between  Lisbon  and  Norwich :  the  river  being 
there  212  feet  wide  at  high  water  mark,"  and  a  rate  was  granted  to  cover 
the  expense. 

Since  the  present  century  came  in,  this  bridge  was  partially  destroyed 
by  the  ice,  Feb.  15,  1805 ;  the  shock  coming  so  suddenly  that  a  man 
crossing  at  that  time  was  carried  down  the  stream,  and  with  difficulty  res- 
cued from  the  current  Two  years  later,  in  the  freshet  of  March  2, 1807, 
the  bridge  was  entirely  swept  away. 


*  1768.    It  was  ordered,  that  when  a  town  meeting  was  to  be  warned,  a  written  noti- 
flcatbn  shoald  be  aet  np  on  the  Little  Elm  before  Capt.  Ebeneser  Lathrop's  door. 
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..iL'Mdcsiballt  at  tbb  pbm  in  l8l7,  at  wi  expense  of  $10,000,  was  ' 
dertKTwl  )b>dt'6, 1888.  At  thli  time  the  flood  liflctl  it  rrom  ihe  ubnt- 
BMOt  and  plan,  and  bore  it  along  in  pon&n,  nnbiDken,  till  it  cnme  to  tlie 
B^M*  near  the  month  of  the  rirer.  It  thra  aepamtei)  into  tlirec  purts. 
Mid  elided  wtihgiaoefiil  eaM  into  Oe  Tbamaa.  . 

Li  1888,  the  Nwwieh  and  WwcMter  BaOroad  Companj  fa  eroMbg 
die  fthetndwt  located  thedr  bridge  opoo  the  rile  of  the  old  LiUhiop  hMga, 
iM&i  was  thai  abont  to  be  once  more  reboiU.  An  axnagmUBt  WM 
made  with  Ihe  town,  bjr  which  the  hriter  oonsoited  to  take  np  a  new  pod- 
tion  fin-  thc^  bridge,  a  Bhart  distance  lii^lier  np  the  rirer,  the  eoaipH^ 
pa]^  an  fli^enaei  over  and  abore  what  would  have  been  inonzred  tif 


The  bridge  erected  at  that  time  laated  weD,  won  oat  in  the  aerrio^  add 
waa  Analljr  twept  nrmj,  Fd).  9, 1857.  A  new  one  liai  nnoe  taken  its 
plaee. 


^ITSO,  or  near  .Uiat  period,  the  following  bridgea  were  nudntained  bf 


;  It  Orer.Brfidfinfi  or  Snaqnetoniaoot  brook,  on  the  road  to  Z 
-'  it  Oreat  Fond  brook,  on  tlie  road  to  Colchester. 

8|  Feaae*!  brook.    Theaa  were  the  three  brandiee  of  the  Tantia. 

4;  At  Bean  £011    fi-Qoarter  bridge.  ,  6.  The  Coort-Houae  bridge.    ' 
7.  No-man'i  Aon  bridge.    Tliese  fbnr  eromod  the  Tantio. 

8.  Beaver'a  brook,  in  West  Farms  Society. 

9.  Trading  Core  brook,  on  the  road  to  New  London. 

10.  Elderkin'a  bridge,  on  the  road  to  Windham. 

11.  "Wood's  bridge  over  Sliowtucketl,  north  of  Pettipaug."  This  was 
afterward  Lord's  bridge,  uniUng  Franklin  wilh  Lisbon. 

12.  Lorett's  bridge.     13.  Lathrop's  bridge. 
The  last  four  were  over  the  Shetucket. 

li.  Johnson's  bridge  over  the  Quinebaug,  on  the  road  to  Plainfleld. 

15.  Paehaug  bridge,  east  of  the  Quinebaug. 

These  wen  all  constructed  and  kept  in  order  hj  mtos  and  higbwnj 
labor.  Whiting's  bridge,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Shetuckot,  was  extant  at 
Uiis  dme,  but  was  supported  hj  toll. 

IiOrelt's  bridge,  mentioned  above,  was  about  three  miles  above  Lathrop's, 
Oil  the  road  from  Norwich  to  Woodstock.  la  this  vicinity,  on  the  west  side 
of  the  river,  were  the  Lefflogwell  and  Kirtland  farms,  and  on  the  east  the 
Lovetti  were  proprietors.  These  andent  bridges  ol^en  look  the  name  of 
the  nearest  resident  landholder,  and  the  large  Lovett  rorm-house  near  the 
Inidge,  serving  also  as  a  house  of  entertainment  for  wayfarers,  with  its 
lofljr  shade-trees,  its  swinging  sign,  its  inviting  horse^eds  and  other 


HIBTOBT    OF    NORWICH.  847 

dependencies,  had  the  appearance  of  a  small  hamlet  The  name — ^Loy- 
ett's  bridge — ^has  since  given  place  to  that  of  Eagleville,  a  manufacturing 
establishment  which  has  taken  possession  of  the  neighborhood,  occupying, 
like  most  of  our  inland  mills,  a  choice  position  in  the  midst  of  romantic 
scenery. 


The  first  bridge  near  tlie  mouth  of  the  Shetuckct,  uniting  Chelsea  Land- 
ing with  Preston,  was  built  by  Capt  William  Whiting,*  who,  for  this  pur- 
pose, in  1737,  obtained  a  loan  of  £80  from  the  town  treasury.  It  was 
designed  to  bo  a  free  bridge,  and  in  order  to  enable  the  contractor  to  meet 
the  payment  of  the  loan,  in  December,  1787,  a  subscription  was  opened 
in  town  meeting,  and  the  sum  of  £85  15«.  pledged  for  his  use.  The 
number  of  contributors  was  eighty-three,  and  the  sums  varied  from  5«.  to 
£5.  The  highest  on  tlie  list  were  Joshua  Huntington,  John  Williams, 
Samuel  and  John  Story,  Isaac  Clarke,  and  Samuel  Backus,  probably  the 
men  doing  the  most  business  at  the  time. 

Subsequent  subscriptions  raised  the  amount  to  £130,  but  the  contractor 
stating  that  the  bridge  had  cost  £350,  he  was  permitted  to  remunerate 
himself  by  a  toll  upon  travelers. 

.  In  1744,  after  six  years  wear.  Whiting's  bridge  having  sagged  so  much 
as  to  be  pronounced  unsafe,  was  blocked  up  for  a  short  period,  and  then 
repaired  by  Lieut  John  Edgerton,  who  was  recompensed  by  the  toll  for 
the  space  of  three  years.  It  continued  in  use  till  1748,  when  it  was 
pgain  condemned. 

In  1751,  after  discussion  of  the  subject  in  town  meeting, 

"  Voted,  that  tho  town  will  join  with  Mr.  John  Edgerton  in  a  mcmoriiil  to  the  Qen* 
oral  Asscmblj  to  grant  a  lottery  for  the  making  of  a  Great  Bridge  oyer  the  mouth  of 
Shoutucketty  toll  free."    Joseph  Tracj  was  appointed  agent. 

The  lottery  was  granted,  and  Edgerton's  bridge  built.  It  was  200  feet 
long,  cost  £4,000,  old  tenor,  and  notwithstanding  its  charter  that  it  should 
hefretj  permission  to  take  toll  was  granted  by  the  General  Assembly.  It 
was  swept  away  by  the  freshets  of  1762.  ( 

— I — —^, — r^ 

• 

*  Three  persons  of  tho  name  of  Whiting,  residents  of  Norwich,  were  bridge4>ailderB. 
Capt.  William  Whiting,  who  built  the  Shetucket  bridge  in  1737,  was  a  son  of  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Whiting  of  Windham,  and  a  resident  in  the  north-west  part  of  Norwich,  now 
Bozrah.  He  was  afterwards  distinguished  for  his  gallantry  in  the  French  wars  upon 
the  frontier.  Dr.  D wight,  in  his  travels,  (Vol  1,  p.  497,)  obeenres  that  the  bridge  at 
West  BoKton,  erected  in  1793,  at  a  cost  of  976,000,  was  built  under  the  direction  of 
"Major  Whiting  of  Norwich."  This  was  Ebonezer  WhiUng,  father  of  the  late  Capt. 
Edward  Whiting  of  Norwich,  and  a  descendant  of  Col.  William  Whiting,  an  early 
bhabitant  of  Hartford,  who  was  brother  of  the  Rey.  Samuel  of  Windham. 

Zonas  Whiting  of  Norwich  was  known  oxtensirolj  as  a  bridge-builder.  In  1794  be 
went  to  New  Hampshire  with  a  gang  of  twenty  men,  and  built  a  bridge  OTor  thf|  Fir 
cataqua  river. 
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.  ;lli»  aazi  Mdg«  at  Ob  piMa  b  MOsiaallj  dsMrfiwd  fa  Om  Ub«ii«~ 
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J«W10,1TM.  "UOatmiet  ■BMft  ant  tSMmAM  ilm  it  Bonrtdi  Lwii^  fc 
(MpkM.  It)(llilNttaliii«a,Md  nfeMatorcthainMr.  BBtfaiHb|lM« 
bKww  the  atwrfii,  hw  iha  tddg»  ii  wufifKtaA  bj  OMMMtoy  wMk  abon  Mi  «!• 
aUaMd  l»b«wa  wd^arsMtoH.  Tha  wwk  to  by  Kr.  Jaka  Blta^  om  oT  Ito 
aMM  eariow  wtctwnlw  «f  tba  aaa.    Tba  btidaa  wm  nind  bk  tav  ten  aad  aa  aaa 


Thia  biidga  ntained  ita  poattioo,  and  tbe  prop4ebir  wm  allowad  «  por- 
tfan  of  the  toD  fbr  fimrtaan  jimca.  Bat  In  1777  it  waa  nmdi  b^ani  hf 
floods  and  the  town  havii^  porebaaed  Xjoflbigwdl'i  ramafadng  bitoni^ 
mitfld  with  Pnttoa  fai  petitiODiDg  tha  Leg^ilatnra  (Ibj  irilfin.  17780 
fbr  laKTO  to  raiaa  mooa^  bj  lodMj  ftr  the  oraolkMi  of  a  new  bridge.  Tie 
petltioa  wat  granted. 

Ite  nanagen  <rf  the  htttecj  were  CSuirti^har  Lefllngwdl,  Jaeob  Da 
Ytia,  William  and  BeiOamin  Coi^  Jeramlah  Haiacr,  and  Bogat  Btvtj^ 
the  two  laat,  of  Preaton.  Their  advertiaenwDt  itatea  the  lottoy  to  hst* 
beat' panted  in  order  "taprarontthe  incnmbranee  of  a  toH  bridge^  or  a 
dangflnmi  Any,  with  one  or  other  of  wUdi  the  pvbUo  hare  been  haa>* 
p«ed  tar  near  a  oentoiy  paat.*  The  kxteiy  wai  drawn  the  flnt  Konday 
'  fa  lEanh,  1779. 
^<In  the  «■— ntimf  the  two  lowni  eoold  not  agree  npon  the  plaoe  where 
tba  Mdge  ihonld  itand.  CMnmitteea  were  app<^ted,  one  after  anotheri 
bat  they  came  to  no  decision,  In  17S0  the  matter  was  referred  to  three 
well-known  citicens,  mutually  respected  and  honored  bjr  the  tovnB,  via., 
Hon.  Benjamin  Huntlngloa,  CapL  Ebeneser  Baldwin,  and  Elijah  Lathrop, 
Esq.,  who  reported  that  in  (heir  opinion  the  b«Mt  and  onb/  eonvmietU  plaet 
far  a  bridge  was  where  (he  late  one  stood,  that  is,  below  the  ferry  and 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Whereupon  it  was  ordered  that  the  bridge 
should  be  forthwith  erected  at  that  place.  The  building  committee  ap- 
pointed were  John  McLarran  Breed,  John  Bliss,  and  Stephen  Culver, 

The  bridge,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  built,  and  the  select- 
men were  charged  to  keep  the  ferry  over  the  Shetucket  under  proper  reg- 
olation  for  tbe  public  convenience.  In  May,  1783,  the  town  pemJoned 
the  Legislature  for  another  lottery  to  raise  £450,  on  the  same  plea  as  the 
fbrmer,  "for  building  a  bridge  at  the  mouth  of  Shetucket  river."  The 
lottery  was  granted,  and  tbe  bridge  built  in  1784. 

From  the  above  data  we  are  led  to  the  conclusion  that  a  bridge  at  this 
place  was  all  the  time  being  projected  or  being  built,  and  lotteries  were  in 
progress  to  pay  for  it  from  1777  to  1784, — or  that  two  bridges  were  built 
in  seven  years,  and  the  first  swept  away  by  some  sodden,  unrecorded 
cdamity.    It  is  most  probable  that  there  was  but  one  bridge  builL 
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The  abutments  of  the  bridge  were  much  injured  bj  the  freshet  of  1788| 
but  afUr  being  repaired  and  strengthened,  it  continued  to  perform  accept- 
able service  till  1793,  when  it  was  again  thoroughly  repaired  bj  Capt 
Stephen  Culver,  who  contracted  to  keep  it  in  repair  for  four  years.  At 
the  end  of  Uiis  period  it  was  condemned. 

The  stone  bridge  over  Swallow-all  brook  in  East  Chelsea  was  rebuilt 
in  1795.  Destroyed  by  the  freshet  of  1807,  it  was  again  reconstructed, 
and  now  lies  beneath  the  street 

In  October,  1797,  a  joint  committee  of  Norwich  and  Preston  reported 
concerning  a  new  bridge  over  the  Shetucket  They  had  examined  differ- 
ent positions  in  order  to  ascertain  the  most  eligible  place,  and  estimated 
the  cost,  if  built  near  what  was  called  the  rxding-wayj^  at  $3,083 ;  if  built 
near  Rufus  Roatli's,  at  $3,833 ;  if  near  the  mouth,  where  the  bridge  now 
stands,  not  more  than  $2,000.  The  bridge  was  built  on  the  site  of  the 
former,  and  the  expense  liquidated  by  tlio  avails  of  a  lottery.  This  fiflh 
bridge  stood  for  twelve  or  thirteen  years. 

In  1815,  the  town  records  allude  to  the  ^^enarmatu  expenses"  to  which 
the  town  had  been  for  many  years  subject  for  the  support  of  bridges. 

In  1813,  a  committee  that  had  been  appointed  to  decide  whether  ''the 
Geometry  Bridge  at  Chelsea*'  could  be  repaired,  or  a  new  one  must  be 
built,  reported  that  the  decay  of  the  old  structure  rendered  an  entirely 
new  bridge  a  matter  of  necessity.  This  led  the  way  to  a  change  of  ope* 
rations.  A  petition  was  presented  to  the  General  Assembly  for  liberfy  to 
open  a  new  highway  and  span  the  river  in  a  more  convenient  and  safe 
situation.  To  accomplish  this  purpose,  the  Norwich  and  Preston  Bridge 
Company  was  incorporated  in  1816,  and  the  next  year  a  toll-bridge 
erected  nearly  half  a  mile  above  the  month  of  the  river.  A  road  leading 
to  it — East  Main  st. — was  opened  in  1817,  and  the  public  travel  took  this 
direction.  The  contractor  for  the  bridge  was  Capt  John  Lathrop  of 
Windham,  and  the  expense  $10,000.  It  was  supported  by  heavy  stone 
piers,  and  withstood  the  rush  of  the  spring  floods  for  six  years,  but  was 
not  proof  against  the  destructive  freshet  of  March  6,  1823.  All  the 
upper  works  were  then  carried  away,  but  the  company  rebuilt  on  the  same 
foundation  at  an  expense  of  $5,000.  In  1858  this  bridge  was  sold  by  the 
company  to  the  towns  of  Norwich  and  Preston  for  $7,500. 


Giddtngs*  Bridge.  This  was  a  structure  built  in  1757,  which  crossed 
the  Shetucket  below  the  old  riding-way,  and  about  a  mile  from  the  mouth 
of  the  river.  The  undertakers  were  Nathaniel  Giddings  of  Preston  and 
Nathaniel  Backus,  Jr.,  of  Norwich,  who  contracted  to  build  '*a  cart  bridge 

*  There  were  two  fords  or  riding-ways  orer  the  Shetackct.    In  1780,  one  if  called 
"the  apper  riding-waj  in  Doctor  Porkina'i  bterrale." 


KO  ■IITOBT    or   ■OBTIOB'. 

TOMdtopirfortlwplnkmeoBdiikB  Oat  m  toU  iboidd  bad 
ff  fta  kilMUlMli  of  Nonridi.  TbeM  mOj  Wdga%  brf^  ■■ffurtai 
■iblr  b7  ba^  ti  tumm,tai  rtudi  drinn  itfo  th«  bed  of  tin  fimi 
Mold  offiv  bat  sHght  rewbnott  to  tbe  sndAig  filM  afloa  Aatmmm 
dnnwilh  the  idoMed  wstot  ia  Oa  tins  af  floo^  Qidfii^bi%B 
bid-«brfrfa™tapce,«id  ibara  ii  no  necad  fiiond  of  aiT'  other  «a» 
■traded  et  Oat  pobt  fat  the  rirer. 


;  ZomnI  as  Btidga.  In  the  Tear  1858,  John  W.  Stedman.  TlioaMa 
BoMaaoni  John  A.  IBaAmSi,  Henrr  BOI,  Amoi  Dani,  and  odteta  lAa 
had'  beeome  Inteceated  in  the  parduue  and  aeutcmant  of  I^nnl  HI^ 
I  AenadTee  ftr  the  exectkn  of  a  fasa  Iwidge  orar  Am 
1  act  of  inooqwratkn  for  that  pnipooe-  The 
bridge  was  bidli  the  aame  jear,  at  an  axpenae  of  H00&  It  apaae  tba 
itnr  at  the  dd  pkeer-the  i»«obe  ipot  dioaea  b^  Whilfaig  la  17S7,  nd 
oecMpled  by  Are  aneoewiTe  bridgea  fai  ftrnwr  tinea. 

,  The  proprietors  ulso  threw  open  anew  mad  along  tta  bank  of  the  rirer 
toward  Foquelannock,  fumialiiflg  aidrire  of  two  or  three  milea  viA  • 
varied  ond  beautirul  lantbcaiie  i^iieading  before  the  oje  fat  Ua  ■wkalm 
course. ,  The  bridge  Iuls  since  boon  repaired  and  eorered,  end  wai  ratalnad 
as  private  property  until  1860,  when  the  charter  waireliaquiabed  and  the 
br^lge  left  to  the  publia  car«.    It  waa  repidred  in  1864. 


ehvmevUle  Sridgt.  In  1854,  Morvrich  and  Preston  united  in  building 
a  bridge  over  the  Shetucket  at  Greeneville,  where  the  river  had  never 
been  spanned  before.  It  was  875  feet  long,  and  30  wide.  TUe  petition 
fyr  it  was  signed  hj  James  D.  Mowiy  and  140  others.  Greeneville  then 
contained  abont  2,000  iubabitonta.  This  bridge  became  conspiououslj  the 
victim  of  elemental  fiiry.  Sliaken  to  pieces  b;  the  floods,  and  reoon- 
structed  in  1858,  it  was  destroyed  bj  fire  Julj  29,  1862  ;  damage  estima- 
ted at  »S,000. 

It  has  been  rebuilt  of  iron,  at  the  joint  expense  of  tlio  two  towns,  aztd 
was  completed  in  October,  1863.  It  is  370  feet  loug,  17  feet  wide,  and 
cost,  exclusive  of  the  abutments,  $10,000.  Tho  contractor  was  J.  £. 
Tmesdell  of  SpringBeld. 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  these  sbort-Iived  bridges,  and  observing  tbe 
tendency  of  the  smaller  ones  to  swing  aside  at  every  flood  and  scatter 
themselves  in  fragments  over  the  land,  and  of  tho  larger  ones  to  embark 
on  desperate  voyages  to  the  ocean,  hurried  onward  by  thronging  blocks  of 
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ice  or  Airious  torrents,  we  might  be  tempted  to  think  that  Norwich  stood 
pfe-eminent,  at  the  summit  of  misfortune  in  this  respect.  But  that  some 
of  her  neighbors  share  with  her  in  the  highest  round  of  the  ladder,  may 
be  inferred  from  a  communication  received  bj  the  selectmen  of  Norwich 
from  the  town  of  Canterbury  in  1780,  in  which  they  lament  the  great  and 
unequal  expense  which  tliej  and  several  towns  labor  under,  above  other 
towns  in  the  State,  *^hj  being  obliged  to  build  and  maintain  many  great 
bridges  over  large  rivers;"  and  thej  request  a  committee  of  conference  to 
be  appointed  to  consider  of  some  mode  of  relief.* 

A  committee  was  appointed,  but  there  was  no  help  found  for  the  evil ; 
every  town  was  obliged  to  attend  to  its  own  bridges,  and  the  Le^slatore 
gave  no  relief  but  by  lotteries. 


Wharf  Bridge.  The  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  cove,  or  mouth  of 
the  Tantic,  so  as  to  connect  the  point  with  Uie  west  side,  was  a  project  of 
considerable  magnitude.  It  required  a  longer  span  than  any  bridge  that  , 
had  been  built  in  the  eastern  pai't  of  Connecticut  A  proposition  for  such 
a  bridge  was  brought  before  the  public  in  1767,  by  Mr.  Gershom  Breed. 
He  seems  to  have  originated  the  plan,  and  at  last  to  have  made  it  popular 
by  his  influence  and  exertions.  The  undertakers  were  Gershom  Breed, 
Eleazar  Waterman,  and  Jonathan  Lester;  the  builder,  Christopher *Beed» 

Objections  were  made  to  the  erection,  on  the  ground  of  danger  from  the 
high  and  precipitous  hills  on  each  side.  The  declivity  on  the  east  was 
particularly  stony  and  abrupt,  making  the  descent  to  the  river  more  like  a 
plunge  than  a  regular  progi-ess.  The  natural  features  of  the  place  have 
been  80  greatly  altered  by  a  long  course  of  leveling  and  filling  up,  that 
wo  find  it  dilTicult  to  reproduce  to  the  mind's  eye  those  beetling  clifTs  that 
were  here  projected  almost  to  tlie  water's  edge.  It  was  argued  also  that 
the  communication  with  the  west  side  was  not  of  sufficient  importance  to 
justify  the  undertaking.  The  town  gave  liberty  for  the  bridge  to  be  built, 
but,  influenced  by  these  objections,  declined  contributing  to  the  expense. 

The  undertakers  nevertheless  commenced  operations,  and  the  bridge 
was  built  in  1771.  A  small  sum  for  partial  indemnification  was  raised  by 
lottery,  the  managers  being  Daniel  Lathrop,  William  Hubbard,  and  Jedi- 
diah  Huntington. 

*  It  was  while  cii{;agcd  in  repairing  a  bridge  over  the  Qainebaug,  between  Canter> 
hvLTj  and  Flainfleld,  which  had  been  partially  destroyed  in  a  severe  freshet,  that  the 
first  David  Novins  of  Connocticat  lost  his  life.  He  was  standing  on  one  of  the  cross 
beams  of  the  bridge,  giving  directions  to  the  workmen,  and  hod  his  watch  in  his  hand, 
which  ho  had  Just  tnkon  cot  to  ico  tho  time,  when,  losing  his  balance,  ho  fell  into  the 
swollen  stream,  was  swept  down  by  tlie  current,  and  drowned  before  he  could  bo  rescued. 
This  was  io  tho  spring  of  1757. 


168-  H.IIVOIT   or   HOIVIOH. 


.^Tbb.bri4nlhM|^  nar^  aa  aTTBriwiltl  work,  was  found  lobe  a 
IpcMt  pubOe  oOBvcniaBM.  A  ratt  qmatilj  ot  labor  remainod  to  be  per- 
iqi^Bs&  in  Oa  wi^  of  (nidliig  and  prapariag  tlie  road^  llml  led  to  it. 
HoBwaaa  meaHngi  mra  hdd,  and  plaaa  diaeiuBcd,  wliich  ended  in  a 
dadilon  that  the  brUfa  ahoold  be  aBlntfadt  improved,  xircngthcned 
tg^fitt  floods  and  nodcrad  paaaahla  ht  kndad  teams.  For  ibia  purpose, 
■BoOiar  lottar/  mi  pantad  bj  tin  La^datnra  in  October,  1773,  lo  raise 
078  or  PU  'JbrJkUHi^  mi  linayWiy  At  great  Wharf  Bridge  at 
OUma  in  ITonglA.''  Uimagen^  Joabaa  I«dirop,  UuFua  Latlvrop,  and 
Baasd  IHcfj.    It  ma  dimwn  fai  Uaj,  1774.* 

...Tba  Imporlanae  cf  tUa  bridga  ha*  narar  abce  admiited  of  ciucaiion. 
B  k  a  flioraa^i&ra  which  tha  pobBo  good  nqnires  to  be  alwajs  kept  in 
aooodltiaB  fitfbr  aonioe.  Thanfim  the  damages  it  bas  sustaiDcd  by 
flood,  flra^  or  die  wear  and  tear  cf  Tcar^  have  always  been  speedily 
rafMiied,  and  it  aeama  tatber  like  one  and  the  same  bridge,  tliao  as  it 
raallj  li,  and  ai  §U  othen  of  the  town  hare  been, — a  eucecssioa  of 


The  highvfi^  near  thia  bridge  waa  <»ighiallr  a  part  of  Ur.  Breafk  ' 
house-lot.  The  baOdlag  of  tUa  bridge  led  to  Inpmremaata  in  all  Iha 
Rvenues  coniteeiad  with  It.  Tba  highway  bdow  the  Kpiaooptl  (tatah 
was  widened ;  the  road  on  tibe  wait  aidc^  naaing  fton  tlie  bridge  to  Saa^ 
Deocb,  was  iaproredi  and  a  new  one  opened  ftom  tlie  TjiuHiij  m  ^ 
New  London  toad. 


JVviAaff.  Tbo  annual  breaking  up  of  Uio  loo  In  ibo  riven  la  lo  often 
ittended  with  a  destrucUre  overflow  of  Ibe  waters,  that  it  is  usually  oon-  ' 
loaplated  prospectively  with  some  degree  of  appreliensioa.  When  Qie 
rains  come,  and  the  ice  begins  to  crack,  mills  and  bridges  perchance  maj 
w  swept  away,  meadow  lands  devasloted,  fences  destroyed,  and  serioui 
lossea  sustained.  Some  parts  of  the  town  are  peculiarly  exposed  to  sudi 
Tavagee.  The  narrow  and  winding  outlet  of  Ibe  Shetucket,  and  the  hig^ 
lanks  that  restrain  it  on  the  south,  naturally  tend  to  throw  the  occumula- 
iod  swell  of  the  river  over  the  flat  part  of  Chelsea. 

Only  a  few  of  the  most  remarkable  spring  floods  can  be  here  chronicled. 

8«pt.  4, 1710.'  "  Ths  flood  lalwd  Norwich  rirer  to  a  prodigiont  heigbt;  tuuki  of 
lay  floated  down ;  it  eaniad  away  the  bridge  hj  the  meeting  honM  and  mnch  bnee." 
[Eemprtaad't  Diary.] 

•  Thli  lottery  had  1,000  ticket*  at  12.50;  higheat  prise,  «3,000.  Paper  bills  wen 
voalTsd  and  paid  oat  promlscnoiuly  with  lUver.  The  peiitioa  fbr  the  lottery  wa* 
Igned  bj  ei^ty  of  the  principal  dtuens.  In  looklog  over  the  liit  in  I83T,  sixty-fl*! 
rtan  after  the  signing,  only  one  of  the  eighty  was  living,  vis.,  Capt  David  NerliM. 
Oa  died  In  Jansaiy,  laas,  aged  91  yean. 
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The  Boston  News-Letter  notices  an  extraordinary  flood  of  the  She- 
tacket  at  Norwich,  28th  of  February,  1729.  The  warehouses  at  the 
Landing  were  much  injured,  but  the  newspaper  adds  the  compensatory 
information,  ''there  was  fine  bass-fishing  after  itj^'-^twenty  thousand  bass 
haying  been  taken  in  the  river  a  little  below  the  point. 

A  thaw  and  freshet  of  unusual  power  and  rapidity  of  action  occurred 
Jan.  16,  1737.  The  Shetucket  above  its  outlet  being  impeded  by  a  solid 
bed  of  ice,  the  rushing  flood  was  suddenly  thrown  back,  and  spreading 
over  the  low  land,  rose  to  twenty  feet  in  ten  minutes,  sweeping  off  three 
warehouses  witli  all  their  contents,  and  injuring  several  others.  Blocks 
of  ice  were  lefl  in  some  instances  on  tlic  roofs  of  buildings. 

In  the  spring  of  1757,  a  severe  flood  committed  great  havoc  with  the 
bridges  and  other  works  of  man  exposed  to  its  fury. 

Jan.  8,  1784,  was  distinguished  by  a  yet  greater  and  more  sweeping 
freshet,  which  affected  both  the  Yantic  and  the  Shetucket  Several  mills 
and  bridges  on  the  upper  courses  were  swept  away,  and  large  quantities 
of  lumber  cnmc  floating  down  the  streams.  Happily  there  was  but  little 
ice  in  the  Thames,  to  obstruct  the  downward  flow,  and  Chelsea  escaped 
inundation.  A  plnnghtcr-houae  near  the  wharf  bridge  was  swept  off  with 
all  its  contents,  beef,  hides,  tallow,  cooperage,  and  tools,  and  not  a  vestige 
left 

The  freshet  of  February,  1788,  was  destructive  to  the  smaller  bridges. 
Lovett's  was  entirely  demolished,  and  many  others  so  much  injured  as  to 
make  reconstruction  necessary. 

The  year  1789  was  marked  by  a  June  freshet  For  two  days,  the  10th 
and  11th  of  tlie  month,  the  rains  were  continuous  and  flood-like,  causing 
a  rapid  rise  in  all  the  streams  that  feed  the  Thames.  The  Sheti^cket  and 
Yantic,  swollen  by  their  impetuous  tributaries,  sweeping  aside  bridges, 
mills  and  dums,  deluging  corn-fields,  and  precipitating  large  rocks  upon 
tlie  meadows,  came  rushing  down  upon  Norwich  Landing,  and  lifled  the 
river  nearly  to  a  level  with  its  lower  tier  of  roofs.  This  flood,  however, 
was  of  brief  duration.  The  waters  passed  over  with  a  furious  swash,  and 
then  quietly  subsided. 

Jan.  29,  1797,  was  marked  by  a  peculiar  freshet  resulting  from  a  Jan- 
uaiy  thaw.  The  smaller  rivers  were  broken  up,  and  heavy  blocks  of  ice 
sweeping  downwards  committed  great  havoc  in  their  course.  The  courts 
house  bridge  was  so  thoroughly  broken  up  that  only  a  heap  of  fragments 
remained.     It  was  compared  to  a  wreck  made  by  thousands  of  hammers. 

After  the  present  century  came  in,  the  fii*st  great  flood  was  in  1807. 
The  rivers  began  to  break  up  on  Saturday  night,  Feb.  7th.  The  cracking 
of  the  vast  blocks  of  ice  was  like  the  crash  of  thunder.  The  Shetucket 
rose  eighteen  or  twenty  feet  Lord's  and  Lathrop's  bridges  wei*e  swept 
away.    On  Sunday  morning,  fire  was  cried  through  the  streets,  and  alarm 
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brill  wMnH*    Vttwmjjttn  m  mA  h— hilai  tmi  ta—lai—. 
Tha enwBt tw<ft owr Bi*  Cfcihai,  and  ftrfttes  0n«ittt*a|f«v> 

IMM  cir  •  U^  witk  ft  ftw  IwBM  BMns  fUbr  noft  aivrc  ths  ntan. 
t'lTfce  Sood  tflfa  m  npUlf  that  NT«fal  flwdBn  wm  tdw  kj  HifriN 
aad ImpriKnaa in dMb Ihrwm.  Hmj ntnated  to Oa opperHeria^ M 
B  a  few  indHi  of  Um  Mcond  floai%  It  VM  flM- 
h  br  than  to  Tamdo,  and  tbejr  wen  licaq^  wn^  ta  bQM% 
btoirirfahA^rdnfipedflwBthairiiidowB.*    riiwililll  In  liTW.aTliriiJi 

,  ia  and  Bart  Xaln  ■mat  wai  an  azpanaa  of  wirtar. 
UM  Om  latefaaction  of  Oa  Mraeti,  ftam  tha  a 
▼amegan  holal  to  Oe  of^Mlto  « 
friaad  «U  pMt  odaritr  and  good  aObel. 
Ifan,  nOs,  and  wood,  aaoorad  hy  htmrj  ttoma,  and  flUed  fa  w^  haj, 
ainiw,  oanra^  and  any  Oiag  that  would  ndat  leihags]  and  tboa^  dia 
mtand^tlf  tridJed  OTBT  thfa  koHtwotk,  h  kept  off  tha  great  rolana 
of  water  mttU  the  rirar  loMdad,  wUdi  wae  in  Oa  eonna  of  a  few 
bouts. 

i^  From  Bubscquenttown  aeli  jutd  aeeonntih  wa  obtatn  th«  hmU  of  bridge 
'  mnge  from  this  fr«obet.  The  itODa  bridge  over  Swalknr-all  brook,  and 
jRChrop's  bridge,  ffcra  .Trimllti  Lorettfe  npalredt  Geonetiy  bri^ek 

^abutoienla  roplaccd|  Wbaif  Wdgt^  Conrt'^ioBaa  and  Qnartar  bridgaa 

k.npaired.  .1.     ... 

u  la  Soptembcr,  1815,  at  Iba  aqdnax,  a  BMMt  doatmallya  gala  of  wtad 

r  was  experienced  on  the  ooait  of  New  Engtand.  At  Chebea  thatldanaa 
to  an  onpreccdenUd  height.  Several  itoro*  on  the  whrnre*  were  swept 
entirely  swef,  and  olhera  injured.  On  the  wharf  bridge  (he  depth  of 
water  wai  five  or  six  feet ;  beating  over  It  with  such  furj  as  to  coirj  off 
the  market  and  a  store  adjoining.  Tho  market  drilled  up  the  river  ami 
lodged  on  the  east  side  of  the  cove,  thirty  or  fbrtj  yards  above  tlie  bridge. 
The  brig  Mary  and  several  sloops  and  sdiooners  were  driven  ashore 
knocking  in  tlie  sides  of  stores,  and  lodging  almost  in  the  streets. 
,  A  remarkable  freshet  occurred  on  the  Glh  of  March,  I8S3,  which  was 
caused  by  a  rain  of  twenty  four  hours  continuance  foiling  upon  a  deep 
■now.  Six  bridges  over  tlie  Yun^c  were  carried  away,  vis.,  three  in 
Norwich,  two  in  Bozrah,  [at  Col.  Fitch's  Iron-works  and  Bosroliville,] 
and  one  in  Franklin.  The  oil-mill  at  Bean  Hill  was  swept  off,  and  the 
oil-mill  and  machine-shop  near  the  Falls  much  injured.  On  the  wharf 
bridge  some  of  the  buildings  were  shifted  in  their  position,  or  partly 
turned  round,  and  the  Methodist  chapel,  which  stood  on  the  bridge,  was 
■wept  away  entire,  moving  off  m^estically  like  a  ship  from  her  moorings, 

.  *  Capt.  Rockmll'i  funllj  wu  nmoved  in  thii  wa;.    Bj  the  gradanl  filling  in  itf  iha 
StTMt,  Uie  *it«  of  the  Kncleat  Bockwell  Iiodm  i*  tOTBral  feet  bibber  than  tuiiaetij. 
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bowing  to  the  waves  and  righting  herself  again,  floating  a  mile  down  the 
river  before  any  part  of  it  was  broken,  and  the  frame  keeping  together, 
according  to  report,  until  it  passed  into  the  Sound.  It  had  been  decorated 
with  evergreens  for  some  previous  festive  occasion,  and  these  ornaments 
had  not  been  removed  when  it  sailed  so  gallantly  awaj.  This  incident  of 
the  wrecked  church  gave  rise  to  many  exaggerative  and  fanciful  stories. 
The  newspapers  alleged  that  it  bore  off  both  pastor  and  flock,  and  that 
thej  were  heard  singing  as  thej  passed  New  London.  They  reported 
also  that  it  had  landed  whole  on  one  of  the  islands,  and  that  services  would 
be  performed  there  in  future.  A  schooner  from  Providence,  then  in  the 
Sound,  asserted  that  it  came  driving  by  them  in  the  night  with  lights 
in  it.* 

So  great  was  the  force  of  the  water  brought  down  by  this  flood,  that  the 
Tantic  was  considerably  deepened  in  some  places  by  the  removal  of  large 
stones.  One  that  weighed  more  than  a  ton,  and  which  had  been  placed 
in  the  bed  of  the  river  many  years  before,  to  support  a  foot-bridge,  was 
raised,  carried  up  into  a  meadow,  and  thrown  against  a  large  tree.  An 
oil-mill  was  swept  off,  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  flax-seed  in  it  By 
the  middle  of  May,  several  meadows  adjoining  the  river  were  covered 
with  young  flax. 

March  1 1,  1835,  ushered  in  a  freshet  similar  to  that  of  1823,  the  water 
rising  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  The  walls,  sheds,  and  small  buildings  along 
the  banks  of  the  Slictucket  were  swept  away  like  chaff.  Lathrop's  bridge 
was  broken  up ;  a  shanty  used  by  workmen  on  the  Norwich  and  Worces- 
tor  Railroad  was  carried  past  the  city  without  breaking ;  another  building 
i;i  which  some  persons  were  collected  was  submerged  nearly  to  the  roof, 
and  the  occupants  were  taken  from  it  by  boats.  Two  horses  which  were 
carried  away  and  were  seen  passing  down  the  river,  helplessly  tossed 
about  in  the  torrent,  formed  an  impressive  feature  of  the  scene. 

Feb.  8,  1854,  most  of  the  wharves  were  submerged  by  the  breaking  up 
of  the  ice,  and  the  basements  of  buildings  near  the  river  filled  with  water. 
Central  wharf  and  the  Junction  railway  were  overflowed.  At  the  freight 
depot  of  the  New  London  and  Norwich  Railroad,  the  rails  were  covered 
to  the  depth  of  eighteen  inches. 

On  the  dOth  of  April,  the  same  year,  a  violent  storm  caused  another 
inundation ;  the  currents  of  the  Yantic  and  Shelucket  struggling  together, 
threw  the  water  back,  and  the  wharf  bridge  was  partially  destroyed. 

The  9th  and  10th  of  February,  1857,  were  marked  by  a  freshet  which 
might  be  called  the  Half-century  Flood,  as  occurring  so  near  the  anniver- 
sary of  that  of  1807.    The  destruction  of  property  was  greatest  in  the 

•  This  incident  gave  rise  to  a  littlo  poom,  by  Bralnord,  called  '*The  Captain." 
Though  but  a  fragmontarj  productlon|  it  b  vcrj  graphic  and  highly  finished. 
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iMl  iMtaBoa.  Tha  hanj  timbtn  ftgm  LofA  mai  IaAn^  M%" 
flMMfli»tiiiBdowBwIthft«Mpmm;  &  the  «ool  of  1807  ft  1M  BMk 
Oktaw  Oitt  mi  aabowgod,  the  riM  of  mtar  brfi«  ii  tts  BtNlMlnl  Ml 
fa fliDBr kMk I  bat  h  tbit oriUT. Um wtfw ftoBt cf the dqr «M nr^ 
«<wbgr  the  nwbg  flood.  The  ifrar  bdov  wm  Uodad  «p  ky  the  laih 
— i  the  toMw^a  amuu  mattiag  whh  ti^^/babtKOem,  were  Ihiowm  t— k 
ipM  Oe  iriurne  md  balUhigi  of  Weter  ilraat  In  »  mUm  M^pk  wUdi 
W>ef  periteeedlliwiwIoeetoDe^eDdhiTl^epeaedapMeetebelwr, 
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In  1779,  number  of  ramiliea  in  Pirat  Sociclj,  367  ;  peraons,  2184.    In 
ChelKa,  129  families,  1111  persone. 

In  177fi,  Norwich  ranked  as  the  second  town  in  the  Grand  List  of  die 
Colonjr : 

New  Haven,  £78,210.6.2. 

Norwich,  £66,676.29.2. 

Fannington  was  third  on  the  liat,  and  only  £101  less  than  Norwich. 
.   Hartford  stood  at  £48,120.10. 


CHAPTER  XXVn. 

Fiut  N>wip*rmi,  tub  Nraviorf  Faokbi. 

Ik  1773,  tlio  lint  Noffspapcr  xtua  cslnblished  id  Norwich.  He  pro* 
priclorti  mid  prialera  were  Alcxnnder  Robertson,  James  Robertson,  and 
John  Tnimhull,  unOcr  tlio  firm  of  Robertson^  &  TrumbulL  It  had  a 
flourisliing  head-piece  inclosing  tho  rudo  cut  of  a  ship  under  fall  soil,  and 
an  imposing  title,  making  pretenuons  to  a  wide  circulation,  as  represented 
below  in  reduced  size. 


OCTOBER,  MnccLxxuL 


THE 


Vol.  L   NoHBut  3, 


THE 

CONNECTICUT,  MASSACHUSETTS, 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE  i  RHODE-ISLAND 

WEEKLY    ADVERTISER. 


From  Thumdav,  Oct.  14,  t 


Oct.  : 


'773- 


Price,  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  per  annum. 

The  press  was  at  first  set  up  in  an  ofilce  '*at  the  foot  of  the  Green, 
near  tho  Court  House,"  but  in  July,  1716,  was  removed  to  a  new  building 
"  near  the  Meeting  House,"  which  from  tlint  time  forth,  for  fifty  years  or 
more,  was  known  as  Trumbull's  printing-office. 


•68'  MIltOMT   Of   VDBWIoa 

At  Aat  «niilAd  «i^  wh«  the  gmt  struggle  Tor  liberty  commenced, 
Nonridt  might  be  teken  ■■  s  hit  model  oT  the  best  class  or  tiair  Kngtund 
blWM.  The  itneti  were  Urelj  with  faiduslry  anil  cntci-prUc,  nnd  tlia 
■nde^  WM  eheed  of  noet  odun  In  edHniional  facilities,  liierarj'  culture, 
and  Ae  embdlMimenie  of  domertlo  lift. 

The  maaarj  of  thk  period  wet  loaf  kept  gnea  1>  Oe  hierte  ■■! 
mbkbofthoealBhiMteiiti  who  Ured  Into  after  geaandaofc  Th^fbofeedf 
badk  to  It «  to  a  gtdden  ageof  hear^  aooU  mivymtat,  wheae  HBWiny 
and  ho^ilali^  went  hai^  hi  hand,  wd  italaHiieM  hanMidnd  wUi  d» 
flklty.  It  wae  a  period  when  a  nodente  degree  of  phMperi^nlUM 
derire,  dearuyhig  anzle^  fiv  die.flitaret  without  awakenlflg  Ae  greed  ftr 
nqiwflwKU  wealth ;  when  ^>perBl  and  Ihn^nra  were  gi^  and  ^ttarin^ 
hot  not  eztrangaati  when  few  wofe  m  rldi  a«  noir  to  be  h^  Tigomaa 
and  bright  faj  dnSj  attention  to  bnsiaeM,  and  ftw  won  n  poor  ai  not  to 
eomnand  a  jdentiM  tabki  irtien  tboo^  wai  azpaadve  and  bold  in 
^eealalkni  eonoeming  liberty,  bat  bad  not  jet  deapowd  Into  aollBn  eaa> 
■ideraliooa  of  the  right!  of  man. 

:  Ve  are  not  whoUj  d^endent  on  tradition  ftr  tI^  iketAea  of  ddl 
great  transition  period.  A  oonunnni^  b  {^MMagraphed  h  ita  loaal  pepei^ 
and  a  lively  impression  of  the  general  aflklri  and  domaetle  piuMltS  of  the 
town  may  be  gathered  from  Ifae  BOOtMiporaiy  nomben  of  the  Nacwleh 
PackeU  ;' 

As  the  early  gtea  of  ihli  paper  are  now  TOrj  lare^  a  flnr  axearpti  nht 
ing  to  local  o6uird  may  prove  Interettliigi 

[iTTs!]  Ool.BS.  TlioMKMh«baMioTCirMlld,thBtaMHeriTa«pMt«a* 
picked  ilio  tut  week  in  ilila  towa,  ipoiitaneouly  frown  from  teed  jikmIsmiI  tlib  jva. 

Deo.  19.  Tho  olBcan  lad  toldfon  wbo  belonged  to  Ooa.  Ljidhi'i  t<%tiijeDt  or  Fro- 
tiaciali,  and  wei*  at  Ibe  takloK  of  IlaTannah,  an  notiOsd  to  mod  at  tlio  houu  of  Hi, 
John  Daigte,*  lanboldor.  In  Norwldi,  to  enqalia  w)ij  Um  but  diridond  of  ihdr  priM 
mooej  ha*  not  been  paid,  Ac. 

Mamoges  were  notified  in  such  terms  as  these  : 

Not.  1773.  Lait  Thnitda;  evoning,  Mr.  Mandator  Tmcj,  an  sccompllthod  jronng 
gentleman,  wai  married  to  the  agreeable  Caroline  Buihnoll,  a  young  ladj  endowed 
with  nTerjqnaliflcalioa  lo  make  llie  connnhial  stale  heppj. 

John  Cheater,  Ew).  of  WoibenHeld,  to  the  amiable  Mus  Eliiubolh  HuDtington,  dan' 
of  Col.  Jabei  Hantington. 

Deaths  in  tbi«  way:' 

Feb.  II,  ITT4.  On  Friday  lut,  departed  ihia  lib  at  Pomcchoag,  her  taffron  eolared 
latjeet]',  Ann  Qneen  Dowager,  of  the  AfonnliDgan  Indiaiu,  and  jcilerdn;  her  reTnalni 
wen  Intemd  in  a  manner  initable  to  her  high  nuik,  ia  the  Indiaa  harjing  gronnd  at 


*  The  popnlar  pronnndaiion  of  DoAe*. 


^^^ 
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Feb.  10, 1774.  Tcsterdaj,  Mr.  James  Barnain,  of  this  town,  brought  to  market  ft 
tied  load  of  wood,  which  completes  the  number  of  2,500  loads,  which  he  has  drore  in 
himself,  4  miles,  and  sold  since  1754.  A  great  part  he  cut  himself—- all  but  50  loads 
on  his  own  land-— all  which  he  has  done  without  upsetting  a  cart,  breaking  a  wheel  or 
sled,  braising  a  finger,  or  injaring  an  ox  or  horse  by  any  wound.  He  sold  his  wood 
for  £820  ;<— has  about  5  times  as  much  more  on  his  land,  which  he  intends  learing  for 
some  other  person  to  cart  and  draw,  he  having  done  his  full  share  that  way.  Ho  has 
also  expended  500  days  of  labour  on  2  acres  of  land,  In  subduing  and  fencing  it. 


From  another  artide  respecting  this  Mr.  James  Bumham,-— a  lai^e- 
mindeti,  hard-working  farmer, — we  leamHhat  in  1760  his  house  and  fur« 
niture  had  been  consumed  by  fire ;  that  he  replaced  his  loss  with  a  com- 
fortable house  neatlj  furnished ;  built  400  rods  of  stone-wall  with  bis  own 
hands ;  gave  the  public  a  highway  through  his  land  of  100  rods }  built  and 
painted  a  school-house  and  gave  it  to  the  district,  and  for  several  years 
had  chiefly  supplied  it  with  fuel.  Such  an  example  of  unselfish  eterprise 
with  limited  means,  in  a  secluded  spherci  deserves  to  be  perpetuated. 

1774,  Feb.  11.  By  Cspt.  Holmes  who  arrived  at  Btonington  last  Snnday  from  the 
West  Indies,  we  hear  the  melancholy  news  of  the  death  of  Capt.  William  Billings  of 
this  town,  who  died  about  the  beginning  of  January  last  of  a  fever  at  Dominica.  His 
death  is  universally  lamented  by  all  his  acquaintance.* 

March  3, 1774.  A  number  of  Physicians  in  the  County  of  New  London,  taking 
into  consideration  the  importance  of  those  that  enter  the  practice  of  Physick  being 
endued  with  competent  knowledge  to  prosecute  the  undertaking  in  such  a  manner  as 
shall  best  promote  the  pablick  good ;  request  their  brethren  of  the  Faculty  in  said 
County  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Azariah  Lathrop  in  Norwich  on  Thursday  the 
24th  inst.  ot  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  considfr  npon  the  matter  and  prefer  a  Me* 
morial  to  the  General  Assembly  nt  their  next  Session,  that  the  Practice  of  Physick 
may  be  pi^  under  some  better  regulation. 

This  memorial  was  signed  by  Theopliilus  Rogers  and  ten  other  physi- 
cians. It  was  the  first  step  toward  medical  orgaAization  in  Connecticut.t 
The  Assembly  at  this  time  declined  acting  upon  the  petition,  but  after  the 
Revolution  several  medical  associations  were  incorporated.  Of  the  New 
London  County  Medical  Society,  Dr.  John  Barker  of  Franklin,  one  of 
the  original  memorialists,  was  the  first  President. 

April,  — — .  Dr.  Turner  has  recently  extracted  the  bone  of  an  alowife  from  the 
throat  of  Mr.  EbencKer  Lord,  where  it  hsd  been  lodged  for  23  years,  and  at  various 
times  had  given  him  exquisite  pain.  It  was  about  the  sise  of  a  brown  thread  needle 
and  wss  barbed  from  end  to  end. 

*  Citpt.  Billings  was  scarcely  40  years  of  age.  Uis  wife  (Mary  Richards)  survived 
him  30  years.  One  of  their  daughters  married  Captain  Bela  Peck  and  was  the  mother 
of  Mrs.  Harriet  Peck  Williams.  ^ 

t  App.  to  Norwich  Jubilee,  article  Physicians,  by  A*  Woodward,  Mi  D« 


■  MttflOBT  or  KOBWtOH. 


k  pUas  at  Wooditatk,  BccotnpnniBd  bf  S  J 
■  of  0^  BsMMt  M'CIgIIm.  a  panj  dr«Mod  u  !»•  J 
Umt,  MinS  apos  imm  aUMraa  «ko  wm  iMkiog  on,  aod  no  off  wlUi  tluun,  Ut  ] 
"inilil  ptUMia  Iqr  *•  Mop  M<  te'iMltaa' KMoed. 

,l,Oft.Mhin<.    I«MTIAnA9(Ort.l4}bilW<ieDilioI>DunorTaad8o'dockF.] 
,.»iWn  iteAof  M  MrtiqMhB  «M  Mt  kw^aad  nro  an  imce  iufonDCil  it  wni 
■tNMlMrttiBhadllilMd;  tathsnMthMifl  of  onj  daaiaga  dono  by  li.* 


^  'f-Ths  «bm  wtide  iMdi  lo  dM  Rpporitiaa  that  a  pardon  tt  A«  r^anto 
'  dMB  in  guriM»  at  duM  porti  beloi^  in  diii  vMai^,  Poil  ridw  at 
*^nat  va  w«n  important  agent^  peribnnlng  tha  waA  at  Am  aaSI,  tba  poiU 
^ottoa^  and  tlw  telBgnph.t 

,  Bmj  Aof  Mem  to  faave  been  a  Tarie^  alore,  eonhdnlin  •  mhinlla 
.'  neona  anemtili^  of  gooa».    ^le  adrardaeaHato  oAan  n^morted  a  lnA> 
crous  combinaiion  of  ptumlt*. 
Example  i 

Mwaiiwr  yriMaia,  Itoai  BeWaa. 

Infarmi  At  FabUe  tbM  k  ««itH  ON  d»  barfatH 
or  dytiag  of  OttttoB,  Tbv  aad  Llaai  a  am* 

boDiM  Uaa  (la  M^)  «kh  Aa  gnaiM 


_.^,l,.,.,U IlMft 

v\     ,  LtdW  OiuM  C«p«i  Vlyi,  Hudkorchleft,  Apm», 

'    4«.  iMdj  mid«  la  the  nemat  tsita  at  hi*  bona* 

leading  to  tha  Landing,  oioatlj  oppo^to  to  Capt.  , 

Bnbbaid'i  t 

X  noted  feature  of  that  period  was  the  great  number  of  tavomB,  and 
thew  were  connected  with  a  cooetant  stream  of  dinners,  suppers  and  club 
meetitigs  that  were  necessary  lo  support  them.  On  the  I'lain  wure  two 
of  special  note,  the  Lathrop  Inn,  and  one  kept  for  many  years  bj  Joseph 
Feck.    John  Wheatley  was  also  a  landlord  in  this  neighborhood  for  a 

.  *  Aiiotbar  illgbt  shock  of  an  oanhqaaka,  aapericnced  in  thii  part  of  ConnoMlca^ 
Uaj  a,  IT88,  ii  locordod  la  tba  Packet  near  that  date. 

'  ,  t  A  cnrioiit  inteiMt  ii  ezdted  whan  we  obaerre  bo*  large  a  praportioQ  of  adreitiM- 
tnenti  in  the  old  newtpaper*  of  Dot  conotry  i«lBie  to  itroyi.  Taken  vp  at  luch  a  iloM} 
BajMialo  lAa  imdotiirt  ^f  (Aa  miacribar,-  ilmj/id  away,  ic,,  te,  InnomorablB  are  tb« 
■pottodheilbn,ndtteen,D'hiU'fB«ed  yearling*,  brindlecowi.ioirel  mam,  roan  hone*, 
and  Other  animals,  tbat  are  advertised  at  lost  or  fooadi—aaggMtive  at  leaai  of  ioost 
bneing  and  a  bonntifal  supply  of  lire-itock. 
i  C*fik  Win.  Enbbud  ooeapied  the  hooM  late  the  residence  of  Joseph  H.  Sinuy. 
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short  period,  but  he  entered  the  army  in  1775,  and  fell  in  the  first  action 
in  which  he  took  part  ' 

Upon  Bean  Ilill,  Major  Durkee  entertained  country  travelers  and  town 
politicians ;  the  Lefflngwell  tavern  near  the  east  end  of  the  town  plot  was 
a  noted  place  of  resort ;  Lathrop  at  tlie  Falls  and  Morgan  on  the  Great 
Plain  were  licensed  to  receive  guests  and  furnish  refreshments ;  and  at 
the  Landing,  public  houses  were  kept  by  Ebeneser  Fitch  and  Jeremiah 
Harris,  while  on  all  the  neighboring  roads,  wherever  ways  met,  a  bridge 
occurred,  or  a  few  houses  were  clustered  together,  the  traveler  was  con- 
fixintcd  by  the  alluring  tavern  sign. 

The  same  year  tliat  the  Norwich  Packet  was  commenced,  [1773,]  an- 
other printing-press  was  set  up  on  the  Plain  by  Green  &  Spooncr.  It  is 
probable  that  they  were  on  the  ground  before  the  Robertsons,  but  they 
published  no  paper.  Judah  Paddock  Spooner,  son  of  Thomas  Spooner 
of  New  London,  and  brother-in-law  of  Timothy  Green,  who  printed  the 
Now  London  Gazette,  was  the  acting  partner  of  the  concern.  This  officoi 
like  that  of  the  Robertsons,  issued  pamphlets  and  books  of  considerable 
sise.  The  paper  used  by  both  firms  was  manufactured  at  Lefiingweirs 
mill  on  the  Yantic 

In  some  instances  the  two  presses  were  rivals,  reprinting  the  same 
works,  and  each  endeavoring  to  forestall  the  other.  Green  &  Spooner 
preceded  the  Robertsons  in  bringing  out  an  edition  of  Watts*  Psalmsi 
[1773,]  and  of  the  Manual  Exercise  as  ordered  by  his  Majesty  in  1764* 
They  were  competitors  also  in  issuing  school-books  and  almanacs. 

The  celebrated  Dialogue  concerning  the  Slavery  of  the  Africans,  which 
advocated  the  doctrine  of  immediate  emancipation, — written  by  Dr.  Hop* 
kins  and  addi'essed  to  the  Continental  Congress, — came  from  the  press  of 
Green  &  Spooner  in  1776.  They  also  reprinted  and  assisted  in  sowing 
the  country  with  Pninc's  Common  Sense.  This  establishment  continued 
its  operations  about  five  years. 

In  May,  1774,  "Nathaniel  Patten,  Book-binder  and  Stationer  from 
Boston,"  opened  a  shop  ''near  the  east  end  of  the  Plain,"  not  far  from 
Robertson's  printing-ofrice.  He  proposed  "to  bind,  gild  and  letter  books 
in  as  splendid  a  manner  as  can  be  done  in  London;"  and  at  the  same 
time  offered  for  sale  the  largest  assortment  of  books  that  had  probably 
ever  been  displayed  in  this  part  of  ConnecticuL  His  stock  included 
works  of  Doddridge,  Watts,  Owen,  Harvey,  Rowe,  Thomson,  Smollett; 
Bkiir*s  Grave,  Pilgrim's  Progress,  Vicar  of  Wakefield,  Arabian  Nights, 
Milton's  Looking-glass  for  Laity  and  Clergy,  New  England's  Memorial^ 
King  Philip's  Bloody  War,  Lord  Soraers'  Judgment  of  Kingdoms  and 
Nations,  Hancock's  Oration  on  the  bloody  5th  of  March,  1770,  Rev.  Mr. 
Sampson  Occum's  much-approved  Collection  of  Hymns  and  Spiritual 
Songs,  and  many  otlior  standard  and  popular  works,  besides  school-boobi 
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and  irdiki  ftr  diOdrai.    Of  •tatfonarT'ba'lMd  agreat  vBrietr.aDd  to  thli  ] 
he  added  ertklei  in  the  ftnej  lin^  whidi  resemble  the  items  of  mon  ] 

M  dMtan  Ibr  laUng  oW  nJM. 

I  eudkat  tooll 
t  'TtiddM  Ibatbfowte. 
r.  I^^mM  lipMlra.    ■ 
.^-  A  iMftoarioot  f-wtttr. 


It  would  prolMbl7  hnve  been  difflcnlt  «t  duA  dij  to  And  in  nj  eOv 
fhei  on  the  oontbent,  oot  of  the  range  of  the  great  dtiei,  a  BtonHj 
•iwiUer  preeeniing  greater  attractiou  to  the  old  and  Toong  of  both  turn, 
than  mi  fimtibed  bj  the  book-thop  of  Kr.  Pirttea  oo  Norwid  Oieen.- 
V  It  la  a  atriklng  evidenoe  of  an  iatelligent  eommaoi^,  a  wdl  aa  cf  Ua 
(ifoiperi^  and  coterprise,  that  two  ^ioting-officei,  with  eadi  lis  awort 
HHOt  of  book*  fin-  nle  eoiumiled  with  It,  and  ■  third  large  booltUnfiag 
fhd'fbook-eallilig  oonoem,  Bbonld  have  been  located  ao  near  tagethg*. 
'  DMng  the  aamoTear  likewbe,  [1774,]  Saamel  London  ftom  New  Totk 
'  t|iened  a  abep  with  a  large  aMOrtment  nt  books  at  the  Landing,  mUA 
toad*  fiiitr  book  establishineals  for  the  town.  Hiia  proftHe  dispfaqr  of  Ht* 
imtnhrinik  not;  howerer,  of  long  eoDibiuaneo^  The  flerjr  blaM  of  ««> 
HrUi9h*nnpt'0Ter  the  land,  soon  prostrated  ereiy  ^Mdes  of  trade  nok 
iiiieiitlal  lo  the  presemtkn  of  life  or  deftoee  of  libbrlr. 

Mr.  Patten  had  left  Boston  on  scconnt  of  the  troables  wilb  the  motber 
flbnntr^  in  which  that  town  was  ao  deeplj  involved,  and  probubl/  returned 
lo  It  as  soon  as  tlie  Britiih  .troops  Were  withdrawn.  Loudon  abo  in  (ho 
coarse  of  two  or  three  years  sold  out  liis  slock  and  removed  elaewhere. 
'  The  Robertsons  sellled  in  Norwicb,  apparently  with  tlie  design  of  mak- 
ing it  a  permaneQt  place  of  abode.  They  seemed  to  have  found  n  home. 
Tlieir  business  was  on  a  scale  above  the  ordinary  rango  of  the  corarooa 
printing-press  of  a  country  town.  In  addition  to  titcir  newspaper,  Ibey 
printed  a  variety  of  local  pamphlets,  political  tracts,  occoalonol  sermons, 
■nrprising  narratives,  manuals  of  military  exorcise,  scliool-books  and  hymn- 
books.  1^ bey  also  issued  proposals  for  reprinting  works  of  history  and 
poetry  for  more  enduring  circulation.  But  the  brothers  were  considered 
nnsound  on  the  vital  question  of  American  liberty.  They  were  sligma< 
tised  as  toria  in  matk  and  Scotch  interlopcri. 

ISo  cause  for  this  obloquy  appears  in  the  columns  of  the  Packet,  the 
editors  of  which  apparently  aimed  to  maintain  an  honorable  impartiality. 
Communications  of  the  boldest  patriotic  bearing  were  freely  admitted. 
The  early  numbers  [1773]  contained  a  scries  of  vigorous  essays,  entitled 
"The  Alarm,"  and  signed  Hampden.  They  were  written  by  a  distin- 
gninbed  patriot  of  New  York,  and  were  directed  against  East  India 
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nionopolteS)  the  importation  and  use  of  Tea,  and  the  Dedaratorj  and  Rev- 
enae  Acts  of  Parliament  Manj  other  spirited  addresses  appeared  from 
time  to  time  in  this  paper,  calculated  to  cherish  and  inflame  the  growing 
desire  for  political  freedom. 

Mr.  Aaron  Cleveland,  a  man  of  talent  and  a  ready  writer,  contributed 
many  pieces  that  had  the  ringing  sound  of  genuine  patriotism.  One  com* 
munication,  which  maj  serve  as  an  illustrative  example,  was  an  elaborate 
article  in  the  form  of  a  sermon,  upon  the  text,  "Touch  not  mine  anointed." 
[Ps.  105  :  15.]  The  writer's  argument  was  designed  to  prove  that  ^nol 
kings,  but  the  people  are  the  anointed  of  God^  and  hinge  are  forHdden  to 
touch  thentf  tlius  reversing  the  interpretation  that  had  been  given  to  the 
passage  by  others.  It  was  further  maintained  that  a  free  people  are 
touched  when  their  laws  and  civil  rights  are  infringed  or  .violated.  The 
application  is  apparent. 

As  the  Revolution  advanced,  and  the  great  question  of  independence 
began  to  bo  discussed,  the  Robertsons  avowed  their  dissent,  and  ceased  to 
issue  the  Packet  The  pr^udice  against  them  was  too  strong  to. be 
resisted.  They  withdrew  from  the  concern,  leaving  the  press  in  the  hands 
of  their  partner,  Trumbull,  and  removed  to  New  York,  where  they  openly 
espoused  the  royal  cause.  ^  *  *    .   .  >^ 

Mrs.  Amy  Robertson,  the  wife  of  James,  the  younger  of  the  two 
brothers,  died  in  Norwich,  June  15,  1776,  shortly  before  they  bade  adieu 
to  the  place.  A  commemorative  stone  in  the  First  Society  burial-ground 
points  out  her  grave. 

The  Robertsons  vrere  quite  remarkable  men.  The  sons  of  a  printer  in 
Scotland,  emigrating  to  this  country  with  nothing  to  open  the  way  before 
them  but  their  own  industry  and  mechanical  skill,  they  established  them- 
selves (between  the  years  1768  and  1784)  successively  at  New  York, 
Albany,  Norwich,  Philadelphia,  and  Shelbume,  N.  S.,  publishing  a  newsr 
paper  at  each  place,  of  which  they  were  the  printers  and  editors. 

Their  first  press  was  at  New  York,  1768,  whdre  for  two  years  they  pub- 
lished  the  New  York  Chronicle.  In  1770  they  opened  a  printing-house 
in  Albany,  and  came  from  thence  to  Norwich.  After  the  British  army 
took  possession  of  New  York,  they  published  in  that  city  The  Royal 
American  Gazette.  At  a  subsequent  period  of  the  war,  James  Robert- 
son issued  at  Pliiladclphia,  The  Royal  Gazette.  The  following  notice  of 
Alexander's  dcatli  is  from  the  Norwich  Packet  of  Dec  30,  1784: 


« 


Died  at  Port  Rosowaj,  [Shelbarno,  N.  S.]  in  November,  Mr.  Alexander  Robert 
son,  printer,  in  the  42d  year  of  his  age :  a  gentleman  of  probity,  benevolence  ond  phi- 
lanthropy ;  mach  esteemed  and  now  greatly  lamented  by  a  rery  nnmerous  and  respect- 
able acqnaintance%"* 


*  James  Robertson,  after  the  death  of  his  brother,  retoraod  to  Sootlind. 
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Tbt  fnm  ti  Qrtmi  A  SpooMV  oaaftHwd  b  opwdaa  tfll  1778^  tikm 

netntlr  «q;kDlMd  la  TennoD^  to  nmcm  to  Out  Btatond  ntnto  te 

^^^  the  BobertMJU  Ml  Norwidmlw  AAat  WW  poUUhI  brlVM* 
ban  ikn^  wbo  «ppe«n  m  pivprietori  prfaiiw  md  tSlat  ftan  thirt  IhM  to 
Ui  dMeue  in  180S.  Hw  p«iier  mi  wall  eoDdDotod  wad  m  genanl  ftnv* 
Ita  iri&  tba  oonuBttnltj. 

"  fnioorigiiMltilIa,KorwIdiFM^WMi«tdiieddtiiingTndBlMlf'>M| 
Int  du  liMdlog  in  other  putienluiwM  oAmi  duage^  aoiBBtlmw  appatfr 
Ing  In  Omimb  text,  tnA  nmetimeB  in  Bonum  eapbate  t  now  wtt  a  Ml 
ind  •  notta^  and  agdn  In  homelj  dmpUd^.  '  After  OhnmbnS  aMMai 

'^Ae  whole  pn^Helonhip,  it  wn  entitled^— "Noewior  Faoesv  im 
Oonmr  Jovrhu.,"  with  the  ihlp  under  Mil,  and  tiM  motto^  "A  flan 

..jraaa  r"**"**'"*  the  m^aatf  of  the  peo^^ 

Hw  die  of  the  p^ier  vnied  abo^  reAeetiiw  therA  Ae  laaidbatf  af 
4te  tfanoi,  and  ffloatnUliv  the  diOonltlaa  and  defldeodaa  «i  th*  paper 
manufactory.  Ihe  oii^oal  iheat,  Iff  indue  bj-  9|,  of  a  pkaalac  hitf 
tinge,  vcea  odea  evpenedsd  hj  the  dtng^,  daric-bhie^  Unpaf  eheil,  It  li^ 
8,  that  could  scaroelj  bea^  ita  own  wdght  withaat  fanaUng.  AS  Ilia 
newBpapere  of  that  ^  were  aotiject  to  dmllar  fluetoatlona. 

" .  Mr.  Trumbull  wai  a  natiTe  of  CkmMdi*  or  (AariHion,  Mam^  aal 
when  ho  entered  Into  partoarsUp  with  the  Bobertaoo^  had  bat  jml    * 
attained  hia  m^jori^.    He  waa  remariuble  fw  hii  gaalal  hamer,  aol 

^alwaTi  had  a  merry  turn  or  wIUj  remark  at  kand.^ 
.  During  the  ReTolntionnrj  war  he  publiaked  a  large  edition  of  Hub- 
bard'i  Indian  Wan,  [1778,3  ▼Brio°>  Bonooas  delirered  on  apeciol  ooca* 
rioni,  almanacfl,  orations  and  political  papers,  the  French  treatj,  nanativa 
of  the  CapUvi^  of  CoL  Ethan  Allen,  and  various  other  pamphlets,  besUea 
ichoot-books  and  hjrmn-books  in  frequent  editions. 

*  He  enatdlilwd  bhiiMlf  tint  M  'BuKFrar,  on  th«  eut  ilds  of  Conneeiicat  rinr,  that 
town  baing  than  claimed  bf  Vennont,  Hid  for  a  abort  lima  pnbliihed  ■  nswipaper  Ihtra. 
Bat  vhen  th«  Vennont  ctslmi  on  ths  eut  eid«  at  tbe  riror  were  tclinqniihed  to  Hew 
Banpebire,  Hr.  Spooner  t«m0T0d  hij  pieu  to  WeitmiMter,  Vt.,  and  in  Febraaij, 
ITSl,  commenced  "  Tbe  TamoM  Qaiene,  or  Qnon  Uoani^  P«al-Bo]r-" 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 
Tub  Stamp  Aot  ard  tub  Call  vok  Libbrtt.    Hamovaotubbs. 

Benjamin  Huntington  was  chosen  Town  Clerk  ^arch  5,  1764« 
The  first  recorded  town  action  that  alludes  to  the  subjects  pending  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  tlie  Colonies,  is  tlie  following : 

"  Wherciis  a  question  aroso  in  the  mind  of  the  Clork  of  this  town  soon  aftor  he  was 
choten,  whether  or  no  he  might  with  safety  proceed  in  his  office  on  the  report  of  an 
act  of  Parliament  imposing  Stamp  papers,  &c — Wherefore  it  is  nnanimonslj  agreed 
to  a  man  in  full  town  meeting  and  it  is  lierobj  desired  tliat  the  clerk  proceed  in  all 
matters  relating  to  his  office  as  usual,— And  that  the  town  will  save  him  harmless 
from  all  damages  that  he  maj  sustain  thorobj." 

Soon  after  this,  the  citizens  organized  a  watch  and  guard  to  prevent 
anj  stamps  from  being  admitted  into  the,  place.  Thej  burned  the  stamp- 
master,  IngersoII,  in  efligy,  and  a  large  company  went  to  New  London  to 
take  part  in  the  grand  demonstration  there  made  against  some  stamped 
ship-papers  that  had  been  admitted  into  the  custom-house  from  the  West 
Indies.     No  bolder  spirit  was  manifested  in  Boston  than  in  Norwich. 

The  Stamp  Act  had  been  passed  by  Parliament  in  March,  but  was  not 
to  go  into  operation  until  the  1st  of  November.  Thomas  Fitch,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut,  after  mature  deliberation,  decided  to  support  it,  and 
assembled  his  Council,  to  take  in  their  presence  the  oath  to  that  effect. 
Seven  out  of  the  eleven  members  present,  af\er  vainly  remonstrating 
against  his  decision,  indignantly  withdrew,  refusing  to  witness  the  offen- 
sive ceremony.  Two  of  the^e  were  Norwich  men, — liezekiah  and  Jabes 
Huntington, — one  a  lawyer,  the  otlier  a  prosperous  merchant. 

Major  John  Durkee  of  Bean  Hill  was  an  active  and  daring  leader  in 
tliese  stamp-act  commotions.  In  September,  17G5,  he  took  command  of 
a  body  of  liberty  men,  that  were  gathered  from  Norwich  and  the  neigh- 
boring towns  and  banded  together  for  the  express  purpose  of  preventing 
the  stamps  from  being  distributed  in  Connecticut.  Taking  with  them 
eight  days'  provisions,  they  set  off"  towards  Hartfoi^d,  and  being  well 
mounted,  overtook  and  arrested  Mr.  IngersoII  at  Wethersfield,  on  his  way 
to  the  Assembly,  and  with  threats  of  violent  usage  in  case  of  refusal,  com- 
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madedUn  tot^iga  tinMeootttamp-mtttat.    "The  cause  is  oot  worth 
d/ing  fbr,"  laid  LigerMll;  wtd  tlgaei  Ha  nrfgnaiion. 

^lit  opprmtrc  Mt  could  not  be  eaSmai.  After  hanging  porientouslj 
orer  the  eeHintrj  ftr  &  eouple  of  yean,  it  wm  Tepealed  b;  Purlinnient  in 
Ibnh,  1766.  IV  lint  madvennj  vt  tb«  repeal  was  celebrated  i 
IVorwlchwith  pecolhtr  fbttivi^.  In  &  oommunicalion  to  the  Ilartrord 
Ooanut^*  the  prooedingi  wo  racordod  hi  IhaM  lajwi  t 


wVkmtrrm 


4  IS,  IT*T. 
TMted^,  P.  U.  ft  BvmlMr  aT  (MdMM  of  ihfa  tc 
I*  crfibnM  tte  417  AM  Ui  KOaitr  want  la  Ut  ntjal  rafaM  to 
•mM  m  tl»  throM  fKn  Ui  mmU  to  the  RipwJ  of  llw  Stas^  Ae^  fcr  whUk  H^ 
te to Ibnm bkMed ta BuOr and iMnMi with aU  *•  U(Mb«i eriMHW." 

Ltbert^  IVee  WM  ft  ta%  pob  areeted  in  tho  eenMr  of  Um  Orecn,  daekcd 
with  ituidftids  ftnd  ftppropriate  dovioet,  and  erowned  with  ■  cap.    A  toot 

'  Hk  .boodi  waa  erected  under  i^  called  the  Parilioii.  Horo^  ^oit  ddty, 
people  aaaembled  to  hear  the  nowi,  make  qteechea,  and  eBOoange  ea^ 

"^  Mh^  }n  the  dolannfaiatioa  to  ranat  all  oppnaakm. 

'wBaitir  hiDaeatnber  of  that  jear,  the  town  neeired  the  finaona  Boetm 
CHniilar  fton  the  aelectmen,  recommending  the  diaoae  of  eerfain  enum^ 
nted  aitldqi  of  Britiah  productioo.  A  town  meeting  waa  immedialely 
aimn&ed  td  eni^er  the  fatgecl,  and  "the  aaid  meeting  being  AiD  aad 

'waD^leMed  with  the  Important  awaanrea  oSered  to  their  flonaideration,* 
appt^led  a  Gommiltee  of  the  most  pmninent  inhabitants  to  adviac  and 
report  St  their  next  meeting.  This  report  was  framed  "  in  confonnily 
with  the  nobte  example  set  b;  Boston,"  and  consisled  cliieRj  of  an  agree- 
ment not  to  import,  purchase  or  make  use  of  certain  articles  produced  or 
roanu fact)) red  out  of  Nonli  America ;  such  as  tea,  wines  and  spirituous 
liquors,  superfluities  of  cvcrj"  kind,  and  in  general  all  foreign  manufoo 
tures,  except  linens  and  broadcloths  of  a  very  low  price,  and  felt  hats. 

The;  recommended  also  Ibe  raising  of  sheep's  wool,  llnx  and  hemp,  and 
the  establishing  of  domestic  manufactures;  and  that  (bo  citizens  should 
especially  promote  those  new  manufaetures  that  had  been  set  up  among 
Ihem,  of  paper,  stone  and  earlUeo-ware.    The  report  closes  in  tbb  moo- 


"  And  It  is  itronglf  rMommended  to  tbo  worthj  ladioi  or  ihli  lown  that  Tor  ihe  fntaie 
ths^  wonld  omit  taa-dnnking  in  iho  aRornoon ;  and  to  commiuion  officen,  10  bo  mode- 
lale  and  fragal  in  their  ackaowledgmeats  to  their  compaDiu*  for  making  clioic«  oflbem 
Bi  their  offlcen,  which  at  tbii  disireising  time  will  be  more  lionorabls  than  the  naiuJ 
laTiib  and  exiraTigant  entenainmonu  hi^ratoron  giron." — Voted  unaoimonilj  Dec.  14, 
1T6T,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  In  the  New  London  Ooiolto. 

•  Ho.  44. 
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The  names  of  the  committee  bringing  in  this  report  will  sboir  who 
were  the  leading  patriots  of  the  town  at  that  time. 

Hon.  Uezekiah  Huntington,  Mr.  Genliom  Breed, 

Hon.  Jabes  Huntington,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Kinsman, 

Simeon  Tracj,  Esq.,  Elisha  Fitch.  Esq., 

Capt  Richard  Hide,  Col.  Wm.  Whiting, 

Capt  Hugh  Ledlie,  Eben'r  Hartshorn,  Esq., 

Major  John  Durkie,  Capt.  Jabes  Perkins, 

Mr.  Isaac  Tracy,  Dr.  Daniel  Lathrop. 

The  idea  of  Independence  had  not  then  become  current  in  the  countrj. 
A  redress  of  grievances  was  the  extent  of  the  patriot's  aim.  The  above 
report  closes  with  expressing  a  determination  to  remain  ''loyal  subjects  of 
our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King ;  holding  firm  and  invioUible  our  attachment 
to  and  dependence  on  our  mother  country." 

The  national  song,  liuU  Britannia^  was  often  sung  with  a  variation  of 

the  chorus : 

Rule  Britannia ;  rule  the  wares, 
But  never  make  your  children  slaves. 

* 

Norwich  was  one  of  the  first  towns  in  tlie  colony  to  make  experiments 
in  manufactures.  The  manufacture  of  paper  was  begun  by  Cluristopher 
Lcfilngwell  in  1766,  the  Connecticut  Gazette  being  issued  on  paper  from 
his  factory  in  December  of  that  year.  His  stocking-looms  were  set  in 
operation  about  the  same  time. 

As  the  troubles  with  the  mother  country  took  a  more  serious  aspect, 
iron-works  became  specially  important.  The  foundry  of  Elijah  Backus 
at  Yanlic  was  serviceable  in  the  casting  of  cannon  and  mortars,  and  there 
was  full  employment  everywhere  for  hammer,  bellows  and  furnace. 

The  encouragement  of  home  manufactures  and  the  rejection  of  all 
im(K>rted  luxuries  were  regarded  as  tests  of  patriotism.  Common  dis- 
course grew  eloquent  in  praise  of  plain  apparel  and  Labrador  Tea.  The 
music  of  the  spinnhig-whecl  was  pronounced  superior  to  that  of  guitar  and 
harpsicliord. 

Homespun  parlies  were  given,  where  nothing  of  foreign  importation 
appeared  in  the  dresses  or  upon  the  table.  Even  wedding  festivities  were 
conducted  u}K)n  pntriotic  principles.  It  is  related  that  at  the  marriage  of 
Miss  Dora  Flint  at  Windham,  in  December,  1767,  the  numerous  guests 
were  all  arrayed  in  garments  of  domestic  manufacture.  The  ladies  ap- 
peared without  silks,  ribbons,  gauzo,  or  lace.  The  refreshments,  though 
in  great  plenty  and  variety,  were  all  of  domestic  produce,  and  the  popular 
beverage  was  Hyperion,  or  Labrador  Tea.* 

*  Ccnnothui  Amcricanus.  It  grows  all  over  Now  England,  and  is  called  also  Red- 
root  and  New  Jersey  Tea.  Not  the  green  plant,  but  the  leaves  properl}^  dried  and  cared 
moke  a  tea  which  if  laid  to  be  both  wholesome  and  palatable.    The  alx>rigiaef  o^  it* 
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In  Oa  '•nmiDarof  176B,  •  Mag^wwA  wm  aHUshed  bclvrccn  Norwich 
■ad  FroTidaaNi  iMring  I>athnip*i  teratn  stacy  Wednesilaj  morning, 
and  fbnidng  a  waeklr  Boa.  TUa  wm  tiba  int  public  convc/nnco  upon 
this  note. 

JtiM  7, 1768,  «B  antartidBiiwBt  wn  glTaa  at  Peck's  Invcm,  adjoining 
lAaij  Trea,  to  adabrate  the  ekotiaa  of  Vnk^  to  ParliamenL  The 
principal  gltlMi>%  Iwdi  of  Iowa  and  landbi^  antnililFi]  on  lliis  festive 
oaaaaton.  All  tba  fiunitiiro  of  the  taUo^  Mdi  at  plalcs,  bowN,  tnrecnB, 
tnidllan  and  napkhti,  wore  mailed  "No.  4S."  This  was  ttie  famoaa 
aamber  of  Iho  <*Nortik  Bittoo,"  edited  hy  WUkea,  which  rendered  hin 
obooskma  to  Iba  niniatry.  Tito  IVoe  of  liberty  was  decked  with  new 
^■nlfl—if^  amoog  whldi,  and  oonipieDoiMfy  ■nnoooniing  the  whok,  wtia  n 
a»g  emblaaoaed  with  "No.  45,  WiLua  *  LianTr." 

In  8<pt«B)ber  of  that  year,  anothor  featiTal  wai  hdd  at  the  HHM  plaa^ 
In  nwelMrjr  of  the  ponpoM  prooaedhigs  of  the  Conunladoaen  of  Caalaai 
i^pdDtad  kt  the  ooloniea  by  the  Britlih  IGniitiy.  tltaae  OooinMsMn 
had  poUiihed  a  Urt  of  ItoUdaja  to  bo  ofaaaired  by  all  penoM  In  thrfr 
emplo;,  and  nmong  ihan  wm  "StpUmiv  8(ik,*  tha  ani^Briaiy  of  lb« 
date  of  their  oommisiIoD.  The  oltiaana  of  Nonrleh  wen  raadrai  to 
make  it  a  holiday  alio.  At  the  eondmion  of  tho  buqno^  tOMla  van 
drank,  and  at  the  end  of  avoiy  one  wm  addadi 

It.  "Aid  tub  8th  or  SivTtmn.'* 


'    ''■; "TbiKlaKutdtlwechof  Beptmbor." 

"  WllkM  Mid  1Jb«rt7  wid  the  Bih  of  Sepumbw." 
"  The  famoni  sa  and  tba  Sth  of  ScpUmbcr." 

'  Songa  wore  also  aung  with  thia  ohonu ;  nor  did  the  oBBemhl^  dupena 
without  indignant  speeches  nmde  against  "BritiBh  mia-gOTemment,"  and 
the  disgrace  of  wearing  a  foreign  yoke. 

Oatol>er  4th,  »  town  meeting  was  called  to  consider  "the  critical  and 
alarming  conjuncture  of  affairs."  This  was  a  full  assembly,  and  all  hearts 
were  warm  and  unanimous.  There  was  no  need  of  discussion  or  debate. 
The  record  of  tho  meeting  Id  tho  town  book  is  inscribed  upon  the  margin 
with  the  word 

"LiBKRTrl    LibekttI    LiberttI" 
three  times  repeated.     This  word  alone  shows  the  spirit  that  pervaded  tba 
aasembly.    They  passed  a  vote  of  cordial  approbation  of  the  measurea 
adopted  by  the  Bostonians,  on  the  1 2th  of  September,  saying : 

".We  eonsidsr  (be  noble  eanie  Ihsj  u«  sngaged  in  m  the  commoa  mum  ot  out 
eonolr;,  and  wlU  nolM  both  hMrt  and  bsad  in  lupport  IhereaT,  egniuit  all  enemiea 
vhMMerer.'* 


HISTOBT    OP    NOBWIOH.  869 

It  was  customary  at  this  period  for  the  town  to  give  a  paper  of  instmct- 
ive  hints  to  their  deputies  respecting  the  points  it  would  be  desirable  for 
them  to  advocate  in  the  assemblj.  In  these  instructions  we  find  them 
repeatedly  urging: 

That  manufactures  be  encouraged. 

That  debates  be  open.  , 

That  a  close  union  of  the  colonies  be  promoted. 

That  measures  be  taken  to  lessen  the  number  of  lawsuits,  or  some  bet> 
ter  provision  be  made  for  their  speedy  issue. 

In  ^Iny,  17G9,  they  recommend  ''that  some  effectual  measures  may  be 
concerted  to  lessen  the  amazing  flood  of  private  business  at  the  Assem- 
bly.** 

Jan.  29, 1770.  Tlio  margin  of  the  public  record  is  again  emblazoned 
with  LineiiTT  I  LinBiiTT  I  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  resolu- 
tions tlicn  passed : 

"  We  givo  this  pablic  testimony  of  our  hearty  and  nnanimoiu  approbation  of  the 
A|>7«cment  the  mcrchnnta  have  entered  into,  to  stop  the  importation  of  British  goods ; 
wo  will  frown  upon  all  who  endeavour  to  frustrate  these  good  designs,  and  avoid  all  • 
correspondence  and  dealings  with  those  mercliants  who  shall  dare  to  violate  these  obli- 
gatioDS." 

They  proceeded  to  choose  two  diligent  and  discreet  persons  from  each 
society,  in  addition  to  the  Merchant's  Committee,  to  make  critical  inspec- 
tion into  the  conduct  of  all  buyers  and  sellers  of  goods,  who  were  to  pub- 
lish the  names  of  those  that  should  counteract  the  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  non-importation  agreement,  to  the  intent  that  such  persons  might  be 
exposed  to  the  odium  and  resentment  of  the  people.  They  also  recom- 
mend to  the  wealthy  persons  in  town  to  enter  into  subscriptions  for  setting 
up  and  carrying  on  the  making  of  nails,  stocking-weaving,  and  other  use- 
ful branches  of  manufacture,  and  every  one  in  his  respective  sphere  of 
action  to  encourage  and  promote  industry  and  frugality. 

In  August,  repealed  meetings  were  convened  for  the  same  purpose ; 
tlint  is,  to  devise  methods  to  support  the  non-importation  agreement,  which 
was  the  leading  measure  of  the  day.  They  declare  their  fixed  opinion  of 
the  wisdom  and  importance  of  this  measure, — that  they  will  "spare  no 
pains  to  give  it  a  fixed  and  solid  form,  by  following  every  breach  thereof 
with  the  full  weight  of  their  indignation,  and  withholding  all  commerce 
from  any  who  dare  to  violate  it;"  and  that  they  are  "both  grieved  and 
incensed  at  the  alarming  conduct  of  New  York  in  violating  the  same." 

Elijah  Backus,  Esq.,  and  Capt.  Jedidiah  Huntington,  were  selected  to 
represent  the  mercantile  and  landed  interest,  at  a  meeting  proposed  to  be 
held  in  New  Haven,  the  day  aAer  the  college  commencement,  to  resolve 
on  measures  to  support  this  agreement. 

24 
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Iiat  it  not  ba  lai^KiMd  that  all  dito  spirit  ovapomled  id  votes  and  public 
■peechM]  then  ii  abnndant  arideiKc  tliat  tlio  action  was  suited  to  the 
wud,  and  not  a  threat  ratnnied  toU.  Tlio  coromilleoa  of  iiiapeclion  were 
wrwwJingly  tigOant;  the  ladj  wbo  continued  to  indulge  in  ker  cup  often, 
or  the  gentleman  In  Ua  |^bm  of  bran];,  were  obliged  to  do  it  hj  sleallh. 
Anj  penon  wbo  wn  fixmd  to  have  Tiolaled  the  agreement,  bad  hia  name 
poited  In  handUOa  thnw(^  the  town,  and  published  in  ibc  New  London 
Gtaiette,  a  proceeding  nsoaDj  followed  bj  inaolU,  at  least  from  the  bo;s 
and  popnlaoe.  Ai  the  dtixena  were  so  strenuous  upon  this  subject,  it 
may  be  gratUying  to  cnrtod^  to  Me  d  lidt  of  ihc  articles  spccificnl)}'  enu- 
.merated  in  the  pledge  not  to  "import,  purchase,  or  u^  if  produced 
d  oat  of  North  America." 


Wrao^pUa^ 
Bhoai, 


Loaf  Bncar, 


:   KaU  Uqaon, 

WlM, 

'   ^fataouUqw 


Lawnaaadpnat, 
SMri^allk, 


BiaaddoAt  atiora  9*.  ad.  pir  7M4. 


:/Pa«kaaOa, 

Oodn, 

Jaweloia'  wan, 

Gold  and  ^lv«r  batlont. 

Gold  and  (ilvor  taco, 

Thi«adlace, 


LfawMabonSt.M. 
KIka  of  all  klndi  esotpt  talMjr, 
Silk  handkerehkb. 
Silk  and  coiioa  volvotj, 
All  aorU  of  licml-drcH  fur  womMi,  N  capa, 
rilibou*,  flawan,  feoilicn,  and  liurliau.* 


As  an  example  of  the  proceedings  of  tlio  committee,  the  cose  of  Mr. 
Ebenezer  Puaderson  may  bo  cited.  This  person  was  a  man  of  good 
manners  and  education,  who  kept  a  school  upon  the  plain;  but  whose 
name  was  posted  through  the  town,  witli  tiie  cliarge  of  baring  repeatcdijr 
drank  tea,  and  being  questioned  about  it,  declared  tliat  ho  would  continue 
to  do  so.  He  said,  moreover,  that  Congress  was  an  unlawful  combina- 
tion, and  their  petition  to  hia  Miyesty  haughtj',  violent,  and  impcrlincnt, 
and  uttered  other  words,  indicating  disregard  of  the  Continental  ossom- 
tion.  The  committee  thereupon  ordered,  "  that  no  trade,  commerce,  deal* 
inga,  or  intercourse  whatever  be  carried  on  with  him,  but  that  he  ought  to 

•  At  WoodBtocb,  tho  nDD-imporlation  agnxtmant,  whicli  woi  voted  bj  tlio  diiicna, 
(Col.  I»rAet  Putnam  in  the  cbair,)  rejected  all  Imported  uliclcs  excopt  the  fbllowing, 
which  we  ma;  take  as  a  lilt  of  what  wars  considered  potitirenecesaiuiea,  thatoneooald 
not  decentlj  lire  without :  Blblca,  pina,  needles,  gunpowder,  lead,  flinta,  Qerman  Steal, 
apothecarj'a  drag*,  apicet,  and  window-glass. 
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be  held  as  unworthj  the  rights  of  freeman,  and  inimical  to  the  liberties 
of  his  coantrj."  This  had  the  desired  effect.  A  pablid  recantation  was 
made  by  Mr.  Punderson,  who  averred  that  he  was  sorry  for  what  he  had 
done,  and  would  drink  no  more  tea  until  the  use  should  be  fully  approved 
in  North  America ;  moreover,  that  he  would  no  more  vilify  Congress,  nor 
do  any  thmg  against  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  America. 

At  a  later  period,  however,  [August,  1777,]  the  estate  of  Mr.  Punder- 
8on  in  Norwich  was  confiscated,  the  Commissioners  stating  that  he  had 
left  the  town  and  ''joined  the  enemies  of  America."  Certain  property 
owned  in  town  by  William  Bayard  and  Charles  Ward  Apthorp  of  New 
York,  was  conGscated  at  the  same  time.  Tlie  height  of  land  east  of  the 
Shetucket,  still  known  as  Tory  Ilill,  was  a  part  of  this  confiscated  estate. 
We  are  not  aware  that  any  other  property  in  Norwich  was  sequestered  on 
account  of  toryism. 

Great  ex|ptions  were  made  about  tliis  time  to  establish  regular  posts, 
and  safe  transportation  lines  through  the  colonies.  Norwicli  was  not 
behindhand  in  this  business.  In  addition  to  tlie  regular  stage-route  to 
Providence,  individuals  were  engaged  to  ride  weekly  to  all  the  larger  cities 
in  the  vicinity,  convoying  letters,  papers,  memorandums,  and  small  bun- 
dles. No  elfective  system,  however,  was  established  in  concert  with  other 
parts  of  the  country,  till  l^farcli,  1774.  At  tliat  time,  Mr.  WiUiam  God- 
dard,  a  distinguished  printer  of  Baltimore,  arrived  in  town,  being  on  a 
tour  through  the  northern  colonies  to  engage  the  friends  of  liberty  to 
abolish  ''the  illegal  and  oppressive  parliamentary  post  office,  and  establish 
a  provincial  subscription  post."  Mr.  Groddard  held  a  conference  with 
some  of  the  citizens,  who  entered  readily  into  his  plans,  and  a  regular 
weekly  communicntion  was  forthwith  established  between  Norwich  and 
Boston,  for  which  £C0  per  annum  was  subscribed.  The  route  led  through 
Windhnin,  Pomfrct,  and  Mendon.  The  post  lefl  Norwich  on  Thursday, 
reached  Boston  on  Saturday,  and  started  the  next  Monday  for  Norwich 
again.     This  was  the  first  regular  post  between  the  two  places. 

New  London  was  at  this  period  the  regular  place  of  letter-delivery  for 
the  three  counties  of  New  London,  Windham,  and  Middlesex.  A  post- 
office  was  not  established  at  Norwich  till  1782. 

The  manufactures  of  the  place  were  daily  becoming  more  important. 
A  fulling-mill  with  a  dye-house  attached  was  established  by  Christopher 
Lelfingwcll  in  1770,  and  another  by  Simon  Huntington  in  1772;  choco- 
late mills  were  put  in  operation ;  pot  and  pearl  ashes  were  made  by  the 
calcination  of  plants,  and  a  pottery  for  moulding  stone  and  earthen  ware 
was  begun  at  Bcnn  Hill.  Another  important  enterprise  was  the  manu- 
facture of  cut  shingle-nails  from  old  iron  hoops,  which  was  commenced  in 
1772,  and  continued  during  tlie  war,  by  Edmund  Darrow.  This  naillery 
was  not  largo,  employing  only  from  four  to  six  hands,  but  was  a  great 
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convenience  to  the  community,  and  merits  notice  from  its  being  one  of  the 
first  attempts  in  this  country  to  make  nails  in  a  way  less  slow  and  tedious 
than  the  old  operation  of  hammering  tlicm  out  of  solid  iron. 

In  1778,  Mr.  Thomas  Harland,  from  London,  commenced  the  business 
of  dock  and  watch-making.  His  advertisement  stated  that  he  made  hor- 
ixontal,  repeating  and  plain  watches  in  gold,  silver,  metal  or  covered  cases; 
spring,  musical  and  plain  clocks ;  church  clocks  and  regulators.  Watch- 
wheels  and  fuzees  of  all  sorts  and  dimensions,  cut  and  finislied  upon  the 
shortest  notice,  neat  as  in  London,  and  at  the  same  price. 

Mr.  Harland  taught  a  number  of  apprentices,  who  established  them 
selves  in  other  places,  and  thus,  through  his  means,  the  business  became 
extensively  spread  in  the  surrounding  country.    This  very  ingenious  arti- 
san also  superintended  the  construction  of  the  first  fire-engine  owned  in 
Norwich.    This  was  in  1788. 

The  comb-making  business  was  established  in  1778,  by  Nibh  Hidden, 
near  the  meeting-house.  Mr.  Alvan  Fosdick  about  the  same  period  un- 
dertook the  manufacture  of  cards  at  Bean  Hill.  In  1780,  Nathaniel  Niles 
began  to  make  iron  wire  at  the  Falls,  connecting  also  witli  his  works  a 
card-factory,  and  inventing,  it  is  said,  his  own  peculiar  machinery. 

Other  artisans  who  made  their  appearance  at  this  stirring  period  were 
John  Page,  a  gunsmith  from  Preston,  England,  who  found  ready  employ- 
ment; Zurishaddai  Key,  a  tape-weaver  from  Manchester,  who  set  up  a 
tape-factory  at  the  Landing ;  and  Richard  Collier,  a  brazier  from  Boston, 
whose  foundry  and  sale-shop  was  nearly  opposite  Trumbull's  printing- 
office.* 

*  Warming-pans  woro  at  that  time  a  conspicuous  articlo  in  tbo  asdortmcnt  of  a  bm- 
■ier,  and  a  row  of  thorn  adorned  the  front  of  Collier's  shop. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 
Prbparimo  for  Ihdbpbhdbnob. 

TniiBB-rENCB  sterling  dutj  on  a  pound  of  tea !  What  a  mighty  far* 
ment,  leading  to  what  great  results,  this  little  tax  created  I  The  Act  was 
passed  in  17G7,  and  it  included  other  articles  to  he  taxed, — paper,  paints, 
glass,  &C., — hut  these  duties  were  soon  repealed,  leaving  tlie  three-pence 
on  tea,  as  the  assertion  of  the  principle  that  Parliament  had  the  right  to 
tax  the  Colonies,  and  this  assumption  could  not  he  admitted  hy  a  free 
people. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  1773,  the  pretended  sachem  of  Narragansett, 
^^Ok'nooker'tunkogog^  and  70  of  his  tribe,  emptied  842  chests  of  tea  into 
Boston  Harbor,  thousands  of  spectators  manifesting  their  joyful  acquies- 
cence in  the  destruction  of  the  Chinese  herb,  heretofore  so  highly  prized. 

A  circular  from  the  Boston  Committee  of  Correspondence,  dated  May 
18, 1774,  calling  for  coK)peration  in  resistance  to  the  oppressive  laws  of  the 
mother  country,  and  directed  to  the  selectmen,  or  principal  citizens  of  thfc 
various  towns,  met  every  where  a  cordial  response.  In  Norwich,  a  town 
meeting  suggested  by  tliis  communication  was  convened  by  the  selectmen, 
June  6th, 

"  To  tnko  into  consideration  the  melancholy  sitaation  of  our  civil,  constitutional 
Liberties,  Rights  and  Privilcgfos  which  arc  threatened  with  destruction  by  the  enemies 
of  his  Majesty's  happy  reign  and  goreramont  over  the  American  Colonies." 

The  citizens  at  first  assembled  in  the  court-house,  but  were  obliged  to 
adjourn  to  the  meeting-house  in  order  to  accommodate  the  large  concourse 
of  people  who  came  together.  The  lion.  Jabez  Huntington  was  chosen 
moderator,  and  a  series  of  patriotic  resolutions  drawn  up  by  Capt.  Joseph 
Trumbull  and  Samuel  Huntington,  Esq.,  were  passed,  almost  by  acclama- 
tion. 

In  transmitting  an  account  of  these  proceedings  to  the  Selectmen  of 
Boston,  Capt.  Trumbull  observes : 

"  Tou  arc  called  by  Providence  to  stand  foremost  in  the  contest  for  those  liberties 
wherewith  God  and  nature  have  made  us  free.  Stand  firm  therefore  in  your  lot,  and 
from  the  apparent  temper  of  our  people  we  can  assure  you  of  every  support  in  Um 
power  of  this  town  to  afford  you  in  the  glorious  struggle." 

*  See  newspapon  of  1773. 
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A  itMHnng  OommlttM  of  Corte^cndenoa  ivns  ut  tliis  i 
Kot 


Chpt.\nilluiiIIn1.1.Anl, 
Gift.  JoKph  Trntnbull. 


OoU  Bam^  In  Ub  eekbrmted  ■pettdi  in  Fit-HaniGnt  against  tlie  Slatnp 
Afl^  liad  called  the  AmericMU  Soni  of  liberty,  and  tliis  was  adopted  u 
tt«  tlUe  of  tbote  wfodntioiu  wUdi  wn«iir;pnizcd  tlirougli  tlio  coluiiici 
to  thW  Um  o^reasiTa  aoti  of  Kngtod.  In  Nnrwicli,  liowcvcr,  wo  fiod 
•aoinrtwineoflhiitalnmtiddntroiahogMgBto  Liberty  peraonified,  wliich 
-  wM  tbm  Mmnoa  in  the  oonntrf,  libar^  was  cberislied  as  a  principle, 
bat  not  mnlilpod  U  n  dtrii^.  Th«  bl|^ert  personiGcation  adopted  was 
calUng  thoir  nuignlfioent  pole  npoo  the  pbln,  Liberty  7We.*  Ncverlhe- 
leM,  ban  m  aboTbera,  patriotiem  wm  eradiniully  mahing  into  esu-emea 
of  i^aech  and  aotloa. 

Zq  oihnly  noQBiideTiiig  the  Berolntlonaij  jieriad,  wc  arc  aaiontshcil  at 
Um Tklaat  obnOitkiiii  of  paadon  wliicb  often  imnikcd  its  f i-o^ress.  Per- 
il^ vitbont  tiMae  deep  reTnUona  and  oroMUtlBgi  of  popokr  axoHt- 
nan^  our  independeaoa  woald  not  have  been  ao  readily  menredt  yet  Aa 
peiaonal  animoaitj  and  extrangaat  Titnperation  of  Ibe  pariod  ean  not  be 


Bpeadie^  letten,  eoM^  new^p^pen,  wen  fbll  of  oUoqoy  and  piifiiMl 
,npioad>.  Thejr  wen  doqnent  In  lailing,  calling  namea,  and  bcddh^  np 
caricaturea  to  be  ridiculed  and  domolishod.  The  notion  was  in  tnilh 
moved  to  its  lowest  doptlis ;  tlie  rude  and  ignorant  were  aronsed  to  a 
sturdjr  luid  bitter  fury,  while  towering  discontent  or  gloomy  resolution 
hung  npon  the  brows  of  the  well-instructed  and  true-hearted. 

No  set  of  men  were  more  generally  btifietcd  with  seom  and  ridicule 
than  "the  ajcophont  addressers  of  Governor  Hutchinson."  In  the  vilify- 
ing, damoraos  style  of  the  day,  they  were  called  "on  in&mous  gang  of 
villainB,"  "groaning  court-tools,"  "myrmidons  of  despotism,"  &c 

July  4,  1774,  Mr.  Francis  Green,  a  merchant  of  Boston,  who  was  one 
of  "  the  addressers  of  Hutcliinaon,"'}'  being  on  a  journey  into  Connecticut, 
in  order,  as  he  stated,  to  collect  debts  and  transact  some  private  busineaa, 
put  up  at  a  tavern  in  Windham.  This  gentleman  was  a  loyalist,  and  of 
course  obnoxious  to  the  Sous  of  Liberty,  who  affected  to  believe  that  he 

*  FoIm  wen  ei«ct«d  ia  manjr  plwo*,  and  dedicated  "  to  the  Immortal  Godden  Ub- 
trtj."  Dr.  Wsnea  Sd  liia  oration  of  Marcb  S,  177S,  addresaingbis  rollow-dliieni.ufM 
the  expnMton,  "  jw  adortd  Goddttt  Libtrtg." 

■  t  Fnuid*  Oreen,  Esq.,  gnduated  at  Harrnrd  College,  1760.  He  was  at  the  caplnro 
of  BsTana,1763i  died  at  Hedford,  April  81,  1809,  aged  S7.  He  was  antlior  of  an 
"Euay  on  Imparting  Speech  to  the  Deaf  and  Dnmh,"  printed  at  London  la  17113. 
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had  some  sinister  designs  in  this  joumej.  He  had  been  stigmatized  in 
the  patriotic  papers  as  ^  one  of  that  insidious  crew  who  fabricated  and 
signed  the  aduhitory  address  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  that  parricidal 
tool  of  despotism,  Thomas  Hutchinson."  The  patriots  of  Windham  were 
no  sooner  awnre  of  his  presence,  than  thej  proceeded  to  show  their  dis- 
pleasure. Assembling  early  in  the  morning,  Uiej  surrounded  the  tavenii 
uttering  shouts  of  insult  and  threats  of  exalting  him  upon  a  cart,  unless 
he  instantly  lefl  their  precincts.  This  he  did  without  delay,  being  fol- 
lowed with  hoots  and  execrations.  An  express  had  been  previously  des- 
patclied  to  Norwicli,  with  information  that  he  was  bound  thither.  The 
whole  town  was  moved  with  this  intelligence,  and  the  sexton  was  ordered 
to  give  notice  of  his  arrival  by  ringing  the  bell.  Mr.  Green's  carriage, 
thei'cforo,  no  sooner  stopped  at  Lnthrop's  tavern,  than  the  bell  rang  an 
alarm,  and  the  citizens  were  in  an  uproar. 

The  plain  was  soon  alive  with  the  concourse,  and  a  message  was  trans- 
mitted to  Mr.  Green,  giving  hitn  his  choice,  to  depart  in  fifteen  minutes, 
or  be  driven  out  cm  a  cart.  He  was  very  reluctant  to  go ;  pleaded  busi- 
ness ;  that  he  had  debts  in  town  to  collect ;  and  stepping  out  upon  the 
green,  nttcmi)tcd  to  address  the  pcoi>lc :  whereupon  Capt.  Simeon  Hunt- 
ington, a  very  stout  man,  collai*ed  htm  and  called  him  rascal  By  this  time 
a  horse  and  cart,  with  a  high  scaffolding  in  it  for  a  seat,  made  its  appear- 
ance, and  demonstrations  of  lifting  him  to  this  conspicuous  station  being 
made,  Mr.  Green  took  the  most  prudent  course,  entered  his  carriage,  and 
amid  shouts  and  hissings  drove  off;  a  part  of  the  populace  following  him 
with  drums  beating  and  horns  blowing,  till  he  was  fairly  out  of  their  pre- 
cincts. On  his  return  to  Boston,  Mr.  Green  issued  a  proclamation  and 
offered  a  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  any  of  the  ruffians  who  had 
forced  him  to  leave  "Windham  and  Norwich.     It  read  as  follows : 

One  IIundrbd  Dollars  Reward. 

WhorcAfl  five  Ruffians,  calling  tliemsclvcs  by  tho  names  of  Hozckiah  Bissoll,  Benja- 
min Latlirop,  Timothy  Laraby,  Elxsnczcr  Backus,  and  Nathaniel  Warren,  aided  and 
assisted  by  n  great  number  of  others,  did  (in  tho  night  of  the  4th  inst.  at  Windham, 
in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  a{:;ain  in  tho  morning  of  tho  &th  inst.)  in  a  lawless 
and  hoMtilc  manner  assault  tho  subscriber,  surrounding  the  liouso  in  which  he  was,  for- 
cibly entering  tho  same  and  intruding  themselves  into  his  particular  room,  endeavoring 
to  intimidate  him  by  throats,  from  tho  pursuit  of  his  lawful  and  necessary  business, 
menacing  to  seixe  him,  with  liis  papers,  bnggngo,  &c.  and  to  carry  him  off,  as  well  as 
intimating  that  liis  life  was  in  danger,  if  he  did  not  submit  to  their  illegal  demands,  of 
desisting  from  his  business,  and  of  immediately  quitting  the  said  town,  and  did  also 
presumptuously  interrupt  and  insult  him,  by  repeatedly  insisting  on  his  departure,  and 

Whereas,  (it  is  supposed  by  their  instigation,)  a  great  number  of  other  VUUunstaid 
Ruffiam,  0110  of  whom  called  himself  by  the  name  of  Simeon  Huntington,  did  also  in 
Uio  morning  of  tho  Cih  instant,  in  the  same  hostile  but  more  cowardly  manner,  sur- 
round, threaten,  assault  and  lay  violent  hands  on  the  lubscriber  at  Norwich,  in  said 
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B  quit  lifi  luwful  biuineii,  nod  depnrt  tlial  town, 
K  la  iha  cuUccliug  ot  dulitd  jUBlly  due  to  Lim,  otutruttiDg 
tte  b  Aa  MiteUBt  of  ■eeoaatii  ■nd  oihcr  imporuai  lianaactlona ;  (to  hit  grcal  <1ot- 
teMtaWbtfai7)tallllOpMiB(UB  life  in  danger;  And 

Wranu  np«M  ^ppBttioft  wu  mode  to  a  langlgcraiD  of  Norwich  afarcMiid,  for 
(bat  fmae&m  wIMi  mKJ  nI^mI  la  his  legal  busincM  is  cmitJed  to,  but  do  protec- 
doB  bdag  •hbw  aflbtdtd,  oAnd,  or  promised,— Tins  i«  tliorcforc  to  oITut  u  rcwaid  of 

OwBoaclred  DoUan, 
to  imj  pMtOB  iAd  llilll  gtn  mck  InTormation  of  the  aboro  meDEJoaed,  higli  liand«d, 
■ad  ndMlow  oShndaM,  HIbit  t)M7  Diay  tbereby  be  upptchendod  wilhia  tbia  proviace, 
■adbshlUtoaiwwarfcrtlMlrliillwauaaiiiduct,  lUu  kuidu  lo  b«  paid  on  llivir  convic- 
doMtf  '  li'SAMOIS  Gbebx. 

Bamaa,IwtjU,  17T4.* 

fDie  tmtamnt  lecdved  by  HJr.  Green  was  BtigmuUzeJ  bj  tlie  lories,  ua 
K  "TJolwit  cnlnga  from  a  pebilunt  mob."  The  patriols  called  it  "the 
BooJ,  deUberale  nmoiutnmee  tf  the  sons  or  rreeJom."  The  advertise- 
B«nt  wM  ft  Milyeot  of  merriment  lo  ihe  gooU  people  of  Nonvicli,  who 
npnUblMd  It  In  landbillii,  and  Imwked  it  ubout  town  with  a  i-uDoiug 


i^iAlmit  thb  lime  miburipdona  were  made  In  rarioni  lowaa  In  Oammfl 
n^  Ar  |ba  poor  ot  Boitoa.  NotwIbIi  lent  on  a  noble  donadan  of  191 
ibei^  and  afterwards  a  second  InsUll'inent  of  cash,  irbeal,  «0^^  ud  ft 
Book  ot  100  ibeep.  Tbls  libenilltr  was  greatljr  applauded  In  Ike  pob^ 
printo.  Samnel  Adams,  in  a  letter  to  the  Committee,  refenlnf  to  Ail 
^neroritj,  oboerrei :  "Tlie  part  which  tlio  Town  of  Norwich  takes  in 
this  itniggle  for  American  Liberty  ia  Inilj'  noble." 

The  tjrmpatbjr  felt  for  ihe  BosLonians  waa  yet  further  dlaplayeU  hj  the 
■pirit  manifested  in  September  of  this  year,  oa  the  receptioa  of  a  piece  of 
InlelligeDce,  which  proved  to  be  false,  of  a  rupture  belween  llicra  and  the 
royal  troops.  On  Saturday,  Sept.  SJ,  at  four  F.  If.,  an  express  arrived 
From  Col.  Israel  Putnam,  that  Boston  had  been  attacked  the  night  before, 
uid  six  of  the  citizens  killed.  This  was  but  a  nimor,  yet  it  caused  the 
g;reutest  consternation ;  the  citizens  assembled  around  Liberty  Ti'ce,  then 
iiiyoumed  to  the  court-house,  and  resolved  to  despatch  an  express  to 
Providence.  Mr.  Dnvid  Novins  volunteered  on  this  service,  ns  he  had 
in  many  similar  occasions,  and  departed  nt  eight,  P.  M.  On  Sunday 
morning,  464  men,  well  armed,  and  the  greater  part  mounted  on  good 
tiorses,  started  for  Boston,  under  the  command  of  Mtgor  John  Durkea, 
uid  rendezvoused  at  CapL  Bumham's  inn,  seven  miles  from  town.  Here 
itt  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  they  were  met  by  Mr.  Novins,  on  his  return  from 
Providence,  with  intelligence  that  the  report  was  without  foundation,— 
ipon  which  they  dispersed.     That  same  morning,  two  hundred  men,  well 
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armed  and  mounted,  left  Windham  at  sunrise,  and  had  proceeded  twen^ 
or  tliirty  miles  before  thej  learned  the  falsity  of  the  rumor.  The  people 
of  Colchester  were  attending  divine  service,  when  a  messenger  entered 
and  announced  the  report  that  Boston  had  been  attacked  bj  the  troops. 
The  minister  ^mmediatelj  suspended  the  service,  and  all  the  men  able  to 
bear  arms  equipped  themselves  and  marched.  It  was  supposed  that  up- 
wards of  20,000  men  from  this  colony  alone  were  on  the  march  to  Boston 
that  day. 

Tliis  false  alarm  had  for  its  foundation  a  real  aggressive  act  Greneral 
Gage  landed  a  body  of  troops  and  removed  the  military  stores  from 
Qiarlcstown,  together  with  two  field-pieces  from  Cambridge,  to  Castle 
William.  This  excited  a  tumult  in  Boston,  the  news  of  which,  distorted 
and  intensified  by  rumor,  was  delivered  verbally  by  a  hasty  messenger  to 
Col.  Putnam  at  Pomfrct.  Putnam  condensed  the  intelligence  in  a  des- 
patch to  Capt  Cleveland  in  Canterbury,  who  sent  it  on  by  express  to 
Major  John  Durkee  in  Norwich ;  the  latter  forwarded  it  to  New  London, 
from  whence  it  went  to  Lyme,  Saybrook,  and  East  Haddam, — ^the  same 
despatch  passing  on  with  its  various  endorsements,  and  arousing  the  coun- 
try to  arms. 

A  convention  of  delegates  from  New  London  and  Windham  counties 
met  at  Norwich  Sept.  8,  1774,  in  order  to  consult  upon  measures  for  the 
common  welfare.  The  result  of  their  proceedings  was  on  earnest  recom- 
mendation that  the  towns  should  supply  themselves  with  a  full  stock  of 
ammunition  and  military  stores, — that  all  oiUcers  and  soldiers  should  be 
well  armed  and  equipped, — that  men  should  be  collected  and  drilled,  and 
skill  in  the  art  of  war  should  be  cultivated.  Of  this  meeting  the  Hon. 
Gurdon  Saltonstall  was  chairman,  and  Col.  William  Williams  of  Lebanon, 
clerk. 

In  October,  the  General  Court  of  the  Colony  ordered  that  all  the  militia 
should  be  called  out  for  drill  twelve  half-days  before  the  next  May.  No 
regiment  of,  militia  had  at  this  time  ever  been  reviewed  east  of  Connecti- 
cut river ;  the  trainings  had  all  been  by  companies. 

There  was  no  regular  uniform  for  the  militia  of  the  State  at  that  period, 
nor  for  many  years  af\erward.  Rifle  frocks  and  overalls  were  much  worn, 
mostly  white  with  colored  fringes.  One  of  the  words  of  command  in  train- 
ing was,  '*  Blow  off  the  loose  corns ; "  and  before  and  afler  the  command 
to  "  Poise  arms,"  came  "  Put  your  right  hand  to  the  firelock," — "Put  your 
left  hand  to  the  firelock."  An  odd  kind  of  aspirate  was  sometimes  used 
after  a  command;  thus,  "Shoulder!  hoo!"  The  great  object  in  the 
exercises  then  was  to  make  the  soldier  familiar  with  his  gun ;  that  ho 
might  charge  quick  and  aim  sure.  Now  the  trainings  consist  much  more 
in  maneuvering,  wheeling,  marching,  d&c  Instead  of  firelock,  anm  is 
used. 
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At  a  Add  mlBw  b  Ibj,  177^  Nflnrich  Ittd  feor 


JoMph  Ckmr,  brifK. 

iMMGikwoUfKiMl^ 


4tt,  oc  Ohlbw  Oh— 0«HbaB  BiMd,  O^Mta. 


ThoHMTnptB 

*  TIw  miUtiK  «t  tlut  period  need  th«  En^Ub  eokin  i  ^^ibjli^  the  mm 
4  St  George  (-f )  in  a  field  of  red  or  bla^  and  Bametimn  te  «Mi  of 
3t  Andrew  (X)  united  with  it^(«),  in  reference  to  the  nmooof  Sn|^utd 
ind  Sootland.  AAer  the  tronblei  with  the  mother  oountij  ooBuncaoe^ 
it|)eeliani  were  made  to  thii  Btandatd,and  in  all  probabOI^  itWM  not 
UqdKTad  after  177^  It  ia  nid  that  oa  a  certain  tmhiing  di^,  the  utO- 
ntyeoa^aiir',  oompoaedof  ablemen  and  patriot!  ef  the  first  atanp,  bad 
norlded.lhemaelTei  with. a  banner  bearli^  the  armiand  noUoorOs 
Slate,  whOe  the  U^t  hiftntrr  perfimned  their  arolutlona  aa  hecetaAae 
mder  the  old  flag.  In  the  course  of  the  doy'a  oxorcisei,  being  on  n  march 
hrough  the  town  street,  the  artUlury  managed  to  confront  tlio  infuntrf, 
md  planting  tfadr  cannon  in  the  wuj,  rcfuseil  thorn  a  poasogo  unlcw  tlicj 
vould  Borrender  tlieir  standard.  After  some  parleying,  the  royal  ensign 
ras  lowered,  rolled  up,  and  never  used  again. 

In  the  autumn  of  1774,  the  General  Court  ordered  that  Xorwich  sliould 
nmpriae  the  20tli  regiment  of  infantry,  luid  appointed  Jcdidiali  Huntiug- 
on,  Colonel ;  Samuel  Abbott,  Lieut.  Colonel ;  and  Zabdiel  Rogers,  Mi\jor. 
rhese  officers  all  belonged  to  Norwich  town-ploL  CoL  Huntington  gave 
lotice  that  a  regimental  training  would  be  held  at  Norwich  on  the  first 
tfonday  of  the  next  May.  But  bcforo  that  lime  arrived,  n  great  part  of 
he  men  were  in  actual  service  near  Boston,  and  tho  review  was  retin- 
loished. 

When  the  flame  of  war  broke  forth  in  1775,  twenty-two  regiments  bad 
wen  organized  in  Connecticut.  In  1776  they  were  remodeled  and  Iwen^- 
Ive  regiments  formed,  and  of  tliesc  all  but  two  were  in  actual  service  for 
onger  or  shorter  terms  during  the  summer. 

In  October,  1776,  Ebenezcr  Huntington  and  Jedidiah  Ilydo  of  Norwich 
vere  commissioned  as  captains,  David  Nevins,  Simeon  Huntington  and 
Facob  DeWitt  lieutenants,  in  the  regular  army. 
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Such  was  iho  unanimitj  of  the  citizens,  that  through  the  whole  Bevo- 
lutionarj  struggle  their  proceedings  were  principally  town-wise.  They 
were  not  obliged  to  have  such  continual  recourse  to  the  committees  of  cor- 
respondence and  safety,  nor  to  invest  them  with  such  arbitrary  powers  as 
was  done  in  most  parts  of  the  country.  The  public  acts  were  all  munici- 
pal, the  dissenting  voices  few  and  weak,  and  very  little  change  took  place 
in  laws  or  officers.  The  town  was  an  independent  community,  actuated 
by  a  single  impulse,  swayed  only  by  a  Gh>vemor  whom  they  loved,  and  a 
Congress  which  they  revered. 

March  28, 1775.  In  full  town  meeting  the  following  resolution  was 
passed: 

"  WhcroM  nambcrs  of  ponoiu  nro  remoTing  from  tho  town  of  Boston  to  this  phioe 
and  others  maj  remoTo: — ^Yoted,  that  thia  town  reqaest  the  Belect-men  and  committeo 
of  {nipection  to  take  effectaal  care  that  none  of  the  addreesers  to  Got.  Ilatchinson  or 
any  others  who  hare  OYidonccd  themselres  to  be  inhnical  to  tho  common  cause  of 
America,  ho  admitted  or  BafTorod  to  reside  in  this  town,  unless  thej  shall  produce  a 
proper  certificate  from  the  Prorincial  Congress  that  thoy  have  altered  their  conduct  in 
ioch  a  manner  as  to  giro  full  satisfaction/' 

Among  the  persons  alluded  to  in  the  above  preamble,  who  at  this  time 
removed  their  families  to  Norwich,  where  Uiey  remained  till  after  the 
evacuation  of  Boston  by  the  British,  and  some  of  them  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  war,  the  names  of  Uubbard,  Greene,  Phillips,  Quincy,  How 
and  Dorr  have  been  preserved. 

Mr.  How  was  the  pastor  of  the  South  Cliurch  in  Boston,  and  had  for- 
merly preached  in  Norwich. 

Deacon  Phillips  occupied  tho  Arnold  house.  He  was  one  of  the  soUd 
men  of  Boston,  and  his  family  came  on  in  a  coach  with  out-riders.  The 
family  of  Josiah  Quincy,  tho  Boston  Patriot,  came  with  them ;  Mr.  Quincy 
himself  being  then  absent  on  a  mission  to  England.* 

The  Hubbards  and  Greenes  had  connections  in  Norwich,  and  it  was 
natural  that  they  should  remove  to  these  well-known  and  retired  scenes. 
Capt  William  Hubbard  took  the  house  that  had  been  long  known  as  that 
of  Col.  Ilczckiah  Huntington,  then  recently  deceased,  and  several  of  his 
Boston  relatives,  both  Greenes  and  Hubbards,  resided  with  him  till  the 
siege  was  raiscd.f 

♦  The  Into  Josinh  Quincy,  President  of  Ilnrrard  College,  in  conrersation  with  a 
gentlemnn  from  Norwich,  said  that  he  distinctly  remembered  some  of  the  circumstan- 
ces connected  with  this  romoral,  though  he  was  but  three  years  old  at  the  time. 

t  It  is  rolntcd  tlint  when  Mrs.  Grocne  and  her  young  daughter  roturoed  to  Boston, 
Zacchnry,  a  fnitliful  Indian  runner,  made  one  of  the  retinue,  carrying  the  child  upon 
his  shoulders  in  a  hnskot  which  depended  from  a  brond  strap  around  tho  head  in  tmo 
aborigiiinl  Rtylo.  This  was  doubtless  the  cosiest  modo  in  which  tho  child  could  be  con- 
veyed to  such  a  distance 
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■  K^or  Don  of  Bodo^  while  tMiylnt  at  Norwidi  with  bia  fainilj,  was 
iMBiliMitad  bjr  WMhingtoB  m  coa  of  Orce  comuissioncn  wlio  were  op^HI 
pomled  to  view  die  bubor  of  New  Lgodon,  an4  select  the  most  cUgiliH^^I 
plaee  lor  ft  fertiScatiaB.  ~| 

From  other  pleeet  aiao,  the  popahttoB  of  Honrfch  was  augmented  la 
theee  troiitded  limm.  Hie  M^ih— t  eiBe  fioB  Newport,  Uie  Moore 
&mOj  from  New  T«k|  Oi^it.  Joe^  Ooit  nd  Busaell  Uubbord  froiu 
Hew  IioodoB ;  end  doahdem  menj  firam  odwr  phwe,  that  Uave  not'beett 

Hu  atteotkn  of  dte  lAola  mimtiy  wu  at  tUe  time  turned  tcwanU 
BoMDo.    IV  Nonrieh  Pw^et  was  nSa  widt  ndi  remarks  as  these :  

"BaMMliNOwndMadtoa«ataim^cifata,MgwMitapartHl«na«.    Uh*  a 
BMT  piMe  of  MdBMM,  di^ay  <k(|«l  fcr  Ae  tiM  of  ta  Ma«Ai  «•  H 
MtntiM  to  lMa(lli«MnlMlax^adM,iHpaadii«owMtntiKH 
wtah«itwmbBatwWidiMdUban«ck,ar  weoa  fow  tfce  a^wn  toihilf  yml 

■"!!>»  MoAtit  lip  of  BwtoekMwtonailftelidarfK—iMiffatitmefaa 

HMatMmt  ■Irndr  Bma  Ii%h  u  Nnr  Toik,  FUladdpUa,  Md  A*  MrtkMK  mn^  eat 
""j-^ -^ "^ '--  nr irnitna.  It  mif  nnnMtw  ■  iia  nf  IrniMii  " 

t -Tbe oxplodoo w^ted fiv In radi dread  ni^woa^ at  leagth fanke apoM 
Oe  lead.  The  balde  i^  Lezhigtoa  cmnmeneed  earij  oa  Wedaaed^ 
Monliig,  April  19dL  Qor.  Thutbnll  was  in  Norwich  when  the  aew* 
Ant  airifed,  wkidi  wai  fat  the  afteniooa  of  the  next  day.*    Tha  tmtt 

wen  greatlj  ezaggeralcd  and  tlie  public  lympnthy  htglilj  escilod.  Mr. 
NoTins,  with  his  usual  promptness,  ugnin  mountetl  and  prcKecdcd  to  Frov- 
ideoce  after  correct  information,  returning  on  Saturday  erening.  Hand- 
bills were  immediately  struck  off  and  dispeised  through  the  town  before 
daybreak  the  next  morning. 

It  is  interesting  to  trace  the  course  of  intelligenee  flying  ttirough  the 
eonntry  at  dial  period,  and  in  this  cose  we  have  the  means  of  noting  the 
points  Kccarately.f 

J.  Palmer,  one  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  Watertown,  at  10  o'clock 
on  that  memorable  day,  April  19lh,  sends  forward  Israel  Bissell  on  a 
swift  horse,  with  a  despatch  to  CoL  Foster  at  Brookfield,  stating  that  *'the 
British  have  landed  two  brigades,  have  already  killed  6  men,  and  wounded 
4  others,  and  are  on  their  march  into  the  country."  Bissell  is  charged  to 
alarm  the  people  as  far  as  the  Connecticut  line.  At  Worcester,  Nathan 
Balding,  town  clerk,  takes  a  copy  of  the  despatch  and  forwards  it  to  Daniel 
Tyler,  Jr.,  of  Brooklyn,  Cu,  who  sends  it  by  express  to  Norwich,  where  it 
arrives  in  the  afternoon  of  the  20tb. 

•  StOMt'i  Life  of  Tnunbull,  p.  ITS. 

1  Hswipsper  eztm  and  prirale  dwamentt. 
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Earlj  the  next  morning  another  express  with  later  news  arrives.  This 
is  from  Ebenezer  Williams  at  Pomfret,  to  Col.  Obadiah  Johnson  at  Can- 
terbury, who  forwards  it  to  Jedidiah  Huntington.  It  contains  the  startling 
news  that  50  of  our  people  are  killed  and  150  of  the  regulars, — that  is, 
''as  near  as  thej  could  determine  when  the  express  came  awaj." 

On  the  22d,  Mr.  Nevins  returned  with  more  correct  accounts  by  way  of 
Providence^ 

On  the  23d,  (Sunday,)  at  9  o'clock  in  the  evening,  an  express  arrived 
from  Woodstock,  with  despatches  for  the  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
and  a  ccrti6ed  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Putnam,  dated  at  Cambridge, 
April  22d,  evidently  written  under  deep  excitement,  calling  for  immediate 
supplies  of  troops  and  provisions.  The  shades  grow  darker  with  each 
account,  and  Putnam  represents  the  invading  enemy  as  perfectly  barba- 
rian, burning  houses,  <*  killing  children,  and  putting  the  muzzle  of  the  gun 
into  the  mouths  of  sick  people  not  able  to  move,  and  blowing  their  heads 
to  pieces."* 

Volunteers  were  now  almost  daily  departing  for  the  army  at  Cambridge, 
in  squads  of  two,  three,  and  four,  and  regularly  organized  companies  were 
not  far  behind.  In  April,  1775,  the  Legislature  ordered  six  regiments  to 
be  enlisted  and  equipped  without  delay.  The  term  of  enlistment  was 
seven  months.  These  regiments  were  raised  by  volunteers  from  the  reg- 
ular militia  almost  with  a  rush.  In  May,  a  company  of  100  from  Nor- 
wich, enlisted  and  accoutercd  under  the  superintendence  of  the  veteran 
Durkce,  Icfl  for  the  scene  of  action  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Joshua  Hunting- 
ton.    These  were  annexed  to  Col.  Putnam's  regiment. 

This  company  departed  May  23d,  and  that  same  night  a  company  from 
Saybrook  arrived  and  encamped  on  the  plain,  marching  early  on  the  24th. 
On  the  25(11,  Capt.  Coit's  company  from  New  London  passed  through  the 
town,  hastening  forward,  impatient  to  face  the  foe. 

A  company  went  from  Preston  nearly  at  the  same  time,  under  officers 
that  all  rose  during  the  war  to  the  rank  of  majors  and  colonels :  Edward 
Mott,  captain  ;  Benjamin  Tliroop  and  Jeremiah  Halsey,  lieutenants ;  Na- 
than Peters,  ensign. 

Early  in  June,  a  second  company,  raised  and  drilled  in  the  town-plot  at 
Norwich,  marched  for  Boston,  and  was  annexed  to  the  6th  regiment,  com- 
manded by  Col.  Parsons.  Samuel  Gale,  captain ;  Josiah  Baldwin  and 
Elislia  Lee,  lieutenants ;  David  Nevins,  ensign. 

Two  additional  regiments  were  raised  in  the  eastern  part  of  Connecti- 
cut in  July,  under  Colonels  Jonathan  Latimer  of  New  London  and  Jedi- 
diah Huntington  of  Norwich.  Rev.  John  Ellis  of  the  West  Farms  was 
chaplain  of   Huntington's  regiment,  and  Philip  Turner  surgeon.     Two 


*  TlicBo  ntrocitioA  wcro  then  carrently  reported,  but  the  British  ofBccra  indignantly 
denied  tlmt  any  such  were  perpetrated. 
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ownpwriet  imt  ftvn  Norwid^  oonanaded  by  Asa  Kiagsbur;  nn<l  Jgscph 
Jnntt. 

FUmm  I<|nMa  Imej,  Mm  of  Dr.  JBSAa  Tkwj,  wu  wrfp  b  *"-j- 
UnT*!  flon^May,  and  ftToong  ntn  cf  gtwt  aUU^  and  pnnin.  Ha  diad 
at  Bozbmy  dniiig  the  rieegs  of  BoMoo,  baftn  bs had attidind  tta^pflf 
twtulj4M  jofcrit 

Qft.  Jewatt  WH  Ma-fai4ftw  to  Dr.  ThoBpHhn  Bogara.  '  Ha  ma  takaa 
pcimar  at  Vlaaah,-Aag.  81»  1778)  ud  bariMKRi^  abfai  vWi  Ui  am 
.  awnd  aftar  ha  liad  anncodend. 

A^aztofthawncraitifcii^atBanker'aHin.  M^for  DuAarfb  aoaa> 
pai9',  Ib  dia  ntnat  fhm  dwDoe,  aooorilsg  to  tibo  ooBuoiHaiT^  njmi^  loil 
twen^  gam  and  fiv^  blanlula. 

,.lhaae  re^nwota  pawad  dw  aezt  wintar  oa  Pnq^  and  ObWiSBIt 
pnarii^  tiba  doga  of  Boatoo.  Thej  wwa  iniiaAmd  to  Nov  ToA  la 
UmAt  waraengagad  in  tho  Uttlea  at  BrooUjn  and  HaadeaHeli^i 
oodnnd  all  tha  hardihipt  of  tho  retnat  thrau^  the  3tmy»,  and  fln^ 
at  Gtennantowi^  betbre  their  teim  o(  aervioe  azpirad.  Jfin?  of  Uwoe 
tat  Tafantean  aerred  during  tlie  whole  war,  gradnaQy  aeqniilag  aa  iMtt- 
Ondda  niok  and  r^DtatlOD  in  the  aimj. 

y),i;hB  peat  mnnber  of  Tofamlaen  enUithig  Into  Ae  OmtlnaBlal  atrrloak 
lift,  te.niUtIa  ranks  eoani^  and  inefflcfaot.'  In  Ootobo-,  177^  the  MA 
ni^BHot  waa  oidttod  to  take  porilka  at  Sja^  fer  Aa  deftoea  of  Iha  Slala. 
'  A  ntsm  of  Aa  ze^montal  nil,*  tho  fiiat  we^  aftw  Oair  aninl  at  Bj% - 
(Oat,  llA,)  ihowa  olanD  oompanSea  proMn^  but  no  one  ecM^aay  with 
more  than  SS  privates.  Bfi^'or  Zabdiol  nogen  wu  in  oommand  of  the 
rogUnont,  and  tho  captaina  wero  Jacob  and  Joseph  Poriiins,  '^Vlionl,  Jolm- 
BOD,  Stephfliu,  Wight,  Waterman,  Lathrop,  Brewster,  LefBogwdl,  and 
HoCall.    Total  on  duty,  176. 

The  roUowing  order  from  Washington  to  Colonel  Sogers,  who  was  then 
with  his  regiment  at  Bye,  has  been  preserved  :\ 

Oct  11, 1776. 
Sib.  Ton  sra  horaby  raquoalod  to  moko  tlia  but  itnnd  you  eaii  witli  tlio  Tnra|w 
nndsr  yoar  eommuiil  aguinit  Eho  Enamy,  who  I  am  Infomied  ara  advnnccd  thia  morn- 
ing on.  MAmuoDok,  and  Ivill  aiioon  aa  pouiblo  onlor  ft  party  to  attack  lliamin  flank 
of  which  yon  atiall  Im  fully  Infbrmcd  in  proper  timD. — Bo  cuntloui  of  moniioniug  ihft 
dwign.    I  am  yonr  moat  obadiont  aemuit, 

Q.  WASHINGTON.    ' 

•  FtsMTTed  in  HS. 

t  The  original  ii  in  the  poiMaiion  of  Miu  OliTia  Tylar,  a  great-grand-duighter  of 
Col.  Bogeri.    Only  the  algnatnm  i>  In  thettand  of  Waahingtoii. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 
BiBDB-BTB  View  or  A  Sokmb  im  NoRWion.    1775. 

SurrosR  it  to  bo  tlint  Sunday  in  Juno  ^'liich  succeeded  the  battle  of 
Banker  Hill.  It  is  10  o'clock,  and  the  second  bell  has  just  commenced 
ringing.  Tlie  inhabitants  are  gathering  slowly  and  solemnly  to  the  house 
of  worship.  From  Bean  Hill  come  a  throng  of  Backuses,  Hydes,  Rog^ 
erses,  Wlieats,  Tracys,  Watermans,  Griswolds.  Here  and  there  is  a  one- 
horse  chaise,  almost  large  enough  for  a  bed-room,  square-bottomed,  and 
studded  with  brass  nails,  looking  something  like  a  chest  of  drawers  or  an 
antique  book-case  on  wheels.  Doctor  Theopliilus  Rogers  and  his  wife 
Penelope  occupy  one  of  these  vehicles.  M^'or  Zabdiel  Rogers  holds  in 
his  impatient  charger  to  keep  pace  with  them.  The  brothers  ThomaSi 
with  tlicir  families,  join  the  downward  train. 

Those  stout-looking  men  on  horseback,  with  women  and  children  upon 
pillions  behind,  are  reputable  farmers  from  Waweekus  and  Plain  Hills* 
Tliat  young  man  with  such  erect  form  and  attractive  countenance,  is  Dr. 
Elihu  Marvin,  unconscious  Ihat  he  alone  of  nil  this  population  is  to  be  Uie 
victim  of  a  future  pestilence,  that  will  nearly  desolate  a  neighboring  city. 
Tliat  one  with  the  staid  demeanor  and  grave  aspect,  whose  hair  is  already 
silvered  with  ngc,  is  Deacon  Griswold,  destined  to  live  nearly  to  tlie  con- 
fines of  another  century. 

Farther  down,  the  stream  is  increased  by  the  families  of  the  philan- 
thropic Dr.  Elislia  Tracy  and  Dr.  Philip  Turner,  the  surgeon,  and  Elisha 
Hyde,  an  enthusiastic  young  attorney,  and  Mr.  Billy  Waterman  and  Mr. 
Jo.  Waterman.  Many  of  the  foot-people  have  turned  off  by  the  willow 
tree,  and  ascending  the  rocks,  proceed  by  a  rude  pathway,  once  the  beaten 
road  that  led  to  the  ancient  meeting-house  upon  the  hill ;  others  pursue 
their  way  through  the  town  street,  winding  under  the  eaves  of  precipitous 
rocks  till  they  reach  the  church. 

But  see,  from  opposite  quarters  are  advancing  the  Lathrops,  Hunting- 
tons,  LeflTingwells,  Tracys,  Adgates,  Blisses,  Reynoldses,  Baldwins,  PeckS| 
Trumbulls,  &c.  Dudley  Woodbridge,  clerk  of  the  conunittee  of  inspec- 
tion, is  a  conspicuous  personage.  Samuel  Tracy  is  accompanied  by  his 
wife  Sybil,  and  his  young  family.    Deacon  Simon  Huntington  is  here  in 
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pnrcl/  widi  a  stair.     Ton 
Biq^  Ma  aOtet  bkd  in  white  wigl^  loaia  tvB  or  kix  in  ail     Dr.  Daniel 
I«tbrop  mm  ooe:  h«  ridn  to  i 
inftoi^— hto  digidaed  wnmiwiinn,  tte  dn^rtar  df  Got.  lUeett.  rillii« 
bjhbfidb 

Then  eooM*  Oie  HnkSvand  Honliiigtoii,  JB^aTOa  SqporiorOoMt 
■adneaallr  elected  nemberof  the  Onntinentol  Oeafftm,witkhk  irtfc 
and  Ibdr  adopted  duldnn.  There  too  b  die  [mtrfotic  Qen.  Jabea  Haa^ 
iagloa^aiid  thoae  of  lui  aonawhom  the  Lexingtoa  wai'crj  haaaat  jak 
eaUad  to  iha  AM,  and  the  bmOf  of  lbs  bto  Hon.  HoMUah  HwaHaghiiv 
and  Benjamin  Hontingtoo,  the  watHkj  patriot  and  deik,  and  oAer  Haa^ 
higtom  and  LaUirapa  and  IVa^  innninenUe. 

Hie  name*  of  Fanning  Townaead  and  Ouponter  have  tbeir  represeal- 
athea  here.  Selh  Uiner,  Jdies  Peikina,  SUaa  Qoodell,  Dr.  Jonatlian 
Uanh,  JcaM  Brown,  will  be  in  tlitir  eoitamaiT  seats.  Aaron  Clcvi^land, 
a  deep  thinker  t  William  Hobbard,  with  large  heart  and  open  1>and ;  Wil- 
liam Pitt  Tamer,  the  wit  and  HiTmesteri  the  printen^  Itobcrleon,  Trum' 
bun,  Spooner  t  the  Hoi^uis,  Boahnelli,  and  Starrs,  fitan  llie  Great  Plain, 
—tU  aiaamble  at  tlie  sonnd  of  the  cbnrch-coing  bell. 
,  -.AiOfrnd  the  Plain,  ererj  tbraahoU  seems  to  l>e  simnltaoeoos^  eroaseti 
fpw  two  tarenii  kept  hj  Azariab  Lathrc^  and  Joeej^  Pedc  poor  forth  a 
'  goodlj  Biimber.  Mr.  Ben.  Batier  and  his  fiunilf  and  Kr.  Joseph  Quew 
are  ooming  np  en  ooe  dde,  and  If  r.  EII7  Iiord  and  liis  two  dangfaten  an 
joit  pasilin  the  eoartJuMse.  And  see,  the  parsonage  door  opou^  and  th« 
▼enendrls  pastor  comes  forth,  and  slowly  walks  to  ibe  chorch  and  up  the 
broad  aisle,  tottering  na  lio  ascends  llio  pul[iit  stairs.  IIow  reverend  are 
the  ourls  of  tlut  white  wig!  The  very  wig  which  ho  wore  some  twenty 
years  previous,  when  tlio  old  Rogercne  so  abusively  followed  him  into 
meeting,  exclaiming:  "Benjamin!  Benjamin!  dost  tbou  tliink  that  they 
wear  white  wigs  in  heaven  I "  And  again :  "  Benjamin  I  tliou  art  a  siniier  I 
thoa  wearest  a  while  wig  I " 

Below  the  pulpit,  in  the  brood  aisle,  are  chairs  and  cushioned  bcnehea, 
where  a  few  old  people  siL  The  gallery  ia  filled  with  the  young,  und  with 
a  choir  of  singers,  which,  though  mainly  made  up  of  young  people,  have 
several  grave  men  and  women  for  llieir  leaders. 

The  services  commence ;  the  sermon  contains  many  pointed  allusions 
to  the  critical  state  of  affairs,  and  eyes  sparkle  and  hearts  tlirob  as  the 
pastor  sanctifies  the  cause  of  liberty  by  mingling  it  with  the  exercises  of 
religion,  and  justifies  resistance  to  oppression  by  arguments  from  scripture. 
Just  as  the  sermon  is  finished,  a  loud  shout  is  heard  upon  the  plain,  the 
trampling  of  a  hurried  horse,  an  outcry  of  alarm,  which  brings  the  audi- 
ence upon  their  feet!  uproar  enters  the  porch,  the  bell  is  violently  rung, 
Hvenl  persons  rush  into  the  body  of  the  church,  and  amid  the  confusion 
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nothing  can  be  heard,  but  ^  A  battle !  a  battle  has  taken  place  on  Bunker 
Ilill !  The  British  are  beat  I  Hurrah !  hurrah ! "  The  meeting  is  broken 
up  amid  noisy  shouts  of  ''  Huzza  for  Boston !  Huzza  for  Liberty ! "  The 
audience  rush  out  upon  the  plain,  and  gather  round  the  panting  courier ; 
his  despatches  are  rend  aloud ;  rejoicing  and  indignation,  patriotism  and 
military  fire,  hatred  of  British  tyranny  and  defiance  of  British  power, 
take  the  place  of  those  quiet,  devotional  feelings,  with  which  they  assem- 
bled together. 

That  night,  bells  were  rung,  cannons  were  fired,  bonfires  blazed  far  and 
wide,  and  tlie  Tree  of  Liberty  was  decked  with  triumphant  devices.  En- 
listments too  were  begun,  arras  were  bumishcd,  addresses  made,  and  tones 
insulted ;  nor  even  by  tlicse  and  a  hundred  other  exuberant  demonstra- 
tions of  excited  feeling,  could  the  agitated  minds  of  tlic  people  be  scarcely 
appealed. 

Among  tlie  audience  that  day,  was  a  poor  German  basket-maker  named 
John  IVIalottc,  a  deserter  from  the  English  army  that  took  Canada,  some 
few  years  before,  who,  wandering  through  tlie  wilderness,  had  come  down 
into  (ho  northern  part  of  Norwich,  and  tliere  pursued  the  humble  occupa- 
tion which  he  followed  in  his  native  land,  before  he  had  been  impressed  as 
a  soldier,  and  sent  away  to  fight  the  battles  of  a  foreign  power.  He  was 
at  this  time  but  a  spectator  of  the  enthusiasm  of  others,  but  he,  too,  loved 
liberty ;  he  treasured  up  the  scene,  and  more  than  forty  years  afterwards 
described  it  for  the  amusement  of  a  child,  in  such  vivid  colors  that  the 
above  picture  is  but  a  remembered  transcript  of  his  recollections. 

Undoubtedly  there  were  some  among  the  audience  who  did  not  cordially 
sympathise  with  these  patriotic  proceedings,  and  would  therefore  be  stig- 
matized as  torios  and  gniniblctonians.  The  brothers  llobcrtson,  printers 
of  the  Norwich  Packet,  were  perhaps  of  this  number.  We  may  join  with 
them  Mr.  Thomas  LelTingwcll  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Butler,  both  men  of 
talent  and  respectability,  who  remained  loyal  to  the  king  during  the  whole 
contest.  TJioy  were  of  course  exposed  to  many  insults,  public  and  pri- 
vate, prosecuted,  imprisoned,  threatened  with  the  skimmerton,  and  their, 
goo<ls  impressed. 

Mr.  Butler  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  in  177G,  on  a  charge  of  "de- 
faming the  Honorable  Continental  Congress."  His  trial  came  on  before 
the  Superior  Court  at  New  London,  and  the  fact  being  proved,  ho  was 
prohibited  from  wearing  arms,  and  declared  incapable  of  holding  oflice. 

iVIr.  Butler  regarded  this  sentence  with  indifference.  He  was  a  man  of 
strong  sense  and  original  humor,  and  his  company  was  much  sought  afler 
on  tliat  account.  He  died  of  a  lingering  disease  in  the  year  1787.  A 
few  ycai-s  before,  while  in  good  health,  he  had  selected  a  sapling,  to  liavo 
his  coflin  made  of  it  when  it  should  grow  large  enough ;  but  finding  that 
it  increased  too  slowly,  he  had  tlie  coffin  constructed  of  othccwood,  and. 
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kept  for  ft  long  time  tbis  affecting  mctncnlo  of  liia  end  conBlnntly  in  hh 
obamber.  As  be  pined  awaj,  be  would  rreqotaitlj  put  his  bands  npon  bis 
knees  and  mj,  "See  how  the  nmllets  growl"  He  lies  interred  in  the 
Norwich  gnro-Tard ;  his  wife  Diademn,  and  liia  two  dauglilers,  Xtoanmond 
and  Minerva,  repose  by  his  side.  "Alas, poor  human  noturel"  is  theez- 
preasiTe  motto  engraved  bj  his  own  direction  npon  his  head-atone.* 

CoL  £leaaar  Fitch,  whose  hMne  was  in  Lebanon,  but  who  was  inti- 
mately connected,  sociallj  and  in  the  waj  of  business,  with  Norwich,  was 
also  B  noted  tojaliat.  He  had  served  in  the  French  war  under  British 
offlcera,  and  was  devotedlj  attached  to  the  Ung's  service.  He  tbereftwe 
rensted  tlie  uprising  In  &vor  of  liberty,  and  went  into  exile,  settling  at 
St.  John's,  New  Brunswick.  The  wives  of  four  dtisens  of  Norwich,  vix., 
Ebeneser  Backus,  Erastus  Backus,  £benezer  Whiting  and  Hesckinh 
Perkins,  were  bis  daughters. 

A  little  later  in  the  same  season,  Norwich  Green  witnessed  another 
Sabbath  excitement  growing  out  of  tlie  conflict  that  had  cammem^.  On 
the  6th  of  August,  177S,  a  courier  arrived  in  the  midst  of  divine  scrvioe, 
and  proclaimed  in  the  meeting-house  porch  lIuU  lliree  men-of-war  and 
eleven  transports  had  appeared  in  the  Sound,  and  were  plj'ing  near  Fisb- 
er*!  Island,  just  opposite  New  London  harbor,  Tlie  exercises  ceased,  tho 
oongregaUon  rushed  fortli,  and  in  tUo  course  of  an  hour  a  throng  of  Mo- 
bodied  men  were  on  their  wnj  to  New  Ijondoiii  prepared  to  assist  In 
repelling  an  attack  if  tiny  sliould  be  made 

It  proved  lo  bo  a  fonifritig  cxpvdilion  nun!  out  by  the  Krilisli,  wlio  then 
occupied  noston.  Tlie  onemy  ilvslriiycil  nil  llic  elii|ipin{r  llinl  cnniti  in 
Ihoir  way,  plundered  l''iiilii:i''a  Isliind  and  Uie  nuigliboiiiig  coiiiit  of  Lung 
Island  of  their  slock,  and  depnrteJ. 

*  Minerva  Dcnison,  the  uriro  of  Commodon:  Jolm  Roilgcn,  wni  a  grnni1-i1nii{{li(cr 
«r  Mr.  Butler.  8ha  waa  born  at  Norwiih  in  IT84.  Tlic  |>rcaciit  Coiiimmloru  Joliii 
Bogon,  U.  S.  v.,  n  bcr  son. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 
KoRWicn  DURiKo  TUB  Sf.vrn  Years  War  for  Lidbrtt.    1775-1783. 

In  Novcinlwr,  177r»,  Dr.  Honjnmin  Glnircli  was  sent  by  Gen.  Wash- 
ington under  .1  Mmng  pmrd  to  (Sov.  Trumbull  at  Lebanon,  with  an  oixlcr 
from  Congrp.-'.s  (bat  b(;  sbouM  "be  dosely  confined  in  sonic  secure  gaol  in 
C'oinic'cticut,  without  pen,  ]»n|)er,  or  ink,  and  tbat  no  |K*r8on  should  be 
nllowetl  to  iH)nvcrsc  witb  him,  except  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  a 
inn;ris(r.ale  or  a  sberifT  of  (be  county  where  he  sbould  be  confined,  and  in 
(bc»  Kii;;lish  but^u:i(Tc%  until  furtlier  orders." 

<«ov.  Tnnnbull  directed  tbnt  be  sbould  be  kept  in  custody  at  Norwich, 
in  cb:n*;:;i;  oi*  Pi-ospcr  Wot  more,  sberiff  of  New  London  county.  Here 
he  w:i9  detained  during  tbe  winter  in  strict  and  cheerless  seclusion.  Mr. 
Kdgerton,  the  gaoler,  was  directed  to  build  a  high  picket  fence  around  the 
prison,  and  even  within  this  inclosure  Dr.  Church  was  not  permitted  to 
walk  but  once  a  week,  and  then  with  the  sheriff  at  bis  side.  This  was 
harsh  discipline  to  a  man  accustomed  to  a  luxurious,  independent  style  of 
living. 

Dr.  Church  was  a  Boston  i)hysicinn  of  considemble  literary  ability,  who 
had  written  songs  and  delivered  orations  in  favor  of  American  liberty,  and 
bad  been  a  member  of  (he  Provincial  Congress  in  1774.  He  was  an 
a>.«oeiate  of  Warren  and  other  patriots;  but  in  September,  1775,  a  letter 
written  by  Jiim  in  eii>her  to  his  brother  in  Boston  was  intercepted  and  the 
contents  found  to  be  of  a  ehanieter  so  que^stionable  that  he  wjis  aiTcsted 
and  tried  for  holding  a  treasonable  corresj)ondence  with  the  enemy.  The 
letter,  though  it  contain<*d  no  imsitive  treason,  seemed  to  emanate  from 
one  who  was  feeling  his  way  to  treachery  and  dishonor. 

Dr.  Church  was  kept  in  Norwich  until  the  27th  of  May,  1776,  when 
by  order  of  Congress  he  wa:^  sent  to  AVatertown,  Mass.  About  the  same 
linu;  he  obtained  permissiofi  to  retire  to  the  AVest  Indies,  but  the  vessel  in 
which  he  embarked  was  never  heard  of  afterwards. 

Norwich  and  some  other  (owns  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  remote 
from  (h(»  seacoast,  wtne  oficn  charged  with  the  safe-keeping  of  tories  and 
odicr  pris()n(.*rs  of  war.  lt(Mns  like  the  following  may  bo  gathered  from 
nc\vsj)apei*s  and  public  records :        <► 
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nktl,IT77.  hhiI..aiUMMBiq.orN«wTwfc.MiaMdMataiTMBdf«Uh. 
mi  nImmA  OH  bk  parak  III  ntm  OB  raqMM  of  Oi  Oarcmoc  nd  OmmI. 

Xb  AogMl,  1776,  the  iherifr  icmored  from  New  Loodon  to  Vtmttm 
tmatj  peiMOt  smttod  In  Albany  ftr  tarjian.  Thij  rtmalmai  it  Km*  * 
ton  fiirieTflnl  months,  and  were  allowed  to  Ure  M  thej  oboM  at  flnb  <nm 
axfienM^  moit  of  them  p^Tug  toe  their  board  bf  tb^  latrar.  1W  Mcy 
pfiMoan  at  Monrtdi  were  often  distrOtiited  In  piirato  flodUee  aad  aBvval 
thdr  libei^  witUo  oeitain  Unite. 

In  Haiob,  1788,  a  en^ai?  of  nikr^  d^t  or  tea  bt  numlMr,  that  kal 
fcean  uIcmi  in  an  Xnglkh  priTsteer,  and  lent  up  from  New  Looden  ftr 
aiA'^e^rfiift  brake  oat  af  jaO  In  the  dgfal,  and  after  fanUig  thna  ar  bar 
iiy%  in  tlM  wo((di  nnoangfat,  enoceeded  in  reacliEng  New  LondoiH  and  Iff 
■taaUh  got  poiaoirion  of  a  fine  new  eoaiting^loop,  jut  fitted  ftr  a  TCyigt 
and  fiHtmed  to  ooe  of  the  wbnrci,  with  wbidt  ihej  aeeapad* 
•/.llielargemunber  of  toriea  airetfed  daring  the  earilerjreanef  tWwar 
•aggwti  one  af  tU  great  triak  that  beHt  the  patriot  tauasi  secret  enaadii^ 
ApiioMala  at  luae,  were  like  thorns  in  Oe  side,  w  serpents  in  tba  Imwoou 
nqr  wem  often  airasted,  but  eddon  kept  long  in  dnnuMe.  After  ifaa 
detenlkm  ef  a  fbw  dajrs  or  weeks,  they  wore  geiiaralljr  diuniaied,  on  gifw 
lag  bonds  lo  relum  wlion  cnlliti]  for,  or  upon  tjtklng  unlit  not  lo  bear  aims 
■gainst  the  country  or  lo  aiU  and  comfort  llie  cncnij'  in  any  wujr.. 

In  the  summer  of  1775,  a  battGry  or  redoubt  was  built  IhiIow  the  l^ind- 
ing  on  Waterman's  Foint  Benjamin  Huntington  and  Epbniim  Bill  were 
directors  of  Uie  work,  but  the  labor  was  mostly  poi-foi'iiicd  by  CupU  Lyon's 
company  of  mitilia,t  tbat  bod  been  Bent  lo  Norwldi  on  nn  nlurm  of  invn- 
uon  Irom  vessels  prowling  in  Long  Island  Sound.  Wlmn  Hie  work  was 
completed,  four  six-pounders  were  brought  from  New  London,  and  a  r^ 
ular  guard  and  watch  kept  For  furtlier  defence  of  the  place,  two  wrought 
iron  field-pieces  and  seTeral  other  pieces  of  ordnance  were  uionnled, 
manned,  and  placed  in  the  ebarge  of  Capt  Jacob  DeWitt. 

William  Lax  established  a  manufactory  of  gun-carriages  in  town,  and 
succeeded  bo  well  as  to  be  employed  by  the  Stale  to  furnish  nppnratus  for 

*  Id  tha  sccoantt  of  the  8lala  Pnj  Tabic  there  ii  b  Htnrtltng  itom  of  £G5a  tOi.  Sd., 
drtvrn  by  J.  Hunlinglon  of  Windham, _/«■  rum  and  coffee,  fumiilieii  lo  prisoners  undrr 
hu  chug«  in  Angnat,  IT77.  Tliii  mij^litlcod  na  toconcliidotlmt  eillicr  tlicu^l/flmi 
laria  were  Terj  nanieroni.  or  ilul  the;  were  ilightly  luxQrioa*  in  llierr  linbita  and  had 
BncommoQlj  indalgenl  warden*.  Bnl  it  ia  probable  that  the  amount  is  ijivort  in  a  de- 
preciated cnrrencj. 

t  CapL  Ephraim  Lyoa  of  Col.  Fulnan'^  legiment. 
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iRTich  of  (Jie  cannon  used  bj  thcra.  Elijah  Backus,  Esq.,  at  his  forges 
•upon  the  Tantic,  manufactured  the  ship  anchors  used  for  the  State's  armed 
vessels,  two  of  which  weighed  1200  lbs.  each.  He  afterwards  engaged  in 
the  casting  of  cannon.  Samuel  Nojes  made  and  repaired  guas  and  baj- 
H>nets  for  the  light-infantrjr. 

Capt  Ephraim  Bill,  of  Norwich,  was  in  the  service  of  the  State  as  a 
marine  agent,  and  Capt  Jabcz  Perkins  as  contractor  and  dispenser  of  the 
public  stores.  The  Governor  and  Council  of  Safety  sometimes  held  their 
sessions  in  town. 

Norwich  was  admirably  situated  to  serve  as  4i  port  of  ref«ge  to  which 
vessels  could  retire  and  discharge  their  cargoes  in  safety.  In  July,  1775, 
the  brig  Nancy.,  owned  by  Josiah  Winslow,  a  well-known  royalist  of  Bos- 
ton, havii);;  on  board  eighteen  or  nineteen  thousand  gallons  of  molasses, 
was  forced  by  stress  of  weather  into  Stonington  harbor.  It  was  no  sooner 
Icnown  at  Norwich  that  she  had  anchored  near  the  coast,  than  her  capture 
was  decreed.  Without  waiting  for  the  State  authority,  but  with  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  a  spirited  band  of  volunteers,  in  a 
large  sloop  commanded  by  Capt.  Robert  Niles,  proceeded  forthwith  to 
Stonington,  where  they  took  possession  of  tlic  vessel,  and  brought  her, 
vrilk  the  cargo,  round  to  Norwiclu  They  then  made  report  of  the  affair 
to  the  Governor  and  Council,  who  approved  of  their  proceedings,  and 
sequestered  the  prize  for  the  use  of  the  State. 

The  tory  molasses,  as  it  was  called,  proved  a  valuable  acquisition.  It  was 
doled  out  to  hospitals,  and  used  as  a  medium  of  exchange  for  public  pur- 
poses. Molasses  was  a  commodity  which  could  only  be  obtained  by  cap- 
lure,  and  the  want  of  it  was  one  of  the  home  felt  privations  of  the  war.* 

The  scarcity  of  sugar  and  molasses  continued  for  several  years.  Va-' 
rious  were  the  substitutes  contrived.  Corn-stalk  molasses  is  no  myth  or 
-caricature,  but  a  veritable  resource  of  those  trying  times,  and  probably  the 
best  substitute  tbat  was  lu'ought  into  use.  The  stalks  were  cut  when  the 
-cars  of  corn  were  just  ripe  for  roasting  or  boiling,  thrown  into  a  mill,  the 
juice  pressed  out  and  then  boiled  down  until  it  became  a  tolerable  syrup. 
It  served  at  least  to  satisfy  the  natural  craving  of  tlie  appetite  for  saccha- 
rine matter,  some  jiortion  of  which  in  food  seems  to  be  requisite  both  for 
oourishmcnt  and  dtJight. 

In  October,  1775,  another  merchant  vessel  was  seized  under  circum- 
stances similar  to  those  of  the  Nancy,    ^he  had  a  cai^o  of  8,000  bushels 


*  Bjr  the  side  of  this  fact,  nn  order  of  the  GoToraor  and  Coanctl,  Maj  4,  1777,  for 
die  difitillation  of  40  hhds.  of  raolanscs  inte  Now  England  ram  does  not  appear  very 
creditable.  But  spiritiioaii  liquors  were  then  regarded  as  absolutely  ncoessary  to  the 
highest  phymcnl  efficiency  of  soldiers  and  laboring  men.  Feb.  2S,  1777,  the  Governor 
and  Council  onlcrcd  250  hhds.  of  West  India  and  New  Ekigland  ram  to  bo  pnrchased 
to  sapplj  tbe  troops  of  the  State.     Uisman^  419,  441. 
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of  wfaaa^  di^ed  aC  Britimow  for  Fahwoiltfs  England,  nnd  wna  jleerin 
toward  StooingUDO  in  dklrea,  having  loM  ber  mnimuast  i 
iha  WH  idMd  bj  BD  Hmed  idwcnef  bdan<;in{;  lo  iliu  volon/,  itnJ  (.-oii*  I 
.  iactaito  Nonridk  toMcnre  k«  ft«B  vsnphire.     She  was  eiibauquvnily  I 
aoU  fiir  the  beneflt  of  the  countrj. 

A  Tery  gnat  evQ  (aqMrieneed  dmng  Uw  war,  was  the  h^  pteflf 
■ah,  and  the  dUBenl^  of  procnrfaig  it  at  an  j  ^ioa.  It  ww  ahut  !■' 
poi^Us  |o  g«t  a  anOoieD^  t»pat  i^pforUaMfarwi^u'kMB.  H* 
Stale  gBTSFDiiient  waa  ot^god  to  aend  abroad  for  miqdiw  of  Hifa  aaf 
taxy  tMAHa,  and  ^•tribate  it  to  the  Tariou  towns.  It  wm  than  anop- 
dooed  by  tbo  •ehotmen  to  the  diatricti  in  pra|iartlon  to  tbdr  po|wilatfa% 
and  again  dealt  out  bj  a  fflmmitttn  to  IndiTidnal*. 
.  Wbenerer  a  qnantitT  of  Hltwae  obtained,  it  waidiipond  of  with  peit 
•an  and  oonridenttioa.  One  of  the  State  emiatFa  hftving  takaa  800 
bwbel^  ft  ««■  dbpodted  at  Norwidi,  and  In  Apil),  1777,  the  Ooranor 
and  OoniMa  directed  Jabei  Peikina  to  di^oee  of  it  to  inhaMtanla  of  Oo*- 
aeetloat  onlj,  to  allow  no  family  to  porcbase  moie  than  half  a  boihe^  and 
■nail  AmUHea  to  be  nq^plied  with  leu  in  proportioii.* 

Three  Tears  Befbre  the  peace,  ealt  wai  ux  dollus  per  bmhal  and  bobaa 
te*  two  doUatt  per  pound,  and  thii  in  fair  barter,  Mi  coctintatfal  hillh 
OfBfiiw"  orean^^okwed  oupa  and  lancert  were  two  doUan  per  lu^Moaep. 
Uanjr  persons  in  comfifft^tle  diooButancea  drank  tbtir  didl;  berang* 
out  of  leased  eaitltea  miq^ 

.  The  seardtT  of  wheat  was  a  Btlll  greater  calonitf.  Norwich  of  eMiia 
shared  in  the  general  dearth,  but  ilie  winter  of  1777  apiwiira  lo  liuvu  liccn 
iter  only  season  of  uutuul  dufluicnc)'  and  xliorl  i^lownntc.  The  niilliorilic« 
wore  ohligod  to  enforco  h  slriut  Kcruliiiy  into  every  romi'n  uieunM  of  Mib- 
BiBtence,  to  ace  that  none  of  the  necessaries  of  life  wero  withheld  fnun  » 
famishing  community  by  monqraruera  iiiul  nvaiiciutig  cngitmsunt.  l'4iiJi 
family  wus  visited,  tuid  an  uKcount  of  the  grain  iu  their  jMNSiusMion,  eiinir 
puted  in  wheal,  was  taken.  The  siirjilusiige,  down  tu  ihe  qunnlily  of  fonr 
quarts,  waa  cslimotcd.  One  hundred  and  Iwunty-six  fumilUtj  wero  at  one 
time  reported  deficient,  viz.: 

"  4S  up  tom,  M  doini  town,  13  Weil  Fannt  and  ForUpoog,  3  Nowent  Bod  l[an»- 
TM-,  9  But  SociMy,  !7  CheUen,  8  Bomb." 

The  foUowing  certificate  is  also  upon  record,  and  though  without  date, 
belones  to  this  season : 

Tbii  miL7  cMtUj,  that  the  whots  nomber  sf  inhabrtaoti  in  the  town  arNonrieh  is 
hangrj;  Ibrtlie  qnuititj  of  gnin  compnteil  in  wheat  is  iconiy;  (he  dcficiencj  amounDt 
to  a  gnat  many  bniheli,  oi  pr  letoni  of  the  >olcctini)n  anlo  n  j  oflim,  agreeable  to  tha 
act  or  aiumbly.    Certifled  bj  Galbttia  SiHraoN. 

■  HiBMan'a  Am.  Kot,  p.  431, 44k. 
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Tlicse  fncU  in  regard  to  tlic  scant  supply  of  the  necessaries  of  life  applj 
onljr  to  the  earlier  years  of  the  war.*  After  1780,  the  tide  turned,  and  in 
Norwich,  at  least,  tlie  farms  prospered,  the  mechanic  arts  flourished,  and 
there  was  almost  a  superabundance  not  merely  of  the  means  of  living,  but 
of  articles  of  luxury  and  display. 

Those  who  remained  at  home,  as  well  as  those  who  went  into  actual 
service,  were  often  called  on  to  perform  military  duty.  When  most  of 
tlic  able-bodied  men  were  drawn  off,  a  Refomiado  corps  was  established, 
consisting  of  those  whose  age,  infirmities,  or  other  cii^cumstances,  would 
not  allow  thcin  to  become  regular  soldiers,  and  endure  the  fatigue  of  the 
camp,  but  who  were  willing  to  go  forth  on  a  sudden  emergency. 

Karly  in  177C,  Cnpt.  McCall  and  Lieut,  Jacob  DcWitt  enrolled  and 
organiz.cd  a  fnic  company  of  Veteran  (jSunrds  for  home  service,  and  defence 
of  the  Slato,  should  it  be  invaded.  These  were  well  equipped  with  arras 
in  i*cadincss  for  sudden  emergencies.  On  the  12th  of  August,  1776,  Gov. 
Trinnbiill  issued  an  order  to  CapL  McCall  to  convene  his  company,  and 
cnh'st  as  many  as  were  willing,  and  to  make  up  with  others  a  company, 
not  less  than  03,  and  march  immediately  to  New  York,  in  the  most  con- 
venii'ut  nminu*r  by  land  or  water,  and  there  join  the  19th  regiment  of 
C(mn(M!ticnt  militia.  This  order  was  in  consequence  of  a  pressing  requisi- 
tion from  Gen.  Washington  for  reinforcements. 

The  Veteran  Guards  were  subsequently  often  called  out  on  short  tours 
of  duty  upon  alarms  near  the  sea-coast,  at  New  London,  Lyme,  or  Ston- 
ington. 

In  1779,  a  company  under  Capt.  Ebenezer  Lathrop,  and  another  under 
Capt.  Ziba  Hunt  of  Ncwcnt^  performed  tours  of  duty  at  New  London. 

In  1777,  Connecticut  raised  eleven  regiments:  nine  for  Continental 
service,  and  two  for  the  defence  of  the  State.  Col.  Jedidiah  Huntington 
and  Col.  John  Durkee  of  Nonvich  commanded  two  of  the  Continental 
regiments. 

Tiie  army  was  in  a  great  measure  dependent  upon  importations  from 
France,  for  a  sufTiciency  of  arms  and  ammunition.  The  following  vote  of 
the  Governor  and  Council  of  Connecticut  alludes  to  a  fresh  supply  of  these 
necessary  equipments: 

Sept.  2fi,  1777.  It  wns  voted  tlint  Moj.  Gen.  llunlinf^toti  bIiouM  bo  ilcsirod  to  cnuBO 
to  be  inmlc  up  15,000  musket  cartridges  fitted  to  the  now  French  nrms  provided  for  the 
use  of  the  Continental  nnny,  and  pack  them  in  bunches  of  18  cartridges  each  and  lodgo 
them  in  some  5afc  place  in  the  town  of  Plainfichl.t 

*  At  this  very  period  of  greatest  scarcity,  there  was  at  least  one  distillery  iu  opera- 
tion in  the  town,  as  wo  learn  from  the  records  of  the  War  Committee,  or  Council  of 
Safety,  Dec.  11,  1777,  to  wit: 

"  The  Governor  was  desired  to  grant  a  licenso  to  Caleb  Huntington  of  Norwich  to 
distil  from  rye,  the  spirit  called  Geneva,  to  supply  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  as  far  as 
ho  could,  provided  ho  retail  the  same  at  a  reasonable  price,  not  to  exceed  158.  per  gal- 
lon." t  Uinman's  Bev.  War. 


89S 


MXIVOBT    0*   irOBVlOH. 


Id  the  enBer  periodi  cf  tlw  oontMt,  tho  biwn'a  rjuoia  of  soUliurB  waa  A 
■hn^  ipMify  ntMd,  ud  tlw  DeaaMiiy  nppBea  furnUlul  niiii  {irompt- 1 
■en  md Bbenli^.  Tint  roqnUtioM of  tbe  Govcntor  wurc  rcspondud  tol 
fton  no  qnvter  viA  more  dieerfUiMM  mud  ekcriif .  In  Scplcmbor,  1777»  I 
«li«a  adnardbuf  ez«rtIou  wen  nude  ia  BUin;  pans  or  New  Kiij;Iand'l 
to  proonn  ttmlM,  centeeu  and  olothing  fbr  (he  armj,  many  tmuseliuldora  j 
la  Norwidi  TolDntufly  gare  ap  to  the  ooaunbhtc  uf  the  lown  all  ilmi  ihay  I 
eoold  tftn  from  ibf^  own  flunO;  itodc,  citlier  as  duiiaiioiis,  or  wliera  1 
Oat  00^  not  be  aflbrded,  at  a  veiy  tow  late.  Tlie  ministers  of  nil  Ui«:4 
dmrdia^  oo  ^Mtokag^ring  d^,  eahqfted  the  people  to  tetnemher  the  poor  \ 

Bmy  year  iriibe  the  wir  oaadnned,  penont  were  ^pointed  bf  tA 
town  to  prarlde  tat  tbe  MMen  and  Ibeir  fiuaiBei  at  Oa  town  tacgmmi 
tat  much  abo  wai  raiied  bj  Tolnnlajj  oontribBttone.  Hie  fcUowlig 
Itonu  from  oontemptmuT'  newi^peie  Amish  eminiplee : 


SM  fr.  of  mtM^, 
ftT  |r.orilieM^ 
UlaUtti^ 


SMpr.aTi^ttM^ 
11  barest, 
IB  pr.  of  hwiAii, 

t  CMUi, 

nrUBftMfca, 


M  rr.  of  ovwaHi, 

lflliMidkMdil«6Hkd£l5aiTf.Srf.iiiiiMner,«hfdiwHfonTMd«dtothaBm7.  AIn 
eolUcted  k  qnanlilj  of  pork,  chcoM,  wliut,  rjc,  InJiaa  coin,  iiiRar,  rico,  Hax,  wood, 
Ac  to  ba  dlitributed  to  Ihe  nocdy  rumiliea  of  Ilia  officcn  mud  lolilicn.  Tho  wliols  of 
which  MDonnted  to  ths  mm  of  £U00." 

Norwich,  Pab.  IS,  1779. 

TMterdaj'  k  cauiribmion  wumuleol  thelto*.  Dr.  Lotil'i  mcellng,  forttiedUlretMd 
Inlubitanu  of  Newport,  which  Imva  lata!/  airived  Troni  l'roYidcac«,  wImo  tlio  lam  of 
lluM  hundred  dollan  wu  colleelad  for  their  loUef. 

Much,  1780. 

Un,  Corning  (wife  of  Hr.  Jonph  Coming  now  b  priaoDU  willi  the  enemy)  being 
dattilDte  of  nocouary  clothing  for  har  diildron,  t,  number  of  tlio  lodica  of  CboliMa,  of 
tbe  flnt  chuiicler  and  roipectability,  appoiutad  e  daj  on  which  tliojr  auamlileil  and 
■pent  the  tame  in  ipiaoing,  after  which  lliey  praianled  Mra.  Coming  with  the  jtra  to 
k  GOiuiderable  amoonL 

The  situation  of  New  London  waa  one  of  constant  alarm,  in  which  all 
the  Burrounding  towns  participated.  It  was  menaced  in  December,  1776, 
when  the  hostile  fleet  found  a  rendexvoua  among  tlie  email  islands  in  the 
Sound,  previous  lo  taking  possession  of  Newport.  All  the  militia  in  the 
eBBlem  part  of  the  State  turned  out  to  oppose  tbe  expected  descent.  It 
was  observed,  as  band  aAer  band  marched  into  New  London,  tliat  <"i 
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ooropanj,  in  order  and  equipments,  equaled  the  Light  Infantry  of  Nor- 
wich, under  the  command  of  Col.  Chr.  Leffingwell.  Manj  times  during 
ilie  war,  the  militia  were  summoned  to  New  London  or  Stonington,  on 
tlie  appearance  of  an  armed  force,  or  the  rumor  of  one.  J£  a  hostile  ves- 
sel entered  the  Sound,  no  one  knew  its  commission,  and  the  alarm  was 
quickly  spread  from  flie  seaboard  ijito  the  country.  The  dreaded  foe  per- 
haps hovered  near  the  coast  a  few  hours,  made  some  startling  feints,  and 
tlicn  passed  away.  Onlers  were  given  and  countermanded,  and  the  wea- 
ried militia,  hastily  drawn  from  their  homes,  returned  again  without  hav- 
ing had  the  sntisfiiction  of  seeing  the  enemy,  or  of  arriving  on  the  spot 
before  the  danger  was  over. 

Dcttichmcnts  from  the  Continental  army  frequently  passed  through 
Norwich.  In  1778,  a  bmly  of  French  troops,  on  the  route  from  Provi- 
dence to  the  south,  halted  tliere  for  ten  or  fifteen  days,  on  account  of  sick- 
ness among  them.  They  had  their  tents  spread  upon  the  plain,  while  the 
sick  were  quartered  in  the  court-house.  About  twenty  died  and  were 
buried  each  side  of  the  lane  that  led  into  the  old  burying-yard.  No  stones 
were  set  up,  and  the  ground  was  soon  smoothed  over  so  as  to  leave  no 
trace  of  the  narrow  tenements  below. 

Gen.  Washington  passed  through  Norwich  in  June,  1775,  on  his  way 
to  Cambridge.  It  is  probable  that  he  came  up  the  river  in  a  packet  boat 
with  his  horses  and  attendants.  He  spent  the  night  at  the  Landing,  and 
the  next  day  pursued  his  journey  eastward.  In  April,  1776,  after  the 
evacuation  of  I^oston  by  the  enemy,  the  American  troops  being  ordered 
to  New  York,  came  on  in  detachments  by  land,  and  crossing  the  Shetucket 
at  the  old  fording-place  below  Greeneville,  embarked  at  Norwich  and  New 
London,  to  finish  the  route  by  water.  Gen.  Washington  accompanied  one 
of  the  parties  to  Norwich,  and  met  Gov.  Trumbull  by  appointment  at  Col. 
Jedidinh  Huntington's,  where  they  dined  together,  and  the  General  that 
evening  resumed  his  route  to  New  York,  going  down  to  New  London  by 
land. 

The  inhabitants  also  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  La  Fayette,  Steuben, 
Pulaski,  and  other  distinguished  foreigners  in  our  service.  There  were 
some  who  long  remembered  the  appearance  of  the  noble  La  Fayette,  as 
he  passed  through  the  place  on  his  way  to  Newport.  lie  had  been  there 
before,  and  needed  no  guide ;  his  aids  and  a  small  body-guard  were  with 
him,  and  he  rode  up  to  the  door  of  his  friend.  Col.  Jedidiah  Huntington, 
in  a  (piick  gallop.  He  wore  a  blue  military  coat,  but  no  vest  and  no 
stockings  ;  his  boots  being  short,  his  leg  was  consequently  left  bare  for  a 
considerable  space  below  the  knee.  The  speed  with  which  he  was  trav- 
eling, and  the  great  heat  of  the  weather,  were  sufiicient  excuses  for  this 
negligence*.     He  took  some  refreshment  and  hastened  forward. 

At  another  period,  he  passed  through  with  a  detachment  of  2,000  men 
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undsr-htB  comnuuid,  fnd  encamped  then  Tut'  ona  iii^lil  ii[<oii  ihc  plnin. 
In  tba  morning  before  llieir  departure,  he  inviii^d  Mr.  Simii;|,  ilic  jiusior 
of  the  pleoe^  to  prsj  villi  ibem,  whidi  he  itii],  tliu  iioopd  luring  uri'angc4 
in  three  lidei  <£  g  hollow  Bqnare. 

Neulj  flAj  jean  aflerwardi,  Aug.  21, 18*24,  tlio  vcni^nilitii  Im  FayuUs 
again  paued  through  Norwich.     Some  tAi  pi^opli;,  (ijlio  remembered  liii 
embraced  him  and  wept ;  the  General  wept  nUo. 

At  one  dme  during  the  war,  the  Dake  dc  Limxun'i  i-ugiiiki;iU  uf  liuisan^ 
WM  qnartered  in  Lebanon,  tm  mile*  from  Norwich.  Cot.  JeilidinU  Uuiit"' 
ington  invited  the  officen  to  vi^t  him,  and  pi-epiirf  d  n  liniidaoine  eiiti;i1iui|i> 
meat  for  them.  Tbej  made  a  superb  ai^nnuicfi  us  lliey  drove  into  [own^j 
being  joung,  tall,  TiraciouB  men,  with  haiuUomc  fUces  and  n  noble  ii~ 
mounted  upon  hoTMB  brarely  caparieoned.  Tlii;  two  Dillons,  brollier% 
one  a  major  and  the  other  a  captain  in  tliu  regiment,  were  ptirlieulurly 
distingnished  fiw  their  fine  forma  and  expru^ive  leiiltires.  Oue  or  both 
of  thew  DilkHU  suffered  death  flvm  thu  giiilloliiie  during  the  French 
Bevolution. 

Lanmn  was  one  of  the  most  accomplislieil  but  inipriiiciplcd  nobleraeil' 
of  his  time.  He  was  celebrated  for  ids  liiindsoinc  j>ersou,  liia  ItlicraliijTj. 
wi^  brarerj ;  but  more  than  all  for  Ids  pralligaoy.  IIo  wiu  boi-n  in  nitf 
inherited  great  wealth  and  high  titles,  and  «peiit  uU  h'u  earl/  ycara  in 
alternate  scenes  of  dissipation  and  tntvelin;;.  lie  eiigiiged  in  no  piiblls 
enterprise  till  he  came  to  America  and  iixik  (iiirt  in  tlie  ItuvDlniiuniujF 
contest.  Tlie  motires  wliich  nctunK»l  tliia  volnpliioiiti  itubluiniui  In  tbljU 
undertaking  nre  not  undenloo«l ;  very  probably  llie  (hint  for  ndvvnluro, 
and  personal  fricndsliip  for  Ln  l-'ikyetle.  llu  liad  run  tliu  ctireer  of  pluiu- 
uro  to  Bucli  nn  extent  llml  iio  was  perlmpj  willing  lo  jinuse  nwliile  iind 
restore  the  energy  of  liis  satiated  Inslc.  Certain  it  h,  tbnt  lie  enibiirkod 
in  the  cause  of  the  Americnns  with  ui'Jor,  bore  privuiion^  willi  good  tem- 
per, and  made  Idm^lf  very  popular  by  liis  bihtrity  nnd  generous  exjicnd- 
ilure. 

Aller  Lauzun  relumed  to  Europe,  ho  became  intiiuiite  vvilli  Tnllcynutd 
and  accompanied  liim  on  a  minion  lo  England  in  17U2,  wliere  one  of  liis 
familiar  associates  was  the  Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards  George  IV.  On 
the  death  of  Ida  uncle,  the  Duke  dc  Itiron,  be  aucuceded  to  the  litlo,  quar- 
reled will)  llie  court,  and  became 'a  pnrtizan  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
Afterwards  ho  served  against  the  Vcndeans,  but  being  accused  of  secretly 
favoring  tliem,  was  condemned,  and  executed  ihe  last  day  of  the  year  1793. 
Such  was  like  future  sloitny  career  of  tins  celebrated  nobtemnn,  who,  as 
already  mentioned,  in  the  midst  of  friends  and  subordinates,  enjoyed  tbo 
banquet  made  for  liim  by  Col.  Iluntinglon.  Aller  dinner  ibe  whole  piatf 
went  out  into  the  yard  in  front  of  the  house,  and  made  the  air  ring  wiln 
huzzas  for  Liberty  I     Numerous  loungers  liad  gathered  around  llie  feuce 
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to  get  a  sight  of  these  interestiug  foreigners,  with  wliom  tliey  conversed 
in  very  good  English,  and  exhorted  to  live  free,  or  die  far  Liberl^, 

It  is  well  known  that  during  the  Kevolutionary  war  attempts  were 
made  to  regulate  the  prices  of  articles  hy  public  statutes,  in  order  to  reduce 
the  quantify  of  the  circulating  medium.  In  Connecticut,  prices  were  fixed 
by  the  civil  authorities  of  cacli  town,  in  all  cases  not  dcteimined  by  acts 
of  Assembly. 

April  7, 1 777.  Votwl,  Htrictly  to  mlhore  to  the  law  of  the  State  regulating  tlie  prices 
of  the  nccc.'tsarics  of  life  ;nn(l  \ro  clo  resolve  with  cliccrfulncfM  to  exert  our  boBt  ondear- 
onrs  within  onr  sphere,  to  snpport  the  honor  of  tlint  good  and  salutnrjr  law. 

Dec.  29.  Voted,  that  the  town  conRidcr  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
union  proposed  by  the  Continental  Congress  wise  and  salutary. 

1778.     Abstract  of  instnictions  to  the  representatives  of  the  town : 

1.  To  use  their  influence  to  have  taxes  more  equitable. 

2.  To  have  bills  of  credit  called  in. 

3.  Forfeited  estates  confiscated. 

4.  The  yeas  nnd  nays  on  all  important  questions  published. 

5.  Profane  swearing  punished  by  disability  to  sustain  oflices. 

Oct  I .  Voted,  to  present  a  memorial  to  the  General  Assembly,  praying  for  a  just 
and  equitable  system  of  taxation  and  representation. 

Extract  from  the  memorial : 

"  The  Poll-tax  your  mcmorinlists  consider  at  the  present  day,  an  insupportable  bur- 
den on  the  poor,  while  a  great  pnrt  of  the  growing  estate  of  the  rich  is  by  law  exempt 
from  taxation.  The  present  mode  of  representation  is  also  objected  to  by  your  memo- 
rialists. They  believe  all  who  pay  taxes  and  arc  of  sober  life  and  conversation,  ought 
to  have  a  voice  in  all  public  communities,  where  their  monies  and  properties  aro  dis- 
posed of  for  public  uses." 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  subject  of  taxation  should  be  one  of  exciting 
interest  in  a  community  who  were  annually  paying  Cf/.,  dd.  and  12rf.  on 
the  pound  for  the  use  of  the  army.  At  one  time  in  Connecticut,  when  the 
currency  was  at  par,  a  rate  of  even  lid.  was  necessary  to  meet  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  treasury. 

The  town  afterwards  presented  another  petition  to  the  Assembly,  the 
substance  of  which  wa.<,  that  every  kind  of  property,  and  that  only,  should 
be  the  object  of  taxation.  This  general  principle,  they  say,  is  in  their 
view  the  only  ecpiitable  one.  Committees  were  sent  to  several  neighbor- 
ing towns,  to  get  their  minds  on  the  subject,  and  they  at  length  resolved 
to  publish,  at  the  expense  of  the  town,  the  prevalent  views  of  the  citizens 
on  taxation,  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to  the  freemen  of  the  State,  a  copy  of 
it  to  be  sent  to  every  town.  In  this  letter  the  deficiencies  of  the  existing 
system  were  ably  pointed  out. 


«W  KIBVOIT    OV   HOkWIC 

"^tepHMRtqMMifiixilf  IbtpOOtHtVHiM  a  year  old  ara  ratcH  eiiiinl  tf 
fal<MllrtlMM«tt,ndaOlMhnriM«qMdMfthMi»orXIUOD.     Tlio  monnot 

•Miao;«mali.kgBapwwtlkAibMtf>Uipriino.    An  acra  of  tW  l«ti  Imid  to  I 

■•MaMU^MrthMillN9ganHlktIiMiUilittDSt,ita.  I 

-  ladaitoy,  lAU  oa^  to  to  HOMmiO,  k  4B«H]r  taonl  04  ihM  l>  K  Mjr  «i|^ 

dOW  nd  TC(M  HUMT." 

Tbe  oljeetiaai  agdHt  l&s  poIUaz  mn  AoMt 

"ThMlti>*pmoBdtn,«do^^Mtopdl  !■  panoMl  Mnki^  AM  ^  !■  4>- 
fciHufti  WMwIry;    thM  It  to  a  dMU*  ttx,  tto  poor  ■Mpi7tatfc>1'>pA    ' 
1  «li(kkltoHbMiMMteUil.>tor,MdlbrainA€rUiUdritoittttbbto. 
pottk^  M  toiltig  to  pwTwt  tM^  MMd^a^,  whtoh  ;»Mwti MMfcTi " 'I'lf. "* 

Tbfl  ammlttee  upon  tUi  nemoial  wsreaoow  of  the  choice  iptalli  of 
Norwiohf— BaigMnb  Hnntlngtoii,  Dr.  TbeopUIm  Bogen,  Dr.  SMw 
Traej,  Axna  Oevdand,  Joaathaa  Hantbigtoii,  *nd  Ifathuld  Ifflai. 
Ths  doonmeat  hu  itnng  pdnia,  bat  it  it  not  known  Aom  wUeh  of  Ite 


^  Again,  llnw  joon  Itttor,  (1781,)  tlw  town  made  m 

UmIt  fiiTOdte  mOMnwo, — the  ebrogatioD  of  the  poll-inz,  end  IIm  « 

of  the  ri^  at  niffirage.    The  initmotioai  ajrea  to  ihe  reprenntetiTCO 

embiMBd  the  following  meeinraB: 

net  polli  to  ttrack  oat  of  Ito  U«  Ifal,  or  raMd  lav. 

Ttal  lU  vto  per  laz«  to  ■Uowid  to  vaU,  IT  of  feed  nMml  dHuwtor. 

That  dibalM  la  Ito  UbaM  to  opM. 

Ttot  RtoenUM  to  flned. 

Thit  a  ngnUr  coutttutlon  bo  (brmcd. 

In  October,  1780,  a  convention  was  held  at  Ilnrtford  to  consider  wlial 
measures  Bbould  bo  taken  in  regard  to  trade  and  currcnc;.  The  ilutcgatcs 
from  Norwich  were  Daniel  Rodman  and  Solomon  Suffortti  the  commiLtoo 
to  draft  their  instruutionj,  Kli^jlia  Lalhrop,  Christopher  Leinngwell,  and 
Aaron  Glevehmd.  They  were  directed  to  urge  the  loaning  of  money  to 
Congress  to  defray  tUo  public  expenses  and  prevent  tliu  neoiasity  of  e 
further  emission  of  paper  money. 

In  towa  meeting,  Jnne  !4,  ITSO, — 

"  Toted,  that  a  MtainitUa  of  fifty  able,  Judldooi  men  be  appointed  lo  engago  fl(^ 
able-bodied,  eOectiTS  men,  raqnirad  of  thii  town  to  fill  up  oar  compluinantof  Ilia  Coa- 
CineDUl  Anay  for  three  yean,  or  duiiag  tba  war  j  each  mombor  of  the  commiliea  to 
ptocBie  one  loidier,  and  pay  him  twcniy  sitvor  dollon  boanty,  orer  and  above  the 
boDiily  giren  by  the  itatc,  and  pay  him  tlie  laiae  annaally,  is  long  as  bo  coiillnuM  ia 
the  nrrica ;  also  40(.  per  niaath  in  aiWer  money,  or  Indian  com  at  3i.  per  buihel,  frcah 
pork  at  Sd,  per  ponnd,  and  wheat  at  6i.  per  buahol." 

The  committee  were  not  able  to  carry  this  vote  into  effect:  the  term  of 
enlUtment  was  too  long ;  nor  were  the  men  raised  until  by  a  subsequent 
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Toie  the  iepn  of  service  was  restricted  to  six  months.  In  July  of  the 
some  year,  upon  a  requisition  of  the  Govemor,  twenty-^eren  more  men 
were  enlisted  for  si;K  months,  to  whom  the  same  bounty  and  pay  were 
given. 

The  General  Assembly  had  passed  an  act  to  arrange  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  State  into  classes,  each  class  to  raise  so  many  recruits  and  furnish 
such  and  such  clothing  and  other  supplies.  Norwich  at  first  refused  to 
enter  upon  this  system,  and  remonstrated.  With  great  reluctance,  the 
measure  was  at  last  adopted  by  the  inhabitants,  and  being  found  to  accom- 
plish the  end,  was  continued  through  the  war,  though  it  was  never  popular 
with  them. 

AHer  recovering  from  the  first  stunning  blow  of  the  Revolution,  the 
inlmbilnnts  of  Norwich  wcni  not  only  alert  in  turning  Iheir  attention  to 
various  industrial  pursuits,  but  engaged  also  in  the  brilliant  chance  game 
of  privateering.  The  war,  therefore,  while  it  exhausted  the  strength  and 
resources  of  neighboring  towns  that  lay  cxjioscd  upon  the  sen-coast,  acted 
like  a  spur  to  the  enterprise  of  Norwich.  New  London  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  was  depressed  in  all  her  interests,  kept  in  continual  alarm,  and 
finally,  by  the  blazing  torch  of  the  enemy,  almost  swept  from  the  face  of 
the  earth ;  but  Norwich,  securely  seated  at  the  head  of  the  river,  defended 
by  her  hills  and  nourished  by  her  valleys,  planting  and  reaping  without 
fear  of  invasion  or  loss,  not  only  built  new  shops  and  dwelling-houses,  and 
engaged  with  spirit  and  success  in  a  variety  of  new  manufactures,  but 
entered  into  ship-building,  and  boldly  sent  out  her  vessels  to  bring  in 
spoils  from  the  ocean. 

In  1781  and  1782,  the  town  was  overflowing  with  merchandise,  both 
tropical  and  EnrojH'jin.*  New  mercantile  firms  were  established:  Daniel 
Rodman,  Samuel  WocKlbringe,  Lyndc  McCnrdy,  and  others, — and  lavish 
varieties  of  fancy  tcxlurc,  a<^  well  as  the  substantial  products  of  almost 
every  climate,  were  offered  for  sale.  The  shelves  and  counters  of  the 
fiishionnblc  clas<)  of  shops  displayed  such  articles  as  superfine  broadcloths, 
nien*s  silk  hose,  India  silks,  Damascus  silks,  taffetas,  satins,  Persians,  and 
velvets,  blonde  lace,  gauzes,  and  chintzes.  Tliese  goods  were  mostly  ob- 
tained by  successful  privateeyng. 

Another  class  of  merchandise,  generally  of  a  cheaper  kind,  and  not 
dealt  in  by  honorable  traders,  but  covertly  offered  for  sale  in  various 
places,  or  distributed  by  ])eddlers,  was  obtained  by  secret  and  unlawful 
intercourse  with  the  enemy. 

The  coast  of  Connecticut  being  entirely  girdled  by  Long  Island  and 
New  York,  and  the  Rritish  and  tories  having  these  wholly  under  their 


•  In  Mnj,  1782,  a  rcrjr  Inrgc  stock  nnd  great  variety  of  European  goods,  imported 
in  the  hrigantino  Firebrand  from  Amsterdam,  was  sold  hy  auction  at  iho  store  of 
Messrs.  ZalKlic!  l^ogcrs  k  Co.,  Bean  Hill. 


I,  it  wa>  ray  JlfTii-nlt  to  prevent  tliu  scni-ct  inlcrcinirx'  ami  \n(tic  of 
tha  two  parties  thr<iii<;1i  llm  Soiinil.  In  iht;  kinr  yiMn  of  llio  wni-  cjajte- 
tilUj,  a  eomipt,  nnikrhiiiiil,  smnggliitg  Iriiile  piiivuileil  to  u  givat  cxiL'iit, 
wUch  wiu  omboUlciiciI  Uy  the  inililTerencc  or  coniiivAnco  ol'  tlie  local 
authorities,  and  sUmiilatcil  hy  ttie  readiness  of  people  to  piirrhtuu  clienj> 
goods  withoat  asking  from  wlieiico  lliey  eninc.  Re  ni  if  I  Knees  fur  lliuie 
goodt  rnuBt  bo  madi:  in  coin,  therefore  thttj  were  »>lil  only  for  casli,  which, 
flndiog iu  way  badt  (otiic  enomy'^ lines, imitovcrMied  Ihecoiiniry.  Thus 
tka  traffic  openteil  nguinst  ngriculliiro  nntl  mnnnfiicliirc^  ugninst  hoiici^t 
iabOF  and  lawfiil  trftilc.  Moreover,  it  nullified  ihu  liiws  and  brouglii  them 
into  contempt 

A^^nst  this  illicit  liatHc  a  strong  nssocinlion  wiis  fornicil  ;tt  Noi'wieh  in 
Jalj,  1762.  Tbs  f^onipitny  hoiiTul  tliemsclvcs  by  solemn  pledges  of  life, 
fitttune,  and  hooor,  to  Knpport  (ho  civil  iiulliority,  lo  hold  no  inlun-ounu, 
.  aoeia]  or  morcaiitik-,  with  persons  ileteclcd  in  cvnding  llic  hiws ;  to  llirniDh 
men  and  boots  for  koi)|iing  wnlnh  in  snspectcil  pltiuns,  nml  lo  aenrcli  out 
and  break  up  all  dpiiosiH  of  >>n)iiggled  goi)J», — sticli  goods  lu  ha  sc:ixeil, 
aotd,  and  the  nvailb  duvoled  in  dmrilnlilR  jiii roosi.'s. 

Th«  rigorous  mannor  in  which  this  oompnny  Ix^an  to  carrj  oat  tboir 
pr^Miples  caused  great  commotion  in  the  ranks  oT  the  guilty  partiea. 
Suspected  persons  suddenly  disappcnrcd ;  snios  were  postponwl ;  goods 
«U^' before  had  Iwen  openly  CKposcd,  withdrew  into  cellars  and  meal- 
diests,  or  wera  conceahid  hi  bams  under  the  liny,  and  in  hollow  IroM, 
(hhdcets,  and  ravines. 

Svvunil  seizures  were  iimih!  dni-ing  flie  seiison,  hut  ihe  In-iiiy  of  |h>ucc 
soon  put  iin  end  lu  this  ehunleslinu  liitllie,  und  (he  iiS4«>viii(iiiii  hud  Init  u 
brief  existence. 

Its  object,  however,  wa*  credidvlile  lo  the  patriotism  and  eiricieiicy  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  a  list  of  ilie  signers  gives  us  Ihe  unmet  of  hiiLly-uiglil 
prominoiit  men  who  wei-e  on  the  stiige  of  life  at  lliu  ulo^u  of  the  w.ir,  and 
all  within  the  bounds  of  liie  presimt  town. 


USMBBKS  or   TRK   ASSOCIX 

TioK  AOAiHST  Illicit  T« 

S«mucl  Abbot, 

Simtoii  Carew, 

Jow|.li  llawluml. 

Klijuli  IJuckaH, 

Tliomus  Coit, 

Aixlrtw  ilumiiiKloii, 

Eplioiiiii  BilH 

■William  Coil, 

Joiiii  Cinry, 

Joiiuilmn  Huniiii^ftou, 

Jal>i>  M.  Breed. 

JuL-uli  DoWiit, 

Shuludl  Breed, 

MivliHvl  DumonI, 

Levi  HiMitiiij;(on, 

'Sitniuol  Cnpron. 

Tlioiniia  Funning, 

Simeon  lIuniinetDD, 

Eliplialcc  Curcw, 

JhIh»  Fitcli. 

William  Hubbonl, 

Joseph  Carew, 

Josupli  G>ilo, 

ItusKlllIubbinl&SoD, 

400  Hi8f«kT  or  voBwton. 


FnHlier  iattnietioiit  wan  f^trmt  tt  tte  Bsme  lime  to  llic  rcprcsi^ntative^ 
to  org*  npoa  dw  AmtaHAj  the  oteimllj  of  kccjiing  n  wntdiful  eyo  upon 
dtfl  ptooaadingp  of  OongrMi,  to  iOO  Ibat  ibey  AM  not  exceed  tlie.  powers 
VMtod  in  tbaai,  and  to  oppiAit  ft  sonBlUce  nt  ever;  aeaston  to  take  into 
omidentioD  the  jownuli  at  Oongreai,  bid  approve  or  dlsnpprovc,  ap- 
jdaod  or  oenmn  thb  ooadnot  of  tho  dolegnlce. 

At  no  period  during  Om  war  wore  iba  l>cuple  of  Norwicli  olarmcil  vritli 
thefewofAdireetfamdon  of  tho  enetaf,  except  at  the  tiroeoftlie  attnck 
on  Nbw  Loodni,  Sept  6, 1781.  It  wh  ilien  niinored  that  Arnold,  in- 
flnaed  with  hatred  agnEnst  tlie  oonntty  1m  IjikJ  betrayed,  and  clieiisliing  a 
vengofiil  tfMt  tovuda  Ub  nathre  town,  li&d  determined  at  ull  Imxnrtis  lo 
nunrab  thmier  and  ^read  deaolation  through  the  homes  of  liis  unc.icnt 
(Hand*  and  neigfatxna.  Preparationa  were  ilierufore  made  to  i-eccivu  liim; 
goodf  were  packed,  and  wwwn  and  childreii  made  reiidy  for  flight.  Tlio 
flef7  pairioti  of  Norwieh  wished  for  oolliing  more  than  t}mt  he  sluHild 
attempt  to  march  thither,  oa  it  would  ^voihem  a  long  eovctnl  o|i|iorliiiiitf 
of  wreaking  tlicir  TODgeonee  on  the  tndtw.  But  the  uiidui-luking  wna  luo 
luuatdoaat  Aniold,if  he  had  the  wilt,  was  too  pnidiiii  to  attempt  tiuj' 
thiqg  bat  a  Hidden  and  tnuuient  attempt  upm  die  •nHmbuL 

The  last  time  that  the  mllilia  were  called  out  daring  the  war,  ww  fa 
S^tember,  178S.  A  detail  of  the  circnnutancea  will  sem  u  a  ipBBfail 
of  the  harraning  alanna  wlilch  had  proviouslj'  tAen  occurred. 

Ben^jah  Lefflngwell  waa  then  lioalanant-co1(»iGl  of  tho  twenUelh  mg^ 
mant,  and  at  aeven  o*ck>ck  in  the  morning  an  cxitreaa  reached  him  wMi 
tho  following  order: 

To  Major  LclBiijfwell ;  I  hitvo  ccruin  inlclligmiGa  lliat  tlioro  is  a  lai)^  fleet  in  llio 
Sound,  doaignod  fur  utrna  part  of  llio  Muiii — would  livrcby  ri'qucJt  jrou  witliout  Im* 
of  lime,  to  noiify  tlie  roKimant  unJor  yonr  command  lo  bo  n-ody  to  mardi  at  llic  diort- 
Mt  noiicQ — iilso  tend  cxpruscii  to  New  Tx)nilan  immcitinivljr  for  furilior  nfnn,  niid  coa- 
Uduo  niprouoi  oa  occouon  mnj  be.    Your  liumblo  urrnnl  in  tlio  gnialdt  luisto, 

SiHDBi.  U'Clxllahd,  Colonel. 

WedoMdu;  morning,  lix  o'clock. 

I  have  much  more  to  say  if  I  had  lima.  I  nip  on  tlio  rond  to  Now  Tendon  from 
Windluun,  wbon  cxprcai  came  to  me  in  the  night. 

Before  nine  o'clock  tho  wliolo  regiment  Iiad  been  eunmKmcd  to  luni  out 
with  one  or  two  days'  pro?iBionii,  tuid  be  ready  to  march  on  hearing  the 
alarm  guns. 

The  regiment  upon  the  ground  that  day,  as  the  returns  of  the  orderly- 
book  ghow,  consisted  of  one  field  officer,  thirtjr-flve  eommissioned  oSiccrd, 
and  758  men,  in  eleven  companies,  under  the  following  captains : 

Jowph  Carow,  Momb  Sttipheni,  Jonatlian  Watemun, 

Ssmuel  Wheat,  Witlinm  Pride,  Somnot  Lovcit, 

iMacJohnton,  Jatici  Dcmiug,  Jacob  DeWitl- 

Nathan  Watecmon,  Abner  Ladd, 


CHAPTBB  XXXn. 


Ix  1^6)  OaoDeetkat  oiteed  filiirnwfilkTS  to  be  balk,  'BattumSf 
wenoaB9l8tod:dia8hnk,biiIUatNorwldi  bf  Oft  Jbudun  Lolari 
dwCniie,atEMtBJidd«nt  *nd  tfaa  WUtbg^  at  How  Hbtw. 

Oi^  LMtar  mot  to  FUkddphk  br  tha  pkn  of  th«  ShwL  Her 
dfaaeauioos  wars,  'dx^  feat  ked,  efeJitefln  feet  beuo,  fln  ftet  hoU,  nd 
fbor  indm  deftd  rWng."*  llieee  gdltTi  ouried  two  fitom  of  iiij1imw>l 
rixoriiIiMpoaiiden,Kidflftj'iiwn  (tnoliidliig  oOeen),  and  mmftmrfdwl 


Thtj  wflie  «D  mut  to  New  Toric  non  after  tbcf  vera  linad  aad 
npmied,  at  the  reqneat  of  Genera)  WaaUngbin,  to  be  need  on  tka  Hiifr 
aoD  rirer.  Tlie  Shaik  was  at  flnrt  eonunaoded  b^  TheofJUliia  Btaato^ 
bat  wbne  in  Hrrlea  at  New  Torii,  ij  0^  Boger  numiag. 
.  Oapb  Xierter  had  bat  jartocmpletod  the  Sharif  wbon  he  neefred  (Jo^ 
Sd)  an  order  Rum  Oor.  Trambal)  to  hasten  fanmediatoly  with  twontf^f* 
carpenters  1o  Grown  I'oinI,  to  build  luttcuux  fur  llio  I'likc,  niton  a  rcqui- 
aition  of  Gcn.  Schuyler. 

Copt.  Robert  Nilca  of  Norwich  woa  a  ship-master  of  experience  in  the 
merchant  service  before  the  war,  and  one  of  tlio  earliest  bnnd  of  Revolu- 
tionary cruisers.  In  July,  1775,  Benjamin  Iluntington  of  Norwich  and 
John  Deshon  of  New  London  were  appointed  ngonts  of  tlie  colony  to 
charter  a  fast-sailing  vessel  to  go  from  pincc  to  pliico,  carry  inlelligenco, 
convey  stores,  and  watch  the  cnomy.  They  purcliused  tlic  schooner  llril- 
annia  at  Stonington  for  £200,  and  brought  her  into  tlie  Thames,  whore 
■he  was  fitted  and  fumiahed  with  a  crew  j  her  name  chiuigcd  to  llio  Spy, 
and  CapU  Niles  appointed  her  commander.  Jlis  commisuion  from  Qov. 
Trumbull  was  dated  Aug  7,  1775.  Tlie  Spy  was  about  50  tons  burden, 
carried  six  i-pounders,  and  usually  about  twenty  men,  but  sometimes 
thirty.t 

But  though  small  in  size,  tlie  Spy  was  invaluablo  in  the  amount  of 
service  she  performed.    She  conveyed  intelligence,  and  transported  stores 

«  At  muter-builder,  tiii  paj  wai  one  Spanish  dollar  per  daj. 
i  The  pa;  of  ■  aMraan  wai  frain  40i.  to  48i.  per  moath. 
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paeket  lUp  WqiBoatli,  nRjing  lit  gnna  bikI  a  crew  of  50  men.  CKplCl 
Fukar,  who  had  ben  Hardh^a  flnt  lieutenant,  succeedeil  biro  in  the 
tmaami  of  the  Cromwall,  mi  April  13,  1778,  after  a  sinai-t  action,  took 
At  Admbal  Kqipd,  an  Rni^lili  lettcr-of-niiLri]iic:,  mounting  IS  sixes. 
flertral  of  Ctft.  Fukai'a  nun  wora  woundi-d ;  CnpL  James  Day,  of  (lie 
ntariMa,  taorttUy.    The  piiae  waa  ndI  into  Boston,  and  soli  ut  auction 

^1^9010(3^  fat  taijm. 

1m  Umj,  1779,  the  OBrer  Ckmnmll  sailed  fmrn  New  London,  and 
aioa^  afaaeot  oo^  twalvs  dajl,  took  four  prizes  and  brouglit  in  sixl; 
prtaooan.  Bnt  nundng  oat  again,  Jane  1st,  she  encounlercil,  June  .'ith, 
flff  Stodj  Hoofc,  the  BriHdi  ftigats  Daplinc,  and  after  a  sliarp  engage- 
meat  of  two  boon,  O^  Paricar  asdnt'  another  vessel  coming  to  tlio  aid 
■of  Aa  eBeny,  Miinndend.  Ho  wai  aooo  «xeiiai«ed,  and  readied  bOM 
■oaitjr  In  Angm^  irilh  far^^dz  of  hii  men. 

The  Qorenor  nnmboll,  a  priTalet^  cairying  16  or  SO  gnu^  wm  bA 
:at 'VnUat^B  lUp-jwd  in  1777,  fiir  Howland  *  Ooft.  Sba  wai  ea«U«Nd 
-ahnort  a  modal  lUp.  Her  Ant  commaader,  Capt  Henij  BODnih  bid 
lMen  teeted  both  kr  gaUantiy  and  akfllfiil  ■eamanahlp,  ai  Ibolenant  of  tha 
■rmad  brig  Defeno^  and  a  oarear  of  brilliant  anooeai  wm  antidprted  tat 
%tt..  She  aailed  on  ho-  Ant  eniiao  in  Honrabor,  1778,  and  nada  aercnl 
•man  e^ptarei,  hot  oarij  the  next  year  w«it  oat  under  the  eowmattd  of 
OapL  Dudley  Saltonelall,  and  meeting  with  Ae  Britidi  fligato  Ymm,  a 
v«Mel  of  greater  iIm  and  effidenqr,  waa  obliged  to  lurTBDdeK  Her  a^ 
Ion  lode  ber  to  tlw  West  Indies,  where  slia  recnilled  and  waa  seat  fbtth 
under  a  changed  name  and  Hag  to  prey  uiion  her  fonncr  frteinU. 

Uoforo  BHiling,  alio  wus  tliuH  iidvcrli^  in  tho  Gaitullu,  Nov.  17, 1778: 

"  Tba  Ada  DOW  ahip  OoTCmor  Trumbnli,  Henry  Billing  comm under,  now  Ijiag  In 
itha  harbor  of  Hair  London,  mounting  30  comngo  guns,  will  luil  in  aix  ilaji,  4g.  Ap- 
pljr  on  board,  or  to  Uowland  &  Coit,  Norwicb." 

Hor  capture  waa  announced  in  tlie  tory  paper  nt  Now  York. 


The  Venus  herself  waa  originally  an  American  ship  called  tho  Bunker 
Hill,  captured  by  (he  British,  and  her  name  changed. 

The  Confederacy,  a  continental  ship  of  32  guns,  was  one  of  two  Irigatei 
ordered  by  Congress  to  be  built  in  Connecticut,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Governor  and  Council  of  Safety.*  It  was  constructed  at  Norwich  by 
Jedediah  Willett,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mojor  Joshua  Hunting* 
ton,  who,  as  agent  of  the  State,  procured  materials  and  woifcmen.    She 

•  Tlw  other  wis  Iha  Tnnnball,  SS  sans,  and  bnnt  st  Cbaihsm  in  Connociicnt  rlnr. 


t06  Bisv'OKT  or  >01VIC 


en,  JtmaiA  Habey,  Buulbrd  Bom^  took  pari  fa  iha  oMtMl  t^  valkm 
t  Ml,  u  wall  H  Ij  cwnpalgM  on  hnd. 

'  Tbs  DKwt  grteadTe  lU^iog  flnn  In  Nonridt  wu  tlmt  or  llowliiml  & 
>llk  Jdwiwid  ^idiih  FoUnimn  uDODg  dtaem-lic^ttinisuni  uf 
bft  wir.  The  latter  made  a  enooeiiflil  jojag^  to  HoDaiKl  nnd  Vrunce  in 
ha  latta»ir-iiiaiqiie  doop  Uaria,  of  rix  gima,  owned  1^  Ilowlnnd  &  Coiu 
"ItfL  VBUam  Wattlee  parfi»ined  Mveral  giOlant  exploita  ii>  n  anmll  pri- 
ntoer  ikM^  belon^og  to  ITairidi,  called  Ite  Fhenix.  Tti  oati  of  lii^ 
ttpedirtone  ba  hxA  a  Inig  fiom  Europe^  irith  a  vefaiablc  cnrgn,  nnd  sold 
he  wbide  !n  OaroUna  bofbre  eoming  home.  UnfiutnnuiL-ty  lie  wiu  at  last 
aken  itf  ib»  ttaomf  and  carried  to  Halifag,  where  must  of  liis  men  Ian- 
pdihed  and  died  in  die  terrible  UDl-Ialand  priaon,  Tictims  of  dose  con- 
faiemeiit  and  atarratioD.  At  a  later  period  of  the  war,  Ciifit.  AViitt1<?a  was 
n  oommand  of  the  prirateer  Comet,  and  in  Hard,  1782,  on  u  rclnm 
rojage  frnn  the  West  Indies,  was  oaptnred  a  seoond  time  ij  the  aiwy. 
Se  was  bowerer  bood  exchanged,  and  In  July  of  that  jear  a^led  fir  A»- 
tedam  in  **the  renuukable  fiut  sailing  and  areij  wi^  coaiplele  Lottav  of 
■aiqae  brtgantlne  Thetii.''  This  was  a  prin  reaael,  fltted  ont  bj  JSam 
land  A  (kit,  and  sent  «i  a  trading  njage  to  the  TazeL 

Hm  priTateering  bosiness  wu  [HV-eminmtly  one  of  nncertidn^  mi 
ituwdt  atrikinglf  raried  with  quick  suocesa  and  sudden  lavers^  Uort 
if  the  adTentnrets  fttm  Norwich  and  Haw  Londut  were  o^riure^  bnpria* 
mod  and  exohanged  during  the  war,  and  aomo  of  them  more  tiuui  omoi 
Ibr  no  sooner  were  llioy  rulciucd  from  iMndu  limn  llicy  wcm  rundjr  for 
Uiotliur  clinncG, — acting  ever  ii[ion  lliti  ubaliiiulc  [ii'iiiuiiilo  of  ir^  auil  at 
'Mtm  again. 

In  the  West  India  trade  also,  snfo  nnd  remuncrativo  Toyngcs  altcmalcd 
irith  lose  and  capture.  Tliis  trade  resembled  tlic  continual  running  of  n 
blockade.  Sevural  of  tlie  Norwii^  sliip-ninstei-s  full  witli  Uieir  cmft  into 
Jie  hands  of  the  enemy.  Of  tlies'e  we  can  name  Jabcz  and  Ilezckiah 
Perkins,  Thomas  King,  EUcnezor  Lester,  William  I^jring,  Jiibos  Loid, 
ind  Klislia  Lathrop.  We  get  a  few  gleams  of  these  vicissitudes  from  old 
Woou^t-lKraks  nnd  the  weekly  newspapers.  Ciipt.  Klitihu  liikthrop  was 
me  of  those  who  kept  afloat  and  had  a  liberal  slini'e  of  both  good  and  had 
fortune.  In  August,  1781,  while  in  the  privateer  sloop  Mei-cui?,  ho  was 
taken  and  carried  into  New  York.  In  February,  1782,  in  a  tradii^ 
royage  to  Yir^nia,  he  was  captured  and  carried  to  Charleston,  which  was 
then  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  His  next  voyage  was  to  Guodaloupe, 
irhich  he  accomplished  during  the  summer,  and  returned  in  safety  Sept. 
Bth.  On  the  18lh  of  October  he  sailed  again,  and  the  next  announcement 
reapectmg  him  briefly  stales : 
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Ite  ftDowbg  Bit  of  pvln  fWadi  mM  at  Norwich  b7  auctiou  during  1 
Ihe  kttor  put  of  dw  wv,  it  ooOeetad  horn,  the  newspApen  of  tho  dsy : 

J^,tT».    8^  <M««f  MO  Hawaii  rioopXoid  Howe, 

hMl«,im.    8%BnMr,anHM4BHiWilM«ttliM|^bji 


MjU.   Bi%HifM^hdhh»»wHt^i>h«iiMiptMiibyAiT«wtOiM- 

«<B;  MMMfiK  U  B«^  giM.   Bi%  SodaV.lHloMi'lNUfcndniftaMI 

Ai«.ai.    Bk^  Ponjr,  HO  MM.    ScbaoMT  Anud,  W  Htw.    MooMrBMfAi^ 


Oai.4.    8^A(feffiai,Brill*Wlt.inttM.    Bh^ WBBmmm, aM toah 

Oat-M    IWgwHiii  ftipr,  eipawd  by  «fc»  T— g  (fcoMfJI and  ifct  Bi— ^ 
IMM*lwllt, 

Vw.M.    IirtUrornarqMidhooMrBMnjr.M  taw,Tli|lBfefaHllt,  "Mrif  «f 
«nd  tf  4m  Tout  OmamO." 

lTM,lbf»-    Stoop  PeUr.Tbilak  bant,  TO  to 


IMtsMj  ClidMriMaBdKM7,«i>dBi)aapflraoMaf. 

Am  kdrerdMoieiit  ftom  the  Nonildi  Packet  nmj  be  quoted  in  TWMoa 
don  of  the  itmemeiit  that  the  diraet  inleroouraeof  tlie  Nmrieli  aerdaali 
villi  oontlmiital  Bnrope  waa  not  whoU/  InlennUled  during  the  wHb 

■n*  pfimt  Mltlog  Lttterof-Htrqna  iloop  Maria,  nonnndabnllt,  monntlnf  rfx 
eanUge  gati*.  IlNcklah  Pcrkint  muur,  will  Mil  In  about  Itirce  wreki  fur  Vranco  or 
BoUtod.  Aojr  penoni  dMlroui  of  Mtiiliog  Ulli  of  eKcliingo  on  Fnuico,  ma;  dopmd 
on  bavlng  them  negotlaled  In  tlio  beat  manner.  Apply  to  said  PuriiiDi,  on  board  Ml 
tmmI  at  NeiT  London,  or  u)  Ilowland  &  Coit  in  Norwich." — Jan,  93,  I7T!I. 


CHAPTER  XXXIIL 
Arnold,  tub  Traitor.    Soldibrs  or  thb  Rbtolutioit. 

Benedict  Arnold. 

Benedict  Arnold  was  bom  Jan.  3,  1741.  Ilis  parents  had  pre- 
viously lost  a  son  of  the  same  name,  and  of  their  six  children,  onlj  Ben- 
edict and  a  daughter  Hannah  lived  to  maturity. 

Benedict  Arnold,  Sen.,  and  his  brother  Oliver,  were  natives  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  coopers  by  trade,  but  became  seamen,  and  as  each  had  the 
title  of  Captain,  it  is  inferred  that  they  rose  to  the  rank  of  ship-masters. 
They  appear  to  liave  been  honest,  reputable  citizens.  Benedict  took  an 
interest  in  ]iublic  affairs,  serving  occasionally  in  town  olBces,  as  eollector, 
lister,  surveyor,  constable,  and  selectman. 

Soon  after  he  came  to  Norwich,  he  married  (Nov.  8,  1733,)  the  youth- 
ful widow  of  Absalom  King ;  a  woman  of  pleasing  person  and  estimable 
character,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Lathrop)  Waterman.  The 
inscription  upon  her  grave-stone  commemorates  his  affectionate  remem- 
brance of  her  worth. 

In  Memory  of 

HANNAH 

the  wcH  beloved  wife  of 

Capt.  BENEDICT  ARNOLD 

and  Danghtor  of 

Mr.  John  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Waterman. 

She  wftB  a  Pattern  of  Piety,  Patience  and  Virtue, 

Wlio  died  Aug.  15,  HOB, 

fctatis  sua  52. 

Tradition  allows  that  in  this  case  the  epitaph  does  not  exaggerate  the 
truth.  "Benedict  Arnold's  mother,"  said  one  who  had  been  connected 
with  the  family,  "was  a  saint  on  earth,  and  is  now  a  saint  in  heaven." 

The  following  is  a  literal  copy  (except  in  orthography)  of  a  letter  from 
her  to  her  son  Benedict,  while  he  was  at  school  in  Canterbury : 
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Mmwim,  AfOt  ia,  mt. 

IHwdJi.    IlMrimAjMrnif  AaUIUaat,  uiJwuelaJ  tabearlliU  foa 
rf  dt  MfMrf  aWpillW  !■!  IIIMII. 

w-j ■)--n-Ti*i  ini  jnw  riimiili.  iiiili  i    l      li    i     Bcdaurul       ape- 

fMd^  m4  lAUi  to  UkdHi^  ITaii)'  mdi  ilicn  Ijc.    AIkhj*  ciuxm 
Mito  JtvbMm^thMlif  teir  {ooJ  cxunjilc*  jruu  maj  learn. 

%«■  jMTiAtMMMB  aid 

r.8.XlM«MK|wMi:   TMrMHTfrtkiMa 

Wi— TlWf  lfc.OiyrtlMrth^yM^jwijr.    TMribMrlifaMkMM. 

It  It  kavlribb  to  OiBk  UMt  Oe  MM  of  aidi  a  HiOer,  1^  At  Mdr- 
litf  of  mA  iriMlaNOM  tetaoBtkn,  ritoaU  Wra  btoaaM  a  pnNi4  flMiMla 
■Dd  imprlTwlpled  naiii  laari^  bchbd  M»  a  — m  tmA  tfaiaiiw  hifc- 
aoH  ii  dw  light  of  U«  ennbj,  «■!  ipotted  with  vMici,  wui^Uw 


.  ChpLBa8fie(AiMU.tiMfttW.died[al7«l. 

Tha  buHa  ia  lAIA  BMoOgt  WW  bon  tfaod  aboM  hair  w^  batwMi 
AaoUHpartartliatowBuid  Chifanaodalr.  It  wh  dMolibai  h 
OaUbatt  IM^  bat  a  ftw  yeaw  fadbw  wm  la  a  good  ilato  ti§t  mwftttm, 
aal  «iUbftodk,a«v  partly  tokeoa  of  Aa  aiiKyanaa  bogrhoal  of  Bi» 
aOa^  la  wUttUlw^  hcaaai  aad  ktdMtraato  apsa  the  baaw^  phadki^  aad 
inn.  Tb«  letten  B.  A.  and  B.  Aniotd  wen  lUunped  npaa  it  in  variona 
pUew.  Thi*  bouse  bad  a  variety  of  occuponU  aAcr  tlie  AnioliU  left  il. 
It  was  Bold  Morcb  31,  17C4,  bj  Benedict  Arnold  of  New  llaven  to  C&pL 
Hagb  Ledlie  of  Wiodbam,  (with  the  home-lot  of  fire  and  a  half  acres,) 
for  £700.  Capt.  Ledlie's  wife  fell  into  a  atale  of  dcplorabla  iiuanitj, 
which  rendered  confinement  neceasaiy,  and  this  misfortune  wilb  its  attend- 
ant  dreumstaucea,  being  probably  exaggerated  by  rumor,  obtained  lor  the 
house  a  notorious  and  superstitious  reputation. 

Xn  the  year  1775,  Deo.  William  Fliilips,  of  Hoston,  llio  fiitber  of  Lioul. 
Governor  Philips,  removed  his  family  to  Norwicli,  and  occupied  tbe  Ar- 
nold house  till  after  the  Driu'sh  retired  from  Boston,  Its  next  oocupaot 
was  Mr.  Halbone  of  Newport,  who  also  came  to  Norwich  to  seek  a  refuge 
firam  the  bustle  and  violence  of  war.  The  misfortunes  of  this  family  and 
the  seclusion  ia  which  they  lived,  rather  added  to  the  fearful  character 
which  the  house  had  acquired.  It  was  said  that  seven  of  the  name,  and 
all  nearly  connected,  had  died  within  the  short  period  of  eighteen  months 
About  ten  years  before  the  family  removed  (o  Norwich,  tluU  is,  in  1767, 
the  brig  Dolphin,  of  Newport,  owned  by  one  of  the  Malbones,  and  oom- 
manded  by  another,  look  fire  off  Point  Judith,  as  it  was  returning  £ram 
Jamaica,  and  was  entirely  consumed.     Such   was   the  violence  of  the 
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flames,  and  the  rapidity  of  their  work,  that  all  communicatioD  was  cat  off 
between  the  deck  and  cabin,  and  in  the  latter  three  ladies  and  two  child- 
ren perished.  Those  on  deck  escaped  in  boats.  This,  and  other  misfor- 
tunes connected  with  the  family,  had  made  the  name  almost  ominous  of 
calamity.  TIic  house  was  afterwards  occupied  by  Col.  Moore  from  New 
York,  the  father  of  Richard  Channing  Moore,  the  revered  Bishop  of  Vir- 
ginia. The  Moore  family  was  large,  and  their  dwelling  had  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  the  seat  of  hospitality  and  festive  enjoyment.  CoL  Moore 
died  at  Norwich,  June  19, 1784 ;  his  remains  were  removed  the  next  year 
to  New  York,  and  interred  in  Trinity  church-yard. 

Two  of  the  sons,  John  and  Benjamin  Moore,  remained  several  years 
longer  in  Norwich  ;  the  latter  as  a  practitioner  in  physic  In  1790,  John 
Moore  was  living  in  the  Arnold  house,  and  the  census  returns  show  that 
his  family  consisted  of  ten  persons.  He  was  then  a  prominent  merchant 
of  the  place,  but  removed  about  1793. 

The  occupants  of  the  Arnold  house  were  so  often  changed,  that  public 
rumor  ascribed  it  to  tlie  supernatural  sounds  and  sights  with  which  it  was 
visited.  After  a  short  experience,  the  bewildered  residents  were  glad  to 
escape  from  the  haunted  premises.  At  length  it  was  left  tenantless  for  a 
short  time,  and  then  purchased  and  repaired  by  Uriah  Tracy,  of  the  firm 
of  Tracy  &  Coit.  The  lioiise  had  now  a  native  occupant:  the  beams  and 
rafters,  the  garden  and  groves,  were  apparently  appeased.  The  spell  was 
broken.  Mr.  Tracy  remained  in  possession  for  a  period  of  forty  years, — 
not,  however,  without  an  alarm  from  the  invisible  world,  though  of  a  dif- 
ferent nature  from  the  sights  and  sounds  that  had  dismayed  the  former 
inhabitants.  On  a  warm  summer's  day,  Sept.  2,  1800,  a  thunderbolt 
descended  n])on  the  house,  shattering  the  windows  and  the  miiTors,  and 
breaking  a  passage  out  through  the  wall.  This  electric  shock  was  per- 
haps necessary  to  purify  it  thoroughly  from  the  Arnold  taint.* 

To  return  from  this  digression  respecting  the  Ai*nold  house,  to  the 
Arnold  fannly.  No  one  of  the  name  in  Norwich  seems  to  have  been  a 
common-place  character,  Benedict,  when  a  boy,  was  bold,  enterprising, 
ambitious,  active  as  lightning,  and  with  a  ready  wit  always  at  command. 
In  every  kind  of  sport,  especially  if  mischief  was  to  be  perpetrated,  he 
was  a  dauntless  ringleader,  and  as  despotic  among  the  boys  as  an  absolute 
monarch.     On  a  day  of  public  rejoicing  for  some  success  over  the  French, 

•  Mr.  Tracy  died  in  1832,  ngcd  79.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Amos  Hallam  of 
New  Lfondon.  She  was  a  woman  of  quiet,  amiable  manners,  and  had  been  a  fayorite 
friend  of  the  unfortunate  Nathan  Ualo,  but  not,  as  has  been  reported,  betrothed  to 
him. 

The  house  of  Mr.  James  L.  Ripley  stands  near  the  site  of  the  Arnold  house.  The 
old  well  and  its  surroundings  have  not  been  altered,  but  remain  as  they  were  in  the 
time  of  the  Arnolds. 
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AmM,1hm%ttm»wtri^Ba^to6k  KfieU-^w^and  in  a  frolio  plncod  it 
oa  M^  M  that  the  montli  ihonld  point  vpri^it,  jMurcJ  into  it  n  Urgs  ' 
qnnti^  of  ptnHor,  «*d  MStinllj  dnpped  bio  tlio  muxxlv,  frciit  hit  hand, 
■  blairilig  ftnteud.  Hit  aOMtj  nrnd  hia  ftom  u  sconliing,  for  tliough 
tibe  tuAi  iliBiinwl  np  within  aa  iadl  of  hli  fuce,  he  dnrtcO  back  and 
ahooted  hnsaa  I  n  load  •■  die  bcot  of  the  OMBpony.  It  b  remembered 
■ko^  that  having  at  the  head  of  a  gang  vt  bc^a,  seized  nnd  rolled  away  ' 
■ome  Tahiable  caibi  flom  a  ibop-jard,  to  aid  in  luitking  the  usual  Thanki- 
^fing  bonfin,  the  eaika  wen  aneated  oq  thdr  way,  by  an  olTicer  sent  by 
dwowner  toTSoorer  themt  upon  whidi  joting  Arnold  was  bo  enraged 
that  ha  itripped  off  his  ooat  upon  the  ipo^  and  iared  Uj  e  constable,  a  atout 
and  gtmre  man,  l»fykL 

At  firarteoi  jean  of  age  he  waa  apprentieed  as  a  dngg^  to  Doetan 
Daald  aad  Joshua  Lathn^  and  here  he  udubitad  the  nme  nA  wd 
ftariesa  tndta  of  character.  A  fenoa  who  otiee  remained  in  the  dup 
with  Iiim  during  a  tremendous  thunder-stomf  related  afterward^  that  at 
ntrj  peouliarijr  loud  and  stunning  report)  joaag  Arnold  would  awiag  bis 
hat  aBd'Shont  Imitah  1 — adding  oocadonanr  some  rwlcless  or  profiwe  <■>• 
daiwtioni  Once  duing  hia  ^tprentiooahip  he  ran  awaj,  with  the  ded|p 
of  enlisting  aa  a  soUIer  In  the  British  aim/ 1  but  hia  friends  sucoooded  hi 
inAag  him,  aad  induoed  him  to  retam  to  his  enqdiTment.* 

Hiss  Hannah  AnmU,  (he  nster  of  Benedict,  was  an  aeoomplisbed  tadj, 
pitiastng  in  her  person,  wit^  and  aflUile.  While  the  fiunilj  stiU  redded 
in  Nwwidi,  and  i^  course  when  she  was  quite  jroung,  she  Itecame  aa 
objeet  of  interest  and  attention  to  n  young  fureigiier,  u  tniu^ient  resident 
of  tlio  place.  Ilia  regard  was  reciprocated  by  tliu  young  lady ;  but  Ueo- 
edict  disliked  the  man,  and  aflcr  vainly  endeavoring  by  milder  means  to 
l>reak  oS*  the  intimacy,  he  became  outrageous,  and  vowed  vengeance  upon 
him  if  he  ever  agiun  caught  him  in  tbe  house.  After  this  the  young  pe<H 
pie  saw  each  other  only  by  stealth,  the  lover  liming  bis  visits  to  the  broth- 
er's absence.  One  evening,  Benedict,  wbo  had  been  to  New  Haven,  came 
•  liome  unexpectedly,  and  having  entered  the  house  without  bustle,  asceT> 
tained  that  the  Frenchman  was  in  the  parlor  with  hia  sister.  He  instantly 
planted  himself  in  front  of  the  house  with  a  loaded  pistol,  and  commanded 
ft  servant  to  assail  the  door  of  the  room  in  which  they  were,  as  if  ho 
would  break  it  down.  The  young  man,  as  Arnold  expected,  leaped  out 
of  the  window;  tlie  latter  fired  at  him,  but  it  being  dark,  missed  his  aim. 

*  Soma  of  the  biogmphcn  of  Arnold  linve  u»rled  that  Dr.  Latlirop  «■■  w  w«U 
ulllflcd  whh  bu  Krvicei  tint  at  Iho  close  of  liu  apprenticeship  ho  prescDted  liim  willl 
s  bonni  of  £500.    Thit  ii  a  mlitaki. 

In  Sparka'  Biop^phj  of  Arnold,  it  la  aaid  that  Dr.  Lemusl  Hopkini  wai  hti  fellow 
sppraatlce;  thli  alio  ii  an  error.  It  wbi  SolomoD  Smith,  and  doI  Uopkio*,  that  served 
with  Arnold  in  the  Lalhrop  dnig-atore. 
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The  joath  escaped,  but  the  next  day  lefl  the  place,  choosing  rather  to 
relinquish  the  lady  than  to  run  any  further  risk  of  his  life.  Arnold  after- 
wards met  him  at  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  both  having  gone  thither  on  a 
trading  voyage.  A  challenge  was  given  by  one  or  the  other,  and  promptly 
accepted.    They  fought,  and  the  Frenchman  was  severely  wounded. 

After  leaving  Dr.  Lathrop,  Arnold  engaged  in  trade,  and  made  several 
voyages  to  the  West  Indies  as  supercargo  of  a  vessel  in  which  he  was 
interested.  He  went  also  to  London,  and  returning  with  an  assortment 
of  drugs,  books,  and  other  goods,  established  himself  in  the  retail  business 
at  New  Haven.  The  sign  of  his  shop  was  found  some  years  since  in  the 
garret  of  the  house  where  he  lived,  and  has  been  lodged  in  the  museum 
of  tlie  city.  It  is  painted  black,  lettered  in  white,  and  has  both  sides 
alike. 


B. 

ARNOLD,    DRUGGIST, 

Book-Seller  >&c 

FROM   LONDON. 

Sibi  Totiquc.* 

At  New  Ilavcn  he  married  a  Miss  Mansfield,  a  lady  of  good  family, 
young,  interesting,  and  accomplished,  and  as  far  as  is  known,  his  first 
love.  lie  had,  liowevcr,  been  a  general  favorite  of  the  ladies,  fond  of 
their  society,  and  floating  in  the  gayest  circles  of  the  day.  His  wife  died 
before  the  Revolution  broke  out,  or  about  that  time,  leaving  three  child- 
ren, all  sons.  5C 

His  sister,  Miss  Hannah  Arnold,  never  married.  She  resided  with  her 
brother,  and  her  attachment  to  him  remained  unshaken  through  all  his 
reverses  and  disgrace.  She  was  doubtless  convinced  that  in  breaking  oflT 
her  intercourse  with  the  French  stranger,  he  liad  been  influenced  by  a 
regard  to  her  interest  and  happiness.  After  the  treason  and  exile  of  her 
brotlier,  she  had  charge  of  his  younger  sons,  and  they  found  in  her  a  faith- 
ful guide  and  friend.     She  died  in  1803,  at  Montague,  in  Upper  Canada. 

Arnold  from  his  youth  was  a  popular  leader  in  martial  exercises^  He 
had  attained  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  militia,  and  when  the  news  came  of 
the  battle  at  Lexington,  he  was  one  of  the  first  in  New  Haven  to  arrange 
his  business,  gird  on  the  sword,  and  hasten  to  Boston  to  ofler  his  seivicei 
to  the  country. 


•  "For  himself  and  for  all."    The  firet  part,  for  hinutdf  \n  pointedly  appropriate 
Tho  motto  has  been  rcndorccl  by  a  froo  tmnslaUon,  Wholly  for  himtdf 


Hit  XIlTOir    OV    NOBWIOH. 


Eb  oharMter  In  pifnto  Hft, «  Aetched  bjr  tnulilion  in  the  place  of  bis 
Urlhf  (MtenMkmt,  imUmi,  Inrioeen  and  acir'seeking,  impetuous  in  act, 
'  and  tatagguaAm  in  ipeeefc,-^  Tiridlr  exemplified  in  a  familiar  nolc  to 
lb«>  QemnI  Xikxe,  whiah  bf  usm  diaiice  has  been  prcscncd.  It  wtu 
Wlttton  bofittS  Ul  MOOod  aiairiagB,  st  n  time  when  )iis  pi-oud  aspirations 
won  gntifled  tjj  Ihs  flnov  with  wUcli  lio  was  received  iu  fuj^liionnble 


Watbhtowb,  *  March,  1777. 
Dmt  Ibdaa :  I  teM  tdtH  O*  BbMf  «r  Indosini;  A  Lutler  Tor  the  Ilcnvunlf  Min 
JMWi,  lAlA  bag  tte  Amr  of  yon  dtUrtcing,  with  ilia  Trunk  of  Gowni  &c.,  wlilcb 
Hn.  Oslbwn  pnmli'd  nw  to  Btad  to  jraw  Ilonae.  I  hopo  the  will  mnka  no  olj«c- 
~  !•  I  Wti*  ao  doubt  you  will  soon  linvc  llin  ploMura 
iai7,  and  hna  it  in  jrour  power  lo  giru  mo  eomo  r>vonr- 
i^  Undcc  At  most  Anxious  Suapcncu  undll  1  linve  ttm 
Ibmr  of  •  Um  from  JOB,  who  (If  I  najr  Jndgc)  will  from  your  owTi  cxiwricavo,  con- 
NtTaOofondAsxiMj,  llwGHairiaghopM,Aud  Cliilltai;  f<^r».  dmt  aUcriutcly  ikmibm 

AtbRMtrf 

DwIUhd^ 

To«rOtodt*MMt 


ItaboaU«xdl«batlItlla  nuprin  that  u  unUtfcnu,  axtraTBgnt  bi% 
with  Sot  pMiiaH  Mtd  TW7  UUle  Iwluioa  of  monl  prindiila^  ifcoiild 
bttta.j  hid  fliendi  end  plnnga  deqwntely  Into  tniaoa.  In  tUi  owt  ll 
fflil^t  ihnMt  hava  been  expreted  wid  forwoen.    Yet  the  dufc  rimdM  ta 

Amold's  clinractcr  liave  doublleas  bocn  exnggernlod,  and  iha  «im  of  hb 
mlidocds  needlessly  onlargcd.  Fur  iiiHtniice,  It  linn  ol\un  been  euid  (hat 
at  tlie  burning  of  New  London,  he  accepted  the  liospilnlily  of  a  lady,  wlio, 
iraating  to  a  foimor  fViendly  acquaintance  with  him,  ventured  to  remun 
in  the  invaded  t^rn,  and  tliat  lie  ordered  the  flaming  torch  lo  bo  applied 
to  the  premises  oa  ho  rose  from  tlie  dinner-table.  Ko  sucti  incident  is 
known  to  have  occurred.  Arnold  dined  that  day  with  some  old  aliipping 
frionda  of  tory  proclivities,  no  lady  being  present,  and  though  the  bonao 
was  afterwards  burnt,  it  was  by  the  spread  of  the  flames  from  otlier  quar- 
ters, and  not  by  Arnold's  order. 

Benedict  Arnold  died  at  Brampton,  England,  June  20,  1601,  aged  60. 
Ilia  second  wife  was  Margaret,  daughter  of  Edward  Shippen,  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  Pennsylvania.  She  survived  her  husband,  and  died  in  London, 
Aug.  24, 1804,  aged  44. 


CSip*.  OHver  Arnold,  of  Norwich,  the  undo  of  Benedict,  died  in  1781. 
He  lud  loi^  been  an  invalid,  and  left  his  family  witli  but  little  for  their 
support.    To  these  relatives  Benedict  was  always  liberal,  and  even  aAer 


HISTORY    OF    NORWICH.  415 

his  exile,  made  tbem  occasional  remittances.  The  oldest  son,  Freegifl^  he 
assisted  in  obtaining  a  good  classical  education,  and  designed  him  for 
one  of  the  professions ;  but  the  young  man  joined  himself  to  the  Sons 
of  Liberty,  entered  into  the  naval  service,  under  Paul  Jones,  and  afler 
fighting  bravely,  camp  home  with  a  ruined  constitution,  to  languish  and 
die.  The  other  son,  Oliver,  had  a  peculiar  talent  for  making  extempora- 
neous rhymes,  wliich  seemed  to  flow  from  him  without  premeditation,  in 
all  the  ease  of  common  speech,  so  that  his  casual  remarks  and  answers  to 
questions  would  often  run  in  a  jingling  measure.  Many  of  these  familiar 
rhymes  were  fonncrly  current  in  the  neighborhood.  They  were  mostly 
of  a  local  and  transient  character.  An  example  of  more  general  interest, 
which  lias  been  often  quoted,  is  tlie  following. 

In  a  bookseller's  shop  in  New  Haven,  Oliver  Arnold  was  introduced  to 
Joel  llnrlow,  who  had  just  then  acquired  considerable  notoriety  by  the 
publication  of  an  altered  edition  of  Walts'  Psalms  and  Hymns.  Barlow 
asked  for  a  specimen  of  his  talent ;  upon  which  the  wandering  poet  imme- 
diately repeated  the  following  stanza : 

**  Yon  'to  proved  yourself  a  sinful  cro'tnr' ; 
You  'vo  murdered  Watts,  and  spoilt  the  metro ; 
You  'vo  trie<l  tlio  Word  of  God  to  nlicr, 
And  for  your  pains  deserve  a  halter." 

Oliver  was  also  a  sailor  and  a  patriot,  and  cordially  despised  the  course 
taken  by  his  cousin  Benedict,  in  betraying  his  country. 

In  his  habits  he  was  roving  and  iiiiRcttled,  absenting  himself  from  home 
in  long  and  vagrant  rambles,  from  one  of  which  he  never  returned.  Ac- 
cording to  report,  be  was  found  dea<l  by  the  wayside  on  a  road  little  fre- 
quented, in  the  northern  part  of  New  York. 

Three  daughters  of  Capt.  Oliver  Arnold,  sisters  of  Freegifl  and  Oliver 
the  rhymester,  died  aged,  but  unmarried,  the  last  of  the  family  in  Noi^ 
wich.  The  brothers  Benedict  and  Oliver,  with  their  wives,  and  six  child- 
ren of  the  former  and  four  of  the  latter,  were  interred  near  the  center  of 
the  old  burial-lot,  but  mostly  without  inscribed  grave-stones. 


Gen.  Jabkz  Huntington. 


The  Committee  or  Council  of  Safety,  appointed  to  aid  the  Governor  in 
the  recess  of  the  Assembly,  entered  upon  its  duties  in  May,  1776.  It 
consisted  at  first  of  nine  persons,  of  whom  three  were  Huntingtons  from 
Norwich,  viz.,  Hon.  Jabez  Huntington,  an  assistant,  or  member  of  the 
upper  house ;  Samuel  Huntington,  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  for  New 
London  county ;  and  Benjamin  Huntington,  Esq.,  a  prominent  lawyer, 
and  then  representative  from  Norwich.     At  the  same  time,  another  Jabez 


HiollBglOB  WM  thuiKel  WIuJIwbb  county,  and  anodicr  Beitjumin  TIuol- 
kgttn  «M  dw  bnni  dak  in  Norwidb. 

OM-Jiibn  HsBdngbM  «m  Atnnof  Josliun,  who  lias  been  herclofor* 
aaatkMd  « the  flnt  ecndiewMe  nunhunt  of  Nnrwicli,  amt  tlic  only  one 
or  Ui  lom  that  left  nr  pcatwl^.  Be  wns  bom' Aug.  2,  1719.  Ilii 
■oOier  wn  BnMkt  di^tter  of  Jdtei  Perkins.  lie  gra<lualeJ  nl  Tain 
OoOege  fat  1741,  Mid  mmb  i&ennrA  eattrcA  largely  into  cimmerclal  pur- 
I  fatOH^  priacipally  by  trade  with  tbe  Wist 

HeeoBOHaeedlibpBtriatfBavearfalTSO.  wbcn  lie  was  dioscn  to  llie 
P«  nvend  jtm  le  preoiJed  over  llie  low«r  house 
L«  member  of  the  council.  On  ih@  Urmk- 
lag  out  of  dw  BorclittioMiy  mr,  he  lost  ncnrly  hM  of  his  properly, 
fltter  b/  eiytare  of  Ue  veneli,  or  flwn  other  cii-cumsiances  connceied 
irift  that  enfamitoiii  period. 

Ib  the  mAy  part  of  the  war,  he  was  an  aetire  ttuabtr  ti  the  Condi 
or  Safety,  one  of  the  two  Hi^or-Genetali  of  the  mifida,  and  after  te 
death  qf  Ooneral  Wooater  in  Hay,  1777,  he  ma  appointed  iole  l^far- 
Qeoanl  of  the  State  fiteea.  Thii  mi  in  ariliiriii  [iiinlliiiii.  iliaaaailht 
wbdom,  Inlepi^,  and  «  mind  ftrtOe  hi  expediente  and  reaearnee.  It 
reqdred  Ua  eonatant  attention,  and  althoi^  Geo.  Hontfnglon  neror  taot 
die  field  hfanael(  In  actnal  aerrlce,  jet  the  exertion  be  made  fiw  Ua  eBB» 
tij,  oonneeted  with  tbe  exdting  ereala  of  the  day,  and  tlia  |iii«Biiii  of 
pcinde  baafauaa,  deatnyed  hfa  health.  He  waa  ohl^ed  to  retbw  ftem 
pnblio  offiiln  in  1779,  and  tlie  last  seven  ycara  of  bin  lifu  were  pasaed 
nnder  the  gloomy  shadow  of  real  and  imaginary  aulTcring,  mciilal  and 
bodily.    He  died  Oct  5, 1786. 

Qen.  Huntington's  first  wife  waa  Elizabeth  Backus,  uater  of  the  Sev. 
Zsaoo  Backus  of  Middlcborough,  Mass.  Mia  second  wife  waa  Ilanniib, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  Williams  of  PomfrcL  lie  Imd  five  sona  and 
two  danghtera, — the  latter  happily  connected  in  marriage  with  Col.  John 
Cbeator  of  Wethcrsflcld,  and  Rev.  Joaeph  Strong,  collcaguo  aiid  succesaor 
of  Dr.  Lord  in  Norwich.  His  five  sons  settled  around  him,  eatabUsb- 
ing  their  homesteads  in  his  immediate  vicinity ;  tliough  shortly  ader  tba 
death  of  his  father,  tbe  oldest  of  them,  Gen.  Jedidiah,  removed  to  New 
London.* 

*  Tbe  honso  boilt  by  Jedidiob  in  1 TBO,  wot  mbseqnsDtl j  tho  reaidsnca  of  hii  biolbor 
Bbeaexer.  The  othsr  hoases  of  the  Unntinetoa  group  an  more  ancient.  Ooe  «m 
the  JDharitad  homealead  of  (hs  family.  The  next  oldeit  wm  erected  bcTaro  1 740.  Tbe 
Bm  elroa  in  iu  front  wsnuet  onl  by  Ztchuinh  UantiDgton,  who  died  in  1761.  Joihna 
Hootlogton,  bU  wn  Zachariab,  hii  grandson  Andrew,  and  the  laM  Wolcott  Bnntinf . 
ton,  oompriaiDE  fonr  generationa,  have  ineceidTet;  occupied  and  died  in  this  hooae. 
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Gen.  Jedidiah  Huntinoton 

Was  bom  at  Norwich  in  1743,  and  graduated  at  Cambridge  in  1768, 
on  which  occasion  he  pronounced  the  first  English  oration  delivered  in 
that  college  at  commencement.  Settling  near  his  father  in  his  native 
place,  he  engaged  with  him  in  mercantile  pursuits,  but  soon  became  noted 
as  one  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  and  an  activa  captain  of  the  militia.  He 
entered  with  spirit  into  all  the  measures  of  his  townsmen  in  resisting 
oppression,  and  soon  afler  the  skirmish  at  Lexington,  marched  to  Boston 
with  seventy  men,  where  he  remained  for  most  of  the  season  on  duty. 
He  was  afterwards  npjwintcd  Colonel  of  the  8tli  Connecticut  regiment, 
which  was  raised  and  drilled  under  his  orders.  This  regiment  was  the 
best  ecpiippcd  of  any  in  the  colony,  and  was  distinguished  by  a  British 
uniform,  the  Governor  and  Council  having  appropriated  to  them  a  quan- 
tity of  English  rod-coats  Liken  in  a  prize  vessel.  John  Douglas  of  Plain- 
field  was  lieutenant-colonel. 

In  the  summer  of  177C,  Col.  Huntington's  regiment  was  stationed  with 
the  main  army  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York.  In  the  battle  of  Long  Island, 
Aug.  27th,  his  men  fought  with  desperate  bravery.  After  the  action,  six 
captains,  six  lieutenants,  twenly-one  sergeants,  two  drummers,  and  126 
rank  and  file,  were  missing.*  Those  who  were  taken  prisoners  endured 
great  hardships,  and  few  ever  returned  to  their  homes,  most  of  them  dying 
in  the  noted  sugar-house  and  prison-ship  at  New  York,  of  disease  and 
starvation. 

In  1777,  Col.  Huntington  wiis  advanced  to  the  post  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral, which  ofTicc  he  held  during  the  war,  and  at  the  close  of  it  received 
the  appointment  of  Major-Gcneral. 

A(\er  the  war,  he  was  constantly  employed  in  civil  affairs.  On  the 
decease  of  Prosper  Wctmore,  higli  sherilF  of  New  London  county,  in 
1788,  he  was  aj^pointcd  his  successor,  and  the  same  year  had  the  office  of 
State  Treasurer  conferred  upon  him.  The  manner  in  which  this  latter 
appointment  was  announced  in  the  papers,  gives  a  rather  pompous  list  of 
his  honors : 

"  Major  C^iicrnl  irnnting:lon  Ksq.  Vico  President  of  tlio  onlcr  of  Cincinnati,  High 
ShcrifV  for  tlio  county  of  New  Loii'lon,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Norwich,, 
first  AWcrmjvn  of  tlic  city  of  Norwich,  one  of  the  Representatives  of  the  town  in  the 
State  liOglshiture,  nnd  one  of  the  State  Electors,  is  now  oppointod  by  the  Gcneml  Aa- 
scmbly  Treasurer  for  the  State  of  Connecticut." 

Most  of  these  olTices  were  soon  relinquished  for  a  new  appointment. 
Upon  the  organization  of  the  custom-house  system,  under  the  Federal 


•  lliuinan'fl  Records  of  Rev.  War,  p.  89. 
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B  tbrec  districts,  New  T^nilon. 
Kow  B«v«ti,  aad  Falrildd.  Xa  dw  Antitf  tkete  Jistrids,  whidi  hu-luded 
die  flommereaof  Connwtieiit  river  tad  of  the  eoMl  from  lliutiuu  otstwanllj 
to  Bbode  Idand,  Gen.  Huatington  wm  tfjgebaBi  cullcctor,  IIu  ruroovcd 
to  Hew  LoodoQ,  tad  tmtani  on  the  dntiaB  of  Ui  oiricu  August  11,  1769. 
Fnn  OML  dme  tlQ  Me  deeease,  alnKMt  ddrtf  jtmn,  New  Ixindon  wiia  hi* 
hooie.  He  beU  the  dBoe  under  feor  luMMrfTe  Prusidunu,  and  died 
Sept.  SS,  1SI8,  eged  7ft.  J^gneebt^  to  ■  direetkm  coiilaincd  in  liU  will, 
Ui  renuDi^  wfaidi  befixe  the  wID  wu  ofmai  had  Lceo  deposited  in  New 
LondoB,  were  dMnterred,  euiied  to  Norwids  and  luid  in  llic  fiimlty 

Qen.  Hantington  wei  e  man  of  nuO  ■taton  ftnd  sedate  leinperiimenti 
but  of  greet  energj,  iteedbieH,  end  digmty ;  very  ucut  and  i>recia<!  in  tits 
peieonel  eppeemioe^  aod  pidUied,  tboa^  reeenreil,  in  lils  dcmennur.  Ha 
Bide  a  proftwrion  of  reli^oo  at  tlie  age  of  twenty-ihrec,  and  lii^  conduct 
AnoDgh  Ufo  was  that  of  a  ooarittent  ChriaUan.  lie  was  ft  man  of  prnjrer, 
aetire  in  the  prmnodon  of  nUgkms  otgeeti,  Ubernl  in  liia  eLaritiua,  uiid  a 
aealoni  Wend  of  mieriona.  Ho  wu  one  ofthefirat  members  of  ilii;  Amcr- 
ktti  Boaid  of  boouaiieiaaen  for  Fore^  Ifudons,  and  continued  uctivo 
hi  iti  oonoenu  till  hU  death.  Hit  hut  will  cotnravnccs  wiili  ihcse  words, 
"Hj  eonl  hai  hxig  beat  cooaeeratod  to  my  Crealor,  nodi^L-niui-  uml  Caai- 
fatal.' 

Qenwal  Hnntlngton  wai  twice  married.  Hi*  fint  wife  waa  Fahb,  the 
oUeat  dBDgbler  of  the  flnt  Govoraor  Trumbull  Situ  died  Nov.  S4,  I77A, 
leaving  on  only  diild,  tliu  liitu  Jiilivz  lEuiilinglun,  K^q.,  I'rcHidcnt  «r  llio 
Norwich  Bank.  Ity  liia  uceond  wile,  Ann,  diiiiglilei-  of  Tliutniu  Aloure, 
he  hod  seven  cliildrun. 


Andrew  Buntington,  the  second  son  of  Gen.  Jubez,  served  during  tho 
earlier  stages  of  tlic  war  as  an  agent  or  eommissury  to  provide  cloilnn^ 
anna  and  food  for  Connecticut  mgiments.  lie  was  afterwards  engaged  to 
merchandise  and  the  manufueture  of  pi^ier. 

Joshua,  the  tliird  son  of  Gen.  Jul>e9!,  threw  himself  into  the  volunteer 
ranks  at  the  Snl  hoom  of  the  Lexington  alarm,  and  served  ns  a  soldier  at 
■the  siege  of  Itostoii,  and  during  tiie  ciimpuign  of  I77C  in  New  York  and 
New  Jersey.  lie  was  subsequently  employed  in  the  commissary  deport- 
ment In  tlie  later  ycai-s  of  the  war  he  was  ttie  agent  of  Wodswonh  & 
Carter  of  Hartford  in  supplying  the  French  army  at  Newport  wilh  pro- 
visions. He  had  also  tlie  cliarge  of  all  prizes  sent  by  the  French  navy  to 
Connecticut,  consigned  to  their  agents,  Wadnworth  &  Garter.  His  mill* 
tary  rank  at  llie  close  of  the  war  was  that  of  colonel. 
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In  1789)  he  was  appointed  county  shcrifT,  and  retained  the  office  till  bis 
death  in  1821. 

Col.  Huntington  had  but  one  child,  a  daughter,  who  married  Hon. 
Frederick  Wolcott  of  Litchfield. 


GkN.    EnKNKZKK   IIUNTINQTON. 


Ebenczer,  the  fourth  son  of  Gen.  .Tube/.,  was  a  member  of  Yale  College, 
and  within  two  months  of  completing  his  course  wlien  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill  was  fought.  He  and  otiicr  ardent  young  patriots  of  his  class  asked 
permission  of  President  Daggett  to  leave  the  institution  and  enlist  as  vol- 
unteers in  the  army  tlint  was  gathering  at  Boston.  Being  refused,  they 
decamped  in  the  night,  hastened  to  Wethersfield,  where  there  was  a 
recniiting  station,  enrolled  their  names,  and  were  soon  on  duty  at  the 
heights  of  Dorchester. 

Mr.  Huntington  was  at  first  threatened  by  the  College  faculty  with  the 
loss  of  his  d(»grec,  but  ultimately,  as  he  was  under  no  previous  censure, 
he  was  allowed  to  graduate  with  his  class  in  1775. 

In  the  army  he  rose  by  successive  promotions  to  the  rank  of  colonel, 
and  took  part  in  several  of  the  most  remarkable  contests  of  the  war. 
Afler  his  commission  as  captain  of  a  company  in  October,  1776,  he  lived 
with  the  army,  and  was  ever  at  his  post  in  camp  and  field,  losing  no  time 
in  long  furloughs  for  rest  and  recreation.  Subsequent  to  the  evacuation 
of  New  York,  his  regiment  was  stationed  on  the  Hudson,  at  Fort  Lee, 
Tarry  town,  and  Tappan  Bay.  In  1778  he  was  sent  in  command  of  a 
battalion  to  Uliode  Island  to  operate  against  the  British,  who  ihen  held 
possession  of  NewporL  He  afterwards  joined  the  main  anny  and  partici- 
pated in  several  severe  engagements  with  the  enemy.  At  the  siege  of 
Yorktown,  he  served  a  part  of  the  time  as  volunteer  aid  to  Gen.  Lincoln, 
and  in  that  capacity  witnessed  the  magnificent  spectacle  of  the  surrender 
of  Cornwallis  to  the  soldiers  of  liberty.*  He  remained  on  duty  with  the 
army  till  the  troops  were  disbanded,  having  served  through  the  whole  war 
from  April,  1775,  to  May,  1783. 

General  Huntington  retired  from  the  army  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of 
merchandize.  But  his  experience  and  tact  in  military  evolutions  and  dis- 
cipline made  it  desirable  that  he  should  be  retained  in  the  home  service. 
In  1792  he  was  appointed  Major-General  of  the  mihtia  of  the  State,  an 
office  which  he  held  more  than  thirty  years,  under  six  successive  Gov- 
ernors. 


*  In  TrumbitH's  liistoricnl  picturo  of  the  surroiidcr  of  Coruwallis,  Gen.  Huntington 
is  rcproontcd  in  the  group  of  American  ofllcers,  his  portrait  having  boon  taken  bj  the 
artist  from  life. 


4S0  HiaVOBT    OF    HOBWIOII 

In  1790  be  wm  tfpdatai  hf  Pniidant  AOtaa,  at  Iha  rtemmmkOm 
of  G«una  VMUngton,  *  Brigadler-OsiMnl  In  Ae  Uidled  StaiM  OTI7, 
ndMd  npon  Um  ipfttvlmidao  of  a  war  vfdi  France.  In  UlO^and  apdn 
In  1817,  be  wu  abated  member  of  Ctongiw.  Xb  (Red  Jmw  17,  ISN»  to 
Qie  80tb  rear  of  Ui  age. 

General  Hnnttnglon  was  noted  for  Ma  fine  mmAj  fimn,  and  ndBlarr 
d^octmcnt.  He  waa  twioe  married.  £Qb  fliat  iriA  wai  Sandi  lAam  oT 
Coldwateri  Us  aeoood,  Vtaj  Lncreda,  dao^tler  of  Qen.  Sannca  Ha- 
CUOm  flf  Woodatodc. 


Zadiariak,  the  fifth  ku  of  Qen.  Jabea  Hnatingtan,  waa  too  Toug  to 
take  part  in  tbe  Berolntlanflrr  eonteat^  bat  he  atttdned  a  hi^  rank  la  A» 
rnffiHa,  and  waa  endowed  bj  nature  with  nan;  BiMier4ike  gnaHtk^  ■■< 
commanding  peteoo,  a  vwoe  of  great  eompaa^  flimneaa  of  papaa^  mi 
babita  of  great  predrion  and  aooarat^. 

It  is  aeUom  that  five  each  distingulahed  men  as  the  bnlhen  Honthig 
tdD  aippBU  In  one  fluniljr,  all  living  to  an  age  ran^g  ftwn  aavont;  |» 
flightf«lx  Tears. 


Joairn  Tsuhbiill,  OommJnaTjf. 
When  the'  war  oommoioed,  Norwidi  had  on  her  roll  ofinhabllaala  ■• 
one  of  fldrer  prombe  or  of  mora  snilous  devotion  lo  llio  cauao  of  libeKjr 
than  Joeepli  Tmmliiill.  lie  was  tlic  oldest  sun  of  Cuvcmor  Trumbull, 
and  bom  at  Lebnnon,  Unrch  11,  1737,  but  lind  been  fur  twulvo  or  fifteen 
years  a  resident  in  Norwich,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  business,  Ihe 
mnnidpal  afiturs  and  patriotio  proceedings  of  tbc  town.  In  1775,  be  waa 
appointed  tbe  first  Coramisenry- General  of  tbe  American  arm/,  on  im- 
portant and  honorable  office,  but  bringing  witli  it  a  erUBliiiig  weight  of 
perplexity,  labor,  and  responsibility.  Ho  devoted  himself  with  unremit- 
dng  ardor  to  his  duties,  and  was  soon  worn  out  by  tbem.  In  July,  1778, 
he  eame  from  Philadelphia  with  a  desponding  heart  and  a  broken  consti- 
'  tution.  His  father  and  other  friends  gathered  around  him,  nndaflcr  a  few 
days  of  rest,  he  was  carefully  removed  from  liis  home  in  Norwich  to  his 
falher'a  house  in  Lebanon,  whei'e  he  died  July  23d,  aged  42. 

The  hopes  of  bia  friends,  who  expected  much  from  his  talents  and 
integii^,  and  whose  affections  were  fondly  lized  upon  his  pereon,  were 
blasted  by  his  untimely  death.  In  the  eulogy  pronounced  at  his  funeral, 
great  praise  is  awarded  to  his  abilities,  his  patriotism,  and  Ins  moral  worth, 
and  it  is  added,  "In  all  the  winning  and  agreeable  arts  of  life,  he  had  no 
superior."  These  qualities  account  for  tlie  tender  attachment  of  bia 
iriends,  and  the  lamentationa  that  were  uttered  on  bis  death. 
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Col.  John  Durkee. 

Could  the  life  of  this  able  and  valiant  soldier  be  written  in  detail,  it 
would  form  n  work  of  uncommon  interest  Onlj  the  outlines  can  now  be 
recovered,  but  they  arc  of  a  nature  that  indicates  a  career  full  of  adven- 
ture and  a  character  deeply  imbued  with  patriotic  resolution.  He  was  an 
actor  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars,  in  the  stamp-act  excitement,  in  the 
Wyoming  settlement  and  conflict  with  the  Pennaraites,  and  in  many  of 
the  stirring  scenes  of  tlie  Revolution. 

John  Durkec  was  a  native  of  Windham,  but  settled  early  in  life  at 
Norwich.  He  served  upon  the  frontier,  against  tlie  French,  in  several 
distinct  expeditions,  and  aflcrwnnls  held  the  rank  of  major  in  the  militia. 
He  kept  nn  inn,  cultivated  a  farm,  and  was  often  engaged  in  public  busi- 
ness. After  the  repeal  of  the  stiiminact,  he  became  interested  in  the  pur- 
cliase  maile  by  the  Susquehannah  Company  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  one 
of  the  forty  pioneers  sent  out  by  the  company  in  1769,  to  take  possession 
of  the  Wyoming  Valley.  Robert  Durkee  was  also  of  the  company,  and 
the  first  fortress  erected  by  these  emigrants  wn^s  called  Fort  Durkee. 

Against  this  scanty  band  of  8cttlci*8,  the  Pennamites  or  Pennsylvania 
claimants  of  the  valley  soon  appeared  in  considerable  force,  and  an  obsti- 
nate contest  for  the  possession  of  the  territory  ensued.  Mtgor  Durkee 
was  at  one  time  carried  to  Philadelphia  as  a  prisoner,  but  when  released, 
returned  to  the  scene  of  conflict  After  a  long  and  stormy  experience, 
the  Connecticut  party  so  far  prevailed  sl%  to  keep  possession  of  their  set- 
tlements. 

Wilkcsbarre — a  name  compounded  from  those  of  John  Wilkes  and  Col. 
Barr6,  English  politicians  who  had  warmly  espoused  the  American  cause 
in  the  days  of  the  stamp-act — was  one  of  the  towns  founded  by  the  Con- 
necticut emigrants.  As  Durkee  had  been  a  strenuous  partizan  on  the 
side  defended  by  these  English  orators,  and  was  a  leader  of  high  author- 
ity in  the  Connecticut  party,  it  is  quite  probable  that  the  town  is  indebted 
for  its  name  to  his  suggestion  and  influence.* 

Major  Durkee  afterwards  returned  to  Norwich,  and  the  trouble  with 
England  deepening  and  gradually  overshadowing  the  land,  he  relinquished 
the  idea  of  removing  to  tlic  western  wilderness.  His  brother  Robert 
remained  at  Wyoming^f  and  was  subsequently  one  of  the  victims  of 
Indian  barbarity  in  the  fearful  slaughter  of  July  3,  1778.  His  name  is 
on  the  connncmorative  monument  in  the  Wyoming  Valley. 

Major  Durkee  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  a  regiment,  and  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Long  Island,  Harlem  Heights,  White  Plains,  Tren- 

*  Ono  of  tlio  nephews  of  Major  Diirkoo  hnd  tho  given  nnmo  of  Barr6. 

t  Tlicy  wcro  couflins  nnd  brothcre-in-Invr.    Kobort's  wife  was  sister  to  Col.  John. 
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too,  and  Koomonth.  He  was  libo  irith  Geo.  Suflim  la  te  •zpattln 
■giiDrttheSlxKitfoiH.  BiitUsh«ltkgnMlwll7lUlad,aiidlal7Wka 
vflrigped  Ut  aMBtnaad,  Mkd  WH  KMOMded  by  lieut  OoL  ThoMM  Cbon^ 
BOF  Qt  f  onnnt* 

Ha  dkd  befcn  the  nbrn  of  pwoe^  Ifjij  89, 178S,  fai  Ut  SM  yaw. 
One  of  Ui  1011%  a  Toothfiil  Talimtew,  ifed  17  jmn,  died  fai  1777^  «f 
wonndi  noeiTed  In  S^fiitiag  fiv  hit  oondiy.* 


CbL  ibiffaiAi  TXrMp  wu  anoilwr  plluit  oOcer  who  eemd  (a  &■ 
legnlar  umy.  He  enliatad  u  tint  lieoteimnt  in  April,  1775t  ww  p»> 
moled  by  RWOMBiTe  aleiH  to  the  mik  of  oolooel,  aad  oontliiiMd  io  Ae 
MnloD  to  tbo  «id  of  the  war. 

ObL  ^oMmI  Sagtn,  at  the  State  miUtla,  wa«  often  caOed  oat  during 
the  war.  la  177S,  hie  regiment  waa  lent  with  othen  from  dw  State  to 
the  Otj  of  New  Tork.  It  waa  afterward*  Mreral  tiam  ocdered  to  Oa 
matera  bocder^Uoe  of  OoonectionL  In  1761  he  was  on  dnqr  at  Bya  aad 
Hbcaenedt. 

•  The  brolban  Oh-iHoplfr  and  Bm^iA  Ugk^utS,  beh»gii«  to  the 
State  milhbi,  were  oAen  ■mnmoned  to  the  Ma-eoast  upon  an  abra  of 
Invasion,  or  to  take  a  tarn  in  manning  the  fbrti  and  bMteriee.  In  1777, 
Baa^jafa  LeOlngweU,  then  eapdUn  of  a  company,  poribnnod  a  tour  of  dn^ 
In  Rhode  lalond. 

Cliristoi)lior  Lcfi'mgwcll  wns  nii  cnrly  iiiul  iiclivc  inciiibcr  of  IIir  oom- 
mitteo  of  correspondence,  and  cniiiicntl/  useful  in  ixtusiiij;  the  itpiiit  of 
the  people,  and  in  devising  vrnys  and  means  by  wliich  llie  common  cause 
might  be  benefited. 

lie  was  a  grandson  of  the  second  Thomas  Jjcflingkvell  of  Norwich,  and 
died  Not.  27,  1810,  aged  7G  years.  His  life  through  its  wlwle  Icngtli 
was  active,  useful,  and  prosperous.  It  fulls  to  llie  lot  of  few  men  in  pri- 
vate life  to  bcncflt  a  community  so  largely  as  Norwicli  was  profited  by  the 
enterprise  of  CoL  I^ffingwelL 

Ca^.  David  Nevim  enlisted  early  in  the  contest  for  liberty,  and  lived 
long  to  witness  its  happy  results.  He  was  first  employed  as  the  confiden- 
tial messenger  of  the  Norwich  committee  of  corrcs|>oiidencc,  one  of  those 
voluntary  pAtriolic  agencies  that  managed  ttie  whole  business  of  tlie  Itev- 
olution  in  its  earlier  stages.     His  personal  activity  mid  daring  spirit,  com- 

*  Oat  of  tvoiitf  TccniiEs  lliat  onlJiEctl  from  Norwich  in  tho  compniij  of  Capt,  Nn- 
tbuii«l  Webb  of  Wiailhun,  (Durkcc'i  r^imont,)  from  1776  Io  177B,  enf{agingto  Borru 
dniing  tlM  ir>r,  onlyycur  w«re  ovor  20  yearg  ot  ago,    \Voll'<  Ordorl;  Uoolc. 
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bined  with  trastworthincss  and  ardent  participation  in  the  popular  canse, 
peculiarly  fitted  him  for  the  work.  But  the  battle  of  Lexington  carried 
him  from  all  minor  employments  into  the  army.  He  joined  the  8th  com- 
pany, Gth  regiment,  wliich  was  organized  on  Norwich  Green  in  May,  1775, 
and  was  its  color-bearer  on  DorcJicster  Heights. 

Ho  remained  with  the  army  during  tlic  siege  of  Boston,  the  occupation 
of  New  York,  and  the  retreat  through  the  Jerseys,  returning  Iiome  in  the 
winter  of  1777.  He  did  not,  however,  relinquish  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try, but  was  several  times  again  in  the  field  upon  various  emergencies 
during  the  war. 

Cnpt.  Nevins  was  bom  at  Canterbury,  Sept.  12, 1747,  and  died  in  New 
York,  Jan.  21, 1838,  aged  90.  He  had  twelve  children.  The  late  Henry 
Nevins  of  Norwich,  Russell  II.  and  Rufus  L.  Ncvhis,  brokers  of  New 
York,  Samuel,  James  and  Richard  Nevins  of  Pliiladelphia,  and  Rev. 
William  Nevins,  installed  pastor  of  the  Fii*st  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Baltimore  in  1820,  were  his  sons.  His  wife  was  Mary,  oldest  daughter 
of  Russell  Hubbard.* 

Capt.  Jcdidiali  Jli/de,  son  of  the  Separatist  minister,  born  in  1738,  left 
his  farm  and  family — a  wife  and  eight  children — to  enlist  among  the  first 
recruits  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  After  the  war  he  removed  to  Vermont, 
and  about  the  year  1788  established  himself  at  Hyde  Park  in  that  Statev 
which  place  derives  its  name  from  him.  He  died  in  1825.  By  two  wives 
he  had  fifteen  children,  ail  of  whom  lived  to  enter  the  married  state,  and 
became  heads  of  families. 

CapL  James  ITf/de,  of  Kcnu  Ilill,  who  married  Martha  Nevins,  and 
Gapt,  Janies  Ifi/dc.f  of  (he  West  Farms,  whoso  wife  was  Eunice  Backus, 
were  both  engaged  in  the  Uevolutionary  contest ;  the  former  on  the  land, 
and  the  latter  on  the  sea.  Capt.  Hyde  of  the  army  was  a  man  noted  for 
his  gentleness  and  philanthropy,  yet  he  enlisted  early,  fought  bravely,  and 
served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  Great  must  have  been  the  hatred  of  Brit- 
ish tyranny,  that  moved  such  a  spirit  to  rush  into  the  battle-field.  Ue 
was  afterward  a  ]\Iethodist  local  preacher. 

•  The  mother  of  Capt.  Nevins  was  n  daughter  of  Col.  Simon  Lathrop,  who  foaght 
at  Lonishui-p;  in  1745.  His  father,  whoso  name  lie  perpetuated,  was  supposed  to  be  of 
Scotch  origin,  !)ut  came  from  Massachusetts  to  Connecticut,  married  Mary  Lathrop, 
find  settled  in  Canterbury  on  a  farm  of  300  acres  given  her  by  her  father.  About  ten 
-years  after  liis  marriage,  ho  was  accidentally  drowned  in  tho  Quinebang  river,  as  else- 
where in  this  work  related. 

He  loft  five  rliihlrcn  :  Capt.  David,  above  mentioned  ;  Samuel  and  Betsey,  who  diod 
unmarried  ;  Mary,  who  mnrricd  Nathan  Lord  of  Lord's  Dridgo,  Lisbon ;  and  Martha, 
wife  of  Capt.  Jamcfl  Ilydo  of  Norwich. 
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Cfa^  Jmni  Trmmf  Mrrad  m  %  tommissniy  during  the  siege  of  Itoaion, 
Wid  itwywlly  fcw^  tfa  mmty  upon  Ihc  sea.  After  lUe  warlm  went 
fetothoWflMbfiKtiwIakWHt  dM  at  Dematum  iu  1790.  Willbm  G. 
tnaj,  at  mAf  aad  praBiaaDt  Mttler  ut  Wliitc^towii,  Nuw  Vuik,  wtu  Lie 


■t  FaftOrinraU 
Tern  maud.    Sa 


Cfapt  iSbwan  EmHuglcm  cowiMnJcd  a  eoapMnxtB  OoL  "BmJimpmit 
wgliHMH,  and  Mrred  Aioa^  ths  flnt  two  campidpit  of  tlw  war.  B* 
WMftiMBor  b(rid,adTCBtiinMH^irit,aiid  had.t^keo  «  eoMfioyow  put 
itt  railitiDEB  to  Ibe  •tu^  «et.    Ha  diod  k  1617,  ifad  77. 


Oyt:  JBUs  Ate-,  oT  Kmridi,  wu  fai  the 
iriHo  it  WM  ttaoBnA  \ij  Om  Britiih,  and  racwTed 
died  at  Si«  BaitKiff,  LoDg  Idmd,  in  1617. 

XJiwC  Jmirwm  Orumotd,  of  Dnriu^s  r^IIMB^  wai  wooaded  at  Oe 
bilde  of  Gennantown  bj  a  ImII  in  the  knee,  and  made  a  ei^ple  Ar  Vk. 
He  la7  ftr  ten  mootha  in  the  Iraqutal  at  Beading  Feen,  and  vae  after* 
wafd  only  aide  to  peribnn  light  lerviee  in  camp  ami  liwtnM.  Bat  lie  atiD 
ehi«  to  the  annj,  end  when  the  war  dosed,  wai  at  Wert  fdnt.  Hedied 
at  Nenridi  hi  16S7,  at  the  age  of  7S. 

CUfL  Sieltard  tmk^  %  natiTe  of  LeieeMer,  Heu.,  lemd  during  laait 
of  Oie  war  in  the  Conneetient  militia,  and  wa«  alationed  at  Ua^wj^  «mI 

at  ^hklll,  N.  Y.  lie  bc'tongml  l»  u  conitMuiy  vS  nrtillcunt,  hikI  ri-mriled 
for  llila  com[uuiy  ot  Nurwii;li  ill  Septi:iiilM;r,  1777.  All<:r  lliu  umL-liiHion 
of  tlio  wur,  lio  oiuio  lu  NurwiLli,  tiiiirriuil  lliu  Hiatur  ul'  Liuiil.  Aiidniw 
Oriawold,  and  beaune  n  permanent  inhabitant  of  tlio  place.  He  Oicd  in 
1810. 

177C,  and  wiu  uii 


Cbpf.  Andrew  LaOirop  cominuiided  a  eoinpoiiy  i 
du^  in  New  York. 

The  brothers  A»a  and  Arunah  W(Uerinan  took  an  active  [tart  in  the  war 
oa  soldiers,  agents,  and  commissaries. 

Captains  Ata  JSngtbury  and  Ebenexer  JJaruhom,  John  EilU  and  Jot/aui 
Sarher,  all  of  the  West  Funoa,  were  in  the  Hcrrieo  fur  longer  or  shorter 
periods. 

Mhetuxer  and  Simon  Perkint,  not  brothers,  but  both  of  the  Ncweul  fom- 
fly,  were  Revolutionary  captains. 

lAtui.  J/athaniel  Kirtland,  of  Newcut,  waa  killed  iu  bultlo  Oei.  12, 
1777. 
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LieiU.  Charles  Fanning  has  been  already  mentioned,  but  merits  a  more 
emphatic  notice.  He  was  an  ensign  of  the  4th  Connecticut  battalion  in 
177G,  was  oft^n  referred  to  as  one  of  the  town's  quota  during  the  war, 
and  is  on  the  roll  of  continental  officers  that  served  till  the  army  was  dis- 
banded. 

It  would  be  a  pleasing  task  to  register  the  names  and  memorials  of  all 
those  old  soldiers  and  patriots  of  Norwich  to  whom  later  generations  are 
80  much  indebted ;  but  after  the  most  diligent  gleaning,  only  a  few  indi- 
viduals ciin  be  named.  The  town  covered  a  large  area.  It  furnished  a 
tlirong  of  volunteers  at  the  opening  of  the  war,  and  its  regular  quota 
adcrwards.  Ihit  we  have  no  muster-roll  of  the  men,  and  respecting  many 
of  the  offifors  nothing  is  recovered  beyond  a  casual  reference  in  the  rela- 
tion of  incidental  matters,  or  the  record  of  a  death.* 

The  highest  honor  belongs  to  those  who  served  during  the  whole  war. 
The  following:  have  an  undoubted  claim  to  this  distinction,  as  various  pub- 
lic records  ami  returns  show  that  half-pay  during  life,  and  bounty  landsy 
were  awarded  to  ihcni  by  the  government  on  that  account. 

Rev.  John  Ellis,  chaplain. 
l»rig.  Gen.  Jedi<liah  Huntington. 
Lieut.  Col.  Ebenczer  Huntington. 
Major  Benjamin  Tliroop. 
Lieut.  Charles  Fanning. 

"      James  Hyde. 

"      Andrew  Gr  is  wold. 

"      Silas  Goodell. 

"      Jacob  Kingsbury.f 

Preston  was  so  near  to  Norwich,  and  its  military  companies  were  so  • 
often  United  with  those  of  the  latter,  that  the  names  of  its  prominent  offi- 
cers slide  easily  into  our  history.  Colonels  John  Tyler  and  Samuel  Mott, 
Majors  Natiian  Petens,  Jeremiah  Halsey  and  Edward  Mott,  Capts.  Sam- 
uel Capron  and  Jacob  Meech,  were  some  of  the  patriots  and  soldiers  from 
that  town  who  bieasted  the  first  waters  of  the  Revolution,  and  were  often 
allerwanls  in  the  field  during;  the  war. 

Major  I'ctei's  enlisted  as  an  ensign  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Edward 
Iklott,  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  mid  soon  rose  to  the  rank 
of  captain.  In  1777  he  w.as  appointed  brigade-major  in  the  Rhode  Island 
campaign  under  General  Tyler,  and  performed  several  other  tours  of 
detached  service  during  the  war. 


*  Olio  of  tlio  last  lingering  soldicra  of  the  old  war,  la  tlio  town  plot,  was  Joshua 
Ycomniis,  who  died  Aug.  8,  1835,  ngcd  83. 

t  SafTel's  Records  of  Rev.  War. 
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HipfMnliig  to  be  at  bone  on  ftIriM^^  k  SupUnber,  1781,  wImb  Om 
&itUt  nude  a  deaeeot  npoo  New  London,  with  obaraeteriitia  ardor  be 
mhed  to  the  oeene  of  aotioo,  and  was  the  ftnt  pefMB  wbe  «Mand  Chnlen 
Pbrt  after  It  iMid  been  deaorted  and  a  tr^  Ud  for  ibi  daMnedM  b;^  tta 
Biitlih  troopt.  Hovering  in  (be  vioidtf,  be  ooanelj  waked  ftr  tteaa  to 
leave  the  premlaes  belwe  he  canllooily-  entoMd  On  Art,  and  with  water 
ftom  tbe  pump  extingniibad  the  tr^  wUA  bad  been  bdd  to  eaue  an 
e^pkrioQ  of  die  magailne.  bi  five  ndnBtea  nore  the  whote  wonld-hvra 
been  a  heap  of  nriM,  under  which  the  dead  and  dyiag  woald  have  baai 
bniad. 

lIi)jorPetan£edial8H>SBd  79- 

Dr.  PhQIp  'ntnier  of  Norwich  merila  an  honorable  nolie^  aa  a  amgeen 
of  die  B«v<dntkMua7  period.  Be  enleied  the  Fiwhxial  armj  in  1758^ 
wlien  oolj  twentf  jean  of  i^;e,  «■  an  aaristant  surgeon,  and  aemd  apoa 
the  northern  frontier,  apdmt  the  Frenoh.  He  loet  none  of  hi*  patriodi 
ardor  ia  after  file,  Ixit  offered  his  servloes  to  his  ootmlij  in  177fi,  and  WM 
with  the  armj  at  Bozbor^  and  in  the  ardnooa  campaigns  in  Hew  Yodt 
and  Pennsylvania.  Am  a  hospital  sorgeon,  no  nan  in  the  ooonlrjr  stoad 
heArehbn.    Geo.  Jedidiah  Huntington  sud  of  hfant 

"Boeliir  TniiNc  tablMMd  with  s  Mtnnl  ladglii  bu  woandi  sal s  dsaUtbj  la 


He  retired  from  tbe  service  in  1778,  retnniing  to  Ids  ton 
neous  duties  ns  s  druggist,  |)li7sirian  nnd  surgeon.  His  skill  tn  a  surgical 
operator  was  so  V'cll  uiidtinitood  lliut  lio  wua  onun  suininuiietl  lo  iiiaimgo 
critical  cnaes,  not  only  from  [loinls  far  back  in  tlio  cuuutry,  but  fruni  New 
York  and  Philadclpliin. 

In  the  year  1800  lie  removed  to  New  York,  where  ho  had  chorgo  of 
iho  govennocnt  ho.ipitals,  nnd  llicrc  died  in  18IS, 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

iHOcuLATioif.    Bivimoif  OF  TiiR  TowN.    Rbview  OF  We8t  Farms,  Pauti- 
PAUG,  New  Concord,  Newbnt,  Hanover,  and  Long  Sooibtibs. 

TiiK  eight  Pocielica  into  wliicli  llio  nrca  of  Norwich  was  divided^  in  the 
mniii  drew  well  together,  heiiig  usually  liarmonious  in  opinion  on  all  the 
gn^xi  cjuestions  of  niomlity,  lihcrly,  and  tlic  puhlic  good.  Tlid  violent 
diKpnle;*  whirh  at  various  perio<l.s  have  agitated  the  town,  although  some- 
times sectional,  have  more  freciucntly  resulted  from  clashing  interests  in 
regard  to  property,  privilege,  and  partizanahip. 

In  17()(>,  a  conflict  was  hcgun  with  respect  to  inoculation  for  the  small 
pox,  whi(!li  came  very  near  hcing  interminable.  Individuals  had  been 
agitating  the  question  for  many  years,  and  it  was  now  proposed  to  the 
town  in  this  form,  viz.:  Will  the  town  approve  of  Dr.  Elisha  Lord's  pro- 
ceeding to  inoculate  for  the  small  jwx,  under  any  regulations  whatever? 
The  vote  was  in  the  negative.  The  subject  was  resumed  again  and  again, 
with  the  same  result.  The  popular  feeling  was  excited  almost  to  violence 
whenever  the  faculty  brought  up  the  question. 

In  1773,  Dr.  Philip  Turner  and  Dr.  Jonathan  Loomis  opened  a  hos- 
pital for  inoculjition  on  an  island  in  the  Sound,  off  Stonington,  but  the 
inhabitants  on  the  main-land  strenuously  opposing  the  system,  and  the  hos- 
tility deepening,  they  were  obliged  to  relinquish  even  this  island  project 
In  August,  1774,  Dr.  Loomis  was  arrested  and  committed  to  prison  on 
the  charge  of  having  communicated  the  infection  of  small  |K)x  by  inocula- 
tion to  two  persbns  in  Stonington.  He  escaped  from  his  cell  after  a  few 
days  confinement,  and  the  Norwich  jail-keeper,  Sims  Edgerton,  advertised 
him  and  olTered  a  reward  for  his  apprehension,  as  would  have  been  done 
in  the  case  of  a  notorious  criminal. 

Dr.  Elisha  Tracy  aUo,  though  well  known  in  this  part  of  the  colony,  for 
an  honorable  and  skillful  physician,  was  presented  by  the  grand-jury  as 
guilty  of  a  cognizable  ofTence  in  communicating  the  small  pox  to  certain 
individuals  by  inoculaticm,  and  held  to  answer  for  the  same  before  the 
county  court  in  a  bond  of  £G0.  These  facts  suffice  to  show  the  ignorance, 
prejudice  and  fierce  excitement  with  which  the  great  discovery  of  Jenner 
was  greeted  in  this  district. 
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VtAr  io  1787,  Tin.  BUbB  Marrifk  and  Pliiluiiiun  Truiy  iini.Kt  mi  alTi.n 
to'obtaia  peniii«loa  to  tpiB  ■  hotfiiiul  HomuwUui-u  in  the  iHiHioud  [>r  iliu 
town,  to  ba  onder  Ibe  «aatml  of  tbe  aclcotmcu,  Init  iliia  wns  n<.'g:uiv(»l  in 
thA  ndo  of  two  to  ooa.  A  weand  a&ct  wm  OMto  Um  mm  7«wr,  with  • 
remit  orcrwhalinhig  in  ditooaragMBontr-^ght  afftliut  thaM  to  om  !• 
UMlrftvor. 

TbMo  eMtgado  phTdeiuu,  tboogh  feOed  ia  A^  appUwOlaB  to  dto 
town  MlbniliM,  pMemmd  In  th^  gn«t  olijaet  TliB7.Mnn«d«bM»- 
dfbl  «Dd  ndrad  lUintloB  on  the  teak  of  the  tfrer,  ia  Uut  pert  of  Ibe 
Malngin  nMmtioa  kaown  ■•  Meeiepeift  and  WMdwr  on  Uw  Adgirie 
6am,  boUt  in  tbe  town  of  lfbntTiUe»  end  at  length  brangbt  their  Aeoiy 
into  iooeeHAtl  pnutioe:  Jeremiah  Bogan  and  Dnvid  H.  Jewatt  of  Kenir 
villa  beii^  (bdr  aMoeitlea. 

The  tide  bad  begim  to  ton,  and  tn  17ftS  •  qtedal  town  neetfaig  wm 
wnned  to  oonetder  the  Mbjed,  under  tbe  ozpeetatkn  diat  a  vote  wooU 
bo  obl^aed  to  permit  Inoenktfoa  withfai  Ibe  Dmiti  of  Oe  town.  lUi 
hope  waa  dia^pointod ;  Uui  appoottian  was  vehenuntt  *  m^foritj  wa«  ti 
&TDr  of  llie  notion,  bat  tiie  law  roqidred  two41Urda  of  tbe  Toioee  preeaa^ 
and  it  wae  lottf—jtu  56,  nqu  K.  Tht  oonfliet  eontbned  tlim  jean 
longv. 

At  a  town  meetfaig  on  the  8tb  of  October,  1796,  a  AiU  vote  wai  gErea, 
granlfaig  liber^  to  Dra.  Tncj  and  Jame*  W.  Wliidng  to  open  a  ho^ital 
fiar  inocnlaiion  tbe  IbUowing  April,  in  soch  iilace  and  Mibjeet  to  each  ny 
nbulons  h  the  civU  aolhori^  ibonld  deem  prutior.  Aocuidinglf ,  the  oast 
jear,  the  bouao  of  Jolin  Allen,  wittiin  a  Uiiln  uT  lliu  courl-liuiiHo,  wiu  occu- 
pied oa  a  hoapilal,  \rf  iKiiiiLuion  of  tliu iteleutniun,  uiid  idler  lliis  tlieru  wan 
no  controveraj  on  lUe  subject. 


IHvition  of  ihe  Town. 

The  diviaton  of  the  town  took  pluco  in  178G.  Thia  waa  accomplished 
in  tbe  most  amicable  manner,  by  mutual  consulUktion  and  concnrrence. 

A  town  meeting  was  conreucd,  and  draA:*  of  two  memoriala  to  tliu 
General  Assembly  were  presented  :  one  hy  Nathaniel  Kingsbury,  asking 
that  tlie  three  poi'iahes  of  Weat  Farms,  New  Coucoi'd  und  Pautipaug 
might  be  made  a  disliiict  town  ;  and  tlic  other  by  Joaepli  Perkins,  tlutt 
Newent,  Hanover  and  a  part  of  Lung  Soeiety  might  be  made  a  distinct 
town.  Against  the  first  only  one  vote  was  given,  and  against  the  other 
not  a  single  voice  was  raised.  The  representatives  of  tlie  town  wore 
directed  to  lay  the  two  memorials  before  the  Assembly,  and  to  sluto  the 
amicalile  manner  in  which  tlie  affair  had  been  managed. 

The  General  Committee  appointed  on  the  division  consisted  of  four 
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{icrson.s  viz.,  Capt.  Ebenezcr  Baldwin,  Deacon  Joseph  Bushnell,  Samuel 
Leflingwell,  and  Capt  Andrew  Perkins.  The  repeated  consultations  of 
this  committee  with  committees  of  the  various  societies,  resulted  in  the 
formation  of  four  towns  instead  of  three.  First  Society  and  Chelsea,  to 
constitule  the  town  of  Norwich ;  Hanover  and  Newcnt,  another  town ; 
West  and  Eighth  Societies,  a  third ;  and  New  Concord  a  town  by  itselfl 

East  Society  was  to  be  annexed  to  Preston, — the  middle  waters  of  the 
Thames,  Shetucket  and  Quinebaug  constituting  the  eastern  boundary-line 
of  Norwich. 

These  proceedings  were  readily  sanctioned  by  the  Legislature,  and  the 
three  new  towns  incorporated  at  the  May  session  the  same  year,  under  the 
names  of  Lisbon,  Franklin,  and  Bozrah. 

The  old  town  continued  to  convene  once  a  year,  to  settle  accounts  and 
adjust  clnims,  until  1701,  when  they  had  llieir  last  meeting. 

In  18G1,  the  town  of  Spragnc,  compri:«ing  a  part  of  Lisbon  and  Frank- 
lin, was  incorporat(Ml,  and  as  tlic  western  part  of  both  Preston  and  Gris- 
wold  originally  belonged  to  Norwich,  thci*e  fire  now  fiYe  whole  towns  and 
parts  of  two  othc^rs  within  the  limits  of  the  nine-milos-square. 

The  division  of  the  town  was  undoubtedly  a  wise  and  salutary  measure. 
But  an  historian  who  has  hitherto  considered  the  ninc-miles-square  as  a 
beautiful  whole,  can  not  but  sigh  to  see  the  integrity  of  his  province  de- 
stroyed, and  may  be  allowed  to  linger  awhile  over  those  relinquished  soci- 
eties which  will  henceforward  have  a  distinct  history  of  their  own. 


Second  Society :   West  Farms,  or  Franklin, 

The  sotllcmonta  in  this  society  were  almost  coeval  with  thasc  in  the 
town-plot.  Farms  were  here  laid  out  to  the  first  proprietors,  and  passed 
into  the  hands  of  their  sons,  who  became  actual  residents.  Hence  the 
names  of  Lathrop,  Ilydc,  Abel,  Birchard,  Tracy,  Edgerton,  Huntington, 
Watennan,  are  the  earliest  in  Franklin. 

But  with  the  next  generation  new  names  are  introduced.  Armstrong, 
Hartshorn,  Hazen,  Johnson,  Kingsbury,  Ladd,  Marshall,  Metcalf,  Rudd, 
and  others,  appear  before  1700,  or  soon  after  that  period.  The  enlarged 
population  and  thriving  condition  of  this  part  of  the  township  in  a  short 
time  rendered  a  separate  ecclesiastical  organization  both  desirable  and 
easy  of  accomplishment.  A  plea  for  it  was  presented  to  the  town  author- 
ities in  1710,  but  after  conference  on  the  subject  it  was  then  deferred.  In 
171G  we  find  this  brief  record  of  the  division: 

"  Tlio  Wcst-fnrinorB  nro  frc«ly  allowed  to  I)CConio  ti  Society." 

Tile  church  was  organized  Jnn.  4,  1718,  with  eight  members,  viz^ 
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Hmu7  WOhi^  UnU  Hutabon,  JoNph  Xb^dMiy,  Sai,  AsMph  Zhg^ 
bin7,  Jr^KktfaMial  BaddfTboBM  Hun,  BubimI  BdfHtaH  ■"'  BhumI 
Llidd.  Ur.  WUIh  was  ofdainad  pulor  of  Ifaa  chgnh,  OflL  (U  of  te 
MiM]mri  Dftfid  Hutahom  and  Jot^  Bagibiuy,  Baa,  wera dw 


B«lbn  the  ordbudkm  took  pboc^ft  hoBH  of  wotdilpwaa  fKiaii 
llMClB|-lioaNHai,40fbotbrSfi,udl8AetbMwaHijoiiitt.  Tteftant 
of  tha  601006  grew  gpon  Um  UU,  bat  Uh  Interior  puieBaft  iritk  "  tin  fit 
^  OMli  and  vtaofOb,'  wore  rellM  of  the  old  efaardi  In  tba  luwfhL 

In  17Si  this  dinrdi  wm  fimmd  wUt  •  gnat  nvlnl,  iiUA  t^mi  dH 
Bonbar  of  nenben  to  dx^-«i|^  tba  irt>olepoptilattonoftih*iodeqrMl 
tbea  azoaadhig  400  penoDL  ^  haluToa  period  fUfevadi  but  fai  1741 
tba  aooiat/  baeaiDe  InndTod  in  a  eoolnvenj',  long  and  ohatoat^  wUA 
■a  ami  to  hara  originalad  In  a  diSbranoa  of  ofiinion  wbb  mpaet  to  a  nov 
honae  of  wonb^-^iriwra  b  ahoold  atand,  bow  It  ahonU  ba  faoi^  aad  lAit 
■hoaU  ba  ita  fbtin  and  riaa. 

Hw  BMatlng-boaaa  waa  buO^  aqnaie  and  atatatf,  on  tba  alle  of  Ibo  old 
oo6,bat  tba  troubled  watara  ware  not  aamigad.  Apoctkaof  tbaooa* 
pepOkm  wiAdmw,  and  In  1749  ICr.  WUlea  waa  diawfaaa^  altar  a  ah* 
Iali7  of  tbijr^-om  jaan.  He  nerar  aettled  daewbere  or  oliaagad  Ua 
leaidaoeat  bat  atiU  oonllnued  to  preach  oeoaakmall;,  and  died  kt  Ua  old 
bema,  BepL  9. 17fi8,  aged  68.* 

HIa  aneoenOT  bi  offlce,  Ur.  John  BUii,  a  natiro  of  Chmbridga,  Ifaaa., 
waa  ord^ned  SopL  0, 1753,  in  tlic  fnco  of  n  alroni;  ojipiKMllIon,  nut  nriidng 
{torn  pcraonul  dialiku  ui'  llio  i-iiiiiIiiliiU^,  Liit  a  ilui'ii  hulllttd  uvuniim  lit  lliu 
eoclcsiiuticnl  Uiws  ot  Iho  t.'oluii/  in  rugiinl  to  building  mi:(!liii<^liiiiidiM  itiid 
SupporliDg  miaislcrs, — u  dissept  lliat  led  to  u  still  further  dUru}itiou  ufltio 
aodety. 

Oo  the  first  organization  of  CoL  Jedidiah  Huntington's  patriotic  r^t- 
ment  in  1776,  Mr.  Ellis  was  np|M>inted  its  chaplain,  and  witli  tlie  consent 
of  his  people  went  immediately  into  tlie  iirmj.  In  1770,  hnving  decided 
to  remiun  in  tlie  field,  ho  naked  nnd  obtained  u  diiiuiuaiou  from  his  eliurgo 
at  home,  and  continued  in  the  service  as  chaplain  till  pence  was  cstahlialied 
and  the  army  disbanded.  His  name  is  on  llie  roll  of  tliose  who  were  enti- 
tled to  half-pay  during  life,  as  having  served  to  the  end  of  the  wur,t — a 
rare  if  not  a  solitary  instance  of  a  cimplain  who  continued  on  duty  in 
camp  and  field  through  the  seven  years  of  conflicL 

No  clinrch  records  are  to  be  found  of  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Ellis, — an 

•  Mr.  WUIoi  wu  knaliraaf  Windhun,  uid  emduued  M  Yalo  ia  171S.  ills  wife 
WH  Harthi,  daagliter  of  John  Kinluod  of  Sujbrook.  SUe  surviTOd  Lim,  ood  died  in 
1778.    Tbej  had  nine  chiidrvQ. 

t  SslTel's  BccohUof  Bev.  War,  p.  418. 
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interval  occurring  of  thirty-tliree  years  in  which  there  is  neither  registry  of 
admissions,  baptisms,  maiTiagcs,  or  death. 

In  1785,  Mr.  Ellis  w&s  installed  over  a  church  at  Rchoboth,  but  at  the 
end  of  ten  years  resigned  his  charge,  and  returned  to  Franklin,  where  he 
died  Oct.  19,  1805,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age.* 

Rev.  Samuel  Nott,  the  third  minister  of  West  Farms,  was  ordained 
March  13,  1782.  The  church  then  consisted  of  72  members:  35  males 
and  37  females.  His  pastorate  was  of  seventy  years  duration,  and  he 
performed  its  duties  almost  to  the  end.  In  him  a  feeble  and  sickly  youth 
was  gradually  hardened  into  executive  health  and  drawn  out  into  a  com- 
fortable if  not  vigorous  old  age.  Tliis  was  in  great  part  due  to  the  life- 
sustaining  energy  of  an  ever-active  but  equable  flow  of  the  mental  facul- 
ties, and  a  natural  cheerincss  of  disposition. 

Dr.  Nott  was  bom  at  Saybrook,  Jan.  23,  1754,  and  died  at  Franklin, 
May  2G,  1852,  wanting  four  months  of  being  98.  In  a  seimon  preached 
on  the  GOth  anniversary  of  his  oi*dination,  he  stated  that  he  had  not  dur- 
ing his  pastorate  been  detained  fix>m  his  duties  by  indisposition  but  eleven 
Sabbaths,  and  five  of  these  were  in  consequence  of  a  slight  injury  upon 
his  right  hand. 

"BIy  liaiid  nncl  life  (ho  ^nyn)  wcro  for  Boino  tiino  in  pront  danger.  Tho  Rov.  Wil- 
liam Woodbriilgo,  n  clossinato  and  very  particular  friend,  pix3aclicd  for  mo  four  Sab- 
batlis,  and  on  tho  fifth  lay  dead  in  my  house,  being  suddenly  called  to  give  an  accoaot 
of  his  stowordship." 

The  Rev.  Mr.  McEwen,  in  his  funeral  sermon  on  the  death  of  Dr. 
Nott,  said  of  him : 

"  Until  his  94th  year  liis  venerable  form  was  always  seen  among  his  assembled 
brethren,  and  in  their  discussions  and  services  unto  that  age  he  stood  manfully  in  his 
lot" 

The  ministry  of  the  first  three  pastors  of  Franklin  extended  over  a 
perioil  of  loi  years,  including  two  vacant  intervals  of  three  years  each. 

Rev.  Samuel  Nott  of  Franklin,  and  Rev.  Eliplialet  Nott,  D.  D.,  of 
Union  College,  Schenectady,  were  brothers,  and  sons  of  Stephen  Nott  of 
Saybrook,  who  was  a  descendant  of  John  Nott,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Welhcrsncld.     Their  mother  was  Deborah  Selden  of  Lyme. 

Rev.  George  J.  Harrison  was  ordained  colleague  with  Dr.  Nott,  March 
13, 1849,  an<l  on  Dr.  Notfs  death,  became  sole  pastor.  He  was  dismissed 
at  his  own  rc(piest,  in  October,  1851.  IIjs  successor,  after  a  short  inter- 
val, was  Rev.  Jarcd  R.  Avery. 

Tlie  present  pastor  is  Rev.  Franklin  C.  Jones,  a  son  of  Rev.  E.  C.  Jones 
of  Soutlibury,  Ct,     He  was  ordained  Feb.  5,  18G3. 


*  "  He  htis  no  memorial  to  tell  futuro  generations  where  his  body  lies."    Nott's  Half 
Century  Sermon. 
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Ibt  UtatOaifAtoaae  erected  in  1745  stood  upon  the  snmn  ulcTotciI  mla 
oceuptod  bj  ita  predcecssor,  coininanding  tin  cxlensivo  pro9i>uct  of  wood-' 
liada  and  OoUntoil  fnnn>.  For  a  hundred  jenra  it  crowned  and  ^eallti^ 
fled  (be  UO,  its  ftlntr-fires  never  going  out  until  a  tliinl  honsc  of  worali^  ■ 
WH  pnpued  to  oo»liiiue  tLe  sncred  services  at  llie  Knmc  jilnce. 

A  dwtee  (AA  [doturB  is  treasured  in  the  memory  of  ihasu  nlio  can  recaO., 
to  ndnd  tU*  andam  clmri^h  and  its  eurroundings  as  it  appeared  on  the 
Sabbath  la  tho  da7s  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Nott  Horses  and  vehicles  of 
vaiiotM  aorta  an  assembled  on  the  hill-top.  Inside  of  the  eliurch  nil  b 
mmbn,^abi  aad  antlijue.  The  house  is  8r|u»re, and  ihu  pcwuuio  fqiiuro. 
Than  ia  as  enlraDCc  in  front  and  nt  cither  end,  with  nislcs  leading  from 
eaoh  and  onarfng  nt  the  center.  The  pulpit  is  at  tho  side  The  pcw- 
ftaneaaod  gaOety  fronts  rcscmhlo  laee  bobbins.  Tlio  soimd-hoard,  hearing 
In  hug*  flgnna  the  dnte  of  1745,  the  pulpit  and  pulpit-wiudow  are  carved 
and  painted  in  «Aom.  The  pulpit  cushions  are  of  pi\y  velvet,  with 
be»T7  blai^  tanels,  nnd  when  tho  wind  comes  in  through  ihe  broken 
aaaemeata,  &uj  wave  like  a  hearse  iiall.  One  must  have  seen  it  filled 
irilh  Ha  varied  mogregntion,  and  surmounted  with  (he  thin  nntt  pallid 
of  iti  Tenoable  pastor,  and  have  henrd  his  tremulous  voice  ultci-ing  Ifaa 
iWWWMry  ftraiu  of  exhortation  and  warning,  in  order  lo  obtain  the  moot 
gimpnaioo  of  a  country  congregiition  of  the  genuine  old  PurilnD 


I 


But  nlne^  7«an  ia  an  extended  dale  fbr  tlie  old  wooden  ttrmetum  af 
Ameriea,  and  in  1886  thh  primllivo  diurcli  gnve  plaoo  to  a  third  marti 
ediflco  built  on  Iho  wtmu  mU:.  lliis  nhio  vra.t  almiidoiicd  anil  ifniovud  in 
18C3, — a  fourth  chui-ch,  in  tho  modem  tilylu  of  ardiileeluio,  having  hccn 
completed  near  by,  in  a  leas  blcjtk  position,  somewhat  lower  ujran  llio  IiilL 
It  IB  a  neat  and  graceful  building,  calculated  for  an  audience  of  about  300 
people,  and  furnished  with  the  lirat  cliurch-bcll  ever  siniuiled  on  llmt 
ancient  hill.  A  parsonage  wus  the  same  year  erected  on  the  silo  that  hod 
been  occupied  by  three  successive  sanctuaries  of  the  society. 


•  Eiffhth  Soa'eijf. 

Tho  small  company  that  broke  away  from  the  West  Farms  church 
between  1745  and  1750,  formed  a  new  oi^uization,  and  in  1758  settled 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Ives  as  their  pastor.  Tho  society  was  not  incorporated  and 
legally  accepted  as  a  society  until  aRer  the  formntion  of  the  Seventh  or 
Hanover  Society,  and  therefore  ranked  as  Ihe  Eiglith,  although  a  church 
upon  the  platform  recognized  by  tho  government  was  established  here 
earlier  than  at  Hanover.  These  ecclesiastical  socie^cs  were  the  distri<^ 
or  legal  subdivisions  of  towns  in  Connecticut,  in  its  earlier  days,  when  the 
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people  were  all  of  one  sect.  The  existence  of  other  denominations  ren- 
ders them  obsolete. 

Mr.  Ives  removed  to  Munson,  Mass.  in  1770,  and  the  history  of  the 
church  sinks  into  oblivion.  It  does  not  appear  that  they  had  any  other 
pastor,  nor  do  we  find  any  account  of  what  became  of  the  church  or  con- 
gregation. 

The  Separatists  organized  a  church  in  this  society  in  1747,  and  Thomas 
Denison  was  ordained  as  its  pastor.  It  became  extinct  in  about  twelve 
years. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century,  a  free  church  was  erected  here 
by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  individuals.  Not  only  were  the  seats 
free,  but  the  pulpit  was  open  for  all  denominations  of  Christians  to  occupy. 
It  was,  however,  generrilly  im]>r()vcd  by  the  Methodists.  It  is  now  dis- 
used, and  the  bell  has  been  transferred  to  the  Congregational  church. 

When  the  two  societies  of  AVest  Farms  and  Puutipaug  were  united  to 
form  a  town,  the  projiosition  to  give  it  the  name  of  Franklin  is  believed 
to  have  originated  witli  Jacob  Kingsbury,  Esq.  This  gentleman  was 
Inspector-General  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  served  his  coun- 
try faithfully  both  in  the  army  and  navy  for  a  period  of  forty  years.  He 
was  a  descendant  of  Deacon  Joseph  Kingsbuiy,  one  of  the  first  pillars  of 
the  West  Farms  church.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  he 
repaired  to  Roxbury,  and  entered  the  army  as  a  volunteer,  being  then 
only  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  continued  in  the  service  until  the  close 
of  the  second  war  with  the  British,  in  1815.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
old  society  of  the  Cincinnati.  His  death  took  place  at  Franklin,  in  1837 ; 
lie  was  then  eighty-one  years  of  age.  One  of  his  descendants,  Lieut. 
Charles  K.  Kingsbury,  a  youth  of  eighteen,  died  at  Fort  Mellon,  in  East 
Florida,  eleven  days  before  him.  So  near  together  fall  the  green  tree 
and  the  dry. 

Franklin  was  for  a  long  period  nearly  stationary  in  its  population, — or 
rather,  gradually  decreasing  from  the  effects  of  emigration.  It  was  de- 
voted to  farming,  and  had  no  considerable  village,  and  no  manufacturing 
establishment  except  a  woollen  factory  on  Beaver  Brook.  The  extent  of 
the  town  was  about  five  miles  by  four. 

roruLATiON. 

1810— llGl.  1840—1000.  1860—2358. 

1830—1194.  1850—  895. 

Between  1856  and  1860,  the  village  of  Baltic  sprung  up  like  magic  in 
the  eastern  part  of  Franklin,  and  has  expanded  into  the  flourishing  town 
of  Sprague.  This  new  organization  took  off  the  north-eastern  part  of 
FrankUn,  assumed  one-half  of  the  town  debt,  and  the  charge  of  all  the 
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pOOTf  mn  WA    A  MBMH  mi  token  of  Ihe  town  adet  llio  sciinration, 
iriikb  pen  (b»  ftOowiiw  TCrU:  763  inhobilanls,  176  cludora,  ond  157 


JAw  <3nu»d,  or  Fourth  SoeieUj. 

Hm  femth  MideriMtlnl  weiety  was  recogniiied  by  ilie  I^gUbilure  in 
b7StL  FenuiMioo  had  been  given  \o  ihc  planters  to  roi-ni  »  parUli  by 
iiemielTei  in  1716,  bid  bdng  muiljle  to  support  n  minislei',  ihcy  wcro  not 
ngnlarlj  Ofginiied  votil  eighteen  years  aflcrwnnt,  wlicn  lliey  touk  llio 
MUM  of  Nei^Oooenrd,  end  were  relcnsed  from  ull  obligulion  to  support 
ihe  MitelMlT  of  the  Fint  Society,  on  conitiUon  of  mainluininj;  a  gospel 
nfatiater  et  leut  ilx  iaonlhi  hi  the  year. 

71m  Dortheni  pert  of  Ihe  prtEeut  town, — tliat  ])nrt  wliicli  lies  in  tho 
Mid  of  the  Tentie, — mu  indotled  in  tlic  Wcat  Farms  parisli,  and  the 
mnds  behneen  the  two  eodetlee  wcro  to  bo :  trt»  river,  the  brook  that  mm 
nit«fU,Om  Qranimjf  J*m4,tiM  Ckanben-y  Pondlrooh.iha  great  swamp  ^ 
if  iaHt  tiwwy,  and  tiu  wdrjf  twamp.  It  might  be  dillicnlt  itt  tbe  present 
1^  te  mn  tiie  Une  from  thaee  data. 

The  dianh  WM  organiMd  end  Rev.  ncnjnmin  Tlii-oop  onlnincd  tlie 
Int  peitor,  Jen.  8, 178S-9.  Mr.  Throop  was  u  nnlivc  uf  Lebanon,  and 
k  gndnele  of  Tele.  Hedied  Sept  lG,178S,ifter  eaeaaieMpMlanl* 
if  fiRtf^ix  jeen,  eged  eerentj-Aiur.  He  left  bdihid  hln  the  npotatiga 
if  a  icholftr  and  a  gonllcman  j  seneoning  oil  Ida  speccli  witlt  a  divine 
■olish,  yet  genini,  social,  always  dllTuuing  good-bumor,  always  lltirstiiig  for 
nformation,  and  ever  ready  to  import  Icnovrledge  from  liis  ample  aloro  to 
ithers.  Such  gems  seem  to  diffuse  a  brigliier  lustre  wiien  set  in  sober 
tnd  secluded  scenes. 

When  Mr.  Tbroop  died,  New-Concord  was  a  parish  in  Norwich,  but 
)efore  another  year  had  revolved  it  was  an  incorporated  town  by  Ihe 
lame  of  Bozrah. 

It  is  not  easy  to  determine  why  thb  quiet  rural  township  should  have 
leen  made  the  namesake  of  tho  liaugbty,  woc-donouuced  aud  dosobUe  city 
if  £dom, — a  name  in  slngutiir  contrast  with  ita  ancient  peaceful  and 
Hendly  cognomen  of  New-Concord.  The  Syrian  Boxrah  lay  in  tlio  open 
ilain,  but  this  was  eminently  a  woodland  district  amid  the  bills.  The 
Hirrent  story  that  the  name  originated  in  a  jocose  but  irreverent  applica- 
ion  of  Is^ah  C3  : 1,  to  the  agent  of  the  society,  who,  when  he  appeared 
n  the  town  meeting  to  plead  for  the  separation,  was  conspicuous  for  hia 
»rti-cotored  garments,  can  not  be  serioualy  admitted.  A  pleasantry 
night  have  been  thus  perpetuated,  but  not  a  profanity. 

It  is  possible  that  the  name  was  snggested  by  Hr.  Tbroop  o 
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of  the  original  meaning  of  the  word,  which,  according  to  Hebrician  sta- 
dents,  signifies  a  sheep-fold.  This,  with  some  latitude  of  application, 
might  be  given  to  a  farming  town,  or  it  might  refer  spirittiallj  to  an  eccle- 
siastical parish. 

In  one  point  of  view,  the  designation  was  happily  chosen.  While  most 
of  our  names,  in  defiance  of  taste  and  utility,  have  been  repeated  from 
county  to  county,  and  from  state  to  state,  causing  embarrassment  and  con- 
fusion, and  leading  to  innumerable  mistakes,  our  pleasant  Bozrah  as  yet 
stands  alone  in  the  Gazetteers  of  the  new  world.  There  is  scarcely  an- 
other on/y  one  to  be  found  in  the  country,  unless  it  be  of  Indian  origin. 

The  committee  to  manage  the  separation  of  the  town  in  1786  consisted 
of  Benjamin  Throop,  Nehemiah  Waterman,  Esq.,  Asa  Woodworth,  and 
Jabcz  Hough.    Its  first  rcprcRcntntivo  was  Capt.  Isaac  Huntington. 

Bozrah  is  four  and  a  half  miles  long,  and  about  four  in  breadth.  Like 
other  parts  of  the  nine-miles-square,  it  consists  of  a  succession  of  hills 
and  valleys,  some  of  them  rocky  and  barren,  others  fair  and  fertile.  ^The 
Woody  Vales  of  Bozrah  I"  has  been  a  familiar  phrase  in  the  vicinity, 
from  its  having  been  the  chorus  of  a  poem  written  by  one  of  Bozrali's 
sentimental  daughters. 

Tlie  second  minister  of  the  church  was  Rev.  Jonathan  Murdock,  a 
native  of  Westbrook,  and  previously  settled  at  Rye,  N.  Y.  He  was 
installed  at  Bozrah,  Oct.  12,  1786,  and  died  Jan.  16,  1818,  aged  sixty- 
eight. 

John  Bates  Murdock,  a  son  of  this  excellent  clergyman,  graduated  at 
Yale  College  in  1808,  but  afterward  entered  the  ai*my,  and  served  during 
the  war  of  1812-15;  at  the  close  of  which  he  had  the  rank  of  brevet 
major.     He  died  soon  after  the  conclusion  of  peace,  unmarried. 

Rev.  Dr.  James  Murdock  of  New  Haven,  Professor  of  Ecclesiastical 
History,  and  the  translator  of  the  Syriac  Testament  into  English,  was  a 
nephew  of  the  Bozrah  minister. 

The  third  minister  of  Bozrah,  Rev.  David  Austin,  was  installed  May 
9,  1815.  The  old  meeting-house  where  Throop  and  Murdock  preached 
was  then  standing,  but  that  same  year  a  new  house  of  worship  was  com- 
pleted.*    Mr.  Austin's  dedication  sermon  was  published. 

Rev.  David  Austin  was  a  native  of  New  Haven,  bom  in  1700,  and 
fitted  by  an  accomplished  education  and  foreign  travel  to  become  an  orna- 
ment to  society,  as  well  as  by  ardent  piety  and  a  lively  and  fiorid  elo- 
quence to  be  useful  in  the  ministry.  He  married  Lydia,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Joshua  Lalhrop  of  Norwich,  and  settled  as  pastor  of  the  church  in  Eliza« 

♦  Tho  old  church  stood  where  is  now  the  houso  of  Rct.  N.  S.  Hunt.    The  second 
was  built  about  eight  rods  distant.    The  present  church,  which  is  tho  third  sacred  edi- 
fice of  tho  parish,  owes  its  erection  chiefly  to  the  liberal  aid  afforded  by  the  kto  Col 
Asa  Fitch  and  his  family. 


4M 

b«Ugntal788.   Ha  Unbai  if  Ui  taM  k1  Ik  aatHf  af  Hi 

Miiinr  MlMinl  M«  In  ill  irlin  InnThlm.  TitHl  Ml  -l1  *-  -^T  r-*— 
•>.«  of  Ui  Uta,  and  Ui  popdv  pDli<t  UmI^  ••<•  Ub  ■HMlAI  k 
Uf  ^Oo^iadcztaBdnlrkiMwn  M  R  sniAw.  It  k  to  Uk  Ait  Got. 
IMii(«aiibdiolii.tko<illo<rii(lheoof  kkpoiBia  fUbofUoSd. 
taaai 

-  DMt  AO««M  iM  Aoold  ijMi  Mr  noa  MO^ 

HiKwfctftt«Mi>rff%liHnmin  li^pit 

Bk  flnM  iMtot  Md  «v*diiM  nU. 
Oft  bm  I  MM  Un  ■■M  Ita  adoffav  dn« 
GrtMiU  tntiM  dMoMK  Am*  Ui  MVM  J 
Oft  0**  At  IfatMbv  aadiaaM  Mn  Um  riaN< 
DMndr  tpntk.  nd  giMaAd  imnUi  hMd." 

Ifr.  Antin  mi  natmallr  eooantrli^  utd  had  always  somi^ltung  erratic 
•nd  extFmgMltillfaisiiwniierofthiaUllABpeuking,and  acting.  Unbap- 
^If  Us  miiidWMledlaia<raidgRt%loo  deeply  for  its  strength,  (be  projibe- 
dcit  l>i>  «rtoit IwwglMtico beonw  faduted,  his  bensToIcnt  bean  ililuted 
teOTMflowinft  Mid  Ul  meatal  powers  beCMOe  pnrlially  deranged.  He  no^r 
'■Ppemd  M B  ohampkn  of  be  SeOoodAdrent  docliinc,  nml  held  ibnt  the 
'  itoniliig  flf  <^irift  to  oommenee  hk  penooal  reign  on  eanb  would  be  on 
'  tte  fimth  Sabbklh  eS  Uej,  179B.  On  the  morning  of  limt  day  be  was 
fal  •  StMie  of  grant  igititiai^  and  one  or  two  reports  of  distant  thunder 
exollad  Urn  Khnoit  to  freo^.  But  the  daj  passed  over  as  usunl ;  yet  the 
diBappointment  did  not  cure  the  delusion  of  Sfr.  Austin's  mind.  Ho  look 
the  TOW  of  a  Natarite,  and  wont  round  the  country  announcing  the  near 
approach  of  Christ's  coming,  and  calling  upon  the  Jews  to  assemble  and 
make  preparations  to  return  to  their  own  land. 

In  1797,  he  was  removed  by  the  Presbyteiy  from  bis  pastoral  relation 
to  the  church  at  Elizabctbtown.  He  then  went  to  New  Haven,  where  he 
erected  several  lai^  houses  and  a  whnrf,  for  the  use  of  tho  Jews,  whom 
he  invited  to  assomblo  Uierc,  and  embark  for  the  Holy  Land,  llavbig  at 
last,  in  this  and  other  plans,  expended  on  ample  fortune,  he  was  for  a 
while  imprisoned  for  debt,  and  after  being  released  from  cooflnement, 
gradually  became  calm  and  sane  upon  all  points  except  the  prophecies. 
He  had  no  children,  and  bis  wife  bad  long  before  taken  refuge  in  her 
father's  house  in  Norwich.  He  also  returned  to  this  home,  after  all  his 
wanderings,  like  the  dove  to  the  ark,  and  the  balance  of  his  mind  being 
in  a  great  measure  restored,  he  began  again  to  preach  with  acceptance  in 
Tarioua  churches  in  Gonnecticul.  After  bis  Installation  in  Bozrab,  he 
performed  all  the  duties  of  a  pastor,  faithfully  proclaiming  the  gospel  of 
■alvatioa  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years.    Ho  died  in  Norwich,  Feb.  B, 


^^  /r/rf^-yC 
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For  elegance  of  manners,  for  brilliancy  of  conversation,  for  fervor  of 
worship,  for  a  large  heart  and  a  liberal  hand,  few  men  could  surpass  Mr* 
Austin.  The  darkness  that  obscured  liis  intellect  on  many  points,  and 
which  was  never  wholly  removed,  appeared  not  to  impair  in  the  least 
those  prominent  traits,  that  lay  deep  and  shone  through,  to  illustrate  his 
character,  and  to  win  for  him  tlie  love  and  admiration  of  all  who  came 
within  his  sphere. 

Smce  the  decease  of  Mr.  Austin,  the  following  persons  have  served, 
each  for  several  years,  as  pastor  of  the  church : 

Rev.  John  W.  Salter. 
Kcv.  William  M.  Bircliard. 
Rev.  N.  S.  IIunL 

Mr.  Bircliard  is  the  only  one  of  these  that  has  been  regularly  settled. 
Ho  was  installed  and  continued  in  office  from  April,  1842,  to  October, 
1848. 

Since  April  1,  1858,  Mr.  Hunt  has  been  retained  as  the  acting  pastor 
of  the  society.  He  had  previously  been  settled  at  Abington  and  at  Pres- 
ton, officiating  about  ten  years  at  each  place. 

Two  other  churches  within  the  limits  of  Bozrah  have  been  organized 
in  part  by  members  from  this  older  church  of  New-Concord:  viz.,  at 
Bozrahville,  April  10,  1828;  and  at  Fitchville,  Dec  1,  1854.*  The 
Baptists  and  Methodists  have  each  also  a  house  for  worship  and  a  relig- 
ious organization  in  Bozrah,  making  five  worshiping  assemblies  in  the 
town. 

Population  of  Bozrah : 

In  1840—1067. . 
1850—  8C7. 
1860—1217. 

We  can  not  close  this  sketch  of  Bozrah  without  adverting  to  the  im- 
provements that  have  been  effected  in  a  portion  of  the  town  since  1832, 
by  wealtli,  energy  and  perseverance  under  the  control  of  Asa  Fitch,  Esq. 
The  taste  and  efficiency  that  have  converted  an  ancient  seat  of  iron-works 
and  a  rugged  farming  district  into  the  village  of  Fitchville  with  its  large 
agricultural  area,  its  mansion  house  beautifully  embowered  and  skirted 
with  landscape  beauty,  its  symmetrical  well-built  church,  its  cotton-mill, 
its  lines  of  heavy  stone  wall,  and  its  two  miles  of  graded  road,  prepared 
for  a  railway,  command  our  unqualified  admiration. 

*  Tho  society  at  BozmhviUe,  though  destitute  of  a  settled  pastor,  has  kept  steadily 
to{;cthcr  and  manifested  a  commendable  zeal  and  peraevorance  in  sustaining  tlie  Sab- 
bath service.  For  a  few  years  past  they  have  been  chiefly  dependent  on  tho  mioistra- 
tions  of  Rev.  George  Cryor,  of  tho  McUiodist  dcnomioation. 


488  HifvomT  OP  vomwiOH. 

FitdEHDe  oeenpiet  Ae  die  of  the  oU  EhntioglQn  IraHPOik%  iilib* 
Bdied  by  NdimUi  Himaiiglm  and  0^  Iftite 

satf T6  ooDditioQ  Ob  WM  a  wOd  and  i^omy  A^ 
pMdpiloiis  ledges;  the  peiliire-Iaiid  liaidi  and  atonji  and  dMi  froqiBaadi 
ragged  and  forUdfing; 

The  miUy  the  cllllld^  the  Tillage^  €be  maiM^ 
floral  adornmenti  and  nmbrageooe  walkai  are  now  the  eenlral  tieaaaiee 
of  a  domain  extending  two  or  ihiee  milee  OD  aU  aidee.  Tlie  eld  iana  of 
Fitdi,  Hotttingtoo,  Abd,  Otilson,  Watenaan,  Ghapmani  Baldwl%  and 
odierii  are  conaoUdated  vnder  one  pioprietiHr,  wbo  defotee  Us  time^  Ua 
energetio  bosineas  lialiits  and  abundant  lesomces  to  tiie  improYcneBl  of 
Us  possesnons )  being  Umseif  tfie  orignialor  of  Us  pkni^  the  dbeetoTt 
Ofeneer  and  paTmaster  of  the  wliole* 

No  part  of  tiie  nine-ndles-sqnare  has  a  stronger  daim  lo  noHee  in  ear 
Ustoiy,  than  FitdiTiOe.  It  is  not  only  a  strilung  exam^  of  whal.nia7 
be  done  by  penerering  enterprise  in  softening  the  sterile  and  homely  Chi* 
tnres  of  natnre  into  productiveness  and  beautjr,  but  it  fiirnishes  a  pleaning 
link  to  conneet  our  reminfacenoes  with  the  ftondera  of  tiie  town. 

The  presttit  proprietor^  ftom  wlum  tlie  Tillage  deriTOS  its  naas^  is  a 
deseendant  Aroag^  both  parents  ftom  the  Ber.  Mr.  Fitel^  the  flrst  ainia- 
lerof  Norwioh,  of  whose  parish  this  was  apart  The  JUwUs  and  HuuIp 
lagt^ni^  the  flrst  owners  of  the  landi  were  members  of  the  dmreh  and  eooi* 
grsgation  of  Norwich  town^lot.* 

The  house  of  worship  built  by  llr.  Fitdi  was  dedicated  Aug.  4»  185S. 
A  church  was  organized  Dec  1, 1854,  while  the  liev.  Williuin  Aitchoson 
was  tlie  omciaiing  minister.  It  has  had  no  settled  pastor,  but  temporary  ' 
ministers  have  been  provided,  by  the  libemlity  of  Mr.  Fitch,  with  an 
exception  during  the  late  war,  when,  the  operations  of  the  mill  having 
ceased,  the  services  were  intermitted,  and  the  church  closed  for  three  or 
four  years. 

Beneath  the  church  edifice  is  the  Fitch  Cemetciy,  to  which  place  the 
remains  of  GoL  Asa  Fitch  and  of  vai*ious  members  of  lus  family  have 
been  removed. 

*  Col.  Asa  Fitch,  the  proprietor  of  the  old  iron-workB  at  this  place,  was  a  man  of 
marked  character,  fall  of  energy  and  decision.  In  the  Revolutionary  war,  wheneYor 
an  alarm  was  sounded  that  the  enemy  were  threatening  the  Connecticut  coast,  be  was 
almost  inyariably  the  first  of  his  company  to  shoulder  the  musket  and  start  for  tho 
scene  of  action. 

He  died  August  19, 1844,  aged  89  years  and  six  montlis.  He  was  a  son  of  Stephen 
Fitch,  of  the  Lebanon  line  of  descent  from  the  Rev.  James.  His  wife  Susanna  was  a 
daughter  of  Bonajah  Fitch,  of  East  Norwich,  or  Long  Society. 
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Newenty  or  Third  Society. 

The  ecclesiastical  society  in  this  place  was  organized  in  1728,  the  town 
Laving  previously  appropriated  sixty  acres  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  first 
minister  that  should  settle  tliere.  Tlie  affairs  of  the  society  were  entirely 
under  the  control  of  the  Perkins  family,  as  appears  from  the  following 
entry: 

Jan.  17, 1720.  In  town  meeting  ordered,  that  if  the  Perkinses  at  their  return  from 
Boston,  do  not  bring  with  them  a  minister  to  preach  in  the  crotch  of  tlio  river,  or  sat- 
isfy the  selectmen  tlicy  shall  hare  one  speedily,  the  rate-makers  shall  put  them  into  the 
minister's  rates. 

The  church  was  constituted  and  Rev.  Daniel  Kirtland  ordained  its  min- 
ister, Dec  10,  1723.  The  original  members  were  Daniel  Kirtland,  the 
pastor,  Snmucl  Lnthrop  and  Joseph  Perkins,  who  were  chosen  deacons, 
John  Bishop,  Jeremiah  Tracy,  (son  of  Thomas  Tracy  of  Preston,)  Isaac 
Lawrence,  and  Isaac  Lawrence,  Jr. — the  church  resting  upon  seven  pil- 
lars, a  favorite  number  in  that  day.* 

The  church  agreed  to  profess  discipline  according  to  the  Cambridge 
Platform.  Tlicy  professed  to  believe  "that  all  organized  church  acts  pro- 
ceeded after  the  manner  of  a  mixed  administration,  and  could  not  be  con- 
summated without  the  consent  of  both  elders  and  brotherhood."  Li  this 
they  agreed  with  the  two  older  societies  of  Norwich. 

Before  tlic  formation  of  this  church,  the  inhabitants  between  the  rivers 
"had  been  accustomed  to  attend  meeting  at  the  town-plot,  the  distance  for 
some  of  tlicm  being  about  eight  miles.  The  older  people  went  on  horse- 
back, the  women  on  pillions  behind  the  men,  but  the  young  people  oflen 
traveled  the  whole  distance,  going  and  returning,  on  foot.f 

Church-going  in  former  days  was  a  serious  and  earnest  duty.  None 
stayed  away  from  the  house  of  worship,  that  could  by  extremest  effort 
get  there.  On  horseback  or  on  fool,  over  wearisome  roads,  or  through 
lonely  by-palhs  that  shortened  the  distance,  they  came  with  their  house- 
holds to  obtain  a  portion  of  the  truth.  "Many  a  time,"  says  Rev.  Levi 
Nelson,  "  while  passing  over  the  society,  has  my  attention  been  arrested 
to  notice  I  he  paths,  now  given  up,  where  they  used  to  make  their  rugged 
way  to  the  house  of  God,  almost  as  surely  as  the  holy  Sabbath  returned." 

♦  Though  frequent  instances  occur  in  our  New  England  annals,  of  churches  formed 
with  this  prcciffo  number,  showing  that  there  was  a  kindly  leaning  towards  it,  yet  it 
was  not  invariable,  nor  held  to  be  of  great  moment.  The  smallest  number  embodied 
into  church  estate  in  this  vicinity,  was  undoubtedly  the  church  of  North  Groton,  now 
Ledyanl,  which  wns  organized  Dec.  12,  1810,  with  one  main  pillar,  viz.,  Capt.  Robert 
Allyn,  and  four  females.    Capt.  Allyn  was  then  upward  of  80  years  of  age. 

See  Ilalf-Ceninry  Sermon  of  Rev.  Timothy  Tattle. 

I  Ilnlf  Century  Sermon  of  Rcr.  Levi  Nelson. 


I 


HISTOST    OF    NOBWIOE. 

MB  tbtBn,  how  intently  nnJ  with  whnt  eagerness  lo  profit  Uiey 
"To  thk  day,"  Bays  the  same  reverend  author,  "I  love  to  think 
of  tb^  l^fMamtCo  in  tlie  house  of  God,  of  the  seats  tlicy  occupied,  and 
tt  thdr  ff*g"WI«n"*  motions  to  express  their  itpprobuLion  ol'  iho  Irutli." 

Tta  MW  woeklj  took  the  name  of  Newent,  unJoubledly  ai  the  sugges- 
tkn  flf  ibib  brotken  Perkins,  and  according  lo  tradition,  in  remembi-anco 
of  a  plue  of  Alt  name  in  Gloucestershire,  England,  li-om  whence  the 


Jta  ineeHngJwuae 


a  probably  built  immediately  after  llie  cburcii  was 


n  to  Iho  Sacietj  in  tlio  crotch  of  tlu 

111  MOM  to  b«  f^a  to  tUu  Society  over  ttio  SlictucLel  for  tlieir  lint  roialstor. 

JhL^  lTU-4.  Tho  proprielon  grool  lliat  spot  of  kud  the  NotrDDI  macllDt;  boma 
WW  Itoadi  vpom  md  ye  common  land  tuljoiuing  to  it  to  tliitt  Socioty  for  their  n*o  m 
Itmt  t  tktj  thaB  haro  occiuiou  for  it. 

JoBErn  TttAQY,  Uodoralor. 


IJMt  Jabta  Ilydo. 

pMWM  Qnistoplicr  TIuniingioQ. 

dpi.  BiMjnl]  BiulucU. 


Tliomm  Adgalo. 
Jusfl[)li  Bockua. 
Kiciiurd  Il/du, 


-The  Aa  of  tUe  building  was  about  half  a  mile  south  of  the  present 
Mved  edlOoe,  wid  ooodniwd  to  be  wed  muU  tbom  1770.* 

The  dumb  hm  ttUl  bi  food  pimai  i  aHon  »  k^  IbUo  nhmie  of  tba 
woilu  of  Baxter,  sent  ai  a  present  in  former  yean  tram  KngtaniL  It 
ma  placed  on  Sundays  u[Kin  tho  desk  below  the  pulpil,  and  ihoM  who 
■tayed  between  the  services  gathered  around  npon  the  nearest  seals,  and 
one  of  them  read  aloud  for  the  edification  of  the  oihers.t 

The  inhabitants  of  Newent,  in  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  October 
session,  1727,  stale  that  they  Iiad  been  afflicted  willi  a  distressing  sickness 
for  two  successive  years,  especially  in  summer.  In  172G,  every  family 
but  one  was  smitten,  and  about  twenty  persons  died  in  three  mouths.  In 
the  summer  of  1727,  every  family  with  no  exception  felt  tho  scourge,  and 
tme-uxth  of  Uio  male  lieada  of  fimiilics  died.  The  fai-iucrs  could  not 
secure  their  crops,  and  though  kindly  assisted  by  iteoplo  from  other  par- 
iihea,  they  lost  some  of  Ihoir  grain  and  mneh  of  tlicir  Imy. 

Rev.  Daniel  Kirklnnd  (or  Kirtland)  was  a  native  of  Saybrook,  bom  m 
1701,  and  graduated  at  Yule  College  in  1720.  Ills  ministry  in  Newent 
was  of  nearly  thirty  years  duration.  He  was  a  man  of  scholastic  habits 
and  high  aspirations,  but  of  sensitive  organization.     His  failing  health  led 

■  "  It  itood  when  Hr.  Danial  Hatch's  hoaM  itow  is."    N«lsoa'«  Uolf-Ceatniy  8er- 
non,  18U. 
tibid. 
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to  his  dismission  from  the  pastorate  in  1752.  Recoyering  partiallj,  he 
was  installed  at  Groton  in  1755,  but  after  two  years  of  senrice  he  again 
broke  down,  and  returning  to  his  old  home  in  Norwich,  there  remained  till 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  Maj,  1773. 

Mr.  Kirkland  had  ten  or  twelve  children.  His  second  son,  John,  bom 
Nov.  15, 1735,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Norwich,  Mass.  Another 
son,  Samuel,  bom  Dec  1, 1741,  is  well  known  as  the  Oneida  Missionarjy 
one  of  the  most  energetic,  faitliful,  and  self-denying  men  bom  within  the 
limits  of  the  old  town  of  Norwich. 

Mr.  Peter  Powers  was  ordained  the  second  minister  of  Ncwent,  Dec. 
2, 175G.  He  remained  in  charge  seven  or  eight  years,  and  then  was  dis- 
missed at  liis  own  request,  on  account  of  the  insufficiency  of  his  salary* 
Mr.  Powers  was  a  mim  of  marked  character,  earnest  and  energetic  in 
action.  From  Newent  he  went  immediately  into  the  settlements  then 
making  in  the  Coos  or  Cohos  country  on  Connecticut  river,  and  organized 
a  church  in  Haverhill,  consisting  of  members  from  both  sides  of  the  river, 
that  is,  from  Haverhill,  N.  H.,  and  Newbury,  Vt.,  over  which  he  was 
installed  Feb.  27,  1765,  preaching  his  own  installation  sermon.  Here  he 
was  accustomed  to  meet  his  appointments  and  make  his  parochial  visits  in 
a  canoe,  rowing  himself  up  and  down  the  stream, — an  easier  mode  of 
traveling,  probably,  than  that  of  mounting  a  horse  and  stumbling  over 
half-cleared  pathways,  as  in  his  former  parish  at  NewenL 

Mr.  Powers  died  at  Deer  Island,  Maine,  in  1799.* 

The  church  at  Newent,  being  left  without  a  pastor,  gradually  declined, 
and  for  several  years  gave  but  feeble  signs  of  life.  Something  like  a 
reorganization  took  place  in  1770 ;  several  of  the  Separatists  returned  to 
their  oM  places,  and  Mr.  Joel  Benedict,  a  man  of  dno  classical  attain- 
ments, was  onlaincd  pastor  of  the  church  Feb.  21,  1771.  He  continued 
with  them  eleven  years,  when  an  infirm  state  of  health,  and  the  old  diffi- 
culty, want  of  a<lequate  support,  dissolved  the  connection,  and  ho  was  dis- 
missed April  30,  1782. 

Dr.  Benedict  aftcr^vards  settled  in  Plainfield,  and  acquired  a  distin- 
guished reputation  as  a  Hebrew  scholar.  Hebrew,  he  said,  was  ths  lath 
guage  of  angels.     He  died  at  Plainfield  in  181 G. 

In  June,  1790,  I^Ir.  David  Hale  of  Coventry  was  ordained.  He  was 
the  brother  of  the  accomplished  and  chivalrous  Capt.  Nathan  Hale,  who 
was  executed  as  a  spy  on  Long  Island,  by  order  of  Sir  William  Howe* 
Mr.  Hale  was  a  man  of  very  gentle  and  winning  manners,  of  exalted 
piety,  and  a  fine  scholar.  He  carried  his  idea  of  disinterested  benevo- 
lence to  such  an  extent,  that  if  acted  upon,  it  would  overturn  all  social 
institutions.     He  thought  it  to  be  a  man's  duty  to  love  his  neighbor,  not 

*  For  mnn  J  interesting  particaUn  respecting  Mr.  Peter  Fowon,  ico  Hif  tory  of  Coos 
Coanty,  by  Iter.  Grant  rowers. 


4AS  XIIVOBT   or   XOBWIOI. 

nAatht  ihould  aot  pnftr,  erco  is  thooght,  that  a.  toBeagHd  lahBllj, 
mA  m  the  hmAif  tf  a  *<iii<b or  the  Im  ^«aUSi(iheuU  ^oaUi 
iMi(hborndMr  thu  on  hbiMtt  Hr.  Hals  aapfiUed  tlw  (MUaadai  if 
Ui  Mhi7 17  ks^ing  «  bowdlng^iAiML  Ai  aa  fautruetar,  bo  Wit  M^ 
tei  hk  Iwow  WH  flOsd  widt  p^Ai  ftoB  aD  pnrta  of  the  00BM7,  Iwt  B> 
h^A  and  aeoMrimtiBWld^iiiiMliMi  of  ^rila  obliged  him  to  «^  ah 
wqikTBanl^  and  erantoallj  hb  poatonl  oOoe.  His  mind  and  aems 
mn  of  that  delicate  and  aauUin  tmpemiMid,  wUdi  ean  noi  kag 
endore  the  nide  dioek  of  eaithlj  100001.  Ho  waa  dimkMd  ia  Afri^ ' 
1808,  totanied  to  Oonotij,  and  there  died  ia  183S.  David  Hd^  ae 
««n  known  aa  proprietor  and  editor  of  tlu  Joitmal  of  Oonunerec^  ma  Ui 

■OB. 

Tliaae  fimr  miniatera  of  Neweat  were  all  men  of  more  llian  eounMi 
attafaine&t^  and  each  waa  diitiiwaiilied  bj  peonltar  and  proodntnt  lialli 
of  dtanoter.  NelUier  <tf  then  ^ed  aa  minister  of  the  pariih.  The  Sm 
IMMloratw  ooreied  reqpeotiTelj  twon^'-i^o,  MgH  denn  and  thbteon 
yean^  wldi  intorrala  between  of  fear,  aeren  and  ei^  jeara. 
.  BeT.IieTlNolaQa,analiTeof  ]Clii»4MaM,thaflAhpaitor,orUaed 
De&  0, 1804,  was  a  man  of  great  rim^loitr  of  diaraoter  and  pnri^  of 
B&>    Xt  waa  ofton  said  of  him  that  he  never  had  an  en«m/. 

He  preadwd  his  balf-«entni7  sermon  In  1854.  Onl/me*  of  the  tUr^ 
dght  members  who  leedved  Um  as  &dr  pastor  in  1804,  was  thon  HTingi 
bat  of  the  ordfauoion  dmlr,  fbur  wero  present  and  ndted  in  aingii^'agala 
the  same  hymns  that  formed  a  pnrt  of  tlie  original  aorvico.  Tlie  old  Kirt- 
land  church  was  then  extant,  seated  in  decaying  dignity  upon  gcutly  rising 
ground,  with  its  barrack-like  row  of  sheds  spread  out  at  the  side  like 
wings.  The  outside  of  the  edifice  had  been  covered  and  re-covered,  as 
the  wtar  emd  tear  of  years  demanded,  but  no  tool  or  painter's  brush,  under 
pretence  of  improvement  or  repair,  had  invaded  the  interior  since  it  waa 
first  completed.  Tbo  impression  produced  on  the  mind  upon  entering 
was  that  of  homely,  stem  solemnity.  The  pulpU  was  high  and  contracted, 
with  a  sounding-board  frowning  over  it,  and  a  seat  for  the  deacons  in  fnmt 
of  it,  below.  The  pews  were  square,  with  high  partiliona ;  (he  galleries 
qtocious,  with  certain  scats  more  elevated  than  others  for  the  tylhing-mCD 
or  supervisors  of  behavior.  This  venerable  stmcture  ia  believed  to  be  the 
last  specimen  of  the  old  New  England  sanctuary  tliat  lingered  in  liie  nine- 
miles-aquare.  It  was  demolished  when  about  eighty-eiglit  years  of  ag^ 
and  its  place  supplied  by  a  new  church,  dedicated  Sept.  15,  1858. 

In  1843,  the  Newent  church  comprised  150  members,  B]ircad  over  a 
wide  range  in  the  SQuthern  part  of  Lisbon,  but  two  Mclhwlist  churches 

•  Hii.  Ji.  HommediM,  of  Norwich, 
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hare  since  been  fonned  in  that  vicinitj,  and  Congregational  influence  has 
declined. 

Rev.  Dayid  Breed,  Mr.  Nelson's  successor,  was  dismissed  in  1862|  and 
thej  have  since  liad  no  settled  pastor. 


NoU  en  the  Perkins  Famibf. 

Jacob  Perkins,  born  in  England  in  1624,  came  to  this  coantry  at  seyen  jears  of  age, 
with  his  rather  John.  He  died  at  Ipswich,  Jan.  29, 1700.  Joseph  and  Jabes  Perkins, 
80  cIosoljT  connected  with  the  early  history  of  Norwich,  were  his  sons.  They  came  to 
the  place  young  and  nnmanied,  and  seated  themselves  for  life  in  a  part  of  the  town 
where  the  woods  were  yet  unthinncd  and  the  soil  unmellowed  by  cultivation. 

Joseph  Perkins  married  May  22, 1700,  Martha,  daughter  of  Joseph  Morgan  of  Pres- 
ton, lie  died  Sept.  6,  1726.  EIoTcn  out  of  the  thirteen  children  recorded  to  him  were 
then  living.  The  inventory  of  his  estate  was  £2,787,  and  included  three  farms,  viz., 
the  homestead  of  310  acres,  and  two  others  comprising  nearly  1000  acres.  This  is  but 
a  specimen  of  the  large  landed  estates  of  early  proprietors.  Dr.  Perkins  left  a  special 
legacy  to  his  son  Joseph,  of  "  money  to  carry  him  through  college."  This  Joseph 
Perkins,  2d,  acquired  and  maintained  through  life  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
community,  os  a  skillful  surgeon  and  physician,  and  an  active,  judicious  citizen.  Ho 
was  also  a  faithful  deacon  of  the  chnrcli,  as  Iiis  father  Iiad  been  before  him. 

Dr.  Joseph  Perkins  was  the  first  of  three  generations  of  M.  D.'s  of  tlie  same  namo, 
in  direct  descent,  each  an  oldest  son,  and  all  practicing  in  their  native  township.  He 
was  the  father  also  of  Dr.  EUsha  Perkins  of  Plainfield,  and  of  Andrew  Perkins,  Esq., 
of  Norwich  Landing. 

The  third  Dr.  Joseph  Perkins,  whoso  wife  was  Joanna  Bumham,  was  the  father  of 
Major  Joseph  Perkins  of  Norwich,  of  Benjamin  Perkins  of  Camden,  S.  C,  and  of  the 
twin  brothers,  Elias  and  Elijah,  the  former  of  New  London,  and  the  latter  a  physician 
in  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  EHsha  Perkins  of  Plainfield  was  the  celebrated  inventor  of  the  metallic  Tractors. 
This  was  a  method  of  curing  diseases  by  rubbing  the  patient  in  a  certain  manner  with 
small  pointed  pieces  of  metal,  steel,  or  brass,  which  were  thought  to  extract  the  pain 
by  a  kind  of  magnetism. 

Dr.  Perkins  was  a  mnn  of  great  purity  of  character,  skillful  and  indefatigable  in  his 
profession,  with  great  kindness  of  heart,  and  that  winning  cordiality  of  manner  which 
secures  the  ardent  attachment  of  friends.  Such  was  the  vigor  of  his  constitution  and 
his  physical  activity  that  he  regarded  a  ride  on  horseback  of  sixty  miles  a  day  as  only 
pleasurable  exercise  that  gave  him  no  sensible  fatigue. 

Hon.  Calvin  Goddard  said  of  Dr.  Perkins,  "  I  believe  there  are  few  men  in  the  world 
more  public-spirited,  more  hospitable,  and  more  free  from  all  guile,  than  Dr.  Perkins. 
Whether  the  tractors  are  valuable  or  not,  I  have  never  doubted  that  the  doctor  fnlly 
believed  in  their  cflicocy.** 

Dr.  Perkins  conceived  that  powerful  antiseptics,  used  in  the  first  stages  of  the  yellow 
fever,  would  conquer  the  disease.  Impelled  by  a  profound  conviction  of  duty,  he  re- 
solved to  go  to  New  York  while  the  disorder  was  prevailing  there,  and  test  the  value  of 
the  theory.    lie  went,  but  unfortunately  took  the  infection,  and  died  Sept.  6,  1799. 

Dr.  Perkins  was  the  father  of  the  late  Henry  B.  Perkins  of  Solom,  Ct.,  and  of  Ber, 
George  Perkins,  who  died  at  Nor^vich  in  1852. 

Dr.  Elislia  H.  Perkins  of  Baltimore  is  his  grandson. 


sitfoar  ov  koitki 


Hk,  dM^lv  <r  Sauil  X«llnh  vho.^  ta  ITU,  laa  In  WH  aiNa  lU  MA  fnt ' 
toOhHbjlMMHlonCiUUBr.    B»kiid»inUh«l9M*«Mk   HhwUmar 


«r  O^t.  InttH  laUiii  or  Ifanriflh.  tf  OoL  SImni  BnUh  of  lirapael.  1Im» 
8Mtf^  (Ite  piadhihic  or  J.Kiirtw  FBUiii  or  Bdnfkh.)  Mdaro*  bfothn  IkM* 
A.  aod  Ommip  L.  CHUm  or  XonriA. 

no  obofMuad  BiMg«  iKkbM  nmmd  ta  Xifwpoo^  V.  8^  ■■  Iby.  in^  oa« 
WMdMttkMi«Kwiidolojria«4Mtord»BriMkemn.  lo  A*  oout  or  a  loi^ 
Bfcho  MAlMd  vlib  0MI9  oBd  pepidori^  dn  ndooa  oMtN  or  jMtk%  JOi*  or  im. 
M^  Wn  ria^  aUiT  >Mieo  or  dw  ooH^  eoocii,  oBd  odoMl  ODHMBdotf  or  A» 
iriBUo.  HovMokoaMdMrarAoPnnteWBeoworBapnoMtitlnilKaaidr 
MitjjoM.  nokMii^tiMOKUtgraTMMlMot  UrvpooliMMttulMwoohMi 
MKocwM,OL,llb.M,17aB,MddMMUT«poallCi99,ini.  AftwUitalks 
^-» .-_..-_^-  .J...... ...■  ....^  ■■....   .-._^ 

n  kM^lioB  of  grwU  n^M^  Mkoiod  to  Ui  MMiT 


Thk  ms  fawoipomlal  m  u  eeefadMtiol  Moie^  in  1761.  It  Incbdod 
ft  MMdl  poctkm  of  Outertmtj  wd  Wiadhua.  A  find  of  £1400  wm 
nrind  bf  MibMripdoa  fiir  tha  ■opport  of  the  mkiabej,  ud  «  dnutli  of 
imteon  numban  gillMnd  Mjij  18, 1766,  nodor  the  tenponuy  mfnktax 
of  Bar.  TfaBothy  Btona.  A  hoiue  ibr  wonhlp  wu  enetad  aboHt  As 
■me  diiM.  Ber.  Andrew  Lee,  the  flnt  pattor,  wu  ordained  Octobor  tS, 
176S,  and  continued  in  oflice,  fulfllling  it*  dutica  witlioiit  ipuuial  nuiaLiiioo, 
for  sixty-two  years.  In  1830,  tUo  Itcv.  ItarnaLaa  I'liiniiuy  became  Ikii 
eolleagne.  Dr.  Lee  died  Aug.  25,  1832,  aged  87.  Mr.  Fliinnoy  waa 
diamissed  the  Noreniber  following. 

Dr.  Lee  was  a  man  of  generous  impulses,  candid  and  liberal  in  aenti- 
nent.  Mr.  Nelson,  his  friend  and  neighbor,  said  of  him,  "  Ho  was  mode 
originally  on  a  noble  scale,  and  liis  facullies  were  flnoly  developed  by 
carefld  and  diligent  calture."*  He  published  a  volume  of  sermons,  and 
,  various  separate  discourses,  which  display  vigorous  thought  and  nice  dis- 
crimination. He  was,  however,  deficient  in  pulpit  oratory,  his  delivery 
being  heavy  and  monotonous. 

He  was  a  son  of  John  Lee,  of  Lyme,  uid  bom  in  1745.  His  motlier 
was  Abigail  Tulty.  Though  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  he  received  the 
degree  of  S.  T.  D.  from  Harvard. 

Since  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Fhinney,  the  chnrch  has  had  (he  following 
pastors: 

.   Bev.  Fhilo  Jndson,  installed  June  6,  1838 ;  dismissed  in  December, 
1834. 

*  Spragae'i  Am.  Fnlpit,  p.  671. 
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Rev.  Joseph  Ajer,  installed  in  September,  1887 ;  difimissed  in  June, 
1648. 

Rev.  James  A.  Hazen,  installed  in  December,  1852;  died  Oct  29, 
18G2,  aged  49. 

POPULATION   OF  LISBON. 

1800—1158  1840—1052 

1810—1128  1850—  938 

1830—1161  1860—1262 

The  new  town  of  Sprague  takes  away  the  north-west  part  of  Lisbon, 
leaving  the  old  town  only  one  hundred  and  fifty  voters  and  a  grand  list  of 
about  $200,000. 


Spragtte,  This  town  in  the  rapidity  of  its  growth  resembles  the  changes 
that  often  take  place  in  western  clearings.  Lord's  bridge,  where  the  She- 
tuckct  was  spanned  to  unite  Lisbon  and  Franklin,  and  near  which  the 
Lonl  family  had  dwelt  in  quiet  agricultural  pursuits  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury,— father,  son  and  grandson  living  and  dying  on  the  spot, — was  a 
secluded  nook,  without  any  foreshadowing  of  progress,  or  visible  germ  of 
enterprise.  A  grist-raill,  a  saw-mill, — coevals  of  the  first  planters, — a 
respectable  farm-house,  with  its  sign-post  promising  entertainment,  (the 
usual  appendage  of  a  bridge,)  and  two  or  three  smaller  tenements,  consti- 
tuted the  hnmlet  Only  the  casual  floods  and  the  romantic  wildness  of 
tlie  river  banks  interfered  with  the  changeless  repose  of  the  scene. 

Suddenly  the  blasting  of  rocks  and  the  roar  of  machinery  commenced ; 
hills  were  upset,  channels  were  dug,  the  river  tortured  out  of  its  willful- 
ness, and  amid  mountainous  heaps  of  cotton-bags  the  rural  scene  disap- 
peared, and  Baltic  village  leaped  into  existence.  In  the  course  of  five 
years,  more  than  a  hundred  buildings,  comprising  neat  and  comfortable 
houses,  several  shops,  a  church,  and  a  school-house,  grouped  around  the 
largest  mill  on  the  western  continent,  had  taken  possession  of  the  scene: 
the  whole  spreading  like  wings  each  side  of  the  river,  and  linking  together 
two  distinct  towns. 

These  changes  commenced  in  July,  1856,  when  the  elder  Governor 
Sprague  of  Rhode  Island  purchased  300  acres  of  land  on  the  Shetucket, 
and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  great  cotton-mill.  In  October  of  that  year 
the  projector  and  proprietor  of  this  grand  enterprise  was  removed  from 
his  work  by  sudden  death,  and  it  was  feared  that  his  magnificent  schemes 
would  never  be  realized.  But  his  son  and  nephews  continued  the  work 
without  intermission,  filling  out  his  plans,  and  even  enlarging  the  sphere 
of  operation,  till  I^ord's  bridge  became  the  site  of  a  mammoth  factory  and 
the  center  of  a  new  town. 


Th*  fftttt  adn  b  9M  fbet  lou^  86  feet  wide,  and  fire  slorics  high. 
Tht  modn  pcnrer  k  ftmMiafl  bj  dx  wntcr-wtioc-l«,  cncli  over  tl>iriy  feet 
1b  Jhiaater.  In  I6C4|  oun  tfMn  IBOO  looms  liod  been  [lut  in  operation, 
nd  1400  penuoi  mm  enpli^ad  bj  the  ctimpnny." 

la  1891,  the  new  toira  wm  faworponlod  kf  the  mbm  of  SpnwH.  & 
«Oi^riMa  about  twdn  ■QMUia  milaB  of  taiUnr  tekwi  fton  UUna  wl 
Fnokfii^  the  Shetwkot  nmnliv  Orao^  ft  from  aacdi  to  na&  H  it 
htaneolel  «bo  by  the  Hutfiwl.  ProTiileaee  nd  FUklQ  BeOiM^whU 
1^  It  the  tdmOagi  of  £net  and  tmy  tnaaforta&m.  WO^  Ub 
'  boq»Kb«ridM  the  tO^m  built  op  bj  die  Bpngau,  tt  hnhiiii  the 
peeler  pert  af  Hawnw  Kwletj  and  ttie  Bi^eriBe  wewaliwlB A^  TMagi 
OD  the  eaat  ride  of  Lantt*a  Mdge.  At  Heaovar  eealw,  end  «■  Beaiw 
bnwlE,  wooQen  ftotorfea  haTe  bean  Is  openOkm  tat  naay  Tsan.  %wgn> 
b  Qwrafen  pn-flmiiM&dj  a  eoUeetlon  of  tnin  TiUagee. 

The  lint  towiHMetins  in  S^agne  wai  hdd  Jane  10, 1861,  and  tUi 
HM  odelmdad  m  the  Uidt-day  of  die  town.  OcA.  Ethan  ADao  of  Ebn- 
'o¥ar,  moderalor  of  d»  meeting  «ie  ebooea  the  Ant  aBlBatraaB,  The 
nlleige,  oa  fixed  hj  the  Lo^aktme,  ia  U  uOea  to  New  Bkm^  end  S8 


'.  Lorelfa  Mdge  end  Lontt^a  srW-aJai  an  old  finOler  mohb  origb* 
dlrbahni^toNonridk  After  the  aamaof  Lovett  paaaed  a*i^,the 
ine  oin  aitnatipB  fai  lUa  neiibborfiood  beeametbe  aeat  of  the  IWbin 
eottan4wtoi7.  In  185S,  the  ^aee  wee  porchaaod  bj  Ur.  Join  BalAal 
der  and  U«  fiwiwJn'— ,  and  the  old  miU  bdag  won  afterward  deatrojied  by 
flre,  a  largo  brick  building  wai  ereclod  on  tlio  site  ami  devolcd  to  tlio 
manufacture  of  Bcamlces  cotton  bagging.  Dcrora  the  war,  this  mill  gave 
employment  to  Beventy  or  eighty  persons,  men,  women,  and  diilJrcn.  It 
hai  since  been  purchased  by  n  new  company,  the  building  enlai^ed,  the 
machinery  changed,  and  the  whole  tnuisformed  into  a  woollen-mill,  under 
the  agency  of  the  Messrs.  King,  lat«  of  the  firm  of  Wm.  Eltiog  &  Co., 
Norwich. 

This  place  ia  now  within  the  limits  of  Sprague,  and  ia  the  scat  of  the 
lAthon  poat-offlee,  but  is  currently  known  as  Eaglevitte,^ 

•  At  lbs  prueat  time  (IBSS),  pieparation*  an  raolcing  for  tboenctiaaof  b  iMw  mill 
by  tba  ilda  of  Iho  other,  of  infflcicnt  capacity  for  3000  loom. 

t  Tbif  name  ii  said  to  hare  beea  lugceited  by  the  lighting  of  ao  eagle  npoa  the 
enpola  or  aummit  of  the  belfry,  jnit  before  the  mill  wag  completed,  whicli  the  work- 
men hailed  a*  a  favorable  omen,  aod  named  tlie  place  in  honor  of  the  rojal  bird. 
Tbora  ii,  howerer,  aoother  factory  In  tlie  eutoni  part  of  the  State,  called  Eaglerllh^ 
and  it  I*  propoaed  to  gire  to  thi«  Tillage  the  name  of  Buckingham. 
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Fifth  or  Long  Society ^  someiimes  caUed  East  Norwich. 

Tliis  ecclesiastical  societj  comprised  a  long  and  comparatiyelj  narrow 
strip,  lying  cast  of  the  rivers  Shctucket  and  Thames.  Well  might  it  be 
called  Longy  for  it  originally  extended  over  the  whole  eastern  border  of 
the  ninc-milcs-sqnarc,  from  Plainficld  to  Poquetannock,  and  tliis  line  of 
the  original  purchase,  in  its  liberal  measurement,  was  probably  ten  or 
twelve  miles. 

The  farmers  on  this  side  of  the  rivers  petitioned  the  town  as  early  as 
1G90,  to  bo  released  from  paying  ecclesiasticid  rates  in  Norwich,  on 
account  of  the  great  inconvenience  they  found  in  attending  divine  wor- 
ship, by  reason  of  the  ferry  and  their  distance  from  the  town-plot.  After 
crossing  the  river  at  the  old  fording-place,  it  was  necessary  to  traverse  a 
tedious  winding  path  around  the  Chelsea  hills,  to  get  into  the  town  street, 
and  pass  on  to  the  meeting-house.  The  desired  permission  was  not  then 
granted,  but  twenty-one  years  later  they  were  freely  allowed  to  become  a 
distinct  parish,  and  sixty  acres  of  land  set  apart  for  their  first  minister. 

The  church  was  constituted  in  172G,  under  the  Rev.  Jabez  Wight,  the 
first  and  only  pastor  ever  settled  among  them.  Mr.  Wight  was  a  native 
of  Dcdhain,  M:iss.,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College.  His  wife  was 
Ruth  Swan ;  they  had  four  sons,  who  became  worthy  members  of  society. 
He  died  in  1 782,  and  the  church  seems  to  have  died  with  him.  No  reg- 
ular public  worship  was  held,  and  the  meeting-house  was  allowed  to  decay 
and  fall  to  pieces. 

In  17 8G,  Long  Society  was  annexed  to  Preston,  and  instead  of  the 
designation  lyth  of  Norwich^  took  that  of  2d  of  Preston, 

In  the  year  1817,  a  fresh  attempt  was  made  to  establish  a  worshiping 
assembly  in  this  old  society.  A  new  meeting-house  was  built  upon  the 
ancient  site,  which  was  opened  to  all  denominations  of  Christians.  The 
services  were  kept  up  for  a  time  on  the  system  of  voluntary  contributions, 
but  could  not  be  permanently  maintained,  and  soon  ceased  altogether. 

In  August,  1837,  still  another  effort  was  made,  and  at  this  time  a  small 
Congregational  church  was  gathered  with  the  assistance  of  Rev.  Anson 
Glcason,  who  had  been  officiating  as  a  missionary  at  Mohegan.*  The 
communion  plate  belonging  to  the  old  church  of  Mr.  Wight,  which  had 
not  been  used  for  forty  years,  was  brought  out  on  this  occasion.  The 
attempt  to  resuscitate  the  church,  however,  was  not  successful.  The 
members  soon  disbanded,  and  in  1857  the  edifice  was  sold  to  the  town  of 
Preston  for  municipal  use. 

*  Mr.  GlcRRon,  for  inflny  jcnrs  a  missionary  nmong  tho  Mohcgons  and  Choctaws,  is 
now  (1865)  performing  missionary  duty  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  He  was  ordained  at  Mo* 
began,  April  1,  1835. 


TVwidaBtbwririffOBndrf  I«i«  Sodet7  lies  arouad  this  building. 
Ebn  we  flad  the  bhbm  of  auu^  of  the  early  inliabilunts, — Coming 
ntdi,  GHddinA  BaakeB,  Btmj,  ^Dord,  Pride,  Bonth,  Tmmnn,  ^Vigiit, 


I  peipetiMtM  the  DMOKitjr  of  Oa  fat 


One  of  the  oUert  biiedbed  ■ 
iMHon  of  Ur.  YngUTa  dnirdi. 


BODT  or  DBACXnr 
BBNTAHXK  TXTOH 

ran>00TK» 

IW  tar  W*  TEAB 
OV  HIS  AGS. 

liMnptim  M  Ifa  GroPMAM  ^  &•.  Jfr,  IPi^ 
"  Sacnd  to  th«  ammarf  of  Ber.  J*hw  ingh^ 
htiPuierorth*  (%mnk  oT  OuiH  k  tki  Id  Sodi^ 
ta  Pmhn.  vba  ta  tka  SSA  tmwoT  hU  mUMirsM 

IntMrt  tab  tk*  Jojr  of  Ui  Uri. 

Bn  Mf  in  Uf  U  bMMH, 
A  Pmmi/  Md  >  pflte  go—.* 

An  oUtoerf  notke  of  iSr.  Wight  my*  of  luut 

"Fond  of  nllnrnml  ftom  ths  luitllns  world,  lia  «ru  •ppannllj  nam 
wkw  UaToliioK  tbfl  rwd  of  an  unnolicod  liumitilj'." 


jMoeU  Oitj/.  In  181C,  tho  nortliern  port  of  Preston  was  tnoUe  nn  inde- 
pendent town  with  tlio  name  of  Griswold.  Tliis  neiv  townsliip  included  a 
Btrip  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Quinebaug,  south  of  Plainficid,  which 
was  originnllj'  a  part  of  the  Norwich  purchtua.  Tlie  flouriahing  aodely 
of  Jewctt  City  lies  upon  this  Norwich  sliip,  luul  Ihu:*  conies  witliiii  our 
notice  OS  an  original  part  of  the  nine-miles-square. 

Elieier  Jewett,  to  whom  this  beautiful  Tillage  is  indebted  for  its  origin 
and  its  name,  was  not  &  man  of  finished  education,  or  of  any  peculiar 
mental  power,  but  active,  persevering,  and  of  a  genial,  kindly  tempera- 
ment, happy  in  doing  good  and  opening  paths  of  enteqtrise  for  the  benefit 
of  others,  without  laboring  to  enrich  himself.  Beginning  with  only  a 
small  farm  and  a  mill-«eat  on  the  Fochaug  river,  he  lived  to  see  a  flour- 
ishing village  spread  around  him,  enriched  with  mills,  stores,  mechanical 
operations,  and  farms  in  an  improved  state  of  tillage,  to  which  the  public 
gave  the  familiar  name  of  Jewett-  Oily,  a  popular  substitute  for  Jewelt-ville 
or  Jewett-farms. 
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He  had  at  first  a  grist-nnill,  and  to  this  he  added  a  saw-mill,  and  sold 
out  portions  of  land  to  induce  others  to  settle  near  him.  About  the  year 
1790,  he  was  joined  by  John  Wilson,  a  clothier  from  Massachusetts,  whom 
he  encouraged  to  set  up  a  fulling-niill.*  We  learn  from  Wilson's  adver- 
tisement that  he  was  ready  at  his  mill  to  accommo<lato  the  public  in  De- 
cember, 1793. 

In  1804,  Elisha  Rose  had  an  oil-mill  in  the  neighborhood,  and  the  same 
year  John  ScholficUl,  Jr.,  set  a  carding-machine  in  operation  upon  the 
same  stream,  advertising  that  he  had  a  complete  set  of  'machinery  for 
picking,  breaking  and  carding  wool ;  terms,  12  cts.  per  lb. 

The  Scholfield  establishment  was  subsequently  purchased  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son, whose  enterprise  assisted  largely  in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
village.  lie  was  a  man  of  solid  sense  and  dignified  deportment;  highly 
valued  a^  a  citizen.  }\y  a  change  of  boundaries,  and  new  acts  of  incor- 
poration, he  became  an  inhabitant  of  three  different  towns,  and  at  distinct 
periods  was  a  s(?lcctman  of  Norwich,  of  Preston,  and  of  Griswold,  with- 
out changing  his  abode. 

In  1820,  Mr.  Wilson  sold  the  woolen-mill  to  J.  G.  W.  Trumbull  and 
John  Breed.  It  w:is  destroyed  by  fire  in  1827,  and  not  rebuilt  by  the 
owners.     Slater's  magnincent  cotlon-mill  now  occupies  the  site. 

In  1814,  the  Fanning  Manufacturing  Company,  consisting  of  four  part- 
ners, Charles  Fanning,  Christopher  Avery,  Joseph  Stanton  and  Joseph  C. 
Tyler,  erected  a  mill  upon  the  river,  not  far  from  Scholfield's,  and  began 
the  manufacture  of  cotton  yam  and  cotton  cloth.  Christopher  Lippitt 
was  their  agent. 

A  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  the  settlement  in  1814,  and  a  church 
gathered  on  an  Episcopal  basis,  called  St.  George's  Church.  Its  first  and 
only  Episcopal  minister  was  Rev.  Ammi  Rogers,  who  proved  to  be  a  man 
of  blighted  reputation,  unworthy  to  preach  the  gospel.  When  this  became 
known,  his  congro;:^ation  fell  away,  and  he  left  the  place  in  1818.t 

A  Congregational  society  was  organized  in  1825,  and  the  church  was 
made  over  to  them  by  the  residuary  proprietors  of  the  building.  This 
church  has  had  five  ministers : 

Ilov.  Rcth  Bliss,  ordained  Juno  15,  1825. 
Itcv.  Gcorgo  Perkins,  installed  Aag.  8,  1832. 
Rev.  William  Wright,  ordained  Nor.  8,  1838. 
llcv.  Thomas  L.  Shipman,  installed  April  5,  1843. 
Kcv.  Uenry  T.  Choever,  installed  Maj  29,  1856. 

Since  18G1,  they  have  had  no  settled  pastor. 


*  Mr.  WilKon  married  Mr.  Jewetl's  daughter.    Tho  lato  Increaso  Wilson  of  Now 
liondon  was  one  of  his  sons. 

t  New  Yeor's  Sermon  by  Rev.  T.  L.  Shipman,  1856. 

29 


'460  RIIVOIT    Of    VOBWIOB. 

'  Of  dMH  wibiMUn,  Am  Ber.  Hr.  SUpnn  Is  nott  haiSBa^  Mwrittid 
vUi  tba  Uitorj  of  tb«  ehnrdi.  ED*  putomte  of  Iod  jeui  wu  tte  loof- 
mtf  iwd  lUtM  Ui  fflnniMioB,  by  nalding  in  tiw  pbea  and  otBdaling  u 
pMtor  wImmtv  TMwuiei  ooonrnd,  he  hai  ilmMt  donUsd  thitteim  of 


JtttKtt  CItjr  luu  «Im  ft  flonrftUng  Bi^Hit  dumb,  nUdi  cf  bde  jmn . 
ta  iitbaiMl  wUtfai  Ua  ipben  of  lofliMHe  «  hrga  prapMtioa  of  ibo  bi- 
labtbnli  «f  tba  vllbgo.  Tho  booM  of  mnbip  wu  dedioOed  to  1M4. 
■'  Two  fiMloiiM  on  a  gmtd  omIo  ban  of  hlo  j«ra  boon  iddod  to  Joiffltt 
O^,  gn^  onbutobg  the  pepaktioa  and  Irapntuoo  (^  tbe  ^uo  t  ▼!■, 
4m  «otto»0in  «f  Joba  F,  k  W.  Slater,  and  that  of  tbe  Ariilaad  OnUon 

CoupMiij* 

.  ThMO  B^  vllb  otben  tbat  an  pn^eeted.  and  the  hige  aaMMtnt  of 
.  tmtar^ower  ia  Ae  Tidni^,  jti  anezpooded,  afflad  pneomi^ve  eridenoa 
ttat  Jewett  CStj  wOl  boeooe  one  M"  the  krgert  mannflutiiring  Tilla^  la 
tbe  Stale. 

Ja  (he  borial-gnKind  of  the  vflfa^p^  opened  tiiMe  the  jmr  1800,  a  riab 
of  red  saadilGoe  poiali  out  the  grave  of  the  ftoiidn  and  ^tm  an  epilone 
•of  Us  hbtMy. 

Ia  HnMir  or  Mr. 


DM  Dwr.  T,  IBIT, 

ia  Aa  tTik  |MT«f  Utifi. 

Tn  April  ITTl  he  began 
llio  Millloiiicnl  oF  llili  villago, 
uid  from  liii  poncToring  iniliutrjr 
and  Relive  bcneTOlonce,  It  hM 
doiired  iti  prcMot  ImportuiM. 
lu  aMn«  will  pcipoluita  hii  memorr. 

3S.r.  Jewett'a  ancestry  baa  not  been  dearly  ascertainej.  It  ia  probable, 
Jtowever,  tbat  be  was  a  native  of  Lisbon,  oni]  of  tlio  lliird  or  foiirtli  gen- 
eration in  descent  from  an  ancestor  of  the  same  name  who  was  an  inhale 
itanl  in  1702,  and  is  supposed  to  bave  come  from  Rowley,  Mass. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 
Tub  ErisGorAL  Ciiurcu. 

Tkadition  is  the  only  source  from  which  any  thing  has  been  oscer- 
tnincfl  rcsprcling  the  first  rise  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Norwich. 
From  (hiii  nuthority  wn  Icnrn  thnt  the  first  Church  of  England  men  in  the 
plncc  were  'rhoma;*  (Jrist  and  ICihnund  Gookin,  who  were  *' allowed  aa 
inhabitant.^'*  in  17 2G. 

Mr.  CJrist,  ncconling  to  report,  was  bom  in  England,  but  came  early  to 
i]\U  country,  settled  in  Norwich,  and  married  in  1721,  Ann,  daughter  of 
Snmufd  Hirehard. 

In  17.'M,  Jicv.  Ebonc/.cr  Pundcrson,  (a  graduate  of  Yale  College  in 
172C,)  who  hatl  been  four  years  settled  over  a  Congregational  church  in 
North  Groton,  avowed  his  preference  for  the  Church  of  England,  and 
having  obtained  a  dismission  from  his  charge,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  be 
re-ordaincd.  lie  returned  with  a  commission  from  the  Society  for  Prop- 
agating the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  and  had  Norwich,  Groton  and 
Hebron  assigned  to  him  as  a  missionary  circuit 

A  sm'all  church  was  gathered  at  Poquetannock  about  the  year  1738  by 
Mr.  Pundcrson,  wlio  also  hold  occasional  services  in  Norwich,  at  the 
houses  of  JMessi-s.  Gookin  and  Grist,  the  former  living  on  Bean  Hill,* 
and  the  latter  not  far  from  the  Meeting-house  Green.  Gradually,  and  at 
first  privately,  a  little  band  of  ten  or  a  dozen  persons  assembled  on  such 
occasions,  to  whom  the  ordinances  of  the  Church  were  administered.  In 
this  part  of  the  town  they  had  no  organized  society,  or  house  for  worship, 
but  the  Gookin  and  Grist  families,  until  their  extinction,  were  faithful  and 
devoted  adherents  to  the  Church. 

The  society  at  Chelsea  grew  out  of  this  beginning.  When  it  came  to 
the  question  of  embodying  in  church  estate  and  building  a  house  of  wor- 
ship, it  was  decided  that  the  center  should  be  at  Chelsea.     There  is  no 


•  The  Gookin  lionso  wim  on  the  central  pint  of  Bean  Hill,  "  bounded  southerly  on 
tho  innin  rond  nnd  cnstcrly  on  tlio  Green  : ''  (now  belonging  to  C.  C.  Williams.)  The 
last  of  the  Gookin  family  in  Norwich  was  an  ancient  spinster,  Miss  Anna  Gookin, 
who  held  a  life  interest  in  tho  house  for  more  tlian  thirty  years,  and  died  in  1810,  aged 
about  eighty. 


46S  .  iiitokT  or  aoiwieB 

neeri  wfawt  irf  lh<  tot  vgfxAn&M  of  Mmr  fta  Amk  arMriHy.  A. 
jplaee  of  grotmd  fcr  Oie  lite  of  BdnrAeABM  wm  ^tcb  Iqr  CbpL  Baia> 
Jih  BahDdl,  "at  tha  Bortb-eut  end  of  Wunttpim^  UU,  near  ft*  aU 
IdukUng  Fteet,"  wd  oa  the  7Ui  of  Janiair,  174S-7,  a  aeediv  wai  ImU 
at  tha  lown-hoDMt,  to  decide  nuttets  nhtiTO  to  the  erection  of  an  ediiea 
«Air  the  aen^ca  of  Ahalgh^  Qod,Meocdhq;  to  Oia  Litwi^ortha  ChnA 
«r  Ei^aiid,  as  l^  law  ertabKAed." 
Thn  nllnnii  aininiiiliiil  al  thli  iiiiiiillin  mm  i 

Bw.  Mr.  FuteKM,  IMm^K. 


Kr-TboHMGiirt,  iBmi 
Hr.  KiU«  ffidi^     ) 

Tbaftinditir  loIl^Bgwen  niwd  hj  nbaeription  t  67  namei  bebg 
eeroDod  on  die  Kitiaetiption  Hat,  and  the  mm  obtained  £67B.  The  greal- 
•it  amonnt  bj  one  fndindiua  was  £fiO  bj  Andrew  GnUoway.  Tht  three 
geirilaatw  wfao  fimned  the  baading  committee  snbecribed  /40  eaeh.  Xr. 
Pnndenon  aflarwardi  collected  In  Bbode  Iibind,  ^CISS,  and  Ospt.  Bia^ 
aeD  fai  BostoD,  £178.  AO  this  was  probably  Old  Tenor  aottc^,  at  Bab 
<f  Oredi^  of  rsdaeed  rahie. 

The  hnd  and  the  ehnrdi,  when  eneted,  wen  ooav^ed  bj  deed  to  the 


"for  dM  DM  of  iha  ■  SodMr  for  pTOpagalhiK  Ibn  Oii«p«1  ia  Ibitien  p«iti,'  sad  ibdr 
NcesMon  foravsrmuni,  l<i  lio  n]>|ini]>riii1cil  fur  nn  F.|ii<iL-u|iaI  rliiin'li  hikI  diun-li-jranl 
for  Iha  iNuicdt  uf  on  KpUcoput  tiiiiililur  niiil  iiivliilicra  uF  aiiij  i-liuruli,  ami  fur  liu  otlicr 
tu0.  Intent  or  purpoM  whouoovcr." 

This  edifice  stood  upon  the  site  now  occupied  bj  Christ  Churcli.  Ac- 
cording to  tradition  it  was  a  subBlanlial  structure,  but  plitin  mid  unadorned, 
wilb  neither  porch  nor  spire,  and  a  single  gmiiilc  lilot^k  at  ihc  door  for  a 
threshold  stone.  It  was  completed  in  1740.  The  number  nf  ])ew-liohlers 
was  twenly-eight ;  lliu/  buill  tlicir  own  pews  uud  held  iheni  as  liieir  prui>er 
estate.    The  first  church  ofllcers  were : 

Cspt.  Benajah  BtuhncU,  I  yf^g,^ 

Cspi.  Joseph  Trac;,        ( 

Capt.  Iiaae  CUrk«,    \ 

Cspt.  TboniBS  Qriat,  i  Vi$trymai. 

Cmpt.  Dnnicl  Hall,      ) 

Bliihs  Hids,  Cltrk  of  Iht  Churti. 

Phincaa  llolden,  Socieig  CIrric. 

Hr.  Punderson  had  the  prime  agency  in  forming  lliis  church,  and  was 
its  first  officiating  clergjrman ;  but  in  1751  lie  was  transferred  by  the  soci- 
ety in  England  to  New  Haven,  to  take  charge  of  an  Episcopal  society  in 
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that  place,  and  to  perform  missionary  service  in  the  neighboring  parishes. 
He  removed  about  ten  years  later  to  Rye,  where  ho  died.*  His  relict, 
Mrs.  Hannah  Punderson,  died  «it  Poquctannock  in  Groton,  Feb.  23, 1792, 
in  the  80th  year  of  her  age.  She  was  interred  at  Norwich.  The  table- 
stone  that  covers  her  grave  is  directly  in  front  of  Christ  Charch,  and 
bears  the  following  record  of  her  husband : 

"  Kcv.  Ebcnczcr  rundoraon.  Founder  and  first  minister  of  this  Parish,  died  in  1771, 
iigc<l  63." 

After  Mr.  Puiidcrson's  departure,  the  Norwich  church  remained  eleven 
years  wilht)ut  a  pastor,  but  was  kept  from  extinction  by  the  zeal  of  its 
members  in  holding  lay  services,  and  the  occasional  ministrations  of  J^Ir. 
Seabury  of  New  liOndon,  and  liis  successor,  Mr.  Graves. 

In  17(»0,  a  subscription  was  raised  in  the  society  for  Mr.  John  Beards- 
ley,  ''  towards  his  inoculation  and  going  (o  England  for  oinlers,  that  he  may 
preach  in  the  churclicsof  England,  at  Norwich  and  Groton."  An  engage- 
ment was  at  the  same  time  entered  into  with  him,  to  pay  the  annual  sum 
of  £33  towards  his  support,  wlicn  he  should  become  their  minister,  which 
he  did  in  the  spring  of  17 G3.  The  number  of  male  communicants  in  the 
Chelsea  church  w;ts  at  this  time  about  twenty. 

The  Groton  churcii  mentioned,  is  the  one  already  alluded  to  in  tlio  vil- 
lage of  Poquctannock.  That  village  lies  at  the  head  of  a  creek  or  cove, 
which  runs  out  of  the  Thames  about  four  miles  below  the  Landing.  It 
was  early  settled,  being  considered  a  fine  location  for  fishing,  building  sea- 
crafl,  and  exporting  wood  and  timber.  A  part  of  it  lies  in  Groton,  and  it 
was  within  the  boinids  of  that  town  that  the  Episcopal  church  was  built. 
It  has  been  generally  dependent  upon  the  Norwich  church  for  the  admin- 
istration of  the  ordinances,  but  has  been  sustained  to  the  present  time,  and 
is  the  only  churcli  at  rorpictannock  ;  no  other  denomination  ever  having 
gathered  a  church  or  built  a  house  of  worship  in  that  village. 

Mr.  Heardsley,  after  his  return  from  England,  ofliciated  as  pastor  of  the 
Norwich  church  about  five  years.  lie  was  then  transferred  by  the  society 
under  whose  auspices  he  labored,  to  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

In  1707,  a  lot  of  land  for  a  glebe  was  given  by  Mrs.  Zerviah  Bushnell, 
relict  of  C;i^)t.  IJcnajah,  and  conveyed  by  deed  to  the  Society  for  Propa- 
gating the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts.f  On  this  lot  a  glebe-house  or  manse 
was  erected. 

In  1708,  an  agreement  was  made  with  Jolm  Tyler,  of  Wallingford, 
Conn.,  by  which  £00  slerUng  money  of  Great  Britain  was  advanced  to 


•  Ho  liiul  two  sons,  horn  in  Groton  ;  Elicnczcr  in  1735,  Cyrus  in  1737. 

t  Tl)i;<  (Iccil  \\M  Annulled  by  an  act  of  tlio  Ix^gislaturo  in  1835,  and  tho  globe  became 
private  iiroperty. 


l4  BISTOBTOFKOBWICS. 

m,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  vojogc  to  England  la  receive  ordjnalioat   1 
),  on  Iiis  part,  engaging  to  return  and  olTn^iaio  a:i  lliuir  priu^l,  nl  a  salary 
£30  per  annum.     'Flic  Diunuy  was  raised  by  suliscriplion,  uikd  tlio  list 
mains  ciglily  names. 
Mr.  Tyler,  after  cmbrncing  llio  doclrlnoa  of  [lie  Cliurcli  of  Kngland,  1 
id  been  prepared  fur  boly  ordui-s  under  the  inslniclion  of  Dr.  Jobnson  1 
Slrimfoiil.     lie  was  ordained  by  the  Ilisbop  of  London  in  June,  17Q8,*  1 
id  the  next  year  entered  on  his  dulios  at  Norwich,  olFieiuling  nUo  a 
D<|UQtanno<jk  every  fourth  Sunday. 

The  parish  record  begun  by  Mr.  Tyler  is  entitled,  "Notilia  Paroc/iialit  | 
m^  miiiion  at  Norteich."  The  first  child  baptized  by  him  was  Th<y 
diila,  daughter  of  Jolin  nnd  Deliglil  Grist,  ScpL  3,  17C9. 
Soon  after  the  Belllemenl  of  Mr.  Tyler,  the  great  struggle  fi)r  liberty  ( 
immeuced,  and  all  other  eoneems  were  aBcctcd  by  it,  swept  as  it  v 
to  Uic  miyeslic  cuircnl.  Public  opinion  made  it  necessary  for  the  Epift-  I 
ipnl  clergy  cither  to  omit  tlmt  part  o(  their  liturgy  wliieh  contained  1 
■nyera  for  the  ICing  nnd  Fnrliament,  or  suspend  their  public  surviceii  { 
It.  Tyler  and  his  people  chose  the  lallcr  course. 
Through  all  the  Northern  Colonies  this  was  the  lusl  onUi'cd  to  Cliureb-  | 
en — Will  you  drop  the  prayers  for  royalty?  Bui  neither  clergy  nor  i 
eoplo  were  in  general  prepared  to  yield  the  point.  Many  of  (he  churches  J 
id  originated  under  English  patronage,  and  (heir  piu-Iurd  vreie  ou  ilia  I 
loting  of  tnissionuries  deriving  (heir  support  from  ICugliiud.  This  IhiuiiiI  J 
^lem  with  a  eirotig  tiu  to  the  moiher  country,  and  ihuy  held  otil  long  In  ' 
tlieir  loyalty. 

In  tlio  8oulliern  Stales  the  Kplseopuliaus  uhnosl  miifurndy  (ook  the 
patriodo  side,  and  Ihia  was  allribuled  mainly  lo  the  independence  of  the 
clergy.  They  did  not,  like  Ihoau  at  the  North,  dravr  their  Rii|i)ion  from 
the  mother  country. 

The  church  at  Norwich  was  closed  for  three  years,  no  entry  being  made 
on  the  records  from  April,  1776,  to  April,  1779.  But  it  is  remembered 
that  during  a  part  of  this  time  iit  least,  Air.  Tyler  held  a  serviee  in  liia 
own  bouse.  Various  inslances  occurred  of  hai-sh  language,  and  petty  pcp- 
aecution  of  ehurehmcn,  but  no  violent  exhibitions  of  displeasure  wen 
madcf  Mr.  Tyler  was  prudeni,  quid,  and  reserved.  A  part  of  his 
congregation  cordially  favored  independence,  and  family  intluenee  like- 
wise operated  in  hia  favor ;  his  fnlher-in-law,  Isaac  Ti-acy,  Esq.,  being 
deacon  of  the  Congregational  churdi,  and  an  avowed  patriot. 

*  Tbe original  cominiMion  to  excrtlas  bia  oflico  ia  America,  Gxcriitcd  bj  BichMil 
{[leirick)  Lord  Biabop  of  London,  Juno  29,  ITGB,  ia  preserved  bj  tLo  fnrailj. 

t  It  if  (aid  tbst  Mr.  Grist,  Ihe  EnglialimnTi,  and  \\\a  neighbor,  Iticliurd  tljds,  Esq., 
htd  Treqaent  nnd  sharp  dlspnlci.  but  they  neicr  wcut  funlicr  thnn  a  threatening  iluks 
or  the  Oat  and  a  dnal  iplnlter,  tlirough  flxod  tcolli,  of  Yea  loty!  and  You  rttdl 
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When  the  church  was  again  opened,  the  prayers  for  the  King  and  Par- 
liament were  omitted,  but  the  congregation  had  dwindled  to  an  audience 
of  about  twenty  persons.  Under  the  popular  ministry  of  Mr.  Tyler, 
however,  the  society  gradually  increased  in  numbers  and  influence.  In 
1780  the  church  was  repaired,  and  a  porch,  bell  and  steeple  added.* 
But  the  location  .was  considered  inconvenient,  and  in  1789  the  society 
decided  on  removing  to  a  more  central  position.  A  lot  was  proffered  by 
Phincos  Holden,  near  the  east  end  of  Main  street,  '^ opposite  the  house  of 
Capt  Stephen  Colver,"  and  accepted  by  the  parish. 

To  this  8|>ot  the  old  edifice,  which  had  stood  about  forty  years,  was 
removed,  and  there  enlarged  and  remodeled.  The  former  owners  of  the 
pews  relinquished  their  rights,  the  seats  were  sold,  and  the  money  applied 
to  parochial  uses.     The  new  purchasers  were  thirty  in  number. 

The  committee  for  removing  and  reconstructing  the  church  were  M^jor 
Ebenezer  Whiting,  Barzillai  Davison,  Benadam  Denison,  and  James 
Christie. 

It  was  dedicated  May  19,  1791,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Seabury,  Bishop  of 
Connecticut,  to  the  worship  of  God  ''according  to  the  liturgy  of  the 
Church  of  England  accommodated  to  the  civil  constitution  of  these  Amer- 
ican States.** 

Ebcnczcr  Whiting,       )  Wardens. 

Ebcnezcr  Huntington, ) 

Jabez  Huntington,  Society  Clerk. 

The  designation  of  "Christ's  Church  in  Chelsea"  first  appears  on  record 
in  1785. 

Wilh  the  exception  of  the  political  jealousy  during  the  Revolutionary 
contest,  the  Episcopulians  and  Congregntioniilisls  of  Norwich  have  never 
exhibited  any  acrimony  against  each  other.  On  the  contrary,  social  inter- 
conrftc  has  been  generally  maintained,  irrespective  of  denominational 
bounds,  and  the  two  sects  liave  in  many  instances  interclianged  civilities, 
in  a  truly  courteous  and  Christian  spirit. 

At  a  very  early  period  we  find  that  the  Episcopal  church  employed  the 
Congregational  collector  to  collect  Mr.  Tyler's  rates.  Invitations  have 
sometimes  been  cordially  given  to  the  Episcopalians  to  celebrate  their 
festivals  in  the  larger  edifices  of  the  Congregationalists,  which  have  been 
cheerfully  accepted ;  and  in  two  instances  at  least,  when  the  latter  have 
been  by  sudden  disasters  deprived  for  a  season  of  a  place  of  worship,  the 
doors  of  Christ's  Church  have  been  freely  opened  to  them.  One  instance 
from  the  records  may  be  given. 

*  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  John  Wood,  from  Whito  Haven,  England,  was  ordained  in 
this  church  by  lU.  Rev.  Samuel  Seabury — first  as  deacon,  and  two  days  later  as  priest., 
lie  was  appointed  to  labor  in  Hampton,  Ya. 


8T0BY    OF    NORWICH, 

"  At  a  logs!  meoUng  of  the  Episcopal  Furisli  of  Cliriil'v  Cliurch,  io  Narvicb,  on 
Wfrdnexlvf,  W(b.  19,  ITM,  Thomu  Mumfon],  Hodomtor, 

"  Voted,  that  thta  mcoling,  lafclng  Into  coiiHitIc ration  tlmt  ttiB  Preabytorina  charch 
la  ihia  pUa>,  of  wlii^^h  tlie  Rur.  Wallor  King  a  Piulor,  ara  ilctiiiulc  oC  a  convunictK 
pluu  in  wliich  to  Kllond  public  woraliip,  their  mcvling-liousu  liaving  U»vn  laid]'  Uo- 
■trojcd  by  Ore,  do  consent  to  occommodBle  said  Frcibylerinn  lodclj'  until  Enilar 
Monday,  ITUS,  u  follows  ;  tbo  Rev'  John  Tyler,  out  present  paKor.  to  pcribmi  dirino 
aervieo  ono  half  the  day  on  each  Sulibotb,  and  the  Itev.  Walter  King,  paator  of  Hid 
Frsabyterian  coagreeation,  to  perform  divine  Benrice  the  other  lialT  of  «aid  Sahbatll, 
alternately  performing  on  tlio  flrsl  part  of  Ilie  day." 

For  this  kind  and  considerntc  imurteay,  the  obliged  party  paas»jd  a  vole 
of  acknowledgment  and  thanks,  wliii;h  was  inserted  upon  the  records  of 
both  societies.  The  offer  vrm  accepted,  and  thia  amicable  arrangement 
lasted  for  three  monlha. 

Mr.  Tyler  died  Jan.  20,  1823,  in  the  Slst  year  of  his  age,  after  a  pas- 
torate of  54  yeara.  Ho  was  An  inlercdting  preachci';  his  voice  sweeL  and 
Bolemn,  and  liia  eloquencu  persuasive.  Tlie  benevolence  of  his  heart  woa 
manifested  in  doily  acts  of  cuurleay  and  cliarily  to  tliose  around  Iiiin.  He 
studied  medicine  in  order  to  benefit  the  |>oor,  and  to  find  out  remedies  for 
Bonie  of  those  peculiar  diseases  to  which  no  common  speciJics  seemed  [0, 
apply.  His  pills,  ointments,  extnicls  and  syrups  oblainetl  a  great  local 
celebrity.  During  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  lio  nus  so  inllnn  an  to  need 
Bsaistance  in  the  pcrfurmnncc  of  liis  functions. 

Bov.  Peter  J.  Clark  served  as  his  as^i^lnnt  for  two  or  ihroo  years,  mid 
WM  luccoodcd  by  the  R«v.  Seth  It.  I'addock,  who,  on  Iho  dmilh  oT  Ibo 
Tenerable  inoumbont,  became  rector  of  ttiu  ehurcli.  Tlio  iigu  and  long 
infirmity  of  Dr.  Tyler  had  operated  against  the  growth  and  efliciency  of 
th«  pariah,  and  when  Mr.  Paddock's  pastorate  commenced,  tim  congrega- 
tion waa  small,  and  tbe  aacred  ediBce  itself  in  a  decaying  slate.  During 
hii  rectorship  a  new  church  waa  built  and  the  inlluunco  of  Uie  society 
largely  increased. 

In  his  farewell  sermon,  Mr.  Paddock  says : 

"  Within  tbe  twenty-two  and  a  half  years  of  my  niini«try  tbein  bare  been  connected 
with  the  pariih  380  families.  Of  these  I  inund  in  It  loss  than  40.  Mora  than  150  now 
noMun,  and  oboat  190  have  becoma  extinct  or  removed  to  other  parts." 

Mr.  Paddock  resigned  the  pastorate  in  1644,  and  took  charge  of  an 
Academy  in  Cheshire,  Ct.,  at  which  place  he  died  in  1651.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  integrity  and  piety;  amiable  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

Rectors  of  Christ  Church  since  Mr.  Paddock: 

Bev.  William  V.  Morgim ;  in  ofTico  twelve  years  and  a  half,  from  Sep- 
Member,  1841,  to  March,  1857.  He  then  accepted  a  call  to  St.  Tliomoa' 
Chunjh,  New  York. 

Tbe  parish  at  that  time  reported  206  families  i  210  communicants. 


Ja^  7Z/^ 
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Rev.  J.  Treadwcll  "Walden ;  in  office  six  years.  He  resigned  in  March| 
1863,  in  order  to  take  charge  of  SL  Clement's  Cliurch,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  David  F.  Banks,  the  present  pastor. 

Two  churches,  both  costly  and  imposing  edifices,  were  erected  by  this 
society  within  the  compass  of  twenty  years — from  1828  to  1848.  The 
first  was  during  the  rectorship  of  Mr.  Paddock.  It  stands  on  a  lot  extend- 
ing from  Llain  to  Church  street,  a  few  rods  west  of  the  former  church.* 
The  whole  cost,  including  organ  and  furniture,  was  about  $13,000.  It 
was  consecrated  by  the  diocesan  Bishop,  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Brownell,  July 
29,  1829.  This  lias  since  changed  its  designation,  and  is  now  Trinity 
Church. 

In  184G,  during  Ihc  recJoi*ship  of  Mr.  Morgan,  the  society  decided  to 
resume  for  church  service,  the  old  Bushnell  site  on  Washington  street, 
from  which  (he  church  was  removed  sixty  years  previous,  and  which  had 
since  been  used  as  a  cemetery.  On  this  spot,  over  the  ashes  of  the  dead, 
another  church  edifice,  of  an  antique  style  of  architecture,  was  erected  at 
a  cost  of  nearly  $50,000.  A  tower  separate  from  the  church  formed  a 
part  of  the  original  plan,  but  this  has  never  been  builL 

The  corner-stone  was  laid  by  Bishop  Lee,  of  Delaware,  Aug.  31, 1846, 
and  (he  church  consecrated  in  1848. 

When  the  society  removed  to  this  new  edifice,  they  carried  their  desig- 
nation, Christ  Church,  with  them,  and  the  house  they  left  was  for  a  short 
time  closed.  It  was  soon,  however,  re-opened  as  a  chapel,  or  dependent 
upon  Christ  ChiiiTh,  hut  this  ari*angcincnt  was  of  siiort  duration.  In 
1850,  a  new  and  indci)endent  parish  was  organized,  the  edifice  purchased, 
and  a  second  Episcopal  church  inaugurated,  with  the  title  of  Trinity 
Church. 

Rectors:  Rev.  Edward  O.  Flagg,  from  May,  1849,  to  1853. 

Rev.  Benjamin  11.  Paddock,  (a  native  of  the  town,  and  son  of  a  former 
rector  of  Christ  Church,)  from  August,  1853,  to  1860. 

Rev.  John  V.  Lewis,  from  1860  to  August,  1865,  when  he  accepted  a 
call  to  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  Tyler  is  the  only  rector  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Norwich  who 
has  dird  while  in  oflice. 

Afler  the  removal  of  the  old  church  edifice  from  the  Bushnell  lot  in 
1700,  the  site  being  wholly  appropriated  to  interments,  soon  became 
seeded  with  the  dead.  Here  the  fathers  that  had  founded  the  church 
were  laid  in  their  last  resting-places.     Here  were  gathered  the  remains 

*  Tlio  old  cdifico  was  taken  down  nnd  sold  to  an  Episcopal  association  in  Salem, 
Ct.,  to  which  pUcc  it  wos  removed  and  reconstructed  about  1830.  Services  were  held 
in  it  for  n  few  years  by  Episcopalians  and  Methodists,  bat  the  congregation  declined, 
and  it  was  subsequently  purchased  by  the  town.  The  spire,  tower  and  pews  were 
removed  ;  the  building  was  appropriated  to  civil  affairs,  and  is  still  extant  as  the  town- 
house  on  Salem  Green. 
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Rev.  JohD  Tyler  and  his  wife,  Mi-s.  Hannah  T^lcr,  and  of  Sirs.  Ilaii- 
ili  Pundcrson,  rc]ict  of  the  lii'sl  minislcr.     Hero  were  buried  Iluiiiijub 
uuhncll  ami  wife ;  Thomas  Grist  ut  tlio  ago  of  82 ;  Pliincns  Ilolden,  70,    ' 
id  Ilia  wile  Zerviali,  SS ;  the  second  Ca|)t.  Riclmrd  Kiishiiell,  7J ;  Iiti 
lict  Pruduncfl,  76,  and  his  inniilen  daughter  Ilunmih,  87. 

Others  brouglU  licre  nL  a  later  date,  exlioct  under  a  burden  of  years, 
ere  Bnrzillal  Duvi»on,  dying  in  1828,  aged  90;  Solomon  Huuiilloo, 
'98.  agod  87  i  Sarah,  relict  of  Samuel  Brown,  1795,  in  her  C5lli  ye«r»  j 
emuel  Warren,  "Clerk  of  Christ  Chureh,"  1612,  aged  79,  and  near  1 
s  wife  and  three  maiden  daughters. 

As  |>cr»on3  of  some  nolo  resting  in  this  cemetery,  we  may  notice  llie   , 
ro  Mulbones,  Capt.  Evan  and  Ciipl.  Salomon,  merchants  who  removed  1 

Norwich  from  Newport  during  the  Revolutionary  war ;  the  fornter  died  I 

1781,  ngeil  73,  and  the  latter  in  1787,  aged  7G.     The  relict  of  Kvan 
^tbone,  and  his  only  dauglilcr,  with  her  im^band,  Capt.  Samuel  Johnson,   I 
sposo  with  them. 

The  earliest  dale  found  is  1757,  wliieh  appears  on  the  stones  commcm-  ] 
-ative  of  CapL  John  Culver,  aged  GO,  and  Thomas  Grisle,  25. 

Other  names  inscribed  here,  of  persons  respectable  as  citizens  and  Leads 
'  families,  were  these : 

AlberCds  Biraat  DcitonchM,  Knnlivo  of  Bordeani,  dL'd  Ucc.  IT,  I79C,  aged  59. 

Benllcy  Faulkner,  died  in  1776,  ii|;ci1  42. 

Capt.  Allen  Ingralinm,  died  in  t7SS,  aged  4S. 

CapL  Williain  Wallln,  dial  in  1787,  aged  48. 

Capt.  Bolamon  Whi|iplo,  died  in  1TB7,  ii|,i'd  4S. 

Muttliow  l^ningwull,  UicJ  in  179T,  aK«'l  03. 

Bobort  LancMior,  died  la  1770,  a|[od  76. 
Capt.  William  Davlion,  died  in  1803,  oecil  40. 
Docur  Nathan  Hidalo,  died  in  1830,  nged  38. 

When  the  netr  cimrch  was  built  on  the  old  site,  Iha  stones  but  not  tho 
relics  of  the  dead  were  removed ;  the  edifice  was  erected  over  the  sacred 
repodlory.  Tho  graves  of  llio  Rev.  Mr.  Tyler  and  his  wife  were  just 
under  the  altar.'  Tho  monumental  stone  of  the  former  boa  this  iiucrip- 
tion: 

Bore  li«  interred 

Tho  enitliiy  remains  of 

The  Itov,  John  Tyler, 

For  S4  years  licclor  of  Christ'i 

Cburcli  in  ihia  City.    Having 

bilhrull]'  rultilled  hia  mintalry. 

He  wos  randy  to  bo  disiolrid 

and  ID  bo  with  Cbriat. 

Bis  ioul  took  ItB  fli|rht 

from  tlii»  VaU  of  Misery 

Jan'y  20,  \B23,  in  tlio  Slit 

year  ot  hia  ago. 
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Col.  Samael  Tjlcr,  in  business  at  the  Landing  for  more  than  sixty 
years,  as  a  druggist,  was  the  only  son  of  Rector  Tyler  that  lived  to  ma- 
turity.   He  died  SepL  20,  1854. 

CHURCHES   RRCAPITULATED. 

1st.  Built  in  1749,  on  tlie  Bushnell  lot,  at  the  base  of  Waweekus  HilV 
(now  Wnsliington  street.) 

2d.  Reconstructed  on  the  Holdcn  lot, ''  opposite  the  house  of  Capt  Ste- 
phen Colver,"  Main  street  Tlio  frame  and  other  materials  of  the  former 
church  were  removed  and  used  in  the  buikling,  which  was  therefore  both 
new  and  old.  It  wtis  relinquished  in  1829,  taken  down  and  removed. 
The  Main  street  Congregational  church  was  built  on  the  site  in  1844,  but 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1854.  A  free  church  has  since  been  erected  by  the 
Methodists  on  the  same  ground,  making  three  successive  churches,  of 
three  different  denominations,  on  the  spot. 

dd.  Built  of  stone,  in  1828,  on  a  lot  extending  from  Main  to  Church 
street;  relinquished  to  Trinity  Church  in  1850. 

4th.  Built  of  stone,  in  1847,  on  the  old  Bushnell  site,  where  the  first 
church  stood. 


Ilalf-century  ministers,  settled  fi^y  years  or  more  over  one  congrega- 
tion within  the  original  bounds  of  Norwich : 

James  Fitch,  56  years. 

Benjamin  Lord,  D.  D.,    67      " 

Joseph  Strong,  D.  D,     50     «  r,„„,,„o»;nnal 

Andrew  Lee,  D.  D.,       64     «       Congregational 

Levi  Nelson,  51      " 

Jftbez  Wight,  56     " 

John  Tyler,  54     "  Episcopalian. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

t 

SiXTn,  OR  Chblsba  Socibtt;  now  tub  Sboond. 

Thb  Sixth  Society  was  organized  Nov.  29, 1751 :  Capt  Jabez  Dean, 
moderator  of  the  meeting. 

Daniel  Kingsbuiy  was  chosen  Society  Clerk. 

Capt.  Dean,  Eleazar  Waterman,  and  Natlianiel  Backus,  Society  and 
School  Committee. 

Prosper  Wetmore  chosen  Collector,  but  excused,  and  Ebcnezer  Fitch 
substituted. 

Capt.  Dean  was  commissioned  to  procure  a  minister,  and  directed  to 
apply  first  to  Mr.  Elijah  Lathrop  of  Windham.  A  regular  service  was 
not,  however,  commenced  until  April,  1752,  when  Mr.  John  Curtice  was 
the  officiating  clergyman.  He  remained  with  the  society  to  the  close  of 
the  year,  boarding  at  Mr.  John  Elderkin's  tavern,  and  receiving  for  pay 
what  was  collected  by  voluntary  contributions.  The  service  was  held  in 
private  houses,  and  the  people  were  culled  together  by  tlio  tap  of  tho 
drum. 

Kurly  in  1755,  Mr.  Kbenezer  Cleveland  was  engaged  to  preach  fur  n 
year,  and  paid  by  monthly  contributions.  The  same  year  a  funeral  pall, 
bier  and  burying-ground  were  purchased.  The  latter  was  a  well-wooded 
lot,  comprising  an  acre  and  a  half,  and  tlie  wood  cut  from  it  paid  the  whole 
expense.  The  purcliasc  was  made  of  Jonatlian  liushnell,  May  24,  1755, 
It  has  since  been  enlarged,  and  is  still  used  as  the  society  burial-ground. 
Though  now  girdled  witli  the  habiUitions  of  the  living,  it  is  a  place  of 
unusual  hiterest,  beautified  with  many  appropriate  monuments,  hallowed 
by  the  remains  of  the  good,  the  beautiful,  and  the  beloved,  and  from  the 
elevation  of  its  site,  overlooking  in  calm  repose  the  turmoil  of  the  city. 

In  March,  175G,  it  was  proposed  to  engage  Mr.  John  Fuller  to  preach 
the  gospel,  "if  he  may  be  had;"  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  Mr.  Fuller 
or  any  other  minister  was  obtained,  or  that  for  three  or  four  years  after^ 
wards  they  had  any  regular  Sabbath  service. 

Juno  30,  1759.  "  At  a  society  meeting  it  was  voted  to  give  Rev.  Natlmniel  Wiiita- 
ker  a  cull  to  settle  in  the  work  of  the  gospel  ministry,  provided  ho  shall  be  regularly 
dismissed  from  liis  present  charge,  and  provided  ho  and  those  who  shall  fuim  them- 
selves into  a  clmrch  shall  agree  in  matters  of  faith  and  practice." 
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Mr.  Whitaker  decided  to  accept  this  call.  The  salary  was  fixed  at 
£100  per  annum,  with  the  pledge  of  a  settlement  of  £100,  when  the  gen- 
eral list  of  the  society  (exclusive  of  the  lists  of  churchmen  and  those 
excused  by  law  from  paying  ministerial  rates)  should  amount  to  £6,000. 
These  voles  were  ratified  nnd  confirmed  on  the  last  day  of  the  year.  Mr. 
Whitaker  arrived  with  his  family  and  goods,  by  water,  April  12,  1760. 
A  room  for  preaching  had  been  prepared  in  the  tavern  kept  by  Samuel 
Trapp,  (af>cnvanls  the  well-known  residence  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Coit,) 
and  a  bell  to  take  the  place  of  the  Sabbath  drum  was  suspended  in  the 
rear  of  the  house,  from  a  soifTolding  erected  upon  a  rock.* 

In  organizing  the  church,  some  difllculties  occurred.  As  a  natural  con- 
sequence of  his  antecedent  connections,  Mr.  Whitaker  was  attached  to  the 
Prcsbytrrinn  polity,  and  urged  iU  adoption  as  the  platform  of  the  church. 
Tlie  arliclcs  drawn  up  by  him  were  thoroughly  Presbyterian,  agreeing 
with  those  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  though  several  of  the  society  vig- 
orously contended  for  the  Congregational  form. 

The  church  record,  which  begins  with  that  day,  says : 

Aflcr  many  cnrlcavonrs  tho  church  was  f^atlicrcd  nnd  formed  by  signing  a  Covenant 
snd  nrtirlc5i  of  fnith  under  ttio  direction  of  tlio  Ucv.  Messrs.  JahoK  Wight  and  Benjamin 
Throop  on  tlio  24tli  dny  of  July,  17G0.    These  signed : 

Nathnniol  Whitaker,  Isaiah  Tiffany, 

Nathaniel  Backus,  Nathaniel  Shipman, 

John  Tortor,  Scth  Alden.f 

Messrs.  Backus  and  Shipman  recorded  their  dissent  from  some  of  the 
articles,  and  it  was  mutually  agreed  to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  the 
decision  of  the  installing  council.  This  council,  composed  of  ministers 
and  delegates  from  eight  neighboring  churches,  met  the  day  previous  to 
the  installation  and  recommended  that  the  Presbyterian  plan  should  bo 
laid  aside,  and  no  human  form  adopted  at  present,  but  that  they  should 
take  the  word  of  God  for  their  nde  and  directory,  in  discipline  and  man- 
ncr<,  as  well  as  faith,  and  not  use  any  platforms  of  human  composition  for 
their  assistance  in  understanding  the  word,  until  God  should  give  them 
light  in  a  more  explicit  manner.     To  this  decision  the  church  assented. 

Mr.  AVhitakcr  was  installed  Feb.  25,  1761.  Dr.  Lord  of  the  First 
Society  preached  the  sermon.     Mr.  Wheelock  of  Lebanon,  Mr.  Throop 


♦  Items  of  the  Society  expenditure : 

Jan.  1671.  To  pay  the  freight  of  Mr.  Whitaker's  family  and  goods  from  ye  Jersics 
to  this  place  in  April  last,  XI 2. 

To  Capt.  Trap  for  ye  use  of  his  house  9  months  to  hold  public  worship  in,  £4 :  10, 
and  20a.  for  hanging  and  rin^^ing  tho  bell. 

Capt.  Trapp  was  aftcnrards  paid  for  his  house  £6  per  year. 

t  Tinfany  was  from  the  liebanon  church ;  Porter  from  tho  church  in  Biansfleld ; 
Dackus  and  Shipman  from  tho  first  and  Aldon  from  tho  fourth  church  in  Norwich. 
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of  ttic  Fourth  or  New  Concord  §ocicly,  noil  Air.  Ilczekitili  Lord  of  Pros- 
Ion,  look  part  in  llic  eorviccs.  At  this  time  aix  other  persona,  previously 
members  of  neighboring  cliurdiea,  united  wiili  llic  chureli,  eiijniiig  lliu 
BTliclca  in  presence  or  tlm  imtalling  council. 


Jtmnlhnn  HunlingloD 

Wltliun  Capron, 
Caleb  Wliitnoy, 


JiiliCE  Dcon, 
KIcuzur  Walcrmi 


No  church  at  tliia  period  had  been  huitt,  nnd  tlie  inslallnLion  servicos 
were  held  under  the  wide  canopy  of  hcnvcn.  I-'rom  n  noliec  in  Ihe  printed 
sermon  of  Dr.  Lord,  we  learn  that  some  passages  were  omitted  in  Ihc 
delivery,  out  of  compassion  to  the  audience  thas  exposed  (o  the  winii^ 
air  "ill  lAe  open  Jicld."  It  would  be  interesting  lo  know  tlic  prciiise  gnlli- 
ering'placc. 

Tiie  reverend  leacher  mildly  alludes  to  the  controversy  thiit  Imil  so  long 
ngilnled  Ihe  [icople,  by  expressing  a.  wish  that  "  Christ':!  little  (luck,  his 
people  in  this  phtte,"  would  henceforth  "agree  to  keep  logelJicr  in  one 
Fold,  without  any  more  discord,  or  divided  inlcreals." 

The  first  nppoinlmcnt  of  church  olficers  on  rcconi,  id  Dec.  80,  17G3, 
when  four  elders  were  cho^^en  lo  oflice,  viK.,  Messrs.  Jahez  Dean,  Nullion- 
iel  Shipmnn,  Isaiah  Tiffany,  and  Jonathan  Huntington. 

The  suhject  of  erecting  a.  house  of  worship  was  discussed  at  a  society 
meeting  held  at  the  house  of  William  Davison  in  June,  1757,  Lul  no 
dseltion  wu  nuute  tfil  Jan.  4,  I7li0,  viwn  two^hfrtb  of  itit  iranona  quati* 
fled  to  vote  in  the  society  were  present,  and  the  resolution  passed  lo  build 
a  mttting-hotua. 

A  lot  eligibly  situated  was  found,  the  county  court  gnvo  their  warnmtjr 
to  set  up  a  stake  on  the  spot,  a  building  committee  was  appointed,  and  n 
plan  of  the  house  formed.  It  was  to  have  sixty  jicws,  which  wero  to  bo 
Bold  at  B  prieo  ttiat  would  cover  the  whole  expense  of  the  building. 

But  at  this  stage  of  tho  proceeding  it  was  found  that  the  lot  was  too 
small  for  the  purpose,  and  the  committee  gave  notice  that  tlie  at^ining 
proprietors,  Samuel  Bliss  and  Daniel  Tracy,  tootUd  not  tell  an  inch,  "nio 
project  therefore,  which  seemed  so  feasible,  fell  through.  The  court 
ordered  the  stake  to  be  removed,  and  Chelsea  was  led  three  and  a  half 
years  longer  without  a  regular  house  of  worship. 

It  was  not  easy  to  find  a  convenient  site.  The  streets  and  buildings 
were  closely  packed  along  the  narrow  border  of  the  headland,  and  lh« 
high  ridgea  that  frowned  over  them  were  partly  forested,  and  everywhere 
rugged  and  precipitous.  The  perpendicular  ascents  hod  not  yet  been 
taught  lo  glide  into  gentle  slopes;  people  had  not  begun  to  build  above, 
and  land  below  was  scarce  and  costly. 

In  1763,  a  lot  was  purchased  of  Isaac  Huntington  at  70i.  per  square 
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rod,  and  a  meeting-house  37  feet  by  41  erected  on  the  spot  A  memorial 
was  presented  to  the  General  Assembly  for  assistance  in  the  undertaking, 
and  a  sum  of  money  (the  income  of  the  excise  tax)  was  granted  to  tho 
society  from  tlie  public  treasury.  It  appears  that  CapL  Trapp  was  paid 
for  the  use  of  his  house  to  the  12th  of  July,  1764,  and  it  is  probable  that 
after  that  time  the  meeting-house,  though  then  but  a  shell,  was  used  for 
the  Sabbath  service.  The  bell  was  removed  from  its  old  position  on  the 
rock,  and  suspended  from  the  limb  of  a  large  tree  near  the  door.  This 
diurch  stood  on  a  part  of  the  area  now  occupied  by  Mansfield's  block  of 
brick  buildings.  It  was  completed  in  17GG,  and  thirty-three  pews  marked 
out,  besides  one  at  the  right  of  the  pulpit  for  the  minister.  The  basement 
was  let  out  for  mercantile  purposes.  The  first  year,  seventeen  spaces  for 
pews  were  sold,  each  pew  being  expected  to  accommodate  two  families, 
which  could  easily  be  done,  as  most  of  the  young  people,  above  the  age  of 
children,  were  accustomed  to  sit  in  the  galleries. 

It  may  be  interesting  at  the  present  day  to  read  a  list  of  the  pew-hold- 
ers, particularly  to  see  who  were  associated  in  the  same  pew. 

No.  1.    Tito  Mitiiiitor  and  hin  fiimily. 

2.  Sotli  Ilnnlini^  and  Willinm  Rockwell. 

3.  Syhilo  Crocker  and  Jonntlinn  TjCRtcr. 

7.  Thomas  Trapp,  Jr.,  and  Stephen  Barker. 

9.  Jabcz  Dean  and  Elijah  Lothrop. 

10.  John  Tracy  and  Peter  Lanman. 

11.  Joseph  Trumbull  and  Jabcs  Perkins. 

12.  Kphraim  Bill  and  Hugh  Ledlie. 

13.  Ebcncxcr  Fillmore,  Jr.,  and  Timothy  Herrick. 

14.  William  Coit  and  Simeon  Carew. 

18.  Nathaniel  Backus  and  Nathaniel  Backas,  Jr. 

19.  Abel  Brewster  and  John  Martin. 
21.    David  Lamb  and  Moses  Pierce. 

23.  Bcnnjah  Lcflingwell  and  Ezra  Bnckas. 

2.'>.  Benjamin  Huntington  and  Nathaniel  Shipman. 

26.  Joseph  Smith  and  Isaac  Park. 

27.  Stephen  Roath  and  Stephen  Roath,  Jr. 

The  omitted  numbers  were  allotted  to  the  space  which  remained  unsold, 
until  Mr.  Judsun's  ordination. 

In  the  mennliinc,  before  the  completion  of  the  meeting-house,  a  portion 
of  Mr.  Whitakcr's  church  became  dissatisfied  with  his  ministry.  They 
accused  him  of  stepping  aside  from  his  duty  as  a  clergyman,  to  engage  in 
trade,  and  in  this  line,  of  having  attempted  to  monopolize  the  vending  of 
wine,  raisins,  &c.,  in  the  society.  A  council  was  called,  before  which 
these  charges  were  laid,  but  no  decision  obtained.  While  the  matter  was 
still  agitntcd,  (he  Connecticut  Board  of  Correspondence  for  Indian  Affairs 
nominated  Mr.  Whitaker  to  accompany  Occom,  the  Mohegan  preacheri  on 
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a  miasion  to  Europe,  to  solicit  benefaclioiw  for  tlio  unOowmcnt  of  "iroor's 
Indian  Cliority  School "  at  Lclianon,  wliicli  won  uiulcr  lliu  duirgo  of  the 
Bev.  Mr.  Whectock. 

Wlien  this  project  was  litiil  U-furc  tlic  HOcioty,  tlicy  rcruot-'d  llioir  con- 
sent to  Mr.  Wliilnkci-'d  acccplanca  of  llie  odlcu.  Anotliei-  mKcliiig  woa 
csUed,  and  (lie  volo  reconsidereil,  but  wiili  itiu  same  rciiult.  It  is  eviJcnt 
that  while  a  few  membuN  wure  bent  on  cami>uli)ng  him  to  relinijuish  tlie 
paslorate,"  [he  mfljorily  were  wncercly  altacbed  to  bis  minulrntioiiB,  und 
unwilling  to  part  with  liim.  Two  advisory  councils  were  callcil,  and  it 
was  at  Icnglb  proposed  lliat  Mr.  ^Vldbtker  slioiitd  be  ullowol  lo  accept  (be 
iigency  wllhout  dissolving  his  relation  to  the  ehui-uh,  but  that  he  shoultl 
reiinquUb  his  salary  diirtiig  bis  absence  ;  his  people  lo  have  ibc  privilege 
of  settling  another  minister  before  bis  rclum,  if  they  chose;  and  if  sucli 
an  event  took  pliice,  he  was  to  be  considered  as  dismissed.  If  he  sliould 
return  before  the  settlement  of  another  minister,  a  council  was  to  be  con- 
vened to  deddc  whether  be  should  continue  with  them  ur  Im  dismissed. 
This  concitialory  proposition,  which  emanated  from  Dr.  I^ord  of  the  t'int 
Society,  was  accepted. 

Jan.  9,  1706.  The  psniiw  present  at  puliliahlng  Ihli  ndvico  rnanlfnlod  tlioir  Mcopl- 
ano)  thoreof.  and  furtlior  sijfuilivd  it  lij'  signinj;,  u  rullowi : 


NiiihiuiiDl  Wliilnkur, 
JoilioB  Prior, 
Ourdon  llantinglon, 
I]  00  vail  I^IDnjjivcll, 
JoMph  Smitli, 
HatliaPLol  Backui, 
ElMiar  WaunnaD, 
Jtbti  Deui, 


Thomu  Trflpp,  Jr. 
Aliicl  Clicuojr, 
L«mui.'l  Wiktran, 
l'r<»jNir  WoliiioiVi 
Ovoreo  Dannit, 
Willium  Coit, 
EboncicT  Vitcb, 
Jowpti  Trumball, 


Hatha niol  Sliipmnn, 
GonLDia  Rrcvil, 
Uunjaruin  llwuili, 
NuilianluJ  llnckiu,  Jr. 
JoDotltan  llHnliiigioiii 
CJdub  Whitney, 
Potur  Lwimoa. 


J 


Mr.  'Whitakcr  was  a  raon  of  fine  Inlenla  and  prepossessing  nppcaranco. 
He  had  manifested  great  interest  in  tlio  prosperity  of  Mr.  Wlieclock's 
Indian  school  at  Ijebanon,  and  in  the  welfare  of  Iho  Mohcgnn  Indians,  liis 
neighbors.  On  these  accounts  ho  biul  been  selei-tcd  as  a  proper  jHjrsoii  to 
accompany  Mr.  Oecom  on  his  mission. 

They  carried  with  them  a  printed  book  containing  recommendations, 
and  on  expo»tion  of  the  stale  of  Indian  Missions  in  Nortli  America.  Mr. 
Wbitaker's  recommendation  from  his  church  is  as  follows ; 

Tbs  Church  of  Christ  at  ChGlaoy,  iu  Norwich,  in  Conn :  in  New  Gnj;lani],  lo  ell  the 

Cbarchea  of  Christ,  snd  whomsooTer  It  may  concern,  send  greeting : 

Wheroas  it  hai  pleased  God  in  his  I'rOTidcTice,  to  uiU  our  Itererond  and  worthy 

pMtor,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Wbitnker,  Trom  iis  fur  a  season,  lo  go  to  Europe,  to  eolidt  cbii* 

Itiet  tot  the  Indian  Cliarit;  School,  under  the  can  of  the  Itov.  Mr.  Ebonozor  Wheelock, 


■  The  fix  oggriofed  memhorg  vera  Nathaniel  Baclcua,  Ben.  uod  Jan. 
FnMper  Weiinore,  Peter  Laamon,  and  Williant  Coit. 
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of  Lebanon,  and  to  promote  Christian  knowledge  among  the  Indiana  on  this  conti- 
nent: 

We  do  nijanimonslj  recommend  him,  the  said  Mr.  Whitaker  and  his  serrices,  to  all 
the  churches  and  people  of  God,  of  whaterer  denomination,  and  wheresoerer  he  may 
come,  as  a  faithful  minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  whose  praise  is  in  the  gospel  through  the 
churches ;  earnestly  requesting  brotherly  kindness  and  charity  may  be  extended  towards 
him  as  occasion  may  require ;  and  that  the  grand  and  important  canse  in  which  he  is 
engaged,  may  be  forwarded  and  promoted  by  all  the  lorers  of  truth. 

Wishing  grace,  mercy  and  truth  may  be  multiplied  to  you  and  the  whole  Israel  of 
Qod,  and  desiring  an  interest  in  your  prayers,  we  subscribe 
Tours  in  the  faith  and  fellowship  of  the  gospel. 

By  order  and  in  behalf )  Jokathan  HuMTiHOTOir. 

said  Church.         i  Isaiah  Tiffakt. 

NoBWicn,  Oct.  21, 1766. 

Tho  delegates  were  cminentlj  successful  in  their  mission,  both  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  and  collected  funds  amounting  nearly  to  ten  thousand 
pounds  sterling.* 

Some  disagreement  arose  between  Mr.  Whitaker  and  his  Indian  asso- 
dato  before  they  left  England,  and  the  latter  in  his  confidential  correspond- 
ence threw  out  hints  that  were  calculated  to  excite  suspicions  of  Mr. 
Whitnkcr's  integrity.  This  distiiist  was,  undoubtedly,  without  cause,  orig- 
inating probably  in  misapprehension,  or  disagreement  of  opinion.  The 
most  inflexible  of  Mr.  Whitaker's  opponents  at  Chelsea  never  questioned 
his  integrity,  and  the  majority  of  his  congregation  adhered  to  him  with 
strong  and  unwavering  trust. 

During  Mr.  Whi  taker's  absence,  liis  pulpit  appears  to  have  been  most 
of  the  time  vacant.  Mr.  Wales  was  at  one  time  paid  £9  for  preaching, 
and  Mr.  Tlmtclier  £18.  No  other  supplies  are  recorded.  The  mission 
to  Europe  occupied  about  a  year  and  a  half.     Mr.  Whitaker's  salary  was 

*  A  Bible  presented  to  Occom,  while  in  England,  according  to  tradition,  hy  tha  king, 
is  in  tlic  possession  of  Mrs.  G.  B.  Ripley  of  Norwich. 

The  following  letter,  written  by  Occom  from  London  to  his  daughten  at  home,  is  a 
curious  example  of  Mohcgan  ingenuity : 

My  dear  Mary  and  Esther — 
Perhaps  you  may  query  whether  I  am  well :  I  came  from  home  well,  was  by  the 
way  well,  got  over  well,  nni  received  at  London  well,  and  am  treated  extremely  well, — 
yea,  I  am  carcss'd  too  well.  And  do  you  pray  that  I  may  be  well ;  and  that  I  may  do 
well,  and  in  Time  return  Home  well.  And  I  hope  you  are  well,  and  wish  you  well, 
and  as  I  think  you  begun  well,  so  keep  on  well,  that  you  may  end  well,  and  then  all 
will  be  well. 

And  so  Farewell. 
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fill  June  2,  17G8,  whidi  was  doubclcsa  itie  ilny  of  liia  return  to 
Norwicli  un<1  rcsumjitiou  of  his  piLsloral  duLicti.  A  soi'icty  meeting  wna 
beld  to  detennino  if  lliey  would  call  a  council  of  Jismission,  as  agreed 
upon  before  his  dcpnrlurc,  nnd  [lie  nmjorily  decided  in  lliu  negnlivc. 
Very  soon,  however,  the  old  grievaneoa  rccuiTed,  and  at  a.  society  meet- 
ing Jao  3,  X769,  ii  was  put  to  vote — 

"  Whelber  ja  lociet;  will  agree  wilh  Rev.  HMh'l  Wliitalcer  D.  D.  und  je  iggrierod 
mamben  of  the  Sodetjr,  in  cslling  je  Coaocil  agreed  upon  Nov.  e,  1TG9,  to  caavene 
at  thia  place  ou  yo  S4lIi  iost. 

"  B«solvcd  in  yo  nfflmuiiive." 

Before  this  council  the  church  laid  tlic  charges  brought  by  Mr.  Whita- 
kor  against  ihe  six  aggrieved  members,  and  (he  council,  ahtr  considering 
b]I  the  matters  of  complaint  and  difficulty,  advised  dismission.  This  result 
Mr,  Whitaker  laid  before  the  church  and  society  respectively,  and  after 
enumerating  the  embarrassments  that  Uireatencd  his  future  iiscfiilaess, 
requested  to  bo  released  from  his  pastoral  office.  Both  n^scmblies  were 
reluctant,  and  voted  against  his  dismission, — the  ehurcli  unanimously,  nntl 
the  aocicty  28  against  3.  It  was  agreed,  however,  at  Mr.  Whtlakcr's 
rc(]u0Bt,  that  another  council  ehoulil  be  called,  with  the  express  undor- 
standing  that  all  parties  would  yield  to  its  decision.  This  council  also 
advised  dismission,  and  acconlingly  the  same  day  Sir.  Whitaker  was  dis- 
missed,  the  church  recording  their  unwilling  consent  in  these  terms : 

Karch  14,  ITM.  "  Voted  (lint  the  Chh.  hava  dmy*  bmn  and  itlll  kto  averw  to  a 
dbnlailOB  of  Re*.  Dr.  Wliltaker,  at  ttiey  do  aot  aeo  may  auntdunt  rcuon  fur  It,  and 
Mrnestly  dealte  Ui  centinnanca  and  bj  no  meana  dciira  to  bo  undcrtiood  lo  liave  tlii 
least  bond  la  Id*  temoval,  jet  tbaj  content  lo  tlie  lame  and  will  lutiniil  to  lite  rciult  of 
OonncU." 

Mr.  Whitaker  was  no  common-place  character.  lie  had  great  quick- 
ness and  force  of  mind.  The  ardor  of  his  temperament  and  his  ceaseless 
activity  may  sometimes  have  drawn  him  aside  from  his  ministerial  func- 
tions, or  led  him  lo  take  a  position  slightly  antagonistic  and  controversial, 
but  be  had  noble  traits  of  character.  Ilis  name  is  honorably  connected 
with  the  foundation  of  Dartmouth  College,  and  the  degree  of  D.  D.  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  the  college  in  New  Jersey  shows  that  hij  ability  and 
enterprise  were  appreciated  by  his  cotemporaries. 

He  was  subsequently  installed  at  Salem,  Mass.,  and  at  Norridgewock, 
Me. ;  being  dismissed  from  the  latter  place  in  1790,  he  went  to  Vir^uia, 
and  there  died.* 

*  Ur.  Wbitakor  brought  irith  him  to  Norwich  his  wife,  Sarab,  and  two  joungdiild- 
reo,  Jamu  and  Kliiatioth.  lie  bad  two  dangbtera  bora  in  the  pbtco:  Surab,  March 
SI,  1761,  and  Mary,  Mard)  37, 1764. 
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Mr.  Whitaker's  publications  amount  to  some  eight  or  ten  pamphlets, 
consisting  of  occasional  sermons  and  tracts  on  passing  events  of  a  theo- 
logical type.    Perhaps  the  earliest  of  these  publications  is 

"  Tub  Trial  of  thb  Spirits  : 

A  Sermon  on  1  John  ir.  1.  Preached  at  Newent,  in  Norwich,  March  17, 17<^2 ;  and 
published  at  the  Desire  of  those  who  heard  it"  (Printed  in  Proridence :  Bj  William 
Qoddard.) 

Tliis  was  directed  against  the  Ifew  Lights^  whose  principles  were  then 
spreading  in  the  churches,  and  particularly  designed  to  counteract  the 
teachings  of  those  who  "set  up  the  Light  williin,  and  their  own  Spirits 
find  Notions  as  the  standard  to  which  the  Scripture  must  be  broughL" 

A  void  of  two  and  a  half  years  succeeded  in  tlie  pastorate  at  Chelsea. 
Mr.  Pundcrson  Austin  occupied  the  pulpit  for  nine  months,  but  declined 
a  settlement.  Mr.  Joseph  Howe  was  spoken  of  as  a  desirable  candidate, 
but  his  services  were  not  procured. 

In  ISIaj,  1771,  Mr.  Ephraim  Judson  of  Woodbury,  Conn.,  came  among 
the  people  by  invitation,  and  gave  such  general  satisfaction  that  ader  a 
short  experience  of  his  ministry,  he  was  called  to  tlie  pastoral  office  by  a 
vote  entirely  unanimous,  and  ordained  Oct.  dd  of  that  year.  At  tliis  time 
the  meeting-house  was  freshened  and  improved.  The  bell  was  removed, 
and  erected  upon  the  hill  near  the  house  of  Mr.  Lemuel  Boswell.  Ten 
new  pews  were  built,  and  assigned  as  follows : 

No.  4.    ITftnnnh  Wight  and  Joseph  Kclley. 

5.  Jacob  Do  Witt  and  John  M'Larran  Breed. 

6.  John  and  Peter  Waterman. 

8.  Benjamin  and  George  Dennis.  \ 

15.  Caleb  Whitney  and  Joshua  Norman. 

16.  Daniel  Kclley  and  William  Capron. 

17.  Prosper  Wctmoro  and  Ebenezer  Fiich. 
20.  David  and  Samuel  Roath. 

22.    William  Reed  and  Zcplmniah  Jennings. 
24.    Joseph  Wight  and  Lemuel  Boswell. 

Tiic  society  votod  lo  purcluisc  the  house  and  lot  of  Ezekiel  Story  at 
£120  for  a  settlcniont  for  jMr.  Judson.  This  house  was  on  the  hill  near 
the  bu rial-ground.  I^Ir.  Judson  began  to  occupy  it  in  1773.  It  was 
secured  to  him  as  his  personal  property,  in  case  he  should  remain  five 
years  with  the  society. 

Mr.  Judson  was  a  man  of  pleasing  aspect  and  dignified  demeanor,  tall 
and  stately.  He  soldoiu  used  notes,  and  though  he  reasoned  well,  and 
oHcn  throw  out  striking  remarks,  his  sermons  were  usually  in  the  style  of 
common  conversation,  oliicidntcd  with  comments  that  sometimes  fell  below 
the  level  of  an  intelligent  audience  and  the  dignity  of  the  pulpit.    For 
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iBrtMMa^  fal  ft  Mnmti  upon  ttie  Itrazen  SorpenI,  he  rcpuatcdl;  cnllcd  it  ihc 
S/mt  iShabi  Hil  ezpressiona  were  somctimea  very  quaint  niid  wtiitn- 
rinl*  FraMUng  at  one  time  on  t\ia  cxcuaoa  mnUu  by  ihc  gnosis  wlio 
mn  Inrited  to  tba  vcdiling  fcnat,  lie  oliaervcd  tliiU  one  lia<l  liduglit  fivo 
joka  of  oxen,  and  eivilly  enlreittei]  to  be  cxcuW  i  but  Ibc  one  who  )ind 
■atliad  a  wife  r^Ued  absolutely,  he  could  not  come.     Hence  learn,  snid 

'thapcaadur,dllton«  woman  can  puU  harder  tkan  Jive  yole  of  oxea.  Mr. 
Jadaoo  ODOO  praadicd  in  the  first  sodety,  a  sermon  paiiicularly  iidUrosavd 
to  JWtOf  women,  which,  contrary  to  bis  usual  custom,  was  toritten  out  und 
ijbitaraieif  ^aUbai  in  the  atyle  of  Kervey'a  Meditiitiona.  To  nudce  it 
introduced  a  fictitious  cbaractcr  ot  tbc  name  of  dor- 
i  upon  her  wit  and  beauty,  and  the  number  of  bur  admir~ 
an,  ftlknrad  bar  to  tbe  ball-room,  and  other  acenes  of  gaiety,  and  then 
Ud  ha  npoo  a  doalb-bcd  with  all  the  pathos  of  a  romance* 

Bat  theae  nntfa^scences  apply  lo  Mr.  Judson  only  as  a  young  man, 
Atrlng  die  Ant  years  of  a  long  ministry.  Preachers  are  generally  recnUed 
to  nind  bj  thoaa  nlient  points  of  character  and  babit  that  strike  the  pop- 
■kr  obHrratkm.     Mr.  Judson  is  tbercfore  transmitted  lo  ua  in  Ibc  cos- 

.tBUte  ot  hta  aoeentrlcitiea.  He  was  neverlhelesa  esteemed  In  Ids  day  for 
U^iar  qaiiltiei, — feithfid  performance  of  minislcriid  duly,  and  sincere 
prtrlotiKn*     HIa  delivery,  usually  slow  and  monotonous,  on  subjects  con- 

'aoeted  with  the  liberties  of  the  nation,  wouM  rise  almost  to  cntliiisiusm. 
Ba  tO<&  an  aariy  and  active  part  in  Ibo  Itcvoliitionary  atrugglc,  and  when 
oAbrod  a  chaplaincy  iji  die  army,  nccejilud  tbe  nppoiiilini'tit  mDi  ulacrily. 
Tbis  event  and  tlio  consequent  action  of  die  gociely  oro  thus  reguitereil : 

Ang.  14, 1776.  BoT.  Epbntlm  Judioa  Iiaving  Ixun  sppointod  ClwpUiii  in  Col. 
Wud'i  itgimoDt  [a  the  CoDlincDtnl  lerrica,  geneiDiulr  propoMM  lo  mlinqid*!)  liu  m1- 
trj  daring  bu  abieoce,  tad  mIu  leave  Eo  go. 

PetmiHioQ  giktitcd. 

But  hb  health  was  not  equal  lo  tbe  arduous  duties  that  devolved  upon 
Um.  He  was  absent  several  months,  and  then  returned  an  invalid;  and 
tbough  he  continued  two  years  longer  witli  his  people,  he  seems  never  to 
bave  recovered  hia  former  health.  Some  of  bis  babita  that  have  been 
attributed  to  indolence,  may  have  been  forced  upon  bim  by  physical 
jpfli-mity.  He  would  Occasionally  deliver  bisaennons  in  a  sitting  posture. 
He  adopted  also  tbe  Scotch  custom  of  a  recess  in  tlie  middle  of  the  ser- 
mon, to  be  occupied  by  tbe  cboir  in  singing,  and  it  is  said  tliat  in  warm 
weather  he  woubl  give  out  a  psalm  of  eight  or  ten  stanzas,  long  meter, 
and  withdraw  to  a  high  rock  just  in  tlie  rear  of  tbe  church,  to  enjoy  tbe 
reireBhing  river-breeze  during  its  performance. 

*  Far  tlieM  uid  lOtfaer  occasional  illuatratioiii  ot  former  persona  and  kcuci,  tbe 
pothoT  la  indebted  lo  tlio  icaocioua  memory  oad  caDverauiiono]  uiuuail/  uf  Uev.  Dr. 
Smtig  oT  tha  Fint  Bodetj. 
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In  October,  1778,  ho  asked  a  dismission  from  office,  grounding  his 
motion  on  these  points: 

"  Want  of  competent  support,  tuefulness  obntructed  bj  infirm  health,  inabili^  to 
stodj,  negligence  of  the  people  in  attending  public  worship, — some  other  minister  maj 
be  more  beneficial." 

The  church  and  society  appointed  committees  to  converse  with  him  and 
endeavor  to  smootli  over  these  difficulties.  But  he  remained  firm  to  his 
purpose,  and  thej  at  length  concurred  with  him  in  referring  the  matter  to 
a  council  of  the  neighboring  ministers.  This  council  met  Dec.  15,  and 
afler  considering  Air.  Judson's  pleas,  decided  unanimously — 

"  That  there  is  an  unavoidable  necessity  of  Mr.  Judson's  remoral,  and  [we]  do 
accordingly  dismiss  him :— especially  on  account  of  his  weak  state  of  health,  which 
will  not  admit  of  a  sedentary  life  or  close  application  to  study ;  together  with  an  un- 
happy appearance  of  indifference  to  his  administration.  Tet  we  cannot  but  express 
our  great  satisfaction  in  finding  the  measure  of  mutual  love  and  respect  that  subsists 
between  Mr.  Judson  end  his  people.  We  are  satisfied  with  Mr.  Judson's  ministerial 
character,  hope  for  his  better  health  and  future  usefulness  in  the  ministry.  And  may 
it  please  God  to  raise  up  for  this  people  another  able  and  faithful  minister." 

"  We  alpo  find  that  the  drgroe  of  exertion  for  Mr.  Judson's  support  Ims  boon  very 
considerable,  considering  the  present  public  exigencies." 

Mr.  Judson  afterward  preached  for  a  short  time  at  Canterbury,  Conil., 
and  was  successively  installed  at  Taunton  and  at  Sheffield,  Mass.  He 
died  at  the  latter  place,  Feb.  23,  1813,  in  his  76th  year.* 

In  1781  a  new  bell  was  purchased,  and  a  belfry  built  for  its  reception 
at  the  east  end  of  (lie  mccting-house. 

A  vacancy  in  the  pastorate,  of  eight  years,  followed  the  dismission  of 
Mr.  Judson,  during  which  time  the  Sabbath  service  was  but  partially  sus- 
tained. All  public  enterprises  felt  the  paralyzing  influence  of  the  war, 
and  stood  in  abeyance,  waiting  for  better  times. 

Among  the  temporary  supplies  of  this  period  were  Mr.  Zebulon  Ely 
and  Mr.  David  Austin,  both  graduates  of  Yale,  of  the  class  of  1779,  and 
then  making  their  first  experiments  in  the  pulpit.  Mr.  Ely  was  afterward 
for  forty  years  pastor  of  the  Lebanon  church,  and  Mr.  Austin,  afler  many 
vicissitud(is  of  life  and  changes  of  opinion,  became  in  1815  pastor  of  the 
diurch  ill  Bozrah.  Various  other  names  are  found,  of  persons  who  sup- 
plied the  pulpit  during  this  long  vacancy .f 

*  Rev.  Adonimm  Judson,  D.  D.»  the  celebrated  missionary  to  the  Burman  Empire, 
was  a  nephew  of  Mr.  Ephraim  Judson. 

t  Dec.  1782.  Voted  to  pay  the  bill  of  Joseph  Williams  for  boarding  Messrs.  Hide, 
Ellis,  Chase,  and  other  preachers :  also  the  bill  of  Mr.  John  M.  Breed  for  boarding 
Mr.  Mills  while  preaching. 

Sept.  7,  1786.  Voted  to  pay  the  Committee  for  boarding  the  ministers  since  De- 
cember last.    Minister's  pay,  38s.  per  Sabbath. 
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No  single  person  miu  probnUy  so  serviccublo  in  coiktinuiag  llio  minis- 
trations nt  tliis  period,  as  Mr.  Natlmniel  Nilus,  wliu  wiu  tlieu  a  i-usiiluiit  of 
Norwieh, — a  licensed  prenclier,  but  engaged  likewise  in  otliur  purauiu,  and 
not  desirous  of  a  settlement,  lie  had  married  llie  ilangliler  of  Kigali 
Lothrop,  and  remained  in  itie  town  ten  or  twelve  yeoTB,  taking  an  aelive 
part  in  llie  patriotic  moremeiila  of  the  day,  and  in  nil  objects  of  public 
interest,  and  serving  on  representative  to  llie  General  Assembly  for  the 
spring  sessions  of  1771),  '80,  and  '81.  He  was  moi-covcr  connected  with 
bis  father-in-law  in  various  manufacturing  iiilerests  Ibul  were  beneficial  to 
the  country.  They  had  eslnblialitnents  for  making  cliocuIatG,  iron-wire, 
and  cards.  Mr.  Niles  was  himself  the  inventor  of  a  process  for  making 
iron-wire  out  of  bariron,  the  machinery  for  which  was  here  first  put  into 
operation. 

Notwithstanding  liis  numerous  engagements,  he  was  commonly  prepared 
on  the  Sunday  with  a  well-studied  Ihough  generally  unwritten  discourse, 
and  willing  to  occupy  any  vacant  pulpit,  or  to  preach  witliotit  a  pulpit.  Id 
any  school-house,  hall,  or  private  room,  where  his  services  were  rc(]uire^  i 

Lin  Chelsea  he  olTicintcd  oflcn  during  Sfr.  Juilson'a  absence,  and  iiHer  liSa 
dismission,  and  for  several  years  was  the  main  reliance  upon  which  the  I 

society  fell  back  when  other  applications  failed,     lie  had  the  reputation  1 

of  a  metaphysical  preacher,  fond  of  doctrinal  poinla,  and  shrewd  in  draw-  I 

ing  lines  of  difference.     The  natural  bios  of  his  mind  seems  lo  have  led  1 

in  that  direction."     He  was  fearless,  however,  in  denouncing  popular  sins,     ^^^B 
And  earnest  in  culling  upon  nil  to  ivjwjiL  ^  ^^^^B 

Two  discourses  delivered  in  this  society,  July  12,  1778,  and  uRcrwanle 
written  out  and  published  at  the  request  of  the  hearers,  are  doubtless  fair 
specimens  of  the  general  tone  of  his  preaching.f  They  arc  clear  and 
forcible  in  statemont,  and  fervid  in  appeal. 

In  versatility  of  talent,  Mr.  Niles  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men 
of  his  time.  He  had  studied  medicine,  given  some  attention  to  law,  nnd 
bad  taught  a  grammar  school  in  New  York,  where  Lindley  Murray,  nflcr- 
ward  an  author  of  grammars,  was  his  pupil.  In  theology  he  luid  been  a 
student  with  Dr.  Bellamy.  His  literary  talents  were  above  the  eommon 
order,  but  in  tliis  line  he  is  chiefly  distinguished  for  a  sapphic  ode,  called 
7K«  Atwriean  Hero,  This  poem  first  appeared  in  print  in  the  Connecti- 
cut Gazette,  Feb.  %  1776,  but  dated  Norwich,  1775.    It  luid  been  ctrcu- 

*  It  i*  related  that  when  at  College  both  he  nnd  hia  brolbcr  Sunoo)  were  w  coa- 
(picoona  for  keenacM  and  iDbiloCf  in  argamcnt,  oi  (o  be  runilitu-lj  dlillngaisbod  bj 
the  titles  of  Botheration  PrimDa  and  Botlicmtion  Secundns.    Sprogne'B  Am.  Pulpil. 

!  Printed  by  John  Tnnnboll,  1TT9.  The  taxU  were  Luke  8:  IB,  end  6  ;  46.  This 
poblication,  end  a  eermon  of  Mr.  Nllea'  entitled  Tlie  Itomembranco  of  Chriit,  doliv- 
ered  et  Medwaj,  Oct.  31,  1773,  nnd  printed  in  Boston,  ere  omitted  In  Dr.  Spragoe't 
tilt  of  tlie  pabUcstioei  of  Mr.  Nilca,  in  his  Amadcan  PnlpiC 
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lated  and  sung  in  privatd  and  patriotic  meeting;?,  before  it  was  printed,  the 
music  being  composed  by  one  of  the  author's  friends.* 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  and  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr. 
Niles  removed  into  a  wild  part  of  Vermont,  which  ho  lived  to  see  trans* 
formed  into  farms  and  villages,  glowing  with  fertilitj  and  comfort.  His 
ministerial  vocation  was  carried  with  him  through  life,  though  he  was 
never  settled  as  a  pastor,  or  even  ordained,  and  refused,  according  to 
report,  seventeen  calls.  In  the  town  where  he  settled,  he  was  the  first 
white  inhabitant  and  the  fii*st  preacher ;  holding  meetings  in  his  house  for 
twelve  years  before  a  church  could  be  built.  He  was  also  much  employed 
in  civil  affairs ;  was  for  many  years  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
Member  of  Congress  from  1791  to  1795.  Not  by  tlie  title  of  Reverend^ 
but  as  Judge  Niles,  he  was  commonly  known.  He  died  at  West  Fatrlee, 
Vt.,  Oct.  31,  1828,  aged  88. 

The  society  had  now  been  eight  years  without  a  pastor,  when  Mr. 
Walter  King,  of  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  came  among  tlicm  to  preach  as  a 
candidate.  His  efficient  ministrations  aroused  the  church  to  a  sense  of 
their  declension,  dnd  revived  tlie  dying  interests  of  religion.  The  record 
says: 


"  Tho  Chnrch  by  reason  of  many  distressing  trials  being  scattered  and  reduced  ex- 
ceeding low,  determine  to  renew  their  corenant  and  reorganize." 


Jonathan  Huntington,  Ebenezer  Fitch,  and  twelve  sisters,  were  all  that 
remained  of  the  former  members.  To  these  were  added  Mr.  King  from 
the  church  in  New  Haven,  and  seven  others  by  profession  of  faith,  form- 
ing a  church  of  twenty-two  members,  of  whom  seven  were  men,  viz.: 

Jonathan  Huntington,  Elijah  Lathrop, 

Ebenezer  Fitch,  G rover  L'Hommedion, 

Waller  King,  Jonathan  Frisby. 
Peter  Lanman, 

The  vote  of  the  society  calling  Mr.  King  to  the  pastorate,  stood  thirty- 
five  against  one.  He  was  ordained  May  24,  1787.  Sermon  by  Rev. 
Clmrliy  Backus.  Salary  £125  per  annum,  with  40«.  added  yearly  till  it 
amount  to  £135  per  annum,  and  at  that  ()oint  to  remain  fixed. 

On  the  division  of  tho  town  in  1786,  only  two  Congregational  societies 
were  left  in  Norwich  proper,  which  made  aji  alteration  of  title  necessary. 
Mr.  King  was  therefore  ordained  over  the  Second  Church  instead  of  the 
Sixth. 

No  office  seems  to  have  been  more  irksome  than  that  of  collecting  the 


*  This  is  supposed  to  have  been  Col.  Absalom  Peters,  of  Lebanon,  who  was  at  that 
time  a  young  man  giving  lessons  to  the  choirs  in  Norwich  as  a  singing-master. 
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minisleritil  ralea.  In  1785,  no  less  tliao  nine  persona  were  successively 
chosen  to  the  office  of  collector,  and  encli  refiiseJ  peremptorily  to  eervc. 
An  incumbent  was  at  last  procured  by  tliQ  offer  of  ten  per  cent,  for  col- 
lecting. In  1766,  flUecn  persons  of  the  first  iliatlnclion  in  ihc  society 
agreed  to  take  lUeir  chitnce  by  lot  for  lUe  olBce,  eiich  engaging  to  Eeivo  if 
hiB  name  was  drawn. 


L 


tjNlVERS&I.iaU. 

In  the  year  1779,  a  public  debate  on  the  subject  of  Univeraalism  was 
held  in  the  Congregational  Cljurcb  at  Clielaea,  between  Mr.  Nilea  and 
Hr.  John  Murray,  wliicli  cKcitcd  considerable  interest  ut  the  lime. 

The  doctrine  of  universal  salvation,  connected  trilli  belief  in  llio  Trinity 
and  a  purification  from  sin  by  a  limited  degree  of  punishment  in  another 
state,  ending  in  actual  pardon  and  a  final  resloralion  to  the  favor  of  God, 
had  at  tliat  period  a  considerable  number  of  advocatea  in  Norwich.  It  was 
introduced  into  the  town  in  [be  year  1772,  by  Ni.  John  Murray,  the  Eng- 
lish UniverealiBt,  or  "  Great  Promnlgalor,"  as  he  was  Bunieiimes  styled. 
He  was  first  invited  to  preach  in  Norwicli  by  Mr.  Samuel  I'ost,  who, 
having  been  accidentally  present  when  lie  delivered  an  addrc^  at  Guil- 
ford, was  charmed  with  his  persuasive  oratory.  lie  preached  first  in  the 
academic  building  at  the  foot  of  lican  Hill,  and  Mr.  Gumoliel  Reynolds, . 
tho  principal  exliorter  among  tlio  Separatists,  who  licld  their  meetings  i 
that  hoQM,  became  his  convert.  To  accommodate  tlie  llironga  that  ouM 
to  bear  him,  the  oommitteo  of  the  First  Congregational  Society  permitted 
their  meeting-house  to  be  opened  for  his  use,  which  Mr.  Murray  says  wu 
never  afterward  shut  against  him.* 

Hia  first  text  in  Norwich  is  said  to  have  been  the  single  word  iShiloh-^ 
Genesis  49 :  10.  But  the  sermon  that  excited  the  most  discussion  waa 
founded  upon  the  parable  of  the  merchantman  seeking  goodly  pearls. 
The  mercliant,  he  «ud,  roproscDtud  Ciirist,  and  the  whole  race  of  mankind 
were  the  pearls,  whom  Cbrist  by  the  surrender  of  his  life  had  purdiaaed, 
and  would  keep  eternally  safe. 

After  Mr.  Murray's  departure,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lord,  fearing,  be  taid,  that 

*  Tlie  committee  of  thii  Bodet;  appear  to  hvi«.  been  &linogt  indiacclniiDatelj  Ilben 
In  tha  loMi  of  their  cfanrch  to  itinerant  preadien.  WItneu  tlie  loUawiDg  oewipi^tr 
item  of  Nov.  14,1793: 

"On  Ftidaj  aTening  liut,  Hr.  Joha  Thayer,  Catholic  MiMtonac;,  dolirered  to  a 
large  aadieace  at  the  Rev.  Joseph  Strong'i  meeting-houM  ia  lliis  City,  a  Icuined  and 
ingenioiu  iliacoune  in  which  he  midertook  lo  proTs  thai  the  CeUiolick  Church  wm  the 
ocl;  true  Church  of  Christ.  On  Sandaj  evening  following  at  the  lame  place  be  d»> 
llveied  a  disconne  on  Ihe  pmprielj  and  troe  piotj  of  iaroking  departed  taints  and  tha 
ntilitf  and  efficscj  of  addreuing  prafera  to  them." 
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some  of  liis  congregation  had  accepted  the  mistaken  exposition  of  the 
"  itinerant  stranger/'  took  an  opportunity  to  elucidate  the  same  text  The 
merchant  he  regarded  as  the  representative  of  man,  seeking  happiness,  bat 
Ignorant  of  the  chief  good ;  when  lie  finds  Christ,  the  pearl  of  great  price, 
he  gives  up  tlie  world  and  all  its  blandishments,  and  takes  the  Saviour  for 
his  everlasting  portion.* 

Mr.  Murray  subsequently  made  several  annual  visits  to  Norwich,  and 
was  allowed  to  preach  in  all  Uie  churches,  but  at  the  Landing  he  usually 
occupied  the  pulpit  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and  it  was  popularly  reported 
that  the  Rev.  Mr.* Tyler  coincided  with  him  in  the  main  point  that  sepa- 
rated him  from  orthodoxy, — to  wit,  the  final  restoration  of  all  mankmd  to 
holiness  and  consequent  happiness.  Mr.  Murray,  however,  never  claimed 
him  as  a  disciple,  but  in  his  notes  ranks  him  with  those  who  liad  acted 
toward  him  the  part  of  Cliristian  friends. 

Mr.  Nilas  who  was  then  the  acting  minister  of  the  Congregational 
society  in  Chelsea,  was  disposed  to  examine  and  discuss  the  points  at  issue 
witli  lilr.  lilurray.  A  public  debate  was  therefore  held  by  the  two  cham- 
pions, but  with  what  result  does  not  appear.  The  sermon  of  Mr.  Niles  on 
the  text,  "Take  liced  therefore  how  ye  hear,"  preached  in  July,  1778,  and 
published  by  request  of  the  congregation,  was  doubtless  designed  to  guard 
his  hearers  against  the  alluring,  heart-pleasing  doctrine  that  had  been  pro- 
claimed among  them. 

Mr.  Murray  was  a  man  of  wit  and  humor,  fluent  in  speaking,  with  the 
manners  of  a  gentleman.  He  built  up  no  society  in  Norwich,  but  he  left 
an  abundance  of  seed  sown,  the  produce  of  which  might  be  traced  through 
the  whole  of  that  generation.f  Many  of  those,  however,  who  were  drawn 
aside  for  a  time  by  Iiis  fascinations,  and  entangled  as  it  were  in  his  silken 
net,  ultimately  regained  their  former  stand-point.  He  died  at  Boston, 
Sept.  8,  1815,  aged  744 

In  the  old  part  of  the  town,  the  Separatist  meetings  gradually  took  the 
form  of  Universalism.  They  were  held  at  first  in  the  academy,  but  after- 
wards at  the  liouse  of  Mr.  Ebenezcr  Grover.    Mr.  Reynolds,  who  acted 

..-  -  ■__  -  _■■.._■  —   _■- — _  ^  ^.^       ^  ^ 

*  This  (Hscourso  was  dcliyered  Sept.  27, 1772 :  printed  by  Green  &  Spooner,  Nor- 
wich, 1773. 

t  A  UniTcrsalHt  Ilymn-Book,  published  by  subscription  in  1776,  has  a  list  of  nearly 
forty  subscribers  in  Norwicli. 

I  Mr.  Murray's  wife,  a  very  interesting  woman,  sometimes  accompanied  him  in  his 
visits  to  Nonvich.  Lodging  at  one  time  with  a  friend  on  Chelsea  Plain,  at  breakfast 
the  next  morning  the  lady  visitor  was  not  to  bo  found,  and  the  husband  could  give  no 
account  of  her.  Soon  afterward  she  came  in,  flushed  with  exercise,  but  with  wet  feet 
and  dripping  with  dew.  She  had  risen  early,  and  with  a  child  for  a  guide,  had  visited 
the  Indian  graves,  copied  inscriptions,  explored  the  ravine  to  the  falls,  and  wrought 
herself  into  a  state  of  lively  enthusiasm.  Mrs.  Murray  was  authoress  of  a  sorial  work 
called  the  Gleaner,  collected  in  1798  and  published  in  three  yolnmos. 


aa  their  minister  without  hnviiig  received  nny  regular  onlinntiori  or  ap- 
pointment to  oince,  WHS  H  mkn  of  originnl  eli-ong  aenae,  ef  [wwuiful  Ti-amo 
and  imposing  nppenrnncc,  Iml  unlnught  and  illiterate.  Rlr.  Sruii-tiy  suid 
of  him, — "lie  is  nn  hoiioat  Bonl,  and  we  all  love  him,  but  ho  ain  not  yet 
speak  [he  language  of  licaven." 

At  a  later  period  Mr.  EHmnan  Winchester,  who  was  born  in  the  vicinity 
of  Norwich  and  had  many  warm  peraonal friends  in  the  place,  often  came 
hither  in  liia  prcacliing  tours,  and  was  allowed  the  free  use  of  the  put|ii<s. 
Congregational  and  Episcopal.  The  persuasive  eloquence  of  Mr.  Win- 
cheater,  his  unblemished  life,  and  the  affeclioiiale  simplicity  of  his  man* 
tiers,  all  operated  in  his  favor.  His  knowledge  of  the  Seriptunui  was  so 
minute,  and  his  memory  so  retentive  and  amunahlu  to  hid  will,  that  his 
friends  were  Hccustomcd  to  say  if  the  Bible  were  to  bo  struck  out  of  exist- 
ence, Mr.  Winchester  could  replace  it  from  memory. 

The  lost  time  that  he  preached  iu  Norwich  was  in  the  pulpit  of  tbo 
Firat  Society,  Sept.  18,  1704.     He  died  at  Ilartfonl  in  1797. 

Winchester's  Lectures  on  the  Prophecies,  embodying  and  csplaining 
the  principles  he  hail  disseminated  in  his  sermons,  were  publishcil  iii  Nor- 
wich in  1794  and  '95.  The  first  two  lectures  were  prtnlcti  by  Tinmbull, 
the  remainder  by  Thomas  Hubbard. 

Another  work  of  a  kindred  bias  in  doctrine  was  printed  at  Ncirwich  in 
179G.  This  was  "Calvinism  Improved,"  by  Itov.  Joseph  Ilunlington, 
D.  D.,  a  native  of  Norwich,  and  miniatcr  of  Coventry,  Ct.  Tlio  work 
wu  not  published  until  afler  Iho  author's  decease,  but  had  then  nn  osten- 
An  circulnlloR. 

SliU  another  work  in  the  tamo  direction,  explanatory  nnd  <lcfen»iva  of 
the  doctrine  of  Universal  Salvation,  was  publuhed  at  Norwich  in  the  year 
1815.  It  was  entitled,  "The  Law  and  the  Qospel  clearly  demonstrated  in 
Six  Sermons."  This  work  was  popularly  attributed  to  tlio  Hcv.  Mr. 
Tyler,  but  not  acknowledged  by  him. 

These  early  developments  of  Unirersalism  were  of  the  Trinitnriaa 
school,  and  while  agreeing  with  the  current  ortlmdoxy  in  various  articles 
of  belief,  diverged  from  it  on  one  important  point  They  represented  the 
two  doctrines  of  redemption  and  salvation  aa  co-extenalve  and  equally  ani- 
versal.  The  question  at  issue  was,  How  far  the  efficacy  of  divine  grace 
extended  ?  Were  there  any  limits  to  it  ?  Here  was  the  gulf  that  sepa- 
rated them. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVn. 
Thb  Wbbt  India  Tradb. 

TnB  Proclnmntion  of  Congress  announcing  a  cessation  of  hostilities  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  was  published  April  11 ,  1783. 

Christopher  LclTingwell  was  the  first  naval  ofliccr  of  the  port  of  Nor-' 
wich,  under  the  United  States  government.  He  was  appointed  in  1784. 
Tliomas  Coit,  collector  of  the  revenue. 

The  commerce  of  Norwich  shared  in  the  general  impulse  that  the 
peace  gave  to  maritime  pursuits.  Her  merchants  and  ship-masters  hav- 
ing suffered  less  by  the  war  than  those  of  more  exposed  ports,  were  better 
prepared  for  action,  and  launched  at  once  into  the  tide  of  adventure.  Yet 
in  reviewing  the  marine  incidents  connected  with  tlie  place,  it  is  not  easy 
to  keep  the  current  distinct  from  the  Interests  and  ownerships  of  other 
towns  that  had  the  same  port  of  entry,  and  in  some  instances  vessels  of 
similar  capacity  bearing  the  same  names. 

Moreover,  Noi-wich  and  New  London  were  actually  connected  in 
various  mercantile  partnerships.  The  cargo  of  an  incoming  vessel  was 
often  distributed  among  the  merchants  of  both  places,  and  masters  belong- 
ing to  one  port  frequently  shipped  in  vessels  fitted  out  from  the  other. 
Neither  the  marine  records  nor  the  current  newspapers  were  careful  in 
their  discriminations,  and  it  is  sometimes  very  difficult  to  assign  items  of 
intelligence  to  their  right  place. 

While  gathering  up  the  memorials  that  relate  to  Norwich,  and  giving 
due  honor  to  her  merchants  and  seamen  for  their  enterprise,  we  do  not 
design  to  claim  that  they  engrossed  more  than  an  honorable  share  of  the 
industry  and  activity  of  the  times.* 

The  West  India  trade  was  an  alluring  path  of  adventure.  Tlio  horses, 
cattle  and  alimentary  pro<luce  of  a  thriving  back  country  converged  at 
Norwich  and  songht  a  market  abroad.  For  the  first  ten  or  twelve  years 
after  the  peace,  it  met  with  but  few  obstacles  except  those  arising  from 
tropical  storms  or  tropical  diseases.  It  was  prosecuted  with  vigor,  and 
was  rich  in  its  returns. 

*  Tho  commercial  dctnils  of  this  and  tho  following  chapter  hare  been  gathered  from 
the  custom  house  records  at  New  London,  newspaper  files,  and  other  contemporary 
docoments. 
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*  Sue  promiocnt  trading  vasieli,  in  1791,  owned  principally  b/  Joceph  WilliMU, 
and  kept  In  the  Weit  India  trade,  were  of  the  follawing  tonnage : 

Sbip  Joiephai,  aas  looB.  Schooner  Nabbj,  67  loni. 

Brig  Eourpriier,  130  torn.  Sloop  Proiperiiy,  TO  loot. 

Snow  Federal,  110  tom.  Stoop  Nagoiiator,  70  loiu. 

The  5new  wai  iboa  deacribed  ■.  "  Thia  veaiel  ii  all  Federal ;  hall,  rigging,  uili,  and 
vnrj  materiil  mannfitctowd  froia  the  pnidao 
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DIFORTS. 


£ 

s. 

d 

KuTopcMik  goods,  TUOO                          • 

3909 

1,500  hides,          "    12s. 

900 

7,675  ba.  salt,              If.  9d. 

639 

11 

8 

1 12,625  galls,  molasses,  U.4d, 

7540 

18,300      "    ram,         2t.  6^ 

•      2287 

10 

1,271  Ibs-bohcmtea,    2t. 

127 

2 

20,700    ••  cafTcr,          It.     - 

-       1045 

417,200    «•  sugar. 

8344 
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Shipping  belonging  to  the  port  at  this  time : 

Twenty  sloops,  ...  -  -  940  tons. 

Fire  schooners,       .  .  •  -  •  325    " 

Fire  hrigs, 545    " 

One  ship, 200    " 


Total,  ....         2010 


«« 


No  cnstom-hoasc  records  of  the  New  London  district,  prior  to  the 
Revolution,  are  known  to  be  extant  They  were  either  carried  awaj  by 
Duncan  Stewart,  the  last  royal  collector,  in  1776,  or  more  probably  de- 
stroyed in  the  conflagration  of  the  town  in  1781.  The  first  U.  S.  Col- 
lector under  the  Federal  Constitution,  appointed  by  General  Washington, 
was 

General  Jedidiah  Huntington. 

The  coast  of  Connecticut  formed  two  districts,  those  of  New  Haven 
and  New  London.  The  New  London  district  extended  from  Killingworth 
to  Rhode  Island,  and  included  the  commerce  of  the  two  rivers,  Connecti- 
cut and  Thames.  General  Huntington  immediately  relinquished  his  mer- 
cantile concerns  in  Norwich,  and  removed  to  New  London,  taking  posses- 
sion of  his  office,  as  the  record  states  with  characteristic  accuracy,  ''August 
11th,  1789,  7  o'clock,  A.  M.'** 

The  n))poin(mcnts  made  for  Norwich  were: — ^Bemyah  Leffingwell, 
j^ngcr;  Joseph  Gale,  measurer  and  weigher. 

The  regular  packets  at  that  time  running  from  Norwich  to  New  York 
were  the  Juno,  Robert  Niles;  the  Venus,  Christopher  Vaill;  and  the 
Lady  Washington,  Stephen  Culver.  The  Norwich  Packet,  Benjamin 
Culver,  plied  rogulnrly  to  Newport,  and  the  Swa\low,  Zephaniah  Jen- 

♦  Tlio  flrflt  vcsjicl  cntcrctl  at  tlio  new  ctifltom-houso  was  tho  brig  Sally,  Capt.  Moses 
Tryon,  wlilrli  anivcd  tlint  nioniing  from  Cnpo  Francois  with  a  cargo  of  molossos. 
Sho  was  owned  by  Jeremiah  Wadswortli  of  Hartford. 
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ntngs,  to  Boaton.  Several  otbcr  coasting  sloops  kept  llio  river  lively ; 
omoDg  Lhcm  wcni  Iliu  Lurk,  JoDutliaii  Itoutli ;  aud  the  Royal  Oak,  Tim- 
othy Furkur. 

The  lirst  clearunces  from  Norwich  for  a  foreign  port,  UDder  the  new 
collector,  AugusI,  1789,  were  ; 

Sloop  Sally,  Frederick  Tnicj,  Tor  Murtioico. 
Sch.  Fricndihip,  Absalom  Pritla,  Tor  Si-  Murtiu. 
8ch.  Nftbby,  Joseph  Pierco,  for  do. 

The  earliest  entries  of  nole  were  : 

Ang.    Brig  Neptune,  Bcickiuli  Pcrkina,  from  HIapuiiola. 

"   EnMrpriso,  Jernliinecl  Williiuu9,  with  fi90  (ul)«  of  ult. 

Tlie  ship  Josephiis,  Elislm  Ilunlinglon,  cleartMl  for  Demerara,  Sept.  12, 
1789.  A  memorandum  of  her  ladiog  will  give  a  good  idea  of  a  West 
India  oirgo.  Her  live-stock  coosisled  of  G2  horses  and  mules,  a  few 
COW3,  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  a  dozen  sheep  and  swine.  Of  provisions  she 
carried  4500  bunches  of  onions,  18  hhds.  of  polnloes,  8G  Iwxcs  of  clicesc, 
18  firkins  of  butter,  nearly  80  bhds.  of  hccf  and  pork,  30  kegs  of  crock- 
era,  84  bbU.  of  bread,  and  30  bbls.  of  flour.  She  had  a  largo  amount  of 
brick  and  lumber,  plonks,  clapboards,  slaves,  joints,  and  spurs  t  115  water 
hogsheads;  a  lot  of  parlor  furniliire,  such  as  maliogany  tables,  green  cluiir^ 
and  BofuB,  and  a  few  saddles  and  bridles. 

We  arc  struck  with  astonishment  at  the  quantity  of  live-stock  cnrriod 
flven  by  the  smaller  Tassels,  or  sloops,  iMptihirly  called  liorae-jockeys,  in 
these  voyages.  That  samo  season,  the  Betsey,  Jabcie  Lord,  took  out  35 
horseSt  and  the  Nancy,  John  Fanning,  8G.     Tlicse  were  small  sloops.* 

The  brig  Neptune,  which  cleared  Oct.  1st  for  Ilispaniola,  carried  49 
horses.  The  Enterpriser,  Isaac  Williams,  sailing  for  Demarara,  Nov.  2d, 
boides  proviuous,  brick,  and  lumber,  carried  20  horses,  17  catllc,  0 
mnles,  20  sheep,  20  swine,  150  geese,  and  100  turkeya.f 

The  return  cargo  consbted  of  mm,  molasses,  sugar,  wine,  pimento, 
pepper,  limes,  tamarinds,  sweetmeats,  aniseed,  bags  of  coffee,  bales  of 
cotton,  tobacco,  indigo,  and  salt. 

The  trade  lo  the  northern  coast  of  South  America,  especially  to  Dutcli 
Quiana,  was  lucrative,  and  the  cargoes  brought  from  thence  paid  a  higher 
duhr  than  others.    As  an  example  of  the  success  and  spirit  with  winch 

*  C^>t.  Isuc  HdU  wm  for  maay  yenrv  cngagod  iu  the  Wa»C  India  trade,  sailing  bma 
Hew  Loadon  in  the  employ  of  Norwicli  sod  New  London  merchants.  In  one  of  bis 
TOfageainIhe  ship  Miaervft,  (1796,)  Jiecnrried  E>8oxon  on  Ikis  doclc. 

t  The  BnterpriHT  on  bar  rntam  from  this  voyage  was  libeled  by  the  government  for 
imparting  goods  not  Donmined  in  her  mtmiteet,  concealing  and  deUvoring  them  at  Nor- 
wich wiLhoat  a  pennit,  vis.,  13  bhdi.  spirits,  10  twlet  cotton,  1  bbl.  sngor,  I  cask  cocoa. 
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this  lino  of  trade  was  prosecuted,  and  the  risks  run,  take  a  horse-jockey 
sloop  of  90  tons  burden,  called  the  Prosperitj,  fittted  out  by  Joseph  Wil- 
liams. 

We  first  notice  her  on  a  voyage  to  Esscquibo,  in  March,  1790,  with  88 
horses  on  her  deck ;  Jerahmeel  Williams,  master.  From  that  time  she 
continued  the  line  for  eight  or  nine  years,  averaging  two  voyages  per  year. 
At  her  entry  in  March,  1792,  the  duties  on  her  cargo  amounted  to  $2,446^ 
and  in  October  of  the  same  year,  to  $2,747.  In  one  of  her  trips,  (1798,) 
she  carried  out  40  mules,  12  horses,  190  sheep,  and  25  swine,  besides  the 
usual  variety  of  other  lading.  In  1799,  she  was  taken  by  one  of  the  bel- 
ligerent cruisers,  found  to  have  contraband  goods  on  board,  condemned, 
and  forfeited. 

The  brig  Enterpriser,  Ilczekiah  Freeman,  entering  from  Essequibo  in 
April,  1793,  witli  goods  to  Joseph  Williams  and  other  merchants,  paid  an 
import  of  $<3,241 ;  the  highest  of  any  single  Norwich  cargo  before  1796. 

The  sliip-mnstcrs  were  generally  part  owners  of  vessel  and  cargo.  A 
large  pro|xjrtion  of  the  merchants  had  been  sea-captains,  and  it  was  no 
uncommon  thing  for  them  to  alternate  between  trading  at  home  and  trad- 
ing at  sen, — lonviiig  their  business  with  a  partner,  and  taking  command  of 
a  vcssfjl  to  the  Islands  or  to  Europe.  Tlie  names  of  Backus,  Coit,  Fitch| 
Perkins,  (&c.,  were  borne  by  persons  as  familiar  with  tlie  deck  as  the 
counter ;  with  the  ports  in  tropical  seas,  as  with  the  departments  of  busi- 
ness at  home.  In  point  of  fact,  it  was  necessary  that  the  captain  of  a 
merchant  vessel  should  not  only  be  an  able  mariner,  but  practiced  in 
trade ;  for  he  generally  carried  no  supercargo,  and  transacted  all  the  busi- 
ness of  the  voyage  himself. 

Ships  owned  and  chartered  from  the  New  London  district,  during  the 
year  1791 : 

9  ships,  1  barque,  1  snow,  G5  brigantines,  32  schooners,  57  sloops. 

Horses,  cattle  and  mules  exported,  7,403. 

During  the  ycfir  preceding,  7,072. 

What  proportion  of  these  were  from  Norwich,  we  have  not  th^  means 
of  ascertaining. 

American  commerce  began  to  meet  willi  its  first  serious  obstructions  in 
1703.  TcMi  ycnrs  of  great  prosperity  had  multiplied  the  merchant  vessels 
till  they  lilei-ally  swarmed  in  the  usual  routes  of  trade.  From  sixty  to 
eighty  Aniericnn  vessels  were  sometimes  reported  as  lying  at  once  in  a 
single  port  in  the  West  Indies ;  Cape  Fran9ois,  for  instance.  The  richest 
part  of  St.  Domingo  belonged^  to  the  French,  with  the  islands  of  Martin- 
i(|ue  and  Giia<laloiipe,  and  the  trade  to  these  French  colonies  was  im- 
mense, in  1793,  nearly  1400  American  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  160,- 
000  tons,  were  engaged  in  it.  The  stern  edicts  of  France  and  England, 
the  two  belligerent  powers,  fell  upon  this  trade  with  crushing  weight* 
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American  vessels  were  seized,  now  hy  one  party  itnil  now  hj  tho  oilier, 
carried  into  port,  nnU  there  libeled  anti  condemned,  Uic  government  nnd 
tbn  cnptora  Bljnring  llie  spoils.  By  fur  the  greater  jinrt  of  these  destrtict- 
iTO  Bcixures  were  mnile  by  the  British;  they  obtained  jiossessioii  of  Mar- 
tinique and  Guudaloupe,  and  preyed  upon  Aineriean  couiniei'ee  without 
restraint,  eondemnlug  every  veitsel  from  u  French  port  that  carried  sugar, 
cotton,  or  coffee.' 

Capt,  John  Fanning,  of  the  brig  Union,  arrived  from  the  West  Indies 
July  10,  1793.  lie  reported  that  200  sail  of  Anieriean  vessels  bod  en- 
tered tlie  harbor  of  Ciipe  Francois  between  the  19tb  and  23d  of  June. 
While  Cnpt.  Fanning  was  there,  a  terrilic  battle  was  fought  between  the 
races:  whiles,  raulattoea  and  negroes  etrnggling  for  Ihc  mastery.  Tho 
town  was  ]ilundered  and  burnt,  and  it  was  said  that  5000  persona  were 
tDOsaacred.  Many  look  refuge  in  the  mountains,  and  others  on  board  the 
ships  in  the  harbor.  At  tbia  period  great  numbera  of  refugees  from  St. 
Domingo  came  to  tlie  Slates,  seeking  an  asylum.  Norwich  bad  hCr  share 
of  these  un fortunate  exiles. 

In  May,  1794,  Congreas  laid  an  embargo  of  thirty  days  duration.  A 
war  with  Great  Britain  was  seriously  npprehendeJ,  and  n  general  spirit 
of  arming  in  defence  of  the  country  prevailed.  Public  meetings  were 
held  in  all  the  larger  towns  and  thriving  sea'ports  of  the  Union,  and  patri- 
otic resolutions  carried  by  acetamaliou.  At  New  London  the  puhliu  meet- 
ing was  held  March  lOlh.  In  Norwich  the  luci-clmnts  convened  on  Iha 
16th  of  April  at  the  house  of  Elijah  Litlhi-op:  Kbencxur  llunlhiglun  in  Dm 
ch^  I  Tliomas  Fanning,  clerk ;  and  drolled  a  nieniorial  lo  Cungrcsd,  com- 
plaining  of  IJritiiiL  depredationa,  and  urging  immediate  retaliatory  aetion. 
TEiis  memorial  was  forwarded  to  the  House  of  Rcpreacntntives. 

But  the  storm  at  this  time  blew  over.  The  diSicultiea  with  England 
were  temporarily  aettled  in  November,  by  Ja/s  treaty,  and  American 
commerce  resumed  its  flourishing  course.  It  was  still  subject  to  many 
vexatious  imposiliona, — to  the  plundering  of  Fi-encli  privntcero  mid  iin> 
presament  by  British  men-of-war, — ^yet  still  it  prospered.  Li  IIhs  West 
India  trade,  the  most  hazardous  undertakings  were  frequently  crowned 
with  splendid  success.  This  encouraged  enterprise  and  kept  tlie  track 
lively  with  adventures  for  a  second  period  of  ten  years.  Never  was  any 
bnnness  more  exciting.  The  gain  was  alluring,  but  the  hazards  wore 
great.  When  a  vessel  left  port  often  a  shuddering  fear  of  the  deadljr 
.  fever  of  the  tropics  most  have  swept  through  the  minds  of  parting 
friends. 

It  is  wonderful  that  in  a  line  of  trade  attended  by  such  dangers  there 

'Jon.  11,  IT94.  Capt.  Ueecli,  airirod  from  Cape  Nichola  Molo,  In  the  schooner 
Pollj,  reportB  that  all  the  West  India  Iiliuids  ara  in  poiiesBioa  ot  tlio  liriiiali,  oxMpt 
Ctp«  Frsncoia  and  Adz  Cajea.    Norwich  Weoklj  Bcgitler. 
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should  have  been  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  seamen.  Young  men  were 
eager  for  the  chance ;  a  crew  was  always  at  hand ;  the  love  of  adventure 
was  stronger  than  the  fear  of  shipwreck  and  death,  and  one  of  the  great 
parental  trials  of  the  day  was  that  the  boys  of  the  family  were  persever- 
ingly  bent  on  going  to  sea.  If  a  vessel  was  deficient  in  her  crew,  it  was 
only  necessary  to  hang  out  a  signal  to  that  effect  from  mast-head,  and 
applicants  would  soon  appear  to  fill  the  vacancies* 

Two  successful  voyages  in  a  year  appears  to  have  been  the  climax  of 
good  fortune  in  the  West  India  trade.  A  few  instances  have  been  noticed 
of  three  entrances  or  three  clearances  during  the  year,  but  none  of  three 
whole  voyages  with  full  cargoes  in  and  out  In  1791,  the  schooner  Chloe, 
Jnbcx  Lord,  entered  7  March,  15  June,  and  3  Oct.  In  1793,  the  brig 
Union,  John  Fanning,  entered  11  March,  11  July,  and  7  Dec  The  brig 
Minerva  accomplished  fourteen  voyages  in  a  little  more  than  five  years, 
from  Feb.,  1801,  to  the  spring  of  180G:  four  under  Capt.  Jolm  French| 
the  last  seven  under  Cnpt.  Sangar. 

The  ftloop  Ncgociator,  James  MunscU,  sailed  with  a  cargo  for  the  West 
Indies,  June  10, 1798,  and  returned  into  port  July  30th,  having  completed 
her  Yoyn^o.  in  fifty  d«ays.  This  was  noticed  at  the  time  as  an  example  of 
a  voyage  remarkably  short  and  prosperous.  The  voyage  to  or  from  the 
islands  usually  occupied  from  twelve  to  thirty  days ;  to  or  from  Demerara, 
from  twenty  to  forty.  The  sloop  Swallow  in  1788  was  fifly  days  on  her 
passage  from  New  London  to  Demerara,  having  met  with  opposing  winds 
and  heavy  storms. 

In  1795,  a  list  of  vessels  and  tonnage  belonging  to  the  place  was  made 
out  in  order  to  favor  a  petition  forwarded  to  government  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  post-oflice  in  Chelsea.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  this  list, 
taken  from  a  drafl  in  the  hand-writing  of  Joseph  Howland,  Esq.,  than 
whom  no  man  was  better  acquainted  with  the  maritime  affairs  of  the 
place. 
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List  of  Shipping  belonging  to  the  port  of 
Ship  Mercury,  280  tons. 

Columbus, 
Alodcsty, 

Young  Englo,     200    " 

364 


« 
It 

n 


200     " 
240     " 


**    (icorgo, 
"    rortland, 
"    Charlotte, 
Brig  Union, 

KndcaTor, 

Friendship, 

Bct«cjr, 

Chnrlesto^n, 


(« 
«( 
II 

"    Polly, 
"    Sally, 


220 
90 
130 
120 
120 
130 
60 
180 
180 


M 
II 
« 
« 
« 
(« 
II 
II 
€1 


31 


Norwich,  Octobor  12,  1795. 
Brig  i  Sally,  60  tons. 

"  Betsey, 
Schooner  Polly, 
"       Allen, 
"        Elizabeth, 
"        Chloe, 
"        Washington  65 
Schr.  Shetucket,  70 

Bobinson  Crusoe, 
Scliooner  Beaver, 
"       Jenny, 
Sloop  Farmer, 
"     Crisis, 
"     Honor, 


90 
90 
85 
75 
75 


120 
60 
70 
85 
72 
65 


II 

€1 
€1 
II 
« 
l€ 
<« 
«( 
(f 
f« 
U 
II 

a 
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Sloop  Willinni,  TO  totia.  Bloop  ^lerj,  Ai  loat. 

"     Fro*p«rilf,       '  W    "  "      Ilorculci,  30    ■■ 

"     Polly.  80    "  "     Juno,  fiS    " 

"     Ntgoilaler,  90    "  "     Ilantor,  ,  *S    ". 

"     Fricnibhip,  90    "  "     Puity,  33    " 

"     Butl,  83     "  "      Nancj,  70    " 

"      1  Bcuej-,  45    "  "     ,  tb    " 

Total  Baron  bIjI)i9,  nino  brigs,  nino  uliDoncn,  Kvcntcen  alaops^rorij-ttro.  Toial 
4JIS  tail),oriTliicli  only  210  loaaia  ovneil  iu  liia  old  Pariah,  and  4102  is  owiicil  id  ihe 
port  or  what  U  called  Cluilsca.  Tbe  above  doM  not  iudnda  ft  uamber  of  riyer  packcl*, 
cr  four  New  Yotk  packcti." 

Wlieii  tlii3  list  was  made  out,  the  shipping  interest  of  tlie  port  Lnil  not 
readied  its  msjdmum  of  prosperity.  Tliougli  it  had  aufflTcd  from  the 
Rnnoyances  of  foreign  powers,  il  waa  in  a  condition  to  bear  h^ca  williout 
being  crippled  in  its  pursuits.  For  several  years  after  1795,  llie  im|ioi1a- 
tions  incremed  in  value,  nnil  larger  re^sel^  were  employed.  Heavy  ca.i^ 
goes  were  brought  in  from  Jereraie,  Cape  Francois,  and  Martiiii<iue. 

Iq  four  succesaivo  voyagRs  of  iho  ship  Hope,  in  1707  and  '98,  two  in 
each  year,  three  with  Elijah  Clark,  master,  and  one  willi  Sylvesler  Bill, 
brioging  rum,  molasses,  &c.,  lo  Ilowtnnd  &  Bill,  J.  Perkins,  nnd  B. 
Coit,  the  duties  were  fiom  S7.000  to  nearly  $9,000  each.  The  cargoes 
of  the  ship  Sally,  at  this  period,  ^vere  still  more  valuable,  three  in  succeS' 
Hon  paying  an  impost  of  more  than  $9,000  each. 

Probably  Ihe  higheat  duly  ever  paid  by  Norwich  merchants  on  n  single 
cargo  was  in  October,  1798,  when  llic  stii|)  Sidly,  John  L.  Boswcll,  enter- 
ing from  St  Domingo,  was  charged  at  (ho  eustom-houso  (13,131. 

After  1600  the  Imdo  of  tlio  port  was  less  flourishing,  yet  from  twenty 
to  Uiirty  brigs,  schoonctv  and  coasting  sloops  or  packets  ncro  gcnerallj 
kept  in  active  service,  and  West  India  cargoes  continued  to  arrive.  'Ilto 
three-masted  schooner  Urania,  the  brigs  Antelope,  Atalanta,  Dove,  Hope, 
and  Harriet,  made  a  series  of  voyages,  with  varying  suceess,  under  Jolin 
and  TI)omas  Boekus,  Christopher  Colvcr,  George  Gilbert,  Oliver  Fiieli, 
Francis  Smith,  &c,  with  goods  lo  Jesse  Brown  &  Son,  Peter  Jjtinmaii, 
Jabez  Perkins,  Jabez  Huntington,  Dwight  Kplcy,  Thomas  I^throp,  and 
Others. 

The  hostile  decrees  of  England  and  Franco,  though  directed  mainljr 
against  each  otiicr,  struck  heavily  upon  neutral  commerce.  From  1803, 
onward  for  several  years,  English  ships  of  war  were  so  numerous  in  the 
West  Indies  that  it  was  scarcely  possible  for  &  merchant  vessel  to  enter  a 
port  (windward  or  leeward)  without  being  overhauled.  Moreover,  French 
privateers  were  active ;  from  sixty  to  seventy  American  vessels  were  taken 
by  ^em  and  carried  into  Cuba  during  the  year  181)4.  Tliey  were  lurking 
in  retired  places,  or  traversing  the  more  open  seas,  and  it  was  equally  has- 
ardous  lo  seek  a  market  at  on  island  belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerent 
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powers,  ot  at  the  Dqtch  and  Spanish  ports  on  the  main.    It  was  a  com- 
mon remark  that  American  commerce  was  made  the  prey  of  all  nations* 

The  risks  were  oden  accepted*  The  merchantSy  rather  than  have  their 
vessels  idle  at  the  wharvcS)  chose  the  hazardous  alternative  of  keeping 
them  afloat,  and  continued  to  send  out  their  ventures*  Advertisements 
like  the  following  were  however  becoming  rare  t 

"  The  bcaatiful  stAunch  iliip  Thamet,  Jonathan  Lcstor,  will  take  a  freight  of  thirty 
horses,  cattle  or  mules,  and  400  barrois  inbooM.  Apply  to  8.  Woodbridge  or  M.  Ben- 
jomin."    Oct.  7,  ISUG. 

Dr.  Dwight,  in  his  travels,  written  in  the  early  part  of  the  century, 
says  of  Norwich : 

*'  Within  Uic  last  twenty  years  the  trade  has  siifforod  severely  from  several  causes ; 
particularly  from  Hrcs  and  French  depredations.  From  the  latter  source  no  town 
within  my  Ivnowlcdgo  hns  experienced  greater  losses,  in  proportion  to  its  trading  cap- 
ital.   Its  commerce,  however,  is  still  considerable/' 

In  1808  the  embargo  was  in  force,  but  during  the  months  of  May,  June 
and  July,  by  speqial  pennission,  vessels  were  allowed  to  depart  Seven 
brigs  and  two  schooners,  belonging  to  Norwich,  took  advantage  of  this 
license,  and  cleared,  all  for  Martinico, 

The  trade  of  NorAvich  from  this  period  rapidly  declined.  The  mer^ 
cantile  interest  ceased  to  be  productive;  many  were  impoverished  by 
their  risks ;  the  most  sanguine  were  discouraged,  and  failures  were  fre- 
quent. The  following  is  a  sample  of  an  issue  less  disastrous  than  that  of 
many  of  the  voyages  undertaken  at  that  time. 

Arrived  in  New  York,  May,  1810,  the  brig  Sally,  Bingley,  of  Norwich, 
27  days  from  Antigua.  She  had  been  taken  by  the  French,  retaken  by 
the  English,  carried  into  Antigua,  paid  one-eighth  for  salvage  and  costs, 
and  was  then  allowed  to  return  home. 

In  181 1,  cargoes  of  considerable  value  were  brought  into  Norwich  from 
Cnyeime,  Demerara,  St.  Michael,  and  St  Bartholomew ;  in  all  there  were 
eight  or  ten  arrivals  that  year,  but  in  1812  only  three  entries  are  found. 

26  Feb.  an*,  sip.  Windlinm,  John  Doanc,  from  St.  Bartholomew  with  goods  to  D. 
Ripley,  J.  11.  Strong,  T.  M.  nnd  Joseph  Huntington. 

19  June,  arr.  sch.  Hnrriet,  Alexander  Allyn  ;  goods  to  D.  Lathrop,  C.  Eells,  and 
Lyman  Brewer. 

25  June,  arr.  brig  Park,  Joseph  Binglcy,  from  Angostura;  goods  to  D.  Bipley,  Au* 
gustus  Perkins,  &c. 

These  were  the  last  arrivals  before  the  war,  and  with  these  the  palmy 
days  of  the  West  India  trade  terminate. 

During  the  six  or  eight  years  that  preceded  the  war  of  1812,  more  than 
a  thousand  merchant  vessels  had  been  captured  and  carried  into  British 


porta  for  adjuclicntion,  and  either  wliolty  coofiacaleil  or  compelleil  to  puy 
large  sums  for  salrngc  or  redemption. 

But  tlio  gretitcst  inJtgnity  ofTcred  to  Americana  vaa  the  practice  of 
Impressment  aod  aearch  tvliidi  lira  British  clnimed  and  maintained  as  a 
tight.  Many  a  fine  American  Bailor  waa  clutched  and  forced  into  invol' 
nntary  service  on  board  of  a  British  war  vessel  in  this  way.  Two  inatan' 
ces  in  which  the  Norwich  marinu  was  compelled  to  ^icld  a  victim  to  these 
UTOgont  demands  will  Le  bricflj  noticed. 

In  1707,  Avery  Tinker  of  Norwich  was  impreaaed  fram  on  board  the 
Incrclinnt  ship  Hope.  At  n  foreign  port  ho  contrived  to  escape,  and  ulti- 
tnately  obtained  refuge  in  an  American  vessel,  but  on  tlie  passage  homo 
Was  accidentally  knocked  crvcrhoard  and  drowned. 

In  1708,  Charles,  son  of  Stephen  Barker  of  Norwich,  enlisted  in  the 
armed  Bcliooner  Oaliot,  which  sailed  from  New  York  for  some  foreign 
port  under  Cnpt.  Hudson.  On  tlic  voyage  the  schooner  was  upset  in  n 
squall,  and  tha  people  taken  from  the  wreck  by  a  New  York  brig  bound 
to  Cndii.  They  found  that  nott  blockade*!  by  nn  English  squadron,  the 
commander  of  which  overhauled  (he  American  brig,  and  imjiresseil  the 
whole  of  the  crew  that  had  been  shipwrecked,  enccpt  Cnpt.  Hudson, 
transferring  them  lo  the  Edgar,  74. 

Several  of  these  seamen  were  [irobably  never  heard  from  by  their  reI-« 
alives.  Tliree  years  aflcnvani  the  father  of  young  Barker  received  a 
letter  from  him  dated  on  board  tlio  F^lgar  in  the  Dnllic  Hea,  Jane  8, 1801. 
This  was  shortly  nf\cr  the  lerrtlic  balllu  of  Copenhagen,  of  which  Ibs^ 
writer  gave  some  dotails,  but  tho  burden  of  hia  cpistlo  was,  that  tho  doc> 
nments  necessary  to  procure  his  release  should  be  sent  to  him,  that  he 
might  return  to  his  country  and  his  friends.  Tlie  papers  were  fbrwordcdt 
u)d  repeated  applicationB  afterward  mode  in  his  bebalf,  but  in  vain. 


The  names  of  vessels  ore  very  snggoative.  Some  of  those  thnt  we  find 
on  the  Norwich  roll  sound  well,  and  are  indicative  of  good  taste.  Sueh 
are,  the  Bising  Sun,  the  Lady  Washington,  the  Young  Eagle,  tlie  Minervsy 
the  Ariel,  the  Lark,  the  Olive,  and  the  Dove.  Others  leas  euplionioua,— 
Chloe,  Nabby,  Patty,  Peggy,  Deborah,  and  the  liker- were  doubtless  de* 
ugned  to  commemorate  familiar  names  in  the  families  of  the  ownersi 
The  brig  Little  Joe,  and  the  sloop  Little  Nat,  refer  to  two  yoimg  members 
of  the  Howland  family.  The  brig  Josephas  indicates  that  Joseph  Wil- 
liams, a  large  ship-owner,  was  interested  in  its  sDccess.  The  brig  Esse- 
quibo  Pocket,  and  the  ship  Stabrmck,  point  to  the  commercial  intercoarse 
with  Dutch  Guiana.  Negotiator,  Enlerpriaer,  Regulator,  give  an  impre»> 
Non  of  stability  in  their  owneia.  The  ship  "Three  Friends"  probably 
originated  from  the  amicable  relations  of  three  owners,  Coit,  I 
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HuntingtoD.  The  ship  Eleven  Sons,  of  this  period,  owned  in  New  Lon- 
don, and  the  schooner  Nine  Sisters,  belonging  to  Connecticut  river,  were 
probably  founded  on  fact,  perpetuating  rare  instances  of  household  rela- 
tion. 

The  schooner  Tum-of-times,  built  during  the  Sevolutionaiy  war,  indi- 
cated the  desire  of  the  people  for  the  return  of  peace ;  but  unfortunately 
it  was  captured  before  tliat  blessed  Tum-of-times  came.  One  of  the  flour- 
ishing light  sloops  of  New  London  was  aptly  named  the  Nimble-Nincpence. 
This  also  fell  a  prey  to  the  enemy. 


Capt  Christopher  Colvcr  is  now  the  oldest  ship-master  in  Norwich, 
and  the  only  one  whose  voyages  reach  back  to  the  last  century.  Capt. 
Sylvester  Bill,  of  nearly  equal  age,  who  commanded  tlie  armed  ship  Hope 
in  1797,  died  at  New  York  in  1861,  aged  91  years. 

Capt.  Colver  is  a  native  of  New  London,  but  came  to  Norwich  in  1790, 
and  became  master  of  a  ship  in  1802.  After  the  war  with  Great  Britain, 
ho  went  into  tlie  European  carrying  trade,  sailing  principally  from  south- 
ern ports,  and  was  constantly  engaged  for  nearly  thirty  years.      * 

In  the  course  of  his  voyages  ho  has  visited  all  tlie  noted  West  India 
ports,  and  those  on  the  northern  coast  of  South  America ;  tlie  Western 
and  Madeira  Islands ;  Tangier,  Cadiz,  Gibraltar,  Alicant,  St  Ubes,  Lis- 
bon, Havre,  Bayonne,  London,  Liverpool ;  several  Irish  ports,  and  Arch- 
angel in  the  Arctic  ocean.  He  now  enjoys  a  green  old  nge,  furnishing 
occasional  marine  reports  for  the  newspapers,  and  occupying  the  same 
house  in  Franklin  street  which  he  purchased  in  November,  1800.  Juno 
8lli,  18G5,  he  celebrated  his  90th  birthday. 


It  hiia  been  licrelofore  oliscrved  Ihut  tlie  mcrcbnnts  before  Ibe  war  liiul 
•  direct  imporlalions  from  Englund.     Two  or  tlireo  ti 

t  out  from  litis  weislern  Tlinmes  would  iiccomplUb  its  n 
tnd  work  iu  wny  back  again  wilh  assortuJ  gooiU  nnd  tht  freshest  advieei 
yVmt  Z.ondon.  It  seems  to  have  been  a  point  of  honor  to  mainlain  an 
Opmi  eomnianicalion  between  these  granite  hill-si<les  and  tbc  old  world. 

Aftar  the  peace  was  well  established,  Iliis  trade  ivas  renewed,  but  wilh 
dlnlnithcd  enterprise.  It  never  bei:aine  of  much  note  or  importance  ;  yet 
•  fiw  notices  respecting  it  liuving  been  collected,  nmy  be  worlh  prefiervin^ 
M  pononal  incidents  connected  with  the  bislor;  of  the  timc9.  Tliey  will 
bslnticduccd  here  as  an  episode  from  iho  rualiiiig  tide  oftratllc  Hint  after 
Um  Bevolutionnrj'  war  aet  with  atciuly  current  toward  llio  tropica. 

The  small  size  of  Iho  vessels  employed  in  iho  Kiiropenn  trade,  nnd  tlio 
length  of  the  voyngca,  coiilmstod  with  tlio  innjctitic  nmrcli  over  lliu  ducp 
of  an  ocenn  steamer  nt  the  present  dny,  exhibits  in  strong  relief  tho  ail- 
vnntttge  of  steam  in  facilitating  intercourse  with  Europe. 

Memoranda  of  European  Voj/offt$  after  ih*  P»ae»  of  Versaillti. 

The  brig  Hancock,  CapL  Ilczckinh  Perkins,  sailed  for  Amsterdam  in 
April,  17^3;  lull  thiit  port  on  her  return,  August  18,  but  meeting  with  n 
heavy  gale,  put  back  to  Deal  to  rujiair  damages,  and  came  fi'om  thence  in 
48  days,  arriving  at  New  London  Nov.  A. 

In  1784,  the  brig  Rnnger,  CapL  Robert  McKown,  madi^  a  voyage  to 
London,  where  she  arrived  Sept  24.  Outward  passage,  44  days ;  return, 
CO. 

In  November  of  that  year,  Ilowland&Coit  sent  to  London  "the  strong- 
built  double-deck  brigimtine  Little  Joe,  Gunlon  Bill,  master." 

In  1785,  Capt.  Bill  made  two  voyages  to  Europe  in  the  Centurion,  a 
ship  of  1  CO  Ions,  which  was  afterwards  sent  to  Richmond,  and  there  sold 
in  April,  178G. 

Capt.  Timothy  Parker  made  several  trips  (o  Europe  in  tlie  brig  Knlh- 
erine.    June  19, 1788,  he  arrived  from  the  Isle  of  May;  July  22,  cleared 
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for  Dublin  with  a  cargo  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  timberi  Sbc^  and  arrived 
again  afler  eight  weeks  passage,  Nor.  15. 

Voyages  to  Liverpool  were  also  made  before  the  year  1790,  by  Capt. 
Robert  Niles  and  Capt.  John  Howland.  In  1791,  the  sloop  Success,  L 
Glover,  went  on  a  trading  adventure  to  Copenhagen. 

A  list  of  several  successive  voyages  made  by  Captain  Pride  in  the  brigs 
Charlotte  and  Friendship,  will  servo  as  a  fair  sample  of  the  nature  and 
amount  of  the  Irish  trade  at  this  period. 

Baio  CnARLOTTB,  Absalom  Pbidb,  Jb. 

1791.  Entered  from  LiTcrpool  3  Nor :  datics  on  the  cargo  464.04. 

1792.  Cleared  for  Dublin  10  Jnnunrj,  with  flax-eood,  penrl-ash,  timber,  tninnels,  3| 

tons  snsAnfmfl,  and  20  lbs.  sarsapnrilia. 
Entrrcd,  5  July,  with  goods  to  Urioli  Tracy,  Simoon  Thomas,  &c.    Dutios 

116G.87. 
Cleared  11  Aug.  for  Dublin. 
Entered  17  Dee;  duties  577.74. 

1793.  Cleared  for  Dublin  21  Jan.  with  600  lbs.  myrtle  wax,  20  cords  of  wood,  pot- 

ash, &c. 
Entered  from  Lirerpool  18  Juljr;  duties  432.57. 

1794.  Entorcd  10  Feb.  after  a  pnnsago  homo  of  95  days. 

1795.  25  Mnrrh  clcnrpd  for  Dublin,  brig  Friendship,  A.  Frido  Jr.  with  potash,  planks, 

liido9,  staves,  trunnels  and  horn-tips. 

These  notices  of  lading  show  what  articles  found  a  market  in  Great 
Britain.     One  invoice  had  among  its  items  419  tierces  of  sumach. 

In  179G  a  small  ship  was  built  in  Norwich  for  the  Irish  trade,  called 
the  Cores.  She  was  commanded  bj  RoswcU  Hoath,  and  her  first  voyage 
was  tiiiurtiially  prosperous,  being  absent  only  a  week  over  three  months, 
and  bringing  in  a  valuable  cargo.  But  in  her  second  or  third  voyage  she 
was  taken  23  days  out  by  a  French  armed  vessel,  earned  into  a  French 
port,  and  both  vessel  and  cargo  condemned. 

Tiicj  Young  JCaglo  wjis  another  small  ship  employed  in  this  trade.  She 
IS  first  nolicocl  as  arriving  at  New  London  in  November,  1793,  from  Os- 
tciul,  Klias  Lord,  master.  She  came  in  again  under  the  same  commander 
June  2,  179 1,  in  53  days  from  Liverpool,  and  continued  for  two  or  three 
years  longer  in  this  line  of  trade,  Jcdidiah  Perkins,  master. 

In  1798  (lie  Irish  .trade  was  prosecuted  by  the  brig  Neptune,  Perkins; 
sloop  Endeavor,  James  Ilarlowe ;  and  schooner  Eliza,  B.  Freeman.  The 
Nci»tnne  in  a  return  voyage  was  boarded,  July  17,  by  a  French  privateer 
of  1 6  guns,  called  the  Tiger,  and  plundered  of  several  bales  of  dry -goods 
and  crates  of  crockery.  Letters  were  opened,  and  other  enormities  com- 
mitted. She  arrived  Sept  2d,  71  days  from  Liverpool,  with  nothing  left 
of  her  cargo  but  salt. 

In  June,  1799,  the  schooner  Victory,  Ilarlowe,  from  Liverpool,  con- 
signed to  Thomas  Mumford  and  Jabez  Perkins,  paid  a  duty  of  $2798.46: 


L 
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a  very  large  amount,  as  (he  charged  then  ranged  on  European  goodj. 
Tlie  schooner  Mury,  Solomon  Sicwart,  cnnie  from  Liverpool  the  same 
aeaaon,  with  gooda  to  Alplieiis  Dunham,  Lallirop  &  EelU,  Kbenexcr  unil 
£rashiB  Tluntinglon,  and  others. 

July  15,  1800,  arrived  ship  Three  Friends,  Wm.  Coil,  Jr.,  C4  dnya 
from  Livcr[)Ool,  witli  gootla  to  Jidwi  Huntington,  Peter  I^nmnn,  and 
others.  In  April,  1801,  arrived  scliooner  Eliza,  Itenajtili  Tiding irell,  lu 
65  days  from  LtverpooL 

The  brig  Ceres,  ao  called  in  remembrance  of  the  lost  ship  of  llint  nniiie, 
was  built  at  Norwich  in  1804  for  the  Irish  trade,  Boswell  lionlh,  com- 
mander. Her  first  voyage  was  lo  Cork,  from  whence  she  an-ived  at  New 
ToA  with  ten  passengers,  which  waa  then  considered  s  large  company  of 
emigrants,  Jan.  2.5, 1805.  She  came  n  few  days  Inter  to  New  London, 
and  reported  "a  tedious  passage  of  lOO  days  from  Newry." 

Vessels  going  to  Spain  anil  Portugal  carried  chiefly  provisions  and  sil- 
ver dollars ;  bringing  back  wines,  fruits,  brandy,  drugs,  and  silks. 

SI  Feb.  lT9t.  DiriTDiI  iloop  Honor,  Willinm  Pollnrd,  from  Cadb,  wilh  gooib  cod- 
rigned  to  Joseph  flowlnnJ ;  duiica  1S9,UC.  Left  u  Cuilia,  »cli.  Failj,  Aides,  or  Noiv 
vicb. 

B8  Oct.  1730,  arrived  lirig  Itaeorcry,  John  Wobb,  froin  Lisbon  witligood*  lo  Jotopb 
ITUIInma;  datlci  500.07. 

U  March,  I79S,  enicrod  from  lh»  I*la  of  Hny,  Portuffnl,  iliip  Mercury,  lleickiah 
Fwktnt;  ilutioa  SS1.40. 

Tlieao  examples  aro  Biimcient  to  aurvo  as  illuniintioiia  of  this  tnidch  1 
Tbe  briga  Neptune,  Atalaiita  and  Dca|>atc)i  were  engaged  iu  it.    Cuptuiiis 
Wbtting,  Loring  and  Uoswell  wora  popular  couimaiidera. 

The  experience  of  Norwich  ahip-mostcrs  was  oAcn  employed  in  (he 
•erviee  of  other  ports.  In  1801,  we  find  Capt.  Rockwell  at  Amsterdam 
in  the  ship  Commerce,  and  RoswcU  Roatli  at  London  in  the  Juliana,  New 
York  vessels.  CapL  Tracy  commanded  the  ship  Eugenia  in  voyages  to 
Bordeaux.  Other  instances  might  be  mentioned,  and  they  became  more 
numerous  in  later  years.  A  New  England  aliip-mostcr,  when  business  at 
home  failed,  was  sure  to  find  honorable  employment  either  at  New  York 
or  in  some  of  the  southern  ports.  Moreover  the  merchants  of  Norwich, 
New  London,  and  other  ports  in  Connecticut,  were  largely  interested  in 
New  York  shipping,  and  tbe  imports  mado  by  them  directly  wuro  oflea 
received  via  New  York. 

la  planning  a  commercial  adventure,  it  was  not  uncommon  to  combine 
a  fishing  voyage  with  European  trade.  It  saved  the  drain  of  silver  to 
pay  for  imported  goods.  A  license  for  fishing  and  a  foreign  passport  were 
obtained,  and  the  vessel  cleared  for  the  cod-Ssheries  and  a  market.  Sev- 
eral Norwich  schooners  entered  into  Ibis  line  of  traE^  particularly  be- 
tween 1802  and  1808. 
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The  schooner  Mechanic,  Capt  Berry,  arrived  at  New  London  March 
6, 1805,  in  92  days  from  Barcelona,  with  a  cargo  of  brandy  to  N.  How- 
land  and  J.  Brown ;  duties  $2198.14.  Capt.  Berry  sailed  the  next  month 
for  **  Green  Island  and  Europe,"  in  the  brig  Dolphin. 

The  Norwich  Courier,  May  1,  1805,  gives  notice  that  a  fleet  of  five 
brigs  and  schooners  had  dropped  down  the  river,  bound  to  the  Straits  of 
Bcllisle  on  fishing  adventures,  and  (hat  four  others  were  nearly  ready  to 
follow.  These  were  the  brigs  Hiram,  Austin ;  Iris,  Chr.  Stanton ;  Dol- 
phin, Berry ;  and  the  schooners  Betsey,  Loring ;  Amelia,  Fitch ;  Thetis, 
Hall;  Chelsea,  Doane;  Jane,  Berry;  and  the  Mechanic  These  nine 
vessels  were  afterward  reported  safe  at  Green  Island,  and  a  part  of  them 
visited  the  Mediterranean  before  returning  home. 

In  180G,  the  schooner  Jane,  Berry,  from  the  Straits  of  Belleisle,  bound 
up  the  Mediterranean,  was  taken  by  the  English,  on  pretence  of  her 
attempting  to  go  into  Cadiz,  and  sent  into  Gibraltar,  where  she  was 
cleared  and  proceeded  on  her  voyage ;  arrived  late  in  the  season  at  Bos- 
ton, GO  days  from  Alicant 

The  ship  Walter,  Lord,  was  also  taken  by  the  British  and  ordered  into 
Gibrnllnr,  but  was  rcLikcn  by  the  captain,  and  went  into  Cadiz,  from 
whence  she  returned  to  New  York  in  safety. 

June  G,  180G,  arrived  brig  Dulphin,  Farewell  Coit,  GO  days  from  Alge- 
siras,  with  goods  to  «Iesse  Brown,  Jr.,  Levi  Huntington,  and  E.  Coit  &  Co., 
paying  a  duty  of  $G454.10,  which  we  believe  to  be  the  highest  duty 
assessed  on  any  one  consignment  from  Europe  to  Norwich  merchants. 

The  Dolphin  cleared  in  May,  1807,  Saxton  Berry,  master,  for  Green 
Island  and  Europe,  with  license  to  trade,  and  came  from  Alicant  in  De- 
cember with  goods  to  Jesse  Brown  &  Son. 

But  this  peculiar  line  of  business  soon  declined.  Other  ports  were 
more  favorably  situated  for  engaging  in  the  fisheries,  and  the  New  Eng- 
land vessels  were  all  more  or  less  annoyed  by  British  competitors, .  and 
sometimes  driven  from  the  ground. 

The  commercial  interests  of  Norwich,  in  their  long  progress,  have  been 
impeded  by  so  many  sources  of  discouragement,  that  their  continued  pur- 
suit displays  a  more  than  ordinary  spirit  of  enterprise  in  the  community. 
Unsuccessful  investments  of  talent  and  capital  seem  only  to  lead  the  way 
to  greater  exertions  and  a  more  active  perseverance. 

In  1799,  a  company  was  formed  for  prosecuting  the  sealing  and  whaling 
business.  They  fitted  out  the  ship  Susannah,  and  gave  the  command  to 
Capt.  James  l^lunsell,  an  enterprising  young  navigator,  who  had  made 
several  prosperous  West  India  voyages.  The  Susannah  sailed  from  New 
London  Oct.  15,  going  out  under  convoy  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Connecticut. 
She  spent  the  next  summer  in  sealing  upon  the  coast  of  Patagonia,  but 
being  at  last  driven  out  to  sea  by  heavy  gales,  she  went  into  the  river 
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La  FUta,  and  from  tlience  to  Rio  Janeiro,  vrliere  Ca[)t.  Muniicll  died  of 
llie  small  pox.  The  siiip  wiia  aubac<juenlly  wi-ccked  on  ilic  const  of  Kni- 
zil,  and  vessel  nnd  cargo  totally  loaL  Clmrlua  Filch,  tlio  Giiporcnrj^,  nnd 
most  of  llio  ci-ow  returned  Iiomo  in  anfelj. 

The  aeliooncr  Oneco,  fitted  out  hy  llie  eame  company,  snilcd  only  a 
week  later  tliau  the  Susannuh.  Rho  winlcrcd  at  the  Fuikliind  Ijlniuls ; 
took  5000  skins  on  the  coast  of  Fiilagonin,  ran  up  the  border  of  Chili  to 
Viil|)araiso  for  supplies,  and  wns  there  seized  and  confiscated  hj  tlia 
Spanish  authorities. 

The  luune  cam[)anj  purclioscd  the  ship  Minntonomo,  and  filled  her  for 
whaling.  She  soiled  SUi  SeplomUer,  1800,  under  Valentine  Swain,  Jr., 
clearing  for  Canlon,  with  the  design  of  whaling  upon  ihc  iiortli-west  coast 
of  Norlli  America,  nnd  circumnavigating  the  globe  on  the  voyage  home. 
She  was  nt  St.  Mary's,  Paeilic  ocean,  in  April,  1801,  but  nllerwnnl  on  ihe 
coast  of  Chili  became  involved  in  difltcultics  with  ihc  Spanish  nulhoritlea, 
from  which  she  was  never  exlricalcd.  The  Mars,  Eent  out  by  llie  same 
company,  and  commanded  by  onoihcr  Cuplnin  Swnin,  met  with  a  simitar 
fule. 

These  vessels,  all  nearly  new,  well  Riled,  and  wilh  ofDccrs  ond  crews 
carefully  selected,  ai^ur  deuring  at  the  cusloni- house,  never  again  npi>car 
in  our  records.  Slost  6f  the  seamen  returned,  working  fivm  one  point  to 
another  in  various  ways,  but  enduring  many  hurdahips  before  they  readied 
home. 

In  1709,  an  nltemjit  was  made  lo  oslabli^li  n  direct  intcn;oiirsc  wilh  Iho 

East  Indies.    Tho  ship  I'licillc,  Solomon  Tngniliiiiu,  was  soiit  out  fur  llio 

purpose  of  purcliosing  good.4  at  Oalcutla.     She  cleared  at  New  London, 

.  May  14,  "for  Madeira  and  a  market,"  and  mci-ely  touching  nt  Madeira, 

arrived  at  Calcutta  in  200  days.     She  took  out  no  cargo. 

The  East  India  trade  was  then  arranged  on  a  different  basis  from  what 
it  ii  at  prcsenL  The  homeward  cargo,  consisting  chiefly  of  cotton  goods, 
was  paid  for  in  curi'cnt  money.  Spanish  dolhii's  wore  thercforo  carried 
out  OS  the  medium  of  uicchango.  Sinco  that  period,  hales  of  colloii  and 
bilb  on  London  have  been  used,  and  the  goods  imported  are  saltpetre, 
indigo,  various  gums  and  dyes,  &c.  Capt.  Ingrabam  sailed  from  Calcutta 
on  the  homeward  voyage,  March  14,  1799.  A  few  days  out,  even  before 
leaving  Bengal  Bay,  be  was  taken  by  a  French  privateer,  a  price  crew 
sent  on  board,  and  the  vessel  ordered  to  the  Isle  of  France.  Just  before 
reaching  that  island,  a  British  man-of-mar  discovered  her,  and  pursued  so 
closely  that  the  French  commander  ran  the  crai^  ashore,  and  escaped  with 
his  crew.  The  British  took  the  cargo  for  tlieir  prey,  and  burnt  the 
vessel 

Capt.  Ingndiam  and  John  Hamilton,  supercargo  of  the  Pacific,  wilh 
Hveral  other  Americana  that  had  been  taken  and  carried  to  Mauritius^ 
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led  the  island  in  a  cartel  for  Boston  to  be  exchanged.  The  vessel  on 
ncaring  the  coast  encountered  a  violent  gale,  and  was  wrecked  upon  Cape 
Cod.  Happily  no  lives  were  lost,  and  Capt  Ingraham  arrived  in  Nor- 
wich Dec.  24, 1799.  We  find  him  in  1800  advertising  Chinese  and  India 
goods, — IVladras  long  cloths,  Pckin  and  sinchew  silks,  bandannas,  santa- 
fours,  and  Nansouk  muslins, — received  by  tlie  Nancy,  another  East  India 
ship,  in  which  he  had  an  interest. 

Cnpt.  Ingralinm  aflcrwards  made  two  or  more  voyages  to  the  East  in 
the  ship  Virginia,  sailing  from  New  York.  He  died  at  Madras,  Aug.  15| 
1805,  in  the  40lh  year  of  his  ago. 

Two  of  the  sons  of  Thomas  Hubbard,  proprietor  of  the  Norwich 
Conner,  were  for  a  considerable  perioil  i*csidcnts  in  the  East  Indies. 
Th<>iii:u»,  Ihc  ohlosf,  went  to  Calcutta  in  the  early  part  of  the  century,  and 
obtained  n  situation  as  printer,  in  connection  with  Dr.  Hunter,  who  was 
the  government  printer  and  director  of  the  Ilindostance  press  in  that  city. 
Af\er  his  return  home,  he  went  into  the  commission  business  at  Richmond, 
Vn.,  of  the  firm  of  Hubbard  Sc  Lyman,  but  continued  his  correspondence 
with  the  East,  and  made  in  all  four  voyages  to  Calcutta  and  two  to  Batavia* 
Ho  (lind  at  the  latter  place  in  1817,  in  the  35th  year  of  his  age. 

Amos  II.  Hubbard,  at  a  very  early  age,  followed  his  brother  to  Cal- 
cutta, and  arriving  there  just  as  the  latter  left  for  home,  took  the  placo 
vacated  by  him  in  the  printing  oflicc  with  Dr.  Hunter.  AVlien  the  island 
of  Java  was  taken  by  the  British  in  1811,  the  government  press  was 
removed  to  Batavia,  by  order  of  Sir  Thomas  Stamford  Bafiles,  the  Eng- 
lish Li<!ut.  Governor.  Mr.  Hubbard  went  with  it,  and  Dr.  Hunter  dying 
soon  aflerward,  tlie  management  of  the  press  devolved  upon  him.  He 
continued  in  charge,  and  printed  the  "Java  Government  Gazeite,**  till  the 
island  was  restored  to  the  Dutch,  nearly  five  years.  He  returned  to  tins 
country  in  1817,  in  the  ship  America,  which  had  been  chartered  in  New 
York  by  his  order  and  was  furnished  by  him  with  its  cargo. 

A  limited  amount  of  trade  with  European  ports,  Lisbon,  Bilboa,  Liver- 
pool, &c.,  was  kept  up  until  broken  off  by  the  second  war  with  England. 
A  few  more  items  will  be  given  as  specimens. 

25  Feb.  1807  :  nrrivcd  brig  Mnria,  Moses  Uillard,  60  days  fipom  Lisbon. 

May  9  :  cleared  for  Nan tz,  brig  Traveller,  Walter  Lester;  arrived,  on  the  retom 
voyage,  29  OctolKsr,  46  days  from  Bilboa. 

In  1809,  the  ship  Stabroeck,  Charles  Roekwell,  made  a  voyage  to  Cork  and  Liver- 
pool. 

In  Jan.  1810,  arrived  from  Liverpool,  brig  Fox,  John  Parker,  with  salt,  coal,  crates 
of  crockery,  &c.,  consigned  to  Roger  Huntington  and  E.  &  E.  Iluntington ;  daties, 

•  Cnpt.  Fngraham  married  In  1798,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Andrew  Perkins.  His 
houso  ill  Norwirh  war.  on  the  Plain,  next  to  that  of  Uev.  Walter  King.  Ho  left  no 
children.    His  relict  married  Capt.  John  L.  Boswcll,  being  his  second  wife. 
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$3-13.73.  Tho  Fox  claarcd  for  Cadiz  tUe  next  Jaly,  and  returDOtl  In  Novcmlcr, — 13 
day*  pnuogo. 

Tlio  Cliclacn,  Clir.  Colvcr,  snilcJ  Tor  Alicnut  in  Jiinnnr;,  ISIO,  Asa  Filcli,  pnaxcn- 
ger.  On  tlio  return  voyngo,  nrtivu.l  IT  July,  106  Jays  from  Ali^ttnl.uuJ  87  from  Cpo- 
lur,  witli  gooda  vonBigncil  Id  Potcr  Lanitinn,  Enutua  Coit  &  Co.,  and  othcro.  Tlia 
Clielacn  inilod  again  in  Oclobcr,  buutid  to  Cadii,  under  Farowdt  Coit. 

Aug,  3,  1811,  nrrivod  brig  Dave,  Colver,  63  duys  from  Liverpool,  pnuonger  Itogor 
BuDllngton.  Tlie  suine  year  Cupt,  Wulior  Lester  made  a  voyage  to  IJibon  in  ilia 
Bclioonor  Roucy,  and  in  April,  ISIS,  tlra  Cliolsoo,  Jonathan  Li»ter,  cloatcd  at  tho  cus- 
tomhouae  far  the  Bamc  port,  returning  lofuly  in  July. 

After  Goddaid  &  WillianiB  entered  iiilo  the  iluuring  buainc^  nt  Nor- 
wicli  Falls,  ibeir  prineipul  correspondence  was  with  RicUmoiiil  and  ullior 
fioutlicrn  ports,  but  they  sent  one  vessel  to  Europe,  viz.,  the  Ann  &  Mury, 
Hobert  N.  A  very,  which  eleiired  ut  New  London  in  November,  1812,  with 
a  cnrgo  of  Sour. 

These  were  the  lust  undertakings  before  the  war.  The  direct  transit  (a 
Europe  ceased,  and  no  Norwich  vessel  wna  again  fitted  out  for  that  coast 
tJU  1833,  when  the  sliip  Boaton  wus  sent  to  Bremen  hy  T^cster  &  Co. 

It  tiaa  been  already  noliceil  that  the  veasels  employed  in  this  trade  were 
of  comparatively  smull  capneily  and  mcasiiremeuL  But  at  Ilmt  jicriod  Ilia 
vessels  of  the  larger  jiorts,  New  York  ami  Buslon,  ivere  on  the  same  lim- 
ited scale,  insignificant  in  size  and  uquipiucnt,  compared  wilh  lliu  prijicely 
merchantmen  of  the  present  day. 


In  the  advertisements  of  the  old  traders,  w 
received  direct  from  London,  Bristol,  Dublin, 


ol^en  find  notices  of  gr>u<ls 
,nd  Livcrjmol.     Exaiuplua : 


Feb.  IT,  ITHS.  Ttiamai  Fanning  lioi  Juit  imported  dfnct  rrora  London  and  now 
opened  for  uls  at  his  slara  oppoiite  liia  dwclling-liome  lietweca  tlio  Town  and  Laud- 
ing An  uMrtment  of  Ennii>can  and  India  goods. 

IT8T.    John  Moore  hai  Irish  tinoni  and  ciiiatici  juit  from  Dublin  for  sale. 

ITSili  Woodbridge  &  Snow  bavs  for  aale  "  toaa  direct  ftom  China ;  froth  Bolie*, 
Hy*oa  and  Uyion-iliin." 

1793.    JoMph  Howland  hoi  for  mIo  "MDnchoilor  goods  diiect  from  thamanufoo- 

1800,  Jabes  Hnnlington  &  Co.  advertiie  ''lalt,  nails,  crockory,  and  bardwan, 
direct  fioxa  Liverpool  by  the  ship  Three  Friends." 

IB(M.  "PeiarLanman  Jr.  import*  from  England  and  keeps  for  sale,  cmntglaM, 
luidwue,  ic" 


CMAf HSR  XXXIX. 

MbKorahda  or  Disastius* 

Wj5  Imve  tlius  ffir  spoken  of  the  trndc  of  Norwich  chiefly  ill  respect  to 
its  nmnitiit  niul  success*  It  may  not  bo  nmiss  to  roTiew  the  ground,  and 
chronicle  n  few  striking  incidents  thnt  diyci^ifled  the  scene  (tnd  gave  it  a 
dnrk  side. 

In  September,  1783,  Cnpti  Azariah  Millard,  who  sailed  from  Norwich 
in  August,  encountered  a  hurricane  at  sea,  by  which  his  tessel  was  over- 
set, and  all  on  board  perished  except  Joseph  Pierce,  the  mate^  who  dung 
to  the  wreck,  and  after  a  fearful  experience,  was  taken  off  and  returned 
home  in  safctj* 

In  August,  l785,  the  sloop  Lydia,  Zachariah  Bill,  was  wrecked  in  a 
gale  near  St.  Martin's ;  the  vessel  and  cargo  lost,  and  one  man  drowned* 
In  the  same  gale,  two  other  sloops  belonging  to  Norwich,  St.  Mark,  Capt« 
Rossiter,  and  the  John,  Capt.  White,  were  driven  otit  to  sea,  and  suffered 
Considerable  damagCi 

March  5,  1780,  Cnpt.  Henry  Billings  ill  the  schooner  Humbird  wai 
cast  away  at  St.  Eustatia ;  vessel  and  most  of  the  cargo  lost 

During  the  winter  of  1/87,  the  schooner  Virgin,  Alpheus  Billings,  out- 
wnrd  bound,  was  cast  away  on  the  coast  of  Demarara ;  vessel  and  cargd 
Io9t< 

In  l^cbrunry,  1788,  the  brig  Clarissa  came  in  from  Port*au*Prinee  | 
her  master,  William  Loring,  had  died  on  the  passage  home,  just  as  they 
Came  upon  the  coast.  The  vessel  touched  at  Elizabeth  Islands,  and 
buried  Cnpt.  Loring  at  Tarpaulin  Cove,  "that  very  cold  Tuesday/*  Feb- 
funry  5th. 

March  24lli,  Asa  AVaterman,  homeward  bound  from  Port-au-Prince  in 
the  brig  Fannj,  was  wrecked  in  a  fog  upon  Narragansett  Beach*  In 
November,  the  sloop  Polly,  C.  Cook,  was  lost  at  Deef  Island  on  the  coast 
of  Maine.    The  people  and  part  of  the  lumber  saved. 

August  22,  1788,  the  brig  Narcissa  arrived  from  the  coast  of  Africa, 
^aclmriah  Bill  late  master.  Four  days  from  the  African  coast,  Capt.  Bill 
died,  and  Cnpt.  Mortimer  took  command,  returning  home  by  Demarara 
find  St.  Eustatia* 
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In  1780,  diaftslcra  were  numerous.  The  sloop  Nnncy,  Klins  LonI,  lost 
her  whole  deck-load  of  Block  in  a  gale.  Cnpl.  Hciekiah  Perkins,  in  tlio 
brig  Neptune,  bound  to  Aux  Cnyea,  lost  his  miiininnat  nnd  ihiri^-Blx 
horsca.  In  the  same  gala  the  aliip  Joscphus,  E.  ITuiilingtun,  lust  main 
and  mizxcn  nin.st  and  ucnrly  Riiy  head  of  uutlte.  In  Decetnlwr,  mh  iccd 
were  receiveO  tlial  Capt.  John  Ilowlund  of  the  achooncr  Sloilesly  (who 
sailed  feom  New  Londun  the  last  of  Jiity)  had  died  at  sea,  iii  uUu  his 
mate,  Robert  Wattles ,  Thomas  George,  a  seaman,  and  Mr.  Joshua  Pico, 
merchant  of  Norwich,  who  went  out  with  Ciipt.  Ilowlund  as  a  piusciiger, 
for  Ilia  hetillb.  During  the  same  season,  the  whole  erew  of  the  stoop 
Lively,  of  Norwicli,  with  the  exception  of  Ihc  master,  Capt.  Xlorlimcr, 
died  on  the  Afiican  const,  of  the  deadly  malaria  to  which  that  region  U 
subject. 

In  January,  1790,  the  brig  Friendship,  John  Pierce,  bound  to  Aux 
Cayes,  was  wrecked  on  the  I:ilc  dcs  Yaches,  atid  totally  losL 

The  sloop  Negoeiuior,  Zebadiah  Smithy  suiletl  for  Duinarnni,  Dec  7, 
1700,  and  in  lat.  37°  long.  74"  was  struck  t>y  a  lienvy  sen,  which  swept 
the  captain,  who  stood  at  tlie  helm,  overboard.  The  accident  oeeurivil  at 
midnight,  while  a  furious  gale  was  raging,  and  nothing  could  bo  done  by 
the  crow  to  save  their  unfurlunato  commander.  The  voyage  vtaa  com- 
pleted under  Nathaniel  Darker.* 

Id  March,  1794,  iJio  sloop  Harmony,  of  Norwich,  wns  met  with  at  sen, 
not  far  from  St.  Domingo,  drifting  aboul,  half  full  of  water,  wiih  no  one 
on  board,  her  saiU  gone,  and  what  rigging  remained,  useless.  Appiivciilly 
her  whole  crew  had  perisiicd. 

In  March,  1705,  the  brig  Nancy,  Capt.  John  Webb,  with  a  full  cargo 
of  rum  luid  sugar  from  Jamaica,  after  touching  at  New  London  and  taking 
in  several  passengers,  soiled  on  the  12iU  for  New  York,  imd  that  same 
night  was  cast  away  on  Eaton's  Neck,  and  vessel  and  cargo  lost.  The 
passengers  escaped  with  dilTicuUy ;  among  them  wero  Dr.  llenjiimin  Unt- 
ler,  B  large  owner  in  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Donison. 

Tb*'  ship  Speeulnlor,  J.  S.  Billings,  bound  to  tlio  West  Iiidiee,  inel  with 
a  gale,  eighteen  days  out,  in  which  she  broached  to,  overset,  and  had  all 
her  stock  swept  away.  By  cutting  awny  the  mizzen  mast,  she  righted  and 
became  managenblo,  but  having  lost  her  voyage,  sho  rctuiiied  into  jiort 
Nov.  11th. 

In  1796,  many  heavy  losses  were  sustained,  both  from  hostile  elements 
and  foreign  belligerents.  In  Marcli,  Park  Benjamin,  in  the  brig  Nancy, 
lost  forty-five  mules  overboard  in  a  gale  of  wind.  Moses  Benjamin,  in 
the  schooner  Beaver,  lost  nineteen  horses  and  two  men.     On  bis  return 

■  In  Sept«nibor,  IT93,  Cnpt.  Iwinc  B.  Durkoe,  In  (li«  sloop  B0IM7,  belonging  to 
8&mnal  Woodbtidga,  inilsd  far  Eiulatla,  Bad  beTora  arriving  ihcro,  discovered  that  iwd 
of  liii  cnw,  wliom  Ijo  liad  lUipped  at  Nuw  London,  wen:  fumalca. 
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voyage,  Capt  Park  Benjamin,  having  a  cargo  valued  at  $50,000,  was 
carried  into  Grenada,  where  he  was  obliged  to  paj  largely  to  get  cleared, 
and  during  the  detention,  lost  his  mate  and  all  his  people  by  putrid  fever. 
The  schooner  Chloe,  J.  Lord,  and  the  Crisis,  Cyprian  Cook,  were  over- 
hauled and  plundered  by  the  French ;  the  Lucy,  Gilbert,  carried  into  Gua- 
daloupe,  and  vessel  and  cargo  condemned. 

Jan.  11,  1798,  arrived  schooner  Fair  Lady,  Moses  Benjamin,  afler  a 
dreary  passage  of  83  days  from  Dcmarara.  Tlie  schooner  Sachem,  Jer- 
emiah Harris,  cleared  at  the  custom-house  in  April,  bound  to  the  Mole, 
but  before  reaching  her  port,  was  stranded  on  the  North  Caicus  and  went 
to  pieces. 

Two  very  striking  disasters,  in  which  not  the  suffering  vessels,  but  those 
which  came  to  the  rescue,  were  from  Norwich,  may  be  allowed  a  place  in 
our  chronicle. 

April  G,  1  Id!},  the  sloop  Prosperity,  Pai-k  Benjamin,  arrived  at  New 
London,  25  days  from  Esscquibo,  bringing  in  also  the  ship  Polly,  David 
Baldwin.  The  Polly  was  90  days  from  Dcmarara.  In  March,  during  a 
furious  gale,  slie  lost  rudder  and  sails,  and  was  thrown  on  her  beam  ends, 
which  shiHed  her  cargo  and  stove  several  hogsheads  of  rum.  She  was 
nHcrwards  driven  off  the  coast  seven  tiuics,  till  at  lost  she  was  met  and 
towed  in  by  Capt.  Benjamin. 

In  November,  1795,  the  ship  Columbus,  Capt.  Lathrop,  sailed  for 
Charleston.  On  the  passage  she  fell  in  with  a  schooner  from  Port  Dau- 
phin, bound  to  Boston,  with  only  one  living  man  on  board ;  the  others, 
five  in  number,  had  died  of  fever,  a  few  days  after  leaving  port.  Capt 
Lathrop  put  two  of  his  men  on  board,  and  the  vessel  arrived  safely  at 
New  London,  where  she  discharged  a  valuable  cargo. 

When  the  British  obtaitv?d  possession  of  the  French  Islands  in  1794, 
those  American  vessels  that  chanced  to  be  in  the  harbors  were  seized  and 
many  of  them  condemned  and  forfeited.  The  property  of  American  mer- 
chants on  the  Innd  was  Ukcwise  in  various  instances  confiscated.  From 
the  letter  of  a  ship-master,  dated  at  St.  Pierre,  March  2,  1794,  to  his  fam- 
ily in  Norwich,  we  give  a  short  extract : 

"  I  hnvc  lost  nil  my  property  by  the  Burrcndcr  of  St.  Pierre  to  the  English.  I  hare 
rot  only  lost  my  vessel  nnd  cargo,  but  my  wearing  apparel,  betiding,  books,  quadrant, 
and  nil  tlio  money  I  had  to  the  amount  of  1700  dollars.  Our  friend  and  neighbor  Capt. 
Fred.  Tracy  has  shared  the  same  fate." 

At  this  time  the  British  commanders  on  the  West  India  station  received 
orders  to  seize,  detain,  and  bring  to  legal  adjudication  all  vessels  laden 
with  the  produce  of  French  colonies  or  engaged  in  carrying  supplies  to 
said  colonics.  This  decree  and  the  coincident  activity  of  French  priva- 
teers made  almost  a  clean  sweep  of  the  shipping  then  abroad.     Congress 
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at  the  same  time  laid  on  embargo  upon  vesseb  in  port,  and  for  a  short 
space  tliere  was  a  lull  in  marine  affuira.  Tlie  West  India  trailc,  liowevLT, 
Boon  revircil,  iiiid  was  pursued  under  great  hazard  and  dilRcuUy.  Iiiilig* 
hitiea  were  lieaped  upon  American  suflmen,  and  often,  wlien  not  wliolly 
conHaciUed,  Ihe  veseeU  were  i-ansackcd  from  stem  to  stem,  and  plundercii 
of  many  valuable  articles.  Of  lUe  Norwieli  marine  tliat  BufTci-cd  in  (bis 
Way,  we  can  only  notice  a  few  iuiHimces. 

dipt.  Frederick  Tracy,  taken  by  tlie  English  and  carried  into  Mont- 
Berrat,  lost  a  valuable  cargo  by  tlic  decree  of  ibe  Adinii-nlty  Court.  CajiL 
Olovcr  was  conUcraneJ  at  Si.  Kills.  Cjipt.  tlilberl,  after  being  ileprivwl 
of  part  of  bis  lading,  was  I'cleaacd.  The  Frem-li  privateers,  slipping  out 
of  llie  iiland  porta,  and  waylaying  the  customary  pallia  of  commerce, 
cauglit  many  a  riub  princ, — (be  com'ts  before  wbicb  llio  captured  vesnula 
Were  uiirricd,  being  sure  to  coinUinu  the  cargo  us  eonli-abatid. 

Cnpt.  Sangar  in  the  schooner  Chloe  was  caplui-cd,  and  be  and  bis  peo- 
ple stripped  of  every  ariiclo  of  value,  even  to  the  clothing  on  tlieir  |>cr> 
sons.  Tbe  captain  himself  was  set  ashore  at  Laguira,  barefoot.  The 
vessel  was  afterward  ruluascU,  but  ul  a  later  period  was  again  captured, 
Kbcneier  Cooley,  moslur,  carried  into  Guudalou|>e,  and  never  appeared  in 
our  waters  afterward. 

In  February,  1797,  Capt.  Webb,  in  a.  voyage  to  Jcrcmic,  was  tnkea 
and  carried  iuto  Petit  Guuvc,  where  bo  was  detained  niaety  days,  u  quar- 
ter of  hia  cargo  taken,  and  he  loil  all  Ins  crew  by  sickness,  except  one 
tnan. 

CapL  Isaac  Hull,  afterward  Ibe  veteran  hero  of  tbc  frigato  Constitution, 
but  then  a  sbip-masler  in  the  West  India  trade,  was  re|teal<:dly  arrested 
In  his  voyages  by  hostile  cruisers.  He  vtiu  taken  lii  Uiiy,  17117,  in  Uio 
ship  llinerva  of  Now  London,  and  lost  bvlb  vessel  and  cargo.  lie 
returned  homo,  and  in  July  Blurted  on  anotbur  voyage  in  the  sgIioodct 
Beaver,  of  Norwich.  Ho  was  agiun  captured  and  carried  into  Porto 
Bico,  where  ho  was  once  more  condemned. 

In  March,  the  brig  Dclsey,  J.  I>ord,  was  taken  by  the  French,  carried 
Into  Guadaloupc,  tried  and  released ;  afterward  taken  by  the  Eugtish,  car- 
ried into  Tortolo,  and  a  second  time  tried  ami  released. 

Tbe  9ally,  Capt.  Boswcll,  bound  to  Jercraie,  with  nearly  ninety  head  of 
Stock  on  board,  was  taken  by  the  armed  brig  Pondure,  of  fourteen  guns, 
the  privateer  firing  a  broadside  before  hailing.  She  took  out  twenty^ona 
men,  nearly  the  whole  crew,  and  putting  eleven  Frcni;hmen  in  their  place, 
ordered  the  vessel  to  a  French  port  Eight  days  afterward  she  was  taken 
by  an  Knglish  brig,  carried  into  a  neutral  port,  and  there  given  up  to  CapL 
Boswell,  half  her  cargo  being  reiaincd  fur  salvage. 

Tbe  brig  ITannali,  Park  Benjamin,  was  also  twice  taken  in  one  voyage, 
■nd  after  some  loss  and  detention,  released. 
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TIic  ship  Young  Eagle  (returning  from  Liverpool  in  August)  sailed 
S»!pL  19  for  the  West  Indies,  under  Absalom  Pride,  with  no  contraband 
goods  whatever  on  board.  She  was  however  taken  by  a  French  priva- 
teer, carried  into  port  and  condemned,  Folcdy  upon  the  plea  of  not  being 
fiirnisJK^d  with  a  role  iVcqmpnfje.^  or  n^gistry  of  the  crew.  The  vessel  was 
however  redeemed  by  Capt.  Pride. 

The  Charlotte,  Alexander  Morgan,  in  a  homeward  passage  from  Dem- 
arara,  was  overhauled  by  a  privateer  sloop  of  four  guns  from  Guadaloupe, 
and  stripped  of  every  thing  valuable,  even  to  the  charts,  books,  clothes 
and  cash  of  the  olTicors.  The  Lark,  Gilbert,  was  boarded  and  searched 
by  an  English  twentj'-gnn  frigate,  and  released,  but  was  aflerwai*d  twice 
cliased  by  French  privateers,  from  whom  she  barely  escaped. 

In  ISIarch,  1798,  the  schooner  Polly,  Smith,  was  taken  by  an  English 
vessel  near  St.  15:irlholomew,  robbed  of  a  negro  boy,  forty  shoats,  and 
$200  in  cjv?h,  and  then  releasicd. 

The  continuance  of  tlicse  depredations  made  it  imperative  for  trading- 
ve:vsels  either  to  be  furnished  with  means  for  self-defence,  or  to  hover 
under  the  wing  of  an  armed  escort.  Early  in  1798,  the  ships  Hope,  E.. 
(/lark,  an<l  Sally,  l^uswell,  were  respectively  fitted  with  an  armament  of 
liftecn  and  twelve  gims,  for  the  j)urpose  of  protecting  theiaselves  and 
otliers,  Tiicy  dropped  down  to  New  London  in  May,  and  were  soon 
joined  by  sev<'n  brigs  and  scliooners  from  Norwich,  under  Captains  Ben- 
jamin, L.  P.  W.  Chester,  Cook,  Gilbert,  Lord,  Billings,  and  Winchester, 
and  several  other  vessels  of  the  New  I>ondon  district,  making  a  respect- 
able West  India  fleet  that  sailed  under  their  convoy. 

Tropicid  h:v(TS  during  this  season  were  intensely  virulent  Capt.  Bos- 
well  of  the  Sally  lost  eight  of  his  crew.  Joseph  Lanman,  second  mate  of 
the  Hope,  died  at  F('a,af\er  leaving  the  Mole,  to  return  home.  These  two 
vessels  arrived  the  1st  of  October,  crowded  with  French  passengers.  The 
Mole  was  about  to  \h\  evaciuilcd,  and  possession  taken  by  the  African  Gen- 
eral Tonissnnt.  A  fh*et  of  thirty  American  vessels  left  the  islands,  under 
convoy  of  the  Hope  and  Sally. 

It  was  in  Anguft  and  September  of  the  year  1798,  that  the  yellow  fever 
niged  v.illi  such  fatal  severity  at  New  Lon<lon.  All  vessels  coming  up  the 
river  wen!  required  to  lie  at  quarantine  near  Bushnell's  Cove,  under  the 
dirc»etIon  of  the  Health  Committee. 

In  February,  1799,  an  action  took  place  off  St.  Kitts  between  a  French 
and  American  frigate;  the  Constellation,  Commodore  Trux ton,  captured 
L'lnsingcnte.  A  regular  war  with  France  was  now  seriously  appre- 
hended, and  forcible  seizures  were  made  on  both  sides. 

A  few  more  instances  (»f  the  loss  sustained,  by  Norwich  adventurers 
will  be  given,  though  not  always  perhaps  in  the  true  order  of  sequence. 
From  the  injuries  that  fell  to  the  share  of  one  small  port,  some  estimate 

32 
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may  be  ruriiifil  of  [liu  mvngca  |ii>i'|iutr;it<!il  <m  llui  wliulii  Aniniii.'iiii  conM. 
by  the  tHsUigcruiiL  powcru,  tint  of  liuruu  iiiiligtinLiun  iiL  mii'  iu:iilr:illLy. 

Mo9t  of  lliu  sr'iKiii-cs  woi-u  in:i(lu  upon  llio  plua  nl' Imvriii;  (.aiilriilinii'l 
goods  oil  boai'il.  IIoi'mm,  onu  of  llic  iiiu^t  {irulUiiblt)  urtiutuH  cuiit  lo  ■)■« 
Weat  Indiu  niiirlcel,  nen;  luntriibiinil. 

The  Bcliuoner  Cumrncn;c,  Sumuul  Frecmnn,  bounil  lo  Kl.-irliiiico,  wili 
taken  by  llie  privaleer  L'Gsperaiicc,  within  on  boui''^  s:Lil  of  hvr  inrl,  aixl 
a  priEC-mnstcr  with  four  men  puL  on  board.  CupL  Fn;cinnn  wllli  a.  piivl 
of  his  crew  were  led  wilh  lliem.  WiUching  UU  opiMrliiiiit}',  lio  iiise  upoit 
his  captors,  and  nrtor  nil  olisliniite  rcaislunui.-,  in  wliicli  one  mnn  nus  killmt 
mid  oihcra  wounded,  Huccuedcd  in  i-ctidtin;!  llic  vi;iiSeJ.  Cajil.  I'Vuemun  in 
the  conllict  received  lliree  Gcvero  lli^sh-woundd  IVoni  a  cuLJu^s.  Uiifurlu- 
uatuly  ilie  privateer  discovered  lliut  itie  Commei-ec  wiis  ulteriiig  her 
cour^  luid  gave  ehaae,  compelling  llio  captain  at  Imt  lo  run  the  xisun-i 
iwhorc,  umoiig  the  brcnkura  on  the  cast  aids  of  Doniiniiiue,  wliuru  shi.- 
ftvcDt  to  pieces.  ' 

In  17'J1),  tlie  West  India  fleet  belonging  to  Noi'wich  suilnl  in  Jiinuiiry. 
It  con»iiiti»I  o(  tile  imucil  shij)3  Hope,  It.  Coil,  tuid  Sally,  .lohn  hlvOirty  ; 
SliO  sliip  General  Lincohi,  JO.  I^rd,  J.  Kelly  suporcargii;  BcIiooncrB  fair 
Lady,  Bemgah  Lcfnngwcll,  Friundaliip,  J.  Willijiiu<i,  ^  avoi-ilc,  It.  I'ainv  i 
i>lon|M  Ncgncialor,  SInnsell,  and  Fitupurity,  J.  '\V.  Itrcwsici'.  Olhcr  yon' 
■titia  that  hail  sailed  in  Dccemlicr,  and  weni  then  out,  wcrtt  the  hrig  ]t;iy- 
Liunne,  Solturlcoi  Kclumncrtf  Jiiirk,  (jilbciti  llnri'tet,  WtdJi!  .Ii;H»y  himI 
^JiKOBuU,  O.  Jtiilj  CiiUK't  li.  Vuohiyi  mk]  «)o«fKi  ])t!N(wldi  iiihI  t'tinner. 

The  Hope  and  Sally  neru  bmnul  lo  llai^imloc:*.  'Ilicty  eanui  homo  l.y 
Iluvami,  with  rich  citrgoei<,  and  in-rivcd  Halely,  but  tlie  Sally  had  lo:<t  Iniir 
her  crew  by  siukneas.  The  lIo|io  sailed  once  more,  in  Aiigiial,  undi-r 
Sylvester  Kill,  liul  on  licr  return  voyage  was  rap'.nrcit  by  a  Fivncli  pri' 
rateer.  Tlie  Hope  had  fillcen  guns,  and  tho  privateer  only  Ii>nr,  hut  ihf 
Preneh  contjuered  by  Blnitngem.  They  had  eighty  men  in  their  vet^scl, 
aai  dressing  a  part  of  them  in  women'ii  apparel,  decking  thu  thip  with 
garlands,  and  tilling  the  air  with  joyous  songs  and  sliouti,  they  decciviMl 
Capt.  Hill,  who,  as  they  were  near  the  land,  took  it  for  a  connliiig  vc£»-l 
with  a  pleasure  party  on  boanl.  lie  was  boarded  and  his  deck  covered 
with  armcil  men,  buforo  ho  had  opportunity  to  make  ony  rcsistunec. 

The  General  Lincoln,  only  three  days  out  of  New  Ijontlon,  in  a  heavy 
gale,  lost  her  second  mate,  IClisha  Reynolds,  overboard,  nnii  hud  &0  head 
of  stock  swept  away.  She  however  pursued  her  voyage,  and  returned 
in  May  with  goods  consigned  to  G.  L'llommedicu,  John  Converw,  &<■- 
Tho  Fair  Lady  lost,  by  sickness,  the  male,  Oliver  Itarker,  and  two  si-a- 
men. 

The  Favorite  was  arrested  by  a  privateer  on  her  outwanl  voyage,  and 
plundered  of  all  her  small  stock,  cabin  stores,  furniture,  cliarts,  and  iniitni- 
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nicnfs,  nnt]  then  released.  Capt.  G.  Bill'd  schooner  and  llie  shwp  Prov 
pnrity  were,  both  scizod,  carried  into  Gtia'hiloupe,  condemned,  and  for- 
loilod. 

18«)0.  The  brig  Harriot,  Francis  Sinitli,  in  a  return  voyage  from 
I)etn:irar:i,  was  taken  and  sent  into  J^Iartiniqnc,  but  having  nothing  con- 
traband on  board,  was  liberate<l,  and  proceeded  on  her  voyage.  Before 
rcachiiig  the  coast,  she  was  taken  by  an  Englisli  armed  vessel  and  sent 
into  St.  Kitts,  where  ehc  was  tried  by  the  court,  releivsed,  and  came  from 
thoncc  in  27  dav^«. 

The  r.chooner  Fair  Lady,  J.  Williams,  was  taken  by  a  French  armed 
vessel  called  "  Conquest  of  Italy."  A  prize  crew  were  put  on  board,  and 
she  wai^  onlcred  into  a  French  port.  Capt.  Williams  was  detained  on 
Iwr.ird  the  privatecM%  which  was  fortunately  soon  after  c:iptured  by  th<^ 
Connecticut  slooj>-of-war,  Cajit.  Tryon. 

The  schooner  Paragon,  Jonathan  Lester,  captured  by  the  French,  was 
re-captured  by  the  English  and  taken  into  an  English  port.  After  paying 
a  salvage  of  one-third  of  her  cargo,  and  all  the  costs,  she  was  suffered  to 
pro(H*ed  on  her  voyage. 

The  brig  Caroline,  Harvey  Wincha*^ter,  was  takcui,  piiuidf!red,  scuttled, 
and  simk.  The  crew  were  carried  to  St.  Kitt.<,  and  there  detained  for 
Home  time  as  prisoners. 

Capt.  Leirnigwell  in  the  ship  Patty,  while  at  Jamaica,  had  most  of  his 
crew  prostrated  with  the  ycHow  fever.  Jedidiah  Kelley,  supercargo  of 
tli'».  vessel,  and  Josliiia  Walworth,  died  before  leaving  the  port. 

Ship  Sally,  jVleCarty,  leaving  Liverpool  with  a  lading  of  salt,  when 
just  olf  the  harbor,  wr!nt  ashore  near  the  Queen's  Dock,  and  both  vessel 
Mud  cargo  were  lost,  September,  1800. 

The  brig  William,  Samuel  Freeman,  foundered  at  sea,  SepL  10,  1800. 
II<!r  stock  was  swept  overboard  ;  she  was  dismasted,  lost  her  rudder,  and 
in  thi^s  situation  lh«'.  crew  remained  ten  days,  when  they  were  taken  off  by 
a  SpMul.li  ve>-5el  and  c'arried  to  the  South  Ami'ri^'an  eoa>l,  one  man  only 
being  lo^^t,  viz.,  William  Hoalli.  Capt.  Freeman  came  home  from  tlie  Hay 
(if  Honduras  with  Capt.  Sparrow  in  the  brig  Despatch.  The  v.reck  was 
found  at  sea  by  one  of  our  ve?sel-»,  towed  into  Newport,  brought  round  to 
the  West  Chelsea  shi|)-yard,  and  refitted  for  new  service. 

The  same  Fea'^oa,  Capt.  Hezekiah  Freeman,  in  the  brig  Ann,  durin'»  a 
violent  gjilc,  had  all  his  slock  swept  overboard, — in  sailor  language,  sent 
down  as  a  tribute  to  Davie  xToncs.  The  brig  Favorite,  Capt.  Brunjley, 
wa^  likewise  dij^masled. 

Cnpt.  (Jilbert,  in  the  brig  Three  Sisters,  foundered  at  sea  and  lost  both 
vessel  and  cargo ;  the  crew  clinging  to  the  wreck,  were  at  last  relieved. 
Many  such  disasters  occurred  in  (he  terrible  hurricane  season  of  Septem- 
ber, 1800,  and  similar  incidents  continue  to  stream  along  the  current  of 
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Weat  Iiulln  irntle  from  year  lo  year.     "We  cnn  not  follow  the  list  witli  con- 
secutive detail,  or  anything  like  cxtiaustivc  accuiiicy. 

1801.  The  new  brig  ResohiLion,  Alplieiis  Ilillings,  bouni)  to  Domnnira, 
was  tukcn  '27  days  out  ami  sent  to  Guailiilouiie.  Tlie  eapliiiii  anil  crvvi 
werii  duliiiiicd  ecvenkl  weeks,  moat  uf  ilic  liinu  in  [irisuu,  aiitl  iLeri  ^ciit  in 
H  cartel  lo  St.  Kitts.     Tlicy  readied  lioine  in  July. 

1803.  Tliu  brig  William  lost  while  in  the  Wu^t  Indium,  Ca|)L  iieorgf) 
W.  Palmer,  maaCor,  Suiouel  Ilyoi-s,  mato,  and  lliree  Beunicn,  by  sii^kuuss. 

In  July,  1804,  four  vusaela  fruiii  Norivieh  cleared  at  the  Now  Tiondon 
eiMteiii-laiUiie  nearly  at  ihe  siiiuu  liino  : 

Brig  WiUiimi,  Jolui  Brown. 
"    Dove,  John  McGowty. 
«    Foilune,  Churlea  Billings. 
Sclioonev  IJetsoy,  ClinslO|ilicr  Colvcr. 

Tliny  all  sailed  before  the  first  of  August,  and  wcra  ol\eii  within  liiiiliii^ 
distanco  or  in  sight  of  each  other  white  on  the  voyage,  ami  one  afternoon 
three  of  theaa  vcaseb,  Iho  William,  Fortuue,  and  Betsey,  while  sailing  in 
tliB  tropical  seas,  the  air  being  calm  and  Ihe  oixun  smooth,  ran  along  aide 
by  aide,  and  the  ci-ewa  called  lo  each  other  itnd  conversed  from  the  hay- 
stacka  on  deck,  where  they  were  eating  their  Hupiier.  That  very  night  a 
tremendous  hurricane  swept  nvcr  ihnite  sena,  nnd  neither  the  William  or 
the  Fortune  wcro  ever  heard  from  afterward ;  (lie  ikstmuliiHi  l>eing  sn 
ttimpleto  thnt  no  inemcnlo  nf  their  fule  wan  found.  Hut  of  thin  harriiaiie, 
M  narrow  was  ila  Huupe,  lint  iinly  inniieiKii  ihni  rcachml  Cnpl.  Culver  wiu 
a  magnincunt  billowy  ewell  of  the  ae:i,  rolling  him  un  and  fnllowing  him 
for  two  dnya.* 

A  monumental  inaeriplion  in  the  Chulaca  burial-ground  ahows  thut  the 
family  of  Capt.  Aljihcua  BilKnga  hud  a  heavy  iihare  in  the  loss  of  the 
Fortune. 

Tliii  inuiiumcnt  U  orcctcd  lo  tlio  Mumurj 
or  CapL  Cliiirkii  BilHni^ 

sij^cd  311  ycnn, 
and  James  F.  Billlngi 

aged  18  ycnn, 

«nd  Benjamin  Billings 

Bgod  15  yonrs, 

Soni  of  Capt.  Alplicua  nnd  Mn.  Rllxulietli  nulingii, 

and  alto  of  Mr.  Daviil  Barber, 

■  Boa-in-lnw  ugcd  SO  ycnrs. 

Who  wore  lost  at  loa  in  ScptcrotMir,  1804, 

in  tlio  Brig  Fortune. 


*  Thaw  Tucts  are  derived  from  Capt.  Colver,  wlio,  at  ihe  age  of  90,  in  the 
of  a  good  degnie  of  health  and  menlnt  vigor,  ii  atill  to  lie  acen  almost  duly,  taking 
Mcnitomed  walti  aad  lingering  apoo  the  whnrfuge  by  the  river. 
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Jan.  20,  1804,  tlic  sloop  Ruby,  Jonathan  Roiitli,  seven  days  from  Nor- 
folk, was  wrecked  on  Block  Island.  A  tenjpestuous  snow-storm  raging  at 
the  time,  and  the  weather  extremely  cold,  the  ci*ew  escaped  with  dilTiculty. 
The  next  day  the  vessel  went  to  pieces. 

Capt,  Francis  Smith  had  Failed  for  sevcnd  yeai*s  in  the  brig  Han-iot, 
meeting  with  all  the  varieties  of  good  and  bad  fortune.  His  arrival  from 
one  of  these  voyages,  when  some  apprehension  prevailed  that  the  bri«» 
wjis  lost,  is  thus  noticed  in  the  Norwich  Courier,  April  11,  1804: 

"  It  is  with  plcnsaro  wo  nnnouncc  tho  f^nfo  nrrivnl  of  the  brig  Harriet,  Cnpt.  Smith, 
iifier  n  pnssngc  of  70  days  from  Dcinnrnra,  linviiip;  experienced  very  heavy  ^leit  of 
wind  on  tlio  const,  which  drove  her  off  nine  times  nnd  so  much  damugcd  her  sails  and 
ripping  as  to  render  them  nseless." 

Capt.  Smith  Bailed  again  in  June,  and  lefl  Deroarara  on  the  return 
voyage  Aug.  21  st,  but  on  the  ilth  of  September  encountered  a  heavy  gale 
from  the  Foutli  and  east,  which  increased  to  a  hurricane.  The  next  day, 
while  lying  to  under  bare  poles,  the  brig  was  knocked  on  her  beam  endb*. 
and  the  bowsprit  and  foremast  swept  off.  By  cutting  away  the  mainmast 
tlie  vrrwcl  righted,  and  the  crew  succeeded  in  rigging  a  jury  foremast  and 
a  bowsprit.  Hut  the  sea  running  high,  the  vessel  leaking,  and  tho  s^tars 
nnd  rigging  all  expended,  so  that  they  could  make  no  after  sail,  and  meet- 
ing for  several  days  only  vessels  in  distress,  they  abandoned  the  wreck 
and  took  to  the  boats,  and  were  fortunately  relieved  by  a  vessel  that  landed 
them  in  Virginia. 

The  brig  Ontario,  (Ileniy  Eldridge,)  owned  by  Jesse  Brown,  Sen.,  in 
a  homeward  voyage  from  Martinicpie,  was  wrecked  upon  the  Elizabeth 
Islsuuls,  March  1),  1805.  The  crew  were  saved,  but  the  vessel,  wilh  its 
valujible  cargo  of  sugar,  cocoa  and  coffee,  was  lost. 

In  the  loss  of  men  from  marine  pursuits,  Norwich  suficred  less  than 
New  Tx)ndon  and  some  other  ports,  yet  her  victims  were  neither  few  nor 
liir  between,  as  tli<^  following  mortuary  list  of  a  single  year,  gjithercd  at 
this  distance  of  time  from  the  scanty  memorials  extant,  will  testify : 

Deaths  at  Sea  during  the  year  1 805. 

Isnnc  liorin^,  of  the  brig  I)c8patch,  at  Demarara. 

Joseph  IJrewster,  nt  the  Fame  place. 

Cnpt.  Jeremiah  Harris,  ngcd  35,  at  Martiniqne. 

William,  Fon  of  Jesse  Brown,  do. 

William,  son  of  Elknnah  Tisdalo  of  Lebanon,  do. 

Henry  Lorinj;^,  of  brig  Iris,  drowned  at  Green  Island. 

John  Batty,  aged  21,  of  sch.  Mechanic,  at  sea. 

John  Wedge,  aged  21,  at  sea. 

John  Gary,  at  sea. 

Ilezckiah,  son  of  Capt.  Daniel  Mcoch,  of  Preston,  aged  22. 

Charles  E.  Trumbull,  aged  24,  at  sea. 
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Coiiiicckil  tviili  Ihc  mnriiK!  inlclligcncc,  liming  tlic  hillfi-  \>an  tif  tlic 
tKtli  nnd  licginiiing  of  tlic  l!)lli  (tciitiiry,  fru^iuctit  nllii^toiid  uii:  iiiaile  tu 
till]  civil  I'oiillicts  tlint  convuhtd  several  of  llic  isIuniU,  nnd  purliuiituily  Si. 
Ilummgo.     Tliu  rollowing  is  un  intituaco: 

April  14,  1804,  a  ship  from  Cnpa  Fmn^ois  come  into  Long  IsleuiJ 
KdiiiiiI  with  SUA  iiK'u,  womtrn  und  cliildnii  on  bonnl,  wlio  liiid  (.■siiipwl  with 
tlioii'  livuj  and  i-nnu;  tis  exiles  lo  lliis  countrj^,  leaving  llieir  liiimui  tn  ilv- 
ta^tiUJon.  Uapl,  I'Vedcrick  Tracy  of  Norwieh  woa  alao  on  bourd.  Ho 
lind  been  for  some  yeai^i  engaged  in  l)U3incss  iit  llic  Cnpe,  and  (li^l  wilii 
llic  rodt  at  tliu  npproiK-h  of  llio  riitlduss  Invitdcr.  Tlic  ve.sscl  wont  inlo 
New  York. 

TliQ  most  meliinelioly  marine  diemstera  are  those  ivliicli  nro  Bliiundiil  in 
imecirlaiiity.  A  vvuel  dibiippuui^, — it  is  liuiinl  from  no  inoro,  and  is  sop- 
posed  lo  liavc  been  iuguir<.-d  by  the  ocean,  but  no  ono  returns  lu  rchito  liow 
nnd  wlien  tlio  catnstroplie  Imppcncd.  The  hearts  of  fi-iends  iirc  luns  iigu- 
nixcd  Willi  bltemiile  ho[ia  and  dread,  while  imnginulion  brinjti  up  ihirk 
pietuixsa  of  n  eruci  dealli  from  pirates,  a  wi'cck  upon  de^rt  isluiid:i,  ur  a 
wcnrisome  eaplivily  in  Lnrharoiis  kinds. 

Capt.  Z.  V.  Ilunilinm  woa  a  shipmaster  of  many  ycnr^  c^periuim-, 
beginning  with  1700.  Tie  had  retired  from  the  sva  (o  murcaiilile  piir- 
suits,  bttt  was  persuaded  10  iiiako  one  nioru  ^'ayug■■,  iiiiil  kit  itio  cousi, 
Inund  far  TuncrifiV,  March  10,  IHlO,  aHiir  whiuh  no  lidui;;s  iil'  vuasc'1  ur 
,  wow  wcroc\tr  i-eccived.*  His  fnlu  seemed  a  dujilii'iitu  of  that  uf  hi* 
uncle,  whose  name  Ik;  bore, — Cupt.  /cbiilon  IVvkins  having  jierished 
before  the  Kevuliilionai'y  war,  in  a  atinilar  way. 

The  Siune  darkness  rests  u|>on  thu  liilo  of  Capt.  I'^linha  T.elliiigwell. 
lie  left  New  London  for  llic  Gulf  of  Mexico  in  October,  lH-i5,  and  is 
Hup]>o£cd  to  have  foundered  at  sea.  lie  was  47  years  of  age.  His  eldot 
son  perished  with  liim,  in  Iiis  15tli  year. 

*  Cnpt.  Dnrnliimi  wns  nlioiit  44  years  of  ngo.  Iliji  nslict,  tlio  ulilv.-il  ilau^lilcr  uf 
Kliahn  llydo,  Esq.,  bucoiuI  Miiyor  of  ilio  City,  Iwni  Oct.  II,  ITTS,  is  still  liviiij;,  nii.l 
rctlilcs  wilh  bcr  son,  Eliitliik  Ilydc  Dumliam,  at  Nowalcnd,  H.  Y.     Slic  tint  been  6i 
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EUIORATION. 

Wk  have  alrcndy  advcrlcil  to  (lie  emigration  from  New  Ijondon  county 
to  Nova  Scolia.  A  fair  proportion  of  these  settlers  went  from  Norwicli, 
but  no  \h\.  of  names  or  families  has  been  obtained. 

Several  of  the  fii-st  proprietors  of  the  townships  of  Canaan  and  Leba- 
non in  New  Hampshire  were  from  Norwicli  and  its  neighborhood.  Leb- 
anon was  surveyed  in  17G1,  by  a  party  of  seven  or  eiglit  men  who  spent 
the  winter  there  in  a  temporary  hut  reared  in  the  wilderness,  laying  out 
farms  and  eh?aring  Ihe  way  for  regular  habitations.  Lands  in  this  north- 
ern provinces  were  at  fii*st  purchased  on  speculation.  Andrew  Perkins, 
Amon;;  otlier-5,  ohiaiued  the  title  to  large  tracts  in  Canaan,  Hanover,  and 
Cardigan.  These  ]uoprielors  sold  out  in  smaller  sections  or  farms  to 
actual  sf»t(!ers.  Chapman,  Harris,  Hyde,  Lathrop,  Post,  Ti*acy,  and  other 
names  iudi;.;ono!is  to  the  Nine-milcs-square,  were  transplanted  to  parts  of 
New  Hampshire  and  A'^ermont  at  various  periods  between  17G0  and 
1800. 

Norwich  in  Vermont  owes  its  name  to  the  retraspective  tenderness  of 
*omc  of  these  enn;^rants  for  their  former  home.  Capt.  Jedidiah  Hyde 
gave  name  lo  Hydt^  Park  in  A'^ermont. 

Klisha  Trney,  about  the  year  1790,  was  largely  interested  in  the  pur- 
rlijusc  and  sale  of  lands  in  the  neighborhood  of  Chelsea,  VL  Several 
families  from  Norwich  removed  thither,  and  probably  gave  the  name  of 
Chelsea  to  tlie  place. 

Norwich  in  ISIaFsachusetts,  settled  a  few  years  before  the  Revolution, 
also  tesliflc^s  by  its  nauie  to  the  original  home  of  some  of  its  most  conspic- 
uous founders.  Tlie  (irst  Congregational  minister  was  llev.  Stephen 
Tracy,  a  native  of  our  Norwich.  John  Kirtland,  a  useful  and  influential 
member  of  the  young  commtniity,  went  from  Newent  society. 

The  AVyoming  valley  of  Penn«»ylvfinia  collected  a  quota  of  its  early 
inhabitants  tVoin  Norwich.  Tliis  fine  tract  of  land,  twenty  miles  in  length 
and  three  in  breadth,  with  the  noble  Susquehanna  winding  through  it  was 
in  ancient  times  the  favorite  seat  of  the  Delaware  tribe  of  Indians.  Con- 
necticut claimed  the  jurisdiction,  as  it  lay  within  the  bounds  of  her  orig- 
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inal  clinrtcr,  and  tlio  natives  having  becoino  few  and  scattered,  two  ooni- 
panicd  were  fbrnied  for  the  purchase,  cxploralion  and  settlement  of  the 
country. 

The  Susquehanna  Company,  wliich  was  orgimized  at  AYindliam  in 
1753,*  consisted  of  several  hundred  subscribers.  This  Company  nuitle 
tlie  Wyoming  purchase  of  the  Six  Nations,  at  a  council  held  at  Albany  in 
1754.  Tlie  Delaware  Company  purchased  a  tract  ciist  of  this,  extending 
to  the  Delaware  river. 

The  first  settlements  at  Wyoming  were  broken  up  and  a  part  of  the 
emigrants  shuightered  by  the  Pennamites,  or  settlers  under  the  claim  of 
Pennsylvania.  It  is  not  known  that  any  of  these  first  adventurers  were 
from  Norwich. 

In  1768,  five  townships  were  laid  out,  and  each  granted  to  forty  persons 
who  engaged  "  to  man  their  rights,"  that  is,  make  actual  settlements  upon 
them.  These  were  afterwards  named  Wilkesbarre,  Hanover,  Kingston, 
(at  first  called  Forty-town^  Plymouth,  and  Pittston,  comprising  the  heart 
of  the  valley.  To  settle  these  towns,  a  large  emigration  went  from  Con- 
necticuL  Among  the  leading  men  were  Zebulon  Butler  from  I^yme,  Na- 
Uian  Denison  from  Stonington,  and  John  Durkee  from  Norwich, — each 
accompanied  by  a  party  gathered  from  his  neighborhood. 

These  measures,  so  far  as  Norwich  was  interested,  were  the  result  of 
individual  enterprise.  The  only  allusion  to  the  western  lands,  on  the  town 
records,  is  the  following: 

Sept.  12,  17G9.  Voted  to  npply  for  u  j;nmt  of  2i)  mil*  .s  Kfjiian)  of  {\w  Colony  laiitl.^ 
lying  west  of,  niul  ndjoiiiiii^  lo,  tlio  S(i.s(jm:liaiii):ili  INinlia.sc  wiili  mnj)lo  ii;;lil  lo  pur- 
cJuidO  tliu  native  right  to  said  lauds. — Sanitiel  lluntingtuu  to  act  t:^  a;;cnt. 

The  pioncei's  to  these  western  wikls  encountered  groat  obstacles,  and 
were  so  repeatedly  broken  up,  or  harrassed  by  the  Ponnamiles,  that  a  few 
were  discouraged  and  returned  to  their  old  homes,  but  the  greater  part 
remained  linn  at  their  posts,  and  at  length  obtained  quiet  possession  of  tbu 
country. 

The  several  Connecticut  colonies  thus  establishetl  at  Wyoming,  were 
organized  March  2,  1770,  into  one  town,  or  district,  called  AVestmoreland, 
and  attached  to  Litchfield  county.  It  remained  lor  eight  or  nine  year* 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut ;  deriving  its  laws  from  the  colony, 
and  sending  representatives  to  its  assembly,  lielbre  1775,  it  contained 
2,000  inhabitants. 

On  the  monument  in  Wyoming,  erected  in  memory  of  the  victims  of 
Indian  and  tory  cruelty  in  the  fatal  attack  of  July  3,  1778,  the  names  of 
Durkee,    Ransom,    Waterman,    Avery,     Crocker,    Hammond,    ^larshall, 
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Palmer,  Reynold?,  and  others,  indicate  their  origin,  and  remind  us  of  our 
ancient  towns-people.* 

The  original  proprietors  of  Warwick  and  Bedford  in  Pennsylvania  were 
from  Norwich.  The  former  of  these  towns  was  surveyed  by  Zachariah 
Lathrop  in  1773. 

The  commitleo  of  the  first  and  second  Delaware  purchases  were  Ebcn- 
ezer  Baldwin,  Jabez  Fitch,  Joseph  Griswold,  Isaac  Tracy,  Elisha  Tracy, 
Nehcmiah  Waterman,  and  Dudley  Woodbridge,  all  of  Norwich.  Azariali 
Jjathrop  was  a  large  proprietor  of  the  township  of  Huntington,  in  the  first 
Dcilawnrc  purchase. 

The  AVyoming  settlements  were  devastated  and  almost  destroyed  dur- 
ing the  U(n'ohitionary  war,  and  remained  for  a  long  ]>eriod  in  a  disturbed 
and  hn7.ardous  f*(>ndition.  Various  companies  and  (lifTorcnt  races  of  men 
Btrugglcd  for  s(»v(»ral  years  with  one  another  and  with  the  wolves,  pan- 
tlien«,  and  jioisonous  serpent-s,  for  the  possession  of  this  fertile  valley. 

From  1795  to  1800,  there  existed  in  Connecticut  a  mania  for  emigra- 
tion. The  reports  of  explorers  and  the  letters  written  home  by  pioneers, 
while  they  ppoke  of  innumerable  hardships  and  privations,  only  increased 
the  thirst  for  adventure.  Yet  einigrntion  sit  this  period  was  a  serious 
undertaking,  and  friend  bade  adieu  to  friend  with  almost  as  much  solem- 
nity as  at  tlio  gates  of  another  world.  To  say  of  one,  "He  has  removed 
to  the  Susquehannah  country," — "Started  for  Muskingum," — "Gone  to 
the  Genesccs," — were  vague  and  mysterious  announcements,  almost  equiv- 
alent to  a  departure  for  another  phuict.  But  still  the  romance  of  the  en- 
terprise threw  a  veil  over  its  discomforts. 

Elisha  Hyde  .and  Elisha  Tracy  were  largely  interested  in  the  Susque- 
hannah purchase,  and  made  several  visits  to  the  country  for  the  sale  and 
survey  of  lands.  Andrew  Trat?y,  secretary  of  the  Delaware  Company, 
sold  his  farm  and  his  mills  and  dwelling-house  on  Bean  Hill,  and  removed 
in  1798.  Other  emigrants  to  Luzerne,  of  that  early  period,  were  Colonel 
Eleazar  Blackman  and  John  llobinson  of  Lebanon,  Jabez  Hyde  of  Frank- 
lin, and  Andrew  Beaumont  of  Bozrali. 

A  considerable  company  went  with  Col.  Ezekiel  Hyde  in  1799,  and 
csUiblislied  themselves  at  Kindan  on  the  AVyalusing.  Enoch  Reynolds 
opened  the  first  assortment  of  goods  at  that  place.  He  was  aflerward  an 
ollicer  of  the  Treasury  Department  at  Washington.  Lathrops,  Birchards 
and  other  Norwich  families  settled  upon  the  Wyalusing  and  at  Buby. 

Capt.  Pelog  Tracy  and  his  brother  Leonard,  and  Capt.  Joseph  Chap- 
man, a  revolutionary  patriot  and  ship-master,  were  men  of  note  and  influ- 
ence among  the  emigrants. 

Even  the  women  that  belonged  to  these  parlies  were  sustained  above 
fear  and  discouragement  by  a  spirit  of  ehivalric  determination.     Lydia 


*  rcck'9  Wyoming,  p.  385. 


L 
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Chnpmnn,  n  daugliter  of  CnpU  Jo?c|)ti,  wciU  out  in  llm  j'Ciir  IfiOO,  wilh 
hor  youDgcr  b rathe i-a,  to  join  licr  rmliur.  Sliu  wiw  lliu  oiilj'  rtiiiiilu  in  a 
vonsiilerablo  [ULrly  of  cinigmnls,  and  wiui  Bixk-cn  iluyB  on  llm  joiii'iiij)',  in 
tlio  vnniilile,  ilnin|i,  rcillu^ulmo^phGruof  n  Kcibmur^  witliuiit  amni.  Kol 
a  miinnur  csunptd  hur,  nnd  her  iiolila  paliiiiiiiK  nnil  divi^rt'ul  h(i|ii!  iiiiitnnlL-il 
and  auEliniicil  her  companions.  Slic  ailerwtu-ils  married  a  Norwii.li  uni- 
granl,  G.  W.  Tratl,  a  physician  of  Wilkeabai-m.*  Her  hrolhin,  laiao 
A.  and  Edward  Cliapman,  were  men  of  mora  than  eoinmun  t  iknl  >  il- 
wanl,  though  lie  dital  young,  had  cxhiliitcd  proolit  of  [tottiuil  gtntu^  llu 
ia  tlie  author  of  the  wcU-kiiowii  aong, — 

"  Columbin'n  siioRN  an:  wUil  iiiiU  wiilu." 

Prom  iliia  brief  survey  of  the  Wyoming  cmigi-aiUs  ihc  name  of  Chiirka 
Miner  inuat  not  bo  omitlud.  Horn  utidur  iho  nhwlow  of  Meuliiig-houmi 
Hill,  Feb.  I,  1780;  the  son  of  u  revulutionnry  Bohlior,  eduunltd  at  tho 
Lailirop  school  on  thu  Pliiini  £odut  in  di^poailiun,  with  a  vigorous,  imjnir- 
ing  mind,  he  carried  with  him  to  ^?yoming  and  ever  relaitied  a  vivid  im- 
pression of  what  Norwich  wiia  :it  tho  beginning  of  1I10  eeiiliiry.f 

Ho  learned  llie  prinlei*':!  Inidu  wilh  Ciij.  Sniuuel  Grt^en  in  llin  tiaKCtta 
ofilco  at  Now  Ijondon,  and  ntiev  hh  Keiiluuiunl  in  I'etinaylvaalii,  ttiillwl 
with  liid  brother  At>ti(-r,  wlio  hud  praccdud  hint  in  «m!giiilin];  lo  ilio  Wy> 
uming  valley,  in  publirihing  tho  "T.iicorno  CiMiuly  Kcdunilltti."  Utia 
jmpcr,  whieh  lliey  ealiihrhilu^U  ill  WiDciMlmrra  in  JIIOI,  wik  cunllnncil  for 
llltKcon  yean.  Mr.  Chiut.  Kliiier  wa.i  iinerwiinl  c<]Ilor  uf^lliu  (Slciincr,' 
Mid  still  later  of  llio  "  VilluBo  Itecoiil,"  pubtishtd  at  WoatehesliT.  llio 
Gleaner  was  enriched  wiili  a  eeries  of  diseui-sivu  essays,  "From  the  Ucrk 
of  Poor  Robert  the  Scribe,"  whieh  came  fram  Mr.  Miner's  jwn.  Ho  U 
also  the  author  of  an  interciiing  Tlistoi'y  of  Wyoming,  publialied  nt  Phil- 
adelphia in  1845,  and  wa.i  a  member  of  Congrci^s  from  Wcstclii'iitcr  dis- 
trict fram  1625  to  1829.t 

Several  parts  of  Ohio,  even  hcfoi*  1790,  were  sprinkled  over  will) 
names  familiar  to  this  neighborliood,  viz-,  Adgalu,  Arin^lrang,  llitrt^horn, 
Kinsman,  Kingsbury,  LetTrngivell,  Perkins,  Tmcy.  Marietta  in  her  be- 
ginning obtained  some  of  her  most  cflicicnt  scttlcra  from  Norwich.     Dud- 


•  Tho  wife  of  Iho  Iloii.  Q.  W.  Woodward  i»  their  diiuglilor  ond  only  diilil. 

t  See  Letter  of  Charles  Miner  in  Appondix  to  Norwich  Jnbileo,  for  a  gmpUic  ikoidi 
of  Norwich  u/i-raum,  Mr.  Miner  vUilcil  Nurwicli  in  1839,  wiUt  liis  ion.  TIhi  old  dwull- 
ing-liouse  in  wliich  he  luul  been  rcaicd  wiu  gone,  tiut  lio  wont  up  tlio  tiill  on  Ilio  ilopo 
of  wliiuU  ic  Uul  ilood,  Slicing  he  must  'not  Jiir  the  Drawn  Thrai&cr't  iieil  ihui  ktlejt 
Ikat. 

J  Wliilo  this  work  hat  been  going  tlirougli  Uic  ymaa,  liLa  doulli  Lai  l»con  announced. 
"Hon.  Chartei  Minor  diod  nt  Wilkoslarro,  Oci.  36ili,  18GS,  in  tiio  SOlfa  jiar  of  bi* 
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l«y  WoodbriiJgc  went  thither  in  1788,  nnd  though  afterward  rotaming  for 
a  Reason,  removed  with  liis  family  in  1794.*  Elijah  Backus  was  another 
early  inhabitant  of  note  and  influence,  who  went  from  Norwich. 

The  bcantiful  town  of  Norwich  in  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  is  another 
place  to  which  our  Norwich  between  the  rivers  stood  sponsor.  Freston 
in  the  same  county  joins  Norwich,  and  wjis  originally  a  part  of  it,  acting 
over  n|2:ain  the  old  neighborhood  of  our  Norwich  and  Preston.  Oxford, 
also  in  Chenango  county,  derived  some  of  its  founders  from  the  same 
fountnin-hcad.  Dr.  Benjamin  Butler  in  the  year  1800  advertised  twenty 
farms  for  sale  within  two  or  three  miles  of  Oxford  court-house. 

In  May,  1 708,  a  vessel  sailed  from  Stonington  for  Albany,  with  families 
j^alhcicd  from  neighboring  towns,  that  were  on  the  way  to  found  new 
hon)(*s  in  the  Unadilla  n>gion. 

The  pleasure  and  convenience  of  keeping  up  an  intercourse  between 
those  emigrants  to  the  AVeat  and  the  friends  and  possessions  left  behind, 
h^d  to  the  inauguration  of  a  peculiar  species  of  vehicle,  viz.: 

ILvRTsnouN's  Stage-wagon. 

This  was  a  ponderous  house-like  machine  on  wheels,  drawn  by  six 
horse**.,  whi(  h  made  six  or  eight  regular  trips  per  year  to  Chemung,  Ger- 
man Flats,  &c.,  carrying  i)assengci*s,  letters,  and  freight*  Its  arrival  at 
Kranklin  and  Norwich  wjis  liJiiled  with  enthusiasm,  as  it  was  sure  to 
bring  intelHjTcnce  from  distant  friends.  The  letters  sent  home  were  filled 
with  intrrcsiing  narnitivcs  of  hardships  endured  and  dangers  encountered, 
with  many  a  cheering  episode  relating  to  jovial  parties  and  rural  pas- 
times, f 

Ihe  AVestern  llescrvo,  called  also  New  Connecticut,  was  a  territory 
belonging  to  the  State  of  Conned icut,  which  lay  on  Lake  Erie,  west  of 
Pennsylvnnin.  It  contained  three  millions  of  acres.  The  Fire-Lands, 
«*onij>ri.*ing  llic  weslein  portion  of  500,000  acres,  had  been  granted  by  the 
»Slate  to  those  towns  in  Connecticut  which  suffered  from  the  torch  of  the 
iMioujy  during  the  Kevolutionary  war.  In  1786  the  General  Assembly 
passed  an  act  to  snrvc^y  and  dispose  of  the  remainder  of  the  territory, 
lion.  Benjamin  Huntington  of  Norwich  was  one  of  the  three  commission- 


*  IIo  ilic«l  nt  Marietta,  in  1823,  at  llio  ngo  of  76.  Ilin  children  were  nil  nntivcs  of 
N«)rwicli.  Dudley,  the  oldest  son,  died  nt  Mnriettn  in  ISM.  The  second  son,  Hon. 
Wm.  Woodliiiilgo  of  Detroit,  wna  Governor  of  Michigan  in  1839,  and  U.  S.  Senator 
from  1841  lo  1847. 

t  The  Norwich  Packet  pnhlishcd  an  nccoiint  of  n  terrific  combat  between  four  men 
nnd  n  licnr,  which  took  plncc  June  6th,  1797,  at  Norwich,  the  16/A  townnhip  on  the  Una' 
dlUa  rivn-.  The  four  men  were  Doctor  Dnn  Foolo,  Kuuch  Mnrvin  and  his  son,  nnd  a 
hired  man.  Thrco  of  tltcm  were  hadly  wounded,  but  the  animal  waa  finally  conquered, 
nnd  weighed  wlicn  dressed,  260  lbs. 
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era  appointed  for  this  business.  In  1795,  it  was  sold  to  a  Land  Company 
organized  for  this  object,  and  under  their  munagemont  tlic  >vliole  three 
millions  of  acres,  then  an  almost  unbroken  wildernci;s,  yyixa  ::iirveytul  aiiU 
distributed  into  townships  and  farms,  and  olVcrod  to  setllurs  on  easy  ternii^ 
This  territory  now  forms  a  tier  of  counties  in  the  northern  part  of  Ohi<K 
The  settlement  commenced  in  1796. 

General  Joseph  Williams  of  Norwich  was  a  prominent  member  of  thi5 
Land  Company.  Daniel  L.  Coit,  another  of  the  original  purcluu^crs, 
devoted  time,  labor,  means  and  influence  to  promote  the  settlement  of  the 
country,  and  made  repeated  visits  thither,  undismayed  by  tlic  long  and 
wearisome  journey.  Among  the  new  towns  founded,  WiHiamsfiold  and 
Coitsville  perpetuate  the  names  of  these  patrons. 

Wheeler  W.  Williams,  who  went  from  Norwich,  built  in  1799,  with  his 
partner.  Major  Wyatt,  the  first  grist-mill  and  saw-mill  in  the  Western 
Reserve.  A  greater  benefit  could  scarcely  have  been  conferred  upon  this 
new  country  at  that  time.  The  towns  of  Norwich,  Huntington,  Kinsman 
and  Kirtland,  in  this  range  of  territory,  indicate  by  their  names  the  origin 
of  some  of  their  first  settlers.  Col.  Simou  Perkins  of  Lisbon,  a  Kevoiii- 
tionary  officer,  removed  with  his  family  to  Warren,  Ohio. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  Huntington,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  llni*?c 
emigrants  to  the  Western  lleserve,  lefl  Norwich  with  his  family  in  l^Iay, 
1801,  and  settled  first  at  Cleveland,  but  afterwards  at  Painusvilh;,  where 
his  children  and  descendants  still  reside.  The  new  country  foiuul  in  htm 
a  useful  and  efricient  magistrate.  He  was  Colonel  of  the  militia,  tFudge 
of  the  Supremo  Court,  and  (jovernor  of  the  State  from  1»S0H  l(»  18lt>. 
He  held  also  a  great  variety  of  otlier  ollices,  by  whirh  he  proiiiutcd  tht- 
public  welfare,  and  merits  the  honor  of  being  reckoned  auioii^  llie  fuimil- 
ers  of  Ohio.     He  died  at  Piiinesville,  June  8,  1817,  aged  4'J. 

The  first  settlements  upon  these  wild  lands  v/ere  made  by  small  bodies 
of  emigrants,  scattered  at  considerable  distances  from  each  oilier,  some 
amid  dense  woods,  and  others  near  the  Indian  borders.  Coniieiiucntly 
they  suffered  much  from  the  horrors  of  the  wilderness,  as  well  as  for  wani 
of  food  and  clothing.  Wonderful  were  the  accounts  occiisionally  received 
concerning  their  hardships  and  adventures ;  more  thrilling  even  ihan  the 
first  experience  of  the  early  settlers  at  Wyoming.*  Governor  lliuiting- 
ton,  while  riding  through  the  woods,  was  attacked  by  a  pack  of  wolve^, 

*  The  fullowiug  incident  was  related  in  a  letter  sent  home  by  a  family  that  liad 
removed  to  the  banks  of  the  Muskingum.  Two  young  women  who  had  newly  arrived 
in  llio  Bcttlemont,  were  out  gatliering  berries.  They  iiad  never  heard  the  war-whoop, 
and  a  young  man  who  wi\s  their  companion  proposed  to  amuse  them  with  a  sample. 
He  had  no  sooner  uttered  the  terrible  cry,  than  to  tlicir  great  consternation  it  was  an- 
swered by  another  whoop,  prolonged  and  loud,  from  a  distant  hill,  and  a  moment  after- 
ward by  still  another  from  the  depth  of  the  forest.  The  alVi  iglited  party  liasteDctl  bark 
to  the  protection  of  their  fort. 
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InMii  which  he  only  escjipcd  bj  the  flcctncss  of  his  horse.  A  party  of 
jounpj  people  gatherinpj  berries  near  the  Muskingum,  suddenly  alarroecl 
by  sounds  of  the  war-whoop  rising  from  the  thickets  near  them,  retreated 
in  wild  dirmay  to  the  protection  of  their  fort.  A  cabin  was  buried  by  the 
*now,  and  three  daj-s  elapr.ed  before  the  family  was  extricated.  A  boy 
kidna|)p(Hl  by  the  Indianp,  had  become  almost  a  man  before  he  was  re- 
leaseil.  The  tomahawk  and  Bcalping-knife,  savage  beasts  and  deadly  ser- 
pents, flgurcd  largely  in  these  talcs. 


ArrsR  dio  Rcvolutioniiry  war,  and  oiiwant  lulu  lliu  n<;xt  ccniury,  t!io 
Town-[ilot  or  Vim  Society  continued  to  be  lliu  ci:iiIl-i-  of  Iiifliiciitu  niitl 
oetfWty,  resonant  willi  (lie  hunt  of  Luaiuusn  ntid  llif.  cltitiiur  i>r  inccliiininil 
openUiuns.  Upon  Ilcnn  Tlilt,  Willcr's  nnd  llyilu'ii  Iuvui-iik  i)i.-i)iln}'i.>d  tlivir 
rill  (loui-ieliing  alunda  of  dry-gixidd  and  (;rocbrie3,  ofTcn'd 
ibr  nlc  by  Diintcl  Ki*dmnn,  Cul.  llogeK,  Siiiiitii.-I  WucKlbridgc,  &e.,  ko|rt 
the  pliiiroi'in  lively  witli  sliopping  luid  eactal  octivlly.  Jlcn:  aUo,  in  m 
bend  of  tlio  Yunlic,  n  siiw-mitl,  grtsl-mill  und  oil-iu!H  won:  j^niK-d  Uf 
gether  und  known  aa  Trucy'a  inilla,  but  Enid  by  Iliu  iirnpriiitor,  Aiidrcii' 
Tmcj,  iiiion  his  vcmovul  to  Pcnn-sylvania  in  17!)i<,  to  Ilydudi  llodmur. 
dpi.  Jost:|>h  Ilosmcr,  of  this  firm,  dii^l  in  1605. 

Samiiid  Wouitbriilge  wns  ullurvriird  of  Itiii  linn  of  ^'/nodLi-id^  &  Sikiw> 
at  the  t^indin];.  The  old  BUnd  on  llcnii  ]  111),  tvlicro  )io  nnd  Ills  fuilirr-in- 
law,  Coi.  Itogcra,  tiiid  tmdni},  wn»  iidrorlly.uil  fi>r  miIii  mivi^tiil  yiAT.i  Inicr. 
with  IJiis  biiuf  i-ocuiiiini!iid:iliuJi, — J/uiitff  hat  Icf.n  muilii  lU<iie,  uutl  riiu  /x 
again. 

Aaron  Clevdiind,  n  rnan  of  wondtifnl  viu'.iiitilily  «!'  Ir.lunt,  ivuJi  unoibiT 
noted  dwc-lki- iiiiuii  lh(!  hill,  llu  cam.^d  un  Ibi;  hui  Uirlnoj^  Uiit  iiL  th« 
same  lime  wi-otu  [loem:*,  essiiys,  IcKtiirei  mid  sri-inou.i  itijnn  nil  the  |ir(ini- 
inent  subjuetd  (if  lliu  diiy,  aociiil,  jwliticiil,  nnd  ri-]i;;iiiiis.  Ills  :'|ir[K:li(!s  in 
public  nnd  Idi  priviilu  hni-unyiica,  Idi  cxlji.iLuium  ill  ni.i,  il.i-^  nud  l.i« 
utiri'ing  iiiticloj  in  Iho  nttwsp:ij>iim,  wuro  alwiiys  llsiown  in  to  sHtll  t'^i- 
current  in  favor  of  ruligionu  tmiU  tind  bunmii  frt^cduni. 

The  Ilydes  sind  Iluntinglona  of  Ileiin  Hill,  willi  it  aiirmUhn;,'  of  Vf-Alet- 
tntins  nnd  Ti-ncy.t,  wcro  nulTieicnt  of  lliuniatlvc.i  lo  l.ivm  u  u>mmi>ni[y. 
Capt.  Jjinita  Hyde,  bimi  in  1707,  bud  n  fiimily  ofliv.;  sa.vj.  ;ind  oiiu  diiugli- 
ter.  One  of  the  sona  wus  Ihu  Uuv.  Simeon  Ilydn,  who  Rcllled  in  Ihe  mr.>- 
istry  nt  Dterllcld,  N.  J.  Tlic  otbura,  ]''buncx(:r,  .luiiK'V,  ICIiuh,  und  Abi;:l, 
with  the  dLtugbtcr  Abiuh,  wlio  miii-riiid  Ani-oii  Cluvoli-.iul,  oi:cii|iiud  neigh- 
boring lioineutundi),  nnd  sure  nil  \nM  reinemhercd  by  many  now  on  tbu  nUx^'i- 
of  life.  The  fulher  lived  to  be  87,  wilb  llit-se  foni-  yons  quiully  (lourisbijiK 
around  Uim, — blamclesti  men,  and  excellent  cili/cnj.  None  of  them  emi- 
grated i  all  lived  into  the  present  ccniury,  nnd  all  lie  buried  in  Norwich. 
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The  four  Iluntiiigfoii  brothers,  Fons  of  Dca.  Simon,  were  also  dwellers 
upon  llic  liil],  or  on  nei.'^liborin^  farms,  and  Imvc  a  similar  history.  Far 
(iifli:rent  has  it  been  with  the  children  of  these  grave  householders.  Ar 
they  grew  np  lo  manhood,  they  look  wing  and  flew  away  to  other  boweries, 
and  tlie  descendants  are  scattered  from  the  Athmlic  to  tlie  Mississippi. 
Erastuf^,  the  youngt^^t  of  the  Huntington  brothers,  had  nine  sons ;  six  of 
these  renioY(Hl  to  Cincinnati. 

The  dtiscendanU  of  those  energetic  8hip-ma':ters,  Jared  and  Frederick 
Tracy,  in  like  manner,  Iraving  Norwich  in  their  youth,  may  be  traced  to 
many  varied  swnes  of  active  business  life:  to  Vermont,  Utica,  Whites- 
boi*o,  lioston.  New  York,  St.  Ix)nis,  New  Orleans,  and  Porto  Kico. 

Capt.  Arunah  AVaterman  and  his  tlnec  fous,  Thomjw,  Azariah,  and 
Joseph,  removfMl  with  their  familie^s,  about  the  year  1801,  to  Johnson, 
Vermont. 

l)('se<Mul;!n!3  of  Kbenezer  Thoma?»,  (who  came  from  Duxbury  and  BCt- 
tled  in  the  town  plot  about  1730,)  may  likewise  be  traced  to  far  distant 
homes  in  I  he  weat  and  soutli.* 

Hefore   braving  this  district,  we  would   notice   that  Miron   Winslow 
opened  a  retail  store  on  }\v,i\\%  Hill  in  June,  1811.     This  was  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Winslow,  missionary  for  forty-five  years  in  Ceylon  and  Madras,  who 
resided  in  Norwich  a  few  years  before  entering  into  the  service  of  the  , 
American  I>oard,  and  was  here  married  to  his  first  wife,  HaiTiet  W,  La-  ' 
ihrop,  a  native  of  the  place,  Jan.  11,  1819. 

The  town  frreen,  with  its  nieeting-hons(\  court-house,  post-ofTicc,  jail, 
flag-staflT  or  liberty  tree,  three  tavern?',  and  four  or  five  stores,  was  the 
center  v/here  all  the  excitements  of  the  town  culminated.  The  principal 
tnidiMs  were  John  Perit,!  GardntT  Carpenter,  and  Dudley  AVoodbridge.J 
The  last-incnfioned, — "  next  door  e;tst  of  the  meeting-hourie," — was  suc- 
ce<'.ded  in  1703  by  Carew  &  Huntington,  the  firm  changing  in  1800  to 
Jos'»ph  i^  C.  P.  Iltuitington.  On  or  near  the  green  v«rere  also  two  print- 
ing-odirr*,  e:\(h  with  a  book-shop  and  bindery  annexed,  and  each  issuing  a 
weekly  nciw.^p.ipcr.     One  of  these  establishments   (llubb.irdV)    was  rir- 


•  Kit\v:inl  'I'liomnj*,  a  jjrandson  «»f  KI)onc7.er,  l)Orn  et  Nonvitrh  in  1TD3,  I1.I8  liccn  for 
llio  l:i«tf  Cuiv  vrnrs  :i  iPs'ntoiit  in  vVu^ustn.  Cift. 

\  Mr.  IViit  i'MHjr  u>  Norwich  in  1771,  nnd  here  hifl  two  Bonf<,  John  W.  I'ciif,  formnnv 
yc:im  II  inrrchaiit  of  Philn'h'lphiti,  cnj^njjr.d  in  the  China  trade,  and  IVIatiiih  IVrit,  lni« 
l'rc5idiMit  of  the  New  York  Cliambcr  of  Commerce,  wcro  born.  Mr.  I'erit  remoTCii 
to  riiiladeliihia  in  1700. 

\  Dudley  nnd  Samuel  Woodhridj;o  were  K)ns  of  Dr.  Dudley  V.'ooilhridp^o  of  ?ton- 
in«;ton.  Tlje  two  hrothers  settled  in  Norwich  ahout  1770,  and  marne<l  into  the  familicF 
of  ICIijnh  Harkns  and  Zalidiid  Hoji^ors.  Their  mother,  Mrs.  Sarnh  \VoodI»ridj;c,  died 
on  IJean  Hill  in  1 790.  Dndley  removed  to  Marietta,  nnd  there  died  in  182.1,  apjcd  76. 
Tho  children  of  hoth  the  hroihcrs  —Dudley  had  si.x,  and  SauiucI  nine,— -woro  l)orn  in 
Norwich. 
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inovcil  to  C'licUcu  in  1798.  Simon  Ciiruw  htul  nlso  u  bo«k-sUi>ii  nnil 
bindiiry  nciki'  tliu  ^x'cn. 

Kurllier  cant  in  tlin  lown-jilat  were  lliu  fiima  of  Siinuii'l  Ilniilington, 
nephew  of  llm  (lovirnor,  who  removed  lu  Oiiiu  m  IHUl ;  nl  Amlrvw  ^ 
Zuehnnnh  lluiiliugion,  Avuvy  &  Tracj,  Cotl  <fc  Lnilim]!,  I.uilin>))  &  Kelhi, 
Cbfistoi'hvr  IiuUlngwcU  &  Son,  (hhcocixIciI  in  1801  hf  .lust-pli  II.  Strand,) 
'I'rncy  &  Coil  i*  unil  near  Cliulaea  I'luin,  'iliomus  Fiinnin.t.  In  t>]tatl, 
retail  bIoiys  nnd  worlcshopa  iloltcd  iho  wliole  wny  fi-om  Beuii  IIill  lo  Chcl- 
Mil.  Twenty  trades  arc  Mid  to  linvu  beon  hi  thriving  opcrnliuii  on  ilui 
town  litruoL  Lellingwell's  Kow,  built  after  1790,  originally  com|irJ  ^cd  tix 
m  eight  letieraenla,  till  occupied  by  mechtinics.  Ilurlnnd's  wuteli-fuclury 
was  a  noted  dtaUlialiraent.  Cnpt.  Timolliy  Leaier,  an  ingenious  mvclinniu 
111'  this  neigliLarhood,  pos^^icraed  n  native  bent  for  llic  meclinnic  iirif,  anil 
was  skillfiil  in  reduein<r  principles  to  practical  tests.  He  ciimilnirled  tha 
model  of  iv  new  tnnchiiio  lo  be  used  in  the  liunip  RianHfiielure,  wliieli  was 
puKintcd  and  found  to  bo  of  great  use  in  its  pecidiar  spherc.f  In  17!H), 
Or.  Joahun  Lathrop  coromeneed  tlio  cotton  mnnufactiire  in  a  building  near 
Ilia  store,  suiting  in  ojienilien  hix  jenniea,  six  loointi,  iind  a  airiliug-niauliiiir. 
To  use  tiie  words  of  onu  ivlio  W!Ls  liiinsulf  u  part  of  wimt  he  described, — 
"Norwich  up-lown  was  a  bcc-tiivc."f 

lAlhrop'a  tavern  on  the  Green  hud  an  assctnbly-room  \vlierc  public  fes- 
tivities wera  held,  such  as  anniversaries,  hulls,  and  ilinuei-s. 

Peck's  tavern  on  the  other  side  of  the  Gi'een  wim  overshadowed  by  ft 
large  elm  tree,  among  whose  central  boughs  an  arbor  was  fui'iUod  and" 
seats  arranged,  to  which,  on  public  days,  fiiciidly  groups  retorted  and  lintl 
refreslkmcnts  served, — a  plank  gallery  being  extended  fi-oiii  a  window  of 
tlio  bouse  to  the  bower,  as  a  means  of  access. 

Brown's  hotel  was  famous  for  good  dinnciti,  and  was  palronixcd  by 
gentlemen  boarders.  Mereliants  from  Ibo  We.it  Indies  ciimc  there  at 
intervals,  and  wore  always  ready  for  cxcuraions  and  out-door  nmu:iemeiili».§ 

•  ThU  Dnn  bcipin  in  1780,  niul  vonlhiuwl  willuiiil  (^tiuii;^i  tiri-iily  livu  ye:in.  Tin 
pMtncra  wDro  Urinli  Tnicy  and  .Ios0|>li  Cuil.  No  ilcBi-cu>liiiaa  at  either  of  ilii'su  men 
now  rcmnin.  Mr.  CoLt  wua  never  marticd,  and  llio  oiity  sou  uf  Mr.  Truty  ilieil  in  1834 
iritboat  poslority. 

t  Capt.  Loator  itlcd  Aug.  20,  lB10,a|^d  4». 

t  Cbortes  Minor  of  WilkoslnirTO. 

t  Jeiso  Brown,  in  the  carlj  port  of  Iho  Kevolutionarj  war,  was  in  llio  acTvico  of  th« 
Stkto  OS  an  cx])rusi  agent  and  confidcnliul  nic«soii|;cr.  Udiiii)  Itio  cuncliisiun  of  lli« 
war  ho  bnilt  lili  liouso  on  tiio  I'luin,  iic.it  lo  tint  of  Dudtcr  Woodliiid^u,  uud  ucviiplFil 
it  for  maay  yean  na  a  liotel.  It  ia  now  llie  roaidcnco  of  Mr.  Mo^a  Picni),  lint  tb* 
building  has  licon  repeatoUly  varied  and  iinpruvod,  (ill  it  retains  but  a  sli^jlit  resoni- 
blnnco  lo  tbo  old  liolol. 

Mr.  Vcrnctt,  wlio  mnrriud  iIh>  dnnghtcr  of  Sir.  llrown,  iiilroiliiccil  iiilo  ibo  garden 
of  lliia  bouao,  about  tlio  year  IBOU,  a  opecio)  or  grapu  not  bcCoro  culiivaied  in  ilii« 
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Manj  a  gallant  hunting-partj  with  hounds  and  servants  started  from  the 
town-plot  in  those  days. 

President  Adnms  was  accustomed  to  stop  at  Norwich  on  his  joumejs  to 
and  from  the  seat  of  government,  and  his  arrival  always  drew  forth  some 
lively  exhibition  of  respect.  The  Norwich  Packet  informs  us  that  on 
Wednesday  evening,  Aug.  1, 1797,  John  Adams  and  lady  arrived  in  town. 
''  The  matross  company  came  out  to  welcome  them  in  full  uniform,  and 
fired  a  federal  salute  of  1 G  guns.  They  proceeded  the  next  day  to  Prov- 
idence, a  large  company  on  horseback  attending  them  out  of  town." 

Mr.  Brown  was  also  a  stage  contractor.  The  communication  with  Bos- 
ton  was  three  times  a  week,  the  stage  arnving  on  Sunday,  Wednesday, 
and  Friday.  On  Sunday,  it  came  by  way  of  Providence  and  New  Lon- 
don, leaving  the  latter  place  at  8  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  arriving  at  Norwich 
Green  about  noon, — the  Ptngc-hom  odcn  sounding  just  as  the  audience 
issued  from  the  church  after  morning  service.  This  indicates  a  phase  of 
public  ophiion  different  from  that  of  1720,  when  the  Rogerenes  were 
arrested  for  traveling  on  the  Sabbath.* 

Several  merchants  in  the  town-plot  were  at  this  period  actively  engaged 
in  the  purchase  of  horses,  cattle,  and  country  produce.  Droves  of  horses 
and  mules,  and  all  tlic  buslle  of  loaded  teams  and  lowing  herds,  trampling 
out  the  grass  and  blocking  up  the  ways,  were  spectacles  of  frequent  occur- 
rence in  those  streets,  which  for  the  last  half-century  have  been  distin- 
guished only  for  rural  beauty  and  quiet  comfort. 

The  town-plot  was  not  only  the  center  of  business,  but  also  of  fashion 
and  gaiety.  Bean  Hill  had  its  grand  society.  Lord  BcUasize,  an  English 
nobleman,  rusticated  for  a  season  on  the  hill,  and  tliough  mingling  but 
little  with  the  inhabitants,  contributed  to  the  spectacles  of  the  town  by 
driving  about  in  a  handsome  chariot  with  black  servants  in  livery,  and 
rousing  the  country  echoes  by  fox-hunting. 

Of  the  causes  which  led  this  nobleman  into  temporary  seclusion  in 
America,  his  neighbors  were  ignorant.  An  advertisement  in  the  Norwich 
Packet  gives  us  a  memento  of  his  residence  here. 


region.  It  v>m  propngatcd  from  this  vino  into  other  gnnlcns,  was  highly  prized,  and 
popularly  allied  tho  Vcmctt  grape.  It  is  not  known  where  Mr.  Vcmett  obtnined  it, 
but  it  is  supposed  to  be  idcnticnl  with  tho  Isabella.  Tho  original  vino  planted  by  Mr. 
Vcmctt  still  flourishes  where  it  was  set,  and  bears  well,  though  npwards  of  fifty  years 
old. 

Mr.  Brown  removed  with  the  Vcmett  family  to  Wilkcsbarre,  Fonn.,  where  ho  died 
in  January,  1816,  ngcd  63. 

*  Tho  desecration  was  not  however  allowed  without  protest.  In  June,  1 799,  Joshua 
Lathrop  and  others  sent  a  memorial  to  tho  liCgislaturo,  asking  for  a  prohibitory  act 
Against  tho  mnning  of  the  stages  on  tho  Sabbath ;  but  tho  committee  to  whom  tho 
petition  was  referred,  reported  that  tho  existing  laws,  if  duly  exocatod,  were  solBciont 
to  remedy  tho  evil. 
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Run  awny  rrom  the  aut»onli«r  a  negro  Bcrvxnl  namuil  Ji'nn  Louis.  WIkkvit  will 
toko  np  eniil  Negro  nni]  return  Ijim  to  Iiis  innelei  alialt  Imve  ono  ucol  nJivnnI,  but  nu 
i'liiir{j;ui  pniil.    All  ]>onioiu  uro  forliiil  trusting  Iiiiii  on  nccouiit  of  llio  (ultHTilwr. 

lIULitdtKK. 

NorwU'h,  Jiino  ao,  17U8. 

These  sources  of  cxeitemcnt  nnil  interest,  wiUi  Uio  popiilnrily  of  llic 
schools,  the  resilience  of  the  governor,  the  freqiient  viEils  of  (lublic  func- 
tionaries,  nnil  Die  prevalence  of  social  dinners  onil  tea-imrlics,  luudu  litan 
UiU,  the  Meeting- House  Green,  an<l  liQund  (he  Square,  llie  bi'illiiiiit  {lart 
of  Ihc  town." 

It  is  rem.irltnble  llmt  eo  mucli  g.iiety,  excitement  nnd  Eociitl  enjoyment 
sbonlil  have  cxislcil  in  conjnnction  with  early  lioiirH,  iiiJustrious  liubits, 
moderate  expenditure,  and  Etrict  propriety  of  mnnnei-s.  The  nooii-bcll 
and  the  evcning-licM   slill  reliiincJ  their  uiilhoihy.     Twdvc  o'dwk  snm- 

Samnel  Trumbull  ettablishad  a  circoUtiiig  litnwy  about  the  fear  1798; 
irtiioh  waa  gradaally  increaMd  to  420  voluinea,  camprinng  the  |K^olar 
jtta^ng  of  dte  daj,  l^7i|  novels,  tmrels,  ean^  MakHtei,  Himoiia.  Mr. 
^nnmball  remored  rafaaeqiieiitly  to  Stonington  Poin^  nhtm,  ia  Septem- 
bar,  1798,  be  isetied  the  first  wuiiber  of  a  weekly  newsfM^nr  called  "A 
Joinnal  of  the  Tlinea." 

,  The  MKceM  of  bli  libtaiy  led  the  way  to  a  coUooUon  at  more  ulid 
woAm.  In  1790,  a  oommiUeo  of  Ow  dtiaena  of  lite  town-plot  oipiilsed 
A  library  AModatlon.  A  Bulncriittlon  wna  taken  njt,  aihI  SfiO  vohunca 
Bclcctutl  fivin  ihu  choii^L'^il  store.i  of  Kiigliiili  lilunilnn',  were  iiiireiiiueil  fur 
u  beginning. 

This  library  continued  in  operation  about  forty  years,  and  lliougb  never 
much  enlarged  beyond  the  original  stock,  circulated  tlioroiiglily  among  the 
steady-habited  residents  of  the  old  part  of  the  town,  conlrihuling  I0  the 
intellectual  culture  of  the  young  nnd  Ibo  rcfrcMlimcnt  of  more  mature 
minds. 

In  1797,  .lolm  nnd  Consider  Sterry  were  book-sellers  and  book-binders. 
These  men  were  brothers,  both  of  marked  inlullcct  nnd  good  executive 
capacity,  Ihc  one  devoting  hid  leisure  momenta  to  the  duties  of  n  Daptist 
elder,  nnd  the  other  to  the  improvement  of  the  molliod  of  taking  lunar 
observations.  They  ^oon  added  to  their  eslnbliHhineiit  a  marble  paper 
inanufuclory  nnd  the  puhlicaliun  of  a  newspaper,  viz.,  '-The  True  Repub- 
lican," firat  issued  in  1804. 

Norwich  wa.^  at  this  time  favored  in  her  [)liy3icianH.  Dr.  Jonathan 
Marsh,  who  died  in  17D8,  was  not  only  n  successful  bone-seller,  but  sbill- 

*  AUroniaoment  in  liio  Norwiuli  I'lickot,  1701  : 

"Tlie  Ladid  and  Gentlumen  of  HorwicL  ore  inrormod  Uiat  tlie  Ttieatro  will  b« 
uO|iGnc<I  at  tlie  Court  Hoqsc  lliis  ovcning;  with  the  trn^'ady  of  Douglas." 
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ful  in  other  cases  of  surgery,  and  according  to  coteraporaiy  authoritj, 
''ever  ready  to  exercise  his  skill  for  the  relief  of  the  distressed  and  the 
destilute." 

l>oclora  Philip  Turaer  and  Philemon  Tracy  were  men  of  high  profes- 
sional merit,  the  one  more  particularly  valued  in  cases  of  surgery,  and  the 
other  in  those  of  disease.  They  had  generally  some  young  student  under 
their  instruction,  visiting  and  practising  with  them.  Dr.  John  Turner  was 
a  worthy  pupil  and  successor  of  his  father.  Another  son,  William  Pitt 
Turner,  also  a  surgeon  by  profession,  was  one  of  those  sportive  and  orig- 
inal chnrnctcra  that  give  a  lively  zest  to  the  social  circle.  The  professional 
circular  of  Kenjamin  Sutler,  M.  D.,  issued  in  1787,  announces  tliat  he 
had  been  "rc«;ularly  educ«ited  by  the  learned  Doctor  Philip  Turner  in  the 
sciences  of  Physick  and  Surgery." 

The  Turner  house  in  Norwich  stood  against  a  back-gi-ound  of  rocks, 
ovei'shndowed  with  trees.  The  oirice  near  by  was  one  of  the  noted  local- 
ities of  the  place,  regarded  by  children  with  a  kind  of  shivering  admira- 
tion, as  containing  a  secret  closet,  where  an  anatomy  known  as  old  Jbcl^s 
bones  was  kept,  and  winning  the  «ittention  of  travelers  by  its  sign  on  which 
was  painlcd  a  picture  of  the  G(X)d  Samaritan  raising  u])  the  wounded  man 
while  the  Priest  and  Tjcvite  prussed  on  with  averted  eyes.* 

Ilio  princiiKil  students  of  Dr.  Tracy  were  Asher  and  Abel  Huntington, 
brothers, — the  former  settling  in  Ciicnango  county,  N.  Y.,  and  the  latter 
at  East  Hampton,  L.  I. ;  Benajali  P.  Bailey  of  Griswold ;  Peter  Allen, 
who  emigrated  to  Ohio ;  and  Richard  P.  Tracy,  the  son  of  the  practi- 
tioner, now  and  for  forty  years  past  a  physician  in  Norwich-town.  The 
pnifcssion.'il  life  of  tiie  three  Tracy s,  father,  son,  and  grandson,  covers  a 
l>eriod  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  years,  all  passed  in  the  same 
parish :  an  instance  of  stability  not  common  among  a  people  so  restless 
and  excitable  as  the  Americans. 

Th<^  town  w.'us  indebted  for  various  public  improvements  to  the  influence 
and  liberality  of  Dr.  .loshiia  fiathrup  and  Capt.  William  Hubbaixl.  Tliey 
were  particularly  instrumental  in  opening  streets  and  improving  the  high- 
ways both  of  town  and  landing.  The  former  gave  at  one  time  $300  to  be 
laid  out  on  the  road  aroiuid  the  north  side  of  the  central  plot,  while  Capt. 
Ilubbnrd  cmusccI  tJK'  old  prithwny  tinough  the  grove  to  be  widened  and 
cleared  of  rooks  and  incuniberio*];  trees. 

Tradition  depicts  the  wild  beauty  of  this  ancient  lane  in  such  vivid 
colors  that  we  are  almost  led  to  regret  the  impro\  emcnt.  It  was  a  wind- 
ing cnrt-pnth  along  tiie  rivor-bank,  overarched  withlofly  trees  and  crossed 
by  a  rapid  stn»ani,  where  the  teamsters  paused  in  a  hot  sunnuer*s  day  to 


*  At  tlio  Itircntciiiii.'il  piUliniiif^  in  ISSO,  this  old  si^n  wns  cxhilMtcd,  nntl  also  a 
powdor-liorn  ciipmvcd  with  figures  of  hcastH  nnd  birds  nnd  bearing  this  inscription : 
*•  Dott.  rhili])  Turner.     Ilia  horn.    Fort  Edwnnl  1758." 


516 


HISTORT    OP    NOBWICB 


relresli  llicmselves  (mil  tbeir  caUle  in  ibe  elinilc.  The  joiing  |teoi»li;  were 
ahj  of  lliis  dark  l»nc  in  tho  evening.  Yet  evenings  Uiei-e,  nt  lliu  proper 
eeoson,  were  not  without  tlicir  antcilninmenls :  wliippoorwilla  siuig  in  IIjo 
trees,  nnil  wlicrovcr  n  ejiot  of  open  tucmlow  iii)pcui'u<1,  lliu  wliulu  iiir  wiu 
in  n  glow  with  llic  apnrkle  oC  fire-flie& 

A  conBiJcriihlii  lustre  woa  llirown  upon  the  town-plot  tiy  iU  lieliig  (he 
resilience  of  the  Hon.  Sainucl  Ilinitinglon,  Governor  of  tlie  SLitu.  lie 
WOB  not  a  nntivo  of  tlie  town,  hut  hnil  eiirly  scltlcd  in  the  pliieo  as  nu 
ftttoiTiey.  His  wife  wns  a  daughter  of  the  Itev.  Ebenezcr  Dovolion,  of 
Winilhiini :  u  lady  without  tuiy  ju'clcnsiond  to  stylo  or  fiLsliiun,  but  aniinblo 
and  disci'cet.  It  was  long  remembered  thnt  in  a  white  sbort  gown,  stuff 
jietticoat,  a.  clcnn  mnslin  iipron,  and  nieely  elarclicd  cup,  sbe  woiiUl  luke 
her  knitting  und  go  out  by  two  o'cloi;k  in  the  allennion  to  take  ten  nnwre- 
moniously  willi  some  respectable  nciglilwr,  perhaps  the  butcher's  or  black- 
smith's wife.  Uiit  lliid  was  early  hi  her  married  life,  befoiij  Mr.  Ilnnt- 
iogton  was  President  of  Congress,  or  Governor  of  ConnccticnL  Tliuso 
offices  made  a  higlier  style  of  liouHekecping  appropriate,  and  in  later  dnyd 
the  movements  of  Mrs.  Huntington  in  leaving  town  or  reluming  lionie 
became  mutters  of  public  notoriety,  ond  she  was  saluted  whenever  slie 
appeared  in  public,  with  ceremonious  courtesy.*  Attnv  the  Kuvulutioii, 
tho  Governor  built  a  new  house,  clegiinl  and  spucious,  und  liveil  in  quiet 
dignity. 

This  worthy  couple  had  no  children  of  llicii'  own,  bnt  chiMmi  ulwnj*  , 
gRthered  arraiml  Ihem.  lltongli  lie  wim  wIm  iiud  Hediilv,  nml  sliu  i|uiM 
and  thrilly,  yet  lurking  beiiualh  n  giiive  exterior,  iNitb  hud  large  lii-urts 
and  that  eunny  benevolence  of  disposition  llmt  attracts  Ihu  young,  nnd 
dcliglita  in  tho  inlei-ehango  of  favors  with  Iheui,  giving  cui-e  und  euiuiael, 
for  cheer  and  fervid  feeling. 

Before  the  Revolutionary  war,  Mr.  Huntington  had  generolly  some  two 
or  three  young  Inw-Btudents  witli  him;  his  nephew,  Natlianiel  Hunting- 
ton, tnnd  the  beautiful  Betsey  Devotion,!  the  belle  of  'Windhuin,  also 

•  From  tliB  Norwich  P&ckai,  Dec.  SI,  I7<9  : 

"  On  Wedncnlii;  last,  set  ofT  from  tliis  ploce  for  the  cit/  of  Pliil&dclpLla,  tlio  Imilj 
of  SamueL  HuatingloD,  Eaq.,  I'rOBidont  of  Congress.  Slio  was  escorted  ddE  of  town 
by  a  Dumbor  of  ladies  and  gcntlomcn  of  tlio  Hrst  clinmclcr." 

t  A  fonngcr  sister  of  Mrs.  Uuniingion,  and  not  her  nioco,  as  staled  in  tho  fonncr 
history  of  Norwich.  Tlio  two  young  persons  mentioned,  died  young.  In  a  Life  of 
Auon  Bnrr,  (not  Parlon'g,)  Vol.  I.,  a  letter  is  quoted,  wriuen  from  Nomicli  by  Joa- 
athao  Bellamy,  one  of  Iho  y oang  men  who  studied  law  witii  Ur.  Bunliiigloii,  in  which 
the  wiilor  alludes  to  tho  void  made  in  their  pleasant  cireto  by  tlie  donthofNntly  llunl- 
iogton.  The  Nonirich  racket  of  Due.  8,  1774,  spenks  of  liiin  nlso  aa  n  crent  lots  lu 
the  community,  und  odds,  "  a  gtoat  concourse  of  [>co])le  attenilcd  his  obdcquics."  Ila 
WM  hi  his  a4th  year.  Etuiabeth  DorotioD,  Mrs,  Uunljpglou's  sisier,  died  kforch  8, 
1TT5,  aged  S3. 
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spent  much  of  their  time  in  his  family ;  the  house  therefore  naturally 
became  the  center  of  attraction  to  the  young  and  happy  of  that  joyous 
neigh1x>rhood. 

After  the  social  chat  and  merry  game  of  the  parlor  had  taken  their 
turn,  they  would  frequently  repair  to  tlie  kitchen,  and  dance  away  till  the 
oak  floor  shone  under  their  feet,  and  the  pewter  quivered  upon  the  dres- 
sers. These  pastimes,  however,  had  little  in  them  of  the  nature  of  a  ball ; 
there  wore  no  expensive  dresses,  no  cx)llations,  no  late  hours.  They  sel- 
dom lasted  beyond  nine  o'clock.  Accoixling  to  the  good  old  custom  of 
Norwich,  the  ringing  of  the  bell  at  that  hour  broke  up  all  meetings,  dis- 
persed all  parties,  put  an  end  to  all  discussions,  and  sent  all  visitors  quietly 
to  their  homos  and  their  beds. 

Governor  Ilnntington  was  bom  at  Windham,  July  3, 1731.  Ilis  father, 
Nathaniel  Ilnntington,  was  by  trade  both  a  farmer  and  a  clothier.  He 
gave  a  liberal  odiioation  to  three  of  his  sons,  who  devoted  themselves  to 
the  Christian  ministry ;  but  Samuel,  being  designed  for  a  mechanic,  was 
api)rcnticed  to  a  cooper,  and  fully  s'ei'ved  out  his  time. 

Roger  Wolcott,  the  chief-justice,  Samuel  Huntington,  and  Roger  Sher- 
man, tlirce  of  Conne('ti(Mit*s  noblemen,  all  began  life  with  tilling  the  soil, 
or  working  nt  some  mechanical  art. 

ISIr.  IInntin'r|()n*s  mind  was  natiually  acute  and  investigiiting,  and  his 
thirst  for  mental  improvement  so  great  as  to  surmount  all  obstacles.  From 
observnlion,  from  men,  and  from  books,  he  was  always  collecting  informa- 
tion, and  ho  soon  abandoned  manual  labor  for  study.  lie  was  self-educa- 
ted,— went  to  no  college,  attended  no  distinguished  school,  sat  at  the  feet 
of  no  great  master,  but  yet  acquired  a  rx)mpetent  knowledge  of  law,  bor- 
rowing the  necessary  books  of  Col.  Jcdidiah  Elderkin,  and  was  readily 
admitted  to  the  bar.  He  settled  in  Norwich  in  17G0,  and  soon  became 
useful  and  eminent  in  his  profession.  He  frequently  represented  the  town 
in  the  colonial  assembly,  was  active  in  many  ways  as  a  citizen,  agent  for 
the  town  in  several  cases,  and  forward  in  promoting  public  improvements. 
He  was  appointed  King's  Attorney,  and  afterward  Assistant  Judge  of  the 
Superior  Court.  In  1775,  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  served  as  President  of  that  honorable  body  during  the  ses- 
sions of  1771)  and  1780.  While  in  Congress,  his  seat  on  the  bench  was 
kept  vacant  for  him,  and  he  resumed  it  in  1781.  He  held  various  other 
important  otfices,  such  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  State  and  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor, and  in  1786  was  elected  Governor,  and  annually  re-elected  by  the 
freemen,  with  singular  unanimity,  until  his  death,  which  took  place  at 
Norwich,  .Ian.  5,  17I)G. 

He  was  honored  with  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  both  by  Yale  and  Dart- 
month. 

Mrs.  Huntington  died  June  4,  1794.    After  the  decease  of  the  two 


matosr  or  xokwiod. 


L'latiTW  b^bn  ntontioiwd,  tbej  Iwd  kdoptod  tad  odaeatod  two 
lia  Qovflmor*!  brotho*,  the  Ber.  JoMf^  HnnUaghai  of  Gbv- 
i:so  were  Samnel  and  Faanj  Htmtitigbm,  who  lired  witb  tMr 
iitires  u  ohUdrea  with  parenH,  afettiowately  and  luipplly. 
Iiieaest  to  MOtbe  ihdr  last  boon,  to  ekwe  Ik^ dying e]rae,BDd 


int<! resting  ri 
chilJren  of  t 
onlry.     Tin; 
revered  i 
They  wei 
to  plncc  I 

TIkc  diLugiiter  married  the  Ber.  S.  IX  Griflb,  ^Mident  of  WiUIaiM- 
town  Golli:gti :  thfl  aim  niaoTod  to  Obio,  and  Hrved  that  State  in  Tarioa* 
importftnt  1)111  tea. 

GovL'i-noi'  lEontiiigtai  preMrred  to  die  lait  tboM  bidiila  of  lim^kMj 
wilh  whidi  lie  began  B&.  In  tbe  poUiehed  joomal  of  the  Marqnia  4b 
Cliuattdliix,  I>a  speaki  of  Mr.  Hnntingtoa,  who  waa  then  Preeideiit  of 
OongreM,  with  maitod  reepe^  The  Hanjuii  waa  a  Uj^orXlenera)  hi 
tte  Prendi  anny  that  came  to  our  naaistance.  While  at  I'liilwletiikla,  in 
Deoember,  1760,  he  ealted  upoo  Mr.  HnnthigtoD,  in  oompBay  with  the 
Timdi  ambtMador,  and  obaerrei^  "We  found  bim  In  bla  cabtaet,  United 
1^  a  ^gle  candlB.  Tliia  umpUdty  reminded  me  of  Faliriciua  and  Iba 
mhtpemBna.**  At  another  time  Iw  dined  with  him,  in  company  with 
Mveral  other  Fraich  gentlemen  of  diatinetion,  and  adda :  "Mrs.  Hunting- 
ton,  a  good-looUng,  lua^  woman,  bat  not  yoang^  did  tlie  bonora  of  the 
table,  that  ia  to  aay,  helped  every  body,  witlioat  aaying  a  word."  Tbia 
riknee  moat  aurely  bo  attributed  to  ignoronco  of  the  longnngo  of  the  gay 
Mtvaliera,  and  not  to  any  dcOdeney  of  good  manncm  or  coavenalioaBl 
power. 

Mr.  Iliiiilinglon  vriia  of  llie  iiiitldlu  sixu,  digiiiltud  in  liU  iiuiniUT:!,  even 
to  formiility ;  i-caervtjd  in  {iu|iulur  iiitui-uuiiniu,  but  in  thu  ilouicsIJi:  uirclu 
pleasing  and  coininunicativu ;  liia  eoiii|ilcxio»  awnilliy,  Uia  uyu  vivid  und 
penetrnling.  One  who  waa  \otig  an  inioAle  of  liis  fiunily,  auid :  "I  nuvcr 
tieard  a  fiivolous  observation  from  him ;  Ills  convci'siiUun  uvcr  turned  to 
something  of  n  pmelical  imtiii'e ;  he  wus  inodeiiilu  nnd  dr<:urus{icet  hi  nil 
Ilia  movemcnb:),  und  dulivtsrcd  liia  HenliiiiuntH  in  fuw  but  wuighly  tvonli." 

He  waa  eminently  a  retigioua  mini :  as  ready  to  olTiciiite  ut  n  confcronce 
meeting,  or  to  make  a  prayer  and  read  ttie  Scriptures  when  called  upon 
in  a  public  aaacmbly,  or  to  breathe  counacl  and  consolation  by  the  hedsido 
of  the  dying,  as  to  plead  before  a  judge,  or  lo  preside  in  Congress. 

This  sketch  can  not  be  better  concluded,  tlian  with  tlie  cumest  wish 
breathed  by  a  contemporary  panegyrist, — "May  Conneelicut  never  want 
a  man  of  equal  worth  to  preside  in  her  councils,  guard  licr  interests,  and 
diffuse  prosperity  through  her  towns." 

Eliaha  Hyde,  Soger  Griswold  and  Asa  Spalding  were  at  this  lime 
prominent  men  in  the  commiinily,  as  atlomcya  and  public  olliccrs.  Nor- 
wich never  had  a  trio  of  barristers  more  able  and  more  varied  in  their 
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characteristics :  Griswold,  keen  and  impetuous ;  Spalding,  cool  and  plain- 
spoken  even  to  bluntness ;  and  Hyde,  wittj,  conciliating,  and  popular. 

A  considerable  branch  of  the  business  of  the  daj  was  the  sale  and  pur- 
chase of  public  R(K;urilics.  They  were  in  good  demand,  and  coin  was 
freely  oflercd  for  tliem.  TIicsc  securities  consisted  of  bounty  lands,  mil- 
itary rights,  indents,  continental  certificates,  loan-office  certificates,  final 
settlements,  state  notes,  soldier  notes,  pay -table  orders,  and  various  other 
pledges  that  had  supplied  the  place  of  money  during  the  war. 

Roger  Griswold  settled  in  Norwich  when  first  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1783,  and  soon  acquired  distinction  as  an  able  advocate  and  vigilant  pub- 
lic officer,  quick  and  efficient  in  carrying  out  tlie  laws,  and  rigid  in  exact- 
ing obedience.  After  his  marriage,  he  purchased  the  dwelling-house  on 
the  Green,  vacated  by  Dudley  Woodbridge  upon  his  removal  to  the  West, 
and  made  it  his  residence  until  he  left  Norwich  and  returned  to  his  native 
town,  Lyme,  which  was  in  1798.* 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  he  came  back  to  Norwich  to  die.  He  was 
elected  Governor  of  Connecticut  in  May,  1811,  and  reelected  the  suc- 
ceeding year.  For  several  years  ho  had  been  aOlict^id  with  a  disease  of 
the  heart,  which  at  intervals  caused  him  great  suflfering.  It  increased  so 
rapidly,  that  in  the  sunniier  of  1812,  he  was  removed  to  Norwich,  that  he 
might  try  the  eflect  of  a  change  of  air,  and  at  the  same  time  have  the 
benefit  of  advice  from  Dr.  Tracy,  in  whose  skill  as  a  physician  he  \\w\ 
great  confidence.  But  neither  air  nor  medicine  could  do  more  for  him 
than  alleviale  the  paroxysms  of  his  distress,  and  he  died  Oct.  25,  1812, 
aged  50. 

Asa  Spalding  was  bom  in  Canterbury  in  1757 ;  graduated  at  Yale  in 
1779 ;  studied  law  with  Judge  Adams  of  Litchfield,  and  settled  in  Nor- 
wich as  an  allorney  in  1782.  He  wjis  without  patrimony  or  any  special 
patronage,  but  by  the  force  of  native  ability,  sound  judgment,  and  integ- 
rity, he  accpiired  an  extensive  law  practice,  suslainctl  various  offices  of 
trust  and  honor,  and  by  diligence,  accompanied  with  strict  economy  in  his 
domestic  affiiirs,  amassed  a  handsome  property.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
in  1811,  he  was  reckoned  one  of  the  richest  men  in  the  CJistern  part  of 
Conned  icut. 

Yet  it  was  then  no  easy  matter  to  grow  rich  in  the  practice  of  the  law. 
The  price  for  managing  a  case  before  the  common  pleas  varied  only  from 
six  to  thirty  shillings,  and  before  the  superior  court  from  six  to  fifty-four 
shillings. 


♦  Gov.  Griswold  married,  (3ct.  21,  1788,  Fanny,  danghtcr  of  Col.  ZalMlicl  Rogers. 
Sho  survived  him  51  years,  and  died  at  Blacklmll,  Lyme,  Dec.  26,  1863,  agod  96  years 
and  9  months. 
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HU  brotlicr,  llic  liilc  Jililgo  J.ntlKT  Splil<lirig,  nlmul  ti:n  yiyire  the  junior 
of  Aaa,  sotllod  al  Norwich  in  the  practice  of  iho  law,  in  171>7.  A  thinl 
brollier,  Dr.  Iturus  SpaliVing,  n  phyaicinii  who  had  buoii  for  inimy  ycura  in 
practice  ot  Naiiliickct,  nUo  removed  to  Norwich  in  1812,*  und  thu  tliroe 
brotiiera  repose  in  (he  same  burial-ground. 

Dr.  Jothua  /Mtltrop  diod  in  1807,  al  the  age  of  84.  ITc  was  the  last 
in  Norwich  of  the  ancient  race  of  gcullpmen  that  wore  &  wliile  wig.  This, 
with  llic  til  rue-corn  ci-ed  hat,  the  gtillcring  bucttles  at  liis  knees  and  in  his 
shoes,  the  epollcss  niHIeti  in  liia  bosom,  und  the  gDhl-huiulud  liuav,  ntado 
him  ail  object  of  admiring  wonder  to  young  eyas  from  wliose  vision  sudi 
a  costume  was  passing  nwny. 

Mrs.  Livlhrop  wna  n  dituglitcr  of  tlie  Rev.  Niillinniel  EeJIs  of  Stoning- 
ton.  She  died  July  7,  1833,  in  her  Ulst  year.  Original  purti-ulla  of  iha 
couple,  painted  in  1774,  when  one  was  fifty  and  the  oilier  thirty  years  of 
oge,  are  preserved  by  their  desccnilanls. 

The  partners  nnd  successors  of  Dr.  Latlirop  were  Lis  nephews  and  sons, 
and  the  nephew  of  his  wife.  Gushing  IScIls:  tlie  fimi  clianging  fi-om  Danid 
&,  Joshua  Lullirop,  to  Ijithrop  &  Coil,  Coit  &  Latlirop,  LatUi-op  &  Eetld. 
Under  this  firm  tlie  business  was  tnmsfen'cd  lo  (he  Landing. 

Aaron  CUveland  wns  born  at  East  Ilaildiim,  Fi-h.  8,  1741,  but  spent 
bU  the  cciilrnl  und  most  active  part  of  his  life  In  Norwich.  It  has  been 
diutned  fur  him  ihiit  he  wus  tlie  flrKt  writer  in  Cniinedleiil  lo  tiill  In  ijik:^ 
tion  the  lawfiihiemi  of  slavery  and  lo  iirgim  ngiiinst  h, — n  dii>lincliuii  to 
which  III)  seein-s  lo  have  hien  justly  eiililleil.  Several  puiiiliit  urtides  on 
this  subject,  tlmt  a|)peared  In  tho  columns  of  the  Norwich  I'nckel,  are 
supposed  lo  have  eome  from  bis  pen.  In  1775,  bo  puhlisbcd  a  poem 
against  slaver)'.  In  1779,  while  a  representative  of  the  town,  lie  intro- 
duced into  llie  Legislature  a  bill  for  its  abolition.  He  wns  probably  sent 
lo  the  Assembly  for  this  very  purpose,  as  the  i>opular  sentiment  was  then 
in  favor  of  immcdiato  cmantipnliou. 

Mr.  Cleveland  oAerward  became  a  Congregational  minister,  and  was 
settled  for  a  short  time  at  Itramplon,  Vt.,  but  was  dismissed  in  1803,  and 
after  that  timo  never  settled,  but  was  occupied  in  SLipplying  vneimt  pulpits, 
lie  died  at  New  Haven,  Sept.  21,  1815. 

His  first  wife  and  two  young  children  were  interred  at  Norwich,  His 
second  wife  was  Elizahetb,  relict  of  David  Breed,  and  daughter  of  Jere- 
miah Clement. 

His  second  son,  Deacon  William  Cleveland,  nflcr  a  residence  of  soma 
years  in  New  London  and  New  York,  retunicd  to  Norwich,  and  was  set 
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•  AAcr  thodonili  of  Dr.  SiiiUilinj- in  IS30,  most  oDiubiuily  ruinovcil  lo  ilia  Woat. 
Itufus  P.  Spoldinff,  M.  C.  from  Cleveland,  Ohio,  ii  liii  eon. 
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apart  to  tho  office  of  dcncon  of  the  first  Congregational  Church,  April  30, 
1812.  lie  was  a  man  of  social,  amiable  temperament,  and  fervent  pietj. 
He  died  at  Black  llock,  Aug.  18, 1837,  at  tho  residence  of  his  son-in-law, 
Lewis  F.  Allen. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Cleveland,  for  many  years  the  excellent  city  mission- 
ary of  Boston,  is  another  of  the  sons  of  Rev.  A.  P.  Cleveland.  He  was 
bom  at  Norwich,  June  21,  1772,  and  though  now  (18G5)  93  years  of  age, 
has  health  and  energy  sufficient  to  continue  his  walks  of  usefulness  and 
visits  of  mercy. 

One  of  the  daughters  of  'Mr.  Cleveland  married  David  L.  Dodge,  and 
a  daughter  of  the  second  wife,  the  youngest  of  his  tliirteen  children,  mar- 
ried the  Rev.  Samuel  II.  Coxc,  D.  D. 

William  IFuhhard^  son  of  Daniel  and  Martha  (Coit)  Hubbard,  was  an 
inhabitant  of  Norwich  for  about  twenty -five  years,  in  business  as  a  branch 
of  the  firm  of  Ilubbaixls  &  Greene,  Boston.  He  married  Lydia,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph 'Coit  of  New  London,  which  brought  him  into  tlie  relation- 
ship of  nephew  to  Doctors  Daniel  and  Joshua  Lathrop,  the  mother  of  his 
wife  being  their  sister.  An  uncommon  mortality  seems  to  have  blighted 
his  domci^tic  relations.  A  youthful  daughter  died  in  1770 ;  his  first  wife 
in  1778 ;  and  soon  after  his  return  to  Boston  in  1788,  his  second  wife  was 
laid  in  the  grave.  His  oldest  son,  William,  died  Sept  10,  1789,  aged  22, 
and  a  month  later,  the  oldest  son  by  the  second  wife,  aged  nine  years. 
The  death  of  these  half-brothers  was  bewailed  in  various  elegiac  verses 
printed  at  the  time.  Tiicy  were  buried  each  by  the  side  of  his  motlier, 
ono  in  Norwich  and  the  other  in  Boston.  Joseph,  a  third  son,  died  May 
25,  1700,  and  was  also  interred  at  Norwich  in  the  family  group.  Before 
the  close  of  the  year,  Dec.  28,  1790,  ISIr.  Hubbard's  oldest  child,  Lydia, 
the  young  wife  of  Thomas  Lathrop,  aged  25  years,  was  also  laid  in  the 
grave. 

]VIr.  Hubbard's  third  wife  wns  a  Miss  Copely  of  Boston.  He  afterward 
removed  to  Colchester,  Ct.,  and  there  died  in  1801,  aged  61. 

Daniel  L.  Coit  was  one  of  the  sterling  men  of  Norwich :  intelligent, 
rcfnu'd,  nnd  of  spotless  character.  He  was  a  native  of  New  London,  but 
at  an  early  age  was  placed  with  his  uncles,  the  brothers  Lathrop,  eminent 
druggists  of  Norwich,  and  ultimately  became  their  partner.  After  arriv- 
ing at  mature  age,  he  went  to  England  as  ngent  of  the  company,  to  pur- 
chase goods,  and  before  returning  home,  made  a  brief  tour  upon  the  con- 
tinrnt.  lie  was  at  Varis  when  the  first  successftd  balloon  experiment  was 
made*.  Tills  wns  the  famous  ascent  of  JNIcssrs.  Ciiai'les  and  Robert,  Dec. 
1,  1783.  Mr.  Coit  was  present,  and  wrote  an  account  of  tliis  wonderful 
event  to  his  father  in  Norwich,  which  was  published  in  the  weekly  news- 
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paper,  and  was  the  first  notice  on  tliis  side  of  the  Atlantic,  of  wliat  tlie 
writer  calls 

"2%w  new  art  of  fiyingP 

He  observes  that  balloons  had  been  before  dispatched  into  the  heavens 
without  navigators,  but  in  this  instance,  'Hwo  men  placing  themselves  in 
the  car  ascended  to  the  height  of  500  jards  and  then  sailed  away  oa  tlie 
wings  of  the  wind  to  the  distance  of  nine  leagues,"  The  writer  adds, — 
**The  novelty  of  the  thing  is  so  gi*eat  that  it  engrosses  lialf  the  talk  and 
attention  of  the  city." 

Mr.  Coit  was  one  of  the  original  purchasers  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
and  made  repeated  visits  to  that  remote  and  solitary  region,  assisting 
largely  in  the  settlement  by  his  advice,  means,  and  influence. 

He  was  fond  of  agriculture,  of  the  natural  sciences,  and  of  books,  lie 
died  Nov.  27, 1833,  in  Uie  80th  year  of  his  age. 


At  the  annual  election  for  Governor  in  178G,  000  votes  were  given  in 
Nonvich  for  Gov.  Huntington.  This  is  not  only  a  remarkable  instance 
of  home  popularity,  and  of  harmony  of  opinion  in  the  eigiit  societies,  but 
it  shows  that  the  town  contained  a  large  proportion  of  solid  men, — a  cer- 
tain amount  of  property  as  well  as  a  fair  character  being  then  an  indis- 
pensable qualification  of  a  voter.  Even  in  the  present  day  of  aliiiust 
unlimited  elective  franchise,  it  is  rare  to  fnid  a  much  larger  pro|H)i-(i(iu  tif 
the  iiiliabilunls  of  a  town  volcrs.  Tlic  po[>ula(i(ui  of  Norwirli  was  I  lien 
nearly  7000.  In  171)0,  aflcr  llic  division  of  llic  town,  the  census  ^lood 
thus: 

Norwich,     -             -  -             -             328-1 

Franklin,            -             -  -             -      1192 

Lisbon,        -             -  -             -             107  G 

IJozrah,              .             -  .             .        t)-JG 

East  Society,  in  Preston,  -             -              1100 


'p 


Total,  -  -  -      7578 

This  was  but  a  slight  variation  from  the  number  in  1770 ;  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  and  repeated  emigrations  having  kept  the  stream  of  pop- 
ulation flowing  in  nearly  a  dead  level  for  twenty  years. 


^  CHAPTER   XLII. 

CouRT-IIouRE.    MAJ«ONnY.    Wasiiinoton's  Dbath.    Prisoners  from  St.  Do- 
mingo.   First  Society  Affairs.    Fires.    Turnpikes  and  Railroad. 

In  17r»l),  a  vote  was  i>as.«»C(l  to  build  a  new  court-hoiisc,  50  feet  by  26 
or  28.  It  wa-*  to  slaiul  near  the  corner  of  tlic  Green,  in  front  of  tlic  old 
one,  wliicli  was  then  extant,  though  dihipidated.  The  building  committee 
were  Ilezekiah  and  Jabez  Huntington  and  Dr.  Daniel  Latlirop,  and  the 
expense  was  to  be  liquidated  by  a  penny  rate. 

This  house  was  completed  in  1 701,  and  placed  in  charge  of  Samuel 
TIun(in;;(ou,  lOscj.,  then  a  popular  attorncjy  of  the  [)Ia<*,e,  aflcrwaiil  Prcfli- 
dent  (»f  I  lie*  (Vmtinenlal  Oongress  and  CJovenior  of  the  State.  A  cham- 
ber in  the  hiiildiiig  wjis  a,ssigned  to  him  for  his  oflico  a.s  tjown  agent. 

Tiiis  is  tiie  edifice  still  known  as  the  old  court-house,  but  used  for  many 
years  jiast  for  a  school.  In  1793,  no  repairs  having  been  made  since  the 
erection  of  the  house,  its  ruinous  condition  was  such  as  to  call  forth  a  pro- 
test from  the  court.  Whereupon  the  town  claimed  that  they  were  not 
obliged  to  kee[»  a  court-house  in  repair  for  the  court**,  and  sent  a  petition 
to  the  General  Assembly,  that  the  county  should  be  directed  to  repair  the 
court-house  or  build  a  new  one.  The  dissension  between  the  town  and 
county  on  this  subject  continued  for  several  years;  but  in  1798  tlie  house 
was  thoroughly  repaired  and  i)ainted  by  the  town,  and  a  sum  raised  by 
sub<ci  iplion  for  removing  it  from  its  awkward  station  on  the  Green.  It 
was  carried  across  the  street,  and  phiced  in  its  present  jjosition,  whei*e  it  is 
supposed  to  stand  nearly  if  not  precisely  upon  the  site  of  Major  Masod's 
original  dwelling-house,  erected  in  November,  1659. 

A  house  for  annnunition  was  also  built  about  tlie  same  time  asthecoart- 
hoii«e,  17(»0.  It  was  a  scpmre  stone  receptacle,  standing  on  the  declivity 
of  the  hill  hy  the  path  that  led  up  to  the  meethig-bouse.  Here  a  few 
muske!<,  a  ijuantity  of  bullets,  and  about  3000  lbs.  of  powder  were  depos- 
ited, an<l  tin'  key  committed  to  Mr.  Huntington. 

This  powfler-house  was  blown  up  in  the  year  1784.  The  train  was 
laid  by  som<»  unknown  incendiary,  but  being  discovered  half  an  hour 
before  the  explosion,  it  might  have  been  easily  extinguished,  if  any  one 
could  have  been  found  suflicicntly  daiing  to  attempt  it.    The  timely  dis* 
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covery,  however,  prcvente<1  any  injury  to  life  or  liml),  as  all  in  tlie  neigU- 
borbood  were  advertised  of  the  danger,  and  ke|»t  out  of  the  way.  The 
concussion  was  violent;  windows  were  broken,  timlicrs  lo«kscnedy  roofs 
started,  plastering  cracked,  and  furniture  thrown  down.  AVhere  the  build- 
ing stood,  the  ground  was  left  entirely  free  of  rubbish ;  not  even  a  stone 
of  the  foundation  remained  on  the  site,  :uid  only  one  of  them  coultl  be 
identified  after  wants,  and  tliat  descended  u{x>n  a  roof  at  some  distance, 
and  passing  through  two  floors,  lodged  in  the  cellar.  A  bag  of  ciuinister 
shot  flew  into  the  chamber  window  of  the  parsonage.  The  meetiftg-house 
was  much  shattered  by  this  explosion. 


Masonry.  About  1790,  Freemasonry  began  to  be  popular  in  Norwich. 
In  1794,  Somerset  Lotlge  was  constituted  with  great  |)om]>.  The  services 
were  at  the  meeting-house  in  the  town-plot.  Bisliop  Seabury  preached  a 
sermon  in  the  morning,  from  Pleb.  3:4.  A  grand  procession  was  tlien 
formed,  which  passed  through  the  town,  accompanied  by  a  band  of  music ; 
dinner  was  serve<l  in  a  rural  bower  erected  upon  the  jdiiin,  and  in  the 
afternoon  the  lodge  again  proceeded  to  the  meeting-house,  and  listened  to 
another  sermon,  by  the  Rev.  Elhunan  Winchester,  from  Psalm  133  : 1, — 
'^  Behold  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together 
in  unity." 

From  this  spirited  beginning,  l^Fasonry,  though  more  {Mtpular  at  some 
periods  tlian  others,  1ms  never  seriously  dcdincd.  The  aiiiiiial  ti'>tival  of 
Somerset  Loil^e  was  giiiuMjilIy  *^raciMl  willi  a  imMio  oral  ion.  In  17Hrt, 
on  tlie  festival  of  St.  John  the  Ua[)lisl,  ihc  IValcrnily  met  at  Hraman*s 
Hotel  on  the  Ciiclsea  Parade,  and  marched  in  procession  to  the  First 
Society  meeting-liousc,  wliere  a  discours(i  was  dehvered  by  the  Kev.  John 
Tyler,  and  odes  and  psahns  were  sung  under  tlic  direction  of  J\lr.  IJoh- 
erts,  ft  noted  chorister  of  that  era.  A  [)uhlic  dinner  and  masonic  toasts 
were  the  usual  accom[)animont  of  these  festivals. 

A  Franklin  Chapter  of  K.  A.  M.  was  instituted  soon  after  the  forma- 
tion of  Somerset  Lodge.  This  also  had  its  annual  celebration.  An  ora- 
tion before  the  Chapter  at  the  Feast  of  St.  Andrew  in  1810,  by  Ulysses 
Selden,  was  published.  Mr.  Sidden  was  a  young  man  of  pleasing  exte- 
rior, gay  disposition,  and  elocjuent  discourse,  who  settled  in  Norwich  as  an 
attorney,  lie  died  after  a  brief  practice  of  his  profession,  and  was 
interred  at  Lyme,  his  native  jdace.  This  oration  is  the  chief  memorial 
left  of  his  residence  in  Norwich. 

Tlie  Masons  in  Norwich  have  always  been  creditably  distinguished  for 
the  liberality  with  which  they  dispense  their  funds  to  aid  imi>overished 
brethren  or  their  families.  They  have  now  several  chapters,  councils  and 
encampments  in  the  town.     Unais  Hall,  formerly  the  gathering-place  of 


HISTORY    OP    NORWICH.  526 

the  Society  of  Odd  Fellows,  has  recently  been  remodeled  and  dedicated  to 
Masonic  purposes  by  the  fraternity  of  Somerset  Lodge. 


Washington's  death,  Dec  14,  1790,  was  commemorated  in  Norwich 
with  solemn  religious  services.  On  the  Sabbath  following,  Dr.  Strong 
delivered  a  memorial  sermon.  At  the  Landing,  the  Episcopal  and  Con- 
gregational churches  were  both  shrouded  in  black,  and  tlie  two  congrega- 
tions united  in  the  commemorative  services.  They  assembled  at  theEpi^ 
copal  church,  where  prayers  were  read  and  a  solemn  dirge  performed.  A 
procession  was  then  formed  of  botli  sexes,  which  moved  with  plaintive 
music  and  tolling  bells  to  the  CJongrcgational  church,  where  a  discourse 
was  dcliveiTd  by  Mr.  King,  from  the  text,  How  are  the  mighty  fallen  1 

Subsoqucnll}',  on  the  day  recommended  by  Congress  for  the  national 
observance,  the  societies  again  united ;  the  liev.  Mr.  Tyler  delivered  an 
oration,  and  several  original  odes,  hymns  and  lamentations  were  sung  or 
chanted. 

The  sermons  of  Mci^prs.  Strong  and  King  and  tlie  eulogy  of  Mr.  Tyler 
were  each  separately  published. 


Li  September,  1800,  tlie  U.  S.  ship  Trumbull,  Cnpt  Jewett,  returning 
from  a  cruise  against  the  French,  c^mc  into  New  London  harbor  witli  a 
prize  vessel  of  ten  gims,  called  La  Vengeance,  which  had  been  taken  near 
the  port  of  Jacquemcl  in  the  AVest  Indies,  with  140  persons  on  board. 
These  were  delivered  over  to  the  authorities  as  prisoners  of  war,  and 
seventeen  of  them  sent  to  Norwich,  where  they  remained  about  six 
months.* 

The  terrific  war  of  the  races,  French,  Spaniards  and  Africans  strug- 
j;ling  for  dominion,  had  made  fearful  havoc  in  St.  Domingo,  and  at  this 
piM-iod  (J<*n.  Uigautl  was  at  the  head  of  one  party,  and  the  African  chief 
Toiiissaint  of  the  other.  The  latter  had  laid  siege  to  Jacquemcl,  which 
was  about  to  surrender,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants,  apprehensive  that 
an  indiscriniinnte  sack  and  slanglitcr  would  follow,  fled  with  what  little 
]»roperty  tlwy  could  carry  with  them,  to  the  vessels  in  the  harbor  for 
safet}'.  It  was  one  of  these  vessels  endeavoring  to  reach  Cuba  with  its 
throng  of  exiles,  that  was  taken  by  the  Trumbull. 

The  prisoners  were  natives  of  St,  Domingo,  partly  of  French  origin, 
but  with  a  lar;:c  admixture  of  African  blood.  They  were  mostly  civil 
oHicers,  captains  of  bari;es,  merchants  and  their  servants,  and  though 
nominally  of  Uigand's  parly,  they  had  taken  no  active  part  in  the  contest. 


*  Eighty-four  wcro  sent  to  Ilnrtfonl ;  the  remainder  were  retained  in  New  London. 
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and  might  reasonably  have  expected  that  an  American  sliip  would  hu- 
manely favor  tlieir  flight,  rather  than  plunder  them  of  then*  goods  and 
cany  them  into  captivity. 

The  prisoners  sent  to  Norwich  were  treated  with  compassionate  kind- 
ness. TJiey  had  the  privilege  of  the  gaol  limits,  and  were  allowed  to 
stroll  from  house  to  house.  Wholesome  food  and  comfortable  winter  gar- 
ments were  provided  for  them.  Dr.  Philemon  Tracy,  who  attended  on 
them  as  their  physician,  apprehending  that  they  would  suffer  fix>m  tlie 
rigors  of  a  cold  climate,  made  great  exertions  to  procure  their  immediate 
release.  It  was  not  however  till  March,  1801,  that  the  Government  vir- 
tually condemned  their  capture  by  oinlering  tlieir  free  discluirge  and  fur- 
nishing them  with  transportation  home. 

Some  of  these  exiles  were  men  of  education  and  ability.  One  of  them 
Iiad  been  a  justice  of  the  peace ;  another,  a  young  mulatto  of  manly  and 
dignified  deportment,  was  afterward  the  able  and  discreet  President  of  the 
Bepublie  of  Hayti.  He  was  then  about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and 
having  already  attained  considerable  rank  in  the  order  of  Freemasons, 
he  was  boarded  while  in  Nonvich,  at  the  expense  of  the  Masonic  Lodge, 
in  a  private  family.  Most  of  his  leisure  time  he  employed  in  perfecting 
himself  in  the  English  language,  and  at  his  departure  he  cut  from  a  piece 
of  his  linen,  his  name,  marked  at  full  length,  Jean  Pierre  Bot/er,  and  gave 
it  to  one  of  the  young  members  of  the  family,  that  had  assisted  him  in  his 
lessons.  "Keep  this,''  he  said,  '^and  perhaps,  some  day,  you  may  send  it 
to  me  in  a  letter,  and  I  will  remember  you." 

The  lad  lo:5t  his  mark,  but  nearly  Iwi'iily  yoars  aflcrwanl,  President 
Boyer,  tlien  at  (lie  head  of  the  llaylieii  UepubUc,  made  iiuiuirii.'s  of  ccr- 
tahi  Norwich  ship-masters  respecting  his  former  friends,  and  sent  a  hand- 
some gratuity  to  the  two  families  in  which  he  had  been  treated  with 
special  kindness.* 


On  the  Ttli  of  February,  1801,  the  chureii  in  the  town-plot  (completed 
iu  1770)  was  consumed  to  ashes  by  the  torch  of  some  unknown  incendiary. 
A  group  of  contiguous  buildings,  viz.,  the  retail  store  of  ^Messrs.  Carcw  & 
Huntington,  an  unoccupied  dweHing-honsc,  formerly  belonging  to  Dudley 
Woodhridge,  and  recently  the  abode  of  lloger  Griswold,  Ks<[.,  and  several 
barns,  sheds,  and  out-houses,  were  destroyed  iu  the  same  conllagnition. 
The  fire  was  undoubtedly  kindled  by  design,  but  the  perpetrator  was  never 
discovered. 

Four  years  previous, — in  February,  1797, — attcm])ts  had  been  made, 
night  after  night,  to  set  lire  to  these  same  buildings,  and  two  barns  near 
them  were  successively  destroyed.     Trains  had  been  repeatedly  laid,  and 


♦  To  tlio  widows  of  Consider  Stcrry  und  Diah  Miuinhig,  each  a  donalion  of  $400. 
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fires  kindlod,  which  were  discovered  and  extinguished  before  much  damage 
was  done.  Mr.  Urced,  Mayor  of  the  City,  issued  a  proclamation,  (Feb. 
7th,)  offering  a  reward  of  $500  for  the  discovery  of  the  culprit.  A  vig- 
ilant watch  was  also  kept  for  some  time  in  the  vicinity  of  tlic  church,  and 
no  further  attempt  was  made  at  this  point,  but  fires  were  kindled  and 
bams  consumed  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  Similar  attempts  at  arson 
occurred  at  intervals  for  three  or  four  years,  leading  to  the  suspicion  that 
they  were  all  the  work  of  some  brooding,  lurking  incendiary,  till  they 
cuhniimtrd  in  the  deslniction  of  the  church  in  1801.  The  culprit  was 
never  discovered. 

It  is  an  old  remark,  oflcn  proving  true,  that  fires  arc  great  improvers : 
they  arc  probably  borne  with  more  pliila«ophy  on  that  account  A  new 
chiirch  oflince  was  sj)eodily  eroded  on  the  old  silo,  the  expense  being 
dofrnyod  partly  by  snl>i«orij»tion,  and  partly  by  a  lottery  granted  by  the 
Legisl.'itnre  at  tlio  ISfay  session  of  1801.  This  church  stands  upon  land 
belonging  to  the  town. 

In  town  meeting,  12  Mny,  1801.  "  The  Town  gmnts  liberty  to  the  let  Ecclesiastical 
Society  to  erect  a  Mcctinj;  Ilotiso  on  the  Town  Common,  west  of  tlie  highway,  neftr 
where  the  last  meeting  house  stood  that  was  destroyed  by  fire." 

Tiio  cf>rnor-stone  was  laid  with  interesting  ceremonies  by  Gen.  Ebene- 
zer  Huntington,  on  the  18th  of  June.  Only  a  few  words  were  uttered, 
but  tlH»y  were  of  solemn  import  "May  the  house  raised  on  this  founda- 
tion become  a  temple  of  the  Lord  and  the  dwelling-place  of  the  Holy 
Spirit."  A  throng  of  spectators  murmured  their  assent,  and  young  people 
standing  above  on  the  rocks  waved  their  green  boughs.  Dr.  Strong,  the 
pastor,  then  oflorcfl  prayer. 

In  the  siy\v  of  church  architecture,  this  edifice  displayed  a  great  advance 
ovor  all  o\\w.v  chnrdics  in  this  part  of  the  State.  It  had  groined  arches, 
mas9i\  f»  pilhirs  to  Fiipport  llie  gallery,  and  a  central  dome  painted  sky- 
bhic :  l)nt  it  retained  the  ohl  forms  of  a  high  contracted  pulpit  and  s<iuarc 
pews.* 

In  1845,  the  interior  was  entirely  remodeled,  and  since  that  period  it 
has  been  a  second  time  renovated  and  improved. 

In  180.*),  the  house  was  surrounded  with  Lombardy  poplars.  They 
flouri:5hed  about  twenty  years,  and  kept  their  places  ten  years  longer  in 
gradual  d«»cay. 

In  1810,  stoves  were  introduced. 

In  1824,  the  ba<?s-viol  gave  place  to  an  organ. 

Tiie  Sabbath  School  commenced  about  1820,  and  was  long  kept  in  the 
court-lioiise.  The  present  chapel  was  erected  in  1852,  the  site  being  a 
gift  to  the  society  from  Mrs.  Harriet  Peck  Williams.     It  contains  a  hall 


♦  Architect,  Joseph  Tcity  of  Hartford. 
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for  lectures  and  Sabbath  Schools,  and  a  library  and  study  for  the  pastor. 
The  library,  though  not  extensive,  comprises  a  number  of  ancient  books 
and  pamphlets  of  considerable  rarity  and  value. 

In  1829,  Dr.  Strong  applied  to  the  society  to  settle  a  colleague  with  him 
in  the  ministry,  wishing,  he  said,  to  liave  the  same  satisfaction  tliat  his 
venerable  predecessor  had  enjoyed  towards  the  close  of  his  life,  in  behold- 
ing the  church  and  congregation  harmoniously  unite  in  settling  a  successor. 
Tliat  this  object  might  be  accomplislied  with  less  inconvenience  to  his  peo- 
ple, he  voluntarily  proi)Osed  to  relinquish  his  salary  after  the  first  year. 
The  society  acceded  to  his  request,  and  tlie  llev.  Cornelius  B.  Everest, 
who  had  been  previously  settled  at  Windliam,  was  installed  as  his  col- 
league the  same  year. 

Dr.  Strong  was  bom  at  Coventry,  Ct,  Sept  21,  1753 ;  was  ordained  at 
Norwich,  March  18,  1778;  and  died  Dec  18,  1834,  agetl  81. 

The  pastomtes  of  Drs.  Lord  and  Strong  comprise  117  years,  besides 
six  years  of  joint  service.  This  is  an  extraordinary  instance  of  ministe- 
rial longevity,  perhaps  unequaled  in  the  ecclesiastical  annals  of  New 
England.* 

Mr.  Everest,  who,  aAer  tlie  decease  of  Dr.  Strong,  became  the  sole 
pastor  of  the  churcli,  was  dismissed  in  April,  183G,t  and  succeeded  by 
Rev.  Hiram  P.  Arms,  the  ])resent  pastor. 

Mr.  Arms  is  a  native  of  Windsor,  Ct.,  bom  in  1799,  graduated  at  Yale 
College  in  1824,  and  was  8ettle4l  in  the  ministry  successively  at  Hebron 
and  at  Wolcottville,  Ct.,  ofHciating  about  three  years  in  each  place,  lie 
was  installed  at  Norwich  Aug.  3,  183G,  and  is  now,  in  the  Icngdi  of  his 
pastorate,  the  senior  pastor  of  all  (Icnonrniatiuns  in  Norwich. 

This  church  has  a  fund  of  §12,000.  It  numhers  over  200  members, 
and  comprises  about  125  families. 


The  most  destructive  fires  in  Norwich  h:ive  been  those  in  which 
churches  have  been  consumed.  That  of  February,  1801,  which  swei>t 
away  the  church  of  the  First  Society,  luis  been  noticed.  Another  of  still 
greater  extent,  in  which  the  Congregational  church  in  Chelsea  was  de- 
stroyed, will  be  more  particularly  noticed  in  a  subsequent  chapter. 


*  Instances  that  como  near  to  it  arc  tlio  followin«^.  The  successive  ministries  of  Itcv. 
Anthony  Stoihlard  and  Rev.  Noah  Bencilict  at  Woodbury,  Ct.,  amounted  to  1 1 1  years, 
from  1702  to  1813.  In  the  first  parish  in  Y'ork,  Me.,  two  ministers  occupied  tho  pulpit 
from  1700  to  180G. 

t  Mr.  Everest  afterward  held  the  pastoral  oflicc  successively  at  lUoomfield  and  at 
Windsor,  but  subseipiently  withdrew  from  the  Congregational  ministry.  "  On  tho  .*Jd 
of  Juno,  1860,  he  received  baptism  by  immersion  at  tlie  hands  of  Rev.  Dr.  Kcnnard  of 
Philadelphia,  being  at  tho  time  71  years  old."     Cong.  Quarterly,  Vol.  III.,  p.  264. 


-ye.cy::;/,. . ., , 
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The  second  church  built  bj  the  Congregational  Society  in  Chelsea  fell 
a  prej  to  the  flames  in  1844,  being  so  far  consumed  as  to  render  it  advisa- 
ble to  build  a  whoUj  new  edifice. 

The  Main  Street  Congregational  Church  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  Sep- 
tember, 1854,  having  stood  only  nine  years. 

The  Baptist  Church  at  Grceneville  was  burnt  down  Feb.  27,  1854. 

Of  tlie  other  casualties  by  fire,  two  have  been  attended  with  loss  of 
life,  vir..: 

April  12,  1801.  A  house  in  the  town-plot,  between  the  dwellings  of 
Col.  Christopher  LcfTingwcIl  and  Mr.  John  Bliss,  occupied  by  Jackson 
Browne,  an  English  gentleman,  was  wholly  and  rapidly  consumed,  with 
most  of  its  contents.  The  flames  burst  forUi  at  midnight,  and  when  first 
disnivrrcd,  the  whole  interior  of  the  lower  story  was  on  fire.  Several  of 
the  family  oscapod  with  difHculty,  and  one  of  the  children  perished  in  the 
flames.  Mr.  Browne's  card  of  thanks  refers  to  the  strenuous  exertions 
made  by  the  citizens  to  rescue  his  lost  child.  Her  funeral  service  was 
attended  by  the  licv.  Mr.  Tyler,  who  recorded  the  fact  as  follows : 

"  Sophia,  dniiglitcr  of  Jackson  Browne,  Esq.  of  Uio  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and 
of  Eliza  liM  wife,  lictwccn  7  and  8  years  of  ago,  who  perished  in  the  burning  of  the 
house  eight  days  before :  the  interment  was  of  the  few  bones  found  in  the  ashes  April 
21,  1801."* 

The  house  of  Mr.  Andrew  Griswold  of  Bean  Hill  was  destroyed  by 
fire  Feb.  27,  1811.  The  weather  was  cold;  rain  was  falling;  the  fire 
commenced  in  the  lower  story,  and  the  members  of  the  family  reposing  in 
the  chambers  were  aroused  too  late  to  escape  by  the  stairway.  Some  of 
them  hMipcd  from  the  windows.  Miss  Phebc  llunn,  an  infirm  woman,  the 
sister-in-law  of  Mr.  Griswold,  perished  in  the  flames. 


The  road  between  Norwich  and  New  London,  passing  through  the  Afo- 
hrgan  Jtehls,  w:w  Ar^t  laid  out  by  order  of  the  Jjc^gislatnre,  under  the  sur- 
vey and  direction  of  Joshua  Raymond,  who  was  remunerated  with  a  tract 
of  land  snfTicicnt  for  a  large  farm  upon  the  route.  This  must  have  been 
as  early  as  1  G70,t  but  for  more  than  a  century  the  road  was  little  better 


*  Mr.  Browne  had  been  for  several  years  in  this  country.  The  venerable  Charles 
Miner,  in  sketching  Fome  scenes  descriptive  of  that  period,  observes  : 

"  Note  that  dashing  gentleman  and  lady  on  the  fine  pair  of  blacks.  They  have  a 
foreign  air.  It  is  Jackson  Drown,  supposed  to  bo  an  agent  of  the  British  Commissary 
department.  They  do  not  stop  to  have  a  gate  opened,  but  bound  over  it  as  if  in  pur- 
suit of  a  fox."     Norwich  Jubilee,  App.,  275. 

Mr.  Browne's  family,  after  they  were  burnt  out,  occupied  for  a  short  time  the  Tcel 
house  on  tlie  rnradc.     lie  soon  went  himself  to  Bnrbadocs,  where  ho  died  in  1804. 

t  Mr.  Ilaymond  died  in  1G7G,  and  his  son,  the  second  Joshua,  speaks  of  this  tract  of 
land  as  "my  father's  homestead  farm  in  the  Mohcgan  fields." 

34 
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tliU  an  lodloD  ti^  Iti  numcroiia  winilingg,  foitia  nnil  prcci|iiloii3  liilla 
jiinde  it  both  ioooiiTenlflnt  nn<l  Iiuuirtlons.  The  frttvul  w.id  cIikII;  on 
liorwbadc,  or  with  oz-cuta. 

In  1789,  acTend^omuieiil  imiiviiluala  rurmoil  itii  nsstmmlion  lo  uDi:i-t 
nn  improvement  of  this  mail.  Tliu  LegUlatura  gi-nnted  lliciu  a  loitcry, 
lliO  anilarfwUdi  were  to  lie  (expended  in  repairing  so  miieli  of  the  rotul 
iisnu  (hrongfa  tho  Indian  iand.  ThU  lollery  wiw  drawn  nt  Norwicli  in 
June,  1791.  Ttie  next  Miiy  n  c<inipnTiy  wag  incarpornieil  lo  malic  llic 
road  a  tnmpliM  and  eraet  a  lull-gatc.  By  these  various  cxuiiiona  tlie  dis- 
tance was  redooed  to  fimrteen  miles  rrom  the  coui-t-hoiisc  on  Norwicli 
Green  to  the  eontfrJioaM  in  New  London,  and  tlic  li-nvcling  i-eiiduivd  lol- 
aMj  aafit.  The  ttdl  oomnienecd  in  Jnnc,  17D2 :  [4~wlicel  earriiigcs,  9<J.; 
S  do,  4^  man  and  bon^  l  iL] 

This  was  the  first  tnniiAe  in  (lie  Uniled  States.  Dr.  Dwight  obsen-Di 
in  his  t»rela  that  this  road  hi-oiight  the  inliabilmita  of  Norwich  and  New 
Iiondon  more  than  half  a  day'd  journey  nearer  (o  ciich  oilier.  "  Formerly 
(be  BBja)  few  pemms  attempted  to  go  from  one  of  lliese  places  to  the 
Other  and  retnm  the  same  duy ;  the  journey  U  now  easily  performed  in 
lilde  more  than  two  bouts." 

His  tominke  became  ahiiosi  imincdinlcty  nn  inipoi-tnnl  liiorouglifurc,  of 
great  service  to  Norwich  ami  the  towns  In  Iior  renr  for  driving  eallle  imd 
transporting  produce  to  New  Tendon  for  ernhnrkjilion.  In  1806,  it  wiis 
extended  to  tlra  landing  by  a  now  ■'nnd  (hat  tiugnn  iit  lliu  wharf  liritlgc, 
and  fell  into  tlio  old  road  soiilli  of  Trading  (J»vo  bi'i<l;,'o.  In  IH12,  an- 
other new  piece  of  mad  was  ainx-yrd  tn  it,  which  was  laid  onl  in  a  direct 
lino  fram  the  eourt-housu  to  the  old  filohcgnn  road. 

The  company  was  dissolved  nnd  the  toll  abolished  July  1,  1852. 

The  Norwich  and  Providence  post-road  was  made  a  (urnpike  in  1794. 

The  Norwich  and  Woodstock  road,  extending  fi-on)  Norwich  to  the 
Mnasacimsetts  line,  wai  made  a  turnpike  in  1801,  and  diseontinuetl  iu 
l^G,  llic  company  having  made  no  dividends  for  six  years. 

The  lurn[>ike  fi-om  Norwich  thi-ough  Salcni  to  I'^ssex  on  iho  CounucU* 
cut  river,  commonly  called  the  Essex  turnpike,  was  established  in  1827, 
and  rclinqubhcd  about  18C0.  ■ 

The  SheluckcE  Turnpike  Company,  lo  mainlnin  a  road  throngli  Prcs- 
loll,  Griswolil,  Voluntovvii,  and  Sterling,  to  the  east  boundary,  was  incor- 
porated in  1829. 

This  company  continued  in  operation  more  than  thirty  years,  paying 
yearly  on  its  capital  of  $11,000,  a  small  dividend  averaging  Ij  per  cent. 
In  18G1,  the  francliise  was  surrendered  to  the  towns  of  Preston,  Griswold 
and  Voluntown,  for  the  sum  of  $1375. 
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Railroads. 


The  railroad  supersedes  and  destroys  the  tampike.  The  Norwich  and 
Worcester  Railroad  Company  was  formed  in  1832 ;  the  Legislatures  of 
Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  each  granting  a  charter  for  that  portion  of 
the  road  which  lay  witliin  their  respective  States.  These  two  companies 
were  united  by  the  said  Legislatures  in  183G,  the  whole  capital  amounting 
to  $1,700,000.  The  length  from  the  steamboat  landing  in  Norwich  to  the 
dc|K)t  at  Worcester  is  fifty-eight  and  nine-tenth  miles,  eighteen  of  which 
is  in  ]S(n<^<«nchusetts. 

The  fi  n^t  stroke  of  the  spade  on  this  road  was  at  Greencville,  Nov.  18, 
1835,  and  it  was  completed  and  the  trains  ran  Uie  whole  distance  in 
Mnrch,  IHIO. 

this!  lN*yotid  rircoiirvillo.  in  Norwich,  the  road  forms  a  curve  of  1,000 
foet  iwlius  along  the  hniiks  of  the  Slictuckct,  airording  a  fine  view  of  the 
river,  the  briil;»:o,  and  adj:iccnt  country.  Three  miles  from  the  city,  at  the 
Quinrbaiig  Falls,  the  company  were  met  by  an  immense  mass  of  rock 
lyinpf  ncro«s  their  contemplated  route.  Here  a  deep  cut  was  channeled 
for  a  c'onsijlei*able  distance  through  a  friable  rock,  but  reaching  at  length  a 
bed  of  solid  granite,  a  tunnel  was  excavated  300  feet  in  length  and  twenty 
in  width.  The  height  from  the  bed  of  the  tunnel  to  the  summit  of  the 
rock  above  is  about  100  fi^ct.  Sitting  in  the  car  and  gazing  upon  the 
scenery,  you  suddenly  find  yourself  gliding  into  the  lx)som  of  frowning 
cliffs,  and  cnvclopc<l  in  subterranean  darkness.  Yon  come  out  slowly, 
grinding  along  the  edge  of  a  precipice,  with  the  ragged,  foaming,  contracted 
river  below  you  on  one  side,  and  a  barrier  of  cliffs  on  the  other. 

The  road  for  many  miles  keeps  near  the  Quinebaug,  whieh  has  every 
where  the  same  chai-acteristics,  chafed  and  noisy,  the  banks  bold,  the  bed- 
rock}',  an<l  tlu;  edges  disfigurecl  by  boulders  brought  down  with  ice  in 
sprin;:  ||(»()jI^,  and  lodged  along  the  water  course. 

Tlu'  scclion  of  tlio  road  from  Norwich  to  Jewell  City  in  Pn^ston,  was 
the  nio^l  lnln»n(»ns  anil  <'xpcnsive  of  the  route.  The  course  was  winding, 
the  radius  short,  tlie  earth  encumbered  with  rocks ;  the  contractors  lost 
monry,  and  we're  obliged  to  throw  themselves  upon  the  company.  The 
tunn<d  al(Mir  «M)st  nearly  $30,000. 

A  lar;i(;  d('|)ot  or  station-house  was  erected  at  Norwich,  contiguous  to 
the  stoand;oat  landing,  two  stories  high,  and  200  feet  in  length.  It  is  sit- 
uated just  at  the  spot  where  the  Shetucket  contracts  its  couree,  turns  a 
quart<M*  lomid,  and  glides  into  the  Thames.  Here  the  company  purchased 
a  small  rorky  promontory  called  the  Point,  pulled  down  the  buildings 
which  covrred  it,  blew  np  the  rocks,  filled  the  shallows,  and  constructed 
the  station-honso,  together  with  a  wharf  and  a  solid  stone  wall. 

During  the  severe  flood  in  the  spring  of  1841,  a  bar  was  formed  in  the 
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clianne]  of  llic  Tlianiea,  hy  an  accumulation  of  sand  brotighl  down  llic 
Shetucket,  360  feet  in  length,  which  it  wna  found  very  diflicuU  lo  excnvntc 
GO  as  to  lenve  the  cbannel  of  its  rormer  depth.  In  conscqticiK^  of  Ihb 
har,  the  Bicamboals  whiuh  had  bofora  tliifl  <K.-uiaiannlly  gruuud<-il  iu  the 
river,  were  now  frequently  delayed  two  or  Ihrae  liours  upon  their  roiilc. 
This  obslruclion,  together  with  the  serious  inconvenience  arising  from  the 
ice  in  the  winter  aenaon,  induced  the  eompnny  to  extend  llieir  read  from 
Norwicli  along  tho  bank  of  the  river,  seven  miles  to  AUcn'a  Point,  near 
Gate's  Feriy,     Tliis  pari  of  the  road  waa  completed  in  1843, 

By  a.  subsequent  addition  to  their  charter,  the  company  were  allowed  lo 
extend  llieir  rood  to  Long  Island  Sound,  provided  it  were  done  before 
1856,  and  lliia  terra  waa  afterward  extended  to  1860.  But  Ihi.s  project 
waa  not  nccompliahcd,  and  the  portion  of  the  road  from  Norwich  port  lo 
Allyn'a  I'oint  has  since  been  dropped  from  the  rcgiihtr  line  of  travel. 
Tho  company,  by  contract  with  ihe  N.  L.  &  N.  It.  It.  Co.,  now  make  use 
of  their  track  upon  tlie  west  aide  of  the  river  to  reach  the  Sound. 

l^ublic  opinion  greaily  favoi'ed  the  construction  of  this  road,  or  il  could 
not  have  been  accomplished.  Twice  the  company  obtained  a  loitn  from 
the  city  of  $100,000,  the  Legislature  aniictiouiug  the  act;  the  loan  in  ihe 
first  instance  being  secured  by  1600  shm-es  of  the  atock,  and  in  the  second 
by  a  mortgage  on  the  frandiise  and  income  of  the  road.  In  1813,  (he 
Aaacrably  auihoriitcd  the  eumpniiy  lo  issue  bonds. 

Tlie  junction  of  the  Norwich  mid  Worccaliir  Itaihtuid  willi  ihe  New 
Tendon,  ^V^i  Him  antic  and  I'aimcr  Itiiilruad,  (now  New  liondoii  ami  Nurlli- 
4)m  Itailroud,)  at  Norwich  City,  waii  cfTcc led  in  185^.  The  junction  track 
passes  over  Ymitic  cove  by  a  curve,  iioiHi  of  the  wharf  biidgc,  and  rrom 
thence  under  the  street  leading  lo  the  bridge,  and  across  the  city  wharves 
and  slips  to  the  depot  near  the  mouth  of  the  Sheluekct.  Tho  cost  of  llie 
right  of  way  was  about  $40,000. 


A  company  was  incorporated  in  1841,  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  Norwicli  lo  the  Connecticut  river,  called  the  Norwich  and  Lyme 
Railroad  Company. 

In  1651,  the  Norwicli  and  Westhrook  Railroad  Company  waa  incorjiu- 
ratcd  to  effect  the  same  object  hy  a  different  routo. 

Nothing  was  done  by  either  company,  beyond  the  forming  of  plans  and 
making  of  snrvoTS. 


CHAPTER  XLDI. 
Chelsea.    The  Parade.    Firbt  Houses  and  Old  Inuaditamts. 

In  1790,  Middle  or  Main  street  in  Cliclscn  was  opened  at  an  expense 
of  £100,  wliich  was  paid  partly  by  the  city  and  partly  by  individual  sub- 
scription. About  the  same  time,  Crescent  street,  the  ends  of  which  were 
fit  the  store  of  Capt.  Thomas  Fanning  and  the  house  of  Rev.  Walter 
King,  was  greatly  improved  through  the  liberality  and  exertions  of  Capt. 
William  Hubbard. 

The  western  avenue  to  Chelsea,  now  Washington  street,  was  also  at 
this  time  rectified  and  a  new  section  thrown  open  by  the  adjoining  land- 
holders. 

The  broad  plateau  intersected  by  these  streets  was  then  known  as  the 
Little  Plain.  It  seems  not  to  have  had  any  more  distinctive  name.  On 
the  11th  of  September,  1793,  the  20tli  regiment  of  infantry,  Joseph  Wil- 
liams, Colonel,  was  here  reviewed,  and  upon  this  occasion  it  was  called 
Uie  Parade,  This  was  probably  the  first  regimental  review  at  this  place. 
The  general  trainings  had  previously  been  hehl  on  the  Great  Plain,  near 
Morgan's  tavern,  upon  the  road  to  New  London. 

Very  little  improvement  had  heretofore  been  made  in  this  part  of  tho 
town,  but  the  period  had  arrived  for  bringing  it  into  notice.  Several 
building-lots  had  been  purchased  and  houses  erected  upon  its  borders,  but 
the  central  part  of  the  plain  lay  untitled  and  unfenced,  the  owners  being 
non-residents,  descendants  of  the  original  grantees,  John ^Reyoeldg  and 
llilatthcw  Adgate.  The  larger  portion  comprised  a  single  field,  popularly 
called  "Adgatc*s  three-square  lot." 

It  was  ccrtaiidy  desirable,  both  as  a  matter  of  taste  and  convenience, 
that  this  area  should  be  kept  open  to  the  public,  and  fortunately  men  of 
liberal  minds  stood  ready  to  bring  about  this  resulL 

Joseph  Perkins  and  Thom.os  Fanning,  two  of  the  neighboring  land  pro- 
prietors, nppar(»ntly  at  their  own  motion  and  private  expense,  undertook 
to  clear  this  central  area  of  all  claims  and  incumbrances,  that  it  might  be 
made  a  publie  sipiarc  for  the  use  of  the  town.  This  they  effeeted,  and 
having  oblaincul  ({uit-claim  deeds  of  the  several  heirs,  conveyed  the  fee  as 
n  free  gill  to  the  town.     The  deed  of  cession  has  the  followhig  preamble: 
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2.  Od  the  norili-cnst  side  a  dwelling-house  was  erected  about  the  year 
1785,  by  Capt  Henry  Billings.  It  was  the  Hrst  house  of  any  note  upon 
the  Plain,  and  was  successively  occupied  by  Capt  Billings,  by  Ebenezer 
Backus,  and  by  the  relict  of  the  latter,  with  her  second  husband,  A^  S. 
Dcstouclics,  a  French  emigrant.  In  1799  it  was  purchased  by  Major 
Rogers,  a  merchant  from  Southampton,  L.  I.,  and  very  soon  aflerward  we 
find  an  assortment  of  goods  advertised  for  sale  by  **  Uriah  Rogers  &  Son, 
at  their  New  Store  on  the  pleasant  plains  of  Chelsea,  half  a  mile  from 
Norwich  jwrt." 

Major  Rogers  died  in  1814,  and  this  house  afterwards  became  the  resi- 
dence of  Rev.  Alfred  Mitchell,  to  whose  fine  taste  and  devout  mind  the 
woodland  heights  in  the  rear  had  a  peculiar  charm.  They  were  his  walk, 
his  study,  and  his  oratory.  After  Mr.  IMitchcH's  decease,  the  place  was 
for  eight  or  ten  years  the  seat  of  Mr.  Cliarles  Ablwt's  Family  School  for 
Boys.  The  house  has  since  been  removed  to  a  different  part  of  the  town, 
and  the  site  is  occupied  by  one  of  the  tasteful  and  costly  mansions  of 
modem  times. 

3:  A  house  very  nearly  coeval  with  that  of  Capt  Billings,  on  the 
south-west  side  of  the  Plain,  was  built  by  ]\Iajor  Ebenezer  Whiting,  about 
1790,  and  sold  in  1795  to  Capt.  Daniel  Dunham.  The  ground  plot 
included  the  ancient  Indian  Cemetery,  and  sixteen  acres  of  land  running 
down  to  the  neighborhood  of  Lathrop's  Mills,  where  Major  Whiting  Iiad 
a  distillery.  In  preparing  for  the  foundation  of  this  house,  a  gigantic 
Indian  skeleton  was  exhumed,  and  many  rude  stone  tools  and  arrow-heads 
thrown  up.  The  place  was  aflerward  purchased  by  Calvin  Goddard,  and 
remained  for  nearly  forty  yeai-s  in  the  possession  of  the  family.* 

4.  The  brick-liousc,  or  Williams  mansion,  was  built  in  1789  and  *90, 
by  Joseph  Tccl  of  Preston,  the  site  being  a  portion  of  the  original  Adgate 
Jot.     It  was  designed  for  a  hotel,  and  immediately  advertised  as 

"  77/tf  Teel  IhuUy  sign  of  General  Washington^ 

It  was  noted  for  its  fine  hall  or  assembly-room,  where  shows  were  ex- 
hibited, and  balls,  lodges  and  clubs  accommodated.f  After  Mr.  Teel's 
dcadi,  the  jiotcl  was  continued  by  his  son-in-law,  Cyrus  Bramin,  and  when 
ofFered  for  sale  in  1797,  it  was  pm-ticularly  recommended  for  its  position : 
"on  the  ccMitral  j>lain  between  the  town  and  Landing,  which  according  to 
the  natural  aiipcarance  of  things  bids  fair  to  be  the  seat  of  business  for 
the  town  of  Norwich." 


*  Now  the  liomcutcnd  of  John  Dunhnm,  Esq.,  son  of  tho  former  proprietor. 

1  An  odvertiscmcnt  of  Mny  29,  1 794,  announces  tho  nrrival  at  Mr.  Teel's  assembly- 
room  of  a  pnrty  of  Italian  rope-dancers  and  tumblers,  and  the  public  are  invited  to 
call  and -SCO  Don  Tctcr  and  Clumsy  tlio  Clown  dance  a  hom-pipc  blindfold  over  fifteen 
eggs. 
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In  Jbd^  18(K^  tin  hotel  wm  tnuubnned  into  u  liwarding  arid  daj- 
■dtotd  nnder  tha  pnoeptonhip  of  Williun  Woodbriilge.  Aflcr  eomo 
other  dumgef,  It  was  pnrchMcd  in  1806  by  CurJer  lluxurd,  a  retired 
aunAmt  fton  Nawpoit,b7  wbom  it  wm  solil  in  1813  lo  its  pruscnt 
ownar. 

ft.  Oa  the  oraniie  lending  ftom  the  out  eidu  of  llie  Parade  to  ihc 
T^uHllnft  Oiristophar  Lefflngwelt,  Joohoa  Lailuop  imd  Jusu]>li  Purkiiis 
wen  eonridenUe  landhoUfln,  and  endi  oontributed  toward  opening  and 
eaibelHthing  the  itnet,  fteelj  relinqniihing  the  l&nd  necessary  for  (lie 
poblie  oODrradenoe.  CSoLI>SDgwdl  phnled  the  fine  elms  lliat  nuw  ovcr- 
■hadow  Bntdwaj.  Hera  were  a  tier  at  bouses  luilL  Ijefure  1800,  luid 
ooot^ied  at  the  opening  of  the  centoiy  bj  B«v.  Wnlter  King,  Cnpt.  Solo- 
■KW  Ingraluun,  and  llioinaa  Colt,  (afiemnrd  liy  Jubeu  llunlingion.) 
Here  aln  were  the  L'HommecUea  bonae  tuiJ  i-ope-wnlk,  nml  ihu  twin 
booaea  of  Heiduah  Peitina  and  Ci^  Z.  P.  Burnlmin.  Tliis  row  of 
bidWnga  bad  ibe  high  granite  ridge  that  pn^ccu  inio  the  ccnlci'  or  Chel- 
aea  in  tlieir  ftonL  The  triangnlar  pk>t  Iwtwceii  the  i-qaiIa,  now  inclosed 
M  the  IdUle  Paric,  was  ibnnerly  o^led  the  Everclt  lou  Ii  belonged  lo 
CU.  LeffingweU,  and  after  hit  death,  was  pnrcliused  jointly  by  Ilczekuili 
PaiUna  and  Jabes  Hsothigltm,  and  In  181 1  presented  by  them  lo  tlio 
fli^,  on  condition  that  it  alioald  Im  Indoaed  and  used  only  aa  a.  park. 

6.  Ibe  residence  of  l^iomas  Uomfbrdi emllo^«c^ed  by  laigo  trees,  with 
a  apacioiiA  garden  and  aereral  vacant  lots  on  the  bouiIi  imd  east,  cumpru- 
ing  in  all  eight  acres,  occupied  tite  plot  at  the  bead  of  Union  sli-cet.  Ht,  J 
Mumronl  died  Aug.  30,  1790,  and  the  place  jtu^itcd  into  thu  jm^tsuiision  of 
Levi  Huntington.  The  street  fbrniing  a  contiiiuutioii  of  llruadwuy  vtaa 
opened  in  1800  by  Cliristopber  LelGngnelL  and  the  licird  of  Mumfurd. 

7.  The  house  whieU  has  been  for  nearly  sixty  yeara  the  residence  of 
Joseph  Williams,  Esq.,  was  built  before  1600,  by  Cujit.  Samuel  Fceemnn, 
and  sold  six  years  later  to  its  present  owner. 

On  leaving  the  Plain  and  turning  the  steep  pilch  of  tlic  liill,  in  tho 
lower  part  of  Union  street,  were  the  dwellings  of  Jeramiah  Wilbor,  Lem- 
uel Warren,  Israel  Everit,  and  Christopher  VaiU. 

These  comprise  all  Uie  bouaeliolders  that  have  been  traced  in  this  part 
of  the  town,  at  or  near  the  beginning  of  the  century.  From  Hint  lime 
forward,  improvements  ceased  for  many  years.  The  nest  houses  built  in 
this  quarter  were  those  of  Major  Joseph  Perkins  and  Russell  Hubbard. 
The  former,  a  solid  stone  mansion,  waa  completed  in  1825,  Mr.  Hubbard's 
the  succeeding  year. 

A  costly  dwelling-house,  combiniDg  various  elements  of  beauty  in 
structure,  situation,  and  prospect,  was  erected  by  Charles  Rockwell  in 
1833,  on  the  height  between  Bi-oadway  and  Washington  streets.  This 
was  one  of  tho  first  experiments  in  grading  and  cultivating  this  rugged 
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woodland  ridgo.*  Manj  other  beautiful  scats,  with  choice  gardens  and 
groves,  have  risen  since  that  period  to  adorn  this  part  of  the  town. 

A  considerable  portion  of  Washington  street  was  originallj  opened 
through  land  belonging  to  Col.  Simon  Lathrop,  and  here  on  the  river  side 
of  the  street  a  house  was  built  in  1780  by  Elijah  LaUirop. 

In  1795,  Samuel  Woodbridgo  purchased  one  of  the  Lathrop  lots,  and 
erected  a  dwelling-house  in  what  was  then  considered  a  wild  and  secluded 
spot,  but  exceedingly  beautiful  in  situation.  A  contemporary  notice  speaks 
of  it  as  "an  excellent  place  for  rural  rctircmenU"  This  property  was 
purchased  in  1811  by  Richanl  Adamf>,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  from  Esse- 
quibo,  and  has  been  known  for  the  last  fifly  years  as  the  residence  of  his 
family.f 

The  next  house  that  made  its  appearance  in  this  part  of  Washington 
street  was  erected  by  Thcwlore  Barrcll,  an  Englishman  who  had  been  in 
business  at  Barbndocs,  and  had  several  limes  visted  Norwich  for  commer- 
cial pur|H>scs.  He  brought  his  family  to  the  place  in  1808,  purchased  a 
lot  of  the  heirs  of  Riifus  Lathrop,  built  upon  it  and  continued  his  inhab- 
itancy till  1824,  when  he  sold  his  house  and  grounds  to  Wm.  P.  Greene, 
and  rcMnoved  to  New  Ix)ndon. 

In  the  year  1809,  the  Lathrop  house  (built  in  1780)  was  purchased  bj 
Mr.  Jolm  Vcrnctt,  who  had  it  removed  to  a  position  lower  down  on  the 
same  street,  where  it  now  stands. {  On  the  site  left  vacant  by  the  removed 
building,  Mr.  Venictt  caused  a  new  dwelling-house  to  be  erected,  at  a 
cost  and  in  a  style  of  elegance  beyond  what  had  been  previously  exhibited 
in  Norwich.  The  area  purchased  by  him  consisted  of  twenty-five  acres, 
comprising  six  or  eight  choice  building-lots.  The  land  bordering  on  the 
Yantic  in  this  vicinity  still  retains  its  native  luxuriance,  its  varied  surface 
and  woodland  beauty.  A  scientific  or  collegiate  institution  might  here 
have  found  a  wcll-adn])lcd  and  beautiful  site.§ 

Mr.  Vernett  was  a  native  of  Sarsbourg  on  the  Rhine.  Having  acquired 
a  handsome  fortune  by  tnide  at  St  Pierre,  he  designed  to  withdraw  from 
business  and  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  retired  leisure  at  Norwich. 
Scarcely  were  his  family  settled  in  their  new  residence,  when  he  met  with 
sudden  embarrassments  and  losses  which  entirely  deranged  his  plans,  and 
he  sold  the  place  in  1811  to  Benjamin  Lee  of  Cambridge. 

*  Sold  by  Mr.  Itockwcll  to  Capt.  Jaroos  L.  Daj,  and  purchased  of  the  latter  in 
1862,  by  John  F.  Slater,  Esq.,  who  has  in  part  remodeled  the  honse  and  greAtlj  im- 
proTcd  the  grounds. 

t  Mr.  Adams  had  been  hero  at  school  in  his  jonth,  and  donbtless  pleasant  reminis- 
cences of  the  place  led  him  to  select  it  as  the  futnre  home  of  his  family. 

t  Itcsidence  of  late  Lyman  Brewer,  Esq. 

S  The  elegant  mansion  of  Wm.  II.  Law,  Esq.,  now  occupies  a  choice  and  prominent 
position  in  this  yalaablo  Vemott  purchase. 


SS8  atitOBT  OP  iiOKwio 


TImm  W«M  dM  fint  noted  hooMi  of  Wftshington  strccL  Tlicj  sprang 
ip  after  a  pKHperoas  period  of  tnd^  to  wkicli  ihe  wor'wilii  Great  ItriUiin 
■  181S  gftn  a  cnaUng  blow,  aod  no  oOmra  were  built  for  twenty  yunra. 
Fbe  next  that  a^aarad  was  Oat  ol  ^miiaiu  C.  Gilmon,  coini)lclud  in 
L881. 

WariilngtoB  ttnet  b  now  aUrtad  on  tidtcr  siJe  wilh  elegant  anil  even 
iriBMlf  aiaiMioiW  of  mom  raoent  ori^  cxcecdiugly  varied  in  poiitiun 
nd  i^ls  of  araUteolan^  tmt  aD  iaAeative  of  lusic,  wealth,  and  home 


Ihs  Breed  haSfynMaofOa  near  the  eoi-nor  of  Wnsliinglon,  Ataiu  nml 
QmrA  atreeli,  la  pnbaUj  the  moat  aovlent  houae  now  remaining  in 
CSielMa.    It  waa  bnih  by  Genhom  Breed  abtiut  the  yuir  17G0. 

Ouindi  atnet  wae  at  flrat  known  aa  Ujipcr  or  lliirtl  ativul.  It  wns 
\M  oat  aiODg  the  ale^  rido-blU,  wUh  the  wliolc  rocky  buiglil,— lliu  cle- 
phanliiie  panlte  baA  of  Chahea,  orownod  with  woods, — towering  iu  its 
(ear.  In  1800,  Ibe  prfati^ial  raaideBla  aa  this  street  wero  Stiubael  Dreed, 
wDeelor  of  U.  8.  rerenue  during  the  adn^iatration  of  the  first  Pi-eaident 
Uama,  NalhaiM  Peabody,  Bar.  John  l^ler,  and  Dr.  Lemuel  IlodwelL 
Oapt  Bem^  LeOagwdl  oeonpied  the  thKu-slory  houac  opiMMitc  Breed's 
taraer,  and  then  died  S^  S7, 1804.  Tlic  next  house  to  Ihe  we:>lwan] 
ma  tlMt  of  Oapb  CHlTar  PitdL 

Hm  print^  hotu^ldeia  in  Weet  CbtkM  wmv  Eliiuh  littriwk,  JmJ- 
itak  UnUet,  Dewcr  Bromley,  TlicHnaa  Garitt,  Septbun  CSarfc,  Hlifhw 
Btory,  and  Lather  Et^ferton.  Thoso  men  were  all  engaged  in  ahiit-baiU- 
ing,  or  in  bodio  of  tlic  cral\s  connected  willi  tliut  hiidiniuu.  A  ro|Hi-wulk, 
3a(abli«bed  by  Uio  Ilowlandd  in  1797,  (owned  ul'  hits  yeur^  by  Jolni  Breed 
fe  Co.,)  has  now  been  for  nearly  sovenly  years  a  conspicuous  object  upon 
tbo  hill-aide. 

The  Bapliat  meeting-house  waa  raised  in  1801. 

The  low  brick  building  nt  liie  earner  of  Main  and  Union  streets  lins  tlic 
reputtition  of  being  tlio  first  brick  cdilico  conslructcd  in  Norwich.  It  is 
not  known  when  or  by  whom  il  waa  builL  According  (o  current  tradition, 
it  was  occupied  as  a  public  house  before  the  opening  of  the  Rovolutionaiy 
war,  and  at  one  time  liad  the  honor  of  entertaining  and  lodging  General 
Washington  and  several  odicers  of  Ida  staff.  Thia  was  pi-obably  the  night 
of  Ibe  30th  of  June,  1775,*  at  which  Ume  Washington  was  on  his  way  to 

*  It  is  proboblo  th&t  to  thu  puticnlu'  oiglit  iponC  Bt  Norwicli,  Eliihn  Ajsn,  the 
■randering  school-moitcr  frora  I'rcslon,  rcfurrod  in  ■  brief  iaurriaw  that  he  had  with 
Waibington  at  Moaat  Vernon,  in  17B8.  The  Qenaral  waa  atanding  bj  hja  hoiae,  pitt- 
paied  to  ride  to  another  part  of  his  osliU'i,  whan  Ihe  trarelar  uriTod.  The  dctaili  of 
ihe  interviow  arc  given  by  tha  latter  with  amuaing  aimplicity : 

"  Ba  enquicGd  m;  niuno  and  wliut  part  of  Connecticut  I  waa  from.  I  told  him  obont 
HTeomUw  east  of  Norwich  City  and  near  Frwton  Tillage.    I  know  where  Norwich  i«. 
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assume  the  command  of  the  American  army  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bos- 
ton.    He  nrriycd  at  Cambridge  Julj  2d. 

The  brick  comer  was  afterwards  famous  as  an  auction  stand.  John 
Richards,  auctioneer,  occupied  the  premises  from  1800  onward  for  sev- 
eral years.  It  is  still  a  low,  square,  flat-roofed  building,  as  at  first, — a 
cramped  and  homely  structure,  compared  with  its  younger  neighbors,  but 
respected  as  one  of  the  antiquities  of  tlie  city. 

Anotlier  old  hotel  stood  in  Water  street,  nearly  in  the  rear  of  the  Mer- 
chants Bank,  with  ite  upper  story  on  a  level  with  Main  street  Beuben 
Willoughby  left  the  stand  in  1804,  for  a  new  hotel  in  Shetucket  street, 
since  called  the  Americnn  House.  Balph  Bolles  was  his  successor  in 
Water  street,  but  removed  in  1809  to  the  house  built  by  Mr.  Levi  Hunt^ 
in^ton,  nOcr  the  fire  of  1793,  which  he  opened  as  the  Chelsea  Cofieo 
House.  Thia  hotel  was  Ihcn  situated  in  a  breezy  plot,  open  to  the  water, 
a  sloping  lawn  in  front  graced  with  a  row  of  poplars,  and  a  garden  en- 
riched with  fruit-trees.  The  house  is  yet  extant,  but  time-worn,  con- 
tracted, and  defaced,  its  grounds  transformed  to  streets,  and  high  brick 
buildings  overshadowing  it  on  every  side. 

Tlic  Merchant's  Hotel  in  Main  street  was  built  in  1797,  by  an  associa- 
tion of  business  men,  and  in  style  and  accommodation  was  far  superior  to 
any  previous  hotel  in  Norwich.  Newcomb  Kinney,  one  of  the  proprie- 
tors, was  for  many  years  the  well-known  and  popular  landlord. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  century,  East  Chelsea,  or  Swallow-all,  was 
noted  as  the  hive  of  sea-captains.  There  was  then  no  road  to  the  river, 
nor  to  the  present  Greenevillc ;  all  the  land  in  that  direction  lay  in  rough 
pasturage.  East  Main  street  was  narrow  and  crooked.  Wells,  fences, 
gardens,  shops  and  dwelling-houses  projected  far  into  the  present  street 
The  whole  district  was  rugged  with  rocks  and  water-courses,  frowned  on 
by  circumjacent  hills  and  washed  by  frequent  floods.  Franklin  street  was 
the  road  to  Lisbon,  Here  were  the  dwellings  of  Capts.  Cliristopher  Cul- 
ver, Cliarlcs  llockwell,  James  N.  Brown,  .John  Sangar,  and  Sclh  Harding, 
— the  latter  usually  called  Commodore  Harding.  Otlier  inhabitants  were 
Jonathan  Frisbie,  Seabury  Brewster,  Judah  Hart,  Ezra  Backus,  Joseph 
Powers,  aiul  Timothy  Fillmore. 

A  few  of  the  old  houses  of  this  street,  belonging  to  the  last  century, 

ho  said.  I  told  liira  tlint  I  remembered  the  time  when  ho  and  his  aids  staid  a  night  at 
Norwich  when  he  was  on  his  waj  to  the  American  ormy  at  Boston,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing ho  went  cnst  to  Preston  village.  At  Proston  villago  you  were  joined  by  Colonel 
Samuel  Mott,  a  man  that  helped  to  conijuer  Canada  from  France,  and  there  wero  two 
young  recruiting  cnptains  for  the  Revolutionary  war :  one  was  Capt.  Nathan  Peters, 
and  the  other  wns  Capt.  Jcrcminh  Ilalsey.  These  went  with  you  several  miles  on  your 
journey  to  Boston.  The  Gcncml  said,  I  romembor  something  about  it.  I  told  him  he 
went  in  sight  of  my  father's  house  two  miles  north  of  Preston  viUago.  Very  likely, 
he  said.    The  General  asked  if  I  had  been  to  breakfast/'  &c. 


&U)  SIITOBT   or   VOBWIOa. 

■tm  nauda,— Oi^  (AiMophar  Cnlnr  itin  oee^oa  the  Ovrolling  thnl  ho 
pmdiMed  in  1804^ — but  the  faut  of  ill  Townlile  trooa,  a  gi'aml  oUl  but- 
kHHWoodt  the  bndnnrfc  of  a  hondred  yeM%  wm  eiii  down  in  IHCO.  ' 

In  1881^  a  gnat  In^renunt  wai'  dibet«d  la  Kiust  CIiuIsl-h  liy  tlitt  j 
openiogof  FnakUnStiiiare.    Iq  eooiwetiMi  with  thk  eotacpriM,  fh*  mwl 
mi  irideoed  and  graded,  ttaafa  wera  lerated,  faoDom  Ailed  ap,  fiMweaaad 
ImildiBgs  nmored.    From  thie  lime  onward,  the  mar^  of  liin«iiiim>fi 


The  itreels  eait  of  F^aoUin,  known  ae  Eeet  Broad  itnel  atxl  Boswell 
arenne,  leadii^  townrde  the  old  FroTtdeaee  road,  hare  a  dale  scarcelj    , 
readiing  befond  165(^  whik  the  phUeaa  of  etreeta  and  hooiee  norili  and 
ent  of  diete  k  of  etiU  nuwe  reoeat  origia,  having  grown  like  u  giii^lei 
fton  a  wQdeneee  during  the  kit  ux  Teen.    Frerionetr  it  wns  n  rough,  ^^ 
nnrighllj  tiao^  itiU  popuknu  with  iti  nadTe  deainm^  sqninti  iui>i  wood-  ' 
•hndc,  partridge  and  labbi^  aad  tm  this  aoeoont  ti>e  tuuud  of  E|<orbmeD. .  | 
A.  ehnglilefJwnee  ead  two  or  tltree  hnts  etood  npcn  ite  bordne,  imd  a  nai>- . 
few,break4wakioad,the<ddndi>ii^-«Rqrto  theShetncke^raa  iInoiighiL 

In  thli  locaUtf  a  pkit of  65  acnM,kDOirn  aatheBoeweQ&rm,  ^mtl  lifted  ' 
tar  taxatioD  at  tA.000,  was  parchawd  bj  Joaeph  G.  Laaib  in  Deeembor, 
18S6.  lluoagh  hie  enteipriie  in  the  waj  of  dearing.  ^afaifa^  IdlMfai^ 
die  nigged  inifiue  waa  graded,  atreele  and  boflding-Iola  wera  laid  out  and 
oStared  to  pudiaaen  on  eqnibdile  larma.  In  1864  it  waa  divided  amof 
amAy  fifty  ownm,  moatly  aiiiaaaa  aad  blmnn,  and  coateined  lhirty4we 
dweUing^uniaoa  o«»[nod  by  (brty-Tour  fiunilioa. 

Lnmb's  Hill,  llio  liigticst  [lortiuii  of  lliia  plot,  is  on  a  liiglier  luvcl  lliaii 
tlie  Liglicst  cliurcli  spiro  in  (lio  city,  oiid  ollt:rd  to  (lio  eyo  u  pi-odpovt  of 
great  beauty  and  variety. 


CHAPTER  XLIV. 

SCIIOOUI  AND   AoADRMfBS. 

TriB  schools  in  Norwich  were  neither  intermitted  or  neglected  during 
the  Revolulionnry  war.  An  institution  of  higher  grade  than  elementary 
was  sustained  in  the  town-plot  through  all  the  distractions  of  the  country. 
It  called  in  many  hoarders  from  abroad,  and  at  one  period,  with  Mr. 
Goodrich  for  its  principal,  acquired  considerable  popularity.  This  school 
is  endorsed  by  its  committee,  Andrew  Huntington  and  Dudley  Wood- 
bridge,  in  1783,  as  furnishing  instruction  to  '^ young  gentlemen  and  ladiesy 
lads  and  misses,  in  every  branch  of  literature,  viz.,  reading,  writing,  arith- 
metic, the  learned  languages,  logic,  geography,  mathematics,"  &c.  Charles 
White,  teacher. 

Tlie  exhibitions  of  the  school  were  commonly  enlivened  with  scenic 
representations  and  interludes  of  music  A  taste  for  such  entertainments 
was  prevalent.  The  young  people,  even  after  their  emancipation  from 
schools,  would  sometimes  take  part  in  theatrical  representations.  We 
Icaru  from  the  town  newspaper  that  in  February,  1792,  a  select  company 
of  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  performed  the  tragedy  of  Gustavus  and 
the  IMistakea  of  a  Night,  at  the  court-house. 

The  scJiool-ma'am  of  former  times,  with  her  swarming  hive  of  pupils, 
was  an  institution  of  which  no  sample  remains  at  the  present  day.  She 
was  a  life-long  incumbent,  never  going  out  of  one  round  of  performance: 
always  teaching  little  girls  and  boys  to  sit  up  straight  and  treat  their  elders 
with  respect ;  to  conquer  the  spelling-book,  repeat  the  catechism,  never 
throw  stones,  never  tell  a  lie ;  the  boys  to  write  copies,  and  the  girls  to 
work  samplers.  If  they  sought  higher  education  than  this,  they  passed 
out  of  her  domain  into  fmishing  schools.  Almost  every  neighborhood  had 
its  school-ma'am,  and  the  memory  is  still  fresh  of  IMiss  Sally  Smith  at  the 
Landing  and  !Miss  ]\ lolly  G rover  of  the  Town-plot. 

Dancing-schools  were  peculiarly  nomadic  in  their  character;  the  in- 
structor (j^onerally  a  Frenchman)  circulating  through  a  wide  district  and 
giving  lessons  for  a  few  weeks  at  ]mrticular  points.  Keels,  jigs  and  con- 
tra-dances  were  most  in  vogue :  the  hornpipe  and  rigadoon  were  attempted 
by  only  a  select  few  ;  cotillions  were  growing  in  favor ;  the  minuet  much 
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admired.  In  October,  1787,  Griffith's  dancing-school  was  opened  at  the 
house  of  JVf rs.  Billings  in  the  town-plot  He  taught  five  diflfercnt  minuets, 
one  of  them  a  duo,  and  another  a  cotillion-minuet  His  lessons  were  given 
in  the  morning,  with  a  scholar's  ball  once  a  fortnight. 

Ten  years  later,  J.  C.  Devereux  was  a  popular  teacher  of  the  dnnce. 
He  had  large  classes  for  several  seasons  at  the  court-house,  and  at  Kin- 
ney's hotel  in  Chelsea. 

In  1799,  a  school  for  young  ladies  was  opened  in  the  house  of  liTajor 
Wliiting  upon  the  Little  Plain,  by  Mrs.  Brooks,  who  devoted  hci*sclf 
especially  to  feminine  accomplishments,  such  as  taml)our,  embroidery, 
painting  in  water-colors,  instrumental  music,  and  the  French  language. 
She  had  at  first  a  large  number  of  pupils  from  this  and  the  neighboring 
towns,  but  the  attendance  soon  declined,  and  the  school  was  reliutpiished. 
In  general  the  young  ladies  at  such  schools  only  remained  long  enough  to 
practice  a  few  tunes  on  the  guitar,  to  tambour  a  muslin  shawl  and  apron, 
or  embroider  a  scripture  scene,  and  this  gave  the  finishing  stroke  to  their 
education. 

It  was  common  then,  as  it  is  now,  for  parents  with  liberal  means  to  send 
both  their  sons  and  daughters  from  home  to  obtain  greater  educational 
advantages.  Young  ladies  from  Norwich  oflen  went  to  Boston  to  finish 
their  education,  and  now  and  then  one  was  placed  under  the  guardian  care 
and  instruction  of  the  Moravian  sisterhood  iu  their  seminary  at  Bethle- 
hem, Penn. 

In  1782,  an  acadomic«'d  association  was  formed  in  tlie  western  part  of 
the  town-plot,  consiHting  of  foiiy-onc  Hiihscrilu'rs  and  one  hninhid  hliares 
or  riglitd.  The  old  nu'eLiiig-iioii.si^  ol*  llic  Sepanili.sls  was  pinrliascd  and 
repaired  for  the  use  of  tins  institulion.  The  first  principal  was  Samuel 
Austin,  and  the  range  of  studies  included  Latin  mid  Greek,  navigation 
and  the  inaLhemaiics.  Two  popular  school-books  then  just  issued  were 
introduced  by  Mr.  Austin  into  this  school, — Webster's  Orannnalical  Insti- 
tutes, and  Geogrji|)hy  made  easy  by  Jedidiah  JMorse.  Mr.  ]\lorse  was 
himseir  subsequently  a  teacher  in  this  institulion,  which  was  continued 
with  varying  degrees  of  prosperity  for  thirty  years  or  more. 

Alexander  Macdonald,  jiuthor  of  a  school-book  called  the  Youth's  As- 
sistant, was  one  of  its  teachers.  He  died  May  4,  1792,  aged  40.  New- 
comb  Kinuey  was  at  one  time  the  principal,  and  had  for  his  usher,  John 
Russ  of  Hartford,  afterward  member  of  Congress  from  1810  to  1823. 
In  1800,  Sebastian  C.  Cabot  was  the  chief  instructor.  This  school  was 
kept  in  operation  about  thirty  years.  After  it  ceased,  the  lower  part  of 
the  building  was  occupied  by  the  public  school,  and  the  upper  part,  being 
suitably  prepared,  was  in  use  lor  nearly  twenty  years  as  a  IMethodist 
chapel. 

Dr.  Daniel  Lathrop,  who  died  in  1782,  left  a  legacy  of  £500  to  the 
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town  for  the  support  of  a  free  grammar  school,  upon  certain  conditions, 
one  of  which  was  that  the  school  shouM  be  kept  during  eleven  months  of 
each  year.*  A  school  upon  this  foundation  was  opened  in  1787,  and  con* 
tinned  for  about  fifty  years.  The  brick  school-house  upon  the  green  was 
built  for  its  accommoilation.  Its  first  teacher  was  Ebenezer  Funderson.f 
But  the  most  noted  of  its  preceptors  and  the  one  who  longest  held  his 
place,  was  Mr.  William  Baldwin ;  an  excellent  instructor,  faithful  and  apt 
to  tcadi,  but  a  rigid  disciplinarian,  and  consequently  more  respected  than 
beloved  by  his  pupijp,  until  after  life  led  them  to  reverse  the  decisions  of 
earlier  days.  The  yonng  have  seldom  judgment  and  generosity  sufficient 
to  nuike  tiiem  love  those  who  control  them  for  their  good. 

In  1843,  the  Lallin)p  donation  was  relinquished,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Legislature,  to  the  heirs-at-law  of  Thomas  Coit,  a  nephew  of  Dr. 
Latlirop,  to  whom  by  the  provision  of  the  testator's  will,  it  was  in  such 
case  to  revert.  The  investment  had  depreciated  in  value,  and  the  restrict 
lions  with  which  the  legacy  was  incumbered  made  it,  in  tlie  advanced 
state  of  educational  institutions,  more  of  a  hindrance  than  a  help.  The 
school  had  been  for  many  ycai-s  a  great  advantage  to  the  town,  but  having 
accomplished  its  mission,  it  quietly  ceased  to  be. 

Evening  schools  of  short  duration,  devoted  to  some  special  study,  were 
not  uncommon.  The  object  was  usually  of  a  practical  nature,  and  the 
students  above  childhood.  The  evening  school  of  Consider  Sterry,  in 
1798,  covered,  according  to  his  program,  the  following  range  of  instruc- 
tion : 

"IJook-kccping  in  the  Italian,  Amcrimn  nml  EngliRh  methods,  mnthomatics,  sur- 
vcyin^r  and  plotting  of  Iftnila  ;  price  1«.  (yd.  per  week. 

"  Nnvigntion  nnd  the  method  of  finding  longitude  by  lanar  obsorvaUons  and  latitude 
by  the  sun's  altitude,  one  dollar  for  the  complete  knowledge." 

Few  men  arc  gifted  by  nature  with  such  an  aptitude  for  scientific  re- 
search a**  Consider  Sterry.  His  attainments  were  all  self-acquired  under 
great  disadvantages.  Besides  a  work  on  lunar  observations,  he  and  his 
brother  prepared  an  arithmetic  for  schools,  and  in  company  with  Nathan 
Daboll,  another  self-taught  scientific  genius,  he  arranged  and  edited  a 
system  of  practical  navigation,  entitled  "The  Seaman's  Universal  Daily 
Assistant,"  a  work  of  nearly  three  hundred  pages.     He  also  published 

.  *  Dr.  Daniel  Latlirop  left  also  a  legacj  of  five  hundi-cd  pounds  to  Yale  Ck>llegc, 
without  any  restrictions. 

t  If  thix  Ebenezer  Pnnderson,  who  in  1787  was  the  accepted  teacher  of  the  Lathrop 
school,  wa!«,  n^  is  most  probable,  the  teacher  of  that  name  who  in  1776  was  arrested 
for  drinking;  tea  and  afierwanl  had  his  property  confiscated  as  a  tory,  it  shows  that 
party  prejudices  must  have  died  away  very  soon  after  the  war. 
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serend  small  treaiifles,  wrote  political  articles  for  the  papers,  and  took  a 
piofoand  ioterest  in  fireemasoorj. 

In  Jane,  1800,  a  school  was  inangarated  at  tlie  brick  honsc  on  the  JaU 
tie  Flain,  with  Mr.  William  Woodbridge  for  the  priuci|iaL  Tlic  assembly 
room  was  fitted  op  with  desks  and  bendies  for  an  academical  hall ;  both 
sexes  were  admitted,  and  the  whole  was  under  the  snpenrLnon  of  a  board 
of  foor  citizens, — 

Joseph  Howland,  Thomag  Fanning, 

Samael  Woodbridge,  Thomas  Lathrop. 

Bat  the  sitnation  was  too  remote  from  the  centers  of  population,  and 
after  a  trial  of  two  or  three  years,  this  school  was  relinquished  for  want 
of  patronage. 

A  select  school  for  jonng  persons  of  both  sexes  was  long  sustained  in 
the  town-plot,  but  with  varjing  tides  of  prosperity  and  decline.  After  a 
Toid  of  two  or  three  years,  it  was  revived  in  1803  by  Felatiah  Perit,  who 
had  just  then  graduated  from  Yale  College,  and  was  only  eighteen  years 
of  age.  Lydia  Iluntley,  aflerwards  lira.  Sigoumey,  was  one  of  his 
pupils. 

Among  other  teachers  of  the  town-plot,  who  wero  subsequently  lionor- 
able  and  noted  in  their  several  callings,  the  following  arc  well  remem- 
bered: 

Daniel  Haskell,  President  of  the  Vermont  University. 

Henry  Strong,  LL.  1).,  eminent  in  the  law. 

John  Hyde,  Judge  of  County  Court,  Judge  of  Probate,  «lc 

Dr.  Peter  Allen,  a  physician  in  Ohio. 

Rev.  Joshua  L.  AVilliams,  of  Middletown. 

J.  BatC3  Murdock,  aflerwards  an  officer  of  the  second  war  with  Great 
Britain.  * 

Phineas  L.  Tracy,  who  from  18*27  to  1833  wa3  M.  C.  from  Genessee 
county,  N.  Y. 

A  proprietary  school  was  established  at  the  Landing  in  1797,  by  twenty- 
seven  hciids  of  families.  The  school-house  was  built  on  the  slope  of  the 
hill  above  Church  street,  and  the  school  was  assembled  and  organized  by 
the  Rev.  AValter  King.     David  L.  Dodge  was  the  first  regular  teacher.* 

In  1802,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Williams  was  the  preceptor.  He  was  noted 
for  his  assiduous  attention  to  the  health  and  morals,  as  well  as  the  studies 
of  his  pupils.     lie  drilled  them  thoroughly  in  the  Assembly's  Catechism, 


•  Mr.  Dodge  was  a  nutivo  of  Brooklyn,  Ct.  lie  cumc  to  Norwich  m  1796,  and 
opened  a  school,  boarding  in  t)ie  family  of  Aaron  Cluveland,  whose  daughter  he  bub- 
Bequcntly  married. 
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and  used  with  his  youDger  classes  a  favorite  manual  called  tbe  Catechism 
of  Nature,* 

Other  teachers  of  this  school  were  Mr.  Scarborough,  Ebenezer  Wiitel*| 
John  Lord,  (President  of  Dartmouth  College,)  Qeorge  Hill,  dec  But  no 
one  retained  the  oflice  for  so  long  a  term  as  Djar  T.  Uincklej  of  Wind- 
ham, a  man  of  earnest  zeal  in  his  profession,  who  was  master  of  deck  and 
bench  in  Norwich  for  twenty  years  or  more,  yet  never  removed  his  family 
or  obtained  a  regular  home  in  the  place.  He  was  a  school-master  of  the 
old  New  England  type,  devoted  to  his  profession  as  an  ulterior  pursuit^ 
and  expending  his  best  energies  in  the  performance  of  its  duties. 

Schools  at  that  period  consisted  uniformly  of  two  sessions  a  day,  of  three 
hours  each,  with  a  half-holidny  on  Saturday.  Mr.  Hinckley,  in  addition 
to  this,  had  sometimes  an  evening  or  morning  school,  or  both,  of  two  hours 
each,  for  pupils  not  belonging  to  the  day-school.  The  morning  hours  were 
devoted  to  young  ladies,  and  from  an  advertisement  of  May,  1816,  giving 
notice  of  a  new  term,  we  ascertain  the  precise  time  when  the  class  assem- 
bled.   ''Hourifrom  5  o'clock  to  7  A.  MJ* 

Let  no  one  hastily  assume  that  this  early  summons  would  be  neglected. 
Living  witnesses  remain  to  testify  that  it  drew  in  a  goodly  number  of 
young  aspirants,  who  come  out,  fresh  and  vigorous,  at  sunrise  or  a  little 
later,  to  pursue  their  studies.t 

Another  institution  that  made  its  mark  upon  society  was  the  Chelsea 
Grammar  School,  organized  in  1806,  but  not  incorporated  till  1821,  when 
it  was  impowcred  to  hold  real  estate  to  the  value  of  $20,000.}  The 
school-house  was  on  the  side-hill  opposite  the  Little  Park,  in  Union  street. 
This  institution  continued  in  operation,  with  some  vacant  intervals,  about 

*  Mr.  Williams  is  living  in  1865,  at  Providence,  aged  86.  He  received  a  part  of  his 
early  education  in  Norwich,  having  attended  school  in  the  town-plot  about  the  year 
1792, — a  pupil  first  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  afterward  of  Newcomb  Kinnej. 

t  A  similar  school  was  kept  bj  Nathan  Ilale  at  New  London.  In  a  letter  from  that 
place,  May  24, 1774,  after  speaking  of  his  f;raramar  school,  ho  says :  "la  addition  to 
this,  I  have  kept  during  the  summer,  a  morning  school  between  the  hours  of  five  and 
seven,  of  about  20  young  ladies ;  for  which  I  have  received  6«.  a  scholar,  by  the  quar- 
ter."   Stuart's  Life  of  Ilale,  p.  25. 

I  The  original  proprietors  of  this  Qrammar  School,  who  purchased  the  land  and 
built  the  bouse,  wore 

Gurdon  Bill,  James  Lanman, 

Z.  P.  Bumham,  Qrover  L'Hommedieu, 

Benjamin  Coit,  Andrew  Perkins, 

Calvin  Goddard,  Augustus  Perkins, 

William  8.  Hart,  Hezokiah  Perkins, 

Jabcs  Huntington,  Dwight  Ripley. 

Levi  Huntington,  Charles  Rockwell, 

Walter  KUig,  Joseph  WUliams 
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|fa  bi  patnoi  Am  bawllB  of  on  academical  edncA' 

II  of  NonriA  ban  nniTod  Ibflb  Int  tiriroduclion  la  tliu  diusica,— 
•  la  miwenini  liwfwiBW  taking  pawBiriai  of  senu  odug  occu^ihI  hy 


Ko  oon^leto  Hit  of  Uu  pne^bm  hn  bMO  obtained;  but  among  the 
(anonbind  mmw  an  asrsnl  thai  hare  rfaoa  been  dUiinguisUed  in  lite- 
tirf  aod  proftirioiiri  pmadti, — Dr.  JaaatlMn  Knighl  of  New  Haren, 
ChnlMarini«>UofLrBeyJoiiatlMaB«nm,W;lli«  Wamcr,  IlosweU  C. 
Sadtb,  Bar.  Horaoa  Bndmell,  D.  D,  and  Ber.  Wm.  Adams,  D.  D. 
.  Thaw  DIM  mg*  all  jonng  at  the  diae.  "nie  preceptors  of  most  scliools, 
ben  and  elaavben,  at  that  period,  were  ooQc^  graduates,  accepting  the 
ofltea  ftr  a  year,  «r  at  moit  (ae  two  or  three  jean,  between  taking  their 
I  degree  and  CDtaring  npoo  lome  other  prolbniikii.  Ilut  leucbcrs  to  wbom 
the  TOOadon  Ii  but  a  •tq^ang-etooe  to  eometliing  beyond  on  which  the 
ndad  b  fixed,  howerer  fidlhfbt  and  earaert  in  their  present  duties,  on 
Btrer  nUae  aa  fostltntian  to  aaj  permanent  etandard  of  excellence.  It  is 
mU  IhenAre  that  theas  tempanrj  nudertakii^s  sitoiild  giro  way  to  pub< 
Be  adioob  more  tborongbly  ^wnaH«ed  and  conducted  by  persons  wlio 
nake  teacUng  a  profeeiloQ. 

In  (Aabea,  beginning  aboat  1825,  a  aeriea  or  expedients  for  enlarging 
ths  bonndi  of  knowledge  aSbrd  pleasing  evidence  o(  the  gradual  cspan- 
■lon  of  inteBaot  and  enlerpriao.  A  Ijroeun,  a  cii-cidiiling  library,  a  read- 
ing dnb,  a  aodetj  fbr  nntoai  lmproTcm«it,  and  n  meehuiucs'  association, 
were  Buccessivcly  started,  and  Ihoiijrh  most  of  them  were  of  briof  dura- 
tion, they  were  cheering  tokens  of  nn  ndvuncc  in  tlic  right  path. 

The  Norwich  Female  Academy  was  incorjKirutcd  in  1828.  Tliia  institu- 
tion was  greatly  iildebtud  for  its  origin  to  the  persevering  exertions  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Robinson,  who  was  the  principal  agent  of  the  corporation.  Tlie 
brick  hall  erected  for  its  accommodation  stood  on  the  hill  facing  the  river, 
higher  than  any  other  building  then  on  the  declivity. 

Neither  court-house  nor  jail  had  gained  a  fuolhold  on  the  height,  which 
was  well  forested,  and  toward  (he  north  surmounted  by  a  fine  prospect 
■tation,  overtopping  tiie  woods,  and  known  as  Rockwell's  Tower.  The 
academy  had  the  nigged  hill  for  its  bock-ground,  hut  on  other  sides  tlie 
view  was  vat^cd  and  extensive  ;  and  when  at  recess  tho  fair  young  pupils 
spread  in  joyous  freedom  over  the  height,  oHen  returning  with  wild  flowera 
and  oak-leaf  garlands  from  the  neighboring  groves,  ncidier  poetry  nor 
romance  could  exaggerate  tlie  .interest  of  the  scene. 

The  most  prosperous  year  of  this  academy  was  1833,  whoa  the  number 
of  pupils  amounted  to  nearly  ninety,  many  of  them  boarders  from  other 
places.  But  the  exposed  situation  of  the  building,  and  the  rough,  steep 
ascent  by  whiclt  only  it  could  be  reached,  were  adverse  to  the  prosperitjr 
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of  a  female  academj,  and  it  soon  became  extinct,— disbanded  bj  wintrj 
blasts  and  icj  foot-paths. 

In  the  meantime  axe  and  hammer  had  begun  their  steady  progress  up 
the  declivity.  The  jail  was  erected  on  the  summit,  and  the  town  house  on 
the  slope  of  the  hill.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Paddock  built  his  house  upon  the 
height  in  1835;  other  dwellings  soon  made  their  appearance ;  the  trees 
felly  streets  were  laid  out,  and  before  the  academy  Bnally  ceased,  the 
beautiful  retirement  of  the  hill  and  every  shred  of  romance  had  passed 
away.* 

In  the  mental  improvement  of  females,  Norwich,  first  and  last,  appears 
to  have  taken  a  more  than  common  interest.  Numerous  private  schools 
established  for  their  benefit,  of  an  elevating  character,  though  transitory 
in  duration,  nttont  the  truth  of  this  remark.  In  1812,  Misses  L.  Huntley 
(afterward  L.  II.  Sigourncy)  and  Nancy  Maria  Hyde  opened  in  Chelsea 
a  select  school  for  young  Indies,  which  was  continued  however  but  littlo 
more  than  a  year. 

In  later  days,  Miss  Jane  Ingersoll  of  Springfield  has  gathered  here  at 
diflTcrent  periods  interesting  classes  of  pupils.  The  excellent  family  and 
day  school  of  CInudius  l\.  Webster,  begun  in  1845,  was  sustained  for  fif* 
teen  years  with  undiminished  fuvor.  But  the  improvement  of  the  com* 
mon  schools,  and  the  institution  of  the  Free  Academy,  which  is  open  alike 
to  both  sexes  and  all  classes  of  the  community,  offering  also  a  wide  range 
for  study,  supersedes  in  a  great  measure  all  private  undertakings,  or  at 
least  renders  their  establishment  less  imperative. 

The  common  or  free  schools  of  former  times  were  mostly  of  a  primary 
ciiaractcr.  The  State  excise  money  and  the  town  rates,  which  were 
appropriated  by  law  to  educational  purposes,  were  not  devoted  to  gram- 
mar schools,  but  expended  for  instruction  in  the  common  branches  useful 
to  both  sexes  in  evcry-day  life.  When  the  land  belonging  to  Connecticut 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  called  the  Western  Reserve,  was  sold,  the  proceeds 
were  set  apart  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  for  a  School  Fund,  the  inter- 
est to  be  distributed  through  all  the  districts  of  the  State  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  childrcn.f 

At  Norwich  the  first  school  meeting  under  this  act  was  held  in  October, 


*  Ono  exception  must  bo  mndo.  A  plot  of  three  or  four  acres  on  the  hill,  belonging 
to  the  lato  Wm.  8.  Tyler,  hns  been  carefully  shielded  from  change.  Tho  old  trees,  the 
old  paths,  the  old  stone  steps,  have  been  allowed  to  remain.  It  was  part  of  au  original 
grant  to  Richard  Bushncll,  and  has  never  been  alienated,— descending  from  Uenajah 
Bushnell,  son  of  Kichnrd,  to  his  daughter  Eli7.abeth,  who  married  Dca.  Luiac  Tracy, 
whoso  daughter  Hannnh  was  the  wife  of  Rev.  John  Tyler,  D.  D. 

t  Gen.  Joseph  Williams  of  Norwich  was  an  influential  member  of  the  General  Ai- 
fombly  between  1792  and  1796,  and  it  has  been  said  that  the  first  proposition  to  doTOte 
tho  proceeds  of  tho  western  lands  for  the  support  of  schools,  came  from  him. 
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179&    Ja  GhdbM  tbe  untber  vt  hniBhaHwi  witiied  to  aticnd  wu 

The  wboalt  eiftilJMia^ « tUi  bob  w«n  it  Int  diien]>  of  nn  clcmcnt- 
Hjr  dutfMter,  and  gathered  Id  but  few  popQi  &ani  ttosu  ntnka  in  aocioty 
tint  wan  aUs  to  patnudia  tba  aaleet  M^oola.  The  fir^i  in  Nornicli  of 
iriildi  any  oaitaln  date  baa  bam  "*■*■'-*■*.  —^i"*-*— *  on  tbu  Slule  Fund 
fcandatioo  and  called  dbtlnaliTflljr  Uu  Fiee  Sdnol,  ma  begun  at  Ckebea 
fa  JnMt  1799  J  Bafu  Bobbini,  pneeptor. 

For  inanj  yean  Umm  dittrict  adwdi,  inTaloidile  an  they  nere  in  Iho 
booeAla  tbej  eODfnred,  wen  jd  ttr  bdow  the  bigbeit  nitiiiniibk  slandanl 
of  oaafiilineL  Tbqr  wen  eodrdj  dlnociBtedi  each  diatrict  managing  its 
own  mIiooI  hj  a  aoBunitlee.  A  diange  of  ajitem  eeened  desirnblo.  TUe 
mAivH  waa  bm^t  np  in  iwblio  aieetingi  and  fredf  discussed.  Many 
ef  tbe  dUaana  took  a  decided  stand  in  tkm  of  a  new  orgmiizntion  of  the 
•Aoob.  William  O.  (^Iman  wai  one  of  iba  pnosfakcnt  advocates  of  a 
Bwn  complete  and  energetle  course  of  inatntetioii. 

la  1SS9,  Qreenerilla  took  tbe  lead  In  tbe  mardi  of  impcOTemeo^  tarn- 
aoUdating  her  two  districto  and  establUbing  a  bigfa  scliool  wilbont  oppMJ 
(loD.  This  important  change  was  effected  diiedj  throng  the  ^ganey  tt 
millam  H.  Coit  of  Qreeneville. 

,  lo  the  other  dtj  districts  the  prqject  met  with  atrvniotH  tfftMak, 
^hm  was  a  ooQflict  of  opinions  and  of  plana,  whi^  oootlnoed,  or  WM 
jrqmdiwod  fran  jear  to  jear,  for  nuarljr  iwelre  years.  But  at  last  att 
fartiea  nnltod  in  fiiror  of  reform  and  prograas,  and  a  change  of  qrata* 
was  e(reclcd.t 

Adjoining  districts  were  consolidutcd,  n  syglcm  of  gmdcd  schools  inau- 
fursted,  and  upwards  of  $50,000  cxpi^mlcd  iu  buildings  for  [lieir  accom- 
tnodstion.  Tliesc  improvements  were  mudu  between  1825  and  1858.  A 
liigh  school  was  left  out  of  tlie  pliin,  tliis  ncce^ity  being  supplied  by  the 
establialiBienl  of  the  Free  Acudeiny. 

The  Cuutrnl  School-house,  a  building  of  noble  dimensions  and  wise 
Adaptation  to  its  udes,  stnuds  on  tbe  east  side  of  Broadway,  in  an  eli- 
gible and  airy  position.  It  is  built  of  brick,  with  free-stone  dresNngs;  is 
three  storica  high,  and  well  supplied  with  furnaces  and  cisterns.  This 
edifice  is  considered  the  finest  in  appearance,  position,  and  convenience,  of 
Any  common  school-house  in  ConnecticuL 

It  waa'dedicatcd  SepL  3, 1855;  cost  $40,000.    J.W.Allen,  a  graduate 

•  ThcfaniilyDBm«sneraH9;orLcaingirollgunien,  wtiicbwH  thelargottDiimberc^ 
sue  name. 

t  "  The  oreclioD  of  lliii  bcautirul  building  (Norwich  Control  School-hoiuc]  msiks 
tba  laccourul  tennioalloa  of  ono  or  llie  most  prolrsctcd  nnd  scvoro  educational  ttiug- 
'  eIm  evBT  wiliKiNMl  in  oar  Binte."  Boporl  of  Supt.  of  Public  Scliooli  of  ConD«ctic«, 
Ar  laSA, 
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of  the  Weslejan  University,  has  been  the  Principal  of  this  institution  from 

its  commencement. 

The  other  school-houses  are  also  on  a  liberal  scale.    That  of  the  Falls 

district,  in  Sachem  street,  was  completed  in  1856,  at  a  cost  of  $10,000* 
The  older  structures  of  other  districts  have  all  been  enlarged  or  refitted 

to  render  them  convenient  and  appropriate  to  the  graded  sjstem. 


TiiK  FiiRB  Academy. 

This  establishment  is  a  magnificent  illustration  of  what  can  be  accom- 
plished by  enlightened  forethought,  persevering  enterprise,  and  large- 
hearted  libcralit/.  It  was  founded,  endowed,  the  building  erected,  the 
library  commenced,  and  the  apparatus  furnished,  by  private  generosity* 
Three  individuals  in  the  first  instance  gave  over  $10,000  each,  and  the 
whole  amount,  about  $100,000,  was  subscribed  by  forty  persons.  Ilalf  of 
this  sum  was  invested  for  a  permanent  endowment. 

The  project  originated  with  the  Rev.  John  P.  Gulliver,  and  to  his 
unwearied  exertions  in  collecting  and  disseminating  information,  awaken- 
uig  interest,  and  maturing  the  plan  of  operation,  owes  in  great  measure 
its  success.  Tlie  object  which  the  founders  had  in  view  was  not  only  to 
secure  a  course  of  instruction  in  the  higher  branches,  so  that  young  per- 
sons might  here  be  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  difierent  callings  of  life,  as 
mechanics,  merchants,  navigators,  scholars,  agriculturists,  or  professional 
men,  but  as  the  grand  result,  the  Academy  was  expected  to  become  the 
means  and  instrument  of  elevating  the  standard  of  the  common  schools, 
and  of  bringing  them  into  a  system  of  gradation  and  harmonious  co- 
operation. 

Mr.  Gulliver's  circular,  explaining  the  objects  of  the  proposed  institu- 
tion and  appealing  to  the  citizens  for  aid  and  encounigement,  was  issued 
in  1853.  The  academy  was  incorporated  in  1854,  upon  petition  of  Rus- 
sell llubbani,  William  P.  Greene,  William  A.  Buckingham,  William 
Williams,  and  other  individuals,  to  the  number  of  thirty-five,  who  were 
the  original  subscribers  to  the  fund.* 

The  building  stands  in  a  noble  position,  with  the  park  in  front,  and  a 
picturesque  range  of  hills  in  the  rear.  It  is  in  the  Norman  style  of  arch-^ 
itecturc,  with  a  lofly  tower,  and  is  constructed  of  rough  brick  covered  with 
mastic,  and  finished  with  free-stone  dressings.f     Cost,  $35,000. 

*  Tho  list  of  donors  was  afterward  increased  to  forty. 

t  Bvftn  Hunlirk  of  Norwich  is  the  architect  of  the  Frco  Academy,  the  Central  School 
House,  the  Broadway  Congregational  Church,  tho  Wauregan  Hotel,  and  several  other 
public  hiiildings  of  tho  city.  Many  elegant  priTate  residences  haTO  also  been  con- 
itractcd  under  bif  dircctioa. 


IM 

At  Aa  wi&  IIb  wa]^  mnwaAig  area,  about  eevcn  acres  in  all,  wai 
ba  iW  «f  QflDoal  WilBinia.  Tba  back-gToimd  b  a  wooJbod  Lcight, 
wkj  aad  anoDttarad,  when  luaara  mains  its  originul  wild  aspect,  beatj- 
Uhflf  flontnttiiig  wUb  the  ▼«rdnit  kwo  bcloi* . 

n^  inmiy,  with  $S^00O  funded  ftr  its  increase,  was  pi-csciilcd  bj  Mrs. 
'  I  Pack  mUiuai,  to  b«  caOad  ibc  Teck  Libmry,  113  a  Iributn  of 
a  nipeet  to  tba  nHSKurj  of  lier  falher,  Caiil.  Iklii  I'otk.  I1iu 
KMki  Hlatted  tot  this  in»«r|r,  w  ftr  as  the  [mrulinscs  have  been  n 
n  of  katfaig  Talii^  oouiating  ohieflf  or  the  best  Knglisli  cdlliona  of  ibu 
laat  wrtbon.  It  hai  the  BIlAotheea  Clasaica,  145  volumes,  and  the  Ed- 
■borg  and  Qiuutariy  Hariavi  ftom  tteir  bogtnninr 

Tba  tppanbiB  waa  fimlibed  bjr  Bassell  tlubbunl  and  John  F.  Slnt«r, 
Md  •eroal  handaome  aontribatioM  Imve  bi^cii  mjule  lowiint  the  fuunda- 
idoB  of  a  adentlflc  oabloat. 

In  tha  7aar  1M9,  another  agroeaUa  and  important  nddiiion  was  mado 
D  Ifaa  hdlitiaa  of  tlio  initilatfoo,  t^  llio  generous  gift  of  a  house  and 
poimda  for  tba  nia  of  Ibe  Prine^ial,  by  Mrs.  Wni.  P.  Grc 

The  Aeadanj  waa  dedieated  with  appropriate  service?,  Oel.  21, 185C, 
nd  tba  ooniie  of  loalnietioa  commenocd  soon  nflerward. 

^n^  inotUnlkn  ii  endnlj  IndepeiH^ent  of  popular  control,  and  as  an 
■tdowed  Am  acbool,  maj  be  eonddereil  as  combining  ibc  proniJac  of  per- 
nnnenee  and  tiSxioatj.  The  eorporation  supplies  its  own  vuRincics  and 
deotathe  ln»teei,«lio,diirii9  thdr  term  of  oiricc,liDve  the  entire  charge 
if  the  Iratilutlon. 

In  thu  course  of  instruction  it  forms  a  link  between  (lio  college  and  the 
MRimon  school.  Hut  as  it  receives  scholars  of  either  sex  from  nil  chuaca 
lod  conditions  in  life,  it  is  expected  to  be  not  only  a  clii:Mical  and  ■cictt' 
jfic  achool,  but  to  give  altenlion  also  to  practical  priiiciplcH  and  polite 
itcralurct 

The  flret  Pi-esidenl  of  the  Hoard  of  Trustees  was  Kusscll  Ilubbaid, 
irho  retained  the  ofTice  (ill  his  death  in  1857,  (June  7.) 

The  second  President  was  William  P.  Greene,  who  died  Juno  18, 1864. 

Third  President,  Willium  Williams.  Ebcnczer  LeamctI,  Secretary  nod 
rreasurer  from  the  beginning. 

Tho  Free  Academy  went  into  operation  under  Mr.  Klbridgo  Smith  at 
Principal,  who  continued  in  office  to  the  close  of  tho  ninth  year,  July, 
1865.     Mr.  Smith  U  a  native  of  Wayland,  Mo^s.,  and  a  graduate  of 

*  Tlie  vtriou*  donatioai  to  tlio  Acadcmj  from  Wm.  P.  Gieoue,  and  hii  wifo.  Mi*. 
IliMtKth  Aiifuaia  GteanD,  itinouDtcd  10  $40,000, 

t  For  a  mora  definite  and  coiaplclo  history  of  (hoio  educatioaal  moromenti  in  Kor- 
ricb  wliifh  led  to  (he  preicDt  organization  of  the  ivhooli  and  Uib  eilabiiihnieat  of  the 
ndowed  acbool  or  Free  Acodemj,  aco  Addrcsa  of  Iter.  J.  V.  Qutlivcr  at  tha  Dedka- 
Ion  of  the  Academy. 
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Brown  UniYersitj.    He  was  previouslj  Principal  of  the  High  School  at 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

He  was  succeeded  in  September,  1865,  by  the  Rev.  William  Hatch«> 
ison,  formerly  Tut6r  in  Yale  College,  and  recently  Principal  of  the  Law- 
rence Academy  at  Groton,  Mass.  Mr.  Hutchbon  was  ordained  as  a 
missionary  in  1858,  and  went  to  Constantinople  with  the  expectation  of 
establishing  a  mission  in  Turkey,  but  the  failing  health  of  his  family 
obliged  him  to  relinquish  the  design. 


Mr.  Russell  Hubbard  was  an  early  and  efllcient  patron  of  the  Free 
Academy,  contributing  about  $11,000  towards  its  establishment  He  was 
one  of  the  trustees  to  mnnngc  the  funds  and  erect  buildings,  and  the  first 
president  of  the  board.  The  Hubbard  Rhetorical  Society,  connected  with 
the  Academy,  perpetuates  his  name. 

He  was  a  descendant  of  Capt  Russell  Hubbard,  a  shipping  merchant 
of  New  London,  who  removed  to  Norwich  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  died  at  his  residence  near  the  town  green  in  1785,  leaving  two  sons, 
Tliomas,  the  well-known  proprietor  of  the  Norwich  Courier,  and  Russell, 
a  ship-master,  who  dieil  at  sea  in  1800,  unmarried.* 

Thomas  Hubbard,  the  printer,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Amos  Hal- 
lam  of  New  London.  Wliile  residing  in  the  town-plot,  he  occupied  what 
was  called  the  Whiting  house,  (now  owned  by  William  Fitch,  Esq.,)  and 
here  his  three  sons,  Thomas,  Russell,  and  Amos  H.,  were  bom.  He  aftei^ 
wards  removed  to  the  Landing,  and  there  died  in  1808. 

Russell  Hubbard,  as  partner  and  successor  of  his  father,  published  the 
Courier  for  twenty  years.  He  was  afterwards  engaged  with  his  brother 
in  the  manufacture  of  paper.  Years  of  diligent  attention  to  business  led 
the  way  to  a  handsome  fortune,  which  he  dispensed  with  conscientious 
liberality. 

*  Tho  dnnghtcni  of  Cnpt.  Habbard  wcro,  Mary,  wire  of  David  Novins ;  Martha, 
who  married  David  Wright,  an  attorney  of  New  London ;  and  Susannah,  who  mar- 
riod  Itt,  Ebcnezcr  Bushnell,  and  2d,  Robert  Man  waring. 


CHAPTER  XLV. 


Tam  Laboest  Pibi.    CoHamaoATioiiAL  Sooiitiks  x 


Not.  3G,  1793,  fifteen  buildings  were  destroyed  bj  fire  in  Cticlsca,  vix^ 
the  Congregational  mccting-housc,  four  dwelling-houses,  six  stores  and 
shops,  and  four  bnms. 

This  was  the  largest  flrc  ever  known  in  Norwich.  Il  roged  from  six 
to  ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  wind  fresh  from  the  north-west.  It  broke  out  in  a 
Store  belonging  to  Messrs.  llubburtl  &  Greene,  of  Boston,  and  was  sap* 
posed  to  have  been  commutiicated  through  a  Sssure  in  the  chimney  to 
some  paper-rags  piled  ogntnst  iL  This  building  stood  on  Wuler  street, 
nenrl}'  in  the  range  of  the  present  post-oHice,  and  the  lire  swept  awajr 
every  iliing  combustible  from  thence  lo  the  junction  of  Main  street,  oaA 
crossing  that  street,  consumed  the  Inrge  store  of  Levi  Huntington,  full  of 
goods,  the  Congregational  mceling-Iiouse,*  and  every  building  on  that  sidfl 
from  tlience  to  the  river,  exee|it  the  old  Norman  house,  now  Tliamcs  holuL 
Even  the  woods  over  the  nvi;r  caught  fire  from  the  (laming  cinJcra,  and 
■dded  to  the  splendor  of  the  conflagration.  The  dwelling-houses  of  Lynile 
H'Curdy,  Levi  Huatington,t  and  Benadam  Denison,  and  stores  occupied 
by  Capt.  William  Coit,  Coit  &  I.athrop,  Andrew  k  Josejih  Perkins,  Hec- 
ekiab  Perkins  &  Co.,  George  Cleveland,  and  that  of  Levi  Huntington 
before  mentioned,  were  destroyed.     Two  persons  were  badly  wounded. 

Most  of  the  buildings  were  old  and  comparatively  of  small  value.  And 
a  lai^  portion  of  the  goods  was  saved ;  but  there  was  no  insurance  on 
any  of  the  property.  Hiere  was  at  tlib  time  a  fire-engine  of  small  pover 
in  Norwich,  which  was  brought  out  on  this  occasion,  but  the  hose  broke  at 
the  first  trial,  and  little  could  be  done  to  arrest  the  flames.  Loss  eslitna* 
ted  at  £8,000, — a  small  sum  compared  with  the  extent  of  the  fire. 

Mr.  King's  congregation  being  thus  deprived  of  a  house  for  public  wor* 
■hip,  assembled  for  three  successive  months  in  the  Episcopal  church,  whicb 
was  tendered  to  them  by  the  trustees.    A  room  was  then  fitted  up  for  a 

*  Bev.  Mr.  Kiog  raihod  into  tlio  burning  charch  and  bronght  out  the  palpit  Bible, 
■  folio  edition  that  bad  been  recooily  purchued. 

t  Ur.  Haalington  rebailt  ha  houw  over  the  old  cellar :  it  was  aftarwardi  known  M 
the  Bollei  taveni,  and  ii  itill  extant. 


J 
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temporarj  place  of  worship,  and  immediate  measures  were  taken  to  build 
another  meeting-house.  Mr.  Joseph  Howland  and  Mr.  Thomas  Fanning, 
owners  of  two  lots  of  land  on  the  hill,  opposite  the  dwellings  of  the  Rev. 
John  Tyler  and  Dr.  Lemuel  Boswell,  offered  these  lots,  together  with 
£17  10«.,  lawful  monej,  in  exchange  for  the  lot  on  which  the  old  meeting- 
house  stood.  This  site  was  approved  bj  the  county  court,  and  has  ever 
since  been  the  seat  of  the  Society  church.  To  defray  the  expense  of 
building,  a  lottery  to  ndse  £850  was  granted  by  the  Legislature.*  The 
Society  consisted  of  49  members.  Joseph  Williams,  Lynde  M'Curdy, 
Joseph  Howland,  Joseph  Perkins  and  Thomas  Ck)it  constituted  tlie  build* 
lug  committee. 

The  work  was  completed  during  the  year  1795,  and  the  dedication  ser- 
mon preached  by  the  pastor  on  Thanksgiving  day,  Dec  24th. 

The  dimensions  of  this  ediGce  were  42  feet  by  62.  It  was  surmounted 
by  a  belfry  and  a  short  spire,  and  was  painted  white  outside  and  green 
witliin.  The  pulpit  was  partly  formed  by  a  recess  in  the  wall,t  and  the 
pews  were  so  high  that  when  seated,  only  tall  persons  could  raise  the 
head  and  shoulders  above  the  sides.  It  remained  in  this  style  until  a  con- 
siderable advance  had  been  made  into  the  present  century ;  the  house  was 
then  ciilai^ed,  and  the  pews  changed  into  slips. 

Precautions  were  taken  to  secure  the  building  against  fire,  and  among 
other  regulations,  tlie  sexton  was  allowed  to  demand  a  quarter  of  a  dollar 
for  every  foot-stove  led  in  the  house  afler  the  meetings  were  ended. 

This  great  fire  of  1793  quickened  public  opinion  in  regard  to  the  ben- 
efits to  be  derived  from  insurance.  Within  twenty  days  after  the  catas- 
trophe, the  inhabitants  were  invited  by  a  committee,  consisting  of  Ebene- 
zer  Huntington,  Joseph  Perkins,  Joshua  Huntington  and  Roger  Griswold, 
to  meet  at  the  court-house  and  form  an  association  against  future  calam- 
itous losses.  A  company  was  organized,  chartered,  and  went  into  opera- 
tion in  1795,  under  the  title  of  the  "Mutual  Assurance  Company,"  for 
insuring  houses  and  other  buildings  from  losses  by  fire :  the  badge,  JUtUual 
Auurancey  and  the  policies  to  run  seven  years. 

The  characteristics  of  the  pastor,  Mr.  King,  were  earnest  piety  and  an 
active,  glowing  zeal.  No  personal  issues  could  induce  him  to  deflect  a 
hair's  breadth  from  what  he  considered  duty.  In  tlie  year  1810,  a  very 
serious  and  unhappy  controversy  arose  in  the  church  respecting  marriage 
with  a  wife's  sister.  Were  such  connections  sanctioned  or  forbidden  by 
Scripture  ?    The  pastor,  taking  the  side  of  prohibition,  disagreed  with  a 

*  Donntionn  from  indiviihinU  wcro  added  to  this  sum.  Thomas  Shaw  of  New  Lon- 
don f^ave  $263,  and  Joseph  Williams  of  Norwich  131,  being  their  shores  of  prises  in 
the  lottery. 

t  Called  in  the  occounts,  "  a  scooped-out  pulpit." 


XIMtfBT   or   VOBWIOB. 


■vrilf  ofUaflsA.  The  tsljeet  WH  ttRuased  ond  explained,  in  publio 
Md  fal  prifMh  kf  md  rf«Brt,kr  pa  ud  bj  print,  till  the  whole  coo- 
(NigMion  ihiMl  la  Oa  wrrit— l,  Tta  hnrmony  and  nffi-dion  tliuE  Lad 
•adMed  botowa  lb.  Kfag  nd  kii  paoph  being  ihiu  ioterrupied,  a  cliang« 

rfwhtical iiid^irfde. 

TIm  MKt  jtUt  At  pMlar,  «tenh  nd  Bodety  united  in  calling  a  coun- 
flU  «UA  aet  Jnlf  U,  tmA  oarfrtad  of  flw  minisiera  and  dcle^tes  or  niao 
«l«idwi  b  dHbnnt  puti  «r  a»  SMa.  Tliid  council  sat  three  <b,ys,  and 
VOlad  lo  mutn  Oa  aiiMBBtil  batwoaa  Ur.  King  and  tl>e  people  oT  itia 

Tba  nciefy  vata  «BMeuiiIii|  fa  U>  tfemis^ion  stood  32  to  19.  Mr. 
Kia|>  faawaO  diManaa  wh  ddrarad  Aug.  18, 1811,  froui  the  text,— 
■  Wa  AM  tM  ttami  beftta  tba  jodgmant-Hcnt  of  ClirUi."  Ifc  wiu  sub- 
MqMBlljr  aettlad  at  WUHmmIow^  UaH,  and  there  on  the  fli^t  day  of 
l>oaeaibM',  181S,  iriiOa  In  tba  pu^  mgtgcii  in  the  servicca  of  a  sacra- 
Mamal  leetnt^  Oa  daadMtraha  came,  aid  he  was  suddenly  traniilatcd  to 
a  fai|^  ■phata.    Ha  ww  S7  yean  of  ^t. 

Tba  innBaMOr  af  lb-.  Kbi|b  Bar.  Aiabel  Hooker,  was  iosiatled  Jan. 
M;181S|  lanwMlT'Dr.NottarFkasfcHa.  He  was  adcdcendant  ofthe 
B«r.  ThooMS  Hbokar,  Ibe  Aiat  niohtar  af  Hartford,  and  hnd  been  pre- 
vloufy  aatlM  at  Gcabao,  b  litdiMd  county,  from  which  place,  afier 
dghlaan  Taan  of  Mnlea,  bo  bad  baan  dlimisscd  on  account  of  the  utlcr 
pnMtiatioii  of  hk  baallh.  la  Manrfdh  he  liad  but  u  brief  pasloralo  of  fif- 
teen raonthi^ — a  nflMenl  parted,  bowaver^  fur  ilic  hearts  of  UU  )H.'ople  to 
bocomo  bound  lo  him  by  strong  tics  of  personal  attactimcnt  Ho  died 
April  19,  1818,  aged  49  yenn. 

Ber.  Alfred  Mitchell,  the  flRh  minister,  was  ordained  Oct  S7,  1811. 
He  was  a  son  of  Hon.  Stephen  Uix  Mitchell,  of  Wethervfleld ;  graduated 
at  Yale  in  IS09,  and  studied  Ihcology  at  Andover.  His  pastorate  was 
eminently  prosperous.  Large  accessions  were  made  to  the  church  j  111 
being  added  during  the  last  two  years  of  his  ministry,  of  whom  44  wen) 
admitted  at  one  time,  March  4,  18S0.  Mr.  Uitclicll  was  a  man  of  rett* 
cent  manners,  but  as  a  gospel  messenger,  fiulhful  and  fearless.  He  died 
at  (he  age  of  41,  Dec.  19, 1831,  uttering  in  submis»ve  foith  as  he  departed, 
"The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done." 

The  two  last-named  ministers  are  interred  in  the  Chelsea  burial-ground. 

■  Ttie  wMk  in  which  thli  eoaneil  met  wh  remiikabla  for  the  extreme  heit  of  tba 
wosther,  ud  the  momben,  eapeeiull;  the  more  corpulent  dignituiea,  inflerad  MTecdj. 
Among  the  members  wen  liev.  Axel  Backui  of  Bethlehem,  Ct.,  sod  hit  delegmie, 
DsTid  Bellunj,  both  men  of  inch  uncommoa  lUe  that  tliej  coald  not  tit  tide  by  sida 
la  the  ume  vehicle,  but  eftch  umc  ia  his  otie-hone-chuia,  which  be  entirely  filled. 
Ht.  BoUsmy  wai  a  son  of  the  old  dirino  of  Betbloheia,  and  weighed,  it  \»  uid,  350 
lbs. ;  Dr.  Backus  about  the  time. 
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From  the  graves  where  they  rest,  the  eye  can  survey  the  scene  of  their 
labors,  and  almost  count  tho  homes  of  that  attached  people  who  listened 
with  such  deep  attention  to  their  instructions,  and  followed  them  mourning 
to  their  tombs. 

Rev.  James  T.  Dickinson,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1826,  was 
ordained  April  4,  1832:  sermon  by  Dr.  Taylor  of  New  Haven,  under 
whose  professional  tuition  the  candidate  had  been  prepared  for  the  pulpit 

Another  large  accession  was  made  to  the  church  in  1834,  which  was 
regarded  as  tlic  result  of  a  protracted  meeting  held  by  the  pastor  in  con- 
nection with  Ilcv.  Horatio  N.  Footc,  a  noted  revivalist  preacher.  The 
whole  number  added  to  the  church  from  1830  to  1834  inclusive,  was  284: 
229  by  profession, — making,  in  1835,  the  number  of  resident  members, 
825 ;  the  society  consisting  at  that  time  of  about  130  families,  or  GOO 
persons. 

After  a  ministry  of  little  more  than  two  years,  ^Ir.  Dickinson  requested 
a  dismii^sioii  in  order  to  prepare  himself  for  a  foreign  mission,  which  he 
considered  it  his  duly  to  undertake.  The  church,  appreciating  his  mo- 
tives, acquiesced  in  his  wishes,  and  the  separation  was  accomplished  with- 
out  any  diminution  of  mutual  esteem  and  affection,  May  20,  1834. 

His  successor  at  Norwich,  after  a  considerable  interval,  was  Rev.  Alvan 
Bond,  previously  Professor  of  Sacred  Literature  in  tlie  Theological  Sem- 
inary at  Bangor,  Maine,  and  at  an  earlier  date,  pastor  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Sturbridge,  Mass.  He  was  installed  May  6,  1835;  ser- 
mon by  Ilcv.  Dr.  llawes  of  Hartford. 

Dr.  Bond  is  a  native  of  Sutton,  Mass.,  born  April  27, 1793.  He  grad- 
uated at  Brown  University,  and  has  received  the  degree  of  D.  D.  from 
the  same  institution.  In  May,  1860,  he  preached  at  Norwich  his  quarter- 
eenturial  sermon,  and  in  July  of  that  year  delivered  a  discourse,  historical 
and  commemorative,  on  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  organization  of 
the  church.  Near  the  close  of  1864,  on  account  of  age  and  impaired 
health,  he  resigned  his  charge.  His  pastorate  of  twenty-nine  years  is  the 
longest  of  this  church.  He  still  resides  in  Norwich  under  the  shadow  of 
the  vine  which  has  so  long  been  fostered  by  his  care. 

Rev.  M.  G.  W,  Dana  was  installed  his  successor,  Dec  28,  1864.  Ser- 
mon by  Prof,  llitclicock  of  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York. 

This  Fociety  comprises  about  200  families,  and  the  church  has  upwards 
of  300  members.  Since  the  installation  of  Mr.  Dana,  a  parsonage  has 
been  built,  at  an  expense  of  $10,000,  which  amount  was  raised  by  sub- 
scription in  sums  of  $500  and  $1000.  Mr.  Dana  is  the  eighth  minister 
of  the  society. 

In  the  spring  of  1844,  the  church  (built  in  1795)  took  fire,  and  though 
not  wholly  consumed,  was  so  much  injured  that  the  society  decided  not  to 
attempt  a  reconstruction.    The  whole  edifice  was  demolished,  and  a  new 
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ohurcli  erected  upon  the  same  site,  which  was  dedicated  Jan.  1,  1846,—- 
fiftj  years  after  the  dedication  of  its  predecessor.  The  society  bad  occu- 
pied the  Central  Baptbt  Church,  by  an  amicable  arrangement  with  its 
proprietors,  for  twenty-two  months. 

Two  of  the  clergymen  that  assisted  in  the  dedication  of  the  new  church 
excited  a  more  than  common  interest :  the  Rev.  Eli  Smith,  of  the  Syrian 
mission,  who  was  on  his  last  visit  home  from  his  important  field  of  labor; 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nott  of  Franklin,  then  in  the  92d  year  of  his  age. 

The  material  used  in  this  building  was  dark  blue  granite  from  a  neigh- 
boring quarry,  worked  rough-hewn  in  tiers,  and  the  style  of  architecture, 
Roman;  expense  about  $14,000.  Ten  years  afterward  it  was  repaired 
and  improved  at  an  additional  expense  of  $6,000.  It  is  the  house  now 
occupied  by  this  worshiping  assembly,  and  will  accommodate  an  audience 
of  800.    The  organ  was  the  gifl  of  Joseph  Otis,  Esq. 

The  Second  Church  was  the  pioneer  of  Sabbath  Schools  in  tliis  part  of 
Connecticut,  and  lias  well  sustained  its  reputation  by  persevering  efficiency 
in  this  department.  The  Sabbath  School  enterprise  began  in  July,  1815, 
with  a  class  of  five  African  boys,  who  were  collected  and  taught  by  Chas. 
F.  Harrington,  at  his  house  in  Franklin  street,  and  by  him  induced  to 
attend  church.  The  number  gradually  increased,  and  Mr.  Harrington's 
success  led  others  to  engage  in  similar  plans. 

The  next  year,  in  July,  a  Subbath  School,  designed  chiefly  to  benefit 
the  poor,  was  begun  by  members  of  the  Congregational  ami  Kpisco|ial 
societies.  The  prospect  was  encouraging,  and  at  a  meeting  held  in  the 
ball-room  at  Kinncy'ti  iiotttl,  Oct.  11,  181  i),  a  Union  SiiUhulli  Sdiool  Society 
was  regularly  organized  und  u  constitution  adopted.  Uev.  «Iolni  Tyler  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  was  chosen  president;  Uev.  Messrs.  lyiitchell,  Sterry 
and  Bentley,  vice-presidents ;  George  L.  Perkins,  secretary. 

This  organization  comprehended  the  African  school.  The  superintend- 
ents were  Cliarles  F.  Harrington,  Asa  lloath,  and  Dyar  T.  Hinckley. 
The  female  department  was  under  the  supervision  of  Miss  C.  M.  Marvin.* 
Three  young  men,  Charles  lioekwell,  Asa  llosmer,  and  fiConard  Perkins, 
were  elHcient  assistants  both  in  gathering  the  scholars  and  in  teaching 
classes. 

In  January,  1817,  a  prosperous  condition  of  the  schools  was  reported: 
girls,  47;  boys,  48;  Afriauis,  41.  The  last-named  were  of  both  sexes, 
between  six  and  fifty-six  years  of  age, — some  of  them  learning  to  read, 
and  the  average  attendance  from  twenty  to  thirty. 

We  have  no  further  statistics  of  this  Union  organization.  It  seems  to 
have  dropped  quietly  apart,  leaving  only  the  Congregationalists  to  con- 


*  This  lady  was  a  daughter  of  Gen.  Khhu  Marvin.  Sho  married  Uev.  L.  F.  Dim' 
mock,  D.  D.,  of  Newbury  port,  Mass.,  who,  after  her  deatli,  published  a  small  memO' 
rial  volume  ia  commemoration  of  her  wortli. 
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tinae  the  school,  which  being  taken  under  the  wing  of  the  Second  Church, 
assumed  a  permanent  and  definite  form.  In  1818,  William  C.  Gilman 
(who  had  been  one  of  the  Union  committee)  was  chosen  superintendent, 
and  the  school  since  that  period  has  been  continued  without  interruptioD, 
summer  and  winter. 

The  late  Dca.  Horace  Colton  was  nn  early  and  eflicient  supporter  of 
the  Sabbath  School  enterprise.  Col.  Charles  Coit  was  connected  with  the 
school  for  thirty  years,  and  fourteen  years  its  superintendent  These  were 
men  of  prnctical  piety,  faithfully  devoting  themselves  to  the  advancement 
of  Christian  culture.* 

Members  of  the  Second  Church  have  enlisted  with  commendable  zeal 
in  establishing  Sabbath  Schools  in  the  neighboring  districts,  where  such 
assistance  is  timely  and  important.  In  a  rugged  portion  of  West  Chelsea 
they  have  erected  a  neat  building  for  a  school-house  and  mission  chapel, 
(dcdicatccl  in  December,  1851),)  and  by  their  labors  and  influence  hare 
assisted  largely  in  a  transformation  of  the  district,  which  is  significantly 
expressed  in  the  change  of  name  from  Ilard-scrabble  to  Aft,  Pleasant 


Pastorates  of  Vie  first  century  recapitulatecL 


Church  organized  July  24,  1760. 

Whitaker,    8  yrs.  8  mos. 
Vacant,        2 
Judson,        7 
Vacant,        8 
24 


King, 
Vaciint, 
Hooker, 
A^lcant, 


u 
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u 


6 
3 
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1 


II 


II 
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I< 


Mitchell,  17  yrs.  2  mos. 


Vacant, 
Dickinson,  2 
Vacant, 
IJond,        25 
(to  July,  1860.) 
Total,  100  years. 


« 


u 


3J  « 
4^  " 
8J  « 
2J  « 


Salaries  of  Ministers, 

WhiLikcr  and  Judson,  £100  per  annum. 

King,  £125,  gradually  increased  to  $600. 

Hooker  and  Mitchell,  $700. 

Dickinson,  $1,000. 

Bond,  $1,000,  gradually  increased  to  $2,000. 

Dana,  $2,000. 


♦  Col.  Coit  (licil  Oct.  26,  1S55,  iirccI  62. 

Deacon  Colton  removed  from  Ilnrtford  to  Norwich  in  1 81 1,  And  wag  for  fifty  yean 
in  the  cabinet-woro  hnsincf  s  in  the  place.    He  died  near  the  close  of  the  year  1862. 


Tlie  first  sale  n-as  in  1796. 
about  $500  per  nnnuin. 

From  1800  to  1810,  the  lunounl  ranged  Wtvcen  $455  nni]  $G83.  I 
<  gniiliiiil,  und  in  1827  il  rosu  tot'JOl.  Tlic  [ 
o  alten/il  into  Bli|ia  iu  1829,  und  tLo  figures  lenptd  at  o 
thouianiL  In  1838  anolli^r  tliouiimd  vrod  rt'ai^lied,  aud  ^ince  tho  creclio 
of  the  present  cliureb  in  184G,  the  nverage  has  been  over  (^,000. 


A  tliirtl  Congregnlionnl  CliurcH  was  formed  within  the  limits  of  C)ieldi.-ft 
district,  Aug. '2'J,  lti27,  with  ten  mt-mbeis, nnd  a  amall  bnokcdirn-'o  cniutcd 
for  its  aceoroinodiition,  near  llic  I'uik,  on  what  i^i  now  Sochi:! 
existed  only  twelve  year^  but  dunng  tlmt  lime  was  a  well-suataincd,  e 
cicnt  church,  nnd  received  'J  1  membcra  hy  profcision ;  6G  hj  letter. 

It  had  four  minisICM: 

Kev.  Hunson  C.  ItuldiTin,  instiillod  Jan.  31,  1828. 

Bev.  Cljuiles  HyJt-,  "  Jan.     2,  1830. 

B«v.  Joel  W.  Newion,  "         0.:l.  29,  1834. 

Ittjf.  Thoa.  K.  Fcssenden,  onhincrl  Oct.  IG,  1839. 


The  church  was  disbnnJc-d  May  23,  1842, 
to  other  eliurciies.  Tlic  house  of  woisliip 
Mciely. 


The  Grecncville  Congregational  Church  was  organized  Jan.  1,  1S33, 
with  sixteen  members,  and  a  meeting-house  bnilt  the  next  ycnr.  It  liu 
the  following  miniilerinl  record: 

R«v.  John  Storrj,  iniitulled  pa:<lor  Kluix-h  12,  1834;  dii^miasud  A|iril 
17,  1835. 

Rev.  Stephen  Crosby,  elected  pastor  by  unanimous  consent  earlj'  in 
1837,  and  uITiciatcd  na  Hui-h  until  his  decease  iit  June,  1H38,  but  not  in* 
Htallcd. 

A.  L.  Whitman,  installed  Dec,  18.% ;  dismissed  March,  184C. 

Charles  I'.  liudh,       "  "     1840;  "       Jan.,      1856. 

Robert  1*.  Stanton,  prc^nt  pastor,  installed  June  11,  I85C. 

Mr.  Stanton  lind  been  previously  settled  at  Cohocs,  N.  Y.,  and  at  Derbjr, 
Ct  He  is  a  native  of  Ilelchertuwn,  Ma.<i^.,  but  in  his  ancestry  connected 
with  Groion,  Ct. 

In  a  manufacturing  district  like  this,  a  churcli  and  coagregution  an 
peculiarly  liable  to  changes  and  fluctuations.    The  Grceneville  cfaurcli, 
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however,  has  been  snstained  with  great  uniformitj ;  the  vacancies  made 
by  frequent  removals  being  speedily  filled  bj  new-comers  or  by  the  fruits 
of  revivals.  When  the  whole  village  contained  but  700  inhabitants,  the 
Congregational  churdi,  which  was  then  the  only  one  in  the  place,  had  100 
members.  It  has  had  three  deacons :  Samuel  Mowry,  chosen  at  the  first 
organization  of  the  church,  and  for  several  years  the  only  one  in  office ; 
Oliver  Woo'lworth,  who  died  Feb.  7, 1865,  aged  71 ;  Frederick  W.  Gary, 
successor  of  Mr.  Woodworth.  Deacon  Mowry  and  William  H.  Coit  are 
the  veterans  of  this  church, — the  first  on  its  list  of  members,  and  still 
upholding  its  ministrations. 


A  fi(\h  Congregational  Church,  now  ranking  as  the  fourth  in  the  order 
of  time,  and  formed  principally  by  a  colony  from  the  second,  was  organ* 
izcd  June  1,  1842,  with  112  members,  98  of  whom  were  from  the  Second 
Church.  It  stood  forth  at  once  upon  a  solid  foundation,  and  has  ever  since 
been  a  strong  and  prosperous  church. 

TIic  meetings  wore  held  nt  first  in  the  town-hall ;  but  n  house  of  wor- 
ship, creeled  on  Main  street,  wiu  dedicated  Oct.  1,  1845,  and  the  ossocia'* 
tion  took  the  distinctive  title  of  Main  Sired  Congregational  Church, 

Kev.  Willard  Child  was  installed  over  the  church  Aug.  31,  1842,  but 
resigned  the  ofTice  at  the  close  of  three  years. 

Rev.  John  P.  Gulliver  was  ordained  pastor,  Oct  1,  1846,  and  under 
his  efllcient  ministry  the  church  has  largely  increased  in  numbers  and 
influence. 

The  meeting-house  of  this  society,  constructed  of  Chatham  free-stone, 
at  an  expense  of  $14,000,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  Sept.  17,  1854,  after  it 
had  been  occupied  about  nine  years.  A  more  eligible  site  was  then  cho- 
sen; al  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Buth  street,  and  a  new  church  built 
of  far  greater  capacity  and  convenience  than  the  former.  The  founda- 
tion stone  was  laid  in  July,  1855,  ami  the  edifice  completed  and  dedicated 
in  October,  1857.  A  change  of  title  became  necessary,  and  that  of  Broad- 
way Congregational  Church  was  adopted. 

Thij^  church,  the  most  costly  and  complete  of  any  sacred  edifice  ever 
erected  in  Norwich,  is  61  feet  by  04,  and  the  spire  200  feet  high.  It  is 
built  of  brick,  with  free-stone  dressing.'*,  in  the  lloman  style  of  archi- 
tecture, and  in  its  admirable  system  of  ventilation  is  regarded  t\s  a  model 
church. 

The  organ,  of  great  compass  and  purity  of  tone,  was  the  gift  of  Wm. 
A.  Buckingham.  The  Sabbath  School  room  in  the  basement  will  seat 
450  persons,  and  the  adjoining  lecture-room  120. 

This  society  numbers  about  200  families,  and  the  church  300  mem- 
bers. 
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JAor  a  pMontiB  of  iitoetewi  tmutb,  Mr.  Gulliver  resigncil  his  cTu 
is  Otdw  to  MS^t  U  vrgnU  call  from  tbe  New  Knglnnil  Congrcgalioaal 
GbnrA  in  CbkMgii,aBd  was  JiimhiBJ  Oct  24, 18C5.    Ho  hiives  a  cliun:h 
jntpwu  and  ptgpaidw,  attadiod  lo  liU  minUlry,  nnd  reluctnnll/  coa- 
aan^ng  to  tbe  MpaiBtkMi. 

Mr.  GalUTer  b  a  natlTa  ^  Botto,  anil  gmdunled  nt  Yalo  College  in 
1840. 


The  year  1845  ma  noted  for  dharcli  buiMing.  Four  out  of  ibe  fire 
Omgragational  dunchea  In  Norwidi  erected  new  buildings,  or  larRely 
ngiSni  the  old  ones.  Cbikt  Omrch  was  built  by  tbe  Episcopal  society 
two  jean  later. 


Xba  nnmbv  of  Chriitlan  minlttmi  of  various  denominntionB  tbat  I) 
bniA  to  V<awi6k  Eint  Sode^  tot  iheir  binh-place,  or  at  least  for  tlte 
boine  of  their  jronth,  !■  ao  hu^  aa  to  be  woriby  of  special  enumeration. 
TbB  twentf-fanr  fbllowfng  namei  bdong  lo  thU  class : 


SmidlLAaMlB. 


Uman  Badiiu,  of  KewingteOt 
HcofyUaM. 


Chorlct  CleveUnd,  of  Boiton. 
Eichord  F.  Cleveland. 
Jabci  Fitch,  ion  ol  Rav.  Jftma. 
Daniel  W.  HiTcn*. 
Henry  Strang  Huntington. 
John  HnntingtOD,  of  Salem. 


Edwnrd  Iljdo.  UcthodiM. 
Clintlea  Uydo. 
nllyde. 
t  T.  Ilfde. 
Daniel  Vr.  Utlirop. 
Z.  U.  UniM^iJ,  £|}iicii{iBL 
Willium  Hovini,  I).  D. 
Clinrlos  Foilcr. 
Th.  S.  Sliiptnin. 
George  Strong,  Epiicopit. 
Eraiiut  Wontwoith,  D.  O., : 
David  Wright,  Baptiit. 


CHAPTER  XLVL 

WaM,  AMD  AVTKR  THB  WaR. 

War  With  Great  Britain  was  declared  by  the  United  States  Jane  19| 
1812. 

In  May,  1813,  tlic  frigates  tlnitcd  States  and  Macedonian  and  the 
floop-of-wnr  Hornet,  in  aUcmpting  to  pass  out  of  the  Sound  on  a  cruisef 
were  driven  back  by  an  Englisli  squadron  that  was  hovering  near  the 
outlet,  and  were  forced  to  take  refuge  in  New  London  harbor.  Here 
they  were  blockaded  by  the  British  ships,  and  being  still  apprehensive  of 
nn  attack  from  a  force  far  superior  to  their  own,  they  retired  up  the  river^ 
nnd  on  the  10th  of  Juno,  passnig  the  bar  at  Gale's  ferry,  came  within 
three  miles  of  NofwicIk  Here  they  were  partially  dismantled,  and  laid 
tip  till  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  The  seamen  were  sent  to  the  lakeSi 
and  were  all  so  fortunate  as  to  pass  in  boats,  or  other  small  craft,  safe^ 
through  the  blockading  fleet,  and  arrive  at  their  destination. 

The  commerce  of  the  Thames  ceased  at  once.  Sails  were  taken  down, 
hulls  packed  togellier  like  logs,  keels  Icfl  to  decay.  The  blodsade  of  the 
nver  continued  about  two  years,  and  was  strictly  enforced.  It  was  a 
period  of  anxiety,  depression,  and  gloom.  The  large  force  displayed  by 
the  enemy  kept  New  London  and  other  places  on  the  Sound  in  constant 
Apprehension  of  an  assault  A  British  seventy-four,  with  an  acoompani- 
raent  of  frigates  or  sloops  of  war  and  smaller  crafl,  maintained  a  strict 
guard  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  there  being  no  creeks  or  side  chan- 
nels by  which  an  entrance  could  be  effected,  it  was  not  easy  to  elude  their 
vigilance.  The  blockade  was  adequate  and  effective.  Many  valuable 
prizes  were  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  the 
coa«Jt  was  swept  clean  of  all  American  crafl. 

ICxpcrimcnts  were  however  occasionally  made,  of  running  through  the 
fleet  with  a  fair  wind,  or  of  slipping  by  in  the  night,  which  were  oflen 
successful.  In  1813,  the  schooner  O.  H.  Perry,  267  tons,  built  by  Sam*- 
ucl  Story,  and  just  completed  when  the  news  came  of  Perry's  victory  on 
liakc  Kric,  dmp|)cd  down  to  New  liondon,  and  one  night  in  November^ 
passing  by  the  blockading  squadron,  in  nine  hours  reached  New  York  in 
safety.  But  on  her  first  voyage  to  St.  Domingo  the  next  spring,  she  was 
captured  by  the  frigate  £ndymion. 
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The  privateer  sehooner  Marmion,  built  bj  S.  Clark,  rail,  out  in  safetj 
in  March,  1814,  and  went  to  sea  under  Capt  Binglcy.  Another  privateer, 
launched  from  Edgerton's  ship-yard  nearly  at  Uie  same  time,  was  equal!/ 
fortunate  in  eluding  tlie  vigilance  of  the  enemy.  Escape  and  capture 
alternated  in  this  game  of  running  the  blockade.  Capt.  John  Doaue,  in  a 
fishing  vessel  called  The  Bee,  and  Capt.  Jonathan  Lester  in  Uie  sloop 
Richard,  were  captured  during  the  winter  of  1813-14.  The  sloop  Three 
Brothers,  Erastus  Davison,  in  entering  New  London  harbor,  Dec  22,  was 
fired  at  four  times  by  the  British  frigate  Statira,  but  came  safely  up  the 
river  with  a  full  cargo. 

The  4th  of  July,  1814,  brought  with  it  but  little  festivity.  A  pleasant 
incident,  however,  occurred  at  Norwich.  A  house  on  the  river,  near 
Bushnell's  Cove,  about  a  mile  below  the  city,  was  kept  as  a  public  house, 
and  called  the  Thames  Hotel.*  It  was  at  this  time  rented  by  Capt 
Christopher  R.  Perry,  the  father  of  Commodore  Perry.  On  the  day  of 
jubilee,  a  party  of  gentlemen  from  the  city  had  a  public  dinner  at  this 
hotel,  and  just  before  sitting  down  to  the  table,  the  heroic  Commodore 
himself  unexpectedly  arrived  from  the  lakes  on  a  visit  to  lib  father. 
Great  was  the  cheering,  and  never  were  cheers  bestowed  more  cordially. 
The  joyous  acclamations  reached  the  dbmantled  squadron  below,  where 
the  few  officers  in  charge  were  dining  on  the  deck  of  the  Macedonian, 
and  the  river  was  enlivened  with  a  succession  of  responsive  cheers  and 
salutes. 

In  August,  1814,  the  enemy  made  a  bold  but  unsuccessful  attack  u|>on 
Stoningtun.  Ilud  \\wy  succeoded  in  gaining  possession  of  this  fuothold, 
there  is  litllc  doubl  llmt  the  stroke  would  liuvc  been  followed  by  a  sudden 
descent  upon  Norwieli.  There  was  no  other  place  that  they  could  hope 
to  reach,  which  offered  such  temptations  as  this. 

Three  ships  of  war  were  lying  helpless  in  tlie  river;  the  harbor  was 
crowded  witli  dismantled  merchant  vessels,  and  the  town  contained  a  pub- 
lic arsenal  for  the  manufacture  of  gun-carriages,  and  several  valuable  mills 
for  the  production  of  paper  and  cotton  and  woollen  cloth.  These  were 
strong  inducements  for  the  enemy  to  make  a  raid  into  the  country,  and 
sweep  over  the  city  in  vengeance  and  destruction.  The  situation  of  the 
town  was  therefore  considered  very  critical,  and  the  inhabitants  were  filled 
with  anxiety  and  fear. 

A  petition  was  forwarded  to  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  State  troops 
for  a  military  force  to  be  stationed  in  or  near  the  place  for  its  protection, 
and  on  the  15th  of  September  the  citizens  assembled  in  town  meeting  for 
tlie  special  purpose  of  considering  what  should  be  done  in  the  way  of 
defence  against  the  enemy. 


♦  Built  by  Thomas  Buj>luicU,  niul  uftor  llio  w«r  Iho  residence  of  Capt.  Appleton 
Mcach. 
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A  Committee  of  Safety  was  appointed,  with  discretionary  power,  the 
members  of  which  may  be  taken  as  representatives  of  the  various  inter- 
ests of  the  town. 

Theodore  Barrcll,  Cnpt.  Aognstns  Lathrop, 

John  Do  Witt,  Cnpt.  Jonathan  Lester, 

Gen.  Zacharinh  Ilantington,  Mnjor  Joseph  Perkins, 

Charles  P.  Hunting:ton,  Cnpt.  Charles  Rockwell, 

Ebcnezer  Hyde,  Jun.  Capt.  Eleazar  Rogers, 

Nctrcorob  Kinney,  Capt.  Benjamin  Snow, 

James  I^anmnn,  Col.  Samuel  Tyler. 
Kxra  Lntlirop, 

Under  the  direction  of  this  committee,  several  volunteer  companies 
were  organized,  c(iiii|)pcd,  and  held  ready  for  sudden  emergencies. 

A  regiment  was  nimut  the  same  time  drafted  in  Norwich  and  tlie  neigh- 
boring towuf),  and  sent  to  the  coast  to  take  the  place  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
which  had  been  on  duty  at  New  Jjondon  and  Stonington,  and  was  now 
discharged. 

Colonel  Elisha  Tracy  of  Norwich  held  the  place  of  deputy -commissary 
and  general  agent  of  the  government  during  the  war. 

George  L.  Perkins  wjis  brigade-inspector  and  paymaster  of  the  Con- 
necticut and  Uliodc  Island  troops,  with  the  rank  of  major  in  the  regular 
army. 

J.  Bates  Murdock  of  Bozrah,  and  Joseph  Kinney  of  Norwich,  well- 
educated  and  promising  young  men,  enlisted  early  in  this  war,  and  were 
soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captains. 

Recruits  from  Norwich,  and  other  towns  in  this  part  of  Connecticut, 
wfcre  assigned  to  the  25 th  regiment,  commanded  by  Major  Jessup.  This 
regiment  was  on  the  Niagara  frontier  in  the  campaign  of  1814,  and  in  the 
hottest  part  of  tlic  fight  during  the  severe  engagements  at  Chippeway  and 
Bridge  water.  This  last  battle, — known  also  as  the  battle  of  the  Cataract, 
and  of  Lundy's  Lane, — was  then  considered  the  most  desperate  battle  ever 
fought  in  North  America:  the  loss  on  either  side  amounting  to  nearly  one- 
fourth  of  those  engaged.* 

Capt.  Kinney  fell  in  this  battle, — shot  through  the  breast  just  at  the 
clo^e  of  the  engagement,  and  died  u[K)n  the  battle-field.  lie  was  a  gallant 
odiccr,  with  a  line  person  and  soldier-like  bearing,  popular  with  the  army, 
and  a  favuritfi  in  society.  His  sad  fate  excited  a  deep  sympathy  in  tlie 
community  at  home. 

•  One  of  the  Miivivors  of  the  cniiipnign  of  1814,  (Asa  Mnnnin^,  drnmmcr,  now 
janitor  of  the  Free  Acndcmy,)  snys  :  "  Tlicro  were  some  45  of  us  Norwich  boys,  who 
foii};lit  at  Liiiuly's  Lniir,  ^onio  of  whom  laid  down  their  lives  on  thut  blooily  field,  and 
all  fought  witii  (*ourii^*nu4  pillaiUry.  Wo  brought  olT  our  flag,  though  it  was  shot 
from  the  siniT  mid  riddled  with  30  or  40  bullet  holes."  Mr.  Manning's  fnthcr,  Diah 
Manning,  was  in  the  war  of  the  Ucvolution,  and  one  of  Washington's  body-guard. 
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The  following  inscription  is  on  the  family  monument  at  Norwicli : 

-Joseph,  son  of  Ncwcomb  and  Sally  Kinnej,  entered  the  U.  S.  Army  as  TJcutenani 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain  in  1812,  was  cn^ged  in  scTormf 
tOTere  skirmishes,  besides  six  sanguinary  battles,  the  last  of  which  was  at  Landy's 
Lane,  Bridge  water,  July  25th,yV814,  where  he  was  killed  commanding  the  2d  division 
of  the  25th  regiment  of  U.  S.  Infantry,  in  the  27th  year  of  his  ago. 

Buried  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Very  few  reminiscences  can  be  gathered  of  this  war.  It  was  unpopular 
in  New  England,  and  its  deeds  of  heroism  were  not  laid  up  as  treasures 
of  the  memory  by  sympathetic  admirers. 

Notwithstanding  the  inventive  genius  of  our  peoplci  and  the  facility 
with  whioh  they  contrive  substitutes  wlien  deprived  of  customary  comforts 
and  conveniences,  the  privations  consequent  upon  the  war  were  numerous 
and  perplexing.  We  had  too  literally  followed  the  advice  of  some  of  our 
statesmen,  to  keep  our  work-shops  in  Europe.  Articles  of  steel  and  iron, 
for  instance,  were  all  of  English  production.  Even  pins  had  not  then 
been  made  to  any  extent,  if  at  all,  in  this  country,  and  during  the  war 
were  upwards  of  a  dollar  per  paper.  Out  of  many  hundred  articles  which 
constituted  the  retail  assortment  of  the  largest  hanlware  and  furnishing 
store  at  that  time  in  Norwich,  only  four  were  manufactured  in  this  coun- 
try, viz.,  steelyards,  cut  nails,  bed-cords,  and  screw-augers.  These  last 
were  an  American  invention. 

The  war  gave  to  the  mannfacturing  interest  of  Norwich  a  decided 
impetus.  The  following  mills  in  and  around  the  town  originated  in  the 
exigencies  of  the  timt;,  and  went  into  oponition  bctwctin  1813  and  181 G. 

Colton-mill  of  GotKlanl  I'c  Williani.s,  at  llu;  Falls:  John  Gray,  agent. 

Fanning  cotton-factory  at  Jewelt  City  ;  Christopher  Lippitt,  agent. 

Bozrahville  cotton-factory  ;  Erastus  Hyde,  agent. 

Cotton-factory  at  Lisbon  ;  LaFayctte  Tibbitts,  agent. 

Nail  factory  at  the  Falls;  Wni.  C.  Oilman,  agent. 

Scholfield's  woollen-factory  at  .lewett  City. 

Woollen-factory  of  Cleviiland  &  Allen,  near  I^ord's  Bridge. 

As  illustrative  of  the  sudden  changes  that  the  tide  of  war  often  makes 
in  domestic  history,  the  following  incidents  merit  notice : 

Tlie  flag-ship  of  the  blockading  squadron  at  New  London  was  the 
Ramillies,  on  board  of  which  was  an  impressed  American  seaman  named 
John  Carpenter,  a  native  of  Norwich.  Ilis  father,  an  aged  and  respect- 
able man,  iiscertained  this  fact,  and,  provided  with  suitable  vouchers,  went 
off  to  the  squadron  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  applied  for  liis  release.  Com- 
modore Hardy,  after  patiently  examinining  the  case,  freely  gave  the  sea- 
man his  discharge,  with  certiiicates  to  show  that  he  had  served  faithfully 
for  more  than  five  years,  and  was  entitled  to  $300  wages  and  $2000 
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prize  money.  The  father  met  his  son,  whom  lie  hod  not  seen  for  more 
than  eight  yeaivt,  on  the  deck  of  the  Ramillies,  and  they  came  home 
together. 

Capt.  Asa  Ilosmcr  of  Norwich  had  been  fwc  years  separated  from  his 
family,  engaged  in  trade  upon  the  coast  of  South  America.  He  was  re- 
turning home  in  1812,  a  passenger  in  a  merchant  vessel,  and  was  witliin 
fourteen  miles  of  the  coast,  when  an  English  man-of-war  came  in  sighti 
and  the  vc'^sel  was  taken  as  a  prize. 

Capt,  Ilosmcr  suffered  a  long  detention  with  the  blockading  fleet,  hov- 
ering day  after  day  and  month  after  month  in  sight  of  his  native  coast, 
before  he  was  released. 

The  same  enterprising  mariner  and  trader  was  subsequently  immured 
during  three  years  and  nine  months  in  a  Spanish  dungeon  at  Havana. 
He  returned  home  from  this  exile  July  25,  1820,  and  immediately 
resumed  his  maritinie  pursuits,  but  died  on  the  coast  of  Honduras  in 
1824. 

Tfie  news  of  peace  came  so  suddenly,  that  it  threw  the  whole  country 
into  transports  of  joy ;  all  was  enthusiasm  and  ecstacy,  and  the  rejoicings 
exceeded  any  thing  ever  before  witnessed  in  America.  The  grateful 
tidings  reached  Norwich,  Feb.  13,  1815,  and  the  citizens  gave  vent  to 
their  boundless  joy  in  mutual  congratulations,  shouts,  cannonades,  and  illu- 
minations ;  rockets  flew  up  from  the  hills,  salutes  were  fired  from  the  ships 
in  the  river,  and  these  were  echoed  from  the  fortresses  at  New  London, 
and  those  again  were  responded  to  from  the  British  blockading  squadron 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  till  the  whole  adjacent  country  was  made  glad 
with  the  tidings. 

The  winter  had  been  distinguished  as  a  season  of  severe  frost ;  loaded 
sleds  traveled  on  the  bosom  of  the  Thames  in  perfect  safety ;  and  for  sev- 
eral weeks  ]>crsons  miglit  skate  all  the  way  from  Norwich  to  New  London 
upon  the  river.  But  as  soon  as  peace  was  proclaimed,  prepanitions  were 
made  to  revive  business. 

Admiral  Ilotham^s  blockading  squadron,  which  had  long  been  keeping 
watch  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  put  to  sea  March  11th. 

The  dismantled  ships  in  the  river  made  haste  to  resume  their  gear;  tho 
^lacedoninn,  the  last  to  leave  her  moorings,  went  down  to  New  London 
April  4(li. 

The  brig  Dove,  Waller  Lester,  was  the  first  merchant  vessel  to  start 
on  a  voyage.  She  cleared  the  last  of  April  for  St.  Vincent,  with  horses 
and  cattle.  The  Dove  was  also  the  first  to  arrive  from  a  foreign  port. 
She  brought  in  a  valuable  cargo  in  August ;  duties,  $9,832. 

Brig  Fame,  J.  S.  Billings,  sailed  in  June  for  Guadaloupe.  Brig  Hopeii 
George  Gilbert,  cleared  in  December.     Very  few,  however,  of  the  mcr- 
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chants  and  ship-masters  resumed  their  former  correspondence  with  the 
Ishinds.*  A  voyage  was  now  and  then  made  with  fair  success,  but  before 
1820  the  regular  West  India  tnide  of  Norwich  seems  to  have  tiipcred  into 
extinction.     Capt.  Walter  Lester  was  one  of  the  last  engaged  in  it. 

Norwich  had  been  so  thoroughly  depressed  in  its  mercantile  interests 
by  tlie  war,  that  the  restoration  to  prosperity  could  not  be  otherwise  than 
gradual  and  slow.  The  general  stagnation  of  business  arrested  the  growth 
of  the  city,  and  kept  it  for  nearly  the  first  quarter  of  the  century  witliout 
advance  or  improvement.  For  twenty  years  or  more,  no  buildings  of  any 
importance,  except  the  dwelling-houses  heretofore  mentioned  in  Washing- 
ton street,  were  erected  in  Chelsea.  The  hotel  of  Reuben  Willoughbyy 
since  much  altered  and  enlarged,  and  now  known  as  tlie  American  House, 
was  built  in  1803-4.  From  1800  to  1820,  the  population  of  Norwich 
increased  only  148.  Thomas  Robinson  built  on  Main  street  in  1825; 
Russell  Hubbard  on  Broadway  the  next  year.  Mansfield's  brick  row, 
erected  in  1831,  was  a  decided  indication  of  reviving  enterprise. 

In  1806-7,  the  clearances  for  foreign  ports  from  the  whole  New  Lon- 
don district  exceeded  100  each  year.  In  1819,  only  24  are  recorded;  in 
1820,  only  16.  These  facts  are  striking  evidences  of  the  decline  of  for- 
eign trade  in  this  district. 

But  the  era  of  steam  navigation  had  now  commenced.  On  the  1t5th  of 
October,  1816,  Capt.  Bunker  in  tlie  steamboat  Connecticut  ascended  the 
Thames.  The  Norwich  Courier,  in  its  issue  of  (hat  day,  circulated  the 
interesting  intelligence  through  the  town. 

2  o'clock  1*.  M. — "  Wo  stop  the  press  to  announce  tlio  nmvul  atlliia  i>ortof  tlio  new 
Sloain  Uout  Connecticut,  Cupt.  Hunker,"  &.e. 

This  was  the  first  steam  trip  to  Norwich,  and  people  from  the  neigh- 
borhood rushed  to  the  place  to  behold  the  prodigy  that  science  had  pro- 
duced,— a  sliip  wafted  safely  over  the  waters  by  lire. 

A  small  steamer  culled  the  Eagle,  85  tons  burtk*n,  and  raising  38  lbs. 
to  the  inch,  was  soon  afterward  constructed  at  Norwich  by  Gilbert  Brews- 
ter, an  ingenious  mechanician  then  living  in  Norwich.  It  was  furnished 
with  a  small  engine,  and  what  wtis  called  a  wooden  boiler,  but  con.sisting 
mainly  of  an  iron  cylinder  cased  in  wood.  It  went  down  the  river  on  its 
first  or  trial  trip,  July  1,  1817,  and  met  on  the  way  the  steamboat  Fulton, 
Capt.  Law,  with  streamers  flying  and  music  playing,  in  honor  of  James 
Munroe,  President  of  the  United  States,  who  was  on  board.     The  Presi- 


♦  Several  of  tlio  veteran  sea-captains  found  ready  employment  in  other  ports.  In 
1820,  Capt.  Colver  made  a  voyage  to  Archangel  in  the  barque  Sarah  Louisa;  Capt. 
Whiting  went  to  Trieste  in  the  ship  Garonne,  and  Capt.  Tracy  to  London  in  the  Lon. 
don  Packet,— all  from  New  York.  Those  ship-masters  and  several  others,  though  sail- 
ing for  many  years  from  other  ports,  had  their  homes  in  Norwich. 
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ileni  W.1S  on  a  tour  Uirough  the  NortLern  States,  and  having  arriyed  thai 
day  at  New  London,  CapL  Law  was  making  an  excursion  on  the  Thames 
to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  viewing  the  river ;  and  the  trip  of  the  Eagle 
had  been  undertaken  as  a  pleasure  excursion,  to  meet  and  salute  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  while  at  the  same  time  testing  the  diaracter 
of  the  new  boat  Capt  John  Doane,  a  well-known  packet-master,  com- 
manded, and  fifty  persons  purchased  tickets  for  the  occasion. 

The  passengers,  fifly  in  number,  were  in  tlie  cabin,  in  the  rear  of  the 
boiler,  when  it  was  announced  that  the  Fulton  was  approaching ;  upon 
which  they  hastened  to  gain  the  deck,  and  just  as  the  last  of  the  company 
was  ascending  the  stairs  of  the  gangway,  a  terrific  explosion  took  place. 
The  end  of  the  boiler  was  forced  out,  and  sweeping  through  the  cabin, 
went  out  at  (he  stern,  leaving  scarcely  a  wreck  of  the  partitions,  furniture, 
and  contents  of  the  cabin  behind.  Even  timbers  and  heavy  planks  were 
wrenched  from  their  places,  and  scattered  in  fragments. 

Had  the  passengers  remained  but  a  minute  longer  in  the  cabin,  all  must 
have  perished.  FiRy  citizens  of  Norwich  came  within  a  minute  of  being 
swept  together  into  eternity. 

Some  of  them  were  wounded  'by  flying  fi*agments  of  wood,  or  bruised 
by  being  thrown  down  by  the  shock,  but  one  of  the  crew,  who  was  last 
upon  the  stairs,  was  the  only  peason  scalded,  and  he  but  slightly. 

Notwithstanding  this  first  calamity,  the  Eagle,  as  an  early  specimen  of 
steamboat  construction,  reflected  credit  upon  its  ingenious  builder.  After- 
wards fitted  with  a  safe  boiler,  and  its  name  changed  to  the  Hancock,  it 
made  a  serviceable  freight-boat,  and  was  employed  for  some  years  on 
another  part  of  the  coast. 

The  regular  line  of  steam  communication  with  New  York  commenced 
in  1817 ;  the  Connecticut  and  the  Fulton  forming  the  line,  and  stopping 
both  at  New  Haven  and  New  London.  The  packet  system  from  that 
time  lost  its  patronage  and  importance.  The  old  days  of  uncertainty,  in 
which,  when  a  person  started  for  New  York,  he  ran  the  risk  of  being  a 
week  on  the  voyage,  gave  place  to  three  trips  per  week  comparatively 
certain.  One  of  the  last  of  the  better  class  of  packets,  fitted  to  accommo- 
date passengers  as  well  as  to  carry  freight,  was  the  Ann  Maria,  Capt.  W. 
W.  Coit.  In  1820,  CnpL  Coit  went  into  the  Sound  steamboat  line,  run- 
ning at  first  the  General  Jackson.  Three  other  steamers  on  this  route^ 
viz.,  the  Norwich,  Huntress,  and  Worcester,  were  built  for  him,*  and  each 


*  The  early  Btcnm  nnvigntion  of  tho  river  trns  mach  indebted  to  the  enterprise  of 
Capt.  Coit.  lie  Ims  sinee  been  interested  in  the  building  of  Boveral  large  steamers,  to 
run  on  different  routes.  One  of  these,  named  the  W.  W.  Coit,  built  for  him  at  Mystic 
in  ISG4,  and  immediately  chartered  by  Government,  was  the  vessel  from  which  Gen. 
Gilmore  landed  and  took  possession  of  Charleston,  Feb.  18,  1865, — ^her  ensign  being 
the  first  Union  flag  hoisted  on  Sumter  after  the  surrender. 
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in  succession  was  for  seveml  years  under  hU  command.     He  retired  frooi 
the  line  in  1831. 

Other  commanders  from  Norwich,  who  wero  enrTy  ronnccted  with  tho 
iteamboat  line  to  New  York  and  New  Iluven^  were  Cluirtes  IX^vidou  oT 
the  Fanny,  and  Euclid  EUiot  of  the  Maria. 


Notes  from  the  Tovm  Record* 

Oct.  14,  1800.  liv  Town  Moetintr — Vote4t  ttuit  tlio  Select  Mcu  Im  rec^iKSstod  lo  writ* 
to  tliu  Rcprescntativos  of  thU  town  at  ilie  Geii«ml  AhHeinbly  iiow  Mtttug  ut  Now  llivea 
to  utio  their  influoiico  in  obtuinii^  a  rc^ulvo  or  an  Act  of  ARScmUiy  prohiluti»i;  llio  voir 
gration  of  ncgrooa  and  peo^Uo  of  color  fi-on\  oilior  statoii  into  tliid  Ktaus. 

In  August,  1818,  a  convention  of  deputies  from  all  parts  of  tLc  State 
met  at  Hartford  and  agreed  upcui  a  Constilution  feu*  the  Slate. 

Previous  to  this  tlu;  laws  and  government  of  tlu^  Sliit»  luul  bceii  Uased 
upon  tlie  Charter  of  Charles  YL,  granted  in  1(UV2.  The  lutw  CoiLstituiion 
was  submitted  to  each  town  separately,  and  being  lu^ccptcd  by  the  majority^ 
was  ratified. 

It  was  laid  before  the  town  of  Norwidi  in  October.  Tlie  votos  in  favor 
of  it  were  194 ;  against  it,  74. 

October,  1826.    Resolved,  to  oncoiimgc  a  proji'(*t  of  opcnis;;  a  canal  iruiu  ibo  tid* 

water  at  Norwich  to  Worccsier  Co.,  Mush.,  hIoii^  lltu  Quiuaimiij;  river. 

1835.  Voted,  that  (he  old  hook  of  rccoiiU  of  hUtlui  und  marri>i;;i'S  Ix)  tmuM'rUjcd  hj 
the  dork,  Alexander  Laihrop. 

June  S,  1837.  Itosolvcd^  That  as  it  is  the  duty  of  cnTj  goo<l  ikiicn  to  «li^'ouuto-> 
naucu  bcditious  and  iuiendiary  docivinrs  of  every  i^oi'l,  wo  do  deny  eHtinltf  liiv  uso  uf 
t)iO  Town  Hull  or  of  any  tMhi'i*  building  hidoii^iu*^  lo-  iho  lowu  for  iiuy  |iurp«i>e  i*on* 
ucctcU  in  any  way  with  iho  ul>i>liliou  of  .slavery. 

1837.  Voted  to  use  the  inteix*i>t  of  klu)  dei>o;iit6  fund  of  surplud  reveauo  for  M-koola 
and  other  purposes  of  education. 

Jan.  2,  1841.  Resolved  that  no  ru'cn.«o  hf.  granted  for  selling  wine  or  oi her  spirit- 
nous  liquors,  except  for  mediciual  purposes,  during  the  year. 

This  vffis  moved  by  Charles  W.  Uockwell,  Esq^  and  was  reiterated  by 
him  and  confirmed  by  the  town  at  the  bt^iiming  of  several  sureeeding 
years. 


*  NHthanicl  Shipman,   Km].,  presided  as  moderator  at  a  lai^  nambcr  of  public 
assemblies.     Bciwccu  IT'JS  aud  1320,  ho  was  uflcucr  ih^u  any  oibcr  pci;sou  vailed  lA 

thr.  ••Iiiiir. 
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1842.  Voted  that  measores  be  taken  to  hare  Norwich  made  a  whole  thire  town,  is 
order  that  all  the  Conrts  of  New  London  Conntj  be  held  here. 

Maj,  1847.  Voted  to  oppoee  with  the  ntmovt  vigor,  the  petition  of  Now  London 
to  bri<Igo  ttio  Thames,  as  sucli  a  mcasaro  would  bo  vcrjr  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
this  town. 

The  sum  of  85000  was  appropriated  to  carrj  out  this  Tote. 


The  Norwich  Channel  Company  was  incorporated  in  1805  "for  improv- 
ing the  Channel  of  the  river  Thames/'  and  a  lottery  granted  to  raise  a 
fund  of  $10,000  for  (his  object.  Three  classes  were  drawn  in  1805-6. 
The  managers  were  Simeon  Breed,  Joseph  Perkins,  Dwight  Ripley, 
Peter  Lnnmnn,  and  Jabez  Huntington. 

When  the  company  should  have  succeeded  so  far  that  vessels  drawing 
eight  and  a  half  feet  of  water  could  advance  to  the  head  of  the  river,  they 
were  authorized  to  demand  a  certain  rate  of  toll.  Very  little  improve- 
ment was  effected  by  this  company,  although  at  one  time  they  reported 
nine  feet  of  water,  at  common  tide,  the  whole  distance  from  Norwich  to 
New  London.    In  1825  the  stock  was  merged  in  the  Tlmmes  Bank. 

T1ie  dredging  machine  used  by  (he  Channel  Company  was  the  patent 
of  Stephen  Culver,  and  a  suit  was  brought  against  the  Company  for  in-< 
fringing  his  rights,  but  the  patent  could  not  be  sustained.  It  was  proved 
to  be  a  macliine  formed  on  the  same  principle  with  one  that  had  been  used 
in  France,  and  especially  in  the  harbor  of  L'Orient,  forty  years  before. 

The  patentee  was  then  dead,  lie  had  been  a  packet-master,  bridge- 
builder,  and  machine-maker,  and  no  doubt  honestly  considered  himself  the 
originator  of  the  patented  machine.  But  from  early  youth  he  had  fol- 
lowed the  seas,  and  it  was  shown  that  in  his  boyhood  he  had  been  carried 
a  prisoner  to  France,  and  left  for  a  while  at  this  very  harbor  of  L'Orient^ 
and  probably  retained  some  vngue  idea  in  his  mind  of  the  principle  o#tho 
machine,  which  in  after  life  he  worked  out  and  put  into  operation. 


CHAPTER  XLVIL 

HiBOBLLANlBS. 

Oontroversies. 

Towns,  like  nations,  have  (heir  inward  sectional  conflicts  and  their  out- 
ward hostilities,  bj  which  society  is  oAcn  moved  to  its  depths  and  rendered 
turbulent  and  dark,  though  the  difficulty  may  never  result  in  acts  of  open 
violence.  It  is  by  no  means  a  pleasant  task  to  chronicle  outworn  disputes, 
and  it  might  be  well  to  leave  all  such  tliemcs  in  the  oblivion  of  decaying 
records,  if  by  suppressing  the  trutli  we  did  not  lead  to  a  false  estimate  of 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  past  days,  compared  with  the  present  We 
are  prone  to  think  that  social  life  in  the  time  of  our  fathers  was  not  beset 
by  those  contending  claims  and  passionate  prejudices  tliat  now  so  oAen 
disturb  the  repose  of  small  communities.  Tlie  unjust  inference  is  there- 
fore drawn,  that  tlie  old  was  better  tlian  the  new,  tuid  that  in  the  virtues 
of  justice,  mo<lcration  and  good  neighborhood  we  have  declined  from  the 
high  Btnndurd  of  our  ancestors.  But  tlie  gliiss  of  history  oflon  prescnta 
us  with  a  view  of  the  past  which  seems  but  a  reflection  of  the  present, 
with  even  an  aggravation  of  the  darker  tints.  Local  feuds,  interminable 
lawsuits,  abusive  language,  threatening  denunciations,  aggressiond  sectional 
and' municipal,  were  quite  as  frequent  and  apparently  more  causeless  and 
infuriated  in  former  times  than  at  the  present  day. 


Location  of  the  Courts, 

A  sectional  jealousy  between  the  Town-plot  or  First  Society  and  Chel- 
sea began  to  make  its  appearance  soon  after  the  Revolutionary  war.  As 
the  two  societies  drew  towards  a  balance  in  numbers  and  influence,  tlie 
points  of  collision  multiplied,  and  the  jar  was  nearly  continuous.  Almost 
every  election  was  marked  by  high  excitement,  if  not  with  absolute  strife 
and  contention. 

In  1798,  after  a  long  and  sharp  contest,  a  vote  was  obtained  that  the 
town  meetings  should  thereafter  be  held  alternately  in  the  First  and  Sec- 
ond Societies.  The  first  town-meeting  in  Chelsea  was  held  in  1800,  in 
the  Congregational  meeting-house,  and  this  marks  the  period  when  the 
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two  societies  were  most  equally  balanced.  Tet  the  predominating  influ- 
ence still  remained  with  the  Town-plot.  In  the  jcar  1800,  tlie  Mayor, 
Elisha  Hyde,  the  four  Aldermen,  Thomas  Fanning,  John  Turner,  Samuel 
Huntington,  and  Simeon  Thomas,  the  town-clerk,  Benjamin  Huntington 
the  city  clerk,  Charles  Lathrop,  and  half  of  the  common  council,  were  of 
the  First  Society. 

The  contest  for  the  possession  of  the  court-house  and  the  court  sessions 
was  still  more  acrimonious.  The  Ancient  Town  could  not  resign  these 
privilogos  without  a  last  struggle  to  retain  them. 

Early  in  the  year  1809,  a  vote  was  carried  to  cede  the  court-house  to 
the  county  for  the  use  of  the  county  courts,  provided  it  should  be  removed 
to  Cholsca  Pl.'itn  at  individual  expense.  The  defeated  party  claimed  that 
tliis  result  had  hocn  gained  by  surprise  and  from  partisan  motives.'  Fresh 
meetings  were  summoned ;  the  vote  was  reconsidered,  rescinded,  and  finally 
passed  a  second  time.  The  county  accepted  the  cession,  but  before  the 
deed  of  conveyance  had  been  legally  confirmed,  the  storm  of  opposition 
grew  so  intense  that  it  was  not  executed.  Dec  18th,  a  second  vote  of 
cession  was  carried,  and  a  new  committee  appointed  to  assign  the  prop- 
erty. But  on  the  30lh  of  the  same  month,  another  town  meeting  revoked 
all  former  proceedings  whatever,  relating  to  the  removal  of  the  courts  and 
the  conveyance  of  the  house  to  the  county. 

The  contention  was  renewed  at  times,  with  alternate  periods  of  brood- 
ing quiet,  for  a  series  of  years.  It  came  up  again  in  1826,  with  increased 
heat  and  determination,  and  at  this  time  a  strong  desire  was  manifested  in 
the  old  part  of  the  town  for  a  division  into  two  communities.  A  petition 
to  that  effect  was  sent  to  the  Legislature,  praying  that  Norwich  might  be 
restricted  to  the  First  Society  and  relieved  from  its  association  with  Chel- 
sea, but  it  produced  no  result. 

Jan.  22,  1827,  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  Congregational  church  at 
Chelsea,  at  which  the  two  propositions  for  dividing  the  town  and  fixing 
upon  the  site  for  a  new  town  and  court-house,  were  discussed  with  fiery 
vehemence.  The  vote  for  a  separation  was  lost  by  a  small  majority ;  after 
which  a  cxinciliatory  motion  was  made  and  passed,  that  tlie  new  court-house 
should  be  seated  on  or  near  the  Central  Plain.  Tliis  vote  was,  however, 
so  displeasing  to  a  large  party,  that  a  clamorous  call  for  an  immediate 
adjournment  was  made  and  carried. 

The  next  day  the  freeholders  re-assembled  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. It  was  good  sleighing,  and  every  horse  and  runner  from  the  farms 
and  villages  were  put  in  requisition ;  the  streets  were  lined  with  vehicles, 
and  th(^  cliurc-li  was  thronged  to  its  utmost  capacity.*     The  vote  respecting 

*  Before  tlic  ycnr  1830,  at  which  time  tho  town-house  was  completed,  tho  town  meet- 
ing at  the  Landing  were  held  in  the  Second  Congregational  Chnrch. 
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the  site  of  the  town  and  court  house  was  reconsidered  and  annulled,  and 
a  new  resolution  carried,  that  the  said  house  should  be  erected  within  the 
bounds  of  Chelsea.  The  vote  stood  227  to  219, — hj  far  the  largest  nam- 
ber  of  voters  that  had  been  present  at  one  meeting  since  tiie  divisiou  into 
four  towns  in  1786. 

At  the  electors'  meeting  in  April  following,  the  sectional  spirit  rose,  if 
possible,  to  a  still  higher  point.  The  Chelsea  candidates  were  finally 
chosen :  the  first  by  a  majority  of  only  one  vote,  between  1 1  and  1 2 
o'clock  at  night,  aAer  thirteen  ballotings! 

These  proceedings  show  that  Chelsea  society  had  now  gsiincd  (he  ascend- 
ancy over  the  older  part  of  the  town.  The  latter  again  petitioned  tlie 
Legislature  for  a  separate  municipal  organization,  but  without  sucee:is. 

The  question  with  respect  to  the  location  of  the  courts  was  three  times 
brought  before  the  General  Assembly,  and  fully  discussed,  and  twice  tried 
in  the  Superior  Courts,  the  decision  being  each  time  in  favor  of  tlkcir 
remaining  where  they  were.  But  in  the  session  of  1833,  the  Assembly 
voted  to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  the  representatives  of  the  county  of 
New  London.  These  met  in  the  town-hall  at  Chelseii,  Sept.  19th,  and 
carried  the  question  of  removal,  fificen  to  eight.  All  op|>o.silion  on  the 
other  side  ceased  from  this  time,  and  the  transfer  was  made  in  peace 
The  struggle  had  continued  about  twenty-seven  years. 

The  northern  section  of  the  town  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  be  sepa- 
rated from  **the  city,"  which  was  granted.  The  city  liniils  since  that 
period  comfirise  Chclspa,  Greenevilh;,  and  (he  Kails,  willi  a  section  upon 
the  river,  cxtcmliiig  to  Trading  Covu  Hruok. 

The  town-house  was  erected  in  1821),  at  an  expense  of  S'.),0()0.  The 
upper  story  was  fitted  for  a  court-room,  with  oflices  attached,  and  in  1833 
was  ceded  to  (he  county  for  the  use  of  the  courts.  The  fnst  court  in  this 
new  building  was  in  March,  IBiil,  >incc  which  time  the  coiirl  sessioni 
have  been  held  exclusively  at  the  Landing.  The  town-meet in^^s  contin- 
ued to  he  h(dd  alternately  at  the  Town  and  Landing  till  IS.'il),  when  u 
vote  was  carried  with  but  little  op|)0:>ition,  to  restrict  them  henceforth  to 
the  city  limits. 

The  town  and  court-house  was  destroyed  by  fire  April  11,  ISOo.  The 
books  and  records  were  saved. 

In  the  early  period  of  the  town's  history,  the  Jail  stood  upon  the  cast 
side  of  the  Green,  in  the  town-plot.  In  the  time  of  the  Uevolutionary 
war  it  wjis  on  the  west  side,  under  the  brow  of  the  hill,  in  the  rear  of  the 
present  brick  school-house.  Two  buildings  were  worn  out  in  this  jdace, 
each  having  served  about  thirty  years.  The  prison  was  then  transferred 
to  the  <outh-east  border  of  the  Green,  near  the  present  post-ollice,  where 
it  continued  till  the  courts  were  removed  to  Chelsea.  The  old  building, 
vacant  and  worthless,  was  soon  afterward  burnt  to  the  ground. 
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A  new  prison,  with  an  adjoining  house  for  the  keeper,  was  erected  at 
Chelsea,  upon  the  high  ground  overlooking  the  citj.  These  were  ceded 
to  the  county,  but  consumed  by  fire,  after  a  few  jears  occupation,  June  9, 
1838. 

The  fire  originated  in  the  cell  of  n  prisoner  confined  for  thcA,  and  was 
kindled  by  him  with  a  candle  which  he  obtained  from  his  wife.  His 
design  was  merelj  to  burn  out  the  lock  of  his  cell  door,  that  he  might 
effect  his  escape ;  but  before  he  could  complete  his  work,  the  fire  got 
beyond  his  control.  The  light  was  discovered,  the  alarm  given,  and  all 
the  inmntcs  rescued ;  but  from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  water,  nothing 
could  be  done  to  arrest  the  destructive  clement. 

The  buildings  were  reconstructed  on  an  enlarged  plan,  and  though  the 
taste  wliich  seated  such  nn  establishment  in  the  most  conspicuous  part  of 
the  city  may  be  questioned,  yet  the  buildings  themselves  are  pleasing 
objects  in  the  perspective. 


Gas  Companies, 

Tlic  introduction  of  gas  as  a  medium  for  lighting  the  city  was  for  sev- 
eral years  embarrassed  with  conflicts  of  opinion,  lawsuits,  and  vehement 
explosions  of  pnrtizansliip.  The  first  company  that  was  formed  for  this 
purpose  erected  their  works  and  obtained  from  the  common  council  cer- 
tain exclusive  privileges  for  fifTteen  years.  This  company  was  incorpora* 
ted  by  the  Legislature  in  1853,  under  the  title  of  the  Norwich  Gas  Lif^ht 
Company  ;  Frederick  W.  Treadway,  Superintendent. 

Shortly  afterward,  great  complaints  were  made ;  the  light  was  said  to 
be  pour,  tli(»  gas  c»f  bad  odor,  lcakng(»s  were  frequent,  shade-trees  in  some 
places  were  destroyed,  the  company  was  accused  of  having  violated  their 
charter,  and  on  the  whole  there  was  a  growing  disgust  of  monopolies.  A 
largo  number  of  prominent  citizens  organized  a  new  gas  company  under 
the  joint-stock-corporation  law,  called  the  Norwich  City  Gas  Company, 
and  a  trial  for  mastery  between  the  two  parties  commenced.  The  Gas 
JAffht  obtained  from  the  Superior  Court  an  injunction  against  the  City 
Ga$^  which  was  set  aside  by  a  subsequent  decision,  and  suits,  attachments^ 
collisions  and  tumuhuary  street  assemblages  followed  in  quick  succession* 

In  April,  1855,  a  city  meeting  was  held  in  relation  to  these  gas  diffi- 
culties, which,  after  some  discussion,  passed  a  vote  to  adjourn  without 
action,  170  to  131.  This  was  regarded  as  a  test  vote  in  favor  of  the 
Joint  Stock  Company,  which  thereupon  went  to  work  with  vigor,  and  on 
the  10th  of  ^lay,  two  conspicuous  buildings,  the  Wauregan  Hotel  and  the 
Chelsea  Taper  l^Iill,  at  Greene ville,  were  lighted  from  the  Joint  Stock 
reservoir.  This  company  gi*adunlly  obtained  the  patronage  of  the  city. 
The  juiblic  excitement  subsided.    An  arrangement  satisfactory  to  both 
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parties  was  made,  the  old  gas-works  were  purchased  by  the  Citjr  Gaa 
party,  and  the  two  companies  consolidated  in  November,  1858. 


TowtCb  Poor. 

For  several  generations  after  the  settlement  of  New  England,  society 
in  point  of  wealth  was  without  extremes.  There  were  no  overgrown  for- 
tunes, neither  was  there  any  positive  beggary.  A  transient  vagalx)nd  and 
a  foreign  pauper  made  their  appearance  here  and  there,  but  poverty  was 
not  a  grievance  of  the  country,  calling  for  a  mendicant  system. 

If  any  of  the  town's  people  through  age  or  misfortune  became  destitute, 
the  selectmen  provided  for  them.  For  a  century  after  the  settlement  of 
Norwich,  only  two  or  three  in  a  year  required  assistance,  and  generally  a 
few  shillings  covered  the  whole  expense. 

At  a  later  period,  the  poor  were  provided  for  by  contract ;  that  is,  placed 
under  the  care  of  those  who  would  keep  them  the  cheapest.  This  prac- 
ticCf  which  is  the  same  as  putting  them  up  at  auction  and  selling  them  to 
the  lowest  bidder,  is  too  revolting  to  be  long  endured  by  a  benevolent  and 
prosperous  community. 

In  1767,  a  vote  was  passed  to  hire  a  convenient  house  for  the  poor,  and 
to  place  them  in  it  immediately.  How  soon  this  was  accomplished  is 
uncertain.  It  is  not  until  aAer  1790  that  we  find  the  Town  Alms-house 
situated  upon  Long  or  Ox  Hill,  and  occupying  a  portion  of  the  Ilazen 
farm.  This  location  was  both  inconvenient  and  expensive,  niul  was  ulti- 
mately exchiingcd  for  a  lot  at  Clicben,  adjoining  Ihc  site  of  tin;  Ki)isco))ul 
Cliurch,  where  a  building  was  erected  to  whieli  tlic  town's  poor  were 
removed  in  the  autumn  of  1800. 

In  1795,  tlie  Legislature  empowered  the  town  to  establish  a  work-house 
for  idle  persons  and  vagrants,  to  be  used  as  a  house  of  correction,  instead 
of  the  jail,  to  which  such  culprits  had  hitherto  been  consigned.  This  was 
not  done  at  that  time,  but  after  the  alms-house  at  Chelsea  was  completed, 
a  work-house  was  erected  by  the  side  of  it,  and  went  into  operation  in 
1806. 

The  first  poor-house  had  been  established  on  a  lonely  and  bleak  hill, 
and  the  second  was  even  less  eligihly  situated.  It  was  directly  upon  the 
street,  allowing  its  forlorn  residents  to  be  the  gazing-stock  of  the  public. 
After  a  few  years  a  favorable  change  was  made.  A  third  alms  house  was 
erected,  in  a  retired  yet  (easily  accossihle  position,  upon  the  west  side  of 
the  cove,  and  furnished  with  all  the  acces.sones  of  comfort  and  conv<'n- 
ience  that  considerate  henevolence  could  wi^h.  This  was  opened  for  the 
reception  of  the  poor  in  1819.  The  salary  of  the  keeper  was  $150,  and 
the  physician's  fees  were  not  to  exceed  that  amount.  l''or  a  series  of 
years,  even  till  the  flood  of  emigration  and  the  war  of  the  rebellion  altered 
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the  circumstances  of  Uie  countiy,  the  number  of  inmates  seldom  exceeded 
thirty, 

A  new  building  of  brick,  the  fourth  regular  alms-house  of  the  towni 
with  larger  and  better  accommodations,  was  erected  in  1859,  on  the  same 
lot  as  the  preceding.  Tlie  number  of  inmates  in  1863  was  56, — ^two  of 
tliem  over  90  years  of  age. 

According  to  the  census  of  1860,  the  mimbei^of  persons,  not  in  the 
alms-house,  assisted  bj  the  town  for  the  year  ending  June  1,  1860,  was 
53  native-born  Americans ;  210  of  foreign  birth.  Since  that  period  the 
number  is  more  than  trebled. 

For  the  year  ending  Sept.  I,  1865 :  expenses  of  the  alms-house,  $6,- 
217.74 ;  of  the  poor  out  of  the  alms-house,  $15,044. 


Laurel  HilL 

Going  back  to  the  year  1712,  when  the  spot  now  covered  by  Norwich 
city  was  a  wild,  ungraded  sheep-walk,  we  find  the  east  side  of  the  river 
bordered  by  high,  precipitous  banks,  overshadowed  with  straggling  trees, 
and  dense  with  shrubs  and  vines,  described  in  deeds  as  ''the  rockie  land 
on  ye  east  side  of  ye  great  river  at  the  mouth  of  Showtucket" 

Along  the  river,  running  down  toward  Brewster's  Neck,  were  two  farms; 
the  upper  belonging  to  John  Downs,  and  the  lower  to  Joseph  Elderkin. 
These  farms,  after  several  times  changing  owners,  were  purchased  at  dif- 
ferent periods,  the  upper  by  Jabez  Perkins,  and  the  lower  by  Nathaniel 
Backus.  Cnpt  Perkins  bought  also  the  Fitch  farm  and  other  lands  in  the 
neigliborhood.  Ilis  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Backus,  and  on  Uie 
decease  of  the  latter  in  1787,  the  Elderkin  farm  fell  to  her  by  inheritance, 
which  brought  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river  for  a  considerable  distance 
into  the  ownership  of  Capt.  Perkins  and  his  wife.  The  only  child  of  this 
couple  tliat  lived  to  maturity  was  ^lary,  the  wife  of  Capt  £dward  Whit- 
ing, and  the  two  children  of  this  daughter  dying  without  issue,  the  estate, 
agreeably  to  the  will  of  Capt.  Perkins,  reverted  in  fee  simple  to  their 
father,  Capt,  Whiting. 

The  Indian  name  of  this  tract  was  Shipscattuck.  In  18^0  the  road  to 
Poquctnnnock  was  called  the  Shipscattuck  path.  The  original  grantees  in 
this  quarter  were  Robert  lloath,  Owen  Williams,  Josiah  Rockwell,  Ben- 
jamin Fitch,  John  Elderkin :  thci^e  were  Shipscattuck  proprietors.  At  a 
later  period  the  dwellings  of  Thomas  Danforth  and  Michael  Pepper  were 
said  to  be  at  Shipscattuck. 

These  grants  were  all  in  East  or  Long  Society,  which  in  1786  was  dis- 
severed from  Norwich  by  legislative  authority  and  annexed  to  Preston. 

Perkins  and  Whiting  were  the  proprietors  on  this  bank  of  the  river  for 
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nun  thta  dxtf  yttn.  A  lugs  proportion  of  the  land  vas  rugged  and 
ODprodiietiTei  U  mm  Atnbn  bnt  partiully  cleared  and  cullivalcd.  A(tet 
ttitimg  into  Um  pOMwriOB  of  CapL  Whiting,  Uie  only  dwelling  was  a 
mdl  fivn-booN  [dMMntlj  lUiUlcd  ou  the  riv<:r,  l>ut  willi  no  ruud  kail- 
fag  to  it  txeept  •  pant'in^  lluotifh  (he  woodii.  The  farm-hotiiie  has  since 
•zpaodel  hilo  ths  tatOf  ud  eeocniric  villa  of  Suunyside. 

In  18i5,  the  Horwick  ud  Worcesler  Railroud  Companj  laiil  tlieir  iron 
tndc  along  the  bordar  of  the  rirt-r,  purchasing  ihe  privilege  Tor  a  VC17 


'With  ihflM  ttseeptiam  thii  highland  district  lay  almost  in  its  natural 
■late  nidll  1S50.  Bat  taite  and  enterprise  were  now  ready  to  take  pw 
aeMlon  of  the  failL  The  northern  portion  of  the  tract,  lying  nearest  the 
titj,  which  eouiated  dilefly  of  mck-hound  heights  and  Innglcd  ihiL-kels, 
mti  parchased,  Oct  8, 18S0,  bj  ihitu  partners,  Jolin  A.  ltotl«wc!l,  TI103. 
Bobinioo,  and  Henrj  BiU,  with  the  express  purjiose  of  bringing  it  inlo 
DOllee  aa  an  eligible  poaitioa  tar  a  Buhurtmn  village.  Under  liteir  direc- 
tion the  land  wai  iniTeTad,  •  ati-ect  opened,  and  house-lots  laid  out,  and 
tho  whole  thrown  open  to  pnrdiasei-s.  The  name  of  Laiirel  Ililt  was 
bettawed  upoa  it  on  aoeoant  of  tlic  prcpondei-uncc  of  (hut  beuuliful  ever- 
gieen  in  Ha  woods  and  on  ita  sunny  slopus.  Olhcr  wild  llowere  were  u\io 
•bundanL  The  trailing  arbntns,  tlie  scarlet  columbine,  the  wild  pink,  and 
Iba  pnrple  gentian,  wete  aiaong  iu  noted  llural  truusiirus. 

In  1858,  two  of  the  partners  in  Iha  Lnui-cl  Hill  purchase  resigned  (tiuir 
hlerest  to  llie  third,  and  llnoe  Uiat  period  Mr.  Hill  lias  been  HUcn^Mlnlly 
engaged  in  its  iinprovcincM,  IIi:  eniilriliuiuil  Imgily  lu  ihe  mii»lrucliuri 
of  the  free  bridge  over  the  Shelucket,  unliiblished  his  own  residenev  ii|Hm 
the  hill,  and  has  tlie  saliafaclioii  of  seeing  oltiur  pleaiatnt  huniua  and  gar- 
dens gradually  extending  along  tlie  river-side,  and  changing  the  ancient 
"  Roclcie  H  ill  at  the  mouth  of  Showlucket"  inlo  an  elegant  rund  village. 
Laurel  Hill  now  contains  over  thirty  dwelling-houses  1  has  forty  voters, 
and  ecventy-six  pupils  in  the  schools, — all  llie  growth  of  ten  or  twelve 
years. 

In  1857,  upon  the  petition  of  John  W.  Stedman,  S.  T.  Holbrtmk,  and 
others  of  the  inhabitants  of  Liuirel  Hill,  this  district  was  annexed  by  a 
State  Act  lotlio  city  of  Norwich.  This  was  only  a  return  to  its  anciuot 
allegiance,  of  a  part  of  Long  Society.  The  dividing  line  with  Prealon 
passes  over  the  highest  westerly  summit  of  Tory  Hill,  in  the  range  oT 
8  Chair. 
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Otis  Lihrary^  inearporaUd  in  1851. 

This  institution  was  founded  by  Joseph  Otis,  a  retired  merchant,  who 
expended  for  the  site,  the  erection  of  the  building,  its  furniture,  and  the 
first  purchase  of  books,  about  $10,500,  and  in  his  will  left  $6,500  to  be 
funded  for  the  future  use  of  the  library. 

The  building  was  completed  in  1850.  The  lower  storj  contains  the 
library,  and  the  upper  is  appropriated  to  a  pastor's  study,  toward  the  fdr- 
nishing  of  which  Mr.  Otis  gave  $1,000.  The  library  opened  with  250 
volumes  and  over  1,000  subscribers. 

Hamlin  li.  Buckingham  has  been  the  librarian  from  the  commencement 
to  the  present  time.  The  most  important  new  works  are  purchased,  and 
the  best  periodicals  taken  and  preserved.  In  February,  1865,  the  num* 
ber  of  l)ooks  reported  was  6,666.  Tickets  for  the  year  are  one  dollar 
each. 

The  original  board  of  trustees,  nominated  by  the  founder,  were : 

George  Perkins,  William  A.  Buckingham, 

Rev.  Alvan  Bond,  D.  D.,  Robert  Johnson, 

Wortliington  Hooker,  M.  D.,  Charles  Johnson. 
J.  G.  W.  Trumbull, 

The  spare  walls  of  the  library  are  covered  with  about  thirty  portrut« 
of  citizens  who  were  contemporary  with  Mr.  Otis.  These  were  painted 
by  Alexander  H.  Emmons  for  Charles  Johnson,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Norwich  Bank,  who,  in  ordering  the  work,  had  two  motives  in  view,  one 
to  preserve  the  likeness  of  men  honored  and  respected  in  the  community, 
and  the  other  to  furnish  subjects  for  an  artist  whom  ho  wished  to  encour- 
age. Mr.  Emmons  is  a  seir*taught  portrait^painter,  who  has  exercised  his 
profession  for  more  than  forty  years  in  Norwich,  and  has  found  constant 
employment 

Joseph  Otis  was  a  native  of  Norwich,  born  in  July,  1768,  at  Yantici 
near  what  was  then  the  Backus  iron-works,  now  the  site  of  Uie  Williams 
woolen-mill.  His  parents  were  from  Montville :  the  name  of  his  mother, 
Lucy  Haiighton.  He  had  the  common  advantages  of  school  education, 
but  at  a  very  early  age  went  into  mercantile  service  at  the  Landing,  and 
as  soon  as  he  reached  maturity,  entered  into  trade  on  his  own  account. 
He  was  successively  in  business  at  Charleston,  New  York,  Norwich, 
Richmond,  and  again  at  New  York,  where  by  far  the  greater  part  of  his 
mercantile  career  was  spent  in  the  commission  business.  His  religions  con- 
nection was  with  the  Dtmnc  St.  Presbyterian  Church,  where  he  officiated 
for  nearly  twenty  years  as  an  elder.  To  all  works  of  charity  and  Chris- 
tian  benevolence  he  was  a  generous  contributor, — the  constant  flow  of  his 
free-will  offerings  showing  the  largeness  of  his  heart. 
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!■  ISSfl^Ui  htttllh  being  inRrm,  he  willidrew  from  bastncss  nod  T«- 
wanA  lo  Konrld^  whidi  was  llienccrDrnard  lib  Lome.  Ilia  wire,  wIm 
r  rf  l*vi  Ilunlinglon,  diwl  in  1811,  agcJ  72  yeiiw,  Tbo/ 
I  47  ycara.  Mr.  Otia  <licJ  iu  April,  1864,  in  ibe  HCtb 
■jIBir  «f  Ui  aga.    He  Lad  no  cUilUren. 

Bir  Ui  wBI  ha  Icfl  about  130,000,  vrbicL  was  a  Urge  proportion  of  bia 
•Mtta^  to  twdrv  AfTurent  religious  and  educational  infti  tut  ions,  in  sunu 
W7fa«  ftaa  91,000  to  $7,000. 

-B«r.T.H.SUancr  of  New  York,  in  a  IcUur  written  nflcr  iLe  dcatb  oT 
Hr.Otia,Mrasf  bim: 

"It  WM  alwq*  Mftnliing  lo  look  on  the  face  of  Mr.  Olii.    It  hod  a  benign,  friendly, 
'rtMoOBH  l^M^  n*n  "hen  hu  hoail  via  HirTOiKruI  and  when  his  kutow  expre««d 
~  ~.ii  nitlural  ami  gndoa)  mmlaliilit;  nu  dol  u  Hrukniai,  nor  wm 
Ue  wai  ■  tnui  of  sharp  diKriminalioa  betweea  Irus  aad  f^ao, 
IT  Id  tiling*  or  puraani." 

n  waaAatMterietiu  of  Mr.  Otis  to  support  witb  regulorit;  and  con- 
atan^  araty  anterprisu  to  which  be  bad  conlributcd,  if  it  conlinucil  to  be 
worlhj  of  pattooage.  No  Lcllcr  illudlrntion  of  this  trait  can  be  given 
liiaB  tha  fket  thai  he  was  one  of  the  original  aub^icribers  to  the  New  York 
OooUMTcU  Adrartiser,  and  continued  to  take  it  till  Lis  deatli,  a  period  of 


In  Dwiglit'a  Travels  an  inslaneo  of  longevily  ia  rccorduil,  of  wliicli  wo 
Bnd  no  otlior  account : 

"Aan  H«iAr,  %  widow  at  Norwich,  Coan.,  died  March  99d,  ITSB,  in  ber  lOSth 

Abigail,  the  second  wife  of  Samuel  Latbrop,  is  an  instance  better  known. 
On  the  completion  of  ber  centurj,  Jan.  23,  1732,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Lord 
preached  a  aermon  in  ber  room  at  the  house  of  her  son.  Her  death  ia  thua 
noticed  in  the  Weekly  Journal,  printed  at  Boston  :* 

"Ur*.  Ablgul  Lolhrap  died  at  Norwich  Jan.  S3, 173S,  in  ber  IMtb  tmt.  H«r 
hlhcr  John  Done  and  hli  wire  came  lo  l^ljmDoth  in  I63D,  and  there  ibe  wu  bom  tha 
next  *aiT.  She  tired  ilngle  till  GO  yean  old  aad  then  married  Mr.  John  Lothrop 
[mifUka  for  Samnel  Loihrop]  of  Norwich,  who  lired  ten  jeara  and  then  died.  Hr. 
Lothrop'e  deicendanU  at  her  decease  were  365," 

An  example  of  longevity  that  demands  a  more  ezlcndcd  notice  in  ibat 
of  CapL  Erostiis  Perkins.     IIo  was  a  descendant  of  Jubcs  I'erkiiia,  one 

*  See  rcprcaentatioD  of  har  grave.ilana  U  p.  3tB. 
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of  (he  brothers  that  settled  early  at  NewenL  His  father,  the  third  Jabes 
hi  succession,  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Ebeneser  Lathrop,  and  settled 
in  the  town-plot,  occupying  a  house  in  the  street  that  runs  along  tlie  side 
of  Sentry  Hill.  About  the  year  1754,  Mr.  Perkins  brought  home  one 
day  from  the  woods  two  young  elms,  of  a  size  that  he  could  conveniently 
bear  upon  his  shoulder,  and  set  them  out  in  such  positions  that  when 
grown  they  would  throw  their  shade  over  a  shop  in  which  he  worked. 
These  are  now  the  Coit  elniSf  those  broad-winged,  stately  twins  that  so 
majestically  overshadow  the  residence  of  Daniel  W.  Coit,  Ej»q. 

Erastus  Verkini^,  the  oldest  son  of  Jabez  and  Anne,  was  bom  Feb.  17, 
17r>2.  He  is  the  only  person  we  can  name  with  certainty,  that  was  bom 
and  passed  his  life  in  Norwich,  who  has  attained  to  the  age  of  a  century. 
Doubtless  other  instances  have  occurred,  but  the  names,  dates  and  proofii 
have  not  been  (horouglily  tested  and  recorded,  as  in  the  case  of  Captain 
Perkins. 

He  died  Oct.  18,  1853,  aged  101  years  and  10  montlis.  He  had  been 
three  times  married,  and  by  his  first  wife  (Anne  Glover)  had  ten  children, 
only  two  of  whom  survived  him.  In  his  will  he  leaves  a  legacy  to  Eras- 
tus Perkins  Pooler,  "the  great-grandson  of  my  son  Jabez,  deceased." 

CnpL  I*erkins  had  led  a  fnigal,  industrious  life ;  active,  but  not  eager 
and  bustling.  He  w!is  a  man  of  great  equanimity  of  temper,  seldom  in 
tlic  whole  course  of  his  life  ruflled  to  anger.  Each  of  his  three  wivea 
had  been  heard  to  say  that  she  never  saw  her  husband  out  of  temper. 
He  was  all  his  life  accustomed  to  regular  hours ;  retiring  to  rest  at  the 
sound  of  the  nine  o'clock  curfew  bell,  and  rising  soon  after  daylight. 

All  his  schooling  was  obtained  at  the  Brick  School-house  on  the  Town 
Green,  where  he  began  with  his  spelling-book  at  five  years  of  age.  From 
the  days  of  childhood  to  those  of  maturity '  he  was  in  the  family  of  Gen. 
Jabez  Huntington,  and  was  employed  variously  in  domestic  and  mercan- 
tile concerns.  Here  the  customary  breakfast  consisted  of  bean-porridge, 
hasty-pudding,  johnny-cake,  brown  bread  and  milk,  baked  apples  and 
milk,  and  similar  dishes ;  the  dinner  was  of  meat  and  vegetables  cooked 
in  the  simplest  manner,  but  bountiful  in  supply.  Tlie  Sunday  dinner  was 
an  enormous  Indian  pudding  dressed  with  molasses.  The  Saturday  night 
supper  was  the  custoniai*y  baked  pork  and  beans,  and  Uie  brown  loaf  of 
the  tnic  mahogjiny  color. 

His  reminiscences  reached  back  to  the  days  of  stamp-act  excitement, 
from  thence  meandering  down  through  tlie  Revolution  and  the  war  of 
1812.  After  the  lie  volution  he  was  for  many  years  a  packet -master,  run- 
ning a  sloop  with  freight  and  passengers  between  Norwich  and  New  York; 
and  hence  cjime  his  title  of  captain.  For  twenty-three  years  he  was 
Inspector  of  Customs,  acting  under  tlie  Collector  of  the  New  London 
district 
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On  Ihe  dny  ihat  lie  rounded  his  century,  he  received  1G5  visitor^  o 
Teraed  willi  tbem  all  In  a  quiet  and  affable  manner;  recollected  pcrjon^w 
(aces,  events,  very  readily ;  relaitd  nnecdolcs,  wlicn  any  tiling  euggcslej"! 
them  ;  tuid  liad  llie  A]>|>ciirai)ce  in  roind  nnd  body  of  a  man  of  80  or 

la  Ilia  history  oud  customary  liubits  Ibcru  were  nu  marked  pecult.-ii 
He  vros  neither  al}3lcmioua  nor  luxurious  in  diet.  IIu  never  drank  leK'l 
nor  coffee  till  he  nas  about  18  yeura  of  age,  but  aRcr  that  period  babilii'l 
ally  made  use  of  both  in  moderate  (juantities.  lib  excrn^e  was  just  whatJ 
his  buaincsa  and  domestic  afluirs  made  necessary,  expending  no  surfiliu 
in  gymnastic  feala  or  liilarious  sports,  though  in  his  younger  days  joining^fl 
heartily  in  Ihe  social  enjoyments  and  merry-makings  of  his  friends  and  I 
neigbbors.  An  equable  temper  and  regular  bobiis  aeem  to  liave  been  ths  I 
tracks  over  which  the  wheels  of  his  life  glided  smoothly  into  longevity. 

Thus  much  it  seemed  desirable  to  stale  respecting  that  truly  historical'  I 
character,  liie  prominent  centenarian  of  the  town. 

A  sister  of  Mr,  Perkins,  Lydio,  wile  of  Shubael  Hreed,  died  in  April,  , 
1661,  in  the  d4th  year  of  her  age. 

"  SopL  33,  ISOO.    Died  at  Iha  Poor  IIoum,  Jick,  ons  or  GihI'i  itnngci  In  obuny,  at 
tbe  odruiccd  >ge  of  104  jcan."    Norwich  Canrisr. 

Simon  T.  ItuJd  b  prolmbly  the  oldest  person  now  living  in  Norwidk-I 
He  was  horn  at  Windham^  Sept.  1,  I7G8.  Ilia  moilicr  was  Mary  Tmoj",  J 
daughter  of  Dca.  Simon  Tracy  nf  Norwich,  vrliosu  name  liu  hears. 


Jftw^apen. 
I.  "Tlie  Norwich  Packet,"  the  first  newspaper  of  the  town,  luu  already 
been  largely  noticed  in  this  work.  It  was  commenced  in  October,  177S, 
by  Robertsons  A>  Trumbull.  The  Bobertaona  withdrew  in  1776,  leaving 
the  paper  in  the  hands  of  the  junior  editor  and  printer,  John  Trumbull,  in 
whose  sole  management  it  continued  for  twenly-eis  years.  In  Febmaty, 
1602,  the  tjtie  was  eliangcd,  and  No.  HS5  came  out  as  Tht  Oontuctieut 
Ctntintl, — "a  name,"  saJd  the  editor,  "more  appropriate  to  the  times ;  the 
Cenlinel  being  designed  to  do  the  duty  of  a  good  soldier,  in  giving  notice 
of  approaching  dangers."  Tlie  motto  indicated  the  political  party  to 
which  it  gave  support: 

"  Patnnu  and  fiieodi ;  ya  mwi  of  iterling  worth, 
"Til  jon  who  call  oar  gmtefol  feetinga  fortb : 
Krml;  in  Fodonl  pslhi  we  still  will  tread, 
Nor  lieed  the  woapa  that  buu  around  our  liead." 

Mr.  Trumbull  died  Aug.  14,  1602.     The  paper  was  llien  issued  Tor  a 
year  in  the  name  of  his  widow,  Mrs.  Lucy  Trumbull,  and  sub!«qacntlj 
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bj  his  sons,  Charles  E.  and  Heniy  Trumbull.    Afler  a  few  jears  it  was 
discontinued. 


II.  "The  Weekly  Register"  was  first  issued  Nov.  29,  1790,  bj  Eben- 
ezer  Bushnell.  Thomas  Hubbard,  the  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Bushnell, 
appeared  as  joint  publisher,  June  7,  1791.  In  October,  1793,  Bushnell 
retired  from  the  paper,  which  was  thenceforth  conducted  by  Hubbard 
alone.  The  printing-office  was  ^  24  rods  west  of  the  meeting-house,"  and 
nearly  opiiositc  tlic  press  of  Trumbull. 

Mr.  Bushnell  was  a  man  of  quick  wit  and  varied  information;  fluent 
with  his  pen,  and  ready  even  at  poetical  composition.*  He  was  a  native 
of  Windham,  graduated  at  Yale  in  1777,  and  settled  at  Norwich  as  an 
attorney.  After  leaving  the  Register,  he  entered  into  the  paper-making 
business  in  connection  with  Andrew  Huntington,  but  a  few  years  later 
enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  and  was  made  purser  of  the  ship  Warren. 
He  died  while  serving  in  that  capacity,  at  Havana,  in  July  or  August, 
1800,  aged  43. 

**Tlie  Weekly  Register"  was  continued  for  seven  years.  At  the  close 
of  the  year  1797,  Mr.  Hubbard  removed  to  the  Landing,  closing  up  the 
Register,  .and  proposing  to  issue  a  paper  more  particularly  devoted  to  the 
commercial  part  of  the  town. 

III.  This  new  weekly,  "The  Chelsea  Courier,"  was  first  issued  in 
February,  1798,  and  with  slight  variations  in  the  title  has  been  continued 
to  the  present  time — a  period  of  sixty-six  years.  Thomas  Hubbard  relin- 
quished the  concern  to  his  son,  Russell  Hubbard,  Nov.  13,  1805;  the 
transfer  being  accompanied  with  a  change  of  heading  to  Norwich  Courier^ 
its  present  title. 

In  February,  1817,  Theophilus  R.  Marvin  became  a  partner  in  the 
concern,  and  for  a  couple  of  years  the  paper  was  issued  by  Hubbard  & 
Marvin,  but  it  then  reverted  to  Mr.  Hubbard,  whose  last  number  bears 
the  date  of  April  3,  1822.     [Vol.  26,  No.  22.] 

The  Courier  then  passed  into  the  hands  of  Robinson  &  Dunham, 
(Thomas  Robinson  and  John  Dunham,)  who  commenced  a  new  series, 
April  10,  1822.  Robinson  retired  from  the  firm  in  March,  1825,  but  the 
paper  was  continued  by  Mr.  Dunham  to  September,  1842, — more  than 
twenty  years. 


*  ScTcrnl  of  Mr.  Buslmcirs  poetical  oflfusions  wore  circulated  in  MS.  afler  his  de- 
cease. One  of  them,  written  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  was  an  apology  for  not  joining  his 
hrotlicr  onicci-s,  dnriiig  their  ramlilcs  on  the  shore,  in  earring  the  names  of  dear  ones 
at  home  on  tlio  rinds  of  trees.  The  sentiment  was  tender  and  refined,  showing  how 
his  sensitive  nature  shrunk  from  the  bare  possibility  that  strangers  with  ooano  feelUigt 
might  u  ;cr  tlieir  rude  jests  over  "  mg  mutk  loved  Sumrn'M  name** 
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Tho  next  editor  of  the  Courier  was  Kev.  Dorson  K.  Ry kcs,  who,  in 
March,  1843,  added  a  tri-weekly  to  tlie  issue,  and  continued  to  occupy  the 
position  of  editor  and  proprietor  for  sixteen  years  and  a  hidt*.  lie  pub- 
lished his  valedictory  March  2,  1859. 

George  B.  Smith,  a  young  printer  from  Springfield,  having  purchased 
the  establishment,  enlarged  the  weekly  paper  to  a  folio  of  eight  pages,  and 
instead  of  a  tri-weekly,  bsued  a  handsome  Daily  Courier,  No.  1,  Dec  1, 
1858.  Both  papers  were  well  printed,  and  highly  creditable  to  the  taste 
and  enterprise  of  the  editor.  But  he  was  met,  almost  at  the  outset,  by 
financial  embarrassments,  and  at  the  end  of  five  months  the  Courier  again 
reverted  to  Mr.  Sykes,  under  whose  supervision  and  control  it  continued 
till  1861,  when  the  Daily  Courier  was  dropped,  and  the  Weekly  Courier 
phblished  in  connection  with  the  Morning  Bulletin.* 

The  Chelsea  Courier  being  in  point  of  fact  a  continuation  of  the  Weekly 
Bister, — with  the  same  press,  proprietor,  and  general  character, — with 
nothing  to  mark  the  difference  except  change  of  name  and  locality,  might 
be  regarded  without  great  impropriety  as  one  individuality,  having  for  its 
birthday  Nov.  29,  1790.  In  this  list,  however,  we  have  arranged  them  as 
distinct  publications. 

IV.  "The  True  Republican  "  was  the  fourth  newspaper  issued  in  Nor- 
wich. Consider  Sterry,  John  Sterry  and  Kpnphnis  Porter  were  the  print- 
ers, editors  and  proprietors.  It  was  devoted  to  the  tleHbrsonian  HyKt«;ni  of 
[H^licy,  and  wad  continued  about  three  yo:u*8,  beginning  in  Junr,  IHOl. 

V.  "  The  Native  American  "  made  its  first  appcarunce  in  February, 
1812.  It  was  published  at  Norwich  Town  by  Samuel  Webb,  wlio  had 
served  an  apprenticeship  with  the  Trumbulls,  and  in  1811  set  up  a  book- 
store and  printing-press  on  Norwich  Green.  The  press  was  afterwards 
removed  to  Windham,  Mr.  Webb's  native  place,  and  the  paper  issued 
from  thence. 

VI.  "The  Norwich  Republican"  was  commenced  in  September,  1828, 
by  Boardman  &  Faulkner.  The  same  year,  a  paper  called  the  "Stoning- 
ton  Telegraph"  was  issued  at  Stonington,  John  T.  Adams  editor.f     In 


♦  Mr.  Sykes,  who  edited  the  Courier  for  so  long  a  period,  removed  to  Cuiifornia, 
where  ho  Ktill  resides. 

t  Though  entering  upon  public  life  ns  an  Editor,  nud  now  ft  St:ito  Senulor,  Mr. 
Adams  has  devoted  himself  more  assiduously  to  litcrutui-o  than  to  political  utiuini.  Ho 
w  the  author  of  several  tales  of  American  life,  published  anonymously.  One  of  these. 
The  Lost  Hunter,  is  a  story  of  the  last  century,  tho  scene  of  which  is  placed  in  Norwich 
and  its  neighborhood.  It  embodies  some  of  the  rich  old  legends  of  tho  place,  aud  U 
interspersed  witii  vivid  descri^^tions  of  its  varied  scenery. 
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1829  these  two  publications  were  united,  and  under  the  double  title  pub- 
lished at  Norwich  by  Adams  &  Faulkner.  The  double  title  was  soon 
relinquished,  and  the  paper  continued  under  its  original  name. 

In  September,  1834,  it  went  into  the  hands  of  Malasar  Gardner,  by 
whom  it  was  published  for  eighteen  montlis.  A  new  series  began  April 
15,  1835,  under  Whig  management;  Marcus  B.  Young  publislier,  and  La 
Fajette  S.  Foster  editor.     It  was  discontinued  in  1838. 

VII.  "Tlic  Canal  of  Intelligence,*'  begun  in  Maj,  1826,  by  Levi 
Huntington  Young,  was  continued  about  tliree  years. 

VIII.  "The  Norwicli  Spectator,**  first  issued  in  November,  1829,— 
Parle  Benjamin  editor,  and  Marcus  B.  Young  publisher.  This  was  of 
short  continuance.  It  was  revived  in  1842  by  John  G.  Cooley,  but  soon 
ceased. 

IX.  The  "Norwich  Free  Press,"  commenced  in  February,  1830,  by 
Marcus  B.  Young,  but  soon  discontinued. 

X.  "The  Aurora"  was  first  issued  May  20,  1835,  by  J.  Holbrook, 
who  had  previously  published  a  paper  at  Bixx>klyn,  (Windham  county.) 
In  July,  1838,  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Gad  8.  Gilbert,  by  whom  it  was 
published  under  the  title  of  the  "  Norwich  Aurora,*'  which  it  still  retains. 
Gilbei*t*s  connection  with  it  terminated  in  May,  1842,  and  it  was  afler- 
wards  successively  conducted  by  William  Trench  and  Trench  &  Conklin. 
Since  Aug.  8,  1844,  it  has  been  issued  by  John  W.  Stedman,  as  editor, 
proprietor,  and  printer. 

A  Daily  Aurora  was  connected  with  it  for  one  year,  viz.,  1860. 

XI.  "  The  Norwich  News,"  published  by  William  Faulkner  from  1843 
to  1848,  inclusive. 

XII.  "The  Norwicli  Gleaner,**  commenced  Jan.  1, 1845, by  BenjamiD 
F.  Taylor. 

XIII.  "  The  American  Patriot,"  1848 ;  a  temporary  enterprise,  advo- 
cating the  claims  of  Gen.  Taylor  to  the  presidency. 

XIV.  "The  Norwich  Tribune,"  a  large,  well-printed  weekly,  which 
began  in  January,  1852,  E.  S.  Wells  editor  and  proprietor,  soon  succeeded 
by  Charles  B.  Piatt  and  Edmund  C.  Stedman.*  It  was  discontinued  in 
June,  1853. 


*  Mr.  Stedman  was  at  this  timo  about  twenty  years  of  ago.    He  hos  since  been  con- 
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XV.  *^The  Examiner,'*  published  bj  Andrew  Stark  ^  first  nnmber 
iasaed  Jaly  16,  1853.  This  pa|>er  was  devoted  especially  to  the  advo- 
cacy of  the  Maine  Law,  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Common  Schools,  and  these  subjects  were  under  the  edatorial 
supervision  of  Revs.  H.  P.  Arms,  J.  P.  Gulliver,  and  J.  A.  Goodhue. 
An  agricultural  department  was  attended  to  by  Rev.  Willixun  ClilL  It 
was  continued  over  two  years ;  its  valedictory  was  dated  Nov.  1 G,  1855. 
The  agricultural  department  was  tnmsferrcd  to  "Tlie  Homestead,"  a 
journal  established  by  Mr.  Stark  at  Ilartford,  when  the  Examiner  was 
discontinued. 

XVI.  ^  The  State  Guard,"  Andrew  Stark  publbher,  began  in  January, 
1855,  and  ceased  in  May,  185G.  It  was  an  organ  of  the  party  called  the 
Native  American,  or  familiarly  the  Know-Nothing  party :  advocating  a 
revision  of  the  naturalization  laws,  and  opposing  papal  and  other  foreign 
influence.  Its  motto  was  ^Liberty,  Country,  Home."  I.  H.  Bromlej 
was  one  of  its  editors. 

XYII.  *'  The  Weekly  Reveille,"  issued  by  Walter  S.  Robinson ;  onlj 
ten  or  twelve  numbers  printed.     No.  1,  Oct  8,  1858. 

XVIIL  ^  The  Morning  Bulletin,"  issued  by  an  association  formed  for 
the  special  purpose  of  furnishing  the  city  with  a  daily  pai>cr  that  should 
be  enterprising  in  the  collection  of  load  details,  and  give  the  latest  tele- 
grnpliic  inlelligencc.  Tlic  first  number  aj)pcarc(l  Dec.  15,1858;  pub- 
lished by  M;uniing,  Perry  &  Co. — Iho  Co.  being  uiulerslooJ  to  consist  of 
Homer  Bliss  and  the  principal  editor,  I.  II.  Bromley. 

The  Daily  Courier  and  the  Morning  Bulletin  were  cotemporancous, — 
making  two  Republican  daily  papers  in  the  city.  In  January,  18G1,  the 
Weekly  Courier  and  the  Morning  Bulletin  were  united,  and  the  Daily 
Courier  was  discontinued. 

In  18G2,  Mr.  Bromley,  the  editor,  enlisted  in  the  array,  and  went  into 
the  field  as  captain  in  the  18th  regiment.  lie  was  af\erwards  detailed  to 
act  as  provost-marshal,  and  held  this  office  to  the  close  of  the  war,  but 
through  the  whole  continued  in  connection  with  the  Bulletin,  thougli  not 
giving  it  his  personal  ovei*sight.  In  1865,  he  resumed  his  place  as  chief 
editor. 


ncctcd  with  the  New  York  Tribune  anil  other  city  papera.  He  is  the  author  of  "Alico 
of  Monmouth/'  a  fine  lyric  poem,  or  "  Idyl  of  the  Great  War,"  and  various  other 
poems :  one  of  which,  a  satirical  effusion,  thrown  like  a  lance  at  a  passing  event,  and 
called  **  The  Diamond  Wedding,"  obtained  a  wide  temporary  circulation. 
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Uncas  and  the  Indian  Graves, 

The  ancient  Indian  Cemetery,  heavily  shadowed  with  a  native  growth 
of  trees,  is  now  little  more  than  an  inclosure  for  the  Uncas  Monument 

During  the  summer  of  1833,  General  Jackson,  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  part  of  his  Cabinet,  made  a  tour  through  a  portion  of  the 
Eastern  States.  The  citizens  of  Norwich  liad  long  been  desirous  of  erect- 
ing some  memorial  of  respect  for  their  "OW  Friend^**  the  Mohegan  Sa- 
chem, and  they  suddenly  decided  to  celebrate  the  visit  of  the  President 
by  connccthig  it  with  the  interesting  ceremony  of  laying  the  corner-stone 
of  an  Uncas  monument. 

The  Presidential  party  came  from  Hartford  by  land,  arriving  by  the 
Essex  ttinipike  in  open  coaches,  with  a  brilliant  escort  of  cavalry  that  had 
gone  forth  to  meet  them.  Vice-President  Van  Buren,  Gov.  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Major  Donelson,  and  Messrs.  Cass,  Woodbury  and  Poinsett, 
Secretaries  of  War,  Navy  and  State,  formed  the  party.  They  arrived  at 
3  o'clock  P.  M.,  paused  a  few  moments  at  the  Falls,  and  then  advanced 
to  the  Cemetery,  where  a  great  assemblage  of  the  inhabitants,  military 
conipaiii(!s,  Ltands  of  children  with  banners  and  mottoes,  and  a  few  scat- 
tered Indians  from  Mohegan,  received  the  visitors  with  martial  salutes 
and  joyful  acclamations. 

At  the  cemetery,  where  all  stood  with  uncovered  heads,  N.  L.  Shipmaoy 
Esq.,  in  behalf  of  the  Association,  gave  a  brief  sketch  of  the  family  of 
Uncas  and  the  existing  condition  of  the  tribe.  The  President  then  moved 
the  foundation-stone  to  its  place.  It  was  an  interesting,  suggestive  cere- 
mony :  a  token  of  respect  from  the  modern  warrior  to  the  ancient, — from 
the  emigrant  race  to  the  aborigines.  General  Cass,  in  a  short  but  elo- 
quent address  to  the  multitude,  observed  that  the  earth  afforded  but  few 
more  striking  spectacles  tlian  that  of  one  hero  doing  homage  at  the  tomb 
of  another. 

Tiie  ceremony  being  concluded,  the  children  sang  a  hymn,  and  the 
Presidential  party  passed  away,  pausing  again  at  the  Landing  for  refresh- 
ments, and  embarking  from  thence  in  a  steamer  for  New  London. 

Though  the  comer-stone  was  thus  auspiciously  prepared,  no  funds  had 
been  obtained  or  plans  matured  for  the  erection  of  the  monument  The 
ladies  at  length  took  hold  of  the  work,  and  brought  it  to  a  successful  issue* 
Embracing  the  opportunity  of  a  political  mass-meeting,  which  assembled 
at  Norwich,  Oct.  15, 1840,  in  honor  of  Harrison  and  Tyler,  they  prepared 
a  refreshment  fair, — with  generous  enthusiasm  arranged  and  filled  their 
tables, — took  their  station  as  saleswomen,  and  with  the  profits  paid  for  the 
monument. 
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It  consists  of  a  simple  granite  obelisk,  with  no  inscription  but  the 
name, — 

UNCAS.* 

The  raising  of  the  shaft,  and  fixing  it  upon  the  foandationHstonc*  was 
the  occasion  of  another  festival  This  was  on  the  4th  of  July,  1842,  at 
which  time  William  L.  Stone  of  New  York  delivered  an  Historical  Dis- 
course on  the  Life  and  Times  of  the  Sachem.f 

Among  the  pei*8ons  present  in  the  tent  where  the  address  was  delivered, 
were  ten  citizens  of  the  place  over  75  years  of  age : 

Erastof  Pcrkini,  89.  Idiobod  Ward,  80. 

Samuel  Avery,  88.  Newcomb  Kinney,  80. 

Seabury  Brewster,  86.  Benjamin  Snow,  77. 

Christopher  Vail,  82.  Nathaniel  Shipman,  76. 

Bela  Peck,  82.  Zachariah  Huntington,  75. 

The  whole  space  inclosed  as  the  Uncas  Cemetery,  and  probably  the 
ground  for  some  distance  upon  its  border,  is  thickly  seeded  with  Indian 
graves,  thouch  but  very  few  inscribed  stones  or  even  hillocks  remain. 
The  only  inscription  of  any  particular  interest  is  on  the  grave-stone  of 
Samuel  Uncas,  one  of  the  latest  of  the  Uncas  family  that  bore  even  the 
nominal  title  of  Sachem,  and  who  died  not  long  before  the  Revolutionary 
war.  An  exact  representation  of  the  stone  in  its  present  ruinous  state  is 
given  on  tlic  opposite  page.  It  bcura  no  date.  The  epitaph,  writlcii  by 
Dr.  Elisha  Tracy,  reads  tlius : 

SAMUEL  UNCAS. 

For  Beauty,  wit,  for  Sterling  sense, 

For  temper  mild,  for  Kliquence, 

For  Courage  Bold,  for  things  wauregan, 

He  was  the  Glory  of  Mohcagon. 

Whoso  death  has  Caused  great  lamentation. 

Both  in  yo  English  and  ye  Indian  Nation. 

*  The  Ilev.  Mr.  Fitch,  in  1675,  wrote  this  name  Unkus.  Before  the  monument  was 
completed,  G.  L.  Perkins,  Esq,,  who  had  charge  of  the  undertaking,  wrote  Icttcni  to 
Noah  Webster,  the  philologist,  Thomas  Day,  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
and  Col.  Wm.  L.  Stone,  a  diligent  investigator  of  Indian  history,  to  inquire  what  they 
would  consider  the  most  eligible  mode  of  spelling  the  name  to  bo  inscribed  on  tho  obo- 
lisk.     They  all  concurred  in  recommending  the  motlern  ortliography, — Oncas. 

t  Published  afterwards  in  a  small  duodecimo  volume,  entitled  "Uncas  and  Mianto- 
nomoh." 
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7%«  St-CenUnnial  Olebraiion. 

The  two  liunilredtli  anniversary  of  (he  town  was  celebrated  by  a  mag- 
nificent  fcslival  of  two  days  nontinuance, — oecupying  Wednesday  and 
'Hiumliiy,  7lli  and  8lli  of  September,  1850. 

The  arrangcmenls  for  this  great  jubilee  had  been  planned  with  a  wim 
fnrccnst.  A  rommiltvo  of  preparation  had  been  for  a  year  in  office; 
invilntiotis  had  been  cxtensivr'ly  circulated,  and  a  general  enthusiasm  pre- 
vailed amimg  (he  sons  and  dnuglitcrs  of  Morwich  and  their  descendants, 
far  and  iicnr,  to  honor  this  interesting  birthday.  It  was  aptly  termed  the 
great  Golden  Wedding  of  the  town,  kept  in  remembrance  of  the  hallowed 
union  of  the  Puritan  emigrant  and  bis  wilderaesa  bride,  two  hundred 
years  before. 

"  Ilrrfl  nliert!  ihe  tangled  [hiek«t  gnw, 

WhcTV  wolf  and  |uinther  puted. 
An  icvm  fn>m  an  Engliifa  oak 

In  Iho  nido  loil  nai  cut." 

A  vast  frnlcrnily,  genial  Intercourse,  cordial  fellowship,  and  lavish  cz- 
cliangca  of  thought  nnd  liict,  were  confidently  expected,  and  eeldom  are 
joyful  nnticipntions  and  enlarged  plans  bo  fully  rcaUzcd. 
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The  weather  seemed  adapted  to  the  occasion.  Tlie  season  in  all  lia 
bearings  harmonized  witli  the  festal  robes  and  out-door  cncumpnienU  with 
which  the  inhabitants  prepared  their  dear  old  homestead  for  the  reception 
of  its  guests.  A  general  glow  of  happiness  pervaded  every  countenance. 
The  absentees,  the  wanderers,  the  distant  relatives,  friends  and  neighbors 
assembled.  It  was  a  mighty  gathering,  but  yet  fiir  more  orderly  and 
quiet  than  a  customary  militia  muster,  or  political  convention.  It  was  on 
ovation,  hilarious  and  triumphant,  but  not  tumultuous.  The  devotional 
element  was  not  perhaps  sufficiently  prevalent  to  chime  with  the  princi- 
ples of  ^'two  hundred  years  ago," — but  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  no 
bacchanal  accompaniment,  no  rude  disturbance  to  break  the  swell  of  a 
note  of  music  or  the  sound  of  a  speaker's  voice,  and  it  was  said  not  a  sol- 
itary case  of  inebriety  was  observed  during  the  whole  festival. 

The  most  conspicuous  features  of  the  celebration  were  these  : 

The  decoration  of  the  streets  and  buildings,  and  the  erection  of  a  wide- 
winged  tent  upon  the  Parade. 

A  grand  procession,  military  and  civic,  half  a  mile  in  extent,  that  made 
the  tour  of  the  town,  with  banners,  bands  of  music,  and  exhibitions  of 
trades  and  prefessions,  many  of  them  in  active  operation. 

Two  historical  discourses  of  lasting  value  and  interest. 

Two  descriptive  addresses  of  an  oratorical  character, — impressive  and 
eloquent  in  a  high  degree. 

A  dinner,  with  nuracraus  toasts  and  specclics. 

A  closing  ball  at  the  great  tent  on  the  town  park  or  parade. 

The  various  exercises  were  interspersed  aiul  enlivened  with  originul 
poetry  and  good  singing.  A  descriptive  poem  by  Anson  0.  Chester  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  was  one  of  the  expected  entertainments  of  the  festival, 
but  owing  to  the  severe  illness  of  the  poet  it  was  not  delivered. 

It  was  estimated  that  at  this  celebration  1500  flags  were  spread  upon 
the  wind, — not  only  those  of  our  own  country,  but  the  motley  emblems  of 
all  nations.  Several  magnificent  arches  were  erected  at  prominent  points. 
A  very  tasteful  arch  in  Franklin  street  represented  two  clasped  hands, — 
1659  and  1859,  with  the  motto,  "A  Hearty  Greeting." 

General  David  Young  was  the  chief  marshal  of  the  ceremonies.  Gov- 
ernor Buckingham  presided  in  the  assemblies.  Kx-rresident  Fillmore 
was  the  most  distinguished  guest.  The  Bi-Centennial  Discourse  was  by 
Daniel  C.  Gilman  ;  the  Discourse  on  the  Life  and  Times  of  John  Mason, 
by  Hon.  John  A.  llockwcll.  The  other  addresses,  or  more  properly  ora- 
tions, were  by  Rt.  Rev.  Alfred  Lee,  Bishop  of  Delaware,  and  Donald  G. 
Mitchell. 

The  speakers  were  all  natives  of  the  town,  and  had  the  same  object  in 
view,  gratefully  to  commemorate  the  scenes  and  influences  by  which  they 
had  been  nurtured.     It  was  beautiful  to  sec  with  what  variety  of  touch 


BISTORT    OF    NORWICH.  589 

they  struck  the.  key-note,  producing  with  great  diversity  of  tone,  entire 
harmony.  The  faithful  historic  record,  the  biography  of  the  founder,  the 
chastened  retrospect,  and  the  graceful  survey  of  the  two  centuries  of  the 
town's  life,  presented  by  the  orators,  each  in  his  own  characteristic  style, 
converged  upon  the  same  theme — Norwich,  our  Home. 

Many  interesting  incidents  were  connected  with  this  great  festivity. 
The  comer-stone  of  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Mason,  the  Conqueror 
of  the  Pcquots,  was  laid  in  Yantic  Cemetery.  A  dinner  was  given  by 
General  Williams  to  the  Mohcgans,  of  which  more  than  sixty  of  the 
remains  of  that  tribe  partook.  Mrs.  Wm.  P.  Greene,  as  a  memorial  of 
the  celebration,  presented  a  house  and  grounds  to  the  Free  Academy  for 
the  residence  of  the  principal,  valued  at  $7,000.  Mr.  Giles  L'Homme- 
dien,  the  oldest  na(ive-l)om  American  in  the  town,  was  then  in  his  last 
ilhiess,  and  the  procession  passed  the  house  where  he  lay,  in  reverential 
silence.  lie  died  six  days  after  the  celebration,  in  the  ninety -fourth  year 
of  his  age. 

A  history  of  the  celebration,  including  the  preliminary  measures  and  a 
registry'  of  the  various  committees,  with  the  addresses,  poems,  hymns, 
speeches,  and  particulars  of  interest  connected  with  the  great  festival,  was 
pnbh'shed  by  John  AV.  Stedman  of  Norwich,  in  a  well-executed,  lattractive 
volume,  entitled  The  Norwich  Jubilee.  The  work  was  compiled,  printed 
and  published  by  Mr.  Stedman ;  the  paper  was  manufactured  at  the  Chel- 
sea Mill,  and  the  whole  book  in  its  print,  binding  and  illustrations  is  a 
Norwich  production.  As  a  memorial  volume  it  is  of  enduring  interest. 
Its  contents  are  so  cx)niprehensive  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  to  give  in 
this  history  any  thing  more  than  the  foregoing  brief  outline  of  the  two 
grand  Red  Letter  Days  of  the  bi-ccntennial  commemoration. 

Tlie  year  1859  was  the  bi-centennial  anniversary  of  the  signing  of  the 
purchase  deed,  and  of  the  preliminary  steps  taken  by  the  proprietors  in 
laying  out  the  town,  but  the  anniversary  of  the  actual  settlement,  when 
woman  arrived  upon  the  ground  and  homes  were  constituted,  was  more 
definitely  the  year  1860. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  prominent  measure,  often  referred  to  by  the 
speakers,  and  discussed  in  the  committees, — supposed  indeed  to  be  deci- 
sively settled  and  pledged, — has  since  the  two  days  of  rejoicing  been 
entirely  overlooked.  This  is  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the  memory 
of  Major  .John  Mason,  which  as  yet  has  gone  no  further  than  the  planting 
of  the  corner-stone. 

The  Yantic  Cemetery,  where  the  corner-stone  is  laid,  does  not,  however, 
seem  to  be  the  most  appropriate  place  for  the  proposed  monument.  The 
beautiful  elrvation  in  the  western  part  of  the  town,  where  his  remains  lie 
unhonored,  unmistakably  and  imperatively  claims  the  memorial. 
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Miniam  and  Hiiiianaries. 

Norwich  is  justlj  entitled  to  the  credit  of  having  manifested  a  more 
than  ordinary  devotion  to  the  cause  of  missions.    This  interest  commenoed 
with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitch,  and  the  exertions  made  by  him  to  teach  and 
Christianize  the  Mohegans.    It  was  coeval  with  the  settlement,  and  seems 
never  to  have  died  out  of  the  place. 

AfVer  Mr.  Fitch,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Kirkhind  is  douhtless  the  brightest 
exponent  of  this  missionary  spirit  the  town  has  produced.  The  welfare, 
temporal  and  spiritual,  of  the  poor  untutored  tribes  of  the  wildemess, 
appears  to  have  been  the  inspiring  object  and  main  pursuit  of  Mr.  Kirk- 
land's  whole  life.  Having  been  well  prepared  for  his  work  by  an  educaUon 
at  the  Indian  School  of  Dr.  Wheelock  in  Lebanon,  and  the  College  of  New 
Jersey,  where  he  graduated  in  17G5,  he  cost  in  his  lot  among  the  Oneida 
Indians,  and  for  a  period  of  forty-four  years  acted  as  their  pastor,  teacher, 
friend,  and  guardian, — ^living  a  part  of  the  time  among  them,  and  always 
spending  a  large  portion  of  each  year  with  them,  or  in  their  immediate 
neighborhood.  He  was  bom  in  Newent  Society,  then  a  part  of  Norwich 
Dec.  1,  1741,  and  died  on  a  farm  given  him  by  the  Oneida  tribe,  near 
Clinton,^.  Y.,  Feb.  28,  1808.* 

Rev.  John  Ellis,  of  West  Farms,  if  a  correct  judgment  can  be  formed 
from  the  scanty  memorials  iefl  of  him,  was  a  man  of  energetic  action, 
glowing  with  Christian  enterprise,  lie  took  a  lively  interest  in  those  pio- 
neer missions  to  the  West  that  preceded  the  formation  of  the  Connecticut 
Missionary  Society,  and  was  agent  and  treasurer  of  the  General  Associa- 
tion in  New  London  county,  lu  the  following  notice  teslides: 

Whereas  the  Gencml  Associution  at  their  session  in  Sc2)tembcr,  1744,  appointed  me 
to  receive  the  Monies  tliat  might  be  collected  in  the  several  Churches  in  New  London 
County  for  executing  a  plan  proposed  of  sending  Missionaries  to  the  infant  setiloinenu 
north  and  northwestward  :  These  therefore  are  to  desire  said  Monies  may  be  sent  in  it 
being  necessary  to  transmit  the  same  shortly  to  the  Committee  intrusted  with  tho  over- 
sight and  prosecution  of  that  truly  Christian  undertaking. 

John  Ellis. 
Norwich,  Feb.  2,  1775. 

The  Connecticut  IMissionary  Society  was  formed  by  the  General  Asso- 
ciation in  May,  17i)8.  Joshua  Lathrop  of  Norwich,  and  Jedidiah  Hunt- 
ington of  New  London,  were  among  the  original  trustees,  and  each 
retained  this  connection  during  the  remainder  of  liis  life.  Societies  in 
aid  of  this  institution  were  formed  by  ladies  botli  in  the  Town  l*Jot  and 
Chelsea  in  1701).t 


•  Ilcv,  John  Thornton  Kirklan«l,  I).  \).,  LL.  1).,  President  of  Harvard  College  from 
1800  to  1828,  was  his  son. 

t  "At  the  collection  for  the  support  of  missionaries,  mude  in  Chelsea,  last  Sunduj, 
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Tlie  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  was 
organized  in  September,  1810.  In  the  spring  of  1812,  auxiliaries  to  this 
Institution  were  formed  in  New  London  and  in  Norwich.  The  first  pres- 
ident of  the  Norwich  Society  was  Rev.  Joseph  Strong,  D.  D.,  and  of  the 
New  London  Society,  Gen.  Jedidiah  Huntington,  one  of  tlie  corporate 
members  of  the  Board.  These  two  auxiliaries  kept  on  their  way  with 
commendable  constancy,  with  no  failures  or  gaps  in  their  annual  contribu- 
tions and  reports,  to  the  year  1850,  when  they  were  united  into  one  body 
under  the  title  of  the  Norwich  and  New  London  Foreign  Missionaiy 
Society.  This  association  includes  all  the  towns  in  New  London  county, 
except  Lyme.  A  semi-centennial  anniversary,  to  commemorate  the  organ- 
ization of  the  two  original  branches,  was  held  by  the  United  Society  at 
Norwich  Town  in  October,  1862. 

The  23d  anniversary  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  was  held  at  Norwich  in 
September,  1842. 

At  this  meeting,  355  corporate  and  honorary  members  were  present, 
with  eight  returned  missionaries,  and  Mar  Yohannan,  the  Nestorian 
Bishop,  who  was  then  on  a  visit  to  this  country.  The  committee  of 
arrangements  consisted  of  Uev.  Alvan  Bond,  D.  D.,  Uev.  II.  P.  Arms, 
Clmrle.4  W.  Rockwell,  William  C.  Gilman,  and  F.  A.  Perkins.  It  was 
estimated  that  GOO  persons  from  abroad  attended  the  meeting,  a  large  pro- 
)>ortion  of  them  clergymen. 

The  number  of  persons,  natives  or  established  residents  of  the  old  town 
of  Norwich,  who  have  enlisted,  first  and  last,  as  missionaries  of  tlie  cross, 
either  to  the  Indians  of  our  own  country,  or  to  the  heathen  of  foreign 
lands,  is  comparatively  large. 

The  family  of  Charles  Lathrop,  Esq*,  is  honorably  distinguished  in  this 
line.*  Four  of  his  daughters  were  united  to  missionaries  of  the  Ameri- 
can Board,  and  three  of  them  died  in  the  East  Indies.  The  eldest,  Mrs. 
Miron  Winslow,  (Harriet  W.  Lathrop,)  left  this  country  June  8,  1819, 
and  lived  to  accomplish  thirteen  years  of  useful  and  interesting  service  in 
Ceylon.  Mrs.  Henry  Cherry,  (Charlotte  H.  Lathrop,)  of  the  Madura 
mission,  died  in  less  than  a  year  after  her  arrival  in  Ilindostan.  Rev. 
John  M.  S.  Perry  and  his  amiable  partner,  (Harriet  J.  Lathrop,)  in  less 


Mnjor  Joseph  Williams  libcmlljr  contributed  the  sum  of  ten  doUan."  Norwich  Con- 
rior,  Mnj  7, 1798.  The  specinl  notice  tnken  of  this  doniition  shows  that  giving  for  the 
support  of  missions  was  but  just  bcgtnninp^  to  be  considered  a  duty.  The  contribution 
of  the  Lndics'  Socictjr  of  tlie  Town-plot  in  Majr,  1801,  was  937.37  ;  of  that  of  Chel* 
son,  $22.5G. 

*  Mr.  Lntlirop  died  Jan.  17,  18.11,  ngc^l  G1.    lie  had  been  Clerk  of  the  Conrts  in 
Now  London  County  twcntj-one  yoar.^,  and  was  a  highly  esteemed  church  officer. 
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'    Oaa  two  jMn  iftar  (her  nBi^wd  the  field  of  iheir  labor  Ii 
Mcrifleo  to  dw  dtdeift  withm  tlirec  ila/s  of  cadi  otlicr. 
Oitchinp  and  wife,  (ElUobeth  C  Lnllaop,)  after  k-n  yt^ni-s  of  misatiinur/ 
kborinCo^loOiiranMdbrthedaclinmglikMillliurMr.  Ilutdiiti^  lu  seek 
a eidder  olinuta)  retonied  to  this  country  in  1844. 

Ber.  SuDoel  Nott  wd  hk  wife,  (Uoxann  Peck,)  nativea  of  Franklin, 
irere  maniben  of  the  ^ooeer  bend  of  mis^ionarica  Kut  by  il>e  American 
Botrd  10  IndU  in  181S.  Ifoeting  with  insuperable  obsladca  (o  ibe  sul- 
ean  of  th^  niuioa,  aiUng  from  tlie  opposition  ma<le  lo  it  by  the  BrillsU 
QortRimaat^  both  dn^  end  expediency  reijuired  tlicm  lo  reliiKiuIsli  tlio 
woric^  ud  they  ratnnied  in  1815. 

Ber.  Jamee  T.  D!<Miaon  nelgnej  tlie  mini^Lry  of  the  Second  Coiigra- 
gttiooal  Chnrah  fi>r  the  purpOM<^  ilevoling  liimself  to  misstonnry  gui-viee. 
He  niled  fiir  India,  Aug.  20,  ISSfi,  and  wiu  stationed  at  Singapore,  but 
tlMt  iiUMi(»  bdng  nlinqaiahed  b;  the  American  Board,  lie  relumed  to 
tidl  ooontrj  afier  «n  ibeence  of  three  or  four  yeitra. 

ICn.  Eli  Smith,  (Stnh  L.  Hontinglun,)  an  interesting  daughter  of 
Norwich,  died  in  STiia,  SepL  80, 1836,  before  the  doEe  of  the  ibird  ycnr 
of  her  miMioaarj  life. 

Ber.  Williun  Altdiann,  •  jonthful  member  of  ihe  Greencville  Cou- 
fregetioml  Church,  WU  ordained  bb  a  missionary,  Jan.  4, 185J,  and  sniletl 
tiie  next  year  for  China.  Ho  entered  wiib  bright  promise  ujwn  bis  work 
1b  that  vast  realm  of  hettheniim,  but  died  suddenly  at  Sljiuigliiii,  Auguat 
16, 1899,  aged  88. 

Rev.  Krasius  Wcntworlh,  D.  D.,  another  messenger  of  tlie  Good 
Tidinga  lo  the  Cbincse,  in  a  native  of  Norwiuh,  where  the  firet  eigbtueit 
years  of  his  life  were  spent.  lie  left  the  Proressorsbip  of  Nutunti  Sci- 
ence in  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Fenn.,  and  went  out  in  1854,  in  con- 
nection with  the  mission  of  the  Melliodist  Episeopol  Society.  His  station 
was  at  I'oo-cliow,  a  city  of  half  a  milliun  inbabiloiits,  capital  of  Iho  Fokieit 
province.  His  wife,  wlio  was  a  grand-daughter  of  Cliurles  Miner,  (orig- 
inally of  Norwich,  but  late  of  Wilkesbarre,)  died  soon  after  Lis  arrival  in 
China.     He  returned  lo  tins  country  in  18Q2. 

Rev.  Wm.  F.  Arms,  son  of  Rev.  Dr.  Arms  of  the  First  Church,  went 
out  on  a  mission  to  the  Armenians  of  Asiatic  Turkey,  but  returned  after 
a  short  period,  the  mission  having  been  relinquished  by  Ihe  Board. 

Mrs.  Surah  J.  llaskdl,  wife  of  Dr.  Henri  B.  Haskell,  a  missionnry 
physician  connected  with  the  mission  to  the  Turkish  dominions,  ia  a 
daughter  of  Patrick  Brewster  of  Norwich  Town.  The  failing  health  of 
Dr.  Haskell  obliged  them  to  leave  the  mission  and  relum  home.  He  died 
at  Norwich,  Feb.  27,  18G4,  aged  33. 

But  the  veteran  of  the  Norwich  missionary  band  is  Rev.  Willuh 
TitACT,  who  embarked  for  tlie  Madura  mbsion  Nov.  28,  1836,  and  is  still 
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a  laborer  in  that  wide  and  ragged  field,  rooting  out  Hindoo  tareSi  and 
sowing  the  good  seed  of  the  Better  Land.  Mr.  Tracy  was  bom  at  Nor- 
wich, June  2,  1807. 

The  General  Association  of  Congregational  Ministers  of  Connecticut 
celt'bnitcd  its  150th  anniversarj  at  Norwich,  in  June,  1859.  The  meet* 
ings  were  held  in  the  Second  Church,  Chelsea.  The  historical  anniver- 
sary sermon  was  by  Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  D.  D.  It  comprised  a  history 
of  Congr(>gationn1ism  in  Connecticut,  from  the  settlement  of  the  State  to 
the  present  time.* 


Post  Office. 

Then*  \vm  no  |>ost*oflire  in  Norwich  before  the  Ilevohition.  The  New 
Ijondon  office  was  I  he  philion  for  letter-delivery  for  all  the  eastern  border 
of  ('onncrficut,  to  AVoo<lMock  and  Ponifrct  north,  and  from  Guilford  to 
Westerly  inchisivo,  on  the  Sound.  Papers  and  bundles  were  usually  dis- 
tributed from  house  to  house  by  post-riders,  but  letters  requiring  payment 
of  postnge  often  Iny  long  before  being  claimed.f 

The  Norwich  post-ofTice  under  the  Federal  Government  was  established 
in  1782.  Dudley  Woo<lbridge  was  the  postmaster  for  the  first  eight  ycarsy 
and  the  (»ince  was  "next  door  to  the  meeting-house."  After  him  camo 
William  and  Ciuistopher  Leflingwell,  who  kept  the  office  at  Leflingweirs 
corner.  The  mails  were  at  this  time  twice  a  week  by  three  stage-routes : 
Ilarlfortl  by  way  of  Windliam,  New  Haven  by  way  of  New  London,  and 
Bo-Ion  by  way  of  Providence. 

Thi'.  ancient  nitcs  of  postage  appear  arbitrary  and  oppressive,  when 
eontinsted  with  the  cheap  postage  of  the  present  day.  Letters  advertised 
as  l}i:i;r  in  the  post  office,  about  the  year  1800,  having  the  mail-chargo 
np[>ended,8how  that  letters  from  various  paiis  of  the  United  States  paid  at 
tliat  time  acronling  to  distance,  and  tliat  a  single  letter  was  often  charged 
forty  or  fifty  cents. 

(Janhier  Carpenter,  appointed  postmaster  in  January,  1799,  held  the 
oITice  fifteen  year?.     Tic  died  in  1818,  aged  66. 

John  Hyde  Furreeded,  and  wa^  in  oflTice  from  1815  to  1836,  an<l  at  a 

•  A  full  ncroniit  «if  this  nnnivcrsarj,  nnd  a  collection  of  materials  to  which  it  gavo 
rise,  liiwo  I)ccii  cinl>o(lir«l  In  a  memorial  volumo  entitled  "  Contribntions  to  the  Ecclo- 
sinsticnl  History  of  Coniioctiriit." 

t  A  list  of  letters  lyiiip  in  the  New  Ix)n(1on  ofTlcc,  March  19,  1756,  pahlishcd  in  tho 
Gazette  at  New  Haven,  comprises  88, — about  half  for  New  London,  tho  others  for 
Groton,  Stoninj^ton,  Norwich,  T/jhanon,  Windhnm,  Ashfonl,  Colchester,  East  Had- 
dam,  Hebron,  Westerly,  I/ymo,  Saybrook,  Ivillingworth,  Guilford,  Branford,  and  Long 
Island. 

88 


594  HI8T0BT    OP    HOBWICH. 

fobfleqiient  period  tliree  yean,  making  his  whole  tenn  of  serrice  iwentj- 
foar  years.* 

In  1836,  the  title  of  the  office  was  changed  to  Norwiek  Town,  and  the 
original  name  transferred  to  the  Citj  office.  Since  tliat  time  the  fiodi- 
master  has  been  oAen  changed, — Henrj  B.  Tracj,  who  hekl  the  appoint- 
ment twelve  jearsy  being  the  longest  in  office.  The  present  incumbent  b 
George  D.  Fuller. 

The  post-office  at  the  Tending  was  established  in  1803,  and  was  then 
entitled  CheUea  Landing;  this  style  was  changed  in  1827  to  Norwich 
Oity^  and  in  1836  to  Norwiek,  the  old  designation  of  the  town  post-office. 

The  first  incambents  of  this  office  were  Jacob  DeWitt  and  his  son  John. 
The  latter  was  postmaster  from  1809  to  1823.  Since  that  period  the 
changes  have  been  frequent,  tlie  office  being  one  of  those  roost  liable  to 
be  swayed  by  partizan  partiality.  William  L'llommcdieu,  first  np|)ointcd 
in  1829,  held  the  office  at  two  periods,  in  all  nearly  seventeen  years. 
Tins  is  tlie  longest  term  of  office.  H.  II.  Starkweather  is  the  present 
incambentf 


Toum  Clerh. 

1.  John  Birchard,  1661 ;  no  record  of  appointment;  in  office  eighteen 
years. 

2.  Cliristophcr  Huntington,  ap|K)inted  Dec.  30,  1678,  and  in  ollico  till 
his  death,  1601 :  thirteen  years. 

3.  liiclianl  UusIhilH,  Dec.  21,  101)1  ;  in  (»jUc(;  seven  years. 

4.  Christopher  lluiilington,  ton  of  (lie  funiier  elerk  ol'thi.s  naiiie,  1GD8; 
in  ollice  four  years. 

Richard  Bushuell,  second  appointment,  Dec.  15,  1702;  in  oflicc  twenty- 
four  years. 

5.  Isaac  Huntington,  (son  of  No.  4,)  appointed  Dec  G,  1720,  and   in 
oflice  till  his  death,  Feb.,  17G4. 

G.  lienjaniin  Huntington,  !March  5,  17GI;  in  olFice  nearly  two  3'eard. 

7.  Benjamin  llimtington,  Jr.,  (son  of  No.  5,)    Dec.  6,  17G5 ;  in  oificcj 
thirteen  yeai-s. 

8.  Sannicl  Tracy,  Dec.  21,  1778;  in  ollice  one  year. 

Benjamin  Huntington,  Jr.,  Dec.  13,  1779;  nearly  twenty-two  years,  till 
his  death,  Sept.,  1801. 


♦  Rlr.  Hyilo  was  a  son  of  Col.  Kzukiel  llyilc  of  Fmnklin.  Besides  bciii;;  postnius- 
tcr,  ho  was  Judge  of  the  County  Court  and  Court  of  Probate.  lie  is  romeuibcred  also 
as  a  school-tcaclier, — a  friend  of  tl»c  young,  and  au  enemy  to  all  o])presBion.  He  UictI 
March  16,  1848,  aged  74. 

t  For  au  official  statement  of  postal  anUin)  in  Norwich,  see  Norwich  Jubiloo,  pa(^ 
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9.  Philip  Huntington,  son  of  Benjamini  Dec  14,  1801;  twentj-one 
to  bis  death,  Feb.  4,  1825. 

10.  Benjamin  Iluntington,  son  of  Philip,  Feb.  14, 1825;  in  ollice  nearly 
four  years. 

11.  William  L'llommedieu,  Oct  6, 1828 ;  one  year. 
Benjamin  Huntington,  former  clerk,  Oct  5, 1829 ;  one  year. 

12.  Alexander  Lathrop,  Oct  4,  1830  ;  five  years. 

13.  John  H.  Grace,  Oct  3, 183G;  one  year. 

14.  Simeon  Thomas,  Oct.  2,  1837  ;  two  years. 

15.  Othnicl  Gagcr,  Oct  1,  1830,  and  still  in  office. 

City  Clerks  since  182G,  when  the  Town-plot  was  separated  from  the 
City : 

1K27.  John  A.  Ilockwoll,  four  ycjirs. 

1831.  AhixandtT  Laflirop,  wlio  died  in  July,  183G. 

1830.  G<M)!gc  Perkins,  eight  years. 

18 14.  David  Young,  seven  years. 

1851.  Levi  Hart  Goddard,  four  years. 

1855.  John  L.  Devotion. 

185C.  Charles  Bard.  ^ 

1857.  Othnicl  Gagcr. 

1801.  John  L.  Devotion. 


Ship-Building  and  Shipping  Intelligence. 

Norwich  at  a  very  early  period  was  considered  a  favorable  site  for  ship- 
building, and  many  small  vessels, — sloops,  packets,  and  boats, — were  built 
in  the  river  and  sent  abroad  for  sale,  the  banks  of  the  Thames  afibrding 
an  abundance  of  timber.  At  a  later  period  large  vessels  have  occasionally 
been  constructed  in  the  river. 

The  Tnixton  was  liiunched  from  Willett's  shii)-yard,  June  0,  1799. 
This  was  built  on  private  account,  pierced  for  eighteen  guns,  and  designed 
both  for  war  and  merchandise.  She  cleared  from  New  London,  August 
20,  and  proceeded  to  New  York,  where  she  took  in  a  cargo  for  Spain. 

The  brig  Suwarrow  was  built  by  Willett  the  same  year. 

The  Trumbull  was  a  war-vessel  constructed  by  Willett  for  the  Ameri- 
(!an  Government,  which  was  then  anticipating  a  conflict  with  France,  and 
desirous  of  rai:^ing  a  navy  in  the  shortest  time  possible.  Joseph  Howland 
was  the  ngcnt.  The  keel  was  laid  in  September,  and  the  work  plied  in 
8uch  haste  that  labor  was  not  suspended  during  the  Sabbath,  and  scarcely 
through  the  dead  hours  of  the  night 

Willett,  in  the  year  1777,  liad  constructed  the  continental  ship  Trum- 


696  HI8T0BT    OP    NORWICH. 

bull,  and  now  another  Trumbull  was  to  be  honored  with  a  namesake,  and 
the  launch,  which  took  place  Nov.  28th,  was  graced  with  the  Govcmor^s 
presence.  The  figure-head  displayed  his  image,  with  his  left  loot  on  a 
cannon,  the  American  flag  furled  by  his  side,  and  a  drawn  sword  in  his 
right  hand.  She  grounded  in  going  down  the  river,  half  a  Ica^e  below 
the  town,  and  it  was  two  days  before  she  again  floated. 

The  Trumbull  was  armed  and  equipped  at  New  London.  She  carried 
eighteen  guns,  and  sailed  on  her  first  cruise  March  7,  1800,  under  Capt. 
David  Jcwctt  of  Montville.* 

The  Oliver  Ellsworth,  a  merchant-ship  of  nearly  400  tons  burden,  con- 
structed by  Willett,  was  owned  principally  in  New  London,  and  was  sent 
the  next  spring  to  St  Petersburg,  Joseph  Skinner  master,  returning  from 
tlience  in  October,  1801,  with  a  cargo  of  hemp,  duck,  and  iron. 

The  brig  Resolution,  325  tons,  built  for  Daniel  Dunliaro,  was  launchc<l 
Dec  20,  1 800. 

The  Patty,  another  large  merchant-vessel,  built  for  Ilezckiah  Kelley, 
was  launched  the  same  year,  and  sent  on  her  first  voyage  to  Ireland.  She 
was  so  good  a  sailer  that  the  distance  from  Newry  to  Liverpool,  1 30  miles, 
was  made  in  ten  hours. 

The  brig  Neptune  was  built  by  Willett  in  1801;  tlie  keel  laid  in  April, 
and  the  vessel  launched  the  8(h  of  October. 

The  brig  Ceres  was  built  in  180-1,  for  Hoswell  Roatli,  and  named  ai\cr 
the  ship  Ceres,  taken  by  the  French  in  1796. 

In  1805,  Willett  and  Gavitt  each  launched  a  vessel  of  300  tons,  and 
Story  oiu!  of  liglitcr  bunion. 

July,  1H0(),  "Dropped  ilown  to  New  London  the  new  ship  Slahroeek, 
Cooley,  for  Biu-badoes." 

Tlie  year  1810  was  remarkable  for  activity  in  the  Norwich  ship-yanls. 

July  1).  A  hrif^  of  250  tons,  called  the  Dart,  and  owned  by  Allgu^lus 
Perkins,  James  Gordon,  and  others,  was  launehed  from  the  lower  ^hij>- 
yard  of  Thomas  (Javitt. 

Sept.  1.  A  vessel  launched,  of  200  tons,  huilt  by  Septimus  Clark  for 
J.  and  Felix  A.  Huntington. 

Sept.  11.     A  ship  of  400  tons  launched  hy  Luther  Edgcrlon. 

In  October,  a  vessel  of  tJoO  tons,  sent  from  the  ways  of  Thos.  Cavitt. 

Of  a  (il'ih  vessel  built  this  year,  the  Norwich  Courier  of  Nov.  25  give.-^ 
the  following  notice : 

"Launched  hy  pcrnussion  on  Sunday  morning  from  the  yard  of  Jcdidiali  Willett,  a 
sliip  of  400  tons,  owned  hy  Tutor  l.anman  and  others." 

This  was  at  a  time  when  the  country  was  looking  forward  apprehen- 
sively to  a  war  with   England.     The  ship  in  (pie^tion  was  probably   the 


The  Trumhull  was  sold  hy  the  (lovonuiK'nt  iu  May,  ItiOI,  for  $26,500. 
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Rapid,  which  cleared  early  in  January  for  Cayenne,  and  made  two  or 
three  voyages  before  the  declaration  of  war.  During  the  war,  the  O.  H. 
Perry,  2G7  tons,  the  Marmion,  and  other  priyateer  schooners,  were  built 
at  West  Chelsea. 

After  1820,  several  whale-ships  were  built  at  Norwich:  among  them 
were  the  Connecticut  in  1821,  and  the  Chelsea  in  1827,  ships  of  396  tons 
burden,  owned  by  T.  W.  Williams  of  New  London. 

From  1832  to  1835,  two  whale-ships  and  a  sealing-schooner  were  fitted 
out  from  Norwich.  The  ships  were  the  Boston,  291,  and  Uie  Atlas,  261 
tons.  After  one  or  two  voyages  they  were  transferred,  the  former  to  New 
London,  and  (he  latter  to  Mystic. 

In  1832,  Cupt.  Walter  Lester  made  a  voyage  to  Bremen  in  the  brig 
Ospray.  The  next  year  he  chartered  the  ship  Boston  for  the  same  port, 
and  went  himself  in  her  as  passenger,  taking  a  port  of  his  family  with 
him.  He  sailed  from  New  London  Blarch  30th.  His  return  is  thus 
noticed  in  the  marine  lists  of  the  day : 

23  Aii^.  183.1.  "Arrived  ship  Boston,  Lovi  Case,  50  days  from  Bremen,  with  iron 
to  Ija<;tcr  &,  Co.,  Norwich  :  posscn^ra,  Capt.  Walter  Lester,  lady  and  daughter ;  Mr. 
Louifl  Alnn;;KT  of  Gernmny,  and  1 12  in  the  stoenige." 

The  Boston  ascended  the  river  without  diflficulty,  and  with  the  tide  in 
her  favor,  came  with  her  lading  to  the  wharf.  It  was  the  first  instance  of 
direct  intercourae  with  Europe  after  the  war  of  1812.  No  other  mer- 
chant ship  appeared  in  tlie  port  for  the  next  twenty-six  years. 

In  June,  1859,  the  barque  Samuel  Moxley,  from  Mobile,  Capt.  Joseph 
H.  Ilohn  master,  having  discharged  a  portion  of  her  cargo  in  New  York, 
came  into  the  Thames*,  and  drawing  but  five  and  a  half  feet  of  water, 
ascended  easily  to  the  wharfage.  Capt.  Holm  was  the  son-in-law  of  Capt. 
Lester,  and  it  is  an  interesting  incident  in  this  narrative  that  he  was  in  the 
Boston  in  1833,  an  emigrant  then  just  arriving  in  this  country,  and  in  tho 
Samuel  ^luxley  in  1859,  as  its  commander  and  principal  owner. 


CHAPTER  XLVin. 
Rblioioub  Dxnomimatioms. 

BaptUU, 

The  Separatists  gathered  a  small  church  in  that  part  of  the  town  which 
was  formerly  called  Norwich  Plains,  or  familiai*ly  Leffingwell-town,  now 
the  south-eastern  part  of  Bozrah.  This  Separate  Meeting^  as  it  was  called, 
had  hut  a  brief  existence,  but  out  of  the  society  thus  collected^  a  small 
Baptist  church  was  formed,  chiefly  through  the  instrumentality  of  Shier 
Zadok  Darrow  of  Waterford.  It  was  recognized  by  the  New  London 
Baptist  Association  in  1789,  and  the  next  year  Peter  Rogers  was  ordained 
its  elder. 

This  was  the  first  Baptist  church  regularly  organized,  and  Elder  Rogers 
the  first  Baptist  minister  ordaine<l  within  the  hounds  of  the  Nine-niiles- 
squaro.  The  cider  had  been  a  revolutionary  soldier,  and  was  a  man  of 
marked  cluiractcr;  witliout  culture  or  rcliiicmenl,  but  ovorllowing  with 
religious  zeal. 

This  little  society  held  top;etlier  about  twelve  years  under  the  ministra- 
tions of  Elder  Rogers  and  his  successor  Samuel  West.  After  this  period, 
having  no  stated  ministry,  it  languished  and  then  expired.  Its  house  of 
worship,  of  which  only  the  outside  had  been  finished,  was  left  without 
pews  or  i)ulpit  for  nearly  forty  yeai*s. 

In  August,  1831,  the  present  Baptist  church  of  l^ozrah  was  organized 
at  this  center,  and  the  old  meeting-house  retrieved  from  its  ghost-like 
ruin. 

The  distinction  of  being  the  first  regular  Baptists  within  the  present 
limits  of  Norwich,  is  awarded  to  Ephraim  Story  and  Elijah  Ilcrrick  of 
West  Chelsea.  They  had  been  members  of  neighboring  churches  of 
Separatists,  and  soon  after  1790  began  to  hold  night  meetings*  at  their 
own  houses  for  mutual  edification.  Whenever  they  were  visited  by  the 
neighboring  Baptist  elders,  and  the  congregation  was  too  large  for  a  pri- 
vate room,  they  assembled  in  the  scliool-house,  or,  if  the  Aveathcr   was 

*  The  torni  night  meetings  was  at  first  used  by  way  of  rcproacli,  as  mcctiagt  after 
sundown  in  tbo  ovoning  wcro  at  tliat  time  unusual  in  tlio  regular  religious  societies. 
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safficiently  mild,  in  a  grove  upon  the  hill-side,  or  in  a  neighboring  rope- 
walk.*  At  first  they  were  recognized  as  a  branch  of  the  church  at  Kings- 
ton, B.  I.,  but  were  organized  a*»  a  church  July  12,  1800. 

The  origin  of  the  church  is  thus  related  in  a  document  emanating  from 
the  cliurch  itself  :t 

"  In  tho  year  1800  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  collect  and  nnito,  from  a  broken  and  scat- 
tered condition,  a  few  brethren  and  sisters,  to  the  numlxsr  of  abont  20,  who  were  con- 
stituted into  a  church  in  fellowship  with  tho  Groton  Union  Conference.  On  the  25th 
Dec.  fidlowing,  our  l)clovcd  Ehler  was  ordained  and  took  tlio  pastoral  charge  of  the 
Churrli." 

This  beloved  Elder  was  John  Sterry,  who  had  been  for  some  time  pre- 
vious an  acceptable  leader  in  their  meetings.  Chnstopher  Falmer  of 
ISrontville  had  also  labored  among  them,  and  assisted  in  their  organiza- 
tion. 

The  ordination  services  were  performed  in  the  Congregational  church. 
Elder  Silas  Burrows  of  Groton  preached  the  sermon.  Dewey  Bromley 
was  at  the  same  time  ordained  as  first  deacon  of  the  church. 

The  frame  of  a  house  of  worship  was  raised  by  the  society  in  1801, 
and  tho  bin'lding  so  far  completed  that  services  were  held  in  it  before  the 
rn<1  (»f  the  year,  but  it  remained  long  in  an  iinnnished  state. 

This  church  gjvtiiered  in  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  west  side  :— 
Bromley,  Gavilt,  Ilcnnck,  Willctt, — these  are  names  identified  with  West 
Chelsea  and  with  the  Baptist  church. 

In  1811,  Eleazar  Hatch  lefl  a  bequest  in  his  will  of  three  or  four  thou- 
sand dollars,  the  interest  of  which  was  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the 
Baptist  ministry  in  West  Chelsea. 

Elder  Sterry  died  Nov.  5,  1823,  in  the  23d  year  of  his  ministry,  and 
57(h  of  his  age.  He  was  a  native  of  Preston,  but  had  resided  from  his 
youth  in  the  First  Society  in  Norwich,  wherc  he  served  his  apprentice- 
ship as  a  printer  and  book-binder,  and  subsecpiently  set  up  the  business 
for  liiinself.  In  partnership  with  his  brother,  Consider  Sterry,  he  pub- 
lished the  newspaper  called  The  True  Republican.  He  was  also  engaged 
with  Epaphras  Porter  in  the  manufacture  of  marble-paper ;  a  work  which 
he  undertook  and  successfully  prosecuted  from  resources  out  of  his  own 
inventive  mind,  without  any  previous  instruction  in  the  art.  He  also  kept 
a  book -store,  and  compiled  school-books ;  |  and  being  a  fluent  and  forcible 
speaker,  large  demands  were  made  upon  liim  in  the  way  of  preaching  and 


*  Donison's  Notes  on  the  Baptists  of  Norwich. 

t  IjCttcr  to  the  New  London  Baptist  Association  in  1817,  from  "The  Baptized  Church 
in  Norwich,  under  the  Pastoral  cjire  of  John  Sterry,  Elder."    Denison's  Notes,  p.  59. 

I  "  Tho  American  Youth,  a  now  and  complete  coarse  of  Arithmetic  and  Matliemat- 
ics  :  hy  John  Sterry."  Nonvich,  1812.  Of  tliis  work  ho  was  compiler,  printer,  and 
publisher. 
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ezhortalioi).     The  mcritoriuud  scU'-dunlid  of  Lin  piialorid  scrvivu  cnit  not 
be  overruled,  na  liid  [lecuniarj'  rucoiiipunse  wits  but  n  incru  |iilliiii<.*t:. 

iS  pnslor  of  the  diurvU  wiw  Kldur  Williniii  I'liliiK-r,  wlio 
I  hibcira  April  1,  182-1,  uiiil  uunlinuud  in  eliiu'^o  aljout  ten 
,s  a  gi-nnd^on  of  Elder  CiiriiilopLui'  Pulmcr,  who  has  l>cun 
ne  of  Iho  furefulhurs  of  the 
n  outgrew  the  uiee ling- house, 
new  house  of  worship  reared  on  the  «mi 
July,  1833.  . 

AAcr  the  departure  of  Elder  Fulmer,  tlte  pnslomi  duties  were  did- 
clmrged  by  Mcasra.  Sumuel  S.  Mtdlorj,  Josiuh  ii.  Graves,  and  Ilussell 
Jennings,  in  Bucccesion,  neilliur  of  thi^in  exceeding  two  years  of  service. 
Tliese  frc<]uenL  cJumges,  and  other  uiifiivonibto  eircumstances,  operating 
against  the  prospcrily  uf  the  church,  led  the  way  to  a  new  Bapli:)t  enter- 
prise, which  issued  at  Icnglh  in  the  ealublishmmit  of  tlie  proieut  Central 
Church.  At  this  pcrioil  the  church  at  West  Cliclaea  olnio.-it  dietl  out. 
The  mecting-houso  was  closed,  and  fiuully  sold  to  cancel  a  duht  uf  S15U0 
that  had  been  incurred. 

In  ltt41,  Eider  rutiuci',  the  former  puslor,  wtu  picvniled  on  to  resiimu 
the  oHlce,  and  the  mceting-huusc,  hired  for  iho  i>ur|iosc,  wiia  ngtilri  opeiiiHl 
for  religious  services.  Ho  resigned  in  1B'15,  but  continued  to  re^sido  in 
Norwich  liU  his  dculh,  which  look  phicu  Dec  25,  IBbS. 

lildcr  Pttlmur  was  one  of  llie  eleven  ministers  who  orgiuiixed  (he  Nww 
London  Baptist  Association  in  1817  ;  hiid  served  from  year  to  yi-nr  ns  iL-< 
solo  clerk,  mid  was  tliu  last  uf  the  eleven  origiimlors  to  Iciive  the  curlli. 

Ur.  Fulraer's  successor  in  tlie  pulpit  was  Kllncr  II.  Itising.  The  ehurcli- 
members  at  this  time  were  but  few  in  number,  as  the  liromley  family  and 
others  who  had  united  with  the  new  church  did  not  rctuni.  But  in  1845 
and  '4C,  dirough  llio  influence  of  a  revival  which  commenced  with  a  pro- 
traded  meeting  conducted  by  Rev,  J,  S.  Swan,  great  accessions  were  niude 
to  the  church,  and  the  total  membership  reported  27C. 

The  church-edifice  was  at  this  time  redeemed,  and  Mr.  Rising  ordained. 
The  health  of  the  ptistor,  however,  soon  failed,  and  he  was  laid  aside 
(torn  ministerial  duty.  Since  1849,  the  ministry  has  been  Bcverul  times 
changed. 

The  Second  or  Central  Baptist  Church  was  gathered  Sept.  15, 1610, 
at  the  house  of  Avery  Bromley  in  Union  slraeL  It  consisted  of  thirty- 
seven  members,  and  wiis  recognized  by  a  council  of  the  neighl>oriiig 
churches  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month.  Nearly  sixty  memheni,  from 
the  West-side  cliui-ch,  soon  afterward  united  with  them.  For  tho  first 
fl(l«en  months  they  held  their  services  in  the  town-tiall,  but  during  that 
lime  erected  a  house  of  woi'ship  on  Union  street,  which  woa  dedicated 
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Dec  14,  1841.  At  that  time  this  edifice  was  probably  the  best  built,  the 
most  convenient  and  substantia],  of  all  the  chui'ches  in  the  citj,  the  pres- 
ent elegant  structures  of  other  denominations  being  of  more  recent  origin. 
The  cost  of  the  site  and  building  was  $11,000.  Elder  R.  H.  Neale  of 
Boston  preached  the  dedication  scnnon. 

Rev.  Miner  G.  Clarke  was  the  first  minister  of  this  church.  His 
zeal  and  energy  were  conspicuous  in  originating  the  enterprise,  in  planting 
and  sustaining  the  churcii,  and  in  raising  tiic  house  of  worship.  At  the 
close  of  1843,  a  little  more  than  three  years  from  its  organization,  the 
church  numbered  433  members.  In  the  spring  of  1845,  sixty  were  dis- 
missed to  unite  in  forming  a  cinu'ch  at  Grccneville. 

^Ir.  Clarke  resigned  liis  sili|alion  in  March,  184G,  after  a  pastorate  of 
nearly  six  years.     The  succ(\<«.sioii  of  pastors,  since,  is  jia  follows: 

Rev.  Edward  T.  Hiscox,  from  April,  1847,  to  Sci)tember,  1852. 

Rev.  Joseph  A.  Goodhue,  two  years. 

Rev.  Frederick  Denison,*  from  November,  1854,  to  April,  1859. 

Rev.  Snmucl  Graves,  the  present  pastor,  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his 
oflice  in  November,  1859. 

In  18G3,  the  church  edifice  was  enlarged,  repaired,  and  in  various  par- 
iiculai*s  reino<lelcd,  at  an  expense  of  $7000.  The  organ  of  the  church 
was  purch.'ised  in  1849,  and  cost  $800. 

The  Central  Church  commemorated  its  25tli  anniversary  Sept  24th, 
1865.  The  number  of  members  reported  was  865.  An  interesting  fact 
was  statc<l  by  the  pastor,  that  all  the  oflicers  of  the  church  during  this 
quarter  of  a  century, — its  five  pastors,  nine  deacons,  two  clerks,  two  treas- 
urers, and  ^ly^^  superintendents  of  the  Sunday  School, — were  still  living.f 

A  Baptist  church  with  100  members  was  organized  at  Greeneville  in 
1845,  and  a  house  of  worship  erected  the  next  year.  The  first  pastor, 
Rev.  D.  B.  Cheney,  was  succeeded  in  April,  1847,  by  Rev.  Lawson 
Muzzy. 

In  February,  1854,  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Niles  Whiting,  the 
church  was  consumed  by  fire.  It  was  replaced  by  an  edifice  of  brick,  at 
a  cost  of  $5000.  The  new  church  was  dedicated  Dec.  21,  1854;  sermon 
by  Rev.  J.  B.  Swan. 

^Lr.  Whiting,  the  pastor,  to  whase  perseverance  and  energy  the  success 
of  the  cnterj>rise  was  largely  indebted,  did  not  live  to  see  the  new  church 
completed,     lie  died  Oct.  13,  1854,  in  his  43d  year. 

The  membership  of  this  church  has  never  nsen  much  above  or  fallen 
far  below  its  original  number,  100. 

*  Mr.  l)ciii.><on  in  ntitlior  of  "Notes  on  tho  Baptists  of  New  London  County/'  and  of 
vnriou<t  cuiniiiiiniciUioiH  to  pcriodicnl  works  iu  the  lino  of  historical  rcscnrdi,  portica" 
larlj  in  rcgnnl  to  tlio  forinntiou  of  churches. 

t  Historical  Discourse,  by  llor.  Samuel  Graves.    Norwich,  lb65. 


A  gravestone  in  the  Chelsea  burml-grotmO  rcconb  ihc  ili.'utli  of  Capl- 
Uosea  Pierce,  who  waa  dro\vnt»l  May  i,  1781,  age*!  Gl ;  and  of  Ura. 
ThaDkful  Pierce,  liia  relict,  who  .iiod  Feb.  3, 1821,  aged  92  ;  to  wliicli  ia 


"  SKe  WM  a  molhor  In  Lifael,  wid  iho  fint  moiober  of  tlio  MctlioilUl  EpUcopal 
Churth  in  lliu  lava,  who,  lUco  LjJia,  lint  heanl  ihu  prcncluira,  unJ  tliaa  roceivoJ  tbcm 
luto  her  liouBu." 

This  lady,  while  on  a  riait  to  some  relations  in  Tolland  in  the  year 
1796,  mcl  with  the  Rev.  Jesse  hue,  a  noted  preacher  i»  ihe  Wcsleyan 
oonneclion,  ami  bccnmc  dcupl/  iiilcrcstod  in  hU  (ireuchiiii;.  Sliorlly  iillcr- 
wnrds,  on  his  v/uy  lo  Boston,  Mr.  Lue  stopped  lU  Norwich,  and  prcnclied 
the  first  Mctlimlist  sermon  at  licr  house.  The  ground  was  wcll-prcparetl, 
advocates  and  wetl-wishcra  of  the  new  doctrine  having  been  lur  several 
years  looking  forward  to  this  resulu 

Other  prciichcra  followed,  and  classes  were  soon  fonneil  both  at  Cliebca 
and  Bean  Hill.  At  the  hitter  place,  Ciipt  J:uncs  Ilyda  and  Mr.  Williiuu 
Lamb  were  the  most  noted  among  the  early  converts.  In  Chelsea  the 
society  enjoyed  for  a  while  iha  fostering  care  of  Sir.  Bealty,  a  resident  of 
the  place,  at  whose  house  lliero  wn^i  always  preaching  once  a  forlnigliL 
But  in  1604,  Mr.  Bentty,  with  several  of  his  fi'ienda  and  [heir  fniuili(i9»  1 
removing  (o  Sandusky,  the  society  ecenicd  lo  bo  Ihrealened  with  utter  ^ 
extinction, — the  only  members  of  noto  that  remained  being  two  ngml 
women,  Mrs.  Pierce  and  Airs.  Davison.  They  were  however  kept  to- 
gether, and  their  numbers  enlarged,  princi[taliy  through  the  exerlioiu  of 
a  young  man,  who  became  an  cxhorter,  class-leader,  and  finally  a  local 
preacher  in  their  connection.  This  was  Itcv.  D.  N.  Uunlluy,  who  for  fifty 
ycora  may  be  regarded  as  the  muiii  pillar  of  tho  Melliodist  Church  in 
Chelsea.  Iliii  wife,  Mi's.  TiCtitia  Itenlley,  was  also  devoted  to  the  same 
cause,  n^isisting  in  the  el  ass-meetings,  and  welcoming  tlio  messengers  to 
her  house  witli  Christian  hospitality.* 

In  1811,  a  church  was  organise*!  at  Mr.  Bcutlcy's  house,  consisting  of 
eleven  members,  and  five  years  later  a  chapel  was  built  for  public  services 
upon  Wliarf  bridge,  which  was  swept  off  and  destroyed  by  a  freshet  of 
the  river  in  the  spring  of  1823. 

In  May,  1825,  a  small  church  was  dedicated  at  the  Falls  village,  and 
fiir  several  years  the  members  from  the  Landing  resorted  thither  for  pub- 
lic worship,  forming  but  one  chui-ch  and  society. 

•  "  Died  In  this  city,  Nov.  Ur,  (18113,)  nltor  mach  sufTvriag,  whicli  bIic  cniluml  as 
"(oaing  Him  who  is  iaviaibto,"  Mrs.  Lolilin  QiuilncT,  wjfo  of  Rov.  D-  N.  BcDtloy." 
Norwich  Courier. 


^'"" 


'■/:  ]  Jm/i/i/ij 
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The  Methodist  church  in  East  Main  street  was  dedicated  June  18| 
1835 ;  sermon  by  Dr.  Fisk  of  the  Wesleyan  University.  Tliis  building, 
in  size  and  convenience,  far  surpassed  the  previous  accommodations  of  the 
society  in  Norwich.    It  has  since  been  enlarged  and  refitted. 

The  Methodist  society  on  Bean  Hill  for  many  years  held  their  public 
services  in  the  venerable  building  which  had  served  successively  and 
alternately  for  a  classical  academy,  a  free  school,  and  a  Separatist  con- 
vcnticlo.  In  this  extemporized  chapel,  many  of  the  early  noted  itinerants 
preached  in  their  rounds.  Here  Lee,  Asbury,  and  other  messengers  of 
the  church,  proclaimed  their  message.  Here  Maflit  delivered  one  of  the 
first  of  his  flourishing  efiusions  on  this  side  of  the  water.  When  the 
eccentric  Lorenzo  Dow  was  to  preach,  the  bounds  were  too  narrow,  and 
the  audience  assembled  in  the  open  air,  upon  the  hill,  under  the  great 
elm. 

The  present  Methodist  church  on  the  hill  was  erected  in  1833. 

Tlie  church  belonging  to  the  Tliird  Congregational  Society,  after  the 
disbanding  of  that  society  in  1842,  was  purchased  by  the  Methodists,  and 
is  their  present  Sachem  street  church.  This  is  the  strongest  Methodist 
society  in  Norwich,  and  the  only  one  that  numbers  a  hundred  members. 
They  linvc  five  cliurches,  and  report  a  membership  in  all  somewhat  above 
four  lumdred. 

The  Free  Methodist  Church  in  Main  street  stands  upon  the  site  once 
occupied  by  an  Episcopal  and  aftx;rward  by  a  Congregational  church. 
The  trustees  are  bound  to  keep  the  sittings  free.  This  church  was  gath- 
ered in  1854,  and  held  its  first  meetings  in  a  large  hall  upon  central 
whaif.  Its  early  ministrations  were  conducted  chiefly  by  the  Rev.  L.  D. 
Bcntlcy,  a  son  of  Elder  D.  N.  Bentley,  who  follows  tlie  footsteps  of  his 
fatlier  as  a  preacher  in  the  Wesleyan  connection. 

Tlicre  is  still  another  Methodist  society  within  the  bounds  of  Norwich, 
viz.,  at  Grccneville,  which  began  about  the  year  1850,  and  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years  reached  a  membership  of  more  than  100  members.  It 
then  declined,  and  was  left  without  a  pastor  or  a  convenient  place  of  wor- 
ship for  six  or  eight  years,  until  1864,  when  the  number  of  members  was 
reduced  to  twenty.  It  has  since  revived ;  a  new  house  of  worship  has 
been  built,  which  was  dedicated  April  7,  1864.  The  membership  has 
largely  incrcjised,  and  the  society  is  active  and  prosperous. 

Two  preachers  of  considerable  note  in  the  Methodist  denomination 
were  natives  of  Norwich :  Rev.  Edward  Hyde  and  Rev.  B.  Hibbard. 
^Ir.  Hyde  was  one  of  those  fervent,  lieavenly-minded  men  that  seem  to 
have  boon  formc<l  after  the  model  of  the  apostle  John.  Mr.  Ilibbanl  was 
an  enterprising  itinerant  during  the  first  thirty  yeara  of  the  present  cen- 
tury. A  memoir  of  his  ministerial  life,  written  by  himself,  has  been 
published. 
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Vhiverjalists. 

The  doctrino  of  universal  salvation,  or  tlio  rostitulion  of  all  tilings^  was 
successfully  introduced  into  Norwich  between  1816  and  1820,  through  the 
persuasive  eloquence  of  llev.  Edward  Mitchell  and  Rev.  Ilosea  Ballou. 
These  preaciiers  made  repeated  visits  to  the  place,  and  attracted  lai^o 
audiences. 

Mr.  Ballou's  first  sermon  (in  August,  1817,)  was  delivered  in  tho 
cliurch  of  the  First  Society,  and  at  its  close  the  Rev.  David  Austin  rose 
and  in  his  impassioned  manner  uttered  a  protest  against  the  doctrine. 
His  remarks  were  discursive  and  flowery,  but  like  all  Mr.  Austin's  public 
addresses,  charming  to  the  ear.  Mr.  Ballou's  subsequent  discourses  in 
Norwich  were  delivered  at  the  Landing,  in  tlie  Methodist  chapel  upon  the 
wharf  bridge. 

In  1820,  a  Universalist  society  was  formed,  bearing  the  title  of  a  "  So- 
ciety of  United  Christian  Friends  in  the  towns  of  Norwich,  Groton,  and 
Preston."  The  committee  that  prepared  the  constitution  was  com|x>scd  of 
one  from  each  of  the  places  named.  The  preparatory  meetings  were  held 
in  Preston  and  Poquetannock. 

Under  the  patronage  of  this  society,  a  church  was  erected  at  Norwich, 
and  dedicated  July  12,  1822;  the  services  being  conducted  by  tlio  Rev. 
Edward  Mitchell  of  New  York.  This  edifice  stands  in  a  beautiful  and 
conspicuous  situation  at  the  corner  of  Cliff  and  l^Iuin  sts.,  East  CiicLica.* 

No  church  organization  ut  that  time  took  phicc,  l)ut  the  pulpit  was  occu- 
pied by  temporary  ministers  engaged  by  the  society,  the  first  being  the 
Rev.  Cliarles  Hudson,  from  1821  to  1823. 

A  eliurcli  consisting  of  eighteen  members  was  organized  Feb.  G,  1838, 
and  the  society  incorporated  in  1842,  under  the  name  of  First  Universal- 
ist Society  in  Norwich.  About  tlie  same  time  the  old  clmrch  edifice  was 
demolished,  and  a  new  one  erected  on  the  same  site,  which  has  since  boon 
much  enlarged  and  improved. 

No  house  of  worship  in  Norwich  has  a  position  so  open  and  command- 
ing as  this. 

This  society  has  had  a  succession  of  eight  or  ten  ministers,  with  short 
pastorates  of  two  or  three  years  eacli.f 


*  Mr.  Samuel  T.  Odiorno  contribiitod  liberally  to  tho  erection  of  this  church,  and 
after  his  death,  in  accordauco  with  his  expressed  wisl\,  a  mortgage  upon  tho  etlifico  of 
$900,  which  ho  held,  was  canceled.     Mr.  Odiorno  died  in  1824. 

t  For  further  particulars  resiKJCting  Universahsm  in  Norwich,  sec  the  Historical  Ser- 
mon of  K.  O.  Williams,  pastor,  delivered  May  5,  1844. 
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Summary  of  Churches. 

4  Congregational.  5  Methodist 

3  Episcopal.  1  ITDiversalist 

3  Baptist.  1  Roman  Catholic. 


The  Episcopal  Society  at  Ynntic  have  hitherto  held  their  services  in  a 
hall  heloiiging  to  the  Factory  Company,  but  they  are  now  looking  forward 
to  the  erection  of  a  handsome  church.  The  number  of  families  reported 
in  this  society  is  My-rivc.  The  cliurdi  is  now  in  charge  of  Rev.  E.  L. 
Whitconie. 

Rev.  Z.  II.  ^Mansfield  was  rector  of  this  church  from  1854  to  his  de- 
cease, lie  wna  a  native  of  Norwich,  graduated  at  Trinity  College  in 
1830,  nnd  died  April  10, 1858,  at  the  family  homestead,  in  the  same  room 
where  he  was  born.  His  age  was  47.  lie  was  deeply  intci-csted  in  the 
cau«o  of  education,  and  several  years  of  his  life  were  devoted  to  the 
instruction  of  youth.  ' 

The  following  clergymen  of  the  Episcopal  Church  are  natives  of  Nor- 
wich city : 

Rev.  Alfred  Leo,  Risliop  of  Delaware. 

Rev.  Thomas  II.  Vaill,  D.  D.,  Bisiiop  of  ICansas. 

Rev.  James  A.  Bollcs,  D.  D. 

Rev.  John  A.  Paddock. 

Rev.  Benjamin  H.  Paddock. 

Rev.  Alfred  L.  Brewer. 

The  manufacturing  establishments  at  Greeneville  have  been  the  means 
of  alhiring  foreign  laborers  to  the  place.  St  Mary's  Catholic  Church 
was  built  many  years  since  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Irish,  the  most 
numerous  of  the  foreign  emigrants.  It  originally  seated  about  800 ;  it 
]\',\f>  been  twice  enlarged,  and  now  holds  more  than  3000.  Rev.  Daniel 
Krlh^y,  ]»:wtor. 

This  society  is  understood  to  be  engaged  in  collecting  funds  and  making 
nrrnngomcnts  for  erecting  a  much  larger  and  more  magnificent  church  in 
the  city. 


The  large  admixture  of  foreigners  in  the  present  population  of  the  city 
is  clcarl}'  shown  by  the  registry  of  marriages.  In  1863  the  number  re- 
ported was  184;  in  1864,  180. 

Bolh  parties  American  in  1863,  96 

"        "      Foreigners    "  59 

One  of  the  parties  foreign,  23 

Colored  persons,  6 


In  1864, 

89 

it 

77 

u 

10 

u 
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Tub  enterprise  of  llic  inliabilaiiU  in  tlm  line  of  manufaclures  has  Iiecn 
frequently  muDlioacd  in  tlie  course  of  tlild  hhtoey.  But  tlic  subject  will 
here  be  rcli-aced,  and  vnrioua  undertakings  clii-oiiidud  in  tliuir  oritur,  ita 
tai  03  diita  for  tliis  purpose  have  been  abtiiinctL 

Iron-works  were  ealflblislietl  in  the  piu'isb  of  New  Conconl  in  1750  by 
Capt.  Josliua  AbcU  and  Neiiemiiih  Huntington,  l^ioy  eonlrueled  willi 
Robert  Mm'lin  of  Preston,  to  becomo  tlio  overseer  or  opcrntor  of  (lieir 
works,  engaging  bim  to  tnaJce  and  refine  Iron  into  Aneonie,  lo  he  done 
workmanlike,  nnil  binding  tlicniselvcij  to  reinuneriito  liiin  with  100  lbs,  of 
bar  troii  Jbr  every  200  Aneonies  he  shaB  mate. 

Elijah  Uaekus  eommcneed  n  sliniliir  work  at  Yonllc  nciirly  at  tlie  antne 
time.  These  ore  supposed  lo  hnve  been  tlm  flrst  forges  creeled  in  Nu^v 
liontlon  coutity.  They  niunufucLured  blooming  and  bitr  iron  fur  atitiliors, 
milLa,  and  otiic 

In  tlio  year  17GG,  cutlery  oa  a  business  mndo  its  np|>cnranee,  nnd  vnriouv 
implements  of  husbandry,  that  hiul  before  been  inijiurled,  were  uiannfuc- 
tured  in  the  town.  Tbo  Backus  iron-works  obtained  great  i-c:i>uIg,  hiiJ 
during  tlie  Itevolutionary  war  al)  kinds  of  iron-work  necessary  fiir  domes- 
tic use,  and  various  instruments  of  warfare,  wera  made  and  re|>aired  at 
the  Yon  tic  forges. 

The  same  year  a  pottery  for  the  manufacture  of  stonc-wnrc  wns  cstab- 
lishod  at  Bean  Hill,  wbicb  continued  in  oiiei-ution  far  into  the  pi-oient  cen- 
tury, seldom,  however,  employing  more  than  four  or  five  linndji. 

The  making  of  linseed  oil  wns  coninienced  at  Bean  Hill  in  17-18,  by 
Hozekii^i  Huntington.  In  October,  1778,  Elijnli  nnd  Simon  Laihrop 
gave  notice  in  tbe  New  London  Gazette  that  they  bad  erected  un  oil-mill 
Kt  Norwieli  Fulls,  and  were  ready  to  exchange  a  gallon  of  oil  for  a  bushel 
of  well-cleaned  flax-seed. 

In  1786,  Sllns  GoodcU  set  up  another  oil-mill  near  tbe  falls.  Tliis  was 
probably  the  same  mill  that  in  I7'J1  was  owned  by  Josliua  Huntington. 

Lathrop's  mill  was  destroyed  by  flro  Nov.  9,  1788.  The  lots  was  esti- 
mated at  $1500,  a  considerable  quantity  of  oil  and  flax-seod  being  con- 
tamed.    It  was  rebuilt  tlie  next  year. 
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Id  these  miUs  flax-seed  was  used  to  produce  the  best  kind  of  oil,  but 
inferior  kinds  of  seed  were  often  substituted.  The  three  mills  together 
produced  about  9,000  gallons  annually,  which  sold  at  three  or  four  shil- 
lings per  gallon. 

During  the  Revolutionary  war,  iron-wire  and  cards  were  made  at  the 
falls,  under  the  supervision  of  Nathaniel  Niles. 

Edmund  Darrow  established  at  the  same  period  a  naillery,  which  con- 
tinued in  operation  nearly  to  the  close  of  the  century. 

The  business  of  weaving  stockings  was  begun  in  17G6,  under  the  pat- 
ronage of  Christopher  Lcfltngwell.  William  Russell,  an  Englishman, 
was  the  first  operator.  For  many  years  it  was  a  small  concern,  limited  to 
two  or  three  looms.  But  in  1791,  LcfTrngwell  had  nine  looms  in  opera- 
lion,  pHNluoing  annually  from  1200  to  1500  pair  of  hose,  and  employing 
in  the  mninifncture  worsted,  cotton,  linen,  and  silk.  The  silk  hose  ranged 
in  value  from  12i.  to  205.  per  pair.  Gloves  and  purses  were  also  woven 
at  these  mills,  the  whole  business  employing  only  Ave  operatives. 

At  a  later  period  the  business  was  continued  successively  by  Louis 
Barn],  Leonard  Beattic,  and  William  Coxe,  all  foreigners,  and  still  later 
by  Jeremiah  GrifTuig,  a  native  of  Now  London. 

Stocking-looms  were  not  only  employed  here,  but  constructed.  Before 
1790,  looms  that  had  been  made  in  Norwich  were  set  up  at  Hartford  and 
Poughkcepsie, — two  at  each  place.  Looms  were  in  operation  at  that 
period  in  New  Haven,  Litchfield,  and  Wallingford,  and  it  is  not  improba- 
ble that  these  also  were  made  in  Norwich. 

To  accommodate  his  stocking-looms  and  other  utilitarian  projects.  Col. 
Leflingwcll  built,  after  1780,*  the  range  of  shops  called  Leffingwell's  row. 
In  1785,  wool-cards  were  mode  by  James  Lincoln  in  Leffingwell's  row. 

Paper.  In  the  early  manufacture  of  this  article  in  Norwich,  Christo- 
pher Lcflingwell  stands  pre-eminent.  His  mill  upon  the  Yantic,  near 
No-man's  Acre,  was  erected  in  17  CO.  This  was  the  first  paper-mill  in 
Conned iciitf  lx;niiigwcirs  mill,  in  a  short  period,  produced  various 
kinds  of  paper  for  wrapping,  writing,  printing,  cartridges,  and  sheathing. 
The  quantit}'  annually  turned  out  was  estimated  at  1300  reams,  the  prices 
varying  from  \$.  (jd,  to  455.  per  ream.    Ten  or  twelve  hands  were  em- 

*  Not  after  1790,  as  stated  ante,  page  512,  which  is  an  error. 

t  Not  tho  first  in  New  England.  There  was  one  at  Milton,  Mass.,  in  1733,  as  ap- 
pears from  an  advertisemont  of  that  date  in  a  Boston  paper : 

"  In  Milton,  near  the  Paper  Mill, 
A  new  built  honse  to  rent : 
Ask  of  the  Printer  and  you  will 
Know  further  to  content." 


1, 1775.  N.  Sfci|iiM«,  Scm,  1789.  E%fez  Ihrt  on  ike 
Gtem  I7  Uk  eovt-kone,  »d  JmU  II>rt  at  Ae  Lmh^  m  1812, 
Itiw^  Bot  pnfaaUj  lo  amj  grcal  ext^  ■■— fatlMci^  wen  jet  "worfc- 
Cfs  ia  gold  mad  ntrer,'  mad  otfmd  far  safe  ^-— V—  «anrtfte  of  jew- 


Betwwn  ihe  jian  1773  a^  1780.  fiiv  tUE^^aOb  with  dotkier's 
Aops  and  dje-boBStt  went  iato  <fiemiaa:  <ne  in  ibe  parish  of  New 
Coocord;  one  ia  Pnoklm;  a  third  at  ibe  fiJb,  "Bear  Slur  aad  Leffii^ 
wdTs  works  adjoining  ibe  Paper  Hill ;'  and  a  fourth  on  Bean  lEQ. 

•  TUi  paper-Bin  cxdted  peat  iMcnK  ia  Un  coaBaaiij.  A  pnnM  kan-  ■liiiia 
ia  Ottober,  ITfiT,  aijt  of  it : 

"■nePapcr-nUuHarvfabitphatirallr  MpfilM  wkkr^i.B^  tii  faTI  ilfail 
far  in  paper.  Hr.  Thioop  Idb  Me  be  b»  Tiewvd  it  wbca  m  vorfc ;  Amt  Urn*  c«ii> 
o«itj ;  diat  tfaej  bobU  ami  wake  tmij  tor  At  Pitm  akoat  tea  iheeti  per  aiaaia  If 
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In  a  statement  made  of  the  industrial  pursuits  of  the  town  in  1791|  in 
addition  to  several  establishments  already  noticedi  are  the  following  items: 

Two  nailleries,  or  machines  for  making  nails,  employing  eight  or  ten 
hands. 

Fidccn  blacksmiths,  who  make  annually  about  50  dozen  scythes,  150 
dozen  liocs,  50  dozen  axes,  and  other  implements  for  domestic  and  agri- 
cultural use. 

Three  distilleries. 

Two  tobacconists. 

Two  braziers,  and  a  bell-foundry. 

Cotton,  In  1790,  Dr.  Joshua  Latlirop  established  a  cotton-factory  in 
the  town-plot.  He  began  with  five  jcnnys,  one  carding-machine,  and  six 
looms.  This  machinery  was  afterward  increased,  and  a  great  variety  of 
goods  manufactured,  probably  to  the  amount  of  2000  yards  per  year  while 
the  project  was  continued.  In  1793,  tlie  firm  was  Lathrop  &  Eells.  The 
following  is  one  of  their  advertisements,  March  19,  1793 : 

"  Lnthrop  &  Kclln  hnvo  jtiRt  HniRhod  a  ynricty  of  Cotton  Goods,  consisting  of  Rojal 
KihK,  KilKlchirco,  UilMlitmnUi,  KilMlcnitns,  HihlMts,  Zohmyn,  Salinotts,  Satin-Stripes, 
Satin  Cordn,  Tliicksctts,  CordurojR,  Stockinctts,  Dimotys,  Feathered  Stripes,  Birds- 
Eye,  Denims,  Jcnns,  Jennetts,  Fustians,  Bed  Tickings  that  will  hold/eaUurt. 

"  The  above  Goods  are  well  finished,  and  for  durability  ondonbtodly  saporior  to 
European  manufactured.  Gentlemen,  merchants  and  others,  who  feel  disposed  to  en- 
courage home  manufactures,  are  invited  to  call  and  see  for  themselves,  and  may  bo  as- 
sured tliey  shall  be  supplied  as  low  as  they  can  furnish  themselves  from  any  quarter." 

This  business  could  not  be  made  remunerative,  and  afler  a  trial  of  eight 
or  ten  years  was  discontinued.* 

The  manufacturing  spirit  had  been  called  into  exercise  to  meet  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  Revolution.  Before  that  time  the  country  had  been  depend- 
ent upon  England  for  all  articles  tliat  required  combination,  capital  and 
machinery  for  their  production.  When  the  intercourse  with  Europe  was 
renewed,  and  commerce  agaiif  brought  the  lavish  results  of  foreign  labor 
to  our  shores,  the  crude  manufactures  of  the  country  declined,  most  of  the 
imported  articles  being  cheaper  than  those  made  at  home.  The  spinning- 
wheel  and  loom  still  kept  their  place  in  families,  fulling-mills  and  carding- 
machincs  were  patronized,  ropes  and  nails  were  made;  but  as  a  general 
fact,  the  work-shops  and  factories  of  the  country  were  in  Europe.     The 


*  The  two  buihlings  occupied  many  years  by  Lathrop  &  Eells  and  Coit  &  Lathrop, 
one  for  a  fnrtory,  and  tlie  other  for  sales  of  drugs  and  merchandize,  stood  near  togot'ier 
on  the  town  street,  west  of  the  present  residence  of  Mrs.  W.  C.  Oilman.  They  wore 
similar  in  conRtruction  ;  each  had  a  projecting  roof,  and  at  one  time  they  were  painted 
blue  with  white  trimmings. 
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Calvin  Goddnrd  in  1807.  William  C.  Gilroan  in  1816. 

William  Williams  in  1809.  William  P.  Greene  in  1824. 

These  all  in  their  first  coming  to  Norwich  were  connected  with  the 
manufacturing  interest  at  the  Falls.  Though  not  natives,  they  are  wholly 
identified  with  the  place,  and  by  their  enterprise  and  their  liberal  and 
enlightened  course  as  citizens,  have  contributed  largely  to  its  prosperity. 

Mr.  Goddard  was  a  lawyer  and  statesman,  connected  with  the  manu- 
facturing interest  only  as  a  proprietor  and  patron.  Having  projected  an 
establishment  at  the  Falls,  he  purchased  in  1809  the  old  Lathrop  house 
and  mill-scnt.s  of  that  district,  tlie  saw,  grist  and  oil-mills,  with  the  ancient 
distillery  and  tannery  lots  and  privileges,  and  formed  a  partnership  witli 
William  Williams,  Sen.,  of  Stonington,  and  his  sons,  (Wm.  Jr.  and  Thos. 
W.,)  under  the  firm  of  William  Williams  Jr.  &  Co.,  one  of  Uie  younger 
partners  tnkiufv  the  principal  agency  in  the  business.  In  common  par- 
lance, however,  the  firm  was  Goddard  &  Williams. 

This  company  set  up  the  machinery  necessary  for  grinding  and  bolting 
"  Virginia  wheat  and  Southern  com ; "  imported  their  grain,  and  obtained 
William  Wcller,  an  experienced  miller  from  Pennsylvania,  for  their  fore- 
man. They  kept  two  or  three  sloops  in  their  employ,  sailing  to  Norfolk, 
Petersburg,  Fredericksburg,  and  Richmond. 

In  1812,  they  fitted  out  the  schooner  Ann  and  Mary,  and  sent  her  to 
Cadiz  with  flour.  Tliis  was  their  only  foreign  adventure.  The  war  with 
Great  Britain  throwing  obstacles  in  the  way  of  trade  with  the  South,  the 
flour  business  was  broken  up,  and  the  company  turned  their  attention  to 
the  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth. 

The  Ilowland  duck-factory  was  changed  by  this  company  into  a  cotton- 
mill,  which  began  to  run  in  December,  1813,  preceding  by  a  few  months 
the  cotton-factoricj^  at  Jewett  City  and  Bozrahville.  They  began  with 
carding  and  spinning,  giving  out  the  yam  from  the  factory  to  be  woven  in 
hand-looms,  but  after  three  or  four  years  the  power-loom  was  introduced, 
and  they  turned  out  mattrasses,  nankeens  and  shirtings  in  a  completed 
state. 

Tiiis  mill,  though  of  small  account  in  comparison  with  the  gigantic  opp- 
rations  of  iiKKlcrn  times,  and  by  no  means  a  money-making  experiment  to 
the  pro|»rictors,  merits  notice  as  one  of  the  first  cotton-mills  successfully 
established  in  the  county,  and  as  leading  the  way  to  undertakings  in  the 
same  line  far  more  extensive  and  unportant  The  title  of  this  company 
was  changed  in  1819  to  Williams  Manufacturing  Co.  It  continued  only 
a  few  years  in  active  operation,  but  its  afiairs  were  not  settled  and  the 
partnershi))  dissolved  till  1833,  when  they  sold  out  to  Amos  Cobb  and 
others,  agents  of  the  Norwich  and  New  York  Manufacturing  Co. 

In  May,  1813,  William  C.  Gilman,  "late  of  Boston,"  purchased  a  priv- 
ilege at  the  Falls,  of  Gkxldard  &  Williami,  and  in  connection  with  the 
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Iron  and  Nail  Co.  established  a  naiDeiy,  which  went  immediately  into 
successful  operation.  In  this  factory  the  nails  were  cut  by  a  newly- 
invented  machine,  with  great  rapidity,  and  while  the  novelty  lasted,  vis- 
itors were  attracted  to  the  falls  to  hear  the  dink  of  the  nmcliine  and  view 
the  continual  dropping  of  the  nails. 

The  next  company  that  was  formed  commenced  business  with  promis- 
ing aspects  upon  a  large  capitaL  This  was  the  Thames  ManufaM:turing 
Co^  incorporated  in  June,  1823.  It  consisted  of  six  members,  viz.,  Wm. 
C*  Oilman,  Samuel,  Henry  and  John  Hubbard,  Wm.  P.  and  Benjamin 
Greene.  Five  of  these  partners  were  Boston  men,  to  whoso  favorable 
notice  the  water  privileges  that  lay  unemployed  at  the  falls  liad  been  forc- 
ibly presented  by  Mr.  Gilman. 

This  company  puroliascd  the  naillery  and  several  other  water  privil^es 
at  the  falls,  and  erected  a  large  cotton-factory,  preparing  for  a  business  of 
considerable  extent  and  value.  The  corner-stone  of  the  building  was  laid 
with  interesting  ceremonies,  and  Judge  Goddard  delivered  an  address, 
«relcoming  the  new  company  to  that  secluded  seat. 

William  P.  Greene,  one  of  t.ic  Boston  partners,  became  a  resident  in 
iNorwich,*  and  for  a  few  years  Mr.  Greene  and  William  C.  Gilman  trana- 
;acted  together  the  business  of  the  company.  Mr.  Greene  then  resigned, 
:and  Mr.  Gilman  was  afterward  the  sole  agent  of  the  concern. 

The  Quinebaug  Co.,  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  woollen  gooda^ 
was  chartered  in  182G.  The  mill  erected  by  this  oonipany  on  the  She- 
tucket  river  was  purchased  by  the  Thames  Co.  before  it  went  into  ope- 
ration, and  was  consitlcrcd  by  its  new  owners  as  llic  most  valuable  of  their 
possessions.     This  mill  was  the  beginning  of  Oreencville. 

The  Thames  Co.  purchased  likewise  the  mill  at  Bozrahville,  built  by 
Messrs.  Do<lge  and  Hyde  in  1815,  and  in  their  best  days  had  the  three 
mills, — in  Bozrah,  at  the  Falls,  and  on  the  Shetueket, — in  buoccijsful 
operation. 

Another  company  with  similar  objects  and  expectations,  called  the  Nor- 
wich &  New  York  Manufacturing  Co.,  was  incorporated  in  1820.  Some 
of  the  partners  belonged  also  to  the  Thames  Co.,  but  they  were  distinct 
concerns.  To  this  new  incorporation  the  Thames  Co.  sold  the  Falls  mill. 
This  company  purchased  also  the  mills  and  machinery  of  Huntington  and 
Backus  on  Bean  Hill. 

In  1833,  a  large  cotton-mill,  two  paper-mills,  an  iron-foundry,  nail-fac- 
tory and  rolling-mill  were  reported  in  successful  operation  at  the  Falls. 

But  this  prosperity  was  of  short  duration.  Both  the  Thames  Co.  and 
the  Norwich  and  New  York  Co.  became  involved  in  the  mercantile  dis- 

♦  The  first  purchase  matlc  by  the  Boston  Company  was  Jan.  25,  1823.  William  P. 
Greene  pui-cliasctl  the  Barrcll  property  on  Wodliington  street,  which  ho  mode  his  home 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  May  17, 1824. 


HISTORY    OF    NORWICH.  618 

asters  tliot  so  widely  affected  the  business  of  the  country,  and  went  down 
in  the  financial  crash  of  1837.  The  two  mills  belonging  to  the  Thames 
Co.  were  purchased  nominally  by  Mr.  Gilman, — tlie  mortgages  nearly 
equaling  the  value, — ^and  conveyed  by  him  to  other  parties :  the  Quine- 
baug  mill  to  Mr.  Caliph,  and  the  mill  at  Bozrali  to  Mr.  James  Doorman 
of  New  York. 

A  period  of  great  depression  and  stagnation  of  business  ensued. 

Fresh  undertakings  of  a  more  enduring  nature  arose  out  of  these  re- 
verses. Two  new  companies  were  formed  under  the  auspices  of  Wm.  P. 
Greene, — tlic  Shctuckct  Co.  and  tlie  Norwich  Falls  Co.  Both  went  into 
prosperous  opcnition  between  1838  and  1842. 

The  Shctuckct  Co.  purchased  the  misnamed  Quinebaug  mill  on  the 
Shctuckct.  Tlic  building  was  burnt  down  in  May,  18i2,  and  the  present 
mill,  of  far  greater  capacity,  standing  on  the  same  spot,  is  called  the  She- 
tucket  mill.     It  is  the  great  cotton-mill  of  Grccncville. 

The  Falls  Co.  purchased  the  mill  at  the  Falls,  which  had  formerly 
belonged  to  the  Thames  Co.  This  has  since  been  enlarged  to  almost 
three  times  its  former  size  and  power,  and  has  kept  on  from  that  time  to 
the  present,  without  any  suspension  of  its  activity  or  check  to  its  profi- 
perity. 

These  companies  were  established  by  Mr.  Greene,  chiefly  upon  his  own 
credit,  and  were  kepi  while  ho  lived  under  his  management  and  direction. 
The  business  li!is  been  gradually  extending,  and  for  several  years  each 
mill  has  had  15,000  spindles  in  operation. 

The  manufacture  of  paper  at  the  Falls  has  of  late  years  been  connected 
exclusively  with  the  name  of  Hubbard.  Amos  H.  Hubbard  entered  into 
the  businass  in  1818.  Paper  was  at  that  time  made  in  the  old  way;  not 
by  machinery,  but  by  hand,  sheet  by  sheet.  Mr.  Hubbard  very  soon  fur- 
nished his  establishment  with  the  modern  improvements  that  diminish  the 
amount  of  manual  labor  required.  In  1830  he  successfully  inti*oduced 
Fourdrinicr's  machine  into  his  factory.  This  was  the  first  paper-making 
machine  used  in  Norwich. 

The  brothera  Russell  and  A.  H.  Hubbard  were  in  partnership  in  this 
business  for  twenty  years,  but  dissolved  in  1857.  They  had  two  mills,— 
the  old  wooden  building  erected  by  Messrs.  Huntington  and  Bushnell  in 
1790,  and  a  modem  one,  built  of  brick  and  stone,  both  of  which,  with 
various  lot.s,  tenements,  and  water-privileges,  were  sold  by  A.  II.  Hubbard 
in  18  GO  to  the  Falls  Company. 

Mr.  Hubbard  then  removed  his  establishment  to  Greeneville  on  the 
Shctuckct. 

According  to  the  census  of  18G0,  the  great  cotton-mill  at  the  Falls  em- 
ployed 1 25  males  and  375  females ;  producing  annually  six  and  a  half 
million  yards,  valued  at  $450,000. 
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The  Falls  Company  has  from  time  to  time  purchased  the  various  prir- 
ileges  in  its  neighborhood,  and  now  controls  nearly  the  whole  water-power 
at  Yantic  Falls,  and  at  the  old  paper-mill  above  the  falls.  Tlie  naillerieSy 
foundries,  pistol-factories,  the  paper.  Hour  and  oil-mills,  have  all  disap- 
peared, their  seats  and  privileges  passed  over  to  this  company,  and  their 
various  crafts  transferred  to  other  localities.  In  this  valley  of  the  roaring 
waters,  in  1860,  Cotton  reigned  the  sole  and  undisputed  king. 

This  sovereignty  has  been  recently  invaded  by  the  occupation  of  a  hith- 
erto unemployed  mill-seat  near  the  railroad  bridge.  Here  a  large  brick 
building,  erected  by  C.  A.  Converse  in  1864,  furnishes  accommodation  to 
a  grist-mill  and  the  thriving  cork-factory  of  Messrs.  J.  H.  Adams  and 
James  £.  Learned. 

The  cork-cutting  business  is  one  of  the  specialties  of  Norwich ;  this 
being  the  place  wliere  an  ingenious  machine  for  transforming  sheets  of 
bark  into  well-shaped  corks  was  invented  and  set  in  operation,  and  where 
the  business  is  prosecuted  with  a  success  that  promises  to  make  it  one  of 
the  permanent  industrial  pursuits  of  the  town. 

The  corks  used  in  this  country  had  been  mostly  imported  from  Europe, 
where  they  were  all  made  by  hand.  Vast  quantities  were  required  to 
supply  the  market,  and  a  machine  that  would  abridge  the  labor  and 
cheapen  the  article  was  a  desideratum.  Tliis  is  furnished  by  the  machines 
invented  and  patented  by  the  brothers  Crocker  of  Norwicli. 

William  U.  Crocker,  tlie  first  inventor,  aAer  many  experiments,  brought 
his  machine  into  successful  operation,  and  procured  a  patent  for  it,  bearing 
tlie  date  of  Oct.  30,  1855.  Tliis  niacliino  produced  iVum  twenty  to  thirty 
finished  corks  per  minute,  turning  them  out  in  better  condition  than  those 
made  by  hand.  In  1859  the  inventor  went  to  Europe,  accompanied  by  a 
younger  brother,  to  dispose  of  rights  in  his  patent.  On  their  return  in 
tlie  steamer  Hungarian,  they  botli  perished  in  the  wreck  of  that  vessel  on 
tlie  coast  of  Newfoundland,  Feb.  15,  18G0. 

But  the  business  of  cork-cutting,  commenced  by  them  in  Norwich,  has 
been  continued  by  Messrs.  Barnes  &  Spalding,  the  proprietors  of  their 
patented  machine. 

Another  machine  of  different  structure,  but  for  the  same  puriwso,  was 
invented  by  a  third  brother,  John  D.  Crocker,  and  patented  in  1862. 
This  patent  is  the  one  employed  in  the  factory  at  Yantic  Falls. 

Uncas  Mill.  In  the  early  part  of  the  century,  at  Bean  Hill,  in  a  turn 
of  the  Yantic  and  on  both  sides  of  it,  we  find  a  grist-mill  of  ancient  date, 
the  fulling-mill  and  carding-machine  of  Erastus  Huntington  and  Kber 
Backus,  the  stone-waro  factory  of  Armstrong  &  Wentworth,  and  the 
machine-shop  of  James  Burn  ham.  Mr.  Burnham  constructed  cnrding- 
machlnes,  looms,  and  othur  kinds  of  machinery,  but  died  on  the  island  of 
Madt^ira  in  1813. 
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The  establishment  of  Huntington  &  Backus  was  purchased  in  1828  for 
$9yOOO,  by  a  company  organized  that  year  and  called  the  Norwich  Manu- 
facturing Co.  This  company  established  a  woolen-mill  on  the  premises^ 
since  known  as  the  Uncas  Woolen  Mill.  The  ownership  has  since  been 
several  times  changed.  In  1850,  F.  B.  Loomis,  proprietor,  the  census 
reported  the  annual  produce  150,000  yards  of  doeskins,  valued  at  $175,- 
000.  Mr.  Loomis  sold  out  in  1860  to  Wm.  Elting  Ss  Co.  The  Eltmg 
Woolen  Company  has  since  been  organized  with  a  capital  of  $150,000. 

Another  woolen-mill,  at  a  lower  point  on  the  river  in  Norwich-Town, 
was  run  for  several  years  by  Peter  Lanman.  The  site  is  now  occupied 
by  a  mill  of  larger  size  and  a  group  of  neat  tenements  built  by  A.  T. 
Sturtevant 


Tantic. 

Tlio  village  of  Yantic  lies  in  the  western  part  of  the  town,  close  upon 
the  borders  of  Bozrah  and  Franklin.  At  this  point,  just  where  the  roads 
from  Colchester  and  Windham  meet  and  run  together,  a  mill-dam  and 
pond,  a  saw-mill,  grist-mill,  and  carding-machine,  witli  the  usual  gearing 
and  machinery,  had  been  gradually  gathered  into  a  group,  and  in  the  early 
part  of  the  present  century  were  owned  by  Uriah  Tracy. 

Tliese  improvements  were  purchased  in  different  parcels,  from  1818  to 
1822,  by  John  and  George  Tisdale,  who  added  a  factory  and  a  stone 
dwelling-house  to  the  premises,  and  began  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
cloth.  The  Tisdales  were  agents,  or  trustees,  in  this  business,  of  Robert 
R.  Baker,  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  had  spent  some  time  in  Norwich, 
and  seems  to  have  formed  the  design  of  investing  his  capital  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  place,  and  enrolling  himself  as  a  regular  inhabitant.  After  a 
few  years,  Mr.  Barker,  while  traveling,  it  is  said,  in  the  western  part  of 
New  York,  suddenly  disappeared,  and  his  fate  was  never  ascertained* 
The  Yantic  mill  was  subsequently  sold,  to  clear  off  its  mortgages  and 
indebtedness,  and  purchased  by  Capt  Erastus  Williams,  who  greatly  en- 
larged the  original  building,  and  devoted  it  wholly  to  the  manufacture  of 
woolen  goods.  E.  Winslow  Williams,  only  son  of  Capt  Erastus  Williams, 
is  the  present  proprietor. 

The  aspect  of  the  country  in  this  neighborhood  has  been  softened  by 
the  improvements  of  modem  times.  It  was  naturally  a  wild  and  frown- 
ing district,  dark  witli  impending  woods,  and  intersected  by  a  turbulent 
stream.  The  village  consists  at  the  present  day  of  the  Williams  flannel 
factory,  with  iU  various  tenements,  appurtenances,  and  surroundings ;  a 
fair  proportion  of  mechanics  and  shops  for  merchandise,  a  group  of  pri- 
vate houses,  a  post-office,  a  school-house,  an  Episcopal  organization  called 
Grace  Chapel,  and  about  300  inhabitants. 
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The  census  of  1860  reported  110  persons  employed  in  the  mill, — ^75 
males  and  85  females,  and  the  annual  value  of  products  $150,000.  This 
mill,  with  all  its  machinery,  stock,  and  engines,  and  an  adjoining  house 
that  accommodated  eight  families,  was  destroyed  by  fire.  May  26,  1865. 
The  older  part  of  the  mill  had  stood  for  nearly  fifty  years,  and  the  flames 
performed  their  work  with  great  facility,  lighting  up  the  hills  and  woods 
like  an  amphitheatre,  and  startling  the  village  with  showers  of  flaming 
cinders.  The  loss,  though  very  heavy,  served  only  as  a  stimulus  to  more 
enlarged  enterprise.  The  corner-stone  of  a  new  structure,  far  more  capa- 
dous  tlian  the  former,  to  be  built  of  stone,  four  stories  high,  with  towers 
and  wings,  and  furnished  with  all  the  mechanical  conveniences  and  safe- 
guards invented  by  modem  science,  was  laid  Aug.  16th,  less  than  three 
months  afler  the  conflagration.  This  mill  is  designed  for  twelve  sets  of 
machinery. 

The  village  of  Yantic  furnished  an  honorable  roll  of  volunteers  in  the 
war  for  the  Union ;  and  among  them,  one, — Capt.  John  McGall, — ^who 
poured  out  his  life  on  the  banks  of  James  river,  and  by  his  patriotism, 
valor,  and  heroic  death,  has  Icfl  a  name  for  his  native  hills  to  cheriali. 


Jhzrahville. 

Pursuing  our  course  along  the  Yantic,  but  still  keeping  within  tlie  nine* 
miles-square,  we  meet  with  the  manufacturing  viHagcs  of  Bozrahvillo  aiid 

Fitchville,  both  within  tlie  present  town  of  IJozrah. 

Bozrahville  is  one  of  (ho  oldest  nianufueluring  cstablibhiuents  in  the 
county  of  New  London.  It  originated  with  tlie  Bozrah  ISIanufacturing 
Co.,  which  was  formed  in  181 1  by  Frederick  DePeysler,  Jonathan  Little 
and  others  of  New  York,  and  David  L.  Dodge,  then  a  resident  of  Nor- 
wich.* The  capital  aune  from  New  York,  but  Mr.  Dodge  suggested  and 
managed  the  undertaking.  Under  his  direction  a  stone  factory  was  built 
for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  woolen  goods,  several  hundred  spindles 
and  looms  set  to  work,  and  a  thriving  village  planted  in  a  waste  place, 
Erastus  Hyde  of  Bean  Hill  was  also  a  partner  and  agent  in  this  work. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  influx  of  European  commodities,  which 
caused  the  decline  of  the  manufacturing  interest  all  over  New  England, 
tlie  Bozrahville  Co.  was  broken  up  in  1824,  and  the  property  passed  into 
the  possession  of  the  Thames  Co.,  but  the  mill  was  kept  in  operation  with 
only  the  suspension  of  a  few  months. 

In  1837  it  was  sold  by  the  Thames  Co.  to  James  Boorman  and  others 

*  **  Five  of  us  together  (says  Mr.  Dodge)  purchased  a  site  for  a  cotton  munufactory 
in  the  north-west  corner  of  Boznili,  in  tlie  valley  of  the  Yantic,  six  miles  from  Norwich 
town,  obtained  a  liberal  charter/'  &c.    Autobiography  of  D.  L.  Dodge. 
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of  New  York,  who,  under  the  title  of  the  Kent  Manufacturing  Co.,*  are 
the  present  proprietors.  B.  F.  Tompkins,  one  of  the  partners,  has  had 
the  cliief  agency  of  tlie  company  from  its  beginning.  This  mill  is  de- 
voted (o  the  production  of  cotton  goods. 


Fitehville. 

Of  the  Tillage  of  Fitehville,  its  mill,  its  church,  and  its  founder,  we 
have  heretofore  spoken.  Since  that  notice  was  written,  (page  488,)  the 
plans  and  labors  of  Mr.  Fitch  have  been  brought  to  a  sudden  close.  He 
died  Oct.  30,  18G5,  aged  seventy-eight  years  and  a  half. 

Few  persons  have  had  a  more  eventful  life  than  Mr.  Asa  Fitch.  As  a 
youth,  he  was  pallid  and  slender,  often  prostrated  by  sickness,  and  subject 
to  distressing  turns  of  the  asthma, — a  difliculty  that  clung  to  him  through 
life.  Sustained  by  his  mental  energy,  he  tried  in  succession,  study  at  an 
academy  in  Lebanon,  a  clerkship  in  Norwich,  and  a  mechanical  trade,  but 
broke  down  after  each  experiment.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  in  the  hope 
of  invigorating  his  constitution  by  a  sea-voyage,  he  embarked  as  a  passen- 
ger in  the  brig  Walter,  Capt  Brown,  of  New  Haven,  bound  on  a  fishing 
and  trading  voyage  to  Green  Island,  Newfoundland,  and  Europe. 

He  landed  from  this  vessel  at  Lisbon,  just  before  the  news  reached  that 
city  of  the  battle  of  Trafalgar  and  the  death  of  Lord  Nelson,  that  is,  in 
October,  1805.  Finding  the  climate  of  southern  Europe  favorable  to  his 
health,  he  went  from  Lisbon  to  Alicant,  and  at  first  obtained  employment 
in  the  oflice  of  the  American  consul.  He  remained  nearly  ten  years  at 
Alicant,  occupied  in  mercantile  afiairs ;  coming  home  on  a  short  visit  in 
1809,  to  establish  some  commercial  relations,  and  gradually  acquiring  the 
reputation  of  a  substantial  merchant. 

In  1814  he  removed  to  Marseilles,  and  there  established  a  commission 
and  banking  house  that  soon  became  known  and  recognized  as  a  link  in 
the  chain  of  commerce  between  France  and  the  United  States.  It  was 
patronized  by  the  French  Government  at  the  outset.  While  at  Alicant, 
Mr.  Fitch  had  accommodated  several  of  the  royal  exiles  in  certain  mone- 
tary afTairs,  and  now  that  tliey  had  returned  to  power,  they  displayed  a 
commendable  appreciation  of  his  courtesy.  He  was  welcomed  to  the  best 
society  in  France,  and  oflen  entertained  at  his  table  in  Mai*seilles,  nobles, 
statesmen  and  literary  men  of  the  first  reputation  in  the  country. 

Being  joined  by  his  brother,  Douglas  Fitch,  and  his  nephew,  William 
D.  Lee,  the  house  took  the  firm  of  Fitch,  Brothers  &  Co.  Vessels  firom 
roost  of  the  large  ports  in  the  United  States  were  consigned  to  this  house. 
They  were  also  agents  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  furnishing  supplies  and  making 

*  So  called  in  romombrance  of  Kent  Connty,  England,  of  which  the  chief  putnen 
are  natiTcs. 
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payments  to  the  government  vessels  in  the  Mediterranean.  They  exe- 
cuted orders  from  America  for  tlio  purchase  of  French  goodd,  and  bad 
correspondents  in  the  United  States  to  receive  consignments  of  French 
produce  from  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  in  France.  In  this  round 
of  business,  important  interests  wore  involved. 

In  1828,  Mr.  Fitch  lefl  Marseilles  and  returned  to  America,  in  order  to 
take  clmrge  of  tlie  affairs  of  the  house  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  On 
the  voyage  he  came  near  death  through  the  entire  prostration  caused  bj 
continued  sea-sickness,  and  never  afterwards  could  be  induced  to  cross  the 
ocean.  In  New  York,  his  office,  with  the  sign  of  Fitch  ic  Co^  was  in 
Exchange  street.  Here  he  embarked  in  a  large  real  estate  investment, 
purchasing  several  lots  on  Broadway,  New  and  Exchange  streets,  upon 
wliich  he  subsequently  erected  stores,  Uic  rents  of  which  were  like  a  bank 
of  wealth  to  the  proprietor. 

Withdrawing  gradually  from  personal  attention  to  the  details  of  business, 
Mr.  Fitch  at  lengtli  retired  to  his  native  place,  and  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years  has  been  assiduously  occupied  in  the  laborious  improvement  of  a 
naturally  rough  and  forbidding  country  district.  Sitting  down  by  the  side 
of  the  old  iron-works  where  his  father  and  his  elder  brother  liad  wrought, 
he  built  a  mansion-house,  a  cotton-mill,  a  grist-mill,  a  church,  a  village, 
and  purchased  farm  after  farm,  until  his  domain  could  be  measured  by 
miles,  expending  in  these  various  plans  and  operations  six  or  seven  hund- 
red thousand  dollars. 

A  characteristic  of  Mr.  Fitch  was  his  ceaseless  activity.  In  body  and 
mind  he  was  alike  energetic  and  alert.  It  was  owing  to  this,  and  to  his 
rigid  attention  to  diet  and  regimen,  that  he  lived  so  long,  bearing  up  under 
complicated  infirmities,  and  accomplishing  so  much  actual  labor.  He  was 
wonderful  in  planning,  constructing  and  laying  out  work.  Tlie  lives  of 
such  persons  are  full  of  action  and  incident;  they  make  changes  and  im- 
provements; they  are  benefactors  to  their  race,  but  undertaking  too  much, 
they  do  not  finish  as  they  go,  and  often  leave  their  most  cherished  projects 
incomplete. 

Mr.  Fitch  was  unmarried ;  of  nine  brothers  and  sisters,  he  was  tlie 
only  one  that  entered  into  no  matrimonial  connection. 


Greeneville. 

The  Water  Power  Company  was  incorporated  in  1828,  "for  building  a 
dam  and  canal  in  order  to  bring  the  waters  of  the  Shctucket  river  into 
manufacturing  use."  The  sum  of  $43,000  was  first  subscribed  by  twenty- 
seven  persons,  Wm.  P.  Greene  being  the  largest  subscriber.  The  trustees 
were  Calvin  Goddard,  Jedidiah  Perkins,  and  George  Perkins. 
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Mr.  Grecno  had  previously  purchased  the  land  in  various  parcels  of 
different  individuals :  on  the  Quinebaug  above  the  union  with  the  She- 
tucket,  and  on  the  latter  river  from  Sachem's  Plain  downwards,  nearly 
three  miles  in  extent,  on  either  side  of  the  river,  in  Norwich  and  Preston- 

The  west  side  of  the  river  was  an  old  Reynolds  farm, — a  grant  to  John 
Reynolds,  one  of  the  first  proprietors  of  the  town.  It  was  here,  just  over 
tlie  river  on  the  Preston  side,  that  the  younger  John  Reynolds  and  Josiah 
Rockwell  were  killed  by  the  Indians  in  IG76.  A  portion  of  this  land 
was  still  hold  m  inherited  estate,  and  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Greene  of 
Joseph  Reynolds  of  North  Kingston,  R.  I.  The  Lewis  farm,  bought  by 
Mr.  Greene  in  Juno,  1826,  had  been  owned  by  a  Reynolds  until  1816.* 
On  the  Preston  side,  the  Ilolden,  Spicer,  Truman  and  other  lots  had  been 
procured.     These  were  all  conveyed  to  the  company. 

The  Sholuckct  dam  was  built  of  solid  masonry,  and  a  canal  dug  forty- 
five  feet  wide,  nine  feet  deep,  and  seven-eighths  of  a  mile  in  extent.  The 
vilhige  of  Grecneville  was  laid  out  by  this  company,  and  the  land  sold  and 
leased  on  advantageous  tenns.  Large  factories  for  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  goofls,  paper,  finnncl  and  carpets  sprang  up  with  great  celerity,  and 
tin's  lonely  river  side  started  almost  at  once  into  a  populous  and  tliriving 
village. 

Various  im|K)rtant  changes  have  since  taken  place  in  the  business  of 
Grecneville.  Factories  for  the  production  of  certain  articles  have  been 
established,  and  after  a  season  of  prosperity  have  declined  and  been  relin- 
quished. But  other  industrial  pursuits  have  been  ready  to  take  their 
place,  and  the  population  and  resources  of  the  village  have  steadily 
increased. 

The  Shctuckct  mill  has  been  already  mentioned.  It  is  now  the  only 
cotton-mill  at  Grecneville.  It  employs  150  males  and  300  females. 
Annual  product  valued  at  $400,000.  A  dyeing  establishment  is  con- 
nected with  the  mill,  and  the  goods  produced  are  mostly  colored  or  stripes. 
About  eighty  acres  of  land  belong  to  this  mill. 

Grecneville  has  been  particularly  noted  for  the  manufacture  of  paper. 

The  pajKir-mill  of  A.  H.  Hubbard,  removed  from  the  Falls  in  1860| 
employs  about  fifly  hands,  and  is  devoted  to  the  production  of  colored 
paper. 

The  paper-mill  of  the  Chelsea  Manufacturing  Co.,  at  Grecneville,  pro- 
duces that  description  of  paper  which  is  used  for  books  and  newspapers. 
In  1860,  when  this  mill  was  in  operation  to  its  full  extent,  it  was  elumed 
to  be  the  largest  paper-making  establishment,  not  only  in  the  United 
States,  but  the  largest  in  the  world. 

The  principal  building  is  875  feet  in  length,  and  several  detached 

*  Tho  house  on  this  fnrm  wns  tho  only  family  residenco  which  then  occapiod  the  seat 
of  tlie  present  Orconevillc,  which  has  a  popalatk>n  of  3000  or  more. 


620  HISTORY    OF    NORWIOH. 

buildings  for  various  operations  are  connected  with  the  works.  There  are 
twenty-six  engines  for  grinding  and  cleansing  the  rags,  and  six  for  con- 
verting the  pulp  into  paper. 

According  to  the  census  of  1860,  it  employed  75  males  and  105  fenialce, 
and  the  annual  value  of  product  was  estimated  at  $475,000.  A  large  pro- 
portion of  the  operatives  worked  twelve  hours  on  and  twelve  hours  ofT,  that 
is,  from  12  A.  M.  to  12  P.  M.,  or  vice  versa,  and  the  mill  was  kept  in  ope- 
ration from  Monday,  1  o'clock  A.  M.,  to  Saturday,  11  o'clock  P.  M. 

Messrs.  David  Smith  of  Norwich,  and  J.  C.  Hives,  former  publisher  of 
the  Congressional  Globe  at  Washington,  D.  C,  were  for  many  years 
prominent  proprietors  of  the  Chelsea  paper-mill,  and  under  their  control 
it  achieved  its  greatest  results.  It  was  sold  in  18G2  to  E.  6.  Bnrtow.* 
Other  clianges  have  since  taken  place  in  the  ownership,  and  the  mill  Iiaa 
declined  from  its  former  flourishing  condition.  Luden  with  incumbrances 
and  under  assignment,  it  was  sold  at  auction  in  Marcli,  18G5,  and  the 
equity  of  redemption  purdiascd  at  a  price  very  fur  below  tlie  original  cost 
of  the  works. 


Occom  Oompany. 

The  capabilities  of  the  lower  valley  of  the  Quincbaug  and  Slictucket 
rivers,  as  they  approach  tide-water,  for  manufacturing  pur:iuits,  have  long 
been  known  and  acknowledged,  but  they  have  hitherto  been  only  partially 
developed  and  improved.  The  tradition  is  uppurciitly  uutlieiilii',  that  tlie 
elder  Mr.  Slater  made  an  exploring  visit  to  this  region  about  the  year 
1805,  and  was  satisfied  with  its  water-power  ami  adaptability  to  manufac- 
turing purposes,  but  meeting  with  no  cordial  appreciation  or  readiness  of 
co-operation  from  the  merchants  and  capitalists,  he  turned  back  to  Rhode 
Island,  and  fixed  upon  Slaterville  as  the  site  of  the  second  cotton-mill  in 
America.  Norwich  was  then  expending  her  energies  in  commerce,  and 
had  given  but  little  attention  to  those  sources  of  wealth  that  were  treas- 
ured among  her  hills  and  along  her  water-courses. 

Of  late  years,  the  demands  of  the  manufacturing  interest  have  stimu- 
lated enterprise,  and  led  to  the  development  of  a  large  amount  of  unem- 
ployed water-power  within  our  bounds.  Business,  j)opulation  imd  ma- 
chinery are  gradually  winding  their  way,  guided  by  noisy  streams,  into 
the  secluded  haunts  of  the  neighborhood,  and  eating  out  the  heart  of  our 
most  picturesque  scenery.  But  this  is  a  cause  for  congratulation,  and  not 
for  complaint.  The  dash  of  falHng  waters,  the  songs  of  birds,  and  the 
roar  of  winds  among  the  trees  of  the  forest,  may  be  more  pleasing  to  the 
ear  and  imagination  than  the  thunder  and  clang  of  looms  and  wheels,  yet 

*  Mr.  Ilivcs  and  Mr.  Bartow  both  died  during  the  year  1864. 
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it  18  a  part  of  the  mission  of  objects  of  tasto  to  yield  gracefullj  to  those 
imperntivc  interests  tliat  provide  occupation  for  industry,  markets  for 
farmers,  and  comfortable  homes  for  the  multitude. 

The  Wequonuck  Company*  was  formed  in  1845,  with  a  small  capital  of 
$8000,  by  Charles  Bliss  and  others,  for  the  puqtose  of  occupying  what 
has  been  ciillcd  the  Bliss  privilege  on  the  Shctucket  river,  nof  far  from 
Eaglevillc.  The  rights  thus  obtained  were  not  used  by  the  company, 
and  the  charter  lay  dormant  for  nearly  twenty  years.  A  great  difficolty, 
which  long  obstructed  operations  in  this  district,  has  been  removed  by  the 
pasvsaj^e  of  a  flowage  law  by  the  Legislature  in  18G4. 

The  Occom  Company,  on  a  much  larger  scale  than  the  Wequonilck, 
was  orf;nnized  Oct.  14,  18Gi,  chiefly  through  the  exertions  of  Messrs. 
Moses  ricrcc  and  L.  W.  Carroll.  The  sum  of  $100,000  was  subscribed 
by  t\v(Mity  individuals,  and  the  charter  authorizes  an  increase  of  capital  to 

a  million. 

To  this  company  the  Wequonuck  Co.  assigned  all  their  rights  and  priv- 
ileges. This,  witli  other  purchases,  gave  them  about  800  acres  of  land  in 
Norwich  and  Lisbon,  and  the  control  of  the  whole  water-power— 44  feet— 
botwroii  I  ho  Ciireonoville  dam  and  Sprague.  These  privileges  have  been 
divided  iii(f)  two  sections,  with  the  center  or  seat  of  water-power  in  each| 
two  miles  apart. 

The-  np|)or  privilege  of  fourteen  feet  is  about  two  miles  from  Sprague* 
Here  a  dntii  of  solid  stone-work  has  been  built,  800  feet  long,  connected 
with  a  rolling-way  of  300  feet.  Canals  are  begun  each  side  of  the  river, 
and  two  rxtciisive  woolen-mills,  with  all  the  necessary  appendages  of  fac- 
tory villages,  are  in  progress. 

The  mill  nearest  the  dam, — that  of  Joseph  H.  Converse  &  Son, — ^is 
built  of  stone,  three  stones  high,  and  designed  for  six  sets  of  machinery. 
The  other,  also  of  stone,  to  be  four  stories  high,  with  seven  sets  of  ma- 
chinery, is  owned  by  a  company  of  which  R.  Q.  Hooper  is  the  general 
agent. 

The  lower  privilege  of  the  Occom  Co., — 30  feet, — ^lias  been  sold,  with 
550  acres  of  land,  to  l^Iessrs.  Tafl  &  Co.  of  Providence,  who  design  to 
make  it  the  seat  of  a  large  cotton-factory. 

When  these  prospective  works  arc  completed,  it  will  make  a  cordon  of 
mills  and  mill-villages  in  the  eastern  and  soutliem  part  of  Norwich,  some 
of  them  large  enough  for  independent  towns,  five  in  number,  and  two  miles 
apart,  viz.: 

Sprague,  Greeneville, 

Occom,  Norwich  Falls. 

Tails, 


*  Wcfiuoniirk,  (nhbrovintcd  by  tlio  first  settlers  to  Quonuck,)  is  tlio  Indian  namo  for 
tho  low  Imifl  on  tlio  Shctucket,  nbovo  nnd  bolow  tlio  junction  of  tlio  Qainobaug. 
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Fire-Arms. 

The  war  of  the  rebellion,  while  it  depressed  some  of  the  industrial 
interests  of  the  place,  gave  a  great  impetus  to  tlie  manufacture  of  fire- 
arms. Attempts  had  been  several  times  made  to  establbh  large  factories 
for  pistol-making  in  Norwich. 

The  most  considerable  undertaking  of  this  kind  was  that  of  Messrs. 
Allen  &  Thurber,  (Ethan  Allen  and  Charles  Thurber,)  who  set  up  a 
pistol-factory  at  the  Falls  in  1842.  They  made  revolving  pistols,  weigh- 
ing about  a  pound  and  a  half  each,  firing  six  balls  in  less  tluin  six  seconds. 
After  a  few  years  this  company  removed  their  establishment,  with  its 
operatives  and  their  families,  to  Worcester. 

In  1853,  Smith  &  Weston  established  a  rifle  and  pistol  factory  upon 
Central  Wliarf,  and  in  1854  secured  a  patent  for  a  volcanic  repeating 
pistol,  but  finding  themselves  restricted  in  point  of  room  for  their  opera- 
Uons,  they  removed  to  New  Haven,  where  a  company  was  formed  to  pur- 
sue the  business  on  a  larger  scale. 

The  Bacon  Manufacturing  Co.  next  made  its  appearance  in  the  city, 
adding  a  considerable  number  of  mechanics  to  the  population.  Tlie  pis- 
tols of  this  company  were  the  only  fire-arms  made  in  Norwich  when  the 
war  commenced ;  but  mechanical  enterprise  soon  took  a  sudden  turn  in 
that  direction. 

In  January,  18G2,  James  D.  Mowry  contracted  to  furnish  the  Govern- 
ment with  30,000  rifle  muskets  of  the  latest  Springfield  construction. 
The  barrels  were  made  at  Cole  &  Walker's,  (Franklin  street,)  tlio  locks  by 
C.  B.  llogerd  &  Co.  of  West  Chelsea,  ami  other  pieecs  at  Mowry'd  faelory 
ill  Grecnevillo. 

The  Norwich  Arms  Co.  was  stimulated  into  existence  by  the  war,  and 
soon  grew  to  gigantic  proportions,  filling  successive  contracts  and  f\irni:<h- 
ing  large  supplies  of  musketry  for  the  Government.  This  company  luicl 
two  establishments :  one  on  Franklin  street,  (occupying  the  premises  of 
Horace  Walker,)  where  the  barrels  and  bayoncits  were  made,)  and  the 
other  near  the  Shetucket,  for  the  department  of  stocks  and  locks.  They 
made,  besides  the  Springfield  musket,  a  new  kind  of  improved  rifle,  the 
invention  of  IMessrs.  Armstrong  &,  Taylor  of  Augusta,  Ky.  In  this  pro- 
cess each  gun  is  composed  of  forty-nine  parts,  each  part  accurately  fitting 
its  place  in  any  other  of  the  guns.  Any  barrel  will  fill  any  stock  ;  any 
screw  will  enter  any  hole  for  which  it  is  designed ;  and  out  of  the  heaps 
of  finished  parLs  a  musket  can  be  put  together  with  great  ease  and  celer- 
ity. The  completed  instrument  weighs  ten  pounds.  This  comj)any  had 
a  wonderful  accumulation  of  machinery  for  its  various  operations,  and 
hundreds  of  artizans  were  employed,  regulating  the  machines  and  attend- 
ing upon  thera  as  they  threw  out  their  millions  of  pieces  with  rapidity  and 
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precision.^  Heavy  reports  like  thunder  came  from  the  proving-room, 
where  the  barrels  were  tested.  They  were  loaded  with  heavy  charges, 
and  fired  by  a  train,  discharging  the  balls  into  banks  of  earth  prepared  to 
receive  them. 

Tlie  cessation  of  the  war  brought  this  establishment  to  a  sudden  close. 
The  company  failed,  and  tlic  usual  results  of  a  great  failure  succeeded. 
The  machinery  stopped,  the  workmen  were  disbanded,  the  property  was 
sacrificed  at  auction,  and  this  great  manufactory  of  warlike  instruments, 
that  at  one  time  occupied  a  large  space  in  the  public  interest,  now  belongs 
wholly  to  the  history  of  the  past. 


Miscellaneous  Notices. 

Tlie  indnstriol  pursuits  of  Norwich  arc  continually  increasing  in  num- 
ber, variety,  and  value.  They  are  too  numerous  and  variable  to  be  cir- 
cumstantially described.  We  can  only  briefly  notice  a  few  Which  belong 
to  the  liislory  of  the  past,  or  in  which  some  new  and  interesting  principle 
is  involvcMl.  • 

Abncr  T.  Pcarcc  was  at  one  time  extensively  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
turing business  in  Norwich.  Ho  had  a  largo  foundry  and  car-factory  in 
the  place,  and  wivs  also  concerned  in  a  car-factory  near  the  eastern  term- 
inus of  the  Erie  llailroad.  In  the  year  1853,  he  suddenly  failed  and 
absconded.  Afllcr  assigning  his  property  and  leaving  the  place,  it  was 
ascertained  tliat  he  had  issued  spurious  paper  to  a  very  large  amount,  and 
had  pursued  liis  businass  by  means  of  forged  signatures  for  several  years. 
He  fled  to  Cnlifornia,  and  aAcrward  to  South  America,  where,  according 
to  rcjjort,  he  died  in  1864. 

Christoplicr  C.  Brand  in  1852  obtained  a  patent  fbr  a  new ly-in vented 
whalinggim  and  bomb-lance.  A  musket  three  feet  long  discharges  a  gun 
twelve  feet  in  lengtli,  whicli  strikes  and  soon  explodes.  A  spacious  brick 
building  to  acconunodnte  these  works  was  erected  on  Franklin  street  in 
18G0. 

The  maiHifactnre  of  sewing-machines  of  the  Howe  patent  was  com- 
mnncnd  by  Grccnman  &  True,  on  Central  Wliarf,  in  1860.  This  estab- 
lishment brought  a  considerable  increase  of  population  to  the  city. 

A  steam  flouring  mill,  having  a  fifly-horse-power,  was  established  on 
Central  AVIiarf  by  Capt.  W.  W.  Coit  in  1855. 

The  Union  Machine  Co.,  Franklin  street,  and  Caleb  B.  Rogers  &  Co., 
machinists,  in  West  Chelsea,  are  companies  organized  on  the  joint-stock 
principle,  with  each  a  capital  of  $200,000. 

*  An  interesting  description  of  this  Norwich  Armory,  with  illustrations,  was  pah- 
lished  in  Harper's  Mogazino  for  March,  1664. 
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At  the  Boathcm  extremity  of  the  ciij  wo  Dnd  tlic  rolling-mill  andol 
frorka  of  tbo  Ucssi'ii  Mitcliclt,  bearing  tlic  compniiy  iiimio  of  llie  Tluiiuea 
Iron  Works.  At  GrocneviUe,  neiir  tlic  cnstern  bonier  of  the  city,  ia  tin 
Norwicli  Blenching  and  CitlcnUering  Co.,  wliicli  lina  been  many  years  io 
Operation,  employing  many  hands,  but  is  now  cnlai^ing  its  works  and 
proparing  for  a  buaincas  of  greater  extent 

Between  lliese.,  the  City  and  llio  Falls  are  studded  with  manufacturing 
establishments  of  greater  or  leas  extent,  for  too  numerous  to  be  doscritiol. 
Tbey  spread  also  into  the  town-plot. 

In  iLii  connection  we  must  not  fail  Io  notice  a  stock  company  wliicli  hta 
its  seat  on  the  western  border  of  the  town.  Though  aa  yet  of  no  product- 
ive value,  as  a  curious  item  of  history,  it  mnst  not  be  overlooked. 

The  Wiiwcckiis  Hill  Mining  Company  wna  lirst  fomicti  in  1H5],  and 
has  since  been  orgnniKcd  with  a  cnpilal  staled  at  $500,000;  Jca^  Fill- 
more  of  Providence,  President.  Tliia  company  is  bused  upon  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  rociis  where  it  is  located  contain  gold,  silver  and  nickel,  and 
a  lease  for  100  years  of  about  100  acres  of  land,  covering  the  location, 
bas  been  obtained. 

The  idcaof  iho  metalliferous  quality  of  the  rocks  was  first  suggested 
by  Q.  M.  Roberts,  a  young  man  whose  attention  waa  arrested  to  tlio  sub- 
ject by  what  seemed  to  him  a  smell  of  sulphur  when  llio  i-ock  was  broken. 
Reuben  Safford,  the  agent  of  the  company,  lias  dwelt  for  a  considerable 
time  alone  upon  the  premises,  and  has  made  repeated  usaays  in  digging 
and  exploring  [he  bed  of  rocks,  where  the  mine  is  siipiioscd  to  be  .■>itualcd. 
The  smelting  and  recltuming  process  has  not  been  initiated,  and  no  pure 
metid  has  yet  been  discovered  or  produced. 


CIIArXER   L. 

Mayors  of  the  Citt. 

NoR'VYicn  was  one  of  the  fiYe  cities  incorponitccl  bj  the  Legislature  of 
Connecticut  in  May,  1784.  It  included  Bean  Hill,  the  Falls,  the  Town- 
plot,  and  Chelsea.  The  Mayor  was  at  first  chosen  for  an  indefinite  term. 
The  succession  is  as  follows : 

1.  Benjamin  Huntington,  LL.  D.  Elected  July,  1784 ;  in  office  twelve 
years;  resigned  in  1796. 

This  first  IVIayor  of  the  City  was  one  of  the  most  honored  and  honor- 
able men  of  that  period, — a  statesman  of  incorruptible  integrity,  conspic- 
uous for  his  patriotic  service  in  the  town,  state,  and  general  government. 
He  was  a  State  Counsellor  during  the  Revolutionary  war ;  member  of  the 
Continental  Congress  in  1784,  and  of  the  Constitutional  Congress  in  1789, 
and  in  1793  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Connecticut. 
In  every  station  he  was  popular  and  faithful.  His  family  was  an  attract- 
ive social  center,  but  the  members  all  removed  to  other  scenes,  several  of 
his  children  gathering  families  around  them  at  Home,  N  .Y.  Judge  Hunt- 
ington himself  removed  thither  in  1796,  and  there  died  Oct  16,  1800. 
His  remains  were  brought  to  Norwich  and  laid  by  those  of  his  wife,  who 
was  a  daughter  of  Col.  Jabez  Huntington  of  Windham.  The  degree  of 
LL,  D.  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Yale  College,  where  he  graduated  in 
1761. 

2.  John  ]\IcLaran  Breed.  Elected  in  April|  1796;  two  years  in  office. 
He  died  May  31,  1798,  aged  50. 

Mr.  Breed  was  a  distinguished  lawyer,  noted  for  enterprise,  benevo- 
lence, and  public  spirit.  In  improvements  of  the  city,  made  in  the  way 
of  bridges,  streets,  wharves,  and  buildings,  he  took  a  leading  part.  His 
death  in  the  prime  of  usefulness  and  activity  was  lamented  as  a  public 
loss. 

3.  Elisha  Hyde.  Elected  in  June,  1798 ;  in  office  fifteen  years ;  died 
Dec  16, 1813,  in  the  63d  year  of  his  age. 

40 
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Mayor  TTydo  was  a  lawyer  of  good  i-epute,  universally  popular  in  Iiia 
native  town  for  Lis  nrbonity,  genial  temi>craniciit,  and  ovcrilowing  lieucr- 
olence  of  heart.  Ilis  wife,  wlio  was  a  diiugliter  of  Amos  Ilullnm  of  New 
London,  long  survived  her  Iiusband,  and  died  at  Black  Rock,  N.  V>,  Aug. 
2C,  ISJl,  aged  87.  Tliey  luul  two  daughlera, — the  youngast,  Ann  filuria, 
died  soon  after  her  father,  at  the  age  of  24.  Of  this  young  person,  lovely 
and  beloved,  a  memoir,  vrritten  by  the  companioa  of  her  youth, — Slias 
Hunlley,  afterward  Mrs.  Sigoumey, — was  published.  The  eldest  daugh- 
ter, Sarah,  bora  in  177C,  married  Capt.  Z.  P.  Burnham,  and  is  now  (I860) 
residing  with  her  son  at  Newatead,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.  She  has  becu  fifty- 
six  years  a  widow. 

4,  Calvin  Goddard.  Elected  in  February,  1814;  in  office  scrcuteea 
years ;  resigned  in  1831 ;  died  May  2,  1842,  aged  nearly  74  years. 

Judge  Goddard  was  a  native  of  Slu'ewsbury,  Mass.,  and  a  graduate  of 
Dartmouth  College,  lie  settled  at  Plainfield  iu  the  practice  of  tLo  law 
in  1791,  and  served  as  member  of  Congress  for  two  sessions,  from  1801 
to  1805.  He  removed  to  Norwich  in  1807,  where  he  purchased  for  Itia 
resideDCO  the  Dunham  house,  wliicli  included  in  its  grounds  iho  burial- 
place  of  the  Mohegan  sachems.  In  1816,  he  was  appointed  a  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  He  was  a  man  of  honorable  character  and  high 
attainments.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Levi  Hurt  of  Prcslon, 
and  a  grnnd-dnughter  of  Dr.  Bellamy.  Cliurles,  oldest  sou  of  Ciilvin 
Goddanl,  removed  to  Zancsville,  Ohio,  in  1817. 

Since  1631,  Uio  Mayor  has  been  elected  annually. 

6.  James  Lanman.    Elected  June  6, 13S1 1  in  office  three  years. 

Mr.  Lanman  was  bom  ia  Norwich,  June  14, 1769 ;  graduated  at  Yule 
College  in  1788,  and  chose  the  law  for  his  profession,  in  which  he  sood 
acquired  distinguished  rank,  and  successively  filled  various  important  pub- 
lic offices.  He  was  Senator  in  Congress  from  1819  to  1625,  aad  for  Hiree 
years  Judge  of  the  Supremo  Court  of  Connecticut.  He  died  Aug.  7, 
1841,  aged  72.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  the  first  Peter  T^nnmnn  of  Nor- 
wich.   His  mother  was  Sarah,  daughter  of  Samuel  Coit  of  Preston. 

6.  Francis  Asher  Perkins :  1834 ;  one  year. 

Mr.  Perkins  entered  early  upon  a  mercantile  life,  and  ezperienoed  ita 
usoal  vicissitudes  of  alternate  success  and  disappointment.  He  waa  at 
one  period  a  broker  in  Boston,  and  during  the  latter  years  of  bis  life,  Buo- 
cessively  cashier  of  the  Korwich  Bank  and  treasurer  of  the  SaTtngs 
Sodety.**  lilirongh  life  be  was  devoted  (o  the  interests  of  religion  and 
humani^.    Upright  in  conduct,  with  a  genial  disposition  and  well-culd- 


HI8T0BT    OF    NOBWIOH.  627 

vated  mind,  he  kept  on  fresh  and  serene  to  the  last,  a  beloved  officer  in 
the  church,  a  diligent  student  and  acceptable  teacher  of  Bible  truth.  He 
died  March  27, 1863,  aged  78.  His  father,  Hezekiah  Perkins,  died  in 
1822.  His  mother,  Sarah  Fitch,  was  a  grand-daughter  of  Joseph  Fitch, 
the  eighth  son  of  the  revered  founder  of  the  Norwich  Church. 

Mr.  Perkins  was  the  last  Major  over  the  old  city,  whose  limits  were 
coincident  with  those  of  the  town. 

7.  Charles  W.  RockwelL  Elected  in  1835;  in  office  three  years; 
chosen  again  in  184G. 

8.  Charles  James  Lanman ;  1838,  one  year. 

Mr.  Lanman  is  a  son  of  Senator  Lanman,  fifth  Mayor  of  the  city.  He 
resided  a  few  years  in  Norwich,  but  has  since  removed. 

9.  William  C.  Oilman ;»  1839,  one  year. 

Mr.  Oilman  was  a  native  of  Exeter,  N.  H.,  and  was  first  initiated  into 
mercantile  pursuits  in  Boston,  but  nearly  thirty  years  of  the  most  active 
and  energetic  portion  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Norwich. 

As  a  man  of  business  he  was  acute  in  perceiving  capabilities  and  ardent 
in  tlie  presentation  of  them  to  others ;  always  prompt  and  persevering  in 
promoting  plans  and  pursuits  calculated  to  develop  the  resources  or  ad- 
vance the  moral  and  religious  interests  of  the  community. 

The  period  of  Mr.  Oilman's  residence  in  Norwich  was  marked  not  only 
by  the  stimulus  given  to  manufactures  at  the  Falls  and  on  the  Shetucket, 
and  the  increase  of  business  in  general,  but  by  fresh  interest  in  the  cause 
of  temperance,  improvements  in  churches,  and  the  establishment  of  Sab- 
bath Schools.  All  these  undertakings  were  deeply  indebted  not  only  to 
his  forecast,  but  to  his  advocacy  and  personal  service. 

Mr.  Oilman  was  also  a  man  of  taste  and  research ;  one  who  delighted 
in  collecting  memorials  of  the  past,  exploring  the  antiquities  of  the  coun- 
try, and  commemorating  the  old  heroic  Red  men  of  the  land. 

Tlie  failure  of  the  large  manufacturing  companies  with  which  he  had 
been  connected,  led  the  way  to  his  removal  from  Norwidi  about  the  year 
1845.  The  later  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  New  York,  where  he 
died  June  6,  1863.  His  remains  were  brought  to  Norwich  for  inter- 
ment 

10.  John  Breed,  1840 ;  in  office  two  years,  and  elected  again  in  1845. 

*  This  was  an  oxciting  and  warmly  contested  election, — made  so  bjr  political  parti- 
zanship.  Meetings  were  held  on  the  3d,  lOth  and  1 4th  dajs  of  Jnne,  and  sncccssire 
ballotings  tried  each  day  without  resulting  in  a  choice.  The  meeting  was  then  ad« 
journed  to  the  24th,  when  the  election  was  dedded  by  216  voles  oat  of  378. 
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18.  John  Danham,  1847 ;  in  office  two  yeara.  "^I 

14.  Wm.  A.  Buckingham,  1849 ;  in  office  two  years. 

15.  La  Fayette  S.  Foster,  1851 ;  in  office  two  years* 

16.  Erastos  WilliamS|  1858 ;  in  office  two  years. 

17.  Wm.  L.  Brewer,  1855 ;  in  office  one  year. 

Wm.  A.  Buckingham,  re-elected  1856;  in  office  two  years. 

18.  Amos  W.  Prentice,  1858  ;*  in  office  two  years. 

19.  James  S.  Carew,  1860;  in  office  two  years. 

20.  James  Lloyd  Greene,  1862 ;  still  in  office. 

This  is  the  third  instance  in  which  the  father  and  son  have  held  the 
office ;  the  present  Mayor  being  the  son  ofUhe  11th. 

Of  these  twenty  presiding  officers,  ten  are  yet  on  the  stage  of  life,  and 
the  last  eight  are  residents  of  the  city,  (January,  1866.) 


LL.D. 

This  honorary  degree  has  been  conferred  upon  four  citizens  of  Norwich. 
Governor  Samuel  Huntington  received  it  from  the  two  colleges  of  Dart- 
mouth and  Yale. 

Benjamin  Huntington,  first  Mayor  of  the  City,  from  Yale. 

Henry  Strong,  also  from  Yale,  "  in  testimony  of  Lis  professional  emi- 


nence." 


La  Fayette  S.  Foster,  from  Brown  University. 


Among  the  membei'S  of  the  legal  profession,  claimed  by  the  town  as 
natives,  Henry  Strong  stands  pre-eminent.  As  a  lawyer  and  jurist,  he 
was  exact  in  detail,  and  yet  profound  and  comprehensive ;  acute  in  dis- 
cerning the  truth  amid  complicated  statements,  and  persistent  in  his  exer- 
tions to  clear  up  a  doubtful  point.  It  may  justly  be  said  that  he  imparted 
dignity  and  respectability  to  the  profession,  preserving  in  his  legal  busi- 
ness as  counselor,  arbiter,  and  advocate,  the  same  unyielding  integrity  that 
marked  his  private  life.  Native  ability,  untiring  industry,  and  adherence 
to  principle,  harmoniously  wrought  together,  formed  his  ciiaracter. 

*  This  was  an  exciting  election.  On  the  first  day,  714  ballots  wero  cast ;  for  A.  W. 
Prentice,  351.  As  this  >viis  not  a  majority,  no  choice  was  made.  At  the  second  meet- 
ing, 932  votes  were  polled  ;  for  Prentice,  492,  which  decided  tho  election  iu  his  favor. 


^fei^--^- 
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His  disposition  and  habits  were  so  retiring  that  his  reputation  was 
scarcely  commensurate  with  his  worth.  He  refused  uniformly  to  be  con- 
sidered a  candidate  for  public  office,  otherwise  the  communitj  would  have 
assigned  to  him  gladly  the  responsibilities  and  honors  of  high  official 
trust. 

Mr.  Strong  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  180G,  was  for  two  years  tutor 
in  the  institution,  and  at  a  subsequent  period  was  invited  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  the  faculty  as  professor  of  law,  but  declined  the  appointment  He 
died  Nov.  12, 1852. 


PruidenHal  EUetorsfrcm  Norvoich. 

Joshua  Huntington,  1805, — 5th  presidential  election;  Thomas  Jefferson 
elected :  opposition  candidate,  C.  C.  Pinckncy. 

Calvin  Goddard,  1813, — 7th  presidential  election;  James  Madison 
elected :  opposition  candidate,  DeWitt  Clinton. 

Charles  W.  Hockwell,  1845, — 15th  presidential  election;  James  K* 
Polk  elected :  opposition  candidate,  Henry  Clay. 

William  A.  Ikckingham,  1857, — 18tli  presidential  election;  James 
Buchanan  elected ;  opposition  candidate,  J.  C.  Fremont 

In  these  four  elections  Connecticut  gave  her  whole  vote  for  the  minority 
candidate. 


Members  of  Congress  wlio  were  residents  and  citizens  ofNorwichy  andRep- 

resentatives  of  Ms  part  of  OonnectietU* 

1.  Gov.  Samuel  Huntington,  President  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

2.  Judge  Benjamin  Huntington,  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  also 
a  member  under  the  Constitution  from  1789  to  1791. 

3.  Calvin  Goddard,  M.  C.  from  1801  to  1805;  afterward  Judge  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  Connecticut 

4.  General  Ebcnezer  Huntington,  an  officer  of  tlie  Revolution, — twice 
elected  to  Congress,  in  1810  and  again  in  1817. 

5.  James  Lanman ;  U.  S.  Senator  for  six  years,  from  1819  to  1825. 

G.  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  M.  C.  from  1829  to  1834;  U.  S.  Senator 
from  1840  to  his  death, — six  years.  Between  these  two  periods  of  Con- 
gressional duty,  he  served  as  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Errors  and 
of  the  Superior  Court  of  Connecticut  He  died  Nov.  1, 1847,  aged  59. 
Senator  Huntington  was  widely  known  and  appreciated  for  his  prudence, 
sagacity  and  decision  as  a  counselor  and  judge. 

7.  John  A.  Rockwell,  M.  C.  from  1845  to  1849.  Mr.  Rockwell  was 
for  many  years  a  successful  practitioner  in  the  Court  of  Claims  at  Wash- 
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inglon,  nnrl  in  connection  willi  litis  branch  of  public  business,  iligx:s(cd  nnJ 
jiublislied  a  work  on  Sponisli  and  Slexicnn  liiw.  In  polilicnl  life  lie  was 
more  of  n  nalionnl  man  tbnn  n  [inrlixau;  n  tttic  tovur  ot  his  counlry ; 
warmly  interested  ia  ita  [>ast  liiator;',  honoring  its  founders,  and  Srmly 
llclieving  in  its  high  mission  to  oxpiuid  the  bounditries  of  knowledge  nnd 
free  governmenL  lie  dieil  nt  WiwUington,  Feb.  10,  1801,  aged  50.  His 
remains  were  interred  at  Nornicli. 

e.  La  Fayello  S.  Foster,  U.  S.  Senator  since  1855.  Mr.  Foster  Lj  a 
native  of  Frauklin,  boin  Nov.  22,  1806,  onJ  a  graduate  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity. As  a  lawyer  and  political  orator,  he  has  nc^xuired  an  lionomble 
repulatioii,  and  is  particularly  noted  for  the  tnct,  decision  and  imporiinlily 
that  are  necessary  lo  make  n  good  presiding  olliccr  in  large  assemblies. 
This  Uaa  been  manifiistcd  in  his  public  life,  ns  Mayor  of  llie  City,  clinir- 
man  of  many  political  meetings.  Speaker  of  the  Connecticnt  House  of 
Beprcscntutives,  and  President  pro  tern,  of  the  U.  S,  Senate.  To  tliia 
last  office  lie  was  chosen  at  the  first  session  of  tlie  30th  Congreu,  Marcli 
C,  18G5. 


The  following  members  of  Congress  from  other  Stales  a 
Norwich,  in  lis  present  limits : 

Fhinens  L.  Tracy,  fi-om  New  York.     William  Woodbridgc,  from  Sticli. 
Albert  II.  Tracy,      "  "  Charles  Miner, 

Erastus  Corning,     "  **  Tliotniu  L.  Ilonu,         "    IIL 

Abel  Huntington,     "  " 
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DtMott  ofPenont  eonnteUd  with  the  Legal  Profestion. 

1.  J,  CW.  Trumbull,  a  native  of  Lebanon,  settled  nt  Norwich  in  1815; 
died  Sept.  5, 1852,  aged  G5. 

2.  Roswell  Morgan,  died  July  12,  1853,  aged  77. 

3.  Jamea  Stedmon,  a  native  of  Hampton,  graduated  at  Yale  in  1801> 
and  remained  as  tutor  for  two  years ;  studied  law  with  Thcotlora  Dwiglil, 
and  entered  into  praetieo  at  Norwioh  in  1806.  lie  was  for  many  ycnra 
Clerk  of  the  Coiinly  CourL  In  private  life  he  was  social  and  hospitable; 
in  his  profession  a  wbo  and  safe  counselor,  and  in  the  cliurch  a  revered 
and  beloved  officer.     He  died  May  18,  1856,  aged  7G. 

.   i,  George  Bliss,  County  Sbcrilf,  died  at  the  old  homestead  of  hia  an- 
cestors, in  the  town-plot,  Sept.  12,  1857,  aged  53. 

5.  Asa  Child,  d.  May  11,  1858,  aged  50. 

C.  George  B.  Itipley,  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court,  d.  July  9,  1858. 

7.  Levi  H.  Goddard,  d.  May  0,  1862,  aged  53. 
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8.  Edmund  Perkins,  d.  Aug.  2,  1865,  aged  46. 

9.  Joseph  Williams,  d.  Nov.  28, 1865,  in  the  87th  year  of  his  age. 
Mr.  Williams  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1798,  in  a  class  of  twenty- 

one,  and  for  several  of  the  last  years  of  his  life  his  name  was  the  only  one 
in  the  catalogue  of  the  class  against  which  the  ominous  asterisk  was  not 
placed.  lie  studied  law  in  New  Haven,  and  was  in  the  oflice  and  family 
of  the  Hon.  Simeon  Baldwin  at  the  time  of  tlie  sudden  decease  of  his 
father,  Gen.  Joseph  Williams,  in  October,  1800.  lie  soon  entered  into 
practice  in  his  native  town,  and  his  father  having  lefl  a  young  family  and 
an  crabarmssed  estate,  he  was  not  only  brother,  but  father,  friend  and 
guardian  to  the  remainder  of  the  household,  administering  to  their  welfare 
and  success  in  life  with  duteous  alTcctipn  and  persistent  generosity.  Dur- 
ing the  sixty  years  that  he  had  an  ofTice  in  the  city,  ho  held  a  great  variety 
of  public  oHiccs,  and  discliargcd  the  duties  of  each  with  fidelity  and  dis- 
cretion. In  1813-H,  an  exciting  pcrioil  of  the  war  witli  Great  Britain, 
Joseph  Williams  and  Nathaniel  Sliipman  were  the  calm,  judicious  men 
that  the  town  sent  to  represent  them  in  the  Legislature.  Mr.  Williams 
was  for  a  scries  of  years  the  State  agent  for  the  Mohegans,  and  in  his 
roltMitivo  motnory  various  interesting  incidents,  gathered  in  his  intercourse 
with  the  tribe,  were  trcjisured. 

He  was  justice  of  the  i)cace  forty  years ;  alderman  of  the  city  twenty- 
two  years;  the  first  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, and  lioM  the  oflice  nearly  fifty  years,  beginning  with  1803 ;  cashier 
of  the  JSIcrchants*  Bank  upwards  of  forty  years,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  president  of  the  Norwich  Savings  Society,  of-  which  he  was  one  of 
the  original  corporators. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  for  thirty-five  years, 
and  in  his  conduct  and  conversation  a  consistent  Christian.* 

Of  the  living  members  of  the  Norwich  bar,  the  oldest  on  the  list  is 
Samuel  C.  IVIor^^an.  He  is  a  native  of  Lisbon ;  commenced  practice  in 
Jewel t  City  in  1816,  but  has  been  for  nearly  thirty  years  a  resident  in 
Nor^vich. 

Tiie  whole  number  in  the  town,  enrolled  as  attorneys  at  the  present  date, 
is  nearly  thirty.  Those  who  have  been  in  practice  for  thirty  years  or 
more,  aro 

George  Perkins,  John  T.  Adams, 

La  Fayette  S.  Foster,  John  T.  Wait 

*  Mr.  Williams  took  n  Iircl7  interest  in  the  proposals  of  the  autlior  of  this  work  to 
prepare  a  complete  history  of  the  town,  and  when  the  earlier  pages  went  to  the  press, 
was  still  on  the  stnfro  of  life.  It  is  a  source  of  painful  regret  that  many  aged  citizens 
from  whose  reminiscences  so  many  interesting  facts  have  been  derived,  should  have 
passed  awaj  witliont  sharing  in  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  finished  work. 
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Physicians  of  Norwich. 

John  Olnuttad,  (or  ITolmsleml,)  one  of  the  Qrat  company  of  selllei-s  froui 
Snybi-ook  in  1C60 ;  diea  in  1G8(J. 

Samuel  AboU,  oldest  son  of  Caleb  and  Margaret  (Post)  AlcU ;  ho  ilicd 
Nov.  21, 1731,  aged  5D. 

Solomon  Tracj/,  a  youth  at  the  time  of  the  Bettlcment ;  d.  July  2,  1732, 
Bgcd  about  80. 

Oahh  BttthiuU,  a  nativo  of  the  town ;  A.  Feb.  IS,  1725,  agtd  46. 

SamutlLaw,  a  transient  resident,  1718-20. 

Robert  BeU,  from  Ipawich  ;  father-in-law  of  Capt.  John  Fillmore  ;  died 
Aug.  23,  1727. 

David  Hartshorn,  from  Reading,  Mass.,  abont  1700 ;  selllcd  at  the  West 
Fanna ;  d.  Nov,  3,  1738,  aged  82. 

Mijah  Hartshorn,  also  of  the  West  Farms,  practising  in  1780  and 
onward ;  d.  in  1839,  aged  85. 

John  &Ain,  of  West  Farms ;  d.  March  2,  17i2,  aged  40. 

Thomas  Warden,  d.  1769  ;  bo  had  probably  been  in  practice  more  tliaii 
thirty  years. 

Christopher  Bunlinglon,  son  of  that  Chrlslopher  who  was  tlie  flrst-bom 
son  of  Norwich,  lie  married  for  bid  first  wife  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Caleb 
Abell,  and  settled  in  tho  parish  of  New  Concord.  Ttiat  Ito  was  a  physi- 
cian wo  infer  from  tho  title  of  Doctor  which  was  attached  to  his  unino  in 
1718.  1 

Ckritlopher  Huntington,  son  of  tho  aboro,  bom  in  1710,  died  in  1800. 
A  third  Dr.  Cliristopher  Huntington,  son  of  the  lost  named,  Ihougli  a  rc^ 
ular  and  highly  esteemed  physician,  does  not  properly  belong  to  our  list,  as 
he  practised  in  Bozrah  after  it  became  a  distinct  town. 

Joseph  Perkins,  of  Newent  Society ;  graduated  at  Yalo  College  in  1727, 
and  in  1 729  was  styled  tha  town  doctor.  He  was  distinguished  for  surgical 
skill  as  well  as  for  saccessful  treatment  of  diseases.  He  died  July  7, 1794, 
aged  90. 

Joseph  Perkins,  oldest  son  of  the  above,  bom  in  1733,  was  alsoa  prac- 
dsing  physician,  studying  with  his  father,  hut  not  taking  n  degree.  He 
was  tho  father  of  Major  Joseph  Perkins  of  Norivicli,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  37. 

Benjamin  Wheat,  from  Cambridge,  Mass.,  settled  in  Norwich  as  a  phy- 
siuan  about  1730 ;  died  in  1758,  aged  49. 

John  Barker,  of  Norwich  West  Farms,  forty  years  in  practice,  and  first 
President  of  the  County  Medical  Society.  He  died  June  IS,  1791,  aged 
62.  A  contemporary  notice  gives  him  credit  for  a  "peculiar  readiness  to 
communicate  for  general  informaUon  whatever  his  penoti-ating  genius,  per- 
severing observation  and  long  experience  bad  brought  to  view." 
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Samuel  H.  Barkery  of  West  FannB ;  i.  June  11, 1794,  in  the  SOth  year 
of  his  age. 

"  If  worth  and  merit  from  death's  jawi  could  sare, 
Barker,  our  friend,  had  always  shunned  the  grare." 

[Obituary  Tcrscs  by  one  of  his  pupils. 

T/ieophUus  HogerSy  a  son  of  Capt  Ezekiel  Rogers  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  re* 
moved  to  Norwich  about  1720 ;  d.  Sept  29, 1753,  aged  54. 

Ezekiel  Rogers^  oldest  son  of  the  above,  was  prepared  for  the  medical 
profession,  but  died  at  the  age  of  22. 

Theophtlus  Rogers^  Jr.,  like  his  brother,  acquired  his  professional  knowl- 
edge by  study  and  practice  with  his  father.  His  name  stands  first  on  the 
list  of  eleven  physicians  who  in  1773  applied  to  the  Legislature  for  per- 
mission to  orgnniKC  a  State  Medical  Society.  Dr.  Rogers  was  afterwards 
President  of  the  New  London  County  Medical  Association.  He  was 
highly  esteemed,  not  only  as  a  physician,  but  for  public  spirit  and  social 
amenity.  He  was  nearly  fifty  years  in  practice,  and  died  Sept  29, 1801, 
aged  70. 

Elisha  TSracy,  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1738,  and  studied  for  his 
profession  with  the  senior  Dr.  Rogers.  He  was  eminently  skillful  in  med- 
icine niul  surgery,  niid  one  of  the  earliest  advocates  for  inoculation  as  a 
preventive  of  small  pox.     He  died  May  1, 1783,  aged  71. 

Philemon  Tracy,  son  to  the  above ;  fifly-five  years  in  practice,  an  able 
physician,  faithful  in  his  vocation,  respected  and  beloved  in  the  commu- 
nity, lie  was  distinguished  for  his  skill  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  dis- 
eases ;  discriminating,  thorough  and  attentive  in  all  his  professional  duties. 
He  died  April  2G,  1837,  aged  80. 

EUhu  Marvin,  a  native  of  Lyme ;  student  and  son-in-law  of  the  second 
Dr.  Thcophilus  Rogers.  He  had  been  a  lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  was  appointed  brigadier-general  of  militia  in  1793.  He  died  of 
yellow  fever  in  1798,  aged  45. 

Setli  Marvitiy  a  young  physician  who  studied  and  practised  in  Norwich, 
but  died  at  sea  in  the  ship  Hope  in  1799. 

Jonathan  Marshy  practised  in  Norwich ;  joined  the  expedition  agamst 
Crown  Point  as  a  surgeon  in  1755 ;  died  in  17GG. 

Jonathan  Marsh,  Jr.,  noted  for  surgical  skill,  and  particularly  in  the  line 
of  bone-setting.     He  died  April  17,  1798,  aged  44. 

Elisha  Lord,  nephew  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lord  of  the  First  Church.  He 
served  in  the  army  on  the  Canadian  frontier  as  a  surgeon ;  died  March  16, 
17  08,  aged  40. 

Doctor  Lodemoyhom  in  Norwich, March  16, 1759;  died  in  Canterbury, 
Feb.  21, 1855,  nearly  96  years  of  hge. 

Richard  Tosor,  a  student  with  Dr.  Benjamin  Wheat  He  joined  the 
Louisburg  expedition  in  1745,  as  surgeon's  mate,  and  never  returned* 
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Dominie  Touiain.  On  ihe  grave-stone  of  Col.  Jolin  Durkoc  is  Uie  foU 
lowiDg  mcmoriol : 

"  In  inciiior]' of  Doct'  Damia'ia  Toiu»ia  wlio  wiu  lost  En  &  IiuiTieano  in  Munrli  ITS3 

in  ju  ai*'  yau  of  lii»  ngo." 

Benjamin  Moore  pmclice'l  n  few  yt&Ti  at  the  Laniling.  In  1703,  bo 
advertised  iliat  he  was  about  to  leavo  Norwich,  lie  died  in  Ifcmaram, 
not  loDg  adorward. 

Aior,  ton  oj"  Eliphtdct  OartiD,  a  ahorl  time  in  practice,  but  ufitt  abroad 
for  lib  health,  and  died  on  lila  passage  from  London  to  New  York,  Jan. 
:8.  1800. 

Philip  TSirner,  student  and  son-in-law  of  Dr.  Eliaha  Tracy,  sut^eon- 
general  uf  the  Eastern  depurlmcnt  in  [he  Itevolutionary  war.  In  llie  line 
of  surgery  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  medical  faculty  in  this  country. 
The  credit  lius  been  awarded  to  him  of  being  the  first  surgeon  in  Americn 
that  performed  the  operation  of  lying  the  femoral  artery.  lie  died  itt  New 
York  in  1815,  aged  75. 

John  Turner,  son  of  the  above,  a  man  of  genint  disposition  and  genuine 
benevolence ;  ns  a  physician,  skillful  aiid  popular.  He  died  Muy  7, 1837, 
aged  73. 

George  W.  Trotl  sludied  w!lh  Dr.  Tracy,  and  was  licensed  by  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society.  His  ciird,  olfcring  lils  ecrvicus  tii  n  physicinn 
at  Norwich,  was  diiled  Jan.  18,  1803.  Ho  soon  removed  to  Wilkeabjirrc, 
Penn. 

Senjamin  Jiutler  Btudicd  willi  Ttr.  Turner,  practiced  a.  tihort  liino  in 
Nomich,  nnd  then  removed  to  New  York. 

Oharlei  Wortitington,  in  the  year  1800,  olTercd  liis  scrvicei  ns  a  physi- 
cian, advertising  tliat  he  had  been  licensed  by  the  Medical  Society. 

Lemuel  Boiweli,  for  many  years  the  principal  practicing  physician  in 
Chelsea;  died  Aug.  18,  1804,  nged  69. 

Titomai  B.  Boneell,  died  Feb.  3,  1829,  aged  49. 

George  Tiidale,  began  practice  at  Norwich  in  June,  1799,  and  died  in 
November,  1824,  aged  61. 

Nathan  Tiedale,  died  July  15,  1830,  aged  58.  These  were  brothers, 
and  natives  of  Lebanon.* 

Rufut  Ridding,  removed  from  Nantucket  to  Norwich-town  in  1612; 
died  Aug.  22, 1830,  aged  70. 

Alfred  E.  Perkins,  son  of  Major  Joseph  Perkins,  graduated  at  Tale 
College  in  1830 ;  acquired  [he  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1833,  hut  died  Oct.  29, 
1834,  before  entering  on  professional  duly.  He  was  a  young  man  of  high 
attainments  nnd  fine  promise.     In  his  jvill  lie  bequeathed  to  the  Libnuy 

'  Ocorge  H.,  only  iOn  of  Dr.  Natlmn  Tisdale,  omignted  to  Ataboma  in  1S3T,  and 
there  died  at  Selraa,  Sept.  23, 1865,  «ged  fit. 
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of  Yale  Collego  a  fund  of  $10,000,  the  interest  to  be  used  in  the  purchase 
of  books.* 

Ohauncey  Burgess,  died  Aug.  8, 1850,  aged  5G. 

John  P,  FuUer,  died  May  15,  1861,  of  scarlet  fever.  Dr.  Fuller  was 
originally  from  Providence,  but  had  practiced,  before  removing  to  Nor^ 
wicli,  in  Salem,  Ct.  He  had  a  wide-extended  popularity,  as  a  skillful 
surgeon  and  successful  practitioner,  and  was  often  summoned  to  neighbor- 
ing towns  for  operation  or  advice  in  critical  cases. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  more  than  twenty  surgeons  and  physi- 
cians, practitioners  of  the  different  systems,  in  the  town.  Ilichard  P. 
Tracy  is  the  veteran  of  the  list,  having  been  nearly  fifty  years  in  practice. 

TVortliinglon  Hooker,  a  native  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  began  to  practice 
in  Norwich  in  1829.  lie  removed  to  New  Haven  in  1852,  and  has  since 
been  connected  with  the  Medical  Department  of  Yale  College. 

William  P.  Eaton,  a  native  of  Plainfield,  has  been  for  forty-six  years 
a  resident  in  Norwich, — Nov.  19,  1819,  being  the  date  of  his  settlement 
in  the  place  as  a  medical  practitioner.  He  withdrew  from  professional 
practice  after  a  few  years,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness ;  taking  always  an  active  interest  in  the  public  improvements,  discus- 
sions, and  municipal  affairs  of  the  city. 

Elijah  Dyer,  originally  from  Canterbury,  has  been  for  nearly  forty  years 
a  resident  of  the  town,  and  in  constant  practice. 

Ralph  Fnrnsworth,  a  native  of  Groton,  Mass.,  began  his  professional 
career  in  Norwich  in  1826. 

Asliijcl  15.  llaile,  from  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  about  the  year  1840. 

These  are  the  only  physicians  in  town  whose  practice  extends  over 
twenty  years. 


Druggists. 

The  following  persons,  bearing  the  title  of  Doctor,  were  probably  drug- 
gists, and  not  practicing  physicians : 

Dr.  ^IcClurc,  of  Norwich,  1791. 

Dr.  Joseph  Coit,  who  died  Dec.  18,  1799. 

Dr.  Gunlon  Lathrop,  son  of  Azariah,  1800 ;  died  1828. 

Dr.  Joseph  Thomas,  died  April  20,  1840,  aged  68. 

The  most  noted  druggists  of  the  place,  in  modem  days,  whose  names 
now  belong  to  the  history  of  the  past,  are  the  following : 

*  This  wns  the  thinl  considcrahio  donation  to  Yalo  College  from  citizens  of  Norwich, 
^lajor  Jamcfl  Fitch  endowed  it  in  its  infancj  with  637  acres  of  land  in  the  town  of  Kil- 
lingly,  and  Dr.  Daniel  Lathrop  in  1782  left  a  legacy  to  tho  Collego  of  £500. 
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Dwight  Ilipley,  died  Nov.  18, 1835,  aged  71.* 

Samuel  Tyler,  d.  Sept.,  1851,  aged  80  ycara  and  20  days. 

William  S.  Tyler,  d.  Seiit.  29,  18G4,agad  57. 

Cliarlea  Lee,  d.  Oct.  20,  18G5,  i^d  75. 

Dr.  Lee,  of  the  finn  of  Lee  &  Oagood,  entered  into  llie  dnig  business 
at  Norwich  iit  1831.  He  was  brollmr  to  Dr.  Stunuel  Lee  of  Winilham, 
the  original  proprietor  of  the  Windiiam  Lee's  PiSs,  (as  dislinguialied  from 
the  pilla  of  Dr.  S.  II.  P.  Lee  of  New  London,)  and  succeeded  Litn  in 
making  and  vending  this  popular  Bpecifict 


The  69th  Annual  Meeting  of  tlie  Slate  Medical  Society  was  lield  at 
Norwich,  May  9,  1SS5,  by  invitation  of  the  City  Medical  AssotdatioD. 
It  had  never  before  lield  its  anniversniy  except  at  one  of  the  State  cap- 
itals. Dr.  Jonathan  ICaiglit  of  New  Haven  waa  present,  who  47  years 
before  had  been  the  principal  of  the  Proprietora'  School  in  Norwich. 


Bminat  Sktlches  and  Current  Events. 

After  tlie  Revolution,  the  growth  of  Chelsea  in  buildings,  poi)i]Iatioa, 
and  commerce,  waa  rapid,  and  llio  tide  of  prosperity  coalinued  without 
any  serious  chock  to  Ihe  close  of  the  century. 

Thontai  JUum/ord  was  a  thriving  niei-chani,  living  in  handsome  style, 
and  was  extensively  known  as  a  gentleman  and  a  patriot.  He  diet!  in 
1799. 

Joseph  Bowland  waa  in  business  at  Norwich  for  nearly  forty  years.  lie 
came  to  the  place  about  the  year  1770 ;  married  Lydia,  daughter  of  Capt- 
William  Coit,  May  27, 1772,  and  was  made  a  freeman  in  1773.  He  was 
afterword  of  the  firm  of  Howland  &  Coit,  Norwich,  Howland  &  Allyn, 
New  London,  and  at  a  later  period,  in  connection  with  his  son,  Joseph 
Howland,  Jr.,  and  Jesse  Brown,  Jr.,  cslablislied  the  firm  of  Howland, 
Brown  &  Co.    This  concern  owned  and  fitted  out  the  ship  Charlotte,  and 

*  J.  D.  Biple;,  a  gnudson  of  Sr.  Dwight  Biplej,  porished  in  the  baraiiig  of  the 
■leamcr  CoraDtonwoaltli  at  Qrolon,  Ct.,  Doc.  39,  I8G5.  lie  was  ooeagod  la  medical 
itudlM  wlicu  tbo  WOT  commoncoil,  amt  onlist«d  in  tho  I8ih  C.  V.  oa  Uoijiltal  Stovan], 
bat  often  daring  bit  Ihrea  jeara'  wrrice  petfonned  the  duties  of  Auistont  SurgeoD, 
porticuliU'ly  at  Wiochoater,  wbon  he  was  left  by  the  enemy  in  cbtige  of  tbo  MTcrolj 
woondod.  On  retiring  fnm  tbe  aroiy,  be  reionied  the  itndy  of  hU  proltxuon,  and  had 
been  atteodiDg  medical  lectoiee  io  New  York,  prac^ing  aUo  in  the  wardi  ol  the  bo*, 
pitat,  and  waa  retnniing  homa  to  spend  the  holidays,  whoa  bo  met  with  Ml  aatimolj- 
fkte, — being,  ni  it  was  rappo»od,  gufTocatcd  in  bu  berth. 

t  BeTora  Dr.  Lee  lemoved  to  Norwich,  he  had  been  in  bosinoai  at  Willinunttc,  and 
was  bu^lj  instrantentnl  in  eatabtiahing  a  Congregational  church  in  that  Tillage,  oT 
wMch  cburch  ho  waa  the  flrat  deacon,  and  aaperintandent  of  ita  fint  Sabbath  School. 
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fiomc  flfleen  or  twenty  brigs,  schooners  and  sloops ;  often  having  on  hand 
live  stock  sufficient  for  three  or  four  deck-loads  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
inboard  freight  to  a  proportionate  extent  This  partnership  was  dissolved 
in  May,  1806. 

Mr.  Ilowlahd  built  the  house  on  Union  street,  which  was  afterward  for 
forty  years  the  residence  of  Dr.  Dwight  Ripley  and  his  family.  Having 
relinquished  business  and  settled  his  affairs  in  Norwich,  he  removed  to 
New  York,  where  his  diildren,  both  sons  and  daughters,  had  previously 
settled,  and  died  in  that  city,  March  11, 1836,  aged  86.* 

Capt.  John  Ilowland,  the  elder  brother  of  Joseph,  was  originally  con- 
nected with  him  in  maritime  affairs,  and  was  also  a  practical  ship-master, 
sailing  chiefly  from  New  York,  and  making  both  West  India  and  Euro* 
pean  voyages.  He  was  at  Liverpool  in  1785,  in  command  of  the  brig 
Llary,  nnd  died  at  sea  in  1789,  aged  forty.  After  his  deatli,  his  son,  Na- 
tlianiel  Ilowland,  bom  at  New  York  in  1775,  came  to  reside  with  his  rel- 
atives in  Norwich,  and  was  introduced  by  tliem  into  the  mercantile  and 
shipping  business.  In  tlie  course  of  a  few  years  he  had  a  rope-walk  in 
West  Chelsea,  a  duck  manufactory  at  the  Falls,  and  a  wharf  and  store  at 
the  Landing.  He  held  also  the  military  rank  of  colonel,  but  removed 
about  the  year  18H  to  Brooklyn,  New  York,  where  he  died  July  7thy 
1839. 

Gen.  Ebenezer  Huniingiony  though  a  resident  in  the  town-plot,  was  in 
business  at  the  Landing  more  than  thirty  years,  occupying  a  store  in  She* 
tucket  street,  nearly  opposite  the  bridge. 

Gen,  Jedidiah  Huniingtonj  also  an  up-town  resident,  transacted  business 
in  Shctuckot  street,  at  the  Uue  5tore,t  the  former  premises  of  Trumbull, 
Fitch  9c  Trumbull,  and  w^  here  engaged  in  merchandise,  when  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  commenced.  Most  of  the  commissary  business  of  Col. 
Joshua  Huntington  was  executed  at  this  stand.  It  was  afterwards  occu- 
pied for  the  cutlery  and  hardware  business,  by  Huntington  &  Glover,  the 
firm  clianging  to  Jabez  Huntington  &  Co. 

Tliomas  Coit  was  a  merchant  in  Norwich  for  about  fifteen  years.  He 
was  burnt  out  in  1793,  but  most  of  his  goods  were  saved,  and  he  continued 
in  trade  till  1798,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Canterbury. 

Jacob  and  John  De  Witif  father  and  son,  together  and  in  succession,  were 
in  business  for  more  than  seventy  years. 

*  His  oldest  son,  Joseph  Howland,  Jr.,  died  yoang  and  anmarried.  His  other  sons^ 
Samuel  S.  nnd  Gardiner  G.,  went  to  New  York  at  an  ea^ly  age,  and  in  the  coarse  of  a 
few  jcnrs  rose  to  the  highest  rank  as  merchants  and  bankers,  founding  a  large  com- 
mercinl  house  from  which  thej  retired  with  overflowing  wealth  in  1837,  leaying  the 
business  to  their  sons  and  nephews.    It  is  now  the  firm  of  Howland  &  Aspinwall. 

t  Fanciful  colon  for  mercantile  buildings  seem  to  hare  been  at  one  time  in  vogue. 
One  of  tlio  old  stores  in  Chelsea  was  painted  red  with  yellow  trimmings. 
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The  Dame  of  Peter  Lamnan,  falhcr  nnd  son,  was  conspicuous  in  mer- 
cantile nITiurs  for  newly  the  Bamo  Icngtli  of  time.* 

Tliu  ifreeib,  fiUlier,  son,  unj  granil^ns,  linvo  piir^iioJ  (lie  eamu  liusiocsa 
nl  lUc  Biimc  liurjivare  nnd  aliipjiing  store  in  Walor  street,  for  moru  llttin  ft 
hundred  years.  The  building  has  been  enlargeil,  Imt  llic  main  pari  re- 
mains nearly  llie  eamc  as  when  built  by  Gershom  Breed  in  17G4.t 

Tiie  Tyler  dnig-store  on  Water  street  was  built  in  1784,  and  has  bcca 
occupied  by  three  successive  generations  of  tite  family.  The  firm  was  al 
first,  "Tyler  &  Tyler,"  the  partners  being  Samuel  Tyler  of  Norwich,  anj 
Pascal  P.  Tyler  of  Brooklyn,  Conn.  CoL  Tyler  bad  servetl  seven  years 
with  Dr.  Joshua  Lallirop,  and  was  familiar  witli  those  old  recipes  wliicli 
the  elder  Dr.  Lathrop  had  obtained  in  England,  in  the  efficacy  of  wliicli 
there  was  a  strong  traditionary  fuith. 

Joseph  Williams  tmH  1,1/nde  McCurdi/,  nelive  merchants  and  eslcemeil 
utizens,  were  taken  from  their  spheres  of  usefulness  in  the  prime  of  life. 
The  former  died  Oct  23,  1800,  at  the  age  of  47  ;  the  latter  in  1803,  ngcd 
43.  Mr.  McCurdy  was  a  native  of  Lyme  but  his  mature  years  were  nil 
spent  in  Norwich,  where  ho  was  diatinguiiihcd  for  generosity  and  jitililic 
Bpirit.  His  epitaph  says,  "  Siiort  were  tlie  udmonilious  of  aiuknesa,  nnil 
suddenly  was  the  grave  his  bousG."t 

In  the  early  part  of  the  pi-esent  century,  Ilezekinli  Perkins,  Andrew 
and  Joseph  Perkins,  Fiu-ewell  nnd  Dcnjniuin  Coil,  and  I'^raslui  Coil,  wcru 
prominent  as  cilizcna  nnd  merchants.  Woodbridge  &  Know  wa*  a  well- 
known  Urm.  Samuel  Riidd,  Henry  Gordon,  Devotion  &  Slorrs,  l''elix  A. 
Huntington  &  Co.,  wore  dealers  both  in  dry  goods  nnd  groceries. 

The  brief  partnership  of  Raymond  tf  Dodg»  (Joshua  Itaymond  and 
David  L.  Dodge)  was  broken  up  by  Ur.  Raymond's  decease  in  1806. 

In  1805,  we  meet  with  the  firm  of  PUny  Brewer  ^  Oo.  The  partner 
in  this  instance  was  Joseph  Otis,  to  whom  Norwich  is  indebted  for  her 
public  library. 

Of  citizens  now  living,  a  few  that  have  been  long  in  business,  or  prom- 
inently engaged  in  public  affairs,  may  with  propriety  be  noticed. 

Giles  Buckingham,  from  Saybrook,  removed  to  Norwielk  in  1808,  nnd 
for  many  years  was  an  active  dealer  in  di-y  goods ;  the  fiiin  changing  in 
1815  to  G.  Buckingham  &  Co.     The  elder  partner  died  Nov.  7,  1831, 

*  The  ucond  Pclcr  Lanmnn  divd  nt  Norwich,  Dec  29,  1854,  ngcd  B3.  Cammodora 
Joseph  Lnnman  of  tlio  U,  S.  Navy  is  ddo  of  bis  Bont. 

t  Tho  river  formcrl;  ran  directly  in  the  roar  of  these  buililinga  oa  W^ntor  sL,  wliora 
the  railway  conneclion  track  is  now  laid. 

t  The  resiJcDco  of  Mr.  McCurd/,  stilt  known  by  hia  name,  ia  oa  the  pitch  of  tho  bill 
overlooking  Hain  8t.  It  wns  built  in  1786,  by  Nathaniel  Bnckui  for  bis  ion  Erutns, 
who  died  in  1791,    It  whi  then  purcbosod  by  Mr.  McCordy, 


t 
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aged  53.    The  other  partner,  Hamlin  B,  Buckingham^  is  the  present  libra- 
rian of  the  Otis  Library. 

Relationship  to  these  merchants  brought  William  A.  Btickingham  to 
Norwich  in  1825.  He  was  at  first  in  their  employ,  but  soon  became  a 
successful  meixhant  on  his  own  account,  and  has  since  been  extensively 
engaged  in  various  manufactures.  The  town  has  been  greatly  indebted 
to  his  example  and  influence. 

He  was  chosen  Governor  of  Connecticut  in  1858,  and  has  been  annually 
re-elected  by  conliiuially  increasing  majorities.  This  position  is  not  the 
result  of  political  management,  or  party  compromise,  but  may  be  consid- 
ered as  a  popular  tribute  to  his  high  character  for  judgment  and  integrity, 
lie  is  a  practical  man,  connected  with  the  manufacturing  and  industrial 
interests  of  the  State;  a  friend  to  the  poor  and  unfortunate,  and  of  un- 
wearied industry  in  doing  gooil. 

Governor  Buckingham  is  a  direct  descendant,  in  the  sixth  generation, 
from  Kev.  Thomas  Buckingham  of  Saybrook,  and  his  wife,  Hester  Hos- 
mcr  of  Hartford,  who  were  married  in  IGGG.  He  was  bom  in  Lebanon, 
IVIay  28, 1804,  and  has  two  brothers,  Rev.  Samuel  Buckingham  of  Spring- 
field, and  J.  I^Iatson  Buckingham  of  Norwich. 

Advertisements  of  the  foundry  of  B.  N.  Bentley,  "at  the  west  end  of 
the  whaif  bridge,"  begin  in  1805,  when  he  was  21  years  of  age.  The 
connection  of  Mr.  Bcntley  with  the  nse  and  establishment  of  the  Metho- 
dist Society  in  Norwich  is  noticed  elsewhere  in  this  history. 

William  Williams,  a  native  of  Stonington,  bom  March  12,  1788,  be- 
came a  resident  of  Norwich  in  1809.  For  seveml  years  he  was  the  act- 
ive partner  in  the  firm  of  Goddard  &  Williams,  (lour  merchants  and  man- 
uf:icturei*s  at  the  Falls,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  other  commercial 
pursuits.  In  1829,  though  still  residing  in  Norwich,  he  entered  into  the 
whaling  business  at  New  London,  and  founded  the  house  of  Williams  & 
Barns,  a  successful  whaling  company,  still  pursuing  tlio  same  business. 
In  this  firm  his  place  was  afterward  supplied  by  his  son,  Thomas  W.  Wil- 
liams, 2d,  (born  at  Norwich  in  1815,)  who  accumulated  a  handsome  prop- 
erty in  the  business,  but  died  suddenly  at  New  London,  Sept  12,  1855. 

General  Williams  is  well  known  as  a  warm  friend  to  the  i*eligious, 
benevolent  and  educational  institutions  of  tlie  country.  But  with  the 
schools  and  school-houses  of  New  London  County  he  is  particularly  famil- 
iar ;  visiting  them  often,  dispensing  good  advice,  and  scattering  the  printed 
page.  Another  specialty  for  which  he  is  noted,  is  his  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  the  Mohegan  church ;  having  for  many  years  attended  its 
services,  and  aided  its  ministrations  with  perseverance  and  self-denial. 

The  Golden  Wedding  of  Geneml  and  Mrs.  H.  P.  Williams  was  com- 
memorated March  13,  18G2.  It  is  only  within  a  few  yeara  tliat  it  has 
become  customary  to  celebrate  as  a  festival,  the  fjflietli  anniversary  of 
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marrieil  lifi!,  and  this  vaa  the  first  insbtnce  of  the  kind  in  Norwich.  Tlirca 
others  hnvo  occurred  Hince,  cclubi'ikted  in  a  eimiliir  mnniier,  wJlli  festive 
and  religious  ceremonies,  b^  llic  folloiving  parties : 

Rev.  Comfort  D.  Fillmore,  of  tlie  Sletliodist  Church,  ntid  Mra.  Aiiitice 
Fillmore,  at  the  house  of  R.  11.  Fillmore  on  Uean  111)1,  Mureh  IG,  ISfiS. 

Dea.  Isanc  und  Mrs.  Mar/  II.  Bromley,  Sept.  7,  18Gj. 

Humphrey  Almy  and  ludy,  nt  the  residence  of  llieir  son,  William  T. 
Aliny,  Jiin.  15,  18GC. 

In  connection  with  General  and  Mra.  Willinms,  we  may  here  advert  la 
one  of  the  sterling  men  of  former  days,  willi  whom  they  were  conui.-clcd 
by  filial  ties.  CnpL  Bela  Peck  was  a  man  of  independent  and  command- 
ing elmracler ;  his  frame  large  and  powerful,  and  in  his  youth  rcmarknhly 
athletic  and  of  indomitable  courage.  In  his  physical  and  mental  charac- 
teristics he  was  the  impersonation  of  those  qualilies  which  make  n  stnundi 
and  fearless  olficer,  whether  civil  or  military  j  and  these  were  exliibit«l 
in  the  various  dulios  he  pcrfornicd  as  capttun  of  the  old  maiross  companj 
in  his  younger  days,  and  deputy  sheriiT  for  a  long  course  of  ycara. 

He  gained  a  large  property  hy  diligence  and  assiduity,  preserved  his 
interest  in  public  ofliiirs  to  extreme  old  age,  lived  to  he  the  oldest  man  in 
the  parish,  took  his  daily  drive  alone  in  his  chabe  till  he  was  past  ninety, 
and  died  at  lost  without  any  experience  of  disease,  like  one  fulling  iinK-cp, 
in  the  ninety-third  year  of  his  ago,  Dec  15,  ISfiO.  lie  wan  one  of  tliuso 
men  whose  images  remain  long  in  tlie  memory,  associated  willi  tliu  suciicd 
and  events  of  former  days. 

The  firm  of  JJyer  Sf  Jiipley,  druggists,  first  appeared  in  1793.  Benja- 
min Dyer  and  Dwight  Ripley,  both  from  Windham,  were  the  partnen; 
but  the  connection  was  soon  dissolved.  Dr.  Ripley  was  in  business  fbrtj- 
five  years.  Ripley  &  Waldo,  (Dwight  Ripley  and  Hontce  Waldo,)  deal- 
ers in  drugs,  dry -goods  and  groceries,  were  the  first  merchants  in  Norwich 
to  advance  out  of  the  old  time-sanctioned  forms  of  retail,  and  sell  goods 
in  larger  packagns  by  wholesale. 

This  example  was  folbwed  in  1823  by  the  fictitious houset^  ffVffij  CFray 
If  Oo.,  a  name  assumed  by  the  partners,  Calvin  Tyler*  and  Joseph  Backus. 
This  firm  launched  atonco  into  a  business  of  considerable  extent,  and  pur- 
sued it  successfully  while  the  partnership  lasted,  which  was  just  four  years 
to  a  day,  closing  in  February,  1827,  at  which  time  Backus  &  Norton.t 

'  *  Capt.  Tyler  wot  a  man  of  good  buslneu  taleal.  Betidoi  engaglDg  in  tiade,  ha 
■tartad  a  r^nlor  line  of  packets  lo  New  York,  ruDDing  one  of  them  himidf.  The  prico 
of  a  paisage  ia  this  line  wm  ti  and  found. 

t  The  piemiMB  of  Willia  Gray  &  Co.  are  now  occapled  b;  the  TTorton  Biothen. 
Hr.  H.  B.  Hortoo  hu  beea  a  resident  in  Norwich  dace  1814,  and  was  tMt  19  jeacs  of 
•ge  when  he  formed  tbe  partnership  with  Mr.  Backns. 
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(Joseph  Backus  and  Henry  B.  Norton,)  entered  into  partnership  and  suc- 
ceeded to  the  business  of  the  former  house. 

March  9, 1809,  is  the  date  of  an  advertisement  in  the  Norwich  Courier 
of  merchandise  for  sale  by  George  L,  Perkins.  This  denotes  the  first 
entrance  into  business  of  the  present  treasurer  of  the  Norwich  &  Worces- 
ter Railroad.  Col.  Perkins,  when  quite  a  young  man,  was  one  of  the 
originators  of  the  Sabbath  School  enterprise  in  Norwich.  During  the 
war  of  1812,  he  held  the  ofllce  of  paymaster,  with  the  rank  of  brigade- 
major  in  the  U.  S.  Army,  and  has  occupied  other  positions  of  trust  and 
honor. 

The  book-store  of  Hiomcu  Robinson  has-been  one  of  the  standing 
acronnniNlalions  of  Norwich  for  forty-eight  years.  Mr.  llobinson  is  a 
native  of  Ilartwick,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  began  business  at  Norwich 
in  1818. 

Gurdon  A,  Jones  has  been  a  dealer  in  shoes  and  leather  at  the  Landing 
for  more  than  forty  years. 

Capt.  Win.  jr.  (hii  is  a  native  of  New  London,  but  an  inhabitant  of 
Norwich  since  1819,  contributing  in  various  departments  to  the  business 
and  improvement  of  the  city. 

Benjamin  JIuntingtony  the  present  treasurer  of  the  Norwich  Savings 
Society,  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account  in  the  Town  Plot  in 
1824,  and  in  1825  was  chosen  Town  Clerk. 


Norwich,  at  the  period  of  which  we  now  treat, — the  end  of  the  first 
quarter  of  the  present  century, — was  in  a  state  of  depression  and  inactiv- 
ity. It  had  not  recovered  from  the  blow  given  to  its  commerce  by  the 
war  of  1812.  Many  failures  had  taken  place;  people  were  involved  in 
debt,  and  everything  was  beginning  to  look  old  and  dilapidated.  Since 
then  all  things  seem  to  have  become  new.  The  advance  of  the  city  in 
population  and  industrial  pursuits  may  receive  illustration  from  the  follow- 
ing fact.  In  1824,  the  population  of  the  town  was  about  4000.  Of  these 
only  one  person  was  known  to  be  of  Irish  birth.  This  was  Edward  Mur* 
pliy,  at  that  time  the  single  ExiU  of  Erin  within  the  town  limits.  The 
Irish  population  alone  now  amounts  to  4000. 

In  these  last  forty  years,  new  and  flourishing  houses  have  been  estab- 
lished, new  branches  of  business  undertaken,  new  and  honorable  names 
enrolled  among  the  inhabitants.  But  on  these  new  themes  we  can  not 
dwell.  It  is  the  siiecial  province  of  history  to  speak  of  persons  and  things 
that  have  passed  away.  Yet  the  present  glides  so  rapidly  into  the  past 
tliat  it  is  ditficult  to  know  where  to  draw  the  line. 
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Since  tliis  work  has  been  in  tliu  press,  several  imlivoa  of  Norwlcli,  oT 
more  tliaii  ordinary  promiiiencu,  bnvo  been  Btnick  fi-oni  Ibc  nitiks  of  (lio 
living.  Among  Ibtau  is  a  fcmiuine  name  of  wiilo  cdebrity,  lli:it  has  becii 
ropealcilly  menlioned  ia  tliis  work,  and  wliicti  now  cluiuu  Irom  ua  tUe 
mournful  duly  of  this  ndililional  record. 

Lydia  llunlley  Sigoumey,  bom  Bt  Nornicb,  ScpL  1,  1791  ;  diasi  nt 
Hartford,  Juno  10,  1865. 

The  writings  of  this  lady,  heginning  wilh  her  first  volume  of  "Iklornl 
Pieces,  in  Prose  wid  Verse,"  published  in  1815,  have  bei^n  for  fifty  yetin 
quieily  ditTusing  au  influence  in  favor  of  ilie  tnic,  Ibe  good  and  iliu  bcati- 
Ufut,  in  litei'ature,  morals  and  religioD.  To  the  young  oapceiully  iLcy 
have  been  of  incalculable  benefit.  The  large  number  of  Mi's.  ■Slgour- 
ney's  works,  Iboir  high  luorul  lone,  and  the  good  they  have  uci'<im|di»lie<I, 
have  gained  fur  her  a  uame  and  reputation  tljut  will  long  endure. 


A  New  London  County  Agricultural  Society  was  formed  in  ll»o  yew 
1818,  which  continued  in  opcnition  fivo  or  six  years,  holding  ita  Annunt 
Fair  allemalely  at  Norwich  and  New  London.  Oct.  80,  1822,  lite  ^iiir 
was  held  at  Norwiuh  on  the  Town  Green.  A  book  auction  w;u  onincvted 
with  it,  and  an  address  by  Kir.  KliCunly  of  Lyme.  This  niisociutiaii 
declined,  and  after  a  few  years  became  extinct. 

A  new  County  Society  was  orgnniitcil  April  12, 1854,  in  the  Town  Ilnll 
at  Norwich,  liov.  Williiiin  Cliliof  Slonii.glon  was  chosen  I'rcsideiil,  nil,! 
Dr.  D.  F.  Gulliver  Corresijonding  ami  Recording  tieei'elai'y.  Tlic  lint 
fiur  WHS  belli  at  Norwicli  in  Sqilembei",  1855,  at  whieh  lime  M.  I'milin, 
the  Dcronaut,  enlivened  the  show  with  a  balloon  ascension,  remaining  an 
hour  in  the  air,  and  descending  at  South  Kingston,  R.  I.  The  next  year, 
the  same  experimenter  come  down  in  Griswold,  al  the  end  of  twenty 
minutes. 

At  the  third  fair,  in  1857,  the  balloon  of  Meaars.  Allen  Jc  King  rose 
10,000  feet,  and  after  an  hour's  flight,  descended  in  Canterbury,  scveiiluvii 
miles  north  of  the  place  of  departure. 

This  society  still  continues  in  operation,  and  holds  its  annual  fuir  in 
Horwich. 


At  (he  Forts  Exhibition,  or  World's  Fair,  in  1855,  three  natives  of 
Norwich  were  present  os  representatives  of  three  provinces:  Dnniul  C. 
Gilman  from  Connecticut,  Charles  IL  Itockwell  from  Califomiu,  and  T. 
Sterry  Hunt  from  Canada. 

T.  S.  Hunt  ia  a  grandson  of  Consider  Sterry,  who  bos  resided  for  many 
years  in  Canada.  In  16dG,  he  was  honored  at  Paris  with  the  rank'  of 
"  Chevalier  d'Honor,"  aa  a  recognition  of  hia  merits  as  a  scientiBc  chemist. 
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Tantic  Cemetery, 

This  rural  burying-placc  was  consecrated  July  12,  1844,  all  denomina- 
tions of  Christians  in  the  city  uniting  in  the  services.  The  address  was 
delivered  by  Dr.  Bond  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church,  and  the 
consecrating  ]>raycr  made  by  Mr.  Paddock,  the  Episcopal  Rector.  Two 
original  hymns  were  sung,  composed  by  Mr.  Charles  TImrber. 

Tliis  cemetery  is  the  property  of  the  city,  and  has  been  much  enlarged 
since  the  first  purchase.  It  contains  many  beautiful  and  interesting  mon* 
umcntr',  and  lias  recently  acquired  a  new  and  permanent  interest  by  gath- 
ering within  its  bounds  the  hallowed  remains  of  many  of  the  victims  of 
the  late  war.  Several  brave  soldiers  who  fell  upon  distant  battle-fields, 
and  others  who  perished  in  dreary  prisons,  have  been  brought  home, 
and  now  rest  in  peace  beneath  these  quiet  shades. 


77/e  Wauregan  Hotel. 

This  building  was  erected  by  an  association  of  gentlemen,  with  Uie 
design  of  provitling  a  public  house  that  should  afford  ample  accommoda- 
tion and  be  an  ornament  to  the  city.  On  the  spot  where  it  stands,  and  in 
the  immediate  vicinity,  some  of  the  earliest  dwelling-houses  at  the  Land* 
ing  were  built.  Several  wooden  buildings,  denizens  of  the  spot  for  more 
than  a  century,  and  their  foundations  sunk  below  the  level  of  the  side- 
walks, wore  demolished  to  make  room  for  the  new  structure,  which  was 
commenced  in  April,  1853. 

It  is  built  of  brick,  five  stories  high,  with  exterior  trimmings  of  free- 
stone, and  iron  balconies,  and  cost  $50,000,  exclusive  of  the  basement 

The  situation  is  unfavorable  to  a  noble  and  impressive  appearance. 
Higher  ground  and  more  room  are  necessary  to  give  effect  to  so  large  a 
building.     It  was  opened  Feb.  20,  1855. 


Family  Meetings. 

Sept.  in,  1853,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Norwich,  of  the  descendants  of 
Elder  William  Brewster.  It  was  decided  to  erect  a  monument  to  Uio 
memory  of  Jonathan  Brewster  and  his  wife  at  Brewster's  Neck,  and  to 
prepare  a  memoir  of  the  venerated  ancestor  of  the  family.  Elder  William 
Brcwpter.  The  execution  of  these  tasks  was  committed  to  Rev.  Ashbel 
Steele  of  Washington,  D.  C,  by  whose  instrumentality  the  meeting  was 
convened.  Both  objects  have  since  been  accomplished.  The  monument, 
a  filinfl  of  granite  ten  feet  high,  was  erected  at  Brewster's  Neck  in  1855, 
and  a  memoir,  entitled  "  Chief  of  the  Pilgrims,"  publbhed  by  Mr.  Steele 
in  1857. 
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Sept.  3,  1857,  a  family  gaJtering  of  llie  ilcscCDtlanls  of  Clirtstoplier  a 
Simon  nunlington  wns  liulil  in  NorwJcli  Tonii.     From  300  ti>  ^00  de-   ] 
BcandanU  from  otlicr  pLices  aascmlilcil  to  iuterubongc  grutfliii^,  to  traco 
relalionabip,  and  r«Lear»e  tUe  Iraililions  of  Uieir  unceslors.    Originnl  liynins 
were  sung,  oiiginul  poems  I'epcateil,  epcechea  made,  and  ad  liisloncul  oJ- 
dreae  delivered  by  Rev.  £.  B.  Huntington  of  Stamford,  Cu 


Banking  and  hnuranet  CompanUt. 

The  first  banking  eatallialiinenis  in  Connecticut  were  the  Ilarlfon]  \ 
Bank  and  tbe  Union  Bunk  of  New  London,  botli  cLorlcred  at  the  Maj  ' 
session  of  the  Legislature  in  1792. 

Norwicli  applied  for  a  similar  privilege  nt  tho  same  time  witti  New   ' 
London,  but  the  Legislature  declined  to  aullioiize  more  tlinn  one  bank  for   j 
the  county,  and  pei-suaded  tlie  applicants  from  the  two  towns  tu  unite  in 
one  institution  to  be  called  tlie  Union  Bunk, — tlie  dii-cclors  lu  be  cUosea 
from  bod)  places,  but  the  seat  of  llie  bank  to  be  at  New  London. 

This  arrangement  was  aceoplcd.     Gen.  JedidJoli  Ilunliuglon  was  dioacn 
President     The  direelors  were  e<|nally  divided  between  llio  two  places, 
and  .were  chosen  alternately  from  New  London  and  Norwicii.     Tlic  fjivl    i 
fi-om  tho  ktier  pince  were — ■ 

Joaliun  Latlirop,  Joseph  Williams, 

Daniel  L.  Coil,  Samuel  Woodbridgc, 

Joseph  llowlttnd,  Joseph  Perkins. 


These  were  afterward  i 
director  till  1630. 


led,  but  Joseph  Perkins  contuined  to  be  a 


Sforwieh  Bank,  incorporated  1796 ;  capital,  $150,000.  In  1864,  changed 
to  Norwich  National  Bank,  capital  $220,000. 

This  bonk  was  organised  June  21,  179C,  at  Braman's  Tavern  on  tbe 
Plain,  but  fur  several  years  afterward  the  banking-room  was  tlie  oflice  of 
tlie  president,  Gen.  Ebenei^er  Huntington,  in  Sbetucket  Blrcet.  Tlie  first 
choice  of  directors  gave  tUo  following  result: 

Ebenezer  Huntington. 

Joshua  Lathrop,  declined,  and  Uriah  Tracy  chosen. 

Daniel  Dunham,  Elios  Brown,  Joseph  Williams. 

Dnvid  Trumbull,  declined,  and  John  Taintor  of  Colclicstcr  chosen. 

Jabez  Huntington,  Jabez  Perkins,  Elijah  House, 

James  Lonman,  Luther  Payue,  Jonathan  Devotion. 

The  bank  has  hod  four  presidents  and  fire  cashiers. 
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Fresidente:  1,  Ebenczer  Huntington,  1796.  8,  Jabez  Huntington,  1828. 
2,  Simeon  Breed,  1820.  4,  Charles  Johnson,  1848. 

Cashiers:      1,  Hezekiah  Perkins,  1796.        3,  J.  Newton  Perkins,  1834. 
2,  Francis  A.  Perkins,  1825.      4,  Charles  Johnson,  1836. 
5.  Frank  Johnson,  1848. 

Charles  Johnson  has  been  an  ofTicer  of  tliis  bank  for  thirty  years.  Jed- 
id  iah  Huntington  has  been  on  the  Board  of  Directors  since  1826, — forty 
years.  Of  the  original  stockholders,  the  one  that  lingered  longest  upon 
earth  was  Nathaniel  McClcllan,  formerly  of  Pomfret,  but  lately  of  Nor- 
wich, who  died  Sept.  28,  1863,  aged  86. 

Tltamet  Bank^  incorporated  1825:  capital  $200,000,  increased  in  1856 
to  $500,000,  and  in  July,  1865,  to  $1,000,000.  Organized  as  Thames 
National  Bank,  1864. 

It  has  had  three  presidents : 

1,  William  P.  Greene,  1825.  2,  Edward  WhiUng,  1844.  3,  Franklin 
Nichols,  elected  in  July,  1851. 

Cashiers:  1,  Lyman  Brewer,  from  1825  to  his  death  in  June,  1857. 
2,  Charles  Bard,  elected  in  June,  1857,  and  still  in  oflice. 

Two  of  the  original  stockholders  of  this  bank,  Henry  M.  Wait  of  Lyme, 
and  Adam  Larrabec,  (then  of  Groton,  but  now  of  Windham,)  are  still 
living.  Mr.  Wait  was  a  director  of  the  bank  fifteen  years.*  Mr.  Larra- 
bec is  still  a  member  of  the  board,  having  been  recently  chosen  for  the 
forty-first  time. 

The  rooms  of  this  institution  in  the  new  bank  building  in  Shetucket  st. 
are  considered  superior  in  style  and  accommodation  to  those  of  any  other 
banking  house  in  the  State.  They  arc  adorned  with  admirable  life-like 
portraits  of  the  first  President  and  first  Cashier. 

Quinehaug  Bank,  incorporated  1832  :  capital  $500,000. 

First  meeting  of  directors  June  11,  1833.  The  first  president,  Cliarles 
W.  llockwcll,  in  ofRcc  three  years,  was  followed  successively  by  Wm.  C. 
Gilman,  John  A.  Rockwell,  and  F.  A.  Perkins,  in  short  terms;  Samuel 
C.  Morgan,  1843—1860;  Lucius  W.  Carroll,  to  1862;  David  Gallup  of 
Pluiuncld,  to  1864. 

In  June,  1864,  this  bank,  having  purchased  the  title  and  privileges  of  a 
National  Bank  that  had  been  organized  the  preceding  year  under  the  gen- 
eral banking  act,  dropped  the  name  Quinebaug,  and  was  reorganized  as 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Norwich.     The  capital  remains  the  same. 

Lucius  W.  Carroll,  president ;  Lewis  A.  Hyde,  cashier. 

Mr.  Hyde  had  been  cashier  of  the  Quinebaug  since  1832. 

•  The  Golden  Wedding  of  Hon.  Henry  M.  Wait,  LL.  D.,  fonnerly  Chief  Judge  of 
the  Saprcmo  Court  of  Coonocticat,  was  commemorated  at  Lyme,  Jan.  23,  1S66. 


M9rehmt)f  Bank,  incoriwralcil  1833;  cn[>iul  $200,000.  Cluingod  in 
June,  18G^,  lo  Krcrclmnts'  Nalioiiivl  llmik. 

Tliis  bank  liaa  lind  two  presidents  and  tbreo  cashier 

Ist  pTOHidcDt,  William  Williams,  ('J5  year^,)  reiigued  Sui>L  C,  18j8; 
2.1,  Henry  B.  Tracy,  now  \a  office. 

Ut  cashier,  Jos«iiU  WUIiama;  2d,  Joel  W.  While;  3J,  Jiimoa  M- 
Ucevb,  siiiue  1656. 

Shelueitt  Bank,  orgnniKcd  under  llie  Free  Banking  Law  of  1852 ;  in- 
cor[)onilcd  1855:  ati)ital,  $100,000.  Clinngcil  in  18G4.  to  Sheluckut 
Kational  Bunk. 

Cliarlcs  Osgood,  president. 

1st  caaliier,  D.  0.  Strong;  2i],  Jobn  L.  Devotion,  since  1855. 

Uncat  Bank,  organized  under  Uie  Free  Bunking  Law  of  1852  :  itioctr- 
porale.1  1855;  capital,  $300,000.  Cliangcd  in  1864  lo  Uucns  National 
Bank. 

Jnmes  A.  ITovey,  president;  Kdwani  TI.  Learned,  casbicr. 

In  l)m  bank  there  lias  been  no  change  ufoniceij. 

Second  National  Bant,  organized  nnderlbe  General  Act  in  July,  18GJ. 
Capital,  $100,000;  since  incretued  to  $300,000. 

J.  Hunt  Adams,  ilie  first  prcsid>inl,  resigned  in  May,  JSG5,  and  woj 
Bnccecdcd  by  Dnvid  Sjnitli.     Cburlea  P.  Cogawcll,  cashier. 

The  ycnr  1857  was  marked  by  a  great  flnnnciiil  crisis  in  American 
buaineas.  Norwich  was  acriously  alTected  by  it.  Tbc  Pccjuot  llnnk, 
which  had  been  incorpomled,  relinquished  its  charter.  Tlic  Quiocbaug 
and  Uncus  Banks,  failing  to  redeem  their  bills,  were  thrown  out  by  the 
Suffolk  Batik,  Boston.  They  were  however  tnken  at  par  in  trade,  and 
never  lost  their  value  as  a  medium  of  circulation.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  next  year,  the  banks  were  able  to  redeem  their  bills,  and  rcgnincd 
their  former  credit. 

The  bank  building  in  Shelnckct  street  was  erected  in  1803,  at  n  cost  of 
$G0,000.  It  stands  on  n  solid  Icdgu  of  rocks,  with  the  pi-ccipitous  river 
bank  in  its  rear.  It  la  built  of  brick,  with  a  front  of  T)orcbester  frc&- 
Btone,  and  is  over  filVy  feet  in  height.  It  consists  of  three  8cclions,bclong- 
'  ing  lo  the  Cheldca  Savings  Bank,  Thames  National  Bank,  and  Norwich 
Savings  Society.  It  accommodates  also  the  Quinebaug  Nationoi  BnnlE 
and  ihe  Thames  Inaumnce  and  Norwich  Fire  Insurance  Companies, 
renting  also  a  number  of  private  offices. 

During  the  ycura  18G4  und  18C5,  the  seven  hanks  of  Norwich  were  all 
arranged  by  their  dii-cclors,  under  the  Goncinl  Bunking  Act  of  Congress, 
as  National  Banks. 
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Norwich  Saving$  Society,  This  was  incorporated  in  May,  1824,  upon 
tho  petition  of  twenty  persons,  by  whom,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
charter,  twenty  others  were  chosen,  the  whole  constituting  a  Board  of 
Trustees.  Of  these  forty  trustees,  at  the  close  of  1865  only  two  are  on 
the  stage  of  life,  viz.,  George  L.  Perkins  and  David  N.  Bentley.  Tliree 
of  the  first  twenty  petitioners  died  during  the  year  18G5,  viz.,  Joseph  Wil- 
liams, Johu  Breed,  and  Amos  XL  Hubbard,  forty-one  years  after  the  char- 
ter grant. 

The  deiK)sits  during  tiie  first  year  (to  Oct.  1,  1826,)  amounted  to 
$20,000;  in  tho  first  ten  years,  to  $160,000;  and  in  twelve  years,  to 
$226,000. 

The  first  president  was  Charles  Rockwell,*  who  died  in  June,  1826, 
and  was  succocdcd  by  Jabcz  Huntington.  The  late  Francis  A.  Perkins 
was  connected  with  this  institution  for  a  much  longer  time  than  any  other 
ofllccr.  lie  was  treasurer  for  the  first  ten  years;  then  president  four 
years ;  and  in  1848  again  elected  treasurer  and  secretary,  which  offices  he 
rc(nin(!d  till  his  death  in  March,  1863.  He  was  succeeded  by  Benjamin 
Huntington,  who  is  still  in  office. 

Amount  deposited  to  January,  1866,  $4,558,580.40. 

Cliehea  Savings  Bank,  incorporated  ]May,  1858. 

Lorenzo  Blackstone,  president. 

Charles  M.  Colt,  treasurer;  resigned  in  1861,  to  enter  the  army.  John 
B.  Ward  chosen  to  supply  his  place ;  four  years  in  office.  Chas.  M.  Coit 
rc-appointcd  in  July,  1865. 

Amount  of  depasits  to  January,  1866,  $516,780.37. 

A  third  savings  bank,  with  the  title  of  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Savings 
Bank,  was  organized  in  1854,  capital  $100,000,  which  was  in  operation  a 
few  years,  but  is  now  discontinued. 


Insurance  Companies, 

Norwich  Mutual  Assurance,  The  charter  for  this  company  was  granted 
on  petition  of  Joshua  Lathrop  and  others.  The  first  meeting  was  held  at 
the  old  court-house  in  Norwich  Town,  Dec  29,  1794. 

Zachariah  Huntington,  secretary. 

This  company  has  never  had  a  president.  Since  1844,  Henry  B.  Tracy 
has  been  secretary  and  treasurer. 

For  a  long  course  of  years,  the  capital  announced  from  year  to  year  was 
$6,666.    The  assets  at  the  present  time  (close  of  1865)  are  $8,979.95. 


*  Fatlicr  of  Charles  W.  and  John  A.  Bockwell. 
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The  Norwich  Marine  Insurance  Co.  was  chartered  in  1803 ;  capital, 
$50,000.    Joseph  Ilowland,  president ;  Shubael  Breed,  cashier. 

The  Fire  huuranee  Co.  was  organized  in  1813.  Ebenezer  Huntington, 
treasurer ;  Joseph  Williams,  secretary. 

These  two  companies  were  consolidated  hj  act  of  the  Legislature  in 
October,  1818,  and  incorporated  as  the  Norwich  Fire  Insurance  Conapanj. 
Capital,  $100,000 ;  increased  to  $200,000. 

First  president,  Charles  P.  Huntington.  Joseph  Williams,  secretarj 
from  1818  to  1855. 

Officers  in  1865:  Ebenezer  Learned,  president;  J.  L.  Denison,  secre- 
tary. 

Cash  capital,  $300,000.    Assets,  Feb.  1, 1866,  $415,571.72. 

New  London  Co.  Mutual  Fire  Inmrance.    Chartered  in  Maj,  1840 ; 
organized  in  July. 
Joseph  Backus,  president ;  John  DeWitt,  secretary. 
Assets,  Jan.  1, 1866,  $32,869.13. 
Elijah  A.  Bill,  president  since  1859. 
John  L.  Devotion,  secretary  since  1853. 

l^atnes  Fire  Insurance.    Licorporated  1859 ;  capital,  $200,000. 
Amos  W.  Prentice,  president ;  B.  B.  Whittemore,  secretary. 
Assets  Jan.  1, 1866,  $249,747.97. 


Nonoich  and  Worcester  It,  R,  Co, 

Chartered  in  1832,  with  the  title  of  Boston,  Norwich  and  New  London 
R.  R.  Co.;  capital,  $1,000,000. 

In  1836,  the  corporate  name  was  changed  to  Norwich  and  Worcester 
R.  R.  Co.,  and  the  capital  has  since  been  increased  to  $2,825,000. 

GfTicers  since  1836:  presidents — 

William  C.  Gilman,  June,  183G— 1  year. 

Charles  W.  Rockwell,  "     1837—1     " 

John  A.  Rockwell,        "     1838—3     « 

Charles  W.  Rockwell,  "     1841—2     « 

Dan  Tyler,  «     1843—2     " 

John  C.  Holland,  "     1845—3     « 

Joel  W.White,  "     1848—9     « 

Augustus  Brewster,       "     1857 — 1866. 

James  T.  Richards,  secretary  and  treasurer  two  years. 
George  L.  Perkins,  treasurer  since  1838, — 28  years. 
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Annual  incomo  of  the  road  from  1840  to  January,  1866:* 

1840,  Earnings  less  than  Disbursements. 

1841,  Earnings,  $151,926.94  1854,  Earnings,  $322,754.43 

1842,  «            126,761.79  1855,        «  804,236.33 

1843,  «            125,020.49  1856,        «  132,745.92 

1844,  «            223,465.65  1857,        «  287,756.58 

1845,  «            204,308.45  1858,        «  283,556.27 

1846,  «            241,909.55  1859,        «  351,689.68 

1847,  «            234,895.59  1860,        «  358,362.34 

1848,  •*            218,073.30  1861,        «  288,512.22 

1849,  "            236,197.61  1862,        «  853,664.90 

1850,  "            261,259.12  1863,        "  432,559.56 

1851,  "            270,049.37  1864,        «  631,728.19 

1852,  <*            267,561.70  1865,        «  714,059.83 

1853,  «  321,046.14 


Steamboat  Companies. 

The  communication  with  New  York  bj  a  line  of  steamboats  has  been 
sustained  with  but  little  interruption  since  its  first  inauguration  in  1817. 
The  merchants  of  Norwich  and  New  London  were  mutually  interested  in 
the  earlier  boats,  and  united  in  forming  the  first  incorporated  companies. 

The  Norwich  and  New  London  Steamboat  Co.  was  organized  in  1848, 
with  a  capital  of  $200,000 ;  Henry  B.  Norton,  president.  This  line  ran 
their  boats  in  connection  with  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad ;  the 
terminus  being  at  Allyn's  Point.  Among  the  boats  employed  were  the 
Cleopatra,  Norwich,  Worcester,  and  Connecticut  The  Commonwealth 
was  built  for  tliem  in  1855,  and  sold  in  1860,  about  which  time  the  com- 
pany discontinued  their  operations,  wound  up  their  affairs,  and  was  dis- 
solved. 

The  Norwich  and  New  York  Transportation  Company  was  organized 
under  the  General  Act  in  1860.  Capital,  $350,000.  Capt  Joseph  J. 
Comstock  of  New  York  was  the  first  president,  succeeded  in  1868  by 
David  Smith  of  Norwich.  Augustus  Brewster  treasurer,  and  P.  St.  M. 
Andrews  secretary,  from  the  beginning. 

This  company  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  operations 
of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  Co.  by  furnishing  an  advanta- 
geous connection  with  New  York.  It  was  indebted  for  its  origin,  organi- 
zation, and  stibsequent  success,  chiefiy  to  the  president  of  the  railroadi 

•  Furniihod  bj  Q.  L.  Perkins,  Esq.,  Trousoror  of  the  Boad. 
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Mr.  Brewsler,  who,  ns  trcnsurer  of  the  compnny,  has  been  iTie  genewO 
agent  and  cllicicnt  munngur  of  llic  business  from  tlint  linic  to  Mnrcli,  18G<>, 
when  ho  rcsigneJ  the  ofRce. 

This  compnn}'  have  four  fine  stcamera  built  esprcasiy  for  their  line,  and 
nnmod  aSlur  the  pointa  of  communiciitton  to  wliic-Ii  their  business  cxtcmls. 
The  City  of  Boston  mode  her  first  trip  from  New  York,  July  4, 18GI  i  ihe 
Oily  of  Naw  York  eighteen  daya  later,  July  22.  The  first  trip  of  tlie  City 
of  Norwieh  was  July  19,  1862 ;  of  the  CHly  of  New  London,  Bloy  22, 
18G3. 

Gross  eaminga  of  Iho  company  from  July  18CI,  to 

Nov.  30,  18C2,  16  months,  -  -  $'lfi6,227 

"    80,  1863,  one  year,  -  -  -      416,2J3 

"    30,  186J,        «  .  .  -  C0B,374 

«    30,  1865,       «  ...      704,198 

The  systum  of  transportation  established  by  tliis  company  in  connection 
with  the  railroads,  is  the  most  perfect  that  has  ever  been  nmingeii  upon 
this  route  through  the  Sound.  By  conlrnct  with  the  New  London  Norlli- 
ern  Railroad  Co.  an  intorcliango  of  accommodiitions  is  effuelcd  ;  the  Rail- 
road CoDipany  using  the  boats  of  tlio  Trnnajiorlation  Company  for  con- 
veyance to  Now  York,  and  the  latter  making  use  of  the  advAiitugvs 
afforded  by  Iho  commodious  wiiarf  ami  depot  landing  at  Now  Ivondoii. 

The  Norwii:h  and  Worcester  Uailroad,  by  coiitnicl  with  tho  New  I^n* 
4lan  Northern  R.  R.  Co.,  now  run  llietr  expi-usa  and  [HisHengcr  Inihta  ovur 
tho  (ruck  of  tlio  latter  on  the  west  side  of  the  Tlmmoti.  Tiiis  nrnuigumunt 
went  into  eifect  OcL  1,  1861,  and  the  tcnninns  of  tlio  lliroiufh  businu:i)i  of 
the  Norwich  nod  Worcester  It.  R.  Co.  has  since  been  at  New  Iiandon. 


Every  year  is  adding  importance  to  the  navigation  of  the  Tlinmcs,  not 
only  in  regard  to  tlie  interests  of  Norwich,  but  as  an  avenne  to  the  maa- 
ufacturing  dialricta  beyond  Norwich.  During  a  large  port  of  tlie  year, 
when  the  channel  is  unencumbered  with  ice,  the  river  and  the  wharrea 
are  lively  with  business.  Sloops  and  schooners  are  continually  dlsclinrg- 
ing  freight.  Large  quanticics  of  iron,  coal,  cotton,  wool,  rags,  die,  are 
required  by  the  manufacturers  in  and  around  Norwich,  and  a  siill  greater 
quantity  is  conveyed  through  the  place  to  bo  distributed  on  the  northern 
routes.  The  article  of  coal  alone  is  of  great  importance,  an  immense 
amount  passing  up  tho  river  to  be  transported  to  Worcester  and  other 
points  in  the  interior. 

In  1855,  Thomas  T.  Wetmore,  a  ship-builder  from  East  Boston,  com- 
menced work  at  Norwich,  in  the  employ  of  J.  M.  Huntington  &  Co. 
The  first  vessels  were  built  near  Shetucket  bridge,  and  launched  nearly 
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under  the  bridge.*  The  work  was  then  transferred  to  a  point  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  near  where  the  Cold  Spring  Iron  Works  were  situated. 

These  iron-works  were  established  by  John  Ferit  Iluntington,  at  whose 
invitation  Thomas  Mitchell,  an  experienced  artificer  in  iron,— originallj 
from  Birmingham,  England, — came  from  Wareham,  Mass.,  and  took 
charge  of  the  concern.  This  was  in  1845 ;  a  rolling-mill  was  built,  and 
has  ever  since  continued  in  operation.  The  firm  is  now  Mitchell,  Broth- 
ers &  Co.f 

The  rolling-mill  and  the  sliip-yard  were  the  beginning  of  the  prosper* 
ous  village  of  Thames ville,  which  forms  the  southern  extremity  of  the 
city. 

In  18G3,  another  rolling-mill  with  machinery  of  a  different  construction 
was  established  near  the  ship-yard.  This  belongs  to  a  joint-stock  company 
called  the  Thames  Iron  Works. 

Since  the  year  18G0,  eight  steam-vessels  have  been  launclied  from  the 
Thjuncsvillc  ship  yard,  viz.,  the  Norwich,  Trade- wind,  Prometheus,  Whirl- 
wind, Pcrit,  Chase,  and  Hunter, — ranging  in  capacity  from  400  to  700 
tons. 

Three  of  these  steamers,  the  Norwich,  Prometheus,  and  Uncas,  were 
sold  to  the  U.  8.  Government,  and  were  in  the  public  service  during  tlie 
war.  The  Norwich  was  altered  into  a  gunboat,  and  commissioned  in  Jan- 
uaiy,  18G2.  She  carried  six  32-pounders  and  100  men,  and  was  eminently 
useful  in  tlie  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

To  the  same  company  (J.  Monroe  Huntington  and  Theodore  Raymond) 
belongs  the  credit  of  reviving  the  direct  trade  of  the  port  with  the  West 
Indies.  Their  first  undertaking  in  this  line  is  noticed  in  the  Norwich 
Courier,  April  3,  1859. 

The  schooner  Iko  Marvel,  which  arrived  at  this  port  yesterday  morainfr  from  Porto 
Kico,  with  molasses,  sagar,  and  ram,  has  brought  the  first  cargo  of  this  description 
which  has  been  landed  hero  direct  from  the  West  Indies  for  over  thirty  years. 

This  trade  has  since  been  pursued  by  the  company  with  spirit  and  suc- 
cess. The  exports  consist  of  lumber,  assorted  articles,  and  some  live-stock. 
The  returns  are  chiefly  sugar  and  molasses.  The  high  price  of  these  arti- 
cles has  made  the  business  very  profitable.! 

*  Most  of  the  ship-building  at  Norwich  has  been  on  the  west  side.  Capt.  Samael 
Story,  the  master-builder  of  former  days,  who  built  the  whale-ships  Connecticat  and 
Chelsea,  and  many  other  largo  vessels,  died  May  3,  1864,  aged  84  years. 

t  In  this  mill  an  unfortunate  accident  happened  May  9, 1864.  By  some  derangement 
of  the  machinery,  Thomas  Mitchell,  Jr.,  was  struck  by  an  iron  bar  in  the  chest,  and 
instantly  killed.    lie  was  42  years  of  age. 

I  On  a  fa-ight  consisting  cliiefly  of  molasses  and  sugar,  entered  in  June,  1865,  by  the 
brig  John  R.  Plater,  belonging  to  this  firm,  the  duty  assessed  at  the  cnstom-honio,  New 
Loudon,  was  $6,688.72, — a  sum  indicative  of  a  yolnable  cargo. 


Yoto  in  October,  18G5,  on  the  amcadmcnt  of  (lio  Sinle  Constitiilion,  so 
u  to  allow  of  nogro  sutfrngo, — 

Yeas,  898.    Nays,  617. 

Tote  for  Gorenior  in  April,  18C3, — 

For  Wm.  A.  Buckingham,  1,235 ;  T.  H.  Seymour,  936 :  total,  2,171. 
In  April,  1813,  juat  50  years  before,  the  vote  for  Goremor  stood, — 
For  John  Cotton  Smitji,  126;  Elijah  Boardman,  112:  total,  270. 

Vote  in  April,  1865, — 

For  Wm.  A.  Buckingham,  1,284 ;  Origen  S.  Seymour,  462. 


CHAPTER  LI. 

NonWlCII   IH  C02TNBOTION   WITH  THE  WaR  FOR  TDB  UzflOK. 

TiiR  fall  of  Fort  Sumter  and  the  call  of  the  Prcsitlcnt  for  75,000  men, 
— cvcntfl  that  occurred  successively  on  the  14th  and  15th  of  April,  1861,— 
have  made  those  days  forever  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country. 
From  a  condition  of  outward  repose,  and  amid  the  common  routine  of 
affairs,  the  whole  nation  was  suddenly  roused  to  a  stnte  of  wild  excitement 
Tho  startling  fact,  that  we  were  at  war,  ran  through  the  country  like  the 
rush  of  a  whirlwind.  The  spirited  outbreak  of  the  North  in  favor  of  tho 
Union  was  s|>on(ancous  and  universal.  A  strong  lino  was  immediately 
drawn  hot  ween  loyalty  and  secession,  but  all  other  party  distmctions  and 
political  feuds  seemed  for  the  time  obliterated.  The  nation  was  witliout 
soldiers,  without  munitions  of  war  or  military  equipments,  but  an  army 
leaped  into  existence,  armed,  equipped,  and  ready  for  action. 

A  record  of  what  was  done  in  a  single  town  to  support  the  war  for  the 
Union,  will  duplicate  the  history  of  hundreds  of  other  towns  in  New  Eng- 
land. Kut  there  is  a  local  interest  in  these  side  details  of  the  great  con- 
flict, which  makes  it  an  imperative  duty  that  they  should  be  registered. 
Personal  incidents  and  minor  details,  that  might  find  no  place  in  general 
histories  of  the  war,  have  a  deep  and  enduring  interest  for  towns  and 
neighborhoods.  Honor  and  grateful  regard  call  upon  us  to  record  the 
deeds  of  our  volunteers,  to  perpetuate  the  names  of  the  valiant,  and  to 
cherish  the  memory  of  those  among  them  who  fell  in  the  service.  A  town 
history  is  incomplete  without  these  memorials. 

The  Governor  of  Connecticut  when  the  war  broke  out  was  William  A. 
l^uckiuglmm,  a  citizen  of  Norwich,  who  was  then  in  the  fourth  year  of  his 
administration.  He  was  well  known  as  an  earnest  patriot  and  a  staunch 
friend  both  of  the  Union  and  the  National  Government  This  undoubt- 
edly quickened  the  action  and  added  to  the  energy  of  the  town  measures. 
Large  and  enthusiastic  meetings  assembled  almost  spontaneously  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  enlistments  and  pledging  the  efforts  and  resources 
of  Mie  conmiunity  in  support  of  the  National  Flag.  The  intense  excite- 
ment that  prevailed  sought  relief  by  demonstrations  of  loyalty  in  various 
moiles. 


Tlicrc  was  no  Hag-stafT  or  liberty-pole  of  any  note  in  or  nrountl  Nor- 
widi.  Suddenly  llio  Naliaiml  Biinner  wns  flung  to  the  bruczc  fi-oin  every 
CODBjiicuous  point  in  the  luiidatupe.  It  \ras  swung  across  ftlnin  alrcet, 
between  Apollo  Ilall  luid  (lie  Wuiiregan ;  it  was  >Ii splayed  from  tlic  tower 
of  tlie  First  Congi'egationfil  Cliurcli ;  it  fluttered  among  tlio  gruvcs  of 
TVaaliinglon  street,  rose  Uigh  over  Broadway  and  the  Free  Academ/,  nnd 
graced  the  rope-walk,  the  engine  luJU,  the  numerous  fncloriea,  tlio  scbool- 
iiouaes,  and  several  private  reaidcnced.  It  was  elevated  at  GrecauviUc, 
at  tlie  Fidls,  on  ihe  old  Court-hotisc,  at  the  Town-plot,  and  at  YaiilScvillc 
Aa  these  tlirew  out  their  foUU, other  fhgi  from  nil  lliesnrroiuiding  villttgca 
nnd  towns  of  llie  old  Nine-milcs-sqiiiire, — Bozraliville,  Filchvillu,  Fnuik- 
lin,  Sprague,  Ilunovcr,  Jewelt  City, — rose  imd  waved  in  unison.  Tho 
highcxt  of  these  stimdni-tla  viaa  llmt  which  gurmoiititud  the  Viiciis  cngiuc> 
house  at  the  Falls,— 182  feet. 

The  Governor's  cnll  for  volunteers  to  fill  tlie  quota  of  Connecticul  was 
issued  April  IGth.  In  twenty-two  days,  fifiy-four  companies  were  rnised 
in  the  State,  offering  their  services  for  the  throe  months,  hut  as  only  three 
regiments  were  required,  many  of  thorn  were  disbanded. 

The  First  Regiment  C.  V.  wa^  recruited  in  Hartford.  Two  young  meoi 
of  Norwich,  E.  K.  Alibolt  and  S.  T.  C.  Merwin,  hastened  Ihillier  and  en- 
rolled tiieir  names  as  iirivntcs  in  Killu  Co.  A.  This  wiu  Uie  company  llutt 
in  just  twelve  hoars  from  the  opening  of  llic  roll,  rc|>ortctl  to  tlic  Ailjulaut* 
General,  with  a  full  complement  of  men  und  ils  ollleers  ehojon. 

Col  Daniel  Tyler,  n  retired  ulHcvr  of  the  regular  unuy,  residiiijr  r( 
Norwich,  was  api>ointed  Colonel  of  ihia  regiment.*  John  L.  Si>iililiii», 
also  of  Korwich,  was  the  Scrgeant-BIajor. 

For  the  other  two  regiments,  three  companies  were  raised  in  the  town, 
that  went  into  service  under  Captains  Frank  S.  Chester,  Henry  Pcalo, 
and  Edward  Ilarlnnd.  These  oflicers,  with  tlieir  six  lienlcnunls,  mid 
Lieut.  Col.  David  Yoinig  of  the  2d  C.  V.,  wci-e  all  of  Norwich.  Twelve 
commissioned  olScers  and  135  enlisted  men  are  ereditcd  to  tlie  town  for 
the  thi-ec  montlis  service  in  the  State  oecounts.  The  cnltatnients  hcgiiii 
April  18(h. 

Capl.  Chestei-'s  company  left  the  dly  for  the  camp  nt  New  ITuvcn, 
April  22d,  and  CapL  Peale's  the  24lh.  These  were  mustered  into  tha 
2d  C.  V.  na  companies  A.  and  B.  Capt-  Harlaiid'a  company  left  for 
Ilarlford  the  29th,  and  was  received  into  the  3d  C.  V. 

The  whole  community  was  moved  when  these  first  companies  departed. 
Warfare  was  a  new  experience,  nnd  the  nature  of  the  contest  excited 

<  Colonel  Tjler,  now  Brigadier-aonrral,  is  r>  nnliro  of  Brooklyn,  Ct.,  and  a  gnuln. 
Ma  of  Weit  I'oiDt.  Ho  retired  from  Ibo  U.  S.  Army  in  189S,  and  had  been  engaged 
M  a  dvil  engineer  id  aaporiDtending  tlie  construction  of  railroad*.  At  a  later  period 
of  the  war,  he  commaaded  a  dlvisioa  of  ttie  Army  of  the  Misaiaeippi. 
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thrilling  emotions.  Throngs  of  citizens,  joung  and  old,  accompanied  them 
to  the  place  of  their  embarkation,  embracing  them,  and  invoking  blessings 
on  them  and  their  cause.  The  magnitude  of  the  principles  involved  in 
the  contest  seemed  to  give  a  deep  significance  to  every  measure  connected 
with  it. 

In  aid  of  these  first  enlistments,  moncj  was  poured  out  like  water.  A 
large  sum  wiis  raised  by  private  uubscription  for  bounties  and  equipments. 
The  Thames  Bank,  following  the  example  of  other  monied  institutions  of 
the  State,  tendered  to  the  Grovcrnor  a  loan  of  $100,000  for  public  use.  A 
throng  of  ladies  met  for  many  successive  days  to  prepare  articles  of  cloth* 
ing  convenient  for  the  departing  soldiers.  On  Saturday  evening,  April 
20,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Breed  Hull,  where  eloquent  speeches  were 
made  and  patriotic  resolutions  carried,  while  at  the  same  time  the  galleries 
and  adjoining  otfices  were  occupied  by  women  busily  employed  in  making 
garmiMitM  for  the  vohtntcer^.  Nor  did  this  work  cease  upon  the  Sabbath. 
Labor  and  prnycr  went  together  through  the  day. 

The  following  cotcmporancous  notice  gives  a  vivid  idea  of  the  scene, 
and  shows  the  starting-point  of  a  series  of  efforts  for  the  health  and  com- 
fort of  the  soldier  in  field,  camp,  and  hospital,  which,  under  feminine 
agency,  with  the  title  of  the  Soldier's  Aid  Society^  knew  no  intermission 
from  that  time  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

A  Rkvolutionart  Sabbath. — The  2l8t  day  of  April  was  such  a  Sanday  as  the 
good  town  of  Norwich  never  before  saw.  The  beating  of  drums,  the  marching  and 
drilling  of  military  companies,  the  display  of  flags,  and  fluttering  of  bunting,  the  pres- 
ence of  unusual  crowds  in  all  the  streets,  the  hum  of  labor  where  the  uniforms  of  vol- 
nntccrs  were  being  made,  the  earnestness  and  enthusiasm  that  seemed  to  animate  the 
multitude,  and  the  eagerness  of  the  j)copIe  to  learn  the  latest  intelligence  by  telegraph, 
all  combined  to  make  such  a  Sabbath  as  will  long  bo  remembered. 

All  day  long  the  Buckingham  Rifles,  Capt.  Frank  S.  Chester,  were  engaged  in  drill 
and  exercise,  preparing  themselves  for  the  active  duties  of  the  service  in  which  they 
have  cnliste^l. 

AlKiut  3J0  Iadic3  occupied  Breed  Ilall  and  the  ofBccs  below,  engaged  in  making  op 
the  uniforms  for  the  company. 

At  the  scvend  churches  in  the  city,  sermons  appropriate  to  the  times  were  preached. 
All  the  conversation  was  upon  war  topics.  It  was  a  Sunday  such  as  we  may  hare  read 
of  in  our  Revolutionary  history,  but  have  never  before  seen.     [Bulletin.] 

The  three  regiments  left  the  State  on  the  10th,  14th  and  22d  of  May. 
They  were  at  first  detained  near  Washington,  and  united  in  one  command 
under  Col.  Tyh;r.  They  were  afterward  stationed  along  the  outposts  in 
Virginia,  where  they  were  engagc^d  in  guard  duty,  enlivened  with  scout- 
ing and  skirmishing.  In  July  they  were  ordered  to  Centerville,  and  from 
thence  sent  forward  to  meet  the  enemy,  with  whom  they  had  their  firsv 
encotniter  in  a  sharp  skirmish  at  Blackburn's  Ford.  Three  days  after- 
ward, July  2l5t,  they  took  part  in  the  battle  at  Bull  Run. 

42 
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In  this  disastrous  fight  the  casualties  of  the  three  regiments  were  six 
men  killed  and  sixty  wounded  and  missing.  Of  the  Norwich  Toluntcen, 
onlj  one  was  killed, — David  C.  Case,  who  was  struck  by  a  cnniion-boll, 
and  died  on  the  field.  Corporal  John  B.  Jennings,  Cliarlcs  A.  Murraj 
and  David  Rosenblatt,  enlisted  men  from  Norwich,  were  taken  prisoners. 

Austin  6.  Monroe,  a  sergeant  in  CapL  Chester's  company,  had  been 
previously  captured.  He  was  taken  while  out  on  a  scouting  excursion, 
with  one  companion,  near  Falls  Church,  Va.,  June  IDth,  and  it  was  not 
known  whether  he  was  killed  or  captured  till  the  next  October,  when  lus 
friends  received  a  letter  from  him,  dated  in  July  from  a  Richmond  prison. 
He  endured  a  year's  captivity  before  he  was  released. 

The  three  regiments  completed  their  term  of  service  and  were  di^ 
charged  in  August  Two  of  the  enlisted  men  from  Norwich  had  died  in 
hospital  of  disease.  The  prisoners,  Jennings,  Monroe,  and  Murray,  were 
exchanged  and  came  home  the  next  Juno.*  Col.  Tyler  was  commissioned 
as  a  Brigadier- General  in  March,  1862. 

Fresh  calls  for  volunteers  were  issued  by  the  President,  even  before 
the  return  of  the  three  months  men, — May  4t]i  for  300,000,  and  July  lOtli 
for  500,000.  The  recruiting  service  was  kept  lively,  and  the  enlistments 
as  yet  were  freely  tendered.  The  civil  and  military  authorities,  public 
opinion  and  the  spontaneous  zeal  of  individuals,  co-operated  in  favor  of 
the  measures  of  government. 

In  town  meeting,  Oct.  7, 18G1,  the  following  resolutions  passed,  almost 
by  acclamation : 

Resolved,  That  wo  extend  ourhcartj  thanks  to  our  bravo  sohlicri  who  have  withoul 
disiinctiou  of  party  rallied  to  the  defence  of  our  glorious  Union,  and  to  the  8ui)[>ort  of 
the  Qovemment  in  suppressing  this  causeless  and  most  unnatural  rebellion  ; 

That  wo  arc  proud  of  the  noble  position  our  State  has  assumed  in  common  with  tlio 
other  loyal  States,  and  we  hereby  pledge  to  the  Goyernraent  our  oid  and  support,  wiili 
every  energy  God  has  given  us,  until  our  flag  shall  float  over  every  fort  belonging  to 
tho  Union,  and  over  every  State  from  Canada  to  tho  Gulf  of  Mexico ; 

That  we  arc  engaged  in  a  contest  as  reul  and  vital  as  tho  war  of  the  Revolution,  &.c. 

Resolved,  That  tho  Town  Clerk  be  requested  to  procure  a  record-book,  and  inako  aa 
perfect  a  Roster  as  practicable  of  the  companies  of  Captains  Chester,  Pealo,  Ilurland, 
Dennis,  Ward,  Maguire,  Sawyer,  Daniels,  and  such  other  companies  from  Norwich  oa 
have  been  or  shall  bo  hereafter  mustered  into  the  service  of  tho  Government  to  aid  iu 
suppressing  this  rebellion,  &c. 

In  1862,  additional  calb  for  troops  were  made  by  the  Government, — 
July  2d,  300,000  to  serve  for  three  years  or  the  war ;  and  Aug.  4th,  300,- 
000  for  nine  months.     Tlie  quota  of  the  town  must  be  forthwith  raised, 

♦  Monroe  and  Murroy,  in  a  month  after  their  return,  re-enlisted  and  went  into  Capi. 
Peale's  company,  18lh  C.  V.,  and  were  again  taken  prisoners  at  Winchester  in  June, 
1363. 
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and  to  aid  the  pix>grcs8  of  enlistment  a  grand  rallj  was  made  in  favor  of 
the  flag,  the  Union,  the  Government,  and  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war.  The  public  meetings  held  at  Breed  Hall  and  the  mass  meetings  in 
Franklin  Square  were  remarkable  for  the  resolute  earnestness  that  pre- 
vailed. 

Many  of  the  volunteers  at  this  period  seem  to  have  entered  tlieir  names 
on  the  roll  in  a  spirit  of  spontaneous  self-dedication,  and  others  with  an 
earnest  sobriety  indicative  of  dcep-scalcd  principle.  It  was  creditable  to 
human  nature  to  find  such  fervent  love  of  country  and  attachment  to  the 
Union  pervading  all  classes  of  society.  Clerks  came  from  the  stores, 
laborers  from  the  farms,  and  operatives  from  the  mills  and  workshops, 
with  the  same  hearty  alacrity. 

The  course  of  busincs**,  as  well  as  of  thought  and  conversatioir,  was 
turned  into  the  channel  of  war.  The  armories  and  machine-shops  of  the 
town  developed  an  astonishing  activity  and  adaptcdness  to  the  production 
of  hostile  weapons.  The  sail-makers  in  their  lofls  were  engsigcd  in  mak- 
ing tents.  Many  skillful  hands  assisted  by  nice  machinery  were  kept  at 
work  upon  uniforms  and  other  military  equipments.* 

The  highest  point  of  enthusiasm  was  reached  at  a  town  meeting  held 
on  the  dOth  of  August  to  consider  the  best  means  of  raising  the  town's 
quota  of  300,000  men  for  nine  months.  This  was  one  of  the  most  excit- 
ing and  enthusiastic  meetings  ever  convened  in  Norwich.  The  tenders 
made  by  individuals  were  on  a  noble  scale  of  liberality.  One  afler  an- 
other, in  a  spirit  of  emulous  zeal,  such  offers  as  these  were  made, — 

One  hundred  dollars  to  the  first  ten  that  enlist. 

The  same  to  the  second  ten. 

Ten  dollars  to  the  first  sixty. 

The  same  to  the  next  twenty. 

One  thousand  dollars  to  the  families  of  those  that  enlist. 

Five  hundred  to  the  same. 

One  hundred  to  the  same. 

Another  hundred  to  the  same,  &c.,  &c 

Some  twenty  or  thirty  offers  of  this  kind  were  thus  spontaneously  made,, 
either  at  the  moment,  or  added  afterward  by  individuals  not  present  at 
the  meeting,  raising  a  sum  considerably  above  $20,000. 

In  the  public  assemblies  convened  at  this  interesting  period,  it  was  not 
uncommon  for  individuals,  moved  by  the  stirring  appeals  of  the  speakers, 
or  prompted  by  their  own  determined  purpose,  to  come  forth  from  the- 
nudience,  and  with  deep  emotion  offer  themselves  to  their  country.     It  was- 

*  Jnmcs  M.  Nolson  of  Norwich  contracted  in  18G2  to  make  1000  militAry  touts  per 
month  from  Jnnnnrj  to  June.  He  kept  200  hands  and  two  doiscn  sewing-machines  at 
work.  Dnniol  Dclanoy  contracted  to  make  a  large  nambor  of  tents  for  the  Connocticat; 
regiments. 


660  HI8T0BT    OF    NOBWIOH. 

* 

thas  that  Captains  Peale,  Seldcn,  Stanton,  Iluntoon  and  otiiers  volunteered 
their  services.  Several  of  the  early  companies  seemed  to  be  raised  with 
the  swell  of  a  flood,  sweeping  them  into  the  ranks. 

Through  the  whole  contest  there  was  no  departure  in  the  action  of  the 
town  from  the  spirit  of  these  earlj  measures.  But  as  the  war  went  for* 
ward,  demanding  its  hundreds  of  thousands  of  recruits,  it  became  more 
and  more  difficult  in  Norwich,  as  in  other  towns,  to  raise  the  prescribed 
number.  Volunteer  enlistments  were  no  longer  to  be  expected.  The 
material  was  exhausted ;  there  was  no  surplus  on  hand.  Even  in  tlie 
peaceful  pursuits  of  trade  and  agriculture,  the  incessant  demands  of  the 
armj  led  to  a  deficiency  of  laborers. 

^ut  the  drafl  or  conscription  authorized  conditionally  by  the  Govern- 
ment was  not  enforced  in  Norwich.  A  few  individuals  procured  substi- 
tutes, but  in  general  the  quotas  of  the  town,  to  answer  the  repeated  calls 
of  1863-4,  were  raised  by  the  selectmen  or  by  war  committees,  who  bj 
large  bounties  and  strenuous  exertions  procured  the  requisite  number. 

The  State  in  1863  made  the  liberal  offer  of  S300  to  every  person,  white 
or  colored,  that  should  enlist  before  January,  1864.  The  town  about  the 
same  time  inci*eased  their  bounty  to  $150.  This  being  found  insunicicnt, 
by  a  vote  of  Dec  1,  1864,  the  whole  business  was  entrusted  to  a  war 
committee,  who  were  to  pay  drafted  persons,  substitutes  and  volunteers  on 
the  quota  of  the  town,  such  sums  as  should  be  considered  ncccs.'fary  and 
expedient.  This  committee  paid  in  some  instances  a  very  high  lK>unty. 
The  glow  of  enthusiasm  had  faded  away.  Tlie  war  was  a  fettled  affairy 
and  recruits  were  to  be  raised,  as  otlier  business  was  traii.saete<l,  upon 
pecuniary  i)rincii)le3. 

Most  of  lliese  later  recruits  diflTereil  widely  in  character  from  thu  early 
enlisted  men.  Tliose  were  patriots,  and  these  were  hirelings.  Very  fov 
of  the  latter  were  town  renidents.  They  were  procured  by  agents  froni 
other  places,  and  many  of  them  after  securing  the  bounty  ti»ok  the  rir>t 
opportunity  to  desert.  Others  among  them  made  good  soldier^,  lint 
these  later  enlistments  represented  the  town,  only  as  paid  for  by  its  funds 
and  credited  to  its  account  in  tlie  State  calendar. 


A  brief  sketcli  of  the  forces  raised  in  Coimecticut  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  war,  will  give  opportunity  to  point  out  how  far  Norwich  i)artieipated 
in  the  great  contest.  Eacli  town  in  this  respect  lias  a  hi.story  of  its  own. 
The  object  in  this  outline  will  be  to  trace  the  ollicers  and  enlisted  men 
from  this  one  community  only,  in  order  to  show  in  what  lines  of  service 
they  were  engaged  as  members  of  the  State  regiments. 

The  volunteers  from  the  State,  enlisting  in  1801  and  1802,  to  serve  for 
three  years  or  during  the  war,  were  arranged  in  seventeen  regiments, 
numbered  from  4  to  21  inclusive. 
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It  was  estimated  that  ncarlj  two-thirds  of  the  tliree  months  men  re- 
enlisted  in  the  service.  Many  who  had  served  as  privates  hccame  officers 
in  the  new  levies,  the  experience  they  had  gained  being  of  great  advant- 
age in  drilling  the  fresh  recruits  and  preparing  them  for  duty. 

The  4lh  C.  V.  was  mustered  at  Hartford  in  June,  1861.  The  Major, 
Henry  Birge,  and  Assistant  Surgeon,  Edwin  Bentley,  with  eighteen  or 
twenty  members  of  different  companies,  were  from  Norwich.  It  was  sent 
to  Ilarrisburg,  and  associated  with  Gen.  Patterson's  troops.  In  Novem- 
ber, it  was  stationed  at  Fort  Richaixlson,  near  Washington.  In  January, 
18G2,  Ihia  regiment  was  changed  from  infantry  to  artillery,  and  re-organ- 
ized as  1st  Conn.  Heavy  Artillery,  under  the  management  of  Major  Birge, 
who  was  appointed  Colonel  of  the  Artillery,  but  soon  afterward  transferred 
to  the  loth  Ucgiment  of  Infantry. 

The  r;th  C.  V.  was  the  regiment  which  Col.  Colt  proposed  to  adopt  and 
equip.  A  very  fine  Iri.^h  company  was  raised  in  Norwich,  with  the  ex- 
pectation of  joining  this  regiment,  called  the  Jackson  Guards.  They  were 
thoroughly  drilled  by  Col.  Thomas  C.  Kingsley  of  Franklin,  and  chose  for 
their  Captain,  Thomas  Maguire.  When  Col.  Colt  threw  up  his  interest 
in  the  regiment,  the  Jackson  Guard-^,  88  in  number,  disbanded,  but  were 
afterward  re-organized  and  accepted  into  the  1st  New  York  llegiment  of 
Artillery.  Capt.  ISIaguire  was  subsequently  a  Major  in  the  New  York 
service.  William  A.  BeiTy,  of  this  company,  was  promoted  Captain,  and 
after  participaliiig  in  many  severe  battles,  ^i^^d  serving  from  his  first  enlist- 
ment in  the  thnic  months  campaign,  full  three  years,  was  killed  during 
the  siege  of  Petersburg.  He  was  succeeded  by  Capt.  Thomas  Scott,  also 
of  the  Norwich  company. 

In  the  5th  C.  V.,  afterward  under  the  command  of  Col.  Warren  W. 
Packer  of  JMystic,  Norwich  had  no  oflicers,  and  only  a  few  enlisted  men, 
less  than  twenty  in  all.  This  regiment  was  mustered  in  July,  18G1,  and 
was  t-ent  to  Virginia,  where  they  had  many  sharp  conflicts  with  the  enemy. 
Stonewall  Jackson  inquired  of  a  prisoner  how  many  5th  Connecticuts  there 
were,  since  he  heard  of  them  on  all  sides.  At  the  battle  of  Cedar  Mount- 
ain, the}'  lost  173,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  Nine  brave  men  fell  in 
defending  their  colors ;  among  whom  was  Sergeant  Alexander  S.  Avery, 
of  Norwich,  who  died  upon  the  battle-field,  Aug.  9,  18G2. 

In  September,  18G3,  the  5th  C.  V.  was  transferred  from  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  to  that  of  the  Cumberland.  It  was  with  Sherman  in  his 
long  southern  march.  At  the  hard-fought  battle  of  Resaca,  Ga.,  May  15, 
1804,  out  of  ten  men  belonging  to  Norwich,  who  had  re-enlisted  as  vet- 
erans, four  were  reported  among  the  wounded.* 

Of  the  Gth  C.  V.  William  G.  Ely  of  Norwich  was  appointed  Lieut. 
Colonel,  but  was  soon  transferred  by  promotion  to  the  18th.     The  Quar- 

*  John  G.  Blake,  Thomas  W.  Baird,  Delano  Caq)cntcr,  and  Stephen  Corcoran. 
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master,  J.  V.  B.  Williams,  and  twelve  enlislcd  Gcnnam,  were  from  Nor- 
wich. Tliia  regiment  obtained  bonoralile  notice  for  its  conBiiicuoua  gnl< 
lantfy  in  llie  fierce  assaults  upon  llic  Morris  I^lnnd  batterios  tuid  l''ort 
Wagner,  near  Clinrledton.  In  one  of  these  attacks,  ibi  commatider,  Col. 
ChatfielJ,  received  his  death  v 

Alfred  P.  Uockwell,  ofNorwIdi,  was  appointed  Colonel  in  June,  ISM. 
He  had  previously  served  two  years  as  Captain  of  the  1st  L);^lit  ituliciy, 
C.  T.,  and  had  been  stationed  oik  Jainea  I^^land  and  other  pLUU  of  the 
Carolinian  eo&st,  co-operating  in  llie  siege  of  Charleston. 

The  7th  C.  V.  received  the  first  regnlar  company  of  three  years  men 
that  was  recruited  in  Norwich.  The  Captain,  John  B.  Dennis,  and  the 
Lieutenants,  Theodore  Burdick  and  Gorham  Dennis,  were  town  rvsiduuts. 
Of  the  enlisted  men,  twenty-three  wei-e  from  Norwidi,  tlie  reinniihlur  of 
the  company  fi-om  neighboring  towns.  LieuL  Burdick,  subsciiuentty  jtro- 
moted  to  the  command  of  a  company,  was  killed  at  Fort  Wagner,  July 
11,  1863. 

The  7th  C.  Y.  was  the  first  Union  regiment  that  hmded  on  the  soil  of 
South  Carolina.  Tlicy  were  iu  WHglit'«  llrigikdu  under  Sherman,  in  the 
expedition  against  Beaufort,  and  uficr  the  bomburdmcut  and  rnin  of  Fort 
Walker,  when  tlie  troops  disembarked,  the  7lh  Connecticut  look  the  lead, 
landing  in  twenty-seven  boats  upon  the  beach  below  IliUon  Ilcud. 

This  regiment  oflerword  performed  a  vast  amount  of  cxhuustiog  work 
at  Tybce  Island,  preparatory  to  the  reduction  of  Fori  Puliuki.  Tlicaa  » 
labors  were  continued  for  four  inonlhs  without  intermission.  During  thd  ^ 
bombardment,  the  7th  Connecticut  managed  five  out  of  the  eleven  bat  turioa 
that  fired  upon  the  fort,  and  the  flag  of  the  captured  fortress  was  sent  to 
the  Governor  of  Conneetieut,  aa  a  token  of  the  distinguished  part  the  reg- 
iment had  lalicn  in  its  reduction.* 

Capl.  Dennis  of  Norwich  commanded  one  of  the  batteries.  His  brother, 
2d  Lieut.  Gorham  Dennis,  was  obliged  to  resign  and  return  home,  tlio 
drifting  saods  and  bright  sunshine  of  tlic  place  afiecting  his  eyes,  and 
threatening  him  with  enlJre  loss  of  sightf 

This  regiment  m  February,  1SG4,  participated  in  the  hazardous  and 
exhausting  march  upon  Olustee,  Flo.,  and  was  aRerward  engaged  upon 
the  James  Biver  and  in  the  trenches  before  Petersburg.  On  tlie  first  of 
June,  while  guarding  the  picket  line,  tlie  regiment  was  attacked  with  great 
fury,  several  companies  flanked,  and  83  prisoners  taken  by  the  enemy, 
Capt  Dennis  and  20  of  bis  company  were  of  the  number. 

While  CapL  Dennis  was  detained  a  prisoner,  he  was  one  of  the  Unirai 
soldiers  sent  to  Charleston  and  placed  within  the  range  of  tlie  U.  S.  cannon 

•  Conn.  Wor  Record,  p.  32. 

t  Voai  LroUvin  Denais,  toiu  of  Jorcd  Ooonla  of  Norwich  FoUi,  wers  in  the  annj 
dnriog  the  wu. 
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in  retaliation  for  the  bombardment  of  the  city,  which  was  then  in  progress 
under  Gen.  Gilhnore.  In  a  letter  published  soon  after  his  escapCi  be 
sajs: 

"  On  the  IGth  of  Aagast  last,  [1864,]  I  was  one  of  600  U.  S.  prisouen  of  war  that 
arrired  in  tho  city  of  Charleston  to  be  placed  under  fire  of  tlie  U.  S.  batteries  on  Moon's 
Island ;  600  having  arrived  a  few  days  before,  and  600  a  few  days  after,  making  in  all 
1800,  all  confined  within  one  square,  viz.,  Work-house,  Marine  Hospital,  Jail,  and 
Roper  Hospital.  Our  condition  was  one  of  extreme  wretchedness,  very  few  baring 
any  money,  and  fewer  still  clothes  to  cover  them." 

Capt  Dennis  was  nflcrward  transferred  to  other  places  of  coniinementt 
and  during  his  captivity  was  a  tenant  of  six  different  prisons.  The  last 
was  Richland  Jail  in  Columbus,  S.  C,  from  which  he  attempted  to  escape 
with  two  other  officers  early  in  November,  18G4.  They  obtained  a  small 
boat,  and  passing  down  the  Congaree,  concealed  themselves  by  day,  and 
pursued  their  course  by  night.  But  the  second  night,  while  enveloped  in 
a  thick  fog,  the  boat  struck  a  snng,  and  upset  in  deep,  rapid  water.  After 
nearly  perishing  in  the  struggle  for  life,  they  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
shore,  but  were  discovered,  recaptured,  and  sent  back  to  Columbus. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  Capt.  Dennis,  with  thirteen  companions, 
made  niiothcr  attempt,  which  proved  successful.  They  obtained  a  flat-boat 
through  tlie  aid  of  friendly  negroes,  and  in  their  passage  down  the  river 
were  guided  and  fed  by  others  of  the  colored  race,  till  at  length  they 
reached  the  ocean,  where  fortunately  a  gunboat  was  lying  off  shore,  to 
which  they  made  signals,  and  were  taken  on  board.* 

In  the  8th  C.  V.  Norwich  had  a  large  interest  Edward  Ilarland,  one 
of  the  Captains  of  the  three  months  service,  was  its  Colonel ;  Charles  M. 
Coit,  Adjutant ;  DcWitt  C.  Lathrop,  Assistant  Surgeon ;  and  John  E. 
Ward,  Captain  of  Co.  D,  with  James  U.  Moore  and  Chnrles  A.  Breed, 
Lieutenants.  Nearly  half  of  the  enlisted  men  in  Capt  Ward's  company 
belonged  in  Norwich. 

This  regiment  was  in  Bumside's  expedition  to  North  Carolina.  CoL 
Ilarland  was  soon  placed  in  command  of  a  brigade,  and  Capt  Ward  by 
rapid  promotion  became  Colonel  of  the  regiment  Two  of  the  Norwich 
officers,  afler  a  few  months  of  efBcient  service,  were  numbered  with  the 
dead.  Dr.  DeWitt  C.  Lathrop  died  at  Newbern  in  April,  1862,  of  illness 
caused  by  over-exertion  in  the  duties  of  his  ofHce.  Lieut  Breed,  whUe 
engnged  in  important  service  on  the  Signal  Corps,  took  the  fever  of  the 
country,  and  expired  in  July.  These  men,  languishing  and  perishing 
from  disease,  died  for  their  country  as  truly  as  others  on  the  battle-field. 

This  regiment  was  in  the  battle's  fi*ont  at  South  Mountain  and  at  An- 
tietam.     In  the  last-named  terrible  fight  they  suffered  severely.     "We 

*  Speech  of  Hon.  L.  F.  S.  Foster  in  tho  U.  S.  Senate,  Jan.  25,  1865,  published  in 
tho  Daily  Globe  at  Washington. 
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faced  iLo  foe  until  linlf  tbc  regiment  were  sliot  doivo,  and  retired  only 
when  we  were  ordered."* 

In  (ilia  bnlllo  llie  regiment  wna  led  by  Cnitt.  J.  E.  Wnrd,  Col.  nnrianil 
Laving  charge  of  a  brigiule.  It  went  into  action  nbout  400  strong,  imil 
lost  194,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

Among  tlie  slain  was  Lieut.  llnrTin  Wait  of  Norwich.  Ilia  comrades 
ftflerward  apoke  willi  admiration  of  the  "steadfast  and  coumgcous  de- 
meanor" wliicli  this  young  man,  scarcely  above  tlio  ago  of  Itoyliood,  dis- 
played in  llie  field  of  battle.  When  a  ball  fi-om  n  rebel  batlery  strtiek  in 
Idst  of  hia  corajiany,  killing  three,  wounding  olhera,  covering  the 
lieutenant  himself  willi  blood  and  earth,  and  creating  some  confusion  in 
Hie  ranks,  he  rushed  to  Ihe  fi-ont,  closed  up  ihcir  lines,  and  ebecrvd  them 
on  to  the  asaaull.  Ho  stood  firm  amid  a  shower  of  bullets,  and  when 
wounded  in  the  arm,  refused  to  retire,  nor  left  his  post  until  lie  liail 
received  three  shots  and  was  fainting  willi  the  losa  of  blood.  Ho  was 
tlien  aided  to  a  jjlaee  considered  safe,  but  reeeivuil  the  last  fatal  ebot  wliilc 
lying  helpless  on  the  ground. 

lie  waa  the  first  commissioned  officer  from  Norwich,  ihal  M\  in  the 
war  for  tlie  Union.  Ilia  remniiia  were  tenderly  conveyed  to  liig  pnrtinla, 
and  laid  in  the  quiet  cemetery  upon  tho  Yanlic,  where  the  innrblu  ilcdi- 
CRted  to  his  memory  is  inscribed  with  names  that  keep  A'coli  the  remeiu- 
bronce  of  hia  valor:  Roanoke  Island,  Fori  Macon,  SoHth  Mou»taiH,  Ait' 
tietam.'\ 

In  the  campaign  of  18(13,  iho  8lh  Omu.  was  in  EaMem  ^Irgiiiin.  Oo 
the  19tli  of  April,  while  stationed  at  SiilTulk,  Cnl.  Wanl,  acting  iintlcr 
orders  from  Gen.  Getty,  with  130  men  fram  his  own  regiment,  and  150 
of  the  80th  N.  Y.  Vols,  under  Lieut.  Col.  England,  went  up  the  Nnnsc- 
mond  nnd  made  a  brilliant  charge  ujMn  the  Hill's  Point  battery,  an  annoy- 
ing post  held  by  the  enemy  upon  the  river  bank.  Tlie  fir^t  man  to  luap 
from  the  gunboat  to  the  shore  and  press  forwai-d  to  the  attack'  was  Cnpt. 
MeCall  of  the  8th  C.  V-t  The  post  was  taken  by  storai ;  tlie  New  York 
and  the  Connecticut  soldiers  planted  their  fiags  side  by  aide  u[Kin  tlic  rom- 
porta;  the  garrison  was  captured,  and  the  cannon  turned  againat  their 
former  owners  in  the  shortest  possible  time.     The  official  rejiort  snys : 

"  Wc  wen:  landed  >t  Rill's  Point,  in  thg  x«ax  of  Fort  Huger,  a  Utilo  before  •anwi, 

•  Conn.  Wnr  Rucord,  p.  11. 

t  Fomat  Spoflbrd,  another  orCiipl.  Wnril'i  compMiy,  onliHiing  oi  ilio  ago  orcigliioen, 
lost  liii  left  Qnn  in  coaacqaenco  of  wounils  received  at  AnticUuD,  but  1m  raiDBinnl  ia 
tbo  service,  nnd  nt  Wallliull  Junction,  in  Mnjr,  1S04,  wiis  iligliiiy  woundL'd  in  )ili  right 
•nn.  lie  nun  enrncatly  dcairoun  of  rc-cniiiiting  m  a  velcmii,  lint  tieing  njcctcil  bj  iho 
examining  aurgeon,  torved  oat  kii  ilireo  jrenra  and  was  liDaoml>1y  disclint{^. 

I  Coaa.  War  Record,  p.  la. 
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immedinteljr  charged  apon  the  works,  and  after  a  yerT*  short  stm^le,  captared  the  fnrt, 
with  fiye  pieces  of  artillerj,  a  lai-ge  qaantitj  of  ammnnition,  and  aboat  130  prisoners, 
indading  BCYen  officers." 

This  gallant  exploit  was  alike  honorable  to  Col.  Ward  and  the  brave 
men  of  his  coninmnd. 

In  the  advance  npon  the  enemy  made  by  a  part  of  Gen.  Butler's  army^ 
l^Iay  7, 18G  ly  the  8th  Conn,  led  the  van,  as  a  skirmishing  force.  A  severe 
engagement  took  place,  near  the  Walthall  junction  of  the  Richmond  and 
Petersburg  R.  11.,  in  which  the  regiment  was  exposed  to  a  raking  fire  from 
artillery  in  the  open  field,  and  was  at  last  compelled  to  retreat  with  a  list 
of  casualties  amounting  to  72. 

In  this  action  Col.  Ward  was  severely  bruised  with  a  shell,  Capt  James 
R.  Moore  badly  wounded,  and  Lieut.  Alfred  M.  Goddard  struck  down  by 
a  fatal  bullet  while  advancing  in  the  battle's  front  and  clieering  on  his 
men. 

Lieut.  Goddard  was  a  young  man  of  noble  character.  The  purest  patri- 
otism, a  deep  conviction  that  he  owed  this  service  to  his  country,  led  him 
into  the  field.  lie  had  been  absent  for  some  time  from  his  regiment,  en- 
gaged on  staff  duty  with  Gen.  Ilarland,  but  hastened  to  rejoin  his  com- 
mand when  it  was  called  into  action,  and  fell  in  his  fii-st  fight.  He  was 
conveyed  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  there  died  two  days  afterward. 

On  the  IGlh  of  May,  in  a  battle  fought  in  the  midst  of  an  Egyptian  fog, 
at  Drury's  Bluff,  near  Fort  Darling,  where  the  Union  forces  were  again 
repulsed,  the  gallant  Capt.  John  McCall  of  Norwich  was  shot  through  the 
heart,  and  died  instantly.  This  young  olliccr  possessed  all  the  prominent 
characteristics  of  a  good  soldier ;  he  was  cool,  steady,  prompt,  and  skillful. 
He  had  enlisted  as  a  private,  and  obtained  promotion  by  acknowledged 
merit. 

Lieut.  Goddard  and  Capt.  MeCall  were  interred  at  Norwich,  with  an 
interval  of  one  week  between  the  funeral  services.  The  city  authoritiesy 
the  military,  and  the  public  generally,  vied  with  personal  friends  in  honor- 
ing the  remains  of  these  heroic  young  men.  They  were  of  equal  age, 
went  from  the  same  place,  and  were  slain  within  ten  days  of  each  other, 
in  the  sanguinary  conflicts  upon  the  James  river,  martyrs  to  the  same 
nobility  of  principle, — love  for  liberty  and  tlie  Union. 

In  this  cain[)aigii,  tJie  8th  Conn.,  forming  a  part  of  the  Army  of  Vir- 
ginia, could  find  of  course  no  season  of  repose.*  It  was  a  crisis  requiring 
incessant  watchfulness  and  action.  The  actors  described  it  as  a  daily  bat- 
tle continuing  for  months, — a  constant  round  of  marching,  fighting,  sieging, 
doing  picket  duty,  digging  trenches  and  lying  in  them,  unless  startled  by 

*  "  The  8th  Conncctictit,  one  of  tlio  most  heroic  hnnds  of  men  that  over  marched 
bcncnth  n battlcflng."    Abbott's  History  of  the  War,  2 :  175. 
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mines,  or  called  away  by  sutlden  ultocka  to  more  arduona  eervicc."  Tlie 
regiment  was  reJuccd  lo  liltle  more  tban  linlf  lla  original  Gtrcngtlt.  CoL 
Ward  WI13  placed  ii)  commnnd  of  a  brig-.idu,  and  CiipL  Cliarlud  HI.  Coil  of 
Co.  B.  comm:inded  the  regiment  llirough  the  sanguinary  coullicU  ot  Cold 
Harbor,  the  euccesaful  cbargc  before  Pctei'sburg,  and  tbe  inontiid  of  tu-nry 
aiege  work  llmt  followed,  but  in  an  engagement  at  Fair  Oak^  Oct.  2liib, 
while  acting  as  Aseialant  Adjutant' General,  lie  was  sererely  wounded  in 
tbe  cliesi,  and  recorering  but  slowly,  retired  from  the  aervico  in  May, 
18G5. 

The  9lh  C.  V.  was  principally  an  Irish  regiment,  A  comjiany  was 
recruited  for  it  in  Norwich,  called  the  Sursfield  Guiirda.  Silas  W.  Saw- 
yer was  Captain,  and  between  20  and  30  of  the  enlisted  men  were  resi- 
dents in  Uie  town.  The  regiment  was  muslercd  into  aervice  ai  Lowtdl, 
Uasa.,  in  November,  13G1.  The  Sarsfteld  Guards  were  at  6nl  sooiewltat 
wild  and  unrnly,  and  the  petty  trespasses  of  the  company  near  Lowell 
mode  the  warning  cry  of  "Connecticut  over  the  fence  I"  a  temporary 
watch-word;  but  when  well  drilled  they  made  exciillent  soldiers. 

This  regiment  was  sent  to  New  Orleans,  and  performed  il^  llirce  yean 
of  arduous  duly  in  the  regions  bordering  upon  the  Mississippi.  It  cume 
home  on  veteran  furlough  In  April,  1861,  and  was  then  sent  into  Vii^ 
ginia.  Cap[.  Addis  E.  Payne  and  Lieut.  J.  U.  Lawler  were  from  Nor- 
wich .f 

Tn  tbe  lOlh  regiment,  as  it  went  Rr^t  into  the  army,  Norwich  hnJ  no 
representatives.     George  C  Rijih-y  was  nflerwnrd  nppoiuli'd  Liciitcnanl^^ 
but  detached  to  act  upon  the  slulf  of  Goii.  Furry. 

The  lltb  C.  V.  was  mualcrud  into  scrvico  under  Cob  Tliomas  II.  C. 
ITmgsbury  of  Fiunklin,  and  was  afterward  commanded  by  Col.  IL  W, 
Kingsbury,  who  was  killed  at  Antielam.  A  fine  company  called  Uio 
Harland  Rifles,  recruited  in  Norwich  and  gathering  23  of  the  enlisted 
men  from  the  town,  went  into  this  regiment,  under  Captain  Daiiiek  of 
Franklin. 

The  8th,  lOth  and  Ilth  regiments  were  in  Dumside'a  expeditiou  agninst 
North  Carolina.  Col.  Kingsbury  and  500  of  his  men  were  on  board  tha 
Votligeur  when  she  stranded  on  Cape  Hatteras,  and  lay  there  twenty-tliree 
days  before  they  could  get  ashore. 

In  the  renowned  battle  of  Anlietam,  so  destructive  to  human  life,  no 
single  regiment  was  visited  with  such  fearful  slaughter  as  the  lllh  Con- 

"  Report  of  Major  Pnlt 

i  la  October,  1869,  Lienl.  Lawlcr,  lale  ot  the  9tli  C.  V.,  mot  to  Ireland  on  a  vitit 
lo  hii  kindred.  On  arriving  in  Dublin,  ha  wai  amaUd  bj  tbe  Bridah  authoiitiei  on 
antplcian  of  bdog  a  lecrat  agent  of  ihe  Foaiaai.  Uu  rovolror,  anaj  modaU,  kc.,  wcro 
takes  B«  proof*  of  hii  Iioatile  iaieotioa*.  Ho  wai  mod,  however,  released  and  his  pit* 
toll  Bad  docamenu  reeiorcd.    [Norwich  Anrora. 
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necticat.  Besides  losing  its  Colonel,  it  was  nearly  halved.  Before  the 
conflict  its  strength  was  440 ;  97  were  killed,  and  102  woanded.* 

In  less  tlian  two  years  this  regiment  was  again  deprived  of  its  com- 
mander by  the  pitiless  stroke  of  war.  Col.  Griffin  A.  Stedman,  of  Hart- 
ford, a  brave  and  accomplished  officer,  was  killed  before  Petersburg,  Aug. 
5,  18G4. 

The  commissioned  officers  from  Norwich  in  the  11th  C.  Y.  were  Capt. 
Joseph  II.  Nickerson,  and  Lieuts.  6.  W.  Eeables  and  James  £.  Faller. 

In  the  1 2th  C.  V.  Norwich  had  but  a  few  enlisted  men,  and  only  one 
commissioned  officer  that  remained  in  the  regiment,  viz.,  Lieut.  Dwight 
McCall  of  Yantic;  but  in  the  1 3th  C.  V.  the  town  was  largely  repre- 
sented. Henry  W.  Birgc,  Colonel;  J.  B.  Bromley,  Quartermaster;  N. 
A.  Fisher,  Assistant  Surgeon  ;  G.  W.  Whittlesey,  Adjutant ;  Captmns 
Alfred  IVIilchcll  and  James  McCord ;  Lieuts.  J.  C.  Abbott,  W.  P.  Miner, 
and  II.  A.  Uiplcy,  with  nearly  half  a  hundred  enlisted  men,  were  from 
Norwich. 

These  two  regiments,  12th  and  13th,  were  sent  to  New  Orleans,  and 
employed  in  the  departments  of  the  Gulf  and  the  Mississippi. 

The  13th  was  quartered  at  first  in  the  custom-house,  and  was  like  a 
right  hand  to  General  Butler  in  preserving  order  and  sustaining  the  honor 
of  the  Union  flag.  This  regiment  was  remarkable  not  only  for  its  fine 
appearance,  neat  equipments,  and  soldier-like  regard  to  manners  and  eti- 
quette, but  for  prompt  obedience  of  orders  and  faithful  performance  of 
duty. 

These  regiments  in  their  southern  campaigns  had  a  trying  experience 
of  battles,  sieges,  skirmishes,  fevers,  and  long  marches.  At  Georgia 
Landing  tiicir  fii-st  blood  was  shed.  They  were  in  sharp  fights  at  Thibo- 
deaux,  Labadicrvillc,  Camp  Bissell,  Irish  Bend,t  and  Port  Hudson. 

At  Port  Hudson,  afler  the  Union  forces  had  been  twice  repulsed,  Gkn. 
Banks  called  upon  the  army  for  a  storming  party  of  1,000  volunteers,  to 
take  the  post  or  perish  in  the  attempt.  Col.  Birge  was  the  first  officer  to 
respond.  He  collected  a  roll  of  1,026  volunteers, — 91  officers  and  935 
enlisted  men, — and  olTcred  himself  with  them  to  the  commanding  General 
to  make  the  attempt.  Of  this  party,  242  were  from  the  regiment  of  CoL 
Birge,  (13tli  C.  V.)  and  45  from  the  12th  C.  V.  The  others  were  gath- 
ered out  of  the  forty  or  fifty  regiments  at  that  time  composing  the  Union 
Army  of  the  Mississippi.     While  this  heroic  band  were  preparing  for 

*  Four  of  the  Norwich  men  in  the  companjr  of  Cnpt.  Daniek  were  slain :  Darid  H. 
Ford,  J.  C.  Holwcll,  H.  M.  Scholfield,  and  John  W.  Wood. 

t  Capt.  McCord  of  Norwich  waa  highlj  commended  for  bravery  at  Irish  Bend.  While 
the  1 3th  was  encamped  al  Thibodeaux,  Lient  Andrew  T.  Johnson  of  Montrille  and 
Licnt  Wheeler  of  New  Haven  were  killed  by  the  explosion  of  a  car  loaded  with  am* 
munition. 
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their  hnzarilouB  tosk,  Uie  post  wna  uncxpcetcitly  eurrenJprcil,  nnil    the   , 
service  was  not  re<niir©d.     Tills,  Iiowever,  doea  not  ilelract  froni  llic  jxilri- 
otism  and  self-sncrificc  implieil  in  llie  offur,  wliJcli  hisloiy  will  ici-orJ  «a  a 
Bpecinl  instance  of  heroism  nnd  devotion  lo  llie  Union  cniisc.     AVlitn  iho 
formal  surrender  of  llie  fort  took  place,  llie  storming  party,  loil  by  Col.  I 
Birgc  and  bearing  llic  ling  of  tlie  I3lli  C.  V.,  were  Ilie  first  that  cnlere4« 
the  works,  and  llie  garrison  grounded  llieir  nrma  before  tlicm.  ^ 

In  tiic  lilh  C.  V.  Norwicli  liad  severnl  ellieicnt  oflicers  and  nearly  40 
enlislcd  men.  William  II,  Tiibbs  nnd  James  B.  Coit  were  Cnplaina ; 
Henry  P.  Goddiird  and  James  R.  Nickels  promoted  to  tbo  same  rank ; 
Morton  F.  Hale  and  Frederiek  Schalk,  Lieutenants. 

Thia  regiment  lias  a  martial  recoril  tliat  places  it  lilgli  In  Ibo  ranks  of 
heroism.  In  the  lirst  four  battles  iniwribcd  upon  its  banners,  il  was  eiio- 
cesaively  divided  into  nearly  equal  shares  between  tliosc  tliiit  suflLTcd  nnd 
those  that  escaped  injury.  The  loss  at  Aiilietam  was  15G;*  iit  Frwlcr- 
ickabnrg,  120  out  of  320  lliat  went  iiilo  baltle ;  at  Cliiuicellcrvilk-,  70  oiii 
of  220;  at  Gettysburg,  6S  out  of  IGO,  Nutwiilislandhig  its  rwliiccJ 
ranks,  this  regiment  at  Getlyslmrg,  in  the  final  tcrrillc  cliai'gc,  when  itio 
grand  attack  of  Lee  was  repulsed,  took  five  regimental  balile-Ilags  ntiJ 
over  forty  prisoners.f 

In  the  Virginia  campaign  of  1864,  this  regiment  again  niel  witli  suvcra 
losses, — taking  piirt  in  the  Ijattica  of  the  Wildeni&ts,  Siiolsyivjiuiii,  CuW 
Harbor,  Petersburg,  and  others.  Cnpt.  Coit,  pionioteil  Major  in  OiriulKsr, 
18G3,  was  wounded  in  five  different  lintiloi.  LiiMit.  S.-hnlk  diiil  of  wutttuls  ^ 
rccdvwl  in  the  WJJdmifs^.  C'jj/4.  Wkkuls,  scvmOy  woiuidr.l  in  tlie  bat- 
tle at  Ream's  Station,  languished  and  died  in  a  hospital  at  Waziliington, — 
one  of  the  purest,  bi-avost  spirits  that  the  war  numlicrcd  among  its  vic- 
tims. 

In  the  next  three  regiments  Norwich  liad  no  lociil  interest,  but  the  ISth 
was  regarded  as  peculiarly  her  own,  or  tht  home  rerjiment.  It  was  the  first 
that  was  here  mustered  into  service.  The  Fair  Ground  near  the  city  was 
prepared  for  the  camp,  and  a  hickory  flag-staff  eighty  feel  high  raised  as  ' 
the  signal-post.  The  regiment  consisted  of  five  companies  from  Windhnm 
county,  and  five  from  New  London  county.  Tbe  latter  were  all  recruited 
Iq  Norwich,  and  the  cosily  banners  of  the  regiment,  Nntioiiat  and  State, 
were  a  gift  from  the  ladies  of  the  place. 

Of  the  commissioned  officers,  eigtilcen  were  from  Norwich,  viz.,  Wm. 
G.  Ely,  Colonel ;  D.  W.  Hakes,  Quartermaster  i  G.  M.  Caileton,  Siir- 
geon;  J.  P.  Itockwoll,  Scrgcint-Brajor j  five  Cniitnins, — Diivis,  Itromley, 
Hakes,  Peale,  Knapp;  and  nine  LieutenanU, — Isl,  Lindsay,  Morrison, 
Merwin,  Palmer, — 2d,  Cowles,  Francis,  Higgins,  Lilly,  and  Tiffany.     Of 

*  B«port  of  Col.  Morris, 
t  Bcportof  Col.  Xllij. 
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of  llie  regiment  which  escaped  capture,  nambering  about  300,  assembled 
al  Ilnrrisburg  under  bitijor  Pcale.  Uoat  or  the  privalo  BohlJi-rd  that  bad 
been  sent  to  Richmond,  were  oflcr  a  few  weeks  paroled  nui]  cxcliimgcd, 
rejoining  the  regiment  in  October)  but  the  oflicers  norc  confined  for  nioe 
montha  in  Uie  Libbj  and  Belle-island  prisons,  ajid  not  exchanged  till  the 
next  March.  Col.  Ely  was  one  of  a  party  of  Union  officers  that  escaped 
from  Libby  in  Fcbruaiy,  18G4,  by  tunneling,  but  was  recnptiii'cd  before 
reaching  the  Federal  lines,  and  carried  bade  to  confiiicmenL 

With  il9  ranks  partially  realore<l,  ihe  ISlli  entered  upon  the  campaign 
of  1864  in  the  Rhcnundoah  Valley.  It  look  part  in  the  action  at  New- 
market, May  ISlli,  and  fcnight  with  conspicuoui  galliintry  under  Oeneral 
Huntei'a  command,  at  the  severe  battle  of  Fiedmont,  Jane  filh.  Cotooel 
Ely's  report  says : 

"The  IStli  Conn,  Volnnwera  w«ta  on  tlierigtit  of  Geo.  nuntar'i  linaof  boltle,  it* 
mlun  took  tlie  lesd  in  Ilie  Rnl  charge,  and  Soalcd  dcflant  (ill  wc  triuiuphcJ.  All  of 
the  Culur  Gaaid  wcro  wouoJcd  excejil  one,  our  banner  ridilleil  l>;  tniiiie  bulla  uod  c*d< 
non  ibol,  adiI  s  lou  or  127  in  killed  and  woundcil  (ells  oar  atorjr." 

Among  the  viclima  were  Adjutant  E,  B.  Culver,  a  brave  and  ralued 
oHlcor,  Corporal  J,  T.  Bradley,  and  private  William  II.  Ilaoiilloii,  young 
men  from  Norwich  who  Ictl  good  situations  to  devote  Uiemselvcs  to  lli« 
service  o(  tlicir  country.  Lieut.  J.  T.  Maginnis  of  Co.  E,  nfler  being 
released  from  bia  long  captivity  in  llichmond,  cumc  home  on  a  brief  fur- 
lough, and  hod  rejoined  tlio  regiment  only  a  week  before  lliu  baltlu. 
Faitliful  and  gallant  to  the  lust,  he  fi^ll  at  his  (lo^t,  morliilly  wutuidcd,  uiid 
died  the  next  day.* 

The  16th  was  constantly  engaged  during  thin  long  campaign,  either  in 
toilsome  journeys  or  severe  battles;  inarching  upwards  of  1,100  milca, 
and  participating  in  six  general  engagements, — at  Newmarket,  PiedmoDl, 
Lynchburg,  Snicker's  Ford,  the  second  battle  of  Winchester,  and  Uerry- 
ville,  all  in  Virginia. 

The  regiment  was  finally  mustered  out  of  service  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
June  27,  16G5.  It  was  then  550  strong,  and  had  been  three  ycius  in  tba 
field,  but  its  ranks  had  been  several  times  strengthened  by  recruits.  CoL 
Ely  had  previously  resigned,  and  the  regiment  was  under  the  command 
of  LieuL  CoL  Peale,  a  veteran  olficer  who  had  been  upwards  of  four 


log  inroad  npon  the  town.  He  rejoined  hii  repniant  at  Harpcr'i  Ferr;,  and  couUnaed 
hi  the  ttrvica  to  tbe  cloao  of  tha  war,  puiing  ihrongh  all  tho  danger*  of  captiTity,  the 
march,  tba  camp,  and  tba  baiile  Aeld,  to  moot  death  at  lut  in  an  unoxpocied  moiDSat 
and  in  oae  or  iu  moat  appalling  formi.     See  ante,  p.  6SS. 

*  "  In  the  death*  of  LieuL  Uagleni*  and  Adjutant  Culver,  lbs  rogimcnt  lost  two 
valuable  oScen.  In  camp  they  Inipired  llw  loldion  to  excol  in  a  failhful  aad  cboeiAit 
diadiarge  of  miliCarj  dutica,  and  on  tho  biUtlc-Gold  encooragcd  lbs  command  by  gallant 
eiamplei."    Col.  Ely's  report, 
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years  almost  constantly  in  the  field,  having  recruited  a  company  imme- 
diately afler  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter,  and  continued  in  active  service  till 
the  army  began  to  disband. 

In  the  19th  regiment,  as  originally  organized,  Norwich  had  no  volun- 
teers, and  in  the  20th  C.  Y.,  "the  Buckingham  Legion,"  the  only  name 
from  the  place  on  the  original  muster-roll  is  that  of  Charles  J.  Arms, 
Adjutant,  who  was  transferred  to  the  staff  of  Brig.  Gen.  Harland. 

Tiie  21st  C.  y.  was  the  second  regiment  that  had  its  rendezvous  at 
Norwich,  going  into  camp  at  the  Fair  Ground  side  by  side  with  the  18th. 
It  left  the  city  Sept.  11,  1862.  Hiram  B.  Crosby,  Major;  J.  H.  Lee, 
Surgeon  ;  LicutB.  C.  A.  Brand  and  James  Stanley,  with  about  80  enlisted 
men,  were  gathered  from  the  town.  The  first  commanders  of  this  regi- 
ment, Col.  Dutton  and  Lieut.  Col.  Burpee,  both  died  in  June,  18G4,  of 
wounds  received  in  the  hard-fought  battles  in  Virginia,  and  Major  Crosby 
was  appointed  to  the  command. 

The  21st  was  the  last  of  the  seventeen  regiments  raised  on  the  calls  of 
1861-2,  for  tliree  years  service  or  during  the  war.  But  even  before  the 
departure  of  the  21st,  the  President's  proclamation  was  out,  issued  Aug. 
4,  1802,  chilling  for  300,000  of  the  militia  for  nine  months  service.  Con- 
sequently there  was  no  cessation  of  the  recruiting  business.  Seven  regi- 
menta  were  raised  in  Connecticut  in  compliance  with  this  demand,  and 
numbered  from  22  to  28  inclusive. 

The  26lh  C.  V.  was  drawn  from  New  London  and  Windbam  counties, 
and  had  its  camp-ground  at  Norwich,  where  it  was  organized  in  August ; 
Thomas  C.  Kingsley  of  Franklin,  Colonel.  The  terms  of  the  proclama- 
tion authorized  a  draft;  the  quota  of  Norwich  was  139.  This  number 
was  raised  by  voluntary  enlistment,  and  there  was  no  necessity  for  a  con- 
scription. On  the  rolls  of  the  regiment  as  it  went  into  service,  141  are 
credited  to  Norwich,  viz.,  16  commissioned  ofiiccrs  and  125  enlisted  men. 
The  officers  from  Norwich  were  Joseph  Selden,  Lieut.  Colonel ;  Ste- 
phen B.  Mcach,  Adjutant ;  B.  F.  Tracy,  Quartermaster ;  Elisha  Phinney, 
Asst.  Surgeon ;  Cnpts.  Clarke  Harrington,  Samuel  T.  Iluntoon,  Loren  A. 
Gallop,  John  L.  Stanton,  and  seven  1st  and  2d  Lieutenants.  Bev.  N.  T. 
Allen  of  Jewett  City  went  as  Chaplain. 

The  regiment  mustered  900  strong,  and  was  accepted  Nov.  10th,  leav- 
ing Norwich  the  14th.  It  was  sent  immediately  to  New  Orleans,  and 
from  thence  up  the  Mississippi,  where  it  joined  the  army  of  .Gen.  Banks 
at  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  and  participated  in  three  sharp  engagements 
before  that  post.  May  27th,  and  June  13th  and  14th. 

The  first  of  these  assaults  upon  the  stronghold  was  marked  by  great 
daring  and  fearful  slaughter.  The  attack  was  made  in  four  lines,  of  which 
the  26tli  Conn,  formed  one,  and  it  was  the  first  time  that  the  regiment  had 
been  under  the  enemy's  fire.    The  report  says : 
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"  Iq  ailTBncing  we  cnroiinlci'cj  Ohko  lii^h  pamllul  rciiccs,  and  in  gelling  over  lliMn 
much  coarnsicin  unsuetl,  mil  l-cfan  wu  ciiulil  gel  iuio  lino  the  eacmy  ojieQuil  upon  u 
wilti  ihell,  that,  grapo  >nd  canuisr,  moning  ilowa  our  men  bj  icorci." 

Tlie  killed  and  wouhiIimI  uf  tlic  2GlU  amounted  lo  107.  TUc  giillnnt 
Captain  Juliii  Stanton  of  NorwicL  was  eltot  dead.  Colonel  Kingale;  was 
seriously  wounded,  and  llie  commund  of  tha  regiment  devolved  on  LieuL 
Col.  Selden.  Id  llm  cngn^meut  ol  June  14ih,  Ijieiit.  JaoilH  of  Norivicb 
received  a  niorral  wound. 

Tbis  regiiDent,  though  in  tlie  field  but  nine  montliH,  returned  willi  a  roll 
of  only  55U.  Il  hud  sulTurcd  greatly  rrom  sickness;  27  lind  died  on  (lie 
battle-ndd,  or  of  wounds  reuuived  in  battlo,  but  mure  iImid  ibrice  lluU 
number  of  disease.  Some  wcro  lelY  behind  in  bospilah ;  «evea  were 
buried  in  their  long  route  liomuwnrd;  luid  one — Alilea  Itroniley  of  Jewett 
City— expired  on  the  bout  just  Lufure  reiicbing  borne.  The  returning 
Holdiera  were  mustered  out  of  aervici!  at  the  Fiiir  Ground,  Dec  20, 
18e8.« 

Besides  Uieae  regiraenla  of  Infantry,  Connecticut  raided  in  llie  first 
ycai'S  of  the  wtir  a  Ilaltuliun  of  Cavalry,  two  coinpaDicd  uf  Light  But* 
lery,  and  two  regimciita  of  Heavy  Artillery. 

In  tlie  First  Cavalry,  Capld.  Clinrlea  Famsworlh  and  Joab  B.  Itogera, 
with  Lieuts.  J.  H.  ICmie  aud  XL  T.  PJiillips,  were  from  I^orwicli.  TJii^ 
ballalion  ]e(l  ihc  Slate  in  January,  IS G 2.  During  the  llr^t  yeiirof  aervioo 
it  was  in  ibo  AIuunLiin  De^uirtMient  of  Virginia,  under  Scliuni.'k,  Kfumuiit, 
and  Alilivy,  cuiitiiiually  engaged  in  n.'connailcring  and  ligbtln;^,  iMcvliiig 
witb  tlio  liaii^brcDdth  e^KStiMid  mid  piinici|mting  in  ibo  dashing  eonllicls 
that  usually  characterize  border  wiirtiire. 

In  April,  1863,  Capt.  Famsworth  while  passing  with  a  smnll  detach- 
ment along  a  mountain  path,  was  suddenly  atiaeked  by  a  cunceulcd  force, 
and  received  a  severe  ehot-wound,  the  ball  passing  through  his  arai  and 
Bide.  At  a  later  period  of  the  war,  when  but  pailinlly  recovered,  he  was 
taken  prisoner  near  Harper's  Ferry,  and  endured  for  eiglit  niontlia  the 
di'cary  seclusion  of  n  Richmond  prison. 

The  First  Cavalry  lias  a  stirring  and  eventful  history ;  sweeping  in  its 
campaigns  thrangh  Virginia  and  the  Caroliiiaa  in  many  haxurdoiin  niidi. 
It  wua  changed  from  a  bnttalion  to  a  regiment,  and  out  of  its  1,050  recruits 
about  80  were  credited  to  Norwich. 

Capt.  Farnsworth,  promoted  Colonel,  resigned  in  Unj,  1864.  CapL 
Rogerj,  who  joined  the  battalion  at  its  first  muster  in  1861,  was  lionornbly 
discliarged,  alter  nearly  four  years  service,  in  February,  1865.  Lieut. 
Kane,  captured  by  (he  enemy  in  Wilson's  raid,  experienced  for  a  few 

*  Nov.  U,  ISfi-J,  iioarly  300  inoinliuis  oF  iho  3liih  Itt-gimont  mcl  ■(  a  ludal  reunioa 
iaNomitb:  Col.  Kiiignlcy,  cliaiTinnn ;  Aiij.  Mccch,  socretary.  An  tuldnaii  wiu  ddiv- 
«rod  by  Bov.  K.  T.  Allen,  who  Ufld  been  ilio  dio[ilaia  oT  Ihe  rcg^mcot. 
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months  the  discomforts  of  the  Libby  prison.  Lieut.  Phillips,  promoted 
Captain,  and  J.  L.  Richardson,  Adjutant,  came  home  with  the  regiment  in 
August,  1865. 

On  the  rolls  of  the  Connecticut  Light  Battery,  the  only  name  from  Nor- 
wich is  that  of  Alfred  P.  Rockwell,  Captain  of  the  Ist  C.  L.  B.  This 
com]mny  landed  at  Beaufort  in  February,  18G2,  and  was  stationed  for  two 
years  at  points  of  hazard  and  responsibility  on  the  coast,  co-operating  in 
the  siege  of  Charleston.  It  was  aflerward  attached  to  Butler's  command 
in  the  advance  to  Richmond.  Capt  Rockwell  was  then  transferred  to  the 
infantry  service,  and  appointed  Colonel  of  the  Gth  C.  V. 

Tlio  two  regiments  of  Heavy  Artillery  were  organized  out  of  the  4th 
and  10th  regiments  of  Infantry.  The  change  of  the  4th  to  Ist  H.  A. 
w:is  cflTectcd  in  January,  1862.  Henry  W.  Birge,  IMajor  of  the  4th,  was 
soon  transferred  to  the  13th  Infantry  as  its  Colonel.  Several  of  the  lieu- 
tenants of  the  Ist  Artillery  were  from  Norwich.  Lieut.  Edwin  L.  Tyler 
entered  this  rcghnent,  but  was  transferred  to  the  staff  of  General  Tyler. 
Lieut.  Bela  P.  Learned  retained  his  connection  with  the  regiment  to  the 
close  of  the  war,  having  performed  likewise  for  nearly  two  years  rarious 
complicated  duties  as  a  field  officer  on  the  staff  of  General  Abbott  He 
left  the  army  with  the  rank  of  Captain  and  brevet  Major.* 

Of  the  recruits  raised  by  Norwich  during  the  later  years  of  the  war, 
140  were  assigned  to  the  two  regiments  of  Artillery.  A  fair  proportion 
of  these  belonged  to  the  town,  and  were  good  men  and  true,  but  many  of 
the  substitutes  obtained  abroad  proved  to  be  adepts  in  fraud  and  desperate 

desertcrs.f 

The  29th  C.  V.  consisted  wholly  of  colored  troops  with  white  commis- 
sioned officei*s.  This  was  raised  in  1864,  and  sent  to  Annapolis,  where  it 
was  joined  to  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  under  General  Bumside.  Its  roll 
numbered  1,005  officers  and  men,  and  it  was  regarded  as  a  regiment  of 
more  than  ordinary  physical  ability  and  moral  excellence.  The  officers 
from  Norwich  were  Captains  David  Torrance  and  Wm.  J.  Ross  ;  Lieuts* 
M.  L.  Leonanl,  Edward  P.  Rogers,  and  Ch.  H.  Carpenter, — transferred 
to  this  regiment  from  the  18th,  with  advanced  rank. 


**  '1 


To  Cnpt.  Lcnnicd  great  credit  is  dao  for  skillful  and  energetic  performanoe  of 
perplexing  duties."    Report  of  Gen.  Abbott  for  1S64. 

t  The  following  item  illu^tratiTO  of  the  golden  opportunity  offered  to  a  faithful  8ub> 
stitute  for  making  money,  is  from  the  Norwich  Bulletin : 

"  On  the  6tli  of  August,  1S64,  James  W.  Neodham,  a  Canadian,  enlisted  at  the- 
ProYost-Manilmrs  office  in  this  city,  as  a  substitute.  He  entered  the  14th  Regiment, 
was  not  absent  from  duty  a  single  day,  and  was  discharged  July  10, 1865.  He  receiTed 
as  bounty  S650,  and  as  pay  $192.20.  On  the  29th  of  July  he  arrived  in  Norwich  with 
tlie  above  sum  in  his  pocket,  less  only  $1.50  paid  for  rations  on  the  journey  from  ^ya8h> 
ington.    lie  left  for  homo  a  few  days  afterward." 

43 
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Tlie  20tli  olitaincil  an  Iionoralile  reconi  for  gallant  oonduct  in  tbc 
trenches  before  Petersburg,  and  for  bravelj  fucing  the  foe  in  ecr«rKl 
attai^kii  upon  tlic  enumy'a  lined  in  llie  campaign  of  18G4.  This  rogiment 
having  been  accepted  as  a  part  of  the  U.  S.  C.  T^  the  oOlcora  were  cran- 
miaaioiicd  by  the  President. 

A  lUt  of  commiaaionod  oHicers  from  Norwich  inscrviee  during  tlie  war* 
compiled  with  cure  from  ofllcial  sources,  gives  ihe  following  re 


General  officers,  three,  viz.,  Tyler,  Iltrge,  and  Hartaiid. 
Colonels,  5         Adjutanta,  S         Caplains,  45 

LieuU  Colonels,   7         Surgeons,  7         1st  Liuulunnnls,  32 

lltyors,  6         Quartcrmnsters,    4         2d  "  18 

Total,  187.     [Norwich  Bulletin.  Oct.  31,  18C5.] 


I 


The  above  list  is  nol  con6ne<l  to  citizens  of  Norwich  deriving  tlicir 
ap|)tiinlnicnt  from  liie  State.  It  includes  several  natives  ol'  Norwich  who 
have  removed  to  other  pans  of  Uie  Union,  and  residents  of  the  town  who 
have  received  appointments  from  other  Stales ;  also  sevenil  oflicera  in 
colored  regiments,  or  in  other  general  service,  commissioned  by  the  Uuileil 
States. 

It  includes  Major  Thomas  Slaguire,  Capls.  Berry  and  Scoll,  and  LieuC 
Brennan,  who  went  from  Norwich  and  joined  the  2d  N.  Y.  Artillery  ; 

William  T.  Lusk,  Lieul.  in  7Mi  N.  Y.  Vols,  and  A.  A.  G.  on  Uencml 
Tyler's  stuffj 

Frank  S.  Bond,  Major  tJ.  S.  V.,  on  Tyler's  staff  in  the  Anny  of  tba 
Cumberland,  and  on  tlio  stuff  of  Rusecrans  at  Stone  River,  Cbiekmnauga, 
and  in  the  campaign  agiunst  Price ; 

Henry  Case,  Colonel  169th  Illinois,*  and  George  B.  Cose,  Captain  La. 
Colored  Troops, — both  natives  and  former  residents  of  Norwich; 

Douglas  R.  Bushnell,  M^or  18th  Illinois,  killed  at  Chattanoc^  i 

J.  H.  Pialt,  of  the  Ohio  Cavalry,  M^or  by  brevet  U.  S.  A. ; 

Lieut.  CoL  Calvin  Goddard,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  aid  to  General  Roae- 


Cbptains  Charles  H.  Rockwell  and  J.  M.  Huntington,  IT.  S.  V. ; 

CapL  John  L.  Spalding,  of  the  16th  Moss.  Vols.; 

LieuL  F.  Ludlow  Hyde,  26th  Iowa,  killed  at  Arkaiuuts  posL 

•  Col.  Hear;  CaM  Is  a  ton  of  Daa-8Bma«l  CtM  of  Norwich  Town.  Hegradoatad 
at  Tale  ColU««  in  IMS,  and  hai  been  inceeMlvtly  engaged  in  the  tliroe  dcparunenta 
of  law,  divinity,  and  arma,  besidoi  running  at  one  time  m  a  popular  candidate  fiar  a 
•oat  la  CongitM.  He  pncticad  law  far  laveral  jean  in  Ohio ;  was  ordained  In  tbo 
Vift  Congregntional  Church  at  Norwich,  under  t)i«  chai^  of  Rev.  Dr.  Arm),  Jnlj 
81, 1SS5,  and  iMnrned  to  Ihe  West  ai  a  Home  UiMionaij;  bat  when  the  war  bcoka 
out,  enleied  the  army,  and  was  with  Oeaaral  Sttannaa  ia  Ui  gnnd  march  throngfa  tlM 
Confederacy. 
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These  oflicers,  though  natives  of  the  place,  or  of  Norwich  parentage, 
are  not  technically  regarded  as  Connecticut  volunteers.  The  officers 
from  Norwich  commissioned  by  the  State  were  about  110,  but  these  were 
not  all  in  the  service  at  the  same  time.  Many  of  them  were  appointed  as 
successors  to  the  others. 

It  is  not  easy  to  determine  the  exact  number  of  private  soldiers  or 
enlistctl  men  Uiat  Norwich  contributed  from  her  actual  population  to  the 
service  of  the  country.  The  town  had  tlie  raising  of  the  quota  under  her 
own  mnnngemcnt  from  the  commencement  of  Uie  war  to  July,  1868,  but 
after  that  j)criod  the  recruiting  business  was  conducted  by  the  provost- 
marshal  of  the  district.  During  the  first  two  years,  covering  the  original 
orgnniRation  of  the  volunteer  force  of  Connecticut,  the  enlistments  were 
almost  wholly  of  town  residents,  but  after  that  period  they  were  princi- 
pally substitutes  and  hired  recruits. 

The  following  statements  are  supposed  to  be  nearly  accurate : 
For  the  three  months  service  Norwich  furnished  12  commissioned  offi- 
cers and  136  enlisted  men. 

For  the  1st  Cavalry  and  1st  Artillery  regiments,  10  officers  and  32 
enlisted  men. 

For  the  three  years  Infantry  service,  in  the  regiments  from  the  5ih  to 
the  21st  inclusive,  528  enlisted  men. 

For  the  26th  regiment,  nine  months  service,  126  enlisted  men. 
Re-enlistraent  of  veterans,  127. 

Hired  recruits  and  substitutes  procured  in  1863  and  '64,  probably  about 
280.» 

G)lored  men,  volunteers  and  substitutes,  60. 

Volunteers,  or  substitutes  for  enrolled  men,  mustered  into  the  navy,  from 
Norwich,  89. 

These  89  seamen  were  taken  up  at  different  places,  but  credited  to  the 
town.  Several  of  them  enlisting  as  volunteers,  received  honorable  appoint* 
ments  ns  clerks  and  paymasters,  and  others  as  commanding  officers.  In 
1803,  Warrington  D.  lloath  and  Robert  B.  Smith,  volunteer  lieutenants 
from  Norwich,  were  in  command, — the  former  of  the  Bignonia  and  the 
latter  of  the  Nita,  armed  vessels  of  the  fourth  rate.  Lewis  6.  Cook  was 
acting  master  of  the  gunboat  Octorora,  1 1  guns. 

John  W.  Bentley,  Acting  Master  U.  S.  N.,  died  at  his  residence  in 
Norwich,  May  27,  1864.  He  received  an  appointment  in  the  navy  soon 
after  the  war  commenced,  and  had  been  for  three  years  in  active  service. 
At  the  capture  of  Port  Royal,  he  was  in  the  Wabash,  which  was  attached 

•  Among  the  rccnitts  enlisted  at  Norwidi,  andcr  date  of  Feb.  1, 1864,  are  the  follow 
ing  ttngnlar  names :  Kannoris  Blosopoloe  and  Michael  Zamphiropoloe.  These  were 
men  from  some  remote  part  of  Canada.  They  were  assigned  to  the  IStli  Regiment, 
and  the  last-named  apiiean  on  the  list  of  woonded  at  Cedar  Crook,  Ya.,  Oct.  19, 1864. 
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lo  Dupont's  command.  He  had  jnst  been  placed  in  co 
slice,  u  ctiptured  blocknde-runncr,  and  was  preparing 
•ciied  wilh  liis  last  illncaa,  whicli  in  one  week  ended  ii 

Commodore  Joseph  Lanman,  of  the  regular  naval 
of  Norvich.  His  original  enli;  lias  the  date  of  Feb.  I 
liim  forty  years  of  naval  experience.  Twentyfbur  jt 
credited  lo  him  as  sea-service;  tbe  remoiodcr  occupie 
unemployed.  He  is  now  in  command  of  tbe  Muine: 
52  guns. 

Tbe  Soldiers'  Aid  Association  of  Norwich,  embo^ 
labors  of  the  feminine  portion  of  the  communi^,  dbpl 
volunteer  contribution,  both  of  fimds  and  labor,  trul; 
patriotism  and  self-denial  which  prompted  these  effor 
but  carried  them  forward  from  year  to  year,  with  [ 
while  the  war  continued.  It  was  not  so  much  Id  the  ' 
beth  Frys  or  Florence  Nightingales  that  this  zeal  ^ 
parUcularly  in  visits  to  battle-fields  and  hospitals,  as  in 
and  nurses,  though  instances  of  such  benevolent  actioi 
wanting,*  but  rather  iu  making  garments,  preparing  j 
dues,  comforts  and  delicacies,  corresponding  and  giv 
■els  and  cheering  words,  and  in  collecting  books,  papei 
refreshments  to  add  lo  the  well-being  of  tbe  soldier. 

Such  associations  occupy  the  place  of  the  Angel  c 
the  (rikck  of  the  Dumon  of  War,  anU  repairing  in  [lart 
thus  tliiU  fnmilies  ut  home  co-operate  with  soliliura  in  tl 
performs  her  part  in  sustaining  the  Union  and  ilulivcrii 

The  ladies  of  the  Soldiers'  Aid  dissolved  their  Asm 
1866. 


The  news  of  the  surrender  by  General  Lee  of  llie 
Army  reached  Norwich  at  an  early  hour,  Monday  t 
18G5,  At  day-break,  by  order  of  the  Mayor,  gnns  \ 
bell!)  rung  to  spread  the  tidings  abroad.  It  was  a  da; 
People  met  in  the  streets  wilh  hearty  greetings  nr 
Notliing  wfta  left  of  the  Confederacy  but  the  amiy  ol 

"  Duting  tho  whole  war,  Dr.  ClBiidius  B.  Wwlislcr  and  Mn 
wich,  gnvo  their  perHonal  Bcrvicca  (o  the  sick  and  wounded  aoldie 
eilljcr  Bbiiioned  at  lioapilala,  or  fullowing  in  tlie  rear  or  a  march 
*ter  v/ae  an  agent  of  the  SaEilury  Conimiaiion,  and  a  part  of  t 
CoDneclicut  n:gimeDU  is  (he  Departmeui  of  (Ito  CumlMrlaad. 
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resistance  of  Mobile  and  Texas,  and  these  were  involved  in  the  great 
surrender.  The  war  was  therefore  suddenly  at  an  end.  Victory,  union, 
peace  and  thanksgiving  were  now  the  glorious  pass-words. 

At  12  o'clock  an  impromptu  jubilee-meeting  was  held  in  Breed  Uall, 
and  the  great  event  celebrated — not  witii  tumult  and  noise,  but  with  earn- 
est expressions  of  gratitude  and  praise.  Cheering  addresses  were  made, 
prayers  offered,  and  hymns  chanted  and  sung.*  It  was  a  day  of  triumph 
for  (he  prospect  of  a  restored  Union,  and  of  joyful  hope  for  an  emancipated 

racct 

This  exulting  scene  was  destined  to  be  followed  by  a  speedy  and  terri- 
ble revulsion.  At  this  period  great  events  are  crowded  togetlier  in  the 
history  of  our  country.  On  Friday,  April  14,  the  fourth  anniversary  of 
tlie  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter  to  the  Confederates,  President  Lincoln 
was  assassinated.  The  news  was  received  here,  as  elsewhere,  with 
amazement,  horror,  and  indignation,  succeeded  by  tiie  bitter  agony  of 
grief.  Business  for  a  time  almost  censed,  and  a  scene  of  universal  mourn- 
ing was  exhibited.  Governor  Buckingham,  Senator  Foster,  and  several 
other  citizens  immediately  repaired  to  Washington.  Mr.  Foster,  in  virtue 
of  his  odice  as  President,  pro,  tern.,  of  the  Senate,  became  the  nominal 
Vice-President  of  tJie  United  Stiites,  luid  in  aisc  of  the  deatii  of  Mr. 
JohiLson,  President,  until  another  could  be  chosen. 

"Wednesday,  tiie  19th,  was  the  day  of  the  Funeral  Services  in  Wash- 
ington, and  religious  solemnities  were  held  in  accordance  with  them 
through  the  Union.  At  Norwich  the  bells  were  tolled,  and  guns  fired 
every  half  hour ;  flags  lowered  and  banded  with  crape ;  many  private 
houses,  and  all  public  places,  draped  in  mourning.  At  12  o'clock,  manu- 
factories, work-shops,  and  places  of  business  were  closed,  and  the  churches 
opened  for  devotional  exercises.  The  next  Sunday,  discourses  adapted  to 
the  event  were  delivered  in  churches  hung  with  heavy  drapery,  and 
listened  to  with  that  profound  emotion  which  is  usually  excited  only  by 
personal  bereavement. 


At  the  celebration  of  the  4th  of  July,  1805,  the  returned  soldiers  were 
regnnltMl  with  special  interest.  They  were  a  distinguishing  feature  that 
separated  the  80th  anniversary  from  all  other  commemorations  of  the  day 
in  Norwich.  Generals  Birge  and  Harland,  natives  of  the  town,  were 
present.     Groups  of  officers  and  veterans,  that  had  served  in  various  reg- 

♦  Tlio  whole  congregation  joined  in  singing  "Coronation  **  and  "Xmertco." 

t  Jnn.  2,  I8G3,  by  onler  of  the  Mayor,  100  guns  wore  Bred,  and  the  church  bolls  in 
the  city  rung  for  nn  hour,  in  honor  of  the  President's  Proclamation  of  Emancipation 
to  the  slaves  in  the  seceding  States. 
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iments,  some  of  them  from  other  towns,  appeared  in  the  procession.  Hie 
storm-flag  that  had  been  used  in  the  assault  upon  Port  Hudson  was  borne 
through  the  streets.  The  18th  regiment  having  been  recently  musCered 
out  of  service,  the  companies  belonging  to  Norwich  returned  home  just  in 
time  to  take  part  in  these  festivities.  Lieut.  Col.  Peale,  with  abcMjt  one 
hundred  of  his  soldiery,  arranged  under  their  respective  officers,  formed 
an  interesting  part  of  the  line.  They  bore  with  them  their  regimental 
standard,  but  after  reaching  the  Plain,  the  Mayor  of  the  City  presented 
to  Col.  Peale  the  original  flag,  under  which  they  were  mustered  three 
years  before.  This  flag,  when  more  than  half  the  regiment  was  captured 
at  Winchester,  wf^  torn  from  its  staff  by  the  standard-bearer,  and  con- 
cealed under  his  uniform  until  he  was  safe  from  pursuit.* 

In  the  long  procession  at  this  time  were  several  carriages  occupied  by 
a  band  of  venerable  citizens  of  the  place,  aged  70  and  upwards — 

Veterans  of  the  War  of  1812.t 

Another  unique  feature  of  the  celebration  was  the  appearance  in  the 
line  of  several  Fenian  Circles,  from  this  and  the  neighboring  towns.  It 
was  the  flrst  time  that  these  organized  bands  had  appeared  in  this  vidni^ 
in  a  public  procession  with  distinctive  badges. 

There  seemed  to  be  no  special  point  of  time  at  which  the  war  closed. 
Opposition  ceased ;  the  sounds  of  strife  died  away,  and  the  discharged 
soldiers  began  to  return.  They  wcjro  every  where  rccciveil  witli  a(x!lama« 
tioiis,  and  Imnnucls  v/v.va  Bpnsad  bi'loro  (hem.  Tlicro  was  wcu'piii^  over 
widows  and  or[)hanS)  but  generous  a])plause  for  (ho  men  of  u  hundred 
battles. 

It  was  a  pleasant  circumslance  tliat  the  disbanded  soldiery  returned 
quietly  to  their  old  liomes  and  pursuits,  resuming,  in  most  cases,  tlieir  accus- 
tomed avoeations,  as  if  only  a  week,  or  a  montli,  had  intervened.  The 
farmer  returned  to  his  field,  the  operative  went  back  to  his  factory,  the 
meclianic  to  his  trade ;  mercantile  clerks,  agents,  and  assistants  in  banks 


*  Sergt.  George  Torrey,  of  Nortli  Woodstock,  was  the  gallant  soldier  that  saved  the 
State  Color  of  the  18th  regiment,  at  Winchester,  by  wrapping  it  around  his  {>er80Q, 
and  escaping  to  our  lines. — Conn.  War  lite,  p.  23. 

t  Names  and  ages  of  eighteen  veterans  of  the  War  of  1812,  who  were  in  the  proces- 
sion July  4,  1865,  and  formed  themselves  into  an  association  to  meet  annually,  clioos- 
ing  General  Williams  for  their  President  : 

Isaac  Bromley,  74.  Charles  Gale,  69.  Elisha  Mansfield,  70. 

Samuel  Case,  74.  Lewis  Hyde,  72.  John  Nichols,  80. 

Dr.  Eleazar  Downing,  78.  Capt.  Wm.  Kelly,  81.  John  Starkweather,  75. 

Eber  Edwards,  74.  James  Uose  Ivcdyard,  74.  Joseph  Tyler,  73. 

Benjamin  Ford,  73.  Frederick  Lester,  72.  Gen.  Wm.  Williams,  77. 

Othniel  Gager,  71.  Asa  Manning,  70.  Elkanah  Williams,  82. 
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and  insurance  ofRces,  returned  to  their  desks,  and  were  re-invested  with 
their  former  responsibilities.  In  special  instances,  the  General  might  be 
seen  again  busy  with  his  law-books,  the  Colonel  and  the  Captain  again 
teaching  school.* 

When  the  war  commenced,  General  Birgo  was  one  of  the  Governor's 
Aids,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  raising  and  sending  forth  the  three 
months  men.  He  entered  the  service  in  June,  18G1,  and  in  September, 
1863,  received  the  ap|M>intment  of  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  in 
acknowledgment  of  his  gallantry  at  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson.  The 
next  year  he  was  breveted  Miy or- General  for  services  in  Sheridan's  cam- 
paign in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  in  June,  1865,  was  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  Military  District  of  Savannah. 

Gen.  Banks,  in  his  report  of  the  Red  River  expedition,  alluding  to  the 
Cane  River  fight,  says — 


"  GcnornI  Bir^,  ns  in  nil  actions  in  which  ho  has  boon  engaged,  deserved  and  re- 
ceived tho  highest  commendation." 


General  Ilarland  entered  into  the  service  upon  the  first  call  of  the 
country,  and  rose  rapidly  through  the  degrees  of  Captain  and  Colonel,  to 
the  command  of  a  division  at  Antietam.  He  was  then  appointed  Briga- 
dier-General, and  stationed  in  the  Military  District  of  Nortli  Carolina. 
His  last  fight  was  at  Kinston,  in  that  State,  where  he  commanded  a  divis- 
ion under  General  Scholfield,  in  the  repulse  of  the  Confederate  forces 
under  General  Bragg,  in  March,  1865. 

General  Ilarland,  Lieut.  Colonels  Peale  and  Hale,  Captains  Lilly, 
McCord,  Merwin,  Moore,  Parker,  Ross,  Tiffany,  and  other  ofllcers  and 
soldiers  that  were  engaged  in  the  first  expedition  of  1861,  have  the  satis- 
faction, not  only  of  seeing  the  war  through,  but  of  having  been  a  part  of 
it  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 

Brig.  Gen.  Tyler  resigned  his  command  in  1864,  and  about  the  same 
time  removed  from  Norwich  to  Red  Bank,  in  New  Jersey. 

CoL  Wm.  T.  Aiken,  of  Norwich,  held  the  office  of  Quartermaster  Gen- 
eral of  the  State  troops  during  the  war.f 

*An  nmttsing  illustration  of  this  recurrence  to  former  panuita  was  famished  by 
LicQt.  Sweet,  who,  before  the  war,  excited  quite  a  sensation  by  walking  across  the 
Shetuckct  on  a  rope,  and  after  retoming  from  service,  in  Angnst,  1865,  adyertised  that 
he  would  repeat  the  same  exploit. 

t  Capt.  Elcnznr  H.  Ripley,  of  Windham,  enlisted  at  Norwich  in  the  company  of 
Capt.  Hnrlnnd,  in  Mny,  1861 ;  went  ont  again  in  the  8th  regiment,  and  lost  his  left  ann 
in  battle,  but  was  promoted  Capuiin  for  meritoriooB  service,  and  continned  in  the  army 
till  it  was  disbanded. 


CHAPTER  I.n. 
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Alphabetical  lUl  of  soldiers  ibat  fi 
liaeasc,  consequent  upon  the  war: 


I  in  iKiitle,  or  died  of  c 


WiBuim  R.  Alh/n,  aged  18,  fanner,  enlisted  in  14lli  C.  V.,  July,  1868}  J 
died  Morth  9,  1863.     (8  m.  in  aenrice.)* 

AUxaniler  S.  Avery,  sergeant  6lh  C.  V.,  killed  in  bailie  at  Ci-dar  Mom*  ' 
tain,  Aug.  9,  18C2.     (I  y.  18  d.) 

Oourtland  O.  Aoery,  corpoi'ul  in  Slnnton'a  comitany,  26lli  C  V.,  < 
of  fever  near  Port  Uudson,  June  2j,  18G3,  iigi;d  about  30.  lie  wu 
son  of  Alfred  Aver^,  of  Scotland,  Ct.,  but  for  inaity  years  a  resident 
Norwicli. 

Frtdtrick  W.  Baker,  lat  Conn.  Cavalry,  enliiiled  Jan.  12,  and  died  J 
27,  1864  ;  15  daya  in  tlie  scrviec. 

OKorfei  //.  Jkckwilk,  bouk-binder;  Aorvc<l  in  lliu  llireo  nuinllia  cnm- 
pugn;  enlisted  ogiun  iu  the  18tb  C.  v.,  and  died  Dec.  1,  18G2,  aged  22. 
(7  m.) 

Ssnty  if.  Beetmlh,  iet  Artillery,  died  in  hospital,  near  Alexnndria, 
Oct  10,  1863.     (1  y.  5  m.) 

fferbert  E.  Seekwilh,  clerk,  18  years  of  age,  son  of  Elisha  V.  Ueck- 
with,  of  Norwich;  served  18  months  in  lOlh  C.  V.,  and  subsequently  as 
corporal  in  2d  Mass.  Heavy  Artillery.  lie  was  taken  prisoner  at  I'lym- 
outh,  N.  C,  confined  8  months  at  Andersonville,  Ga.,  and  Florence,  Ala, 
where  he  sufiered  severely  from  the  want  of  food  and  clothing — was 
paroled  in  on  exlmuated,  dying  condition,  and  landed  at  Annapolis,  where 
be  rallied  a  little  at  sight  of  the  Uniun  flag,  but  died  six  days  afterword, 
Dec.  30,  1864,  aged  21.  At  Andersonville,  in  that  loathsome  abode  of 
lingering  torture,  tliis  young  man  wivte  in  liis  diary,  "At  times,  I  fancy  I 
hear  the  church  bolb  in  Norwich." 

William  A.  Berry,  a  young  Englishman  that  had  recently  settled  at 
Greeneville,  aged  about  22.     He  was  one  of  the  first  lu  enlist  in  CapL 


<■  Tbe  terms  of  leryice,  in  tbU  chaplei 
gtren  u 


<t  shrajt  piadMlf  Mcarate,  but  an 
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Frank  Chester's  company  of  the  Buckingham  Rifles,  the  first  company 
raised  in  Norwich,  and  was  commissioned  2d  Lieutenant  He  joined 
afterward  Capt  Maguire's  company  of  the  2d  N.  Y.  Light  Artillery. 
This  regiment  was  long  on  garrison  duty  at  Washington,  where  Lieut. 
Berry  was  promoted  Captain.  He  was  killed  near  Petersburg,  June  5, 
1864,  and  buried  on  the  battle-field ;  but  his  remains  were  afterward 
brought  to  Norwich,  in  charge  of  his  comrade  in  arms,  Capt.  Thomas 
Scott,  and  interred  in  Yantic  Cemetery,  Nov.  8,  1864.  A  gallant  soldieri 
faithful  to  his  adopted  country.     (3  y.  2  m.) 

John  Best,  of  Greenevillc,  2d  Conn.  Heavy  Artillery,  enlisted  recruit, 
Dec.  30,  1863 ;  killed  near  Petersburg. 

David  Black,  aged  38,  13th  C.  Y. ;  killed  at  Georgia  Landing,  La., 
Oct  27,  1862.     (10  m.) 

Edward  BlonHey,  of  Grecneville,  8th  C.  V. ;  captured  in  an  engage- 
ment upon  the  Petersburg  R.  R.,  May  7,  1864,  and  died  at  Anderson- 
ville,  Oct  3,  aged  39.     A  re-enlisted  veteran. 

Lemuel  Bolman,  farmer,  aged  44,  12th  C.  V.,  died  Aug.  22,  1863. 
(1  y.  8  m.) 

Henry  A,  Boiiwrdy,  manufacturer  at  Yantic ;  corporal  in  the  company 
of  Capt.  Dennis,  7th  C.  V.  He  had  rc-cnlistcd  as  a  veteran,  and  died 
during  his  veteran  furlough,  while  on  a  visit  witli  his  family  near  Boston, 
March  13,  1864,  aged  34,— of  disease  contracted  in  the  service.  He  was 
brought  to  Norwich  and  interred  in  Yantic  Cemetery. 

John  T.  Bradley,  aged  19,  corporal  18th  C.  V.,  killed  at  Piedmont,  June 
6,  1864.     (1  y.  10  m.) 

Charles  A,  Breed,  Lieutenant  in  Capt  Ward's  company,  8th  C.  V.  He 
died  at  Newport  News,  of  typhoid  fever,  July  30,  1862.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  detailed  for  duty  on  the  Signal  Corps  of  Bumside's 
division.  Ills  remains  were  brought  home  in  charge  of  his  friend,  Lieut 
Wait,  and  the  funeral  services  were  held  at  the  2d  Congregational  Church, 
Aug.  2d.  Lieut.  Breed  had  served  in  the  3d  regiment  for  three  months, 
enlisted  again  for  three  years,  and  had  been  engaged  in  battle  at  Roanoke 
and  Newbern.  The  Common  Council  and  the  City  Guards  attended  his 
funeral  with  every  mark  of  respect,  and  the  oflieers  of  the  8th  regiment 
bore  testimony  to  his  patriotism  and  social  virtues,  and  sent  their  condo« 
lence  to  "  his  widowed  mother  who  had  given  two  sons  to  sustain  the  cause 
of  constitutional  liberty." 

Henry  Brooks,  gardener,  aged  44,  a  native  of  Three  Rivers,  Canada 
East,  but  for  a  number  of  years  resident  in  Norwich ;  enlisted  in  26th 
C.  v.,  died  July  3, 1863,  in  hospital,  of  wounds  received  in  the  first  charge 
npon  Port  Hudson,  May  27th. 

Daniel  H  Brown,  mechanic,  aged  43,  9th  C.  Y.,  died  at  New  Orleans, 
May  14, 1862.    (7  m.) 
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Xknnd  H.  Brawn,  fanner,  aged  23,  ISth  C.  Y.,  died  Maj  15, 1864.  A 
re-enlisted  veteran. 

OharUs  E,  Burdick,  10th  C.  Y.,  son  of  Evan  Burdick,  architect,  died 
in  the  hospital  at  Newbem,  N.  C,  Jan.  16, 1863,  aged  19.     (1  7.  3  m.) 

Horatio  Burdtck,  of  Greeneville,  aged  30, 18th  C  Y.,  died  at  Fort 
McHenrj,  Baltimore,  Oct.  19,  1862.     (3  m.) 

Theodore  Burdick,  1st  Lieutenant  7th  C.  Y. ;  commissioned  Captain, 
July  1,  1862;  killed  m  action  at  Morris  Ishmd,  Julj  11, 1863,  aged  25. 
(1  y.  10  m.) 

AUfert  Burnett,  mechanic,  aged  24,  18th  C.  Y.,  killed  at  Winchester, 
June  14, 1863.     (10  m.) 

Daniel  Oamey,  operative,  of  Greeneville,  aged  18, 18th  C.  Y.,  kiHed 
at  Snicker's  Ferry,  July  18,  1864.     (2  y.) 

ARehael  Carver,  teamster,  aged  18,  corporal  Ist  Ck)nn.  Cavalry,  killed 
while  on  picket  duty  at  Stafford  Court  House,  Ya.,  January  8,  1863. 
(1  y.  2  m.) 

David  Ck  Case,  son  of  Deacon  Samuel  Case,  of  Norwich  Town,  3d  C. 
Y.,  killed  at  Bull  Run  by  a  cannon-ball,  and  died  in  an  hour,  July  21, 
1861,  aged  26.  He  was  the  first  soldier  from  Norwich  killed  in  the  war 
of  the  rebellion. 

Henry  F,  Ohamplin,  10th  C.  Y.,  captured  while  on  picket  duty  near  St. 
Augustine,  Fla.,  died  at  Andersonville,  Aug.  11,  1864,  aged  21.  Tbb 
young  man  was  brought  home  with  the  Norwich  dead,  and  interred  with 
them  in  Yantic  Cemetery,  but  enlisted  at  Sprngue. 

Giles  D,  Chapmaiiy  farmer,  aged  11,  2Gth  C.  V.  lie  was  sick  when 
tlio  regiment  lefl  Port  Hudson,  and  died  soon  after  reaehing  home,  Aug. 
19,  1863. 

Alfred  S.  Chappell,  18th  C.  Y.,  carpenter,  aged  37,  died  SepU  17, 
1863.     (1  y.  2  m.) 

Michael  Corheitj  mechanic,  aged  25,  13th  C.  V.,  died  of  wounds  and 
disease,  May  25,  1863.     (1  y.  5  m.) 

John  Crawford,  of  Greeneville,  aged  23,  18th  C.  Y.,  a  young  man  of 
estimable  character,  who  died  of  wounds,  at  Winchester,  July  2,  1863. 

(1  y-) 

Byron  Crocker ,  aged  18,  13th  C.  V.,  son  of  late  Thomas  Crocker,  of 
Norwich.  He  was  one  of  the  party  that  volunteered  to  storm  the  fortifi- 
cations at  Port  Hudson  with  Gen.  Birge,  and  died  of  wounds  received,  at 
Greorgia  Landing,  July  15,  1864.     (2^  y.) 

John  Culleny  21st  C.  V.,  died  in  hospital  at  Newbern,  March  22,  1864, 
aged  38.     (1  y.  8  m.) 

Enoch  Benjamin  Culver,  18tli  C.  V.,  a  native  of  New  York,  but  for 
several  years  a  resident  in  Norwich.  Wliile  the  regiment  was  encamped 
at  Baltimore,  he  was  detailed  and  employed  as  a  clerk  at  Gen.  Schenck's 
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bead-quarters,  and  was  not  with  the  regiment  at  the  time  of  its  defeat  and 
capture  at  Winchester,  but  rejoined  the  remnant  that  escaped,  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  and  was  promoted  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  He  was  mortally 
wounded  at  Piedmont,  June  5,  and  died  the  next  day,  aged  21.  His  re- 
mains were  subsequently  recovered  and  transmitted  to  his  parents  in  New 
York.     (2  y.  nearly.) 

Ahniso  S.  Oushmcm^  operative,  aged  18,  11th  C.  V.;  chosen  corporal; 
mortally  wounded  at  Swifl  Creek,  Va.,  May  5,  and  died  May  9, 1864. 
He  liad  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran. 

William  Davis,  1st  Conn.  Cavalry,  captured  at  Craig's  Church,  Ya., 
LLiy  5,  18G4,  and  died  at  Andersonville,  Aug.  30,  aged  42.     (4  m.) 
-    William  L.  Davitj  carpenter,  aged  21, 18th  C.  V.,  killed  at  Piedmont, 
Va.,  June  5, 1864.     (1  y.  10  m.) 

John  Ddany,  of  Greeneville,  paper-maker,  aged  18,  18th  C.  Y.,  killed 
at  Snicker's  Feny,  Ya.,  July  18,  1864.     (2  y.) 

Edward  Dorey,  operative,  aged  26,  14th  C.  Y. ;  chosen  corporal ;  died 
of  wounds  received  at  Antietam,  Oct  8,  1862.     (3^  m.) 

Sylvanm  Downer,  18th  C.  Y.  He  had  been  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Fire  Department  in  Norwich,  was  captured  at  Winchester,  exchanged, 
rejoined  his  regiment,  and  was  promoted  color-sergeant  Afterward 
wounded  at  Piedmont^  he  was  taken  prisoner  a  second  time,  and  died  at 
Andersonville,  Nov.  5,  18G4,  aged  44.     (2  y.  3  m.) 

James  Dugnny  machinist,  aged  19,  26th  C.  Y.,  wounded  in  the  hand  at 
Port  Hudson,  and  died  of  disease  on  board  the  steamer,  in  returning  home^ 
July  28,  1863. 

Thomas  Dugan,  21st  C.  Y. ;  enlisted  in  August,  1862,  and  died  at 
Andersonville. 

George  F.  EdgeHon,  aged  35,  26th  C.  Y.,  died  at  Port  Hudson,  July 
23,  1863 ;  brought  home  and  interred. 

Charles  Tracy  Fanning,  clerk,  aged  18,  18th  C.  Y.,  mortally  wounded 
at  Piedmont,  June  5,  1864.  Remains  interred  at  Norwich,  Oct  18, 1865. 
(1  y.  10  m.) 

Henry  C.  Fanning,  aged  18,  8th  C.  Y.,  died  Oct  28,  1862,  of  wounds 
received  at  Slinrpsburg,  Md.     (13  m.) 

IT^eodore  A.  Fanning,  painter,  aged  24,  8th  C.  Y.,  died  of  wounds  re* 
ceivcd  nt  Sharpsburg,  Md.,  Oct  19, 1862. 

Thomas  Fillbume,  stone-layer,  aged  25,  7th  C.  Y.,  killed  at  Dnuys 
Bluff,  Ya.,  May  16,  1864.     (2  J  y.) 

David  M.  Ford,  of  Greeneville,  aged  20, 11th  C  Y.,  killed  at  Sharps- 
burg, Md.,  Sept.  17,  1862.     (10  m.) 

Joseph  Forstner,  aged  37,  corporal  in  Capt  Peale's  company,  18th  C» 
v.,  died  Aug.  9,  1863.     (1  y.) 

Walter  M.  Fox,  2d  Artillery,  killed  at  Petersburg,  June  22,  1864. 
(5  m.) 
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Henry  O,  OiukeUy  aged  88,  son  of  Benjamin  Gkiskell,  of  6r<>cneville, 
18th  C.  y.  He  was  wounded  at  Piedmont,  taken  prisoner  near  Winches- 
ter, and  kept  long  in  barbarous  captivity.  When  at  lengtli  released,  he 
was  so  reduced  bj  exposure  and  starvation,  that  he  died  while  en  route  to 
be  exchanged  at  Danville,  Ya.,  Feb.  20,  1865.     (2  j.) 

Alfred  M.  Goddardy  Lieutenant  8th  C.  Y.,  son  of  the  late  L.  H.  God- 
dard,  of  Norwich,  a  young  man  of  distinguished  enterprise,  superior  nat- 
ural endowments,  and  winning  manners.  He  had  been  for  several  years 
at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  engaged  as  a  commercial  agent,  participating  in 
many  varied  pursuits,  amid  different  races  of  men,  and  diversities  of  cli- 
mate. He  had  traversed  the  Pacific  Ocean  from  the  Arctic  to  the  Antarctic 
latitudes;  had  tarried  for  months  at  a  time  on  the  desolate  island  of 
McKean,  with  no  companions  but  a  few  workmen  and  sailors ;  had  visited 
Mauritius,  and  taken  the  East  Indian  route  homeward,  by  the  Red  Sea 
and  Europe.  Having  closed  his  agency  at  the  Islands,  he  came  home  for 
the  last  time  in  May,  1868,  aud  entered  the  army  in  July.  He  was  em- 
ployed for  several  months  on  the  staff  of  Greneral  Harlahd,  but  joined  his 
regiment  at  the  siege  of  Petersburg,  and  was  mortally  wounded  in  the 
battle  of  May  7,  1864.  This  was  Lieu#  Goddard's  first  regular  engage- 
ment, but  his  conduct  was  that  of  a  veteran.  While  gallanlly  leading  on 
his  men,  near  the  close  of  a  day  of  hard  fighting,  he  was  struck  to  the 
ground,  and  though  carefully  taken  from  the  field,  and  removed  the  next 
day  to  Fortress  Monroe,  where  he  received  every  atteutioii  that  surgical 
skill  and  kindness  could  bestow,  he  died  ^^ay  9th.  IIu  wits  27  years  of  ii<;o ; 
a  bliort  life  in  ycara,  but  long  if  iiicasiiri'd  by  personal  worlli,  ilutics  per- 
formed, and  the  experience  of  changing  scenes  and  adventnres.  His  gen- 
erous disposition,  manly  bearing,  livcjly  and  aflable  manners,  had  particu- 
larly endeared  him  to  his  friends.  Even  when  a  boy,  as  son  and  brother, 
he  had  acted  the  part  of  a  man,  and  the  sacriiice  of  his  young  lite  fell  like 
a  heavy  blow  upon  the  hearts  at  lioine.  (9^  m.) 

William  JL  Ilamillotiy  student,  aged  18,  18th  C.  V.,  killed  at  Piedmont, 
June  5,  1864,  nearly  2  years  in  service.     (1  y.  10  m.) 

William  G.  Hayward^  mechanic,  18tli  C.  V.,  captured  at  AVinchester, 
was  exchanged  and  rejoined  his  regiment ;  captured  again  at  Newmarket, 
Va.,  May  15,  18G4,  and  died  at  Andersonville,  Sept.  8,  186-1,  aged  34. 
(2  y.  1  m.) 

John  G,  Ilolwelly  aged  40,  11th  C.  V.,  killed  at  Sharpsburg,  Sept,  17, 
1862.     (10  m.) 

Thomas  D,  Huntington^  son  of  Benjamin  Huntington,  of  Norwich 
Town,  aged  19,  8th  C.  V.;  enlisted  Sept.  21,  and  went  into  ciimp  at 
Hartford,  was  taken  sick,  returned  home,  and  died  Sept.  29,  1861,  8  days 
after  being  mustered  into  service. 

WilUam  Hutchins,  aged  20,  11th  C.  V.,  died  June  14,  1862.     (7  m.) 
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Hervey  F.  Jacobs,  book-keeper,  2d  Lieutenant,  26th  C.  V.  Lieutenant 
Jacobs  had  resided  about  eight  years  in  Norwich,  in  the  family  of  his 
relative,  L.  W.  Carroll,  Esq.  He  was  well  educated,  and  at  the  opening 
of  the  war  was  preparing  to  enter  into  business  with  flattering  prospects. 
Patriotism  and  a  high  sense  of  duty  carried  him  into  the  army.  Li  the 
second  assault  u]K)n  Port  Hudson,  June  14,  1863,  he  was  detailed  to  the 
command  of  a  company,  and  while  leading  on  his  men,  was  fatally  wound- 
ed by  the  explosion  of  a  12-poundcr  spherical  case  shot  (or  shell)  fired 
by  the  enemy.  The  same  shot  killed  four  men  outright,  and  wounded 
sixteen  others.  He  died  of  his  wounds  in  the  hospital  at  Baton  Bouge, 
La.,  July  5,*  aged  24. 

A  companion  who  was  with  Lieut.  Jacobs  on  the  field  of  battle,  says, 
*'  When  that  dreadful  shell  came  which  killed  and  disabled  twenty  men, 
including  himself,  he  was  cheering  and  encouraging  his  men,  and  pressing 
forward  with  the  assurance  of  success.  Afler  he  was  wounded,  the  noble 
spirit  that  animated  him  was  manifested  by  his  refusing  to  be  taken  to  the 
rear,  until  all  the  wounded  about  him  had  been  removed.t 

Marquis  L,  Johnson,  mechanic,  aged  39,  13th  C.  V.,  enlisted  in  Janu- 
ary, 18G2,  was  discharged  in  July,  on  account  of  infirm  health,  and  died  at 
sea,  on  his  wny  home.     (G  m.) 

Stej}hcn  7\  Johnson,  aged  39,  2Gth  C.  V.,  died  in  the  hospital  at  Mound 
City,  111,  Aug.  3,  1863. 

Thomas  F,  Jones,  enlisted  recruit,  18th  C.  V.,  killed  at  Winchester, 
June  15,  1863.     (1  m.) 

James  Kennely,  10th  C.  V.  He  enlisted  as  a  recruit  in  January,  1864, 
and  was  killed  at  Petersburg  the  first  of  April.     (2^  m.) 

John  Kelly,  aged  18,  enlisted  recruit,  9th  C.  V.,  died  July  24,  1862. 
(8  m.) 

John  Kerr,  of  Greeneville,  aged  44,  18th  C.  V.,  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner  at  Winchester,  exchanged,  transferred  to  Invalid  Corps,  and  died 
of  disease  contracted  in  the  service. 

David  Lacy,  2d  Artillery,  enlisted  recruit,  killed  at  Cold  Harbor,  Va., 
June  1,  18G4.     (4  m.) 

Daniel  Laird,  student,  aged  18,  13th  C.  V.,  killed  at  Winchester,  Sept 
19,  18G4.     (2y.  7  m.) 

De  )ViU  G.  Lathrop,  physician,  aged  42.  Appointed  Ist  Assistant  Sur- 
geon 8th  C.  V.     Died  at  Newbem,  April  18, 1862,  a  victim  to  over  exer- 

*  In  tho  same  hospital,  two  days  later,  died  his  brother,  Wyman  D.  Jacobs,  of  the 
Both  Mass,  regiment,  agod  21.  They  were  sons  of  Joseph  £.  Jacobs,  of  Thomp- 
son, Ct. 

t  A  discourse  in  memory  of  Lieut  Jacobs  was  preached  in  the  Central  Baptist 
Church,  niter  the  remains  were  brought  home,  Nor.  1,  1863,  by  Iter.  Samael  Grayes, 
pastor  of  the  church. 
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tkm  and  extreme  anxieij  for  the  wounded  men  under  his  cue.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  moral  and  profeauonal  worth,  and  his  death  was  a  heaTj 
loss  to  the  service,  as  well  as  to  his  iKoulj^  and  the  commonitj  at  home. 
His  remains  were  interred  at  Windham,  where  most  of  his  professional 
life  had  been  passed,  and  whoie  a  monnment,  erected  b j  the  members  of 
his  regimoit,  testifies  to  the  affectionate  esteem  in  which  he  was  h^d  bj 
his  comrades.     (G^  m.) 

Palruk  Uo^  iron-worker,  aged  25, 14th  &¥.,  killed  at  Spotsylvania, 
ICaj  11, 1864.     (1  J.  10  m.) 

Hemrjf  N.  Loamdij  seaman,  aged  18, 21st  CL  Y.,  mortaDj  wounded  Aug. 
19,1864.     (2  J.) 

Edward  P.  Mammim/g^  Commissaiy  Sergeant  and  2d  Ueotenant  26th 
C.  v.*  a  young  man  of  unblemished  character,  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
durdi,  and  one  of  whom  his  companions  said,  ^  He  carried  his  religioo 
with  him  into  the  arm j,  and  was  as  ready  to  fight  under  the  banner  of  the 
Cross,  as  under  the  flag  of  his  country."  He  served  out  the  time  of  his 
enlistment,  constantly  on  duty,  acting  at  different  times  as  Commissary, 
Quartermaster,  Adjutant  and  Lieutenant,  came  home  with  his  regiment, 
and  died  on  the  day  it  was  mustered  out  of  service,  aged  28.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  Norwich,  but  the  interment  was  at  Putnam,  where 
his  parents  reside. 

PatriekMaro^  mechanic,  aged  18, 10th  C.  V., killed  at  Newbem,N.  O, 
Maich  14, 1862.     (b\  m.) 

hlanf  R.  Martin^  of  Grcencville,  student,  aged  18,  18th  C.  V.,  a  well* 
educated,  promising  youth,  died  of  wouiid:^  received  at  Winclie:»ter,  July 
2,  1863.     (11  m.) 

Ronald  McAllister ^  Jr,^  of  Greene ville,  farmer,  11th  C.  V^  killed  at 
Cold  llarbor,  Va-,  June  3,  18G-i.  (llicj  father,  of  the  same  n;uue,  »erved 
14  months  in  the  same  regiment.)     (2  y.  7  m.) 

John  McCalL,  of  Yantic  village,  aged  25,  enli^ited  as  a  private  in  8th  C 
v.,  Sept.  21,  1861  ;  was  chosen  sergeant,  and  in  Feb^  1863,  proniotetl  to 
a  captaincy,  lie  was  in  the  North  Carolina  caropiiign  under  Uuniaide ; 
fought  afterward  at  South  Mountain,  at  Antietam,  and  in  many  other 
sanguinary  engagements,  always  noted  for  bravery  and  skilltul  manage- 
ment. In  his  third  year's  experience  of  marchings,  fightings,  wounds,  and 
captivity,  he  wi\s  killed  at  Drury's  Bluff,  May  16,  1864. 

James  McCracken,  of  Greeneville,  boiler-maker,  aged  28,  I8lh  C.  V., 
killed  at  Winchester,  June  15,  1863.     (10^  m.) 

James  S,  Mc David,  1st  Conn.  Cavalry,  captured  at  Ashland  station, 
June  1,  1864,  and  died  at  Audersonville,  Aug.  21,  aged  17  y.,  9  m.,  20  d. 

(7i  m.) 

William  McKnigkt,  12th  C.  V.,  died  at  Brashear  City,  La^  Aug.  17, 
1863.     (1  y.  8i  m.) 
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Thmuu  McMah&n^  enlisted  recruit,  ISth  C.  Y.,  killed  at  Fiedmont,  Ya., 
June  5,  1864.     (6^  m.) 

Gilbert  McMahoriy  2d  Conn.  Artillery,  killed  at  Piedmont,  June  5, 
1864.     (5  m.) 

John  McSooley,  shoe-maker,  aged  35 j  9th  C.  Y.,  died  April  18,  1863. 
(1  y.  6  m.) 

James  Me  Vay^  laborer,  aged  43,  14th  C.  Y.,  fell  out  of  the  ranks  in  the 
march  to  Antietam,  and  died  of  exhaustion,  Sept.  9,  1862.  Less  than  2 
months  in  service. 

John  Meany,  laborer,  aged  35,  9th  C.  Y.,  died  Nov.  12, 1862.     (13j^  m.) 
Charks  Meiuer,  a  German,  aged  24,  6th  C.  Y.,  killed  at  Morris  Island, 
July  18,  1863.     (1  y.  9^  m.) 

Jacob  W.  MiRevy  Jr.^  son  of  J.  W.  Miller,  of  Norwich  Town,  aged  16, 
enlisted  soon  ader  the  war  commenced,  in  the  51st  N.  Y.  Y.,  which  was 
recruited  in  New  York  City.  He  was  witli  his  regiment  in  the  No];th 
Carolina  campaign  under  Bumside ;  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac  at  South 
Mountain  and  Antietam ;  in  Grant's  army  at  Yicksburg,  and  in  the  ad- 
vance  to  Ridimond  through  the  Wilderness.  ^  In  tlie  conflict  near  Spot- 
sylvanio.  May  18,  1864,  while  in  front  of  the  fight,  he  was  shot  through 
the  heart,  and  as  his  commanding  officer  wrote  to  his  friends,  died  witli  his 
face  to  the  enemy  while  advancing  on  their  work.  He  had  never  been 
absent  an  hour  from  his  post  during  his  connection  with  the  army,  and  was 
buried  on  the  battle-field.'** 

Jamei  Afomingham^  laborer,  aged  33,  9th  C.  Y.,  died  July  21,  1862. 
(10  m.) 

Oramel  M,  MoUy  farmer,  aged  18,  11th  C.  Y. ;  chosen  corporal ;  re^n- 
listed  veteran  in  January,  1864,  and  was  killed  near  Petersburg  the  fol- 
lowing May.     (2  y.  8  m.) 

Peter  Mulligan,  operative,  aged  44,  26th  C.  Y.  He  returned  with  his 
regiment  from  Port  Hudson,  but  in  a  sickly  condition,  and  died  before  he 
was  mustered  out  of  service. 

James  Murphy,  laborer,  aged  19,  9th  C.  Y.,  died  August  16,  1862. 
(10  m.) 

Dennis  Murphy,  laborer,  21st  C.  Y.,  died  March  12,  1864.  (1  y. 
7  m.) 

James  R.  Nickels,  a  native  of  Maine,  who  had  resided  several  years  in 
Nonvich,  employed  as  a  clerk.  He  served  in  Capt  Harland's  company 
of  three  months  men  ;  enlisted  again  as  a  private  in  the  14th  regiment. 
May,  1862 ;  was  chosen  sergeant,  and  by  successive  promotions,  made 
Captain  before  he  was  21  years  of  age.  He  fought  at  Antietam,  at  Fred- 
ericksburg, at  Chancellorsville,  and  in  innumerable  other  less  noted  en- 
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gagements ;  passed  unhurt  through  the  terrible  battles  of  the  Wilderness 
and  Spotsylvania ;  led  the  regiment  in  a  brilliant  charge  at  Cold  Harbor, 
for  which  he  was  complimented  by  tlie  commanding  officer,  and  served  in 
front  of  Petersburg,  till  Aug.  27,  1864,  when,  in  tlie  sanguinary  struggle 
at  Ream's  Station,  he  was  wounded,  and  lefl  by  the  retreating  army  on 
the  field  of  battle.  Here  he  was  stripped  by  the  rebels  and  left  to  die, 
but  during  the  night,  the  adjutant  of  his  regiment  found  him,  and  pro- 
cured his  removal  to  the  lines.  He  languished  for  six  months,  was  several 
times  thought  out  of  danger,  but  his  constitution  was  broken  down,  and 
he  died  in  hospital  at  Washington,  D.  C,  Feb.  20, 1865,  aged  22.  A 
pure-minded  patriot,  and  as  a  soldier,  intrepid  and  brave.  Tlie  manly 
fortitude  and  cheerfulness  with  which  he  bore  his  long  confinement,  equaled 
in  heroic  endurance  his  conduct  on  the  battle-field. 

Joieph  H,  Nickerson^  sergeant  11th  C.  V. ;  promoted  Captain,  Aug.  6, 
1863.  After  participating  in  many  hard-fought  battles,  and  coming  home 
with  his  regiment  on  their  veteran  furlough,  his  health  failed,  and  he 
resigned  in  October,  1864.  He  was  afterward  appointed  to  office  in  the 
Provost-Marshal's  Department,  but  died  May  15,  1865,  aged  23.  He 
was  honored  with  a  military  funeral,  six  discharged  officers  officiating  as 
pall-bearers,  and  the  Common  Council  attending  in  a  body.     (3  y.) 

Charles  O.  Noyes,  student,  aged  20, 18th  C.  V.,  wounded  at  Winchester, 
and  died  June  15, 1863.  A  young  man  of  promising  talents  and  correct 
deportment,  the  only  child  of  his  parents.  Such  bereavements  show  tho 
intense  cruelty  of  war. 

William  71  V,  Oshomey  a  conscript  from  Norwich,  wlio  died  at  tho 
Knight  Hospital  in  New  Haven,  Sept.  2,  18G3.  Brought  home  for  inter- 
ment. 

Josiah  L,  D,  Otisy  physician,  aged  41,  enlisted  in  14th  0.  V.,  company 
of  Capt,  J.  B.  Coit ;  wounded  at  Fredericksburg,  and  died,  after  extreme 
suffering,  at  a  hospital  in  Washington,  Feb.  10,  18G3.     (G^  ni.) 

Jaines  Parkerson^  fireman,  aged  27,  2Gth  C.  V.,  mortally  wounded  at 
Port  Hudson,  May  27,  and  died  June  1,  1863.     (9  m.) 

Charles  K  Pottery  machinist,  aged  24,  9th  C.  V.,  died  Aug.  10,  1862, 
at  Baton  Rouge,  La.     (9  m.) 

William  Reynoldsy  aged  18,  sergeant  13th  C.  V.,  mortally  wounded  at 
Cane  River  Creek,  April  23,  18G4.     A  veteran.     (2  y.  4  m.) 

Frederick  E,  SchaUcy  aged  24.  He  served  as  a  private  soldier  in  the 
3d  regiment,  and  as  sergeant  and  lieutenant  in  the  14th.  In  one  of  the 
sharp  engagements  in  the  early  part  of  18G4,  when  the  army  was  ad- 
vancing into  Virginia,  he  was  severely  wounded,  and  died  in  the  hospital 
at  Fredericksburg,  May  G,  1864.  Tho  funeral  services  were  held  at 
Norwich,  but  he  was  interred  at  Lebanon,  his  native  place,  the  Norwich 


UISTORT    OF    NORWICH.  689 

Light  Infantry  escorting  the  remains  thither,  and  firing  a  parting  yoUej 
over  his  grave.* 

Henry  M.  Scholfieldj  a  promising  young  man  who  enlisted  in  tlie  1st  C. 
v.,  April  22,  1861,  and  afterward  entered  the  14th  regiment.  He  died 
of  wounds  received  at  Antietam,  Sept  28,  18G2. 

John  Shea,  13th  C.  V.,  died  July  J  8, 1863.     (1  y.  6  m.) 

WiUiam  M.  Shermany  sergeant  2nth  C.  V.,  died  Juno  28,  1863,  in  hos- 
pital at  New  Orleans,  of  wounds  received  at  Port  Hudson,  aged  25  years 
and  9  months.     Funcml  services  at  the  Free  Church,  Norwich. 

John  Simpson,  sergeant  9th  C.  V.,  aged  27,  died  at  New  Orleans,  Oct. 
9, 1862.     (1  J.) 

James  Soutery  of  Grccnevillc,  clerk,  aged  20,  11th  C.  V.,  killed  at  Cold 
IIarlK)r,  Va.,  June  3,  1864.     (2  y.  7  m.) 

John  L,  Stnntony  Captain  Co.  G,  26th  C.  V.  A  gallant  soUlier,  killed 
in  the  fii*st  terrific  assault  upon  Port  Hudson,  May  27,  1863,  aged  44. 

Myron  W,  SCerrett,  aged  20,  26th  C.  V.,  missing  afler  the  attack  upon 
Port  Hudson,  and  never  heard  from  afterward. 

Joseph  Stokesy  2d  C.  V.,  died  in  hospital,  July  25,  1861. 

Francis  IF.  Taylor,  manufacturer,  aged  55,  18th  C.  V.,  severely  wound- 
ed at  I'icdmont,  June  5,  1864,  died  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  March  28,  1865, 
aged  57.     (2  y.  8  m.) 

Nelson  C.  Tliompson,  operative,  aged  21,  18th  C.  V.,  died  June  30, 
1863,  of  wounds  received  at  Winchester.     (11  m.) 

Eugene  Ttlden,  enlisted  in  1st  Conn.  Artillery,  March  20,  1862,  served 
through  the  Peninsula  campaign,  was  discharged  on  account  of  disability 
in  January,  1863,  returned  home,  and  died  at  his  father's,  April  23, 
aged  20. 

Edward  F.  Tisdale,  aged  15,  enlisted  Nov.,  1861, 9th  C.  V. ;  discharged 
the  next  October  on  account  of  disability;  enlisted  in  January,  1864,  in 
1st  Conn.  Cavalry ;  was  captured  afler  his  horse  had  been  shot  under  him, 
and  died  at  Anderson ville,  Sept.  23,  1864,  aged  18. 

Richard  Tomlimony  mechanic,  aged  40,  26th  C.  V.  Served  till  tlie 
regiment  was  mustered  out,  but  died  soon  after  reaching  home,  of  disease 
contracted  in  the  service. 

James  Ihrrancc,  aged  20,  sergeant  in  the  3d  C.  V.,  and  also  in  the  13th, 
killed  in  a  charge  at  Port  Hudson,  May  24,  1863.  He  was  a  young  man 
of  distinguished  bravery  and  moral  worth,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and 
brother  of  David  Torrance,  Colonel  of  the  29th  (colored)  regiment 

*  The  Norwich  Light  Infantry  is  a  volanteor  company  of  home  gaordB,  organized 
Feb.  17,  isri2,  consisting  nt  first  of  45  men,  but  increased  to  60,  S.  R.  Farlin,  Captain. 
The  company  wns  accepted  by  the  State  as  the  nncleus  of  the  3d  Regiment  of  State 
Militia,  and  Cnpt.  Pnrlin  commissioned  by  the  Governor.  The  prcsouco  of  this  com- 
pany has  given  additional  interest  to  the  moamful  observances  of  many  a  soldier's- 
funeral. 
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WiUiam  H.  Town,  of  Greeneyille,  mechanic,  aged  29, 18tli  C.  V.,  died 
in  hospital  at  Sandy  Hook,  Md.,  March  28,  18G4.     (1  y.  8  m.) 

Joseph  A,  Tracy,  clerk,  aged  18,  enlisted  as  musician  18th  C.  V., 
wounded  at  Snickei-'s  Ferry,  July  18, 18G4,  and  died  in  hospital  at  Sandy 
Hook,  Md.,  Aug.  7,  having  been  in  the  service  two  years  to  a  day. 

John  F,  Treadway,  corporal  1st  Conn.  Cavalry,  son  of  F.  W.  Treadway, 
of  Norwich  City.  He  enlisted  at  New  Haven,  Jan.  4,  1864,  and  died  in 
captivity  at  Andersonville,  Aug.  d. 

Moses  Tyler,  aged  19,  14th  C.  Y.,  captured  at  Morton's  Ford,  Feb.  7, 
and  died  in  prison  at  Richmond,  June  27,  1864.     (1  y.  11  m.) 

Erastus  Vergason,  farmer,  aged  27,  10th  C.  V.,  killed  at  Roanoke 
Isknd,  Feb.  8,  1862.     (4  m.) 

Ferdinand  Volkner,  carpenter,  aged  36,  6th  C.  V.,  died  Oct.  21,  1862. 
(18^  m.) 

Marvin  Wait,  son  of  John  T.  Wait,  Esq.,  and  when  the  war  com- 
menced, a  student  in  Union  College,  enlisted  in  the  8th  C.  V.,  OcL  5, 
1861.  He  was  soon  promoted  to  a  Lieutenancy,  and  detached  for  service 
on  the  Signal  Corps,  in  which  capacity  he  was  on  duty  in  Bumside's  flag- 
ship  at  the  taking  of  Roanoke  Island,  and  with  General  Parke  at  Fort 
Macon. 

In  the  reduction  of  Fort  Macon,  April  26, 1862,  signals  were  used 
with  such  complete  success  as  to  afroi*d  a  vivid  illustration  of  the  value  of 
a  system  of  signs  in  certain  contingencies  of  war. 

Lieut^  Andrews,  of  the  9th  N.  Y.  V.,  and  Lieut.  Wait,  occupietl  a  sta- 
tion from  which,  by  llie  aid  of  ghisses,  tliu  movements  of  the  aiuiiny  could 
be  distinguished,  and  by  signals  from  these  ollicers  the  fire  fnmi  the  Union 
batteries  was  directed,  rectified,  and  rendered  accnrate,  willi  such  eflect 
that  the  fortress  was  soon  surrendered.*  ^lessrs.  Andrews  and  Wait  were 
highly  commended  for  their  service  on  this  occasion.  Subsequently,  by 
order  of  Col.  Myer,  chief  officer  of  the  Signal  Department,  a  Signal  15al- 
tle  Flag,  awarded  to  Lieut.  Wait  for  gallantry  and  eflicient  service  at 
Fort  Macon,  was  sent  to  his  father. 

Lieut.  AV^ait  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Fredericksburg,  and  at  Antietam 
led  his  company  in  the  gallant  charge  over  the  river  upon  the  fortified 
posts  at  81iari)sburg.  Here  the  advancing  troops  were  outflanked  and  ex- 
posed to  a  destructive  cross-fire  of  cannon  and  musketry.  The  lii-st  brig- 
ade was  soon  swept  away;  the  second,  under  Gen.  llarland,  to  which  the 
8th  Connecticut  was  attached,  advanced  to  the  rescue,  but  after  fearful 
slaughter,  was  obliged  also  to  retreat. 

"  Lieut.  Wait  fell  at  his  post  while  urging  on  his  men  into  that  terrible 
storm  of  shot  and  shell." 


*  "  After  12,  M.,  every  shot  fired  from  onr  batteries,  fell  in  or  on  the  fort."     At  4, 
P.  M.,  the  white  flag  appeared. — [Report  of  Lt.  Andrews  to  the  signal  officer.) 


J/fM^nu..  >s:/'- 
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^  Just  before  he  was  wounded,  he  was  seen  closing  np  the  ranks  of  his 
company  and  dressing  them  in  line,  as  deliberately  as  though  on  dress 
parade." 

Such  is  the  testimony  of  liis  comrades  who  were  with  him  in  that  terri- 
ble  fight.  Severely  wounded  and  led  to  the  rear,  the  fire  from  an  advanc- 
ing body  of  the  enemy  enfiladed  the  spot  where  he  lay,  and  gave  him  his 
death  wound. 

Lieut.  Wait  wanted  four  months  of  being  twenty  years  of  age.  He 
was  an  only  son,  and  the  centre  of  many  fond  anticipations.  His  coolness 
and  s('1f-|)o<>>5tcfision  in  the  midst  of  battle  were  remarkable  in  one  so  young. 
An  odicf^r  to  whose  command  ho  was  temporarily  attached  while  on  the 
North  Carolina  coast,  said  of  him,  ''I  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  Lieut. 
Wait  un<1cr  three  most  galling  fires  of  the  enemy,  and  when  others  oldery 
both  in  years  and  time  of  service,  were  shrinking,  he  stood  to  his  post 
like  a  veteran."  General  Ilarland  commended  him,  not  only  for  bravery 
and  honor,  but  for  the  earnestness  and  zeal  with  which  he  labored  to  pre- 
pare himself  for  his  various  duties  as  a  member  of  the  Signal  Corps  and 
as  a  line  oflicer. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  at  the  1st  Congregational  Church. 
Govcnior  Buckingham,  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  city,  the 
field  and  line  officers  of  the  2Gth  regiment,  the  Norwich  Light  Lifantry, 
and  a  great  assemblage  of  citizens  were  in  attendance.* 

Fredericks.  Ward,  aged  18,  coi'poral  14th  C.  V.,lefl  mortally  wounded 
on  the  field  of  battle  at  Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13,  1862,  sending  by  one  of 
his  comrades  a  last  message  of  love  and  consolation  to  friends  at  home. 
Tliis  young  man  enlisted  from  Saybrook,  and  is  credited  on  the  quota  of 
that  (own,  but  was  a  son  of  John  B.  Ward,  late  Treasurer  of  the  Gielsea 
Savings  Bank,  Norwich. 

George  W.  Ward,  organist  and  music  teacher,  aged  2C,  18th  C.  V.  Ho 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Winchester,  and  confined  successively  at  Bell  Isle, 
Danville,  and  Andersonville,  at  which  last  station  he  died,  Feb.  26,  1865, 
aged  29.  His  manly  fortitude  and  genial  temperament  long  sustained 
him,  but  continued  hunger,  confinement,  and  ill  usage  at  length  brought 
him  to  the  grave,  afler  he  had  been  21  months  a  prisoner.  He  had  fine 
musical  talents,  was  a  steadfast  patriot,  and  had  many  warm  personal 
friends. 

Patrick  Welden,  aged  34,  sergeant  9th  C.  V.,  died  at  New  Orleans, 
Aug.  14,1862.     (10  m.) 

*  The  Portrait  of  Lioat.  Wait  appears  in  this  work.  He  was  the  first  commissioned 
officer  from  Norwich  that  fell  in  support  of  the  Union  canse.  He  had  displajed  signal 
ahility  ami  heroism  for  one  so  yonng  and  nnaccostomed  to  military  daty,  and  wo  haye 
therefore  giTen  a  more  extended  accoont  of  his  short  but  meritoriooB  service. 
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Frank  W7iiU,  carpenter,  aged  28,  Cth  C.  V,  missing  at  Fort  Wngner, 
July  18, 18C3,  anil  supposed  killed.     (I  y.  10  m.) 

Dcmitl  Wilbur,  I8tb   C.  V^  accidentiiUy  shot  while  on  giiniil  duly, 
Kt  Fort  Honurd,  Md.,  January  5,  18G3,  aged  19.     Interred  at  Norwich.    ' 
(6«>.)  ' 

James  WiUiana,  of  tbe  Jackson  Guards,  Capt  Moguire,  2d  N.  Y.  Ai<-  I 
tillery,  died  in  camp,  at  Alexandria,  of  tyj>lioid  fever,  in  Feb.,  1S62.     lift  ] 
was  an  old  residwit  of  Norwiob,  and  one  of  the  first  wlio  enlbtcd  for  tl 
war.     His  rcmaina  were  brouglil  to  Norwich  and  interred  Feb,  IGtIi. 

Joseph  Winihip,  clerk,  ^ed  21,  18th  C.  V.     He  was  left  at  Winchester  | 
after  the  battle  of  June  IG,  16G3,lo  look  after  the  sick  and  wounded; 
taken  prisoner,  aent  lo  Richmond;  transferred  to  Andei-sonville,  Ga., 
there  died,  April  5,  1864,  aged  23  years  and  C  monlLa.     He  was  an  only  j 
child,  and  his  death  left  the  homo  of  his  parents  desolate. 

John  W.  Wood,  operative,  aged  23,  lllh  C.  V.,  died  from  wounds  I 
ceived  at  Sharitsburg,  ScpL,  1862.     (9  m.) 

Jltnri/  P.  Tarringtwi,  aged  25,  14th  C.  V.,  died  of  wounds  reeelvBd  «t  ] 
Antietom,  Sept.  21, 18G2.     (3}  m.) 

COLORKI)    aOLDIEltS. 

Job  A.  Davis,  29th  C.  V.,  enlisted  Jan.  2,  1861,  died  in  October,  18C5,  I 
Funeral  services  at  the  Eureka  Lodge  Room  of  Colored  Free  Masons,  a 
the  rfimiunB  taken  to  Jcwelt  City  for  interment. 

James  GUhon,  3Iat  U.  S.  C.  T.,  nmslerod  Jan.  22,  and  died  June  5, 
18C4. 

Chester  H.  SaUam,  24th  It.  I.  Artillery,  mustered  July  18, 18G3,  died 
May  i,  1864." 


The  remains  of  nine  Norwich  soldiers,  who  died  in  dreary  captivity,  at 
Andersonville,  Ga.,  were  recovered  and  brought  home  in  January,  18GG. 
These  were 

Edward  Blomley,       Sylvonus  Downer,  Edward  F.  Tisdale, 

Henry  F.  Champlin,  Wm.  G.  Hayward,         Geo.  W.  Ward, 
William  Davis,  James  S.  McDavid,        J.  H.  Winship. 

The  city  authorities  awarded  to  tlicm  a  public  funeral  and  n  buiial  spot 
in  Vantic  Cemetery.  The  commemorative  services  were  held  in  Breed 
Hall.    The  coffins,  placed  on  a  funeral  car  and  covered  with  the  American 

*Ttiese  were  die  onlj  Ticlima  of  the  wsr,  unong  the  colored  toldien  of  the  town, 
whose  DatnM  the  anlttor  hu  ucertuned.    Piobkbl;  olben  «honld  be  added  to  (he  litt. 
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flag,  were  borae  in  solemn  procession,  bj  friends  and  citizens,  societies  and 
soldiery,  to  the  place  prepared  for  their  reception* 

The  number  of  fatherless  children  in  town,  made  such  bj  the  war,  is 
ninety-three.  Some  of  them  bear  the  names  of  Banneyy  BremcJieny  CoU 
linSy  Gleason^  Mc  Garry ^  McNamaray  Munroej  ffDonneU,  and  Sanders^ 
showing  that  nine  more  names,  at  least,  should  be  added  to  the  foregoing 
list  of  the  war*s  victims. 


NOTE. 

In  reviewing  this  work,  as  the  last  pages  go  to  press,  a  few  passages 
are  observed  that  belong  to  the  class  of  Errata — not  printer's  errors,  but 
mistakes  inadvertently  made  by  the  writer. 

Such  are  the  two  following,  which  happily  it  is  not  too  late  to  acknowl- 
edge and  amend.  P.  77, 18th  line  from  the  top,  erase  the  sentence :  "  now 
deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  Bible  Society."  This  is  an  error,  the 
venerable  book  referred  to  being  still  in  the  possession  of  the  Latlirop 
family.  P.  i)27,  3d  line  from  the  bottom,  the  date  of  the  Sabbath  School 
should  be  18 IG,  and  the  place  where  it  was  first  kept,  the  brick  school- 
house. 

The  Memoir  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Winslow  shows  that  the  Sabbath  School 
of  tlie  First  Society  had  an  interesting  and  auspicious  commencement. 
Miss  II.  W.  Lathrop,  (afterward  Mrs.  Winslow,  of  the  Cingalese  Mission,) 
during  a  visit  to  New  York,  in  March,  1816,  witnessed  the  operation  of 
the  Sunday  School  institution  in  that  city,  and  came  home  with  the  fire 
in  her  heart,  which  she  spread  among  her  friends  and  neighbors,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  a  prosperous  school  of  the  same  kind  was  in 
operation  in  Uiis  Society. 

Miss  Lathrop  and  her  friend.  Miss  M.  Coit,  were  the  first  teachers. 
They  began  with  a  class  of  seven  ;  on  the  23d  of  June,  they  rejoiced  over 
**  two  new  scholars,**  and  before  the  close  of  July,  the  whole  number  that 
liad  been  gathered  in  was  forty-seven.  An  interesting  feature  of  the 
school  was  a  class  of  colored  women,  under  the  teacliing  of  Miss 
Thomas. 

This  school,  and  the  one  at  Uie  Landing,  begun  the  previous  year,  had 
a  common  origin, — G.  L.  Perkins,  and  his  associates  in  the  work  at 
Chelsea,  having  caught  the  inspiration,  as  Miss  Lathrop  did  afierward,  by 
visiting  the  Bcthune  Sunday  Schools  in  New  York.  There  was  only  this 
difference — in  Mr.  MitcliclFs  Society  the  first  movers  were  young  men,  in 
that  of  Dr.  Strong,  young  women. 


APPEITDIX. 


In  tlio  foregoing  work,  (p.  585,)  somo  Account  is  given  of  tbe  Uncas  Monument 
erected  in  the  old  Indian  Cemetery,  in  1842.  The  expense  of  this  monument  was 
borne  hj  the  Indies  of  Norwich.  It  was  wrought  of  Quincy  granite,  nt  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Prison,  Charlestown,  and  coarsely  cut,  with  the  simple  name  of  the  Sachem 
engraved  upon  it,  in  largo  raised  letters — tlio  monument  harmonizing  in  its  stmctare 
with  the  stem  and  savage  character  it  commemorated. 

The  direction  and  superintendence  of  the  monument  was  committed  by  the  ladies 
to  G.  L.  Perkins,  Esq.,  who  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  several  distinguished  anti- 
quarians, requesting  an  expression  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  best  mode  of  spelling 
the  Sachem's  name.  Among  the  answers  that  he  received  were  the  following,  which 
may  be  deemed  worthy  of  preservation,  not  only  on  account  of  the  distinction  of  the 
writers,  but  as  exemplifying  in  one  short  name  the  confusion  and  uncertainty  that 
exists  in  Indian  orthography. 

Habtfobd,  August  17th,  1841. 
G.  L.  Perkins,  Esq.,  -- 

Dear  Sir: — ^Your  note  of  the  14th  inst.,  has  been  in  my  hands  a  day  or  two.  I 
have,  in  the  meantime,  examined  some  of  the  old  records  and  documents  in  the  Sec- 
retary's office.  The  result  is  according  to  your  own  experience  and  observation,  viz., 
that  the  name  is  spelt  varioiuly.  In  an  original  letter  from  the  Rev.  James  Fitch,  of 
Norwich,  dated  in  1G75,  it  is  written  Unhis,  In  the  records,  it  is  generally  written 
Uncnss,  sometimes  Uncatse,  and  sometimes  k  is  used  instead  of  c.  These  variations 
do  not  materially  affect  the  sound.  The  question  of  spelling  is  to  be  settled  by  those 
who  sjyell.    The  Indians  had  notliing  to  do  with  it. 

The  signature  of  the  original  Sachem  was  the  outline  of  a  long  necked  bird,  or  some- 
thing like  it.  Dr.  Trumbull  and  Dr.  Holmes  both  write  the  name  Uncos,  and  this  is 
probably  as  good  authority  as  there  is.  The  latter  especially,  is  a  remarkably  correct 
antiquarian.  The  farther  you  go  back,  the  greater  diversity  you  will  find.  I  am  sorry 
that  I  can  furnish  you  with  nothing  more  decisive. 

I  am,  with  great  regard, 

Tour  friend  and  ob*t  senr't, 

THOMAS  DAY. 
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Nbw  Haykv,  August  lllh,  1641. 
Dbah  Sih  : 

In  replj  to  your  letter  of  tho  lAm  inst.,  I  should  Bay  that  the  better  way  for  yoa  to 
adopt  in  engraYing  the  name  of  the  Indian  Sachem  on  the  monument,  is  to  follow  Dr. 
Trumbull,  who  uniformly  wrote  Uncas,  Dr.  Trumbull  is  our  historian,  and  his  orthog- 
raphy was  probably  adopted  in  consequence  of  the  Doctor's  finding  that  to  be  the 
most  common. 

Please  to  accept  the  respects  of. 

Sir,  your  ob't  serv't, 

NOAH  WEBSTER. 
G.  L.  Pbukins,  Esq. 


Nbw  York,  August  21st,  1841. 
Dbar  Sir  : 

Your  favor  of  the  14th  was  reoeired  by  me  a  few  days  ago,  at  Saratoga.  I  embraoe 
the  earliest  moment  after  my  return  to  the  city,  to  reply ;  and  yet  I  can  do  you  but 
small  service  touching  the  subject  of  your  inquiry.  You  appear  to  be  in  possession 
of  most  of  the  different  names  which  the  early  writers  assigned  to  Uncas ;  and  your 
opinion  is  as  good,  if  not  better,  than  mine,  as  to  the  orthography  that  ought  to  be 
selected  for  the  proposed  monumental  inscription. 

You  refer  to  a  copy  of  a  deed  in  which  the  chieftain's  name  is  written,  0n4!0t. 
It  has  been  thus  printed  in  sereral  of  Uie  early  chronicles. 

In  the  earlier  years  of  his  career,  tSiar  his  aci|uaintanco  with  the  English  Colonists 
he  was  somotinios  called  Poquini,  or  ro<iuitim,  wt  well  ixs  Uncus.  There  were  several 
ways  of  spelling  that  first  nnmo ;  and  I  havo  now  before  mc,  in  print,  these  vuriatious, 
viz. :  Pociuin,  Por/uim,  Pwjuime,  Potjuiam,  Poquoiam.  There  is  extant  a  ilocuinent,  or 
treaty,  executed  jointly  by  Uncas  and  Miantonomoh,on  tlic  2d  of  September,  1C38,  to 
which  tho  signature  of  tho  Mohcgan  Chief  was  afHxed  thus: — "Ptx/u/a«i,  alias 
Unkas."  This  last  mode  of  spelling  it — Uiikas — was  adopted  by  Gookin,  and  also  by 
the  Rov.  Mr.  Fitch,  the  first  minister  in  Norwich,  as  you  may  see  by  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Fitch  to  General  Gookin,  contained  in  vol.  I,  Mass.  Historical  Coll. 

Hubbard,  who,  as  you  know,  wrote  very  early,  spells  it  Uncas ;  so  also  docs  Cotton 
Mather  in  tho  Magnalia  Christi. 

This  ortliography  has  been  followed  by  all,  or  nearly  all,  tho  later  authors,  Trum- 
bull, Bancroft,  and  others. 

You  refer  to  tho  variations  of  tho  orthography  found  among  the  early  writers,  histo- 
rians, journalists,  &c.,  &c.,  among  whom  you  particularize  Wiuthrop,  as  having  writ- 
ten the  name  diircrently  at  ditferent  times.  Such,  undoubtedly,  was  tho  fact  in  all  the 
Colonics.  The  Indians  themselves  had  no  written  language;  and  tho  early  writers, 
having  no  guides,  noted  down  tho  names  as  best  they  could,  from  tho  sounds  given  by 
Indian  articulation.  The  names,  moreover,  were  often  so  long,  so  crooked,  and  so 
uncouth,  that  tlie  writers  were  often  puzzled  at  one  time  to  remember  how  they  had 
written  them  at  another.  Hence  tlio  almost  inextricable  confusion  in  the  matter  of 
spelling  Indian  names,  both  of  iMirsons  and  places.  In  this  State,  wo  arc  worse  o(V 
than  you  aro  in  New  England,  since  wo  have  to  contend  with  the  outlandish  orthogra- 
phy manufactured  by  tho  Dutcli,  the  French,  and  tho  English  1 
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Bat  I  am  writing  qaite  too  mach.  Woro  it  in  my  power  to  obliterate  all  the  written 
and  printed  records  in  which  the  name  of  Uncas  appears,  and  create  a  simple  orthog- 
raphy for  it,  I  think  I  should  write  it  Ox-K08.  To  my  eye  and  ear,  it  looks  and 
sounds  like  hotter  Indian  when  written  thos. 

But  under  existing  curnmstances,  I  should  accept  the  common  orthography,  and 
engrave  it  on  the  monument  Unoas. 

Thus  it  is  written  in  all  our  modem,  and  our  best  histories,  and  thus  it  will  descend 
to  posterity.  1  think  it  best,  therefore,  that  the  proposed  inscription  should  conform 
to  general  usage. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Very  truly  yours, 

WILLLrVM  L.  STONE. 
0.  L.  pBRKiNfl,  Esq. 


The  letter  from  Mr.  Fitch  to  General  Qookin,  referred  to  by  Col.  Stone,  was  written 
from  Norwich,  Nov.  20,  1674,  and  contains  the  following  interesting  passage: 

"  Since  God  hnth  called  me  to  labour  in  this  work  among  the  Indians  near  to  me, 
where  indeed  nre  the  most  considerable  number  of  any  in  this  colony,  the  first  of  my 
time  was  spent  npon  the  Indians  at  Moheek  [Mohcgan]  where  Unkas  and  his  son  and 
Wanuho  arc  Rnchoms.  These  at  first  carried  it  teachably  and  tractably ;  until  at  length 
the  sacliems  did  discern  that  religion  would  not  consist  with  a  mere  receiving  of  the 
word ;  and  that  practical  religion  will  throw  down  tlicir  heathenish  idols,  and  the 
sachems'  tyrannical  monarchy,  and  tlien  the  sachems  did  not  only  go  away  but  drew 
off  their  people,  some  by  flatteries  and  others  by  thrcatenings ;  and  they  would  not 
suffer  them  to  give  so  much  as  an  outward  attendance  to  the  ministry  of  the  word  of 
God.  But  at  this  time  some  few  did  show  a  willingness  to  attend.  Therefore  I  began 
meetings  with  them  about  one  year  and  a  half  since." 

"  And  he  tlint  is  chief  among  them,  whose  name  is  Wcobax,  hath  learned  so  much 
that  he  is  willing  and  able  in  some  degree  to  be  helpful  in  teaching  and  prayer  to  the 
others,  on  the  Lord's  day  ;  and  this  Weebax  is  of  such  a  blameless  conversation  that 
his  worst  enemies  and  haters  of  religion  cannot  but  speak  well  of  his  conversation ; 
and  the  same  may  Ih)  said  concerning  another,  whose  name  is  Tuhamon.  The  number 
of  tliese  Indians  is  now  increased  to  above  thirty." 
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NORWICH  NOTES  AND  SKETCHES, 

FROM  18G6  TO  1873. 
SUPPLEMENTARY   TO  MISS  CAULKINS'  HISTORY. 
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Norwich  City  Water  Works, 

At  tlie  May  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  1866,  the 
charter  of  the  city  was  so  amended  as  to  give  the  city  the  power  to  sup- 
ply itself  with  pure  waier.  This  amendment  was  accepted  by  the  city, 
and  in  October  of  the  following  year  a  site  was  selected  for  a  reservoir 
and  the  work  commenced.  The  reservoir  is  in  a  natural  basin  between 
the  Scotland  Iload  and  Canterbury  Turnpike,  one  mile  east  of  the  Nor- 
wich Town  Green,  through  which  a  small  tributary  stream  ran  to  tlie 
Yantic  River.  On  the  south  end  of  this  basin  a  heavy  embankment  wall 
was  built,  tK3  feet  high  and  400  feet  long  which  formed  a  reservoir  of 
about  350,000,000  gallons  aipacity.  The  length  of  the  reservoir  is  one 
mile  and  an  eighth,  the  avertige  width  480  feet,  the  avenige  depth  16^ 
fict,  and  the  surface  measure  GG  acres.  Tlie  level  of  the  overflow  is  250 
feet  above  tide  water,  and  19^  feet  above  the  summit  of  Jail  Hill — the 
highest  point  of  land  in  the  city.  This  gives  a  pressure  on  the  water 
pipes  of  108  pounds  to  the  square  inch  at  tide  water,  and  of  95^  pounds 
on  Franklin  Stpiare.  With  this  pressure  water  can  be  forced  through  an 
ordinary  engine  hose  to  a  vertical  height  of  140  feet-  Its  efficiency  for 
the  purpose  of  extinguishing  fires,  as  well  as  for  domestic  uses,  is  thus 
demonstrated.  The  present  supply  of  water  is  equal  to  forty  gallons  a 
day  to  about  20,000  people,  but  by  attaching  other  available  streams  to 
the  reservoir,  the  supply  can  be  indefmitely increased.  The  supply  pipe 
is  of  iron,  lined  with  cement  and  laid  in  a  bedding  of  cement.  The  cost 
of  the  whole  work  up  to  Jmiuary,  1873,  including  reservoir  and  piping, 
and  all  other  necessary  expenses,  is  not  far  from  $350,000. 


New  Laurel  Hill  Bridge. 

For  an  account  of  the  bridi^es  built  at  different  times  on  the  site  of  the 

present  Laurel  Hill  Bridge,  see  pp.  347  to  350.     Since  the  publication  of 

Miss  Caulkins'  History,  a  Norwich  gentlemau  found  in  the  Royal  Library 

in  Paris  several  volumes  of  letters,  written  by  a  French  gentleman  who 
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TiBiIed  this  country  in  1786.  This  writer  deacribes  iho  bri.lgu  then 
Standing  on  tliU  sile,  and  givea  a  repreaentalion  of  it  iib  n  remtirkBbla 
bridge. 

Tliiu  is  a  transUtion  of  what  lie  sayi  about  the  bridge,  and  a  copy  of 
his  drawing  of  it : — 

"  Sketch  of  a  Lridge  1 23  fuel  loiis.  and  62  feel  high,  lately  built  over  tlie    i 
easlern  brancti  of  the  now  TIihiikui,  mlled  iho  river  Shetiicket,  in  tlia 
vicinily  of  Norwich,  -by  Mr.  Klias  lilita." — Boot  of  Si.  John   dt  Oritr- 
eo^ut,  entilUd  Leltrtt  W  un  ouitivaUur    Amerieant,  adilrtttet  it  W.  S. 
£ag&r,vQi.  8.  p.  fil7. 


Length,  1S3  ft     Height,  S!  ft. 

"But  what  most  impressed  me  in  this  canton  is  a  very  eztraordinary 
bridge,  of  which  I  send  you  an  imperfect  sketch.  It  is  built  on  tlie  Slie- 
lucket  branch,  between  two  rocks,  whii^h  are  in  tliis  pkce  123  feet  distant 
from  each  other,  and  raised  52  feet  above  ilia  surfiice  of  tlio  river.  It 
was  devised  and  conetrucied  last  year  (1785),  by  Mr,  Elias  Bliiu,  a  sim- 
ple carpenter  of  the  neighhorliood,  gifted  with  extraordinary  natural 
knowledge  of  mechanics.  It  is  he  who  by  his  genius  has  contributed 
greatly  to  the  improvement  of  the  different  mills  of  which  I  have  just 
spoken." 

In  1867  there  was  erected  at  this  place  a  Rne  iron  bridge  at  an  expensa 
of  about  $25,000. 


Taftnlle. 

On  page  621   a  brief  atlusioii  is  made  to  Uie  purchase  of  the  "lower 

privilege  of  the  Occom  Co."  by  the  Messrs.  Tafl  &  Co.  of  Providence. 
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This  privilege  was  surveyed  and  laid  out  into  a  manufacturing  villagei 
and  on  Februarj  26,  1866,  ground  was  broken  for  the  construction  of  a 
dam  and  mill.  The  property  comprises  an  area  of  600  acres,  and  is 
re$;nlarly  laid  out  for  dwelling  houses  and  buildings  for  business  purposes. 
The  dam  has  a  roll  way  of  400  feet  in  length  and  a  fall  of  30  feet.  The 
plan  contemplates  three  separate  buildings  for  factories  of  750  feet  in 
length,  but  as  yet  only  one  building  has  been  completed.  This  building 
is  750  feet  lung,  75  feet  wide,  and  five  storias  high.  It  hns  an  ell  227  by 
61  feet,  and  four  stories  higli.  It  has  7^  acres  of  flooring.  The  capacity 
of  the  mill  is  1500  looms,  employing  1500  operatives,  which  would  rep 
resent  a  population  of  about  3,000  souls. 


Charles  W.  Rockwell,  (see  pjige  629)  after  his  removal  from  Norwich 
engii;;cd  in  business  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  resided  at  Sing  Sing 
on  the  Hudson  river.  There  he  died  on  the  13th  of  December,  1866, 
and  his  remains  were  brought  to  this  city  for  interment 


William  P.  Eaton,  (see  page  637)  who  was,  it  is  safe  to  say,  more 
prominent  in  public  discussions  in  town  and  city  meetings  than  any  other 
citizen  of  Norwich,  died  at  his  residence  on  Broadway  on  the  5th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1867,  aged  72  years.  His  intense  local  pride,  his  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  local  events  and  men,  his  strong  common  sense,  ready  wit  and 
good  command  of  lanj^uage  supplemented  by  a  voice  of  Stentor,  and 
almost  ;^i<;antic  figure,  made  him  a  power  in  town  and  city  meetings  that 
will  give  him  a  traditional  celebrity  long  after  the  events  in  which  he  took 
a  prominent  part  have  ptissed  out  of  the  minds  of  men. 


Gen,    WiUiatn   WUlianis. 

Gen.  William  Williams  (portrait  page  535)  died  at  his  residence  (see 
page  535)  on  the  28th  of  October,  1870,  and  as  a  prominent  citizen  of 
the  town  for  more  than  sixty  years,  we  give  to  him  more  than  a  passing 
notice. 

He  was  the  son  of  William  and  Mercy  (Wheeler)  Williams,  and  was 
born  in  Stonington,  March  12,  1788.  Deprived  by  deatli  in  early  life  of 
maternal  care,  he  was  placed  at  school  in  1798  with  his  broUier  Thomas, 
in  Plainfield,  Conn.  He  remained  in  the  then  famous  Academy  of  that 
town,  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Allen,  two  years.  In  1802,  at 
the  early  ago  of  fourteen,  he  went  to  New  York,  and  became  a  clerk  in 
the  house  of  William  and  Sylvester  Ilobinson,  on  ^  Murray's  Wharf,"  as 


it  wns  then  ctilleil.  Bt  tlio  foot  of  Wall  sli-eet.  lie  lliero  received  a  ■ 
thorough  biisinc^  training,  niid  remiiinuil  willi  Ihu  (Irm  four  or  Hvo  ynjins 
and  afternarils  mnde  onu  or  more  voyages  lo  Liiliriulor  niid  Uorileiiux. 
In  ]  809  he  removed  to  Nurwich,  anil  cominunnRd  business  in  cain|>nny 
with  hia  father  and  the  late  Culvin  GoiWiird,  inidi-r  the  firm  of  Willuun 
"Wllliamg,  Ji%  tic  Co.  Tlieir  principul  business  was  grinding  wheal  and 
corn,  and  Bhipping  the  flour  and  meal  to  the  West  Indie;,  using  Ihe  old 
"Laihrop  Mills,"  at  the  falls.  In  1818  the  same  parties  eXaldishcd  and 
set  in  operation  the  first  coiron  mill  ever  run  in  Norwich,  if  not  in  thu 
county,  under  the  name  of  the  Norwich  FnUa  Co,  This  company  wns 
onforUinate,  like  many  other  pioneers,  and  when  it  waa  reomnnized,  under 
the  title  of  the  Williams'  Maniifaeturiiig  Co.,  General  Williiimg  reliriHl 
from  the  business,  and  tnmed  his  nllenlion  lo  commercial  pursuiLs  which 
were  decidedly  more  congenial  [o  his  bu.siness  tastes.  He  was  engage! 
quite  extensively  about  this  time  in  shipping  the  agrieuliui'nl  pruducts  of 
thia  part  of  the  Slate  to  Souiheru  ports,  and  after  the  iWc  of  ihu  war  lie 
made  several  voyages  to  I.ialmn,  and  entered  largely  into  tlie  iini«)rltttion 
-of  wool.  His  brother,  Hon.  Tlionnis  W.  Williams,  in  Ihu  m(  aiitiiiiu  was 
prosecuting  the  wlinie  fishery  in  New  Ixindon  with  energy  and  fuexeaa, 
and  in  1827,  Gen.  Williams  made  hia  tii'^t  whaling  inveatmunt  in  the  rliiji 
Sloningion.  The  adventure  wa«  successful,  and  in  18211  lio  forntod  n 
partnership  with  the  lalu  C'npl.  Acors  Itarns,  and  commenced  thawliuling 
and  commission  business,  sending  the  Kl>fclrn,  (tlimi  wilhilrawit  fniiu  tliu 
New  York  and  London  piu-kel  line,)  as  llicjr  (li>t  ^hip  lo  the  old  '■  Ilankw." 
June  27,  192!).  This  was  tho  fonndation  of  the  celebnittil  laaisu  of 
Williftms  &  llarns. 

His  son  Thomas  W.  WUIiama,  2d,  who  died  Sept.  12,  1855,  was  intro- 
duced into  the  firm  in  1832.  The  clear  head  and  enterprising  views  of 
the  son,  soon  allowed  the  father  to  leave  the  active  manngomcni  of  (he 
business,  htit  he  retained  his  interest  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  the 
bouse  he  had  establislied  until  the  day  of  his  death. 

Gen.  William))  married  Miss  Harriet  Peck,  May  12, 1812,  and  probably 
few  were  permitted  lo  enjoy  so  many  years  of  happiness  in  the  dearest ' 
ties  of  domestic  life. — Tb  true  that  the  repeated  visits  of  the  angel  of 
death  left  them  childless  for  the  lust  fifteen  years  of  his  life^  but  many 
young  persons  found  a  pleasant  home  beneath  his  roof,  and  the  doors  of 
his  hospitable  mansion  opened  easily  to  the  servants  of  God,  and  friends 
of  humanity  who  sympathized  with  him  in  his  benevolent  works. 

Most  men  grow  old  as  years  increase,  and  spend  much  time  and  breath 
in  describing  the  excellences  of  the  past  generation  and  the  sad  deteri- 
oration of  the  present— Thongli  naturally  of  a  con^ervaiive  disposition, 
with  great  reverence  for  his  ancestors  and  the  principles  of  Uie  pilgrim 
oundera  of  New  England,  yet  Gen.  Williams  cherished  to  a  reniarkablo 
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dcj^roc  a  warm  heart  of  sympathy  with  the  young.  He  chof  o  a  neglected 
field  to  manifest  specially  this  sympathy,  and  one  where  he  was  sure  to 
meet  with  not  a  single  fellow-worker.  In  this  County  there  are  more  than 
two  hundred  District  Schools,  many  of  them  are  on  poor  crossroads,  seldom 
visited  sdvo  hy  the  pupils  and  their  teachers.  The  heart  of  our  deceased 
friend  was  turned  especially  townrds  these  humble  primary  schools  of 
learning,  and  it  is  believed  that  there  is  not  a  single  school-house  in  the 
remotest  corner  of  this  county  which  he  did  not  visit  and  spesik  tp 
teachers  and  pupils  some  kind  words  of  ndvice  ns  to  their  studies  and 
moral  duties,  c^^pecially  sti^xgesting  to  them  the  propriety  of  each  learning 
otie  verse  of  scrijiture  daily.  In  many  of  the  schools  in  our  country 
towns  he  was  an  anniinl  visitor.  He  extended  these  visits  occasionally  to 
the  remote  psirts  of  the  State,  and  many  a  school  among  the  hills  of  ' 
Litchfield  County  has  welcomed  him  beneath  its  humble  roof.  We  may 
safely  sny,  in  this  line  of  benevolence  and  philanthrophy  he  did  a  noble 
work,  which  no  other  man  ever  at  em  pled.  It  is  probable  that  he  was 
ktiown  personally  by  sight  to  more  individuals  than  any  other  man  in 
tin*.  iState.  Nowhere  else  will  the  pleasant  face  and  kind  words  of  Gen. 
Wni.  AViilianis  be  remembered  longer  than  in  the  country  school  houses 
of  New  London  eoinity. 

He  was  long  the  imtiring  and  faithful  friend  of  the  Mohegan  Indians, 
spending  for  many  years  his  Sabbaihs  with  them  and  encouraging  and 
sustaining  thc^  interests  of  relij;ion  and  education  in  their  midst. 

His  large  hearted  benevolence  was  not  limited  to  his  stale  or  country, 
and  every  jiood  work  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow  men,  and  especially  for 
the  operations  of  the  Foreic^n  Mis-ionary  Society  with  which  he  was 
conneete<l,  had  his  warm  sympathy  and  co-operation. 

The  health  of  General  Williams  failed  gradually.  In  the  beautiful 
language  of  inspiration,  **  the  keepers  of  the  hou*e  began  to  tremble,  the 
silver  cord  was  finally  gently  loosed,  and  the  goklen  bowl  broken."  Well 
may  be  said  of  him  as  St.  I'aul  said  of  the  man  alter  God's  own  heart, 
"After  he  had  servul  his  own  generation,  by  the  will  of  Grod,  he  f^^ll  on 
aslci'p." 


The  Norwich  Horse  Kailrond  was  projected  in  18G9,  and  was  finished 
and  the  first  cars  pa-sed  over  it  on  the  Tilli  of  September,  1870,  from 
Bean  Hill  to  Greeneville.  In  1873  it  exchanged  its  horse-power  for 
steam,  on  a  part  of  its  line. 


A  new  iron  bridge  now  spans  the  river  on  the  site  of  the  old  Norwich 
.and    Preston  toll  bridge  (see  p.  349),  which  was  built  during  the  sprinj^ 
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I  Bummer  of  tRTO.  uiid  D[)ened  to  public  tnivel  in  August  of  tliitt  yc-Mv  J 
a  the  most  suliatimtinl  tind  uxpeiuive  bridge  in  tlie  cuunlry. 


T/ie  Xew  Q)UH  Iloutt,  Oily  and  Tuwji  ffulL 

On  the  2ith  of  April,  }»&■'>,  a  lown  meeting  wu*  lidil  to  liisc.iiss  tb« 
ttiibjttct  of  gii'litioiiiii;;  lliu  I,i)gii<iuiui-e  U>  muku  Norwiuli  llie  sole  sliirtt 
town  of  the  counij'.  At  tlii^  tiiime  meeting  a  eommittee  was  aitpoinied  to 
select  a  suitable  site  for  h  new  builUiiig  fur  eoinily  nnil  town  jiiirposea,  to 
take  tl<c  pince  of  the  lion^e  tben  recently  hnrut  (bcg  pngji:  572).  Tli)ft< 
committee  cousisteil  of  John  T.  Witit,  Lorenzo  Bbickgioiie,  James  A. 
Hovey,  James  Lloyd  Greene,  Amoa  W.  Preniicc,  John  W.  ShidmaOt 
John  T.  Brown,  JiTcmiah  IlnL-ey,  Augnstua  Brewster,  H.  II.  Slnrk- 
weatiicr,  and  Henry  Bill.  Sii]>si^c|uent1y  the  town  voted  to  instruct  ihk 
commiilee  not  to  lake  doflniic  aoiiou  uniil  tlie  Logislutui'e  bad  decided 
the  shire  town  que^ion. 

The  action  of  the  Legislatui-e  wHU  ailverae  to  the  pclition  of  the  town, 
and  the  whole  nmtlur  of  u  new  biiihiiiig  v/m  [xisliHtnett  till  the  General 
Assembly  of  1869.  Then  an  act  was  juis^d  giving  the  town  uf  Norwidii 
the  city  of  Norwirb,  and  the  county  uf  New  Loudon,  (xiwer  to  ooiuttine 
for  the  erection  of  a  bnihliiig  fur  town,  city,  anil  uounly  purposes,  witli  no 
other  restriction  ud  to  the  cost  of  the  samn  ex(^ept  llint  the  county  Hlioutd 
not  expend  to  exceed  llui  ^uin  uf  $2U,I)UU,  The  same  aul  Bupu»edi-tl 
town  committee  ii|ii>i>h>teil  to  ."elect  a  :'ilu  for  the  Mime,  by  plachii;  lliftti 
duty  in  the  bands  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Norwich,  the  mayor  of 
the  city  of  Norwich,  and  the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  New 
London. 

Early  in  1870  all  the  partie^i  in  interest  Imving  nsreed  lo  proceeil  with 
the  work,  nnd  fixed  upon  a  site  lor  the  building,  and  phins  for  ibe  same, 
the  work  commenced.  It  was  not  till  the  spring  of  1873  that  any  por- 
tion  of  the  building  was  ready  for  occupancy.  The  first  session  of  the 
superior  court  in  it  was  oiitnetl  on  the  lllh  dity  of  November  of  llint 
year. 

The  building  stands  at  the  junction  of  Broadway  and  Union  streets, 
facing  Ottj  square.  It  is  one  hnndi'cd  nnd  ten  feet  from  front  to  rear,  iiiid 
one  hundred  and  eight  feet  wide.  It  is  three  stories  high  (including  tl>e 
basement,  occupied  by  (he  city  for  police  purposes),  with  a  FittHch  roof. 
The  main  cornice  is  fifly-eight  feet  from  the  ground.  The  tower  riscj 
twenty-nine  feet  from  the  roof.  The  basement  atory  is  of  cut  granite ;  the 
other  stories  are  of  pressed  hrick,  with  granite  trimmings.  The  cornices 
and  tower  are  of  galvanized  iron,  nnd  Ihe  I'oof  is  covered  with  tin.  The 
cellar  is  the  whole  size  of  the  building,  and  contains  the  steam  boilers  for 
'   heating  the  building,  coal  bins,  Sec     The  basement  floor  is  occujiied  by 
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the  cells  for  a  lock  up,  a  police  court  room  (30  by  50),  and  spacioas 
rooms  for  nil  the  ordinary  police  business  of  the  city.  On  the  first  floor 
are  the. offices  of  the  town  clerk  and  other  town  officers,  the  county 
clerk's  office,  the  probate  office,  the  office  of  the  chief  engineer  of  the 
city  fire  department,  the  common  council  chamber  (28  by  45),  and  the 
offices  of  the  mayor,  the  city  clerk  and  water  commissioners.  On  the 
floor  above  are  the  town  hall  (48  by  G2),  in  the  rear,  and  the  court  room 
in  front  (45  by  50),  with  ample  ante  rooms,  library  rooms,  sheriflfs 
office,  &c.  Kach  story  is  supplied  with  water  closets,  fire  proof  vaults  of 
large  dimensions,  extending  from  the  ground,  and  every  convenience  for 
the  accommodation  of  business  and  the  personal  comfort  of  the  occupants 
of  the  building  that  modern  ingenuily  has  devised.  The  tower  contains  a 
clock  with  ilhiminntcd  dials,  which  are  lighted  up  by  night,  and  a  3,000 
pomids  bell,  which  is  used  by  the  clock,  and  also  as  an  alarm  bell. 
Water,  gas  and  heat  are  carried  to  ever}'  room  in  the  building.  The 
interior  finish  is  of  yellow  pine,  chestnut,  and  black  walnut. 

The  plans  of  the  building  were  by  Burdieh  and  Arnold.  Evan 
l^urdieh  superintended  the  woi'k.  Cjiibert  L.  Congdon  executed  the 
wood  work, and  Joseph  If.  Smith  the  masonry.  The  furniture  was  made 
to  ord(!r  by  N.  S.  Gillx^rt  and  Son.  Jn  building  and  furniture  the  edifice 
will  compare  favorably  with  any  public  building  in  tlie  country.  Its 
entire  cost  was  about  $350,000. 


Jedediah  HuiUington, 

Jcdcdiah  Huntington  (see  page  467),  after  a  sudden  and  brief  illness, 
died  at  his  residence  on  Washinj;ton  street,  about  six  o'clock  Saturday 
evening,  ISIarch  23,  1872.  lie  had  been  sufferirjg  nearly  a  week  under 
a  heavy  cold,  but  there  was  no  apprehension  of  immediate  danger  until 
the  morning  of  Friday,  when  his  illness  exhibited  symptoms  which  indi- 
cated to  the  members  of  his  family  and  to  his  physician  that  he  would 
probably  sink  under  the  disease. 

1^1  r.  llimtingt(m  was  born  in  Norwich  on  the  13lh  of  September,  1791. 
He  was  the  youn;zest  son  of  Levi  Huntington,  also  a  native  of  our  town 
who  was  a  leading  merchant  here  for  many  years,  and  who  is  spoken  of 
hi  the  annals  of  that  time  as  *'  one  of  the  most  active  and  successful  of 
the  enterprising  men  of  Norwich,  during  the  period  following  the 
Revolution." 

From  the  early  j)art  of  this  century  until  the  close  of  our  second  war 
with  Kngland,  he  resi<led  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  with  his  broth er-in  law,  Guil- 
fonl  Young,  lie  then  returned  to  Norwich  and  embarked  in  business 
in  the  stores  that  occupied  the  site  of  the  present  freight  depot  of  the 
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Norwich  &  Worcester  Railroad  Company,  and  remained  there  alone  or 
in  company  with  his  nephew,  the  late  John  6.  Huntington,  until  he 
entirely  retired  from  buhiness  in  1836.  In  all  his  business  enterprises  he 
was  eminently  successful;  and  this  success  may  well  bo  attributed  not  only 
to  his  energy,  enterprise,  and  constant  devotion  to  his  business  piursuits, 
but  to  the  enviable  reputation  that  he  enjoyed  for  his  unbending  integrity. 

In  June,  1819,  Mr.  Huntington  married  Eliza,  youngest  daughter  of 
the  late  Judge  Marvin  Wait,  of  New  London.  She  was  a  lady  with  a 
warm  heart  and  an  open  hand,  and  the  poor  and  the  afflicted  were  ever 
drawn  (ownrd  her  by  her  deep  and  tender  sympathy  for  them.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Huntington  lived  together  more  than  fifty  years,  she  dying  in  March, 
1871.     They  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  in  June,  1869. 

Mr.  Huntington  has  made  a  deep  and  lasting  impression  upon  the 
regard  of  our  communit)',  by  the  liberality  which  he  has  exhibited  in  his 
large  and  frequent  donations  to  religious  and  benevolent  objects,  princi- 
pally connected  with  the  church  to  which  he  was  attached. 

By  his  last  will  and  testament,  he  gave  the  beautiful  place,  which  was 
the  residence  of  himself  and  wife  for  nearly  forty  years,  as  a  home  for 
indigent  females,  and  appropriated  $35,000  as  a  fund  for  its  sup|X)rl.  It 
is  called  the  *'  Eliza  Huntington  Memorial  Home,"  as  a  tribute  to  his 
wife,  who,  during  her  last  illness,  expressed  an  earnest  desire  that  a  por- 
tion of  his  estate,  which  she  would  have  received  had  she  survived  him, 
should  be  appropriated  to  fotnid  such  an  institution. 

This  noble  charity  is  now  in  sn<cessful  o|MM*alii)n,  according  to  the 
designs  of  its  founder.  Thii  directors  and  managers  at  Iho  [)rcs«Mil  time 
(November,  1873),  are  John  T.  Wait,  Jainos  A.  Ilovtiy,  Jedcdiah 
ftuntingion.  Rev.  John  15inney,  Rov.  W.  W.  Silvester,  Samuel  C. 
Morgan,  Lafayette  S.  Foster,  Jeremiah  Halsey,  Henry  Bill,  Rev.  Norris 
G.  Li[)pilt. 


First  Congregational  Church — Resignation  of  Rev.  Dr.  Arms, 

The  fullowini;  extracts  from  th«^  records  of  the  First  Coimreirational 
Church  of  this  town  give  an  acconnt  of  one  of  the  most  interesting  events 
connected  with  its  history  : 

"  At  a  meeting  of  llui  church,  regularly  called  in  the  chapel,  January  20^ 
1873,  the  |)astor  presented  the  following  communication,  addressed  to  the 
First  Congregational  Church  and  Ecclesiastical  Society  of  Norwich  : 

^' Brictiiiikn  and  Fkiknds — In  pursuance  of  a  purpose  some  time 
since  intimated  to  you  verbally,  I  Hereby  tender  to  you  in  form  the 
resignation  of  the  active  services   and  responsibilities  of  my  pastorate, 
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■ 

together  with  the  salary  which  jou  have  hitherto  allowed  me,  to  take 
effect  on  the  settlement  of  another  pastor. 

"  I  am  moved  to  this  simply  by  considerations  affecting  your  welfare  ; 
for  though,  in  the  kind  providence  of  God,  I  have  all  the  vigor  of  body 
and  of  mind  which  could  reasonably  be  expected  at  seventy-four  years  of 
age,  yet  I  am  fully  conscious  that  I  am  no  longer  able  to  perform  all  the 
ministerial  l.ibor  which  the  prosperity  of  the  parish  demands. 

''  Should  you  accede  to  my  wishes  in  this  respect,  it  is  my  design  still  to 
remain  among  you,  if  you  wish  it,  in  the  relation  of  pcutor  emeritus^  or  if 
you  prefer  it,  I  will  demit  the  office  as  well  as  the  duties  of  my  pastorate. 

"  Whatever  my  nominal  relation  to  you  may  be,  you  will  ever  •*  be  in 
my  heart,  to  die  and  live  with  you." 

"  Truly  and  affectionately  yours, 

«H.  P.  ARMS. 

"  Norwich,  January  20,  1873."  » 

"  The  al)ove  communication  was  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  standing 
committee  of  the  church. 

"Resolutions  were  offered  by  the  standing  committee  in  response  to  the 
communication  of  the  pastor,  and  action  on  them  postponed  till  the 
regular  meeting  of  the  church  on  the  first  Thursday  in  February,  at 
half-past  seven  o'clock,  P.  M. — Adjourned. 

February  6,  73. — At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  church,  the 
resolutions  presented  by  the  standing  committee  at  the  last  meeting  were 
called  up,  and  adopted  as  follows  : 

"Whereas  Jliram  P.  Anns,  D.  D.,  afler  thirty-seven  years  of  faithful 
and  acceptable  services  as  pastor  of  this  church,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  ycai*s,  has  tendered  his  resignation,  and  expressed  his  desire  to  retire 
from  the  active  and  responsible  duties  of  such  pastorate. 

"Therefore,  resolved — ^That  we  accept  the  same  in  manner  and  form  as 
expressed  in  his  letter  of  resignation,  to  take  effect  upon  the  settlement  of 
another  pastor. 

"  And,  whereas,  as  a  testimony  of  their  appreciation  of  the  fidelity  and 
wisdom  evinced  by  Dr.  Arms  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office 
for  all  those  years,  and  the  abundant  and  beneficent  results  of  his  ministry, 
his  parishioners  and  friends  have  subscribed  six  thousand  dollars  to  pur- 
chase him  an  antmity,  which  annuity,  it  is  expected,  will  be  made  avail- 
able in  the  early  part  of  February.     [The  annuity  yields  $1,200.] 

"Therefore,  resolved — ^That  we  concur  in  the  action  of  the  First 
Ecclesiastical  Society,  by  which  his  salary  is  continued  until  such  annuity 
is  purchased. 

"  Resolved — ^That  wo  continue  to  entertain  a  very  great  respect  and 
affection  for  Dr.  Arms,  and  shall  accompany  him  in  his  retirement  with 

46 
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our  beet  nialioa  and  earnest  prayera  for  Gwl'a  ble.-'Hirii;  upon  him  nml  \iU 
bousebold. 

"  IleBolved — Tlint  \t  is  a  matter  of  sincere  rcjoic:ing  lo  iis  nil  llnil  oiio 
who  Irnit  ao  long  gone  in  rtiiii  out  before  us,  bruaking  tlie  Itrtiid  of  Lifu, 
has  it  ill  bis  heart  to  live  mid  dio  wiih  us,  hohling  to  this  cliurcb  ilie 
relation  ot  pastor  emeri'liis." 

On  the  20th  of  Februnry,  1873.  the  Rev.  William  C.  Scofiold  vm 
inatalled  pastor. 

Mr.  Scofield  was  born  at  Chester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  1,  182C ;  gmdualed 
at  Hamilton  College  in  1847  ;  was  onlained  [ja'ior  of  the  Seroiid  Congre- 
gational Cburcb  in  Danbury,  Connecticut,  in  ltt52.  He  has  minisieretl 
for  longer  or  shorter  periods  in  Daiibury,  SlJlford,  Jnnesville,  Wis., 
Ottowa,  1\U  Newark,  N.  J.,  La  Porte.  Ind.,  and  Fredonia,  N.  Y. 


On  Tuesday,  May  17,  1870,  Mrs.  Itedlnta  Preeinaii,A  colored  wonuii, 
died  in  Norwk-ii  town,  ugnd  lUG  years  luid  G  nioiilhs,  |iruhtddy  the  uldusl 
person  that  ever  lived  iu  thi:  town.  She  waa  burn  in  Soutliold,  L.  I., 
but  was  brought  to  New  Tendon  when  a  child,  and  was  in  tlint  placu 
when  it  was  destroyed  by  Benedict  Arnold.  At  the  time  of  her  deuib 
she  bad  resided  in  Norwich  about  thirty-four  years. 


Jiev.  D.  N.  Jknlley. 

One  of  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  Norwich  nt  the  present  time  (1678)  is 
BflT.  D.  N,  Bentley  (see  page  602),  who  ia  appiireiiily  as  vigorous, 
mentally  and  bodily,  as  he  was  twenly-five  yeard  ago.  A  brief  auto- 
biography of  this  remarkable  man  will  be,  perhaps,  mure  interesting  tlinn 
anything  that  can  be  written  of  him  by  another : 

Nnitwtcii,  January  ISlh,  1873. 
H.  P.  Havens,  Bsq. 

Dear  Siii — I  was  bom  in  the  year  1785,  and  was  early  impressed 
with  the  principles  of  the  Ciitistian  religion.  In  boyhood  I  embraced 
its  saving  influences,  and  joined  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  the  year  1 800,  and 
very  soon  commenced  holding  public  religious  meetings  by  approbation 
of  the  church  officials,  and  in  1804  wus  recognized  a  local  preacher  in  the 
M.  £.  Church.  I  was  couseerutcd  lo  administer  t)ie  onliiiauces  of  the 
church  in  1818. 

"  I  have  a'lministered  the  ordinance  of  baptism  to  more  than  four 
hundred  persons — the  greatest  nuinher  of  whom  by  the  most  uommon 
mode  of  immersion — by  dipping  or  plunging  the  candidate  baoJcwards 
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under  the  water.  Others  equally  sincere  and  conscientious  were  better 
satisfied  by  being  plunged  face  foremost  under  water;  and  some  others, 
truly  pious  persons,  to  satisfy  their  conscience  cho^e  to  kneel  in  the 
water  while  the  administrator  poured  the  water  from  a  pitcher  on  the 
head  of  the  cantlidatc.  Still  some  other  candidate,  which  preferred  to 
kneel  beside  the  river  or  stream,  and  have  the  administrator  take  the 
vfnU^r  with  his  hands  and  sprinkln  it  upon  him ;  while  many  others 
chose  to  receive  (he  ordinance  kneeling  at  the  allar  in  the  house  of 
(lod.  And  besides  all  these  dinTering  niodts,  I  have  performed  this 
solemn  Scriptural  ordinance  for  candidates  on  a  sick  and  dying' bed. 
After  ull,  "  Ihiptisni  is  not  the  piUttuf/  away  of  the  filth  of  t/te  fleshy  but 
the  answering  of  a  good  conscience  towards  God" 

I  have  attended  as  olficiating  minister  at  nearly  2,300  funeral*,  and  at 
many  of  tlujm  1  have  been  requfrcd  to  preach  a  sermon  adapted  to  the 
occasion  and  circumstances  of  the  deceased:  committing  their  mortal 
remains  to  the  ground;  "Earth  to  earth,  ashes  to  ashes,  and  dust  to  dust; 
looking  unto  the  general  resurrection  on  the  last  day,  and  the  life  of  the 
worhl  to  come,  through  our  Loi*d  Jesus  Christ." 

Many  funeral  services  included  in  the  number  2,300  wsre  performed  in 
other  towns  besid(»s  Norwich,  viz. :  Preston,  Griswold,  North  Stonington, 
Volnntown,  Lisbon,  Franklin,  Windham,  Bozrah,  Lebanon,  Colchester, 
M(mtville,  Salem,  Waterford,  East  Lyme,  New  London,  Groton,  Mystic, 
Lcdyard,  and  others. 

I  have  preached — including  funeral  discourses — not  far  from  seven 
hundred  sermons,  all  of  which  services  have  been  performed  gratuitously; 
not  one  dollnr  by  way  of  nununcMalion  have  I  received  beyond  my  travel- 
ling expcMsaH.  I  set  out  on  the  principle  of  preaching  a  free  Gospel,  and 
so  far  as  my  labors  have  been  performed,  the  i>riuciple  has  been 
susbiined. 

I  have  already  passed  my  eighty-eighth  summer,  and  still  acknowledge 
myself  the  poor  man's  minister.  I  have  attended  a  regular  service  at 
our  alms-house  every  third  week  for  over  sixty  years,  with  very  few 
exceptions. 

The  foregoing  incidents  of  Chnstian  labor  have  been  hastily  sketched, 
and  are  now  submitted  to  your  disposal,  to  use  wholly  or  in  part,  or  no 
part  of  them,  as  shall  meet  your  pleasure,  and  I  shall  be  satisfied. 
IJelieve  me,  most  sincerely. 

Your  friend  and  brother  in  cause  of  Jesus, 

D.  N.  BENTLEY. 


In  addition   to  the  members  of  congress,  residents  of  Norwich  (see 
paoe  031),  may  now    bo  adtled   Henry  H.  Starkweather,  a  Dative  of 
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Preston,  but  a  resident  of  Norwicli  from  boyliood.     lie  has  been  elected 
to  each  saocessive  congress  since  1867. 


Savingi  Banks  and  Insurance  Companies, 

On  page  659  two  fire  insurance  compHnies  are  mentioned,  which  have 
since  been  discontinued,  viz.,  the  Norwich  Fire  Insurance  Company  and 
the  Thames  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

The  amount  deposited  in  the  Norwich  ^Savings  Society  in  1873  is 
upwards  of  $7,000,000,  and  in  the  Chclseti,  $2,600,000.  The  Dime 
Savings  Bank  was  chartered  in  1869,  and  has  now  (December,  1873,)  a 
deposit  of  $780,000. 


The  '^Aurora"  (see  page  583),  passed  in  January,  1867,  into  the 
possession  of  the  Norwich  Printing  Company,  who  immediately  e.stab- 
lished  a  daily  paper,  under  the  title  of  the  ^  Norwich  Daily  Advertiser," 
which  has  since  been  continued. 


Mayors  of  the  ^ty. 

To  the  list  of  mayors  (see  page  630),  may  be  added — 

21.  Lorenzo  Bluckstone,  1866  to  1870. 

22.  James  A.  Ilovuy,  1870  to  1871. 
28.  James  Lloyd  Greene,  btill  in  ollice. 


Presidential  ElectorSy  Natives  or  Residents  of  Norwich  {see  j)age  G31). 

John  T.  Wait,  18G4;  Abrnliam  Lincoln,  re-elecled ;  opposition  candi- 
date, George  B.  M'Clellan, 

Henry  Bill,  18G8  ;  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  elected;  opposition  candidate, 
Horatio  Seymour. 

Henry  P.  Haven,  1872;  Ulysses  S.  Grant  re-elected;  op[)osition  can- 
didate, Horace  Greeley. 


The  Mason  Monument, 

On  page  689  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  protest  against  placing  the 
Mason  Monument  on  the  spot  where  the  corner  stone  was  laid  in  1859. 
That  this  protest  .was  heeded  will  be  seen  by  the  following  account  of  the 
subsequent  action  of  the  gentlemen  having  this  monument  in  charge  : 
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At  the  ninth  formal  meetnig  of  the  committee  of  arrangements  for  tlie 
celebration  of  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  the 
town  of  Norwich,  it  was,  on  motion  of  John  A.  Rockwell, 

Voted — That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  asuitsible  monument  to  the  memory  of  Major  John 
Mason. 

And  on  motion  of  John  T.  Wait  it  was  also 

Voted — ^That  Messrs.  John  A.  Rockwell,  Jcdediah  Huntington,  and 
Gardiner  Greene  be  appointed  a  committee  to  expand  the  money  appro- 
•  priatcd  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  Major  Ma^on,  to  determine  the 
site  of  the  same,  and  fix  upon  the  inscription  which  shall  be  placed 
thereon,  and  to  do  all  things  proper  and  nccesr^ary  in  the  erection  of  said 
monuniont. 

John  T.  Wait,  lliram  P.  Arms  and  L.  F.  S.  Foster  were  subsequently 
added  to  this  committee. 

The  three  hundred  dollars  thus  appropriated  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  committee,  and  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
committee  of  arrangements,  held  November  5th,  1859,  there  was  found 
to  be  in  (ho  linnds  of  the  trcasunM*,  after  the  payment  of  all  the  expenses, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents 
($1 6^1.3  ]),  which  it  was  voted  should  be  placed  on  deposit  in  the  Nor- 
wich S.avings  Socicly  to  the  credit  of  Arthur  F.  Gilman,  treasurer  of  the 
aforesaid  committee ;  and  on  the  Gth  of  May,  1869,  the  Hon.  Erastus 
Corning  of  Albany,  a  native  of  Norwich,  contributed  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  dollars,  which  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  same  committee. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1859,  a  meeting  was  held  of  the  committee 
of  arrangement  for  the  bi-ccntcnnial  ball,  when  it  was  found  that  after 
paying  all  ex[)enscs  the  sum  of  two  bundred  and  thirteen  dollars  and 
sixty  cents  ($213.60)  was  in  the  hand.^  of  the  treasurer  of  said  com- 
mittee, which  was  appropriated  for  the  purf)ose  of  erecting  a  monament 
to  Major  John  Mason,  and  other  early  settlers  of  the  town,  and  which 
was  also  deposited  in  the  Norwich  Savings  Society  to  the  credit  of  James 
M.  Meecli,  treasurer  of  paid  committee,  and  a  committee  consisting  of 
James  II.  Hyde,  John  L.  Devotion,  Charles  A.  Converse,  and  James  M. 
Mecch  were  appointed  to  act  with  tlie  other  committee  in  appropriating 
the  money  for  that  purpose. 

Nothing  was  done  towards  carrying  out  the  object  contemplated  in  the 
doings  of  the  two  committees,  until  January,  1871,  when  John  T.  Wait, 
James  M.  Meech,  and  John  L.  Devotion  were  appointed  to  contract  for 
and  superintend  the  erection  of  such  a  monument  as  they  should  deem 
proper.  They  accordingly  contracted  with  A.  B.  Young  to  erect  said 
monument  at  a  cost  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($650),  on  land  of 
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Lyman  W.  Lee,  adjacent  to  the  old  burying  ground,  on  the  street  leading 
from  Norwich  Town  to  Bean  Mill,  with  the  following  inscriptions: 

At  the  base  oF  the  monument  is  cut  llio  name  Mason,  and  on  the  tablet 
in  the  centre,  following  Mason's  full  name  and  title,  are  these : 

Kov'.  Jiimcs  Fitch,  John  IVnso,  Jolin  Tracy,  John  Baldwin.  Junutluin  Roycc,  John 
Post,  Thonius  Bingham,  Thomas  Wutcrnmn,  and  Uoliurt  Allen. 

On  the  western  base  is  the  following  inscription : 

Major  John  Mason,  bom  in  England,  died  in  Norwich,  January  SOth,  1C72,  aged  73. 

Above  this  is  a  tablet  bearing  the  names  of 

Sergeant  Thomas  Lcflingwcll,  liichard  Wallis,  Thomas  Adgate,  John  Ohnstcad* 
Stephen  B:ickus,  'J'homos  Bliss,  John  Kcynolds,  Josiali  Kccd,  Kichard  llendys,  and 
Christopher  Huntington. 

On  the  north  face  are  the  names  of 

Ensign  William  Backus,  Francis  Griswold,  Nch.  Smith,  Thomas  Howard,  John 
Calkins,  Richard  £dgcrton,  Thomas  Post,  and  John  Gager. 

Xhe  southern  face  bears  the  ibllowing : 

,  Samuel  Hide,  William  Hide,  Lieut.  Thomas  Tracy,  Morgan  Bowers,  Robert  Wade, 
John  Birchard,  Simon  Huntini^ton,  Stepliun  Gilford,  and  John  Bradford. 

The  balance  of  the  fund — amounting  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifly 
dollai*8 — at  their  di.^pos^al,  the  committee  thought  best  to  reserve  for  the 
'  purpose  of  keeping  the  monument  in  repair,  and  erecting  in  1959  a  larger 
and  more  imposing  monument  on  the  Gretm  at  Norwich  Town.  With 
this  object  in  view  the  following  petition  was  presented  to  the  General 
Assembly  at  its  May  session,  1871 : 

ih  the  Honorable  General  Assembly  of  iJte  State  of  CoiiuecticiU^  next  to  be 
holden  at  Hartford^  in  said  stute^  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  Mat/,  A,  /)., 
1871. 

The  petition  of  the  undorsi«^iie(l  ciiizirns  of  Norwich  would  respootfully 
repre^ent,  that  at  the  bicent(.*nnial  celebratiou  of  the  settk-nient  of  the 
town,  held  in  the  year  ISoi),  certain  buins  of  money  were  collected  and 
appropriated  by  the  members  of  the  clilferent  conimitlees  having  llie  same 
in  charge,  to  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  tlie  memory  of  Major  tlohn 
Mason  and  the  other  original  settlers  of  the  town. 

That  the  njinaining  nienihers  o(  the  said  coiiuniltees  within  the  [uust 
year  have  caused  to  he  executed  an  expensive  granite  morniment,  on 
which  are  inscribed  the  names  of  said  Mason  and  said  original  settlers, 
and  have  had  the  same  placed  in  the  ancient  cemetery,  where  the 
remains  of  said  Mason  and  said  settlers  are  iiiterrcd. 

Your  petitioners  would  respectfully  ask  that  your  honorable  body 
would  pass  an  act  incor[)orating  the  nicndjcrs  of  said  committee  who  still 
survive,  with  such  other  persons  as  they  may  ai-sociate  with  them,  who 
shall  have  perpetual  succession,  and  thus  be  enjibled  to  lake  charge  of 
certain  funds  remaining  on  hand  after  the  completion  of  such  monument, 
and  also  to  watch  over  and  keep  sai<l  monument  in  proper  repair  and 
preservation. 
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Dated  at  Norwich  this  first  d«ay  of  May,  A.  D.  1871. 

II.  P.  Arms,  Jedediuh  IIuntin<;ton,  John  T.  Wait,  John  L.  Devotioni 
J.  M.  Mecch,  Charles  A.  Convei-se. 

Upon  the  foregoing  petition  the  General  Assembly  passed  an  act 
incor|)orating  a  company  in  accordance  wiih  the  petition. 

A  meeting  of  the  corporator.^  wa-j  held  on  the  23d  day  of  Septembefi 
1871,  and  the  following  ofTicers  elected: — President,  Hiram  P.  Arms. 
Sccrefary,  John  L.  Devotion.  Treasurer,  John  T.  Wait.  Directors, 
Jodedinh  IIimtin$;ron,  L.  F.  S.  Foster,  *James  M.  IVieech,  Charles  A. 
Convei*Me,  J()hn  Dnnham,  William  A.  Buckingham,  William  L.  Brewer, 
AnioH  W.  Prentice,  James  S.  Carew,  James  Lloyd  Greene,  Lorenzo 
Blarkslone,  James  A.  Ilovey. 

The  site  on  which  the  monument  stands  has  hoen  purchased,  and  the 
fund  di*posited  to  ihe  credit  of  the  a^^soeiation  in  the  Norwich  Savings 
Society  now  (l)ecemb<»r,  1873,)  amounts  to  over  two  hundred  dollars. 
If  (iiU'efully  preserved,  and  the  interest  compounlod  semi-annually,  it  will 
amount  to  a  very  largo  sum  in  lOiVJ. 


The  following  notes  and  ])oems  found  among  the  papers  of  Miss 
Caulkins  furnish  a  litting  conclusion  to  this  history  of  the  Mason 
Monument : 

Captiin  Jolin  Mason  wjus  one  of  the  boldest  champions  of  New  Eng- 
land, the  conqueror  of  the  Pequots  and  the  preserver  of  the  infant 
colony  of  Connecticut,  lie  bore  a  large  share  in  the  hardships  and 
dang«»rs  of  the  first  settlement  of  Connecticut ;  fought  desperately  in  her 
first  Indian  wars,  and  assisted  in  her  earliest  councils.  lie  sustained 
also  for  eighteen  years  the  olRce  of  magistrate,  and  for  ten  years  that  of 
deputy-governor  of  the  colony. 

Of  the  settlement  of  Norwich  he  was  one  of  the  lirst  movers,  and  may 
justly  be  considered  the  chief  founder  of  the  town.  The  bust  twelve  years 
of  his  life  were  passed  in  the  hifant  plantation,  and  here  his  death  took 
place  January  30,  1 672. 

Ace^)rding  to  tradition  Captain  Mason  was  interred  upon  an  undulating 
hill  side,  near  the  Yantic,  in  a  spot  ro^icrvcd  by  the  first  settlers  for  a 
common  j)lace  of  sepulture.  Undoubtedly  the  greater  part  of  the  first 
proprietors  and  inhabitants  of  Norwich  repose  in  the  same  ground.  But 
they  had  no  inscribed  stones ;  the  hillocks  are  worn  away,  and  it  is  long 
since  the  grave  9f  even  a  singb5  uidividual  coidd  be  discriminated.  The 
particular  si>ot  where  Mason  was  laid  ciinnot  be  ascertained  The  whole 
area,  however,  covered  by  the  graves,  was  but  eight  or  ten  rods  square, 
and  within  that  space  was  the  sepulchre  of  the  hero. 
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Wtlh  to  many  olaiini  lo  Ilie  grati[u'1e  anO  ailminition  of  \ih 
men,  U  U  Bur|>ri-lii);  tliHt  Cii|itiiiii  Miison  sliuiili)  liavc  Iiiin  eo  h 
uuDoticrd  grave.  Por  187  yean  lie  tiai  rujiojed  in  tliu  very  cen 
exploits,  without  a  sLone,  or  even  a  hillock  of  turf  to  mark  the 

ON  LAYING  THE  CORNER  STONE 

MONUMENT  TO  THE  MEMORY  OF  CAPTAIN  JOHN 
0»  CoKNEcrriQur,  Sii-ciiMniiN  T,  18SU. 

V  When  Clirislian  palrioU  lUc,  or  lHjnH«.lirKva, 
LaiDcuting  liom  ihoulil  l>«ir  ihoin  in  ilio  grava. 
Tho  loiiilGst  irnmp.  the  ilocpcM  wul)  tif  woo, 
Tho  grand  ranjelUc  psiiloi  ttn»inil  aJwiiltl  fluw, 
Till  ^10  wiillioil  aliailu  vrilli  nil  il>  liunon  riw, 
Borno  uti  by  iwulllni;  Toieei  Ui  Iho  akioi. 

No  ^neroa*  pomp  like  thil,  no  rcquiam  huU, 
Bravo  Miuon  livra  ttij'  country'*  liutun;;a  loUI. 
Nil  patrkit  In  thy  turf  Lii  oliiljrcn  lunil* ; 
Nu  itriplinK'i  bosum  kiu'lliii  iit  thy  duul*  ; 
Thoii(;h  itripiiol  of  iKcidouu  luul  wdj-hul  with  Uivc, 
Oar  luur  vctaruni  would  but  womca  t» ; 
Anil  fTDin  tho  bold  advonturra  ol  itihio  unn, 
Clnunploui  mlgiit  aliriuk  and  herot*  Ibol  Mnmi. 

In  every  t;laim  timl  lircnkit  ihnM  ilnrLunml  yean. 
Fierce  as  n  rusliiu^  nind  lliy  form  n]>|>eiin. 
Our  fiincy  iilu|Ka  iJica  girt  willi  uiartiiil  jirulu ; 
Two  phantoms,  War  and  DeaUi,  are  at  thy  stilo. 
A  falcliion  hero,  and  there  a  hloiintr  brand. 
For  flight  or  flaine,  illiimo  thy  lifliil  lianiL 
Now  thruii;;h  Ihu  ilci-|icnini,'  vrooils  wo  ho  tbeo  go 
In  liciit  nnJ  hiulD  to  give  tlie  Kiial  bluw. 
Hot  H»  a  wolf,  impatiaiil  to  ungiige. 
Thy  very  brunlh  scema  nxl  with  inaninl  rage: 
TliDUgli  tniinul  niono  for  wiir  and  warlika  hunt. 
Stem  SiiUHcus  ilccline*  10  meet  ihy  front, 
And  acekn,  but  seeks  in  viin,  tlie  hlnck  retreat 
Of  pAtliloii  funs  to  bido  bi«  flyinj;  feet. 

Fienw  nan  llio  (trifc,  and  Icrrihlo  tho  flame, 
Tliat  svrcpt  from  earth  a  people  and  a  niuiie. 
Nor  was  the  raviige  of  thinu  arm  reatraincd. 
While  furt,  or  lent,  or  iheuf  ufvorn  remnincd. 

Captain,  wo  honor  tbeo,  and  lo  Ihy  eravo 
We  brinK  sueh  oOcrin);!  lu  may  suit  ihe  hruTO ; 
Though  ill  wo  cikn  excuse  aocli  barburous  wan. 
Or  fix  the  doubtful  juntico  of  thy  cauao; 


ire  of  Ilia 
luilluwei! 


lASON,  I 
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Or  land  the  Christian  fury  that  rnshed  forth 

To  sweep  barbarian  fury  from  the  earth. 

Yet  thou  with  heartfelt  awe  didst  worship  God, 

And  duty  seemed  to  summon  where  you  trod. 

Thy  mother  bore  thee  to  preserve  a  state, 

And  early  danger  called  thee  to  be  great ; 

But  Faithf  the  prompter,  faith  the  pole  star  bright, 

Allured  thee  hero  nnd  armed  tlioo  for  the  fight. 

Faith  sent  tlicc  forth  amid  the  unchristinucd  wood, 

And  filled  thy  liounding  henrt  with  lion's  blood. 

Thee,  ihcw  wc  own,  Deliverer  of  the  land. 

The  stern  Avenger  of  a  Ircnibling  band. 

Nor  shall  a  hero's  dust  unhonored  lie, 
Nor  dusty  records  veil  his  actions  high  ; 
The  sunlight  falls  at  Inst  upon  thy  name ; 
Time  gives  a  fresh-born  lustre  to  thy  fame. 
Thy  glory  brightens,  breaks  from  clouds  away, 
And  like  the  earth  rolls  o'er  to  meet  the  day. 

We  conic,  though  late,  on  this  fair  spot  to  raise 
A  heap  of  witness  and  a  scroll  of  praise. 
Tby  slunilicring  relics  in  the  wind  and  rain, 
Watched  only  by  the  nugelH,  lon;j  Imve  lain ; 
'J'liis  earth  that  once  with  criniMon  life  was  warm, 
Tbese  hnllowcd  cnilM'r.««  of  a  pilgrim  form, 
The  dust  that  in  a  hero's  visage  shone, 
Shnll  rest  no  longer  under  sods  unknown; 
But  lettered  stone,  and  lofty  shaft  disclose. 
The  place  made  sacred  by  tby  long  repose. 

'J'o  thee  we  consecrate  ibis  breezy  height. 
And  charm  the  scene  to  keep  thy  glory  bright. 
We  plant  tliis  stone  devoted  to  tby  name ; 
We  charge  the  winds  to  breathe  around  thy  fame; 
The  cliffs,  the  echoes  shall  the  notes  prolong, 
The  flowing  Yantie  mingle  in  the  song. 
Hark  !  how  the  air  resounds,  the  river  strays 
Harmonious  to  the  music  of  thy  praise. 

A  life  so  grand,  a  hero  so  renowned, 
Heroic  makes  the  bills  and  streams  around  ; 
Lights  up  the  crags,  makes  rudest  nature  fair. 
And  fans  the  trees  with  more  than  common  air. 

r.  M.   C 


MASON'S  GRAVE. 


[These  lines  were  written  many  years  since  on  visiting  the  most  ancient  burial- 
place  in  Norwich,  the  Gager  Grave  Yard,  where  Major  Mason  was  buried.] 

Fired  by  the  legends  wild  that  hero  they  tell 
Of  liobl  mlventnros  that  our  sires  befel, 

47     ^ 
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Of  groat  mon  lowly  and  of  old  men  brave, 
I  come  to  seek  the  gallant  Mason's  grave. 
Tell  me,  O  marmuring  Yantic,  where  they  laid 
The  wearied  hero,  and  the  last  rites  paid ! 
Tradition's  finger,  sole  and  solemn  guide, 
Still  beckons  onward  to  the  rough  hill-side. 
And  sadly  whispers, — **  Here  the  warrior  lies ; 
Here  rests  the  leader  bold,  the  statesman  wise ; 
His  work  all  done,  beside  the  rivor's  flow, 
Whose  music  ho  had  loved,  they  laid  him  low. 
Peaceful  he  sloops,  and  in  their  chnml)or  nigh, 
The  relics  of  his  bold  compatriots  lie." 

Is  this  the  spot,  neglected  and  unti*od. 
With  brambles  wild,  devouring  all  the  sod? 
This  rugged  field  the  city  of  the  dead  ? 
These  weeds  the  garland  of  our  hero's  bed  ? 
No  column  here  is  raised,  no  hillock  green, 
[  No  grove  with  friendly  shade  embowers  the  scene ; 

The  sunken  pits  and  weedy  furrows  round, 
Alone  proclaim  where  sacred  dust  is  found ; 
And  ofl  the  mower  comes  with  earnest  toil 
To  wrest  the  lingering  verdure  from  the  soil.* 
Indignant  stream !  well  may'st  thou  murmuring  fly 
While  thus  dishonored  there  brave  relics  lie. 
Shame  on  thee,  Country  I — blotting  from  thy  heart 
The  sturdy  bands  tlmt  made  thee  what  thou  art  I 
Who  such  a  land  would  crown  with  cliaplcts  brave. 
Would  toil  to  serve,  or  freely  die  to  save  i 
A  land  that  <^ru(Iges  to  tlic  hero's  nuinc 
The  cheap  reward  of  moiiuincntul  fame, 
And  garners  with  a  miser's  sordid  lust 
Tlic  wisp  of  grass  that  rises  from  his  dust. 

Yet  no  wreathed  urn,  no  classic  statue  here, 
To  thee,  great  Captain  !  should  our  homage  rear. 
Be  all  thine  emblems  ns  thino  actions  great, 
And  suited  bu  thine  honors  to  tliy  state. 
High  on  the  hill,  an  index  to  the  skies, 
A  pyramid  of  native  rock  should  rise ; 
Rough  on  its  side  with  features  fierce  and  free, 
Should  some  l>old  carver  seek  to  chisel  thee  ; 
Half  English,  and  half  Native  shouldst  thou  stand, 
Sword  by  thy  side  and  war-club  in  thy  hand ; 
Benciith,  down  trodden  in  the  yielding  stone, 
The  savage  Pequot  lying  grim  and  prone — 
While  mountain  oaks,  by  winds  and  storms  embrowned, 
Should  stand  in  sUite,  like  giant  guards  around. 


F.  M.  C. 


*  This  was  a  faithful  descriptioa  of  tho  place  at  that  day.  It  may  b«  interesting  to  recall  it,  now 
that  the  whole  scene  is  soon  to  be  changed  by  tho  erection  of  a  monument  on  the  spot  to  the  nieuiory 
of  the  renowned  Conqueror  of  the  Pequots.  A  venerable  i^ntleman,  then  living  in  the  neighborhood, 
>tated  to  tlio  writer  that  he  belioTcd  the  lost  person  interred  in  this  ancient  Cemetery,  was  one  of  tlu* 
Mobegan  tril>e  who  diud  suddenly  in  tho  yicinity  during  the  KoTolutionary  War. 
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The  Old  Burying  Ground  at  Norwich  Town. 

In  the  year  1859  a  committoe,  consisting  of  John  T.  Wait,  Peter 
Lanmaii,  Wolcott  Huntington,  and  Rev.  H.  P.  Arms,  waA  appointed  to 
collect  the  funds  necessary  to  repair  the  old  burying  ground  at  Norwich 
town.  In  this  old  ground  are  the  remains  of  the  Huntingtons,  the 
Traceys,  the  Lathrops,  the  Coits,  the  Strongs,  the  Backuses,  the  Nevinses, 
and  many  others  who  are  prominent  in  the  history  of  the  town.  The 
committee  was  pledged  the  sum  of  $1200,  largely  by  those  who  resided 
in  the  Southern  States.  The  war  of  the  Rebellion  soon  afler  breaking 
out,  intercourse  between  the  North  and  South  was  suspended,  and  in  the 
troubles  of  the  times  the  old  burying  ground  was  neglected,  and  the 
intentions  of  the  committee  have  been  but  partially  realized. 


A  New  Congregational  Church, 

On  the  lOlh  of  July,  1873,  the  corner  stone  of  a  new  church  edifice 
was  laid,  with  due  ceremony,  on  tlie  Gen.  Williams'  lot,  near  the  Great 
Plain,  the  lot  occupied  by  the  dinner  tent  on  the  occasion  of  the  bi-cen- 
tennial  celebration  in  1859.  The  plan  of  organizing  a  society  and 
building  a  church  at  this  place  was  conceived  by  the  members  of  the 
Second  Congregational  Church  residing  in  the  vicinity.  The  lot  was  a 
contribution  by  Gen.  W.  Williams.  The  edifice  now  (December,  1873,) 
approaches  completion.  The  style  of  architecture  is  the  Norman ;  the 
material  used  a  light  brown  sandstone.  Its  dimensions  are  153  by  89 
feet,  cruciform,  with  a  spire  on  the  Broadway  side  144  feet  high.  The 
main  edifice  will  scat  900  persons,  and  the  chapel  in  the  south  end  of  the 
building  400.     Its  cost  will  be  quite  $100,000. 


St.  Patrick'9  Cathedral 

On  the  13th  of  July,  1873,  the  corner  stone  of  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral, 
a  Roman  Catholic  church,  was  laid  on  a  lot  on  Broadway,  near  the  head 
of  the  Little  Plain,  in  the  presence  of  an  immense  crowd  of  people,  and 
by  the  imposing  ceremonies  of  the  church.  The  church  is  a  cruciform 
structure,  of  solid  granite,  in  the  Gothic  style,  with  colored  windows  fuid 
ornamented  slate  roof.  It  will  have  several  towers,  from  160  to  214 
feet  high.  It  will  seat  at  least  1,500  people,  and  its  cost  is  estimated  at 
$150,000. 


The  Norwich  Memorial. 

Beyond  any  other  town  in  New  England  Norwich  has  been  fortunate 
in  securing  a  historian  of  her  deeds  in  the  great  Rebellion  of  1861-'65* 


714  NOTBS     AND     SKBTGHBS. 

Bev.  Mklcolm  Mc6.  Dana,  pastor  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church, 
undertook  the  historian's  task,  and  the  result  is  a  large  volume  of  nearly 
400  pages,  embellished  with  eighteen  portraits  of  the  most  prominent  of 
the  sailors  and  soldiers  who  went  from  this  town.  The  narrative  lacks- 
nothing  to  make  the  history  of  the  town  complete  during  that  eventful 
period  from  April,  1861,  to  April,  1865. 


The  Soldiers*  Monument. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Norwich,  held  at  Breed  Hall  on  the 
14th  of  January,  1869,  it  was  resolved  **  that  a  committee  of  seven  be 
appointed  to  solicit  and  collect  funds  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to 
the  Norwich  soldiers  and  seamen  who  fell  in  our  late  war  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  National  Union."  The  committee  consisted  of  Hon.  W. 
A.  Buckingham,  Amos  W.  Prentice,  John  T.  Wait,  Rev.  M.  McG. 
Dana,  Dr.  C.  B.  Webster,  James  L.  Carew,  Edwin  P.  Avery,  E.  P. 
Slocum,  and  Misses  Elizabeth  Greene  and  Eliza  Perkins.  The  com- 
mittee did  not  make  much  progress,  so  at  a  town  meeting  on  the  Sd  of 
October,  1870,  the  subject  was  again  brought  up  and  disposed  of  by 
laying  a  tax  of  **  fifteen  cents  on  one  hundred  dollars  of  the  assessment 
Ibt  of  the  town,"  and  appointing  a  committee  to  expend  it  in  the  erection 
of  a  suitable  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  soldiers  and  seamen  of  the 
town  in  the  great  Rebellion.  William  A.  Buckingham,  John  T.  Wait, 
and  James  A.  Ilovey  were  appointed  this  conmiitlee.  A  contract  for  a 
monument  was  soon  made,  and  in  the  spring  of  1873  it  was  put  in  place 
at  the  head  of  the  Great  Plain.  Tiie  monument  is  of  a  light  granite, 
from  Westerly,  R.  I.  Its  desigfi  is  that  of  a  colossal  statue  of  a  Union 
soldier,  supported  on  a  massive  pedestal.  The  statue  is  twelve  feet  high, 
and  the  entire  height  of  the  monument  is  twenty-seven  (eet  six  inches. 
It  measures  ten  feet  square  at  the  base.  Its  cost  Was  ahout  $18,000. 
The  inscriptions  on  tlie  several  sides  are — the  motto  of  the  state,  the 
names  of  all  those  from  this  town  who  fell  in  active  service,  and  these 
words  on  the  front,  "  Erected  hy  the  lown  of  Norwich  in  memory  of  her 
brave  sons,  who  voluntarily  entered  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  and  lost  their  lives  in  defence  of  the  national  government  during 
the  Rebellion." 
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sea, for  the  courts,  570 ;  Gas  Compa- 
nies, 573. 

Cork-cutting,  614. 

Com  stnik  molasses,  389. 

Cotton  manufacture,  44G,  9,  50;  512,  009 
-16,  19-21. 

Court  House,  22,  523. 

Courts,  86,  8  ;  207,  8  ;  273,  4  ;  570  ;  trans- 
ferred to  the  Landing,  572. 

Crows  and  blackbirds,  55;  bounties  for 
their  destruction,  297. 

Cushion  and  calash,  334,  5. 

Customs  of  former  times,  75,  80,  121,  325, 
33,  517. 

Date  of  purchase  nnd  the  price,  57. 

Deacons,  155,  172,  184,  288. 

Death,  73,  336,  58  ;  501  ;  by  fire,  529. 

Debts  of  town  in  1718,  271. 

Deed  of  Norwich,  57  ;  of  Preston,  243, 
255 ;  Indian  deeds,  201 ;  mortgage  deed, 
137. 

Deputies,  earliest,  84. 

Descriptive  sketch,  17-26. 

Disasters  at  sea  from  tempest,  wreck,  pi- 
rates, privateers,  tropical  fevers,  and 
belligerents,  493-502. 

Distrainments,  323,  4. 

Division  of  the  town,  428. 

Divorce  cose,  205. 

Donation  to  Roston,  376. 

Druggists,  326,  413,  20  ;  637,  8. 

Durkeo's  expedition  to  Wethcrsficld,  365  ; 
start  for  Boston,  370. 


Engleville,  446. 

Early  marriages,  177. 

Ecclesiastical  difficulties,  284,  318,  461, 
553. 

Elderkin's  mills  and  meeting-houses,  72, 
117,216. 

Emancipation,  229,  61  ;  520 ;  proclaimed 
and  honored,  077. 

Emigration,  309,  421,  44 ;  503-9 ; 

Episcopal  Church,  451-9 ;  at  Yantic,  605  ; 
at  Jewett  City,  419;  Christ's  Church, 
455 ;  Trinity,  457 ;  at  Poquetannock, 
451. 

Epitaphs :  Adgate,  129  ;  Mrs.  Arnold, 
409;  Backus,  160;  Baldwin,  163;  Bil- 
lings, 500 ;  Bnshnell,  215  ;  Calkins, 
172 ;  Fitch,  148,  448 ;  Gager.  131  ;  Gif- 
ford,  176;  Griswold,  178;  Huntington, 
129,  183;  Jewett,  450;  Kinney,  564  ; 
"aged  nursing  mother,"  191 ;  *' Jentecl 
woman,"  191  ;  Lathrop,  218,  221 ;  Post, 
195;  Rude,  250;  Smith,  200;  Tracy, 
203,  345 ;  Governor  Trowtrow,  330 ; 
Tyler,  458 ;' Wight,  448 ;  Samuel  Uncas, 
587 ;  Waterman,  206. 

European  trade,  486-92. 

Excise  money,  342. 

Exports,  476. 

Extent  of  the  town,  19,  58,  128 ;  of  the 
first  parish,  128. 

Extracts  from  Norwich  Packet,  358. 

Extraordinary  coincidence,  240. 

Falls,  18,  22 ;  plunge  over,  34,  610. 
Falls  Village,  22. 

Family  meetings,  645. 

Fast  and   Covenant  extraordinary,    110, 

123. 
Fashions,  75,  7  ;  121,  325,  33-5,  67  ;  520 ; 

change  at  the  Revolution,  335,  07. 
Female  Academy,  546. 
Fillmore  and  the  pirate,  229 ;  descent  of 

Millard  Fillmore,  13th  President  of  the 

U.  S.,  229,  30. 
Fire-lands,  507. 
First-comers,  01. 
First  born  child  and  other  early  birtlis,  73, 

182,  7  ;  first  born  undo,  182. 
First  incident,  47. 
Fii-st  houses  on  the  Plain  and  in  Wasliing- 

ington  Street,  532-7. 
First  marriages  and  deaths,  74. 
First  military  organization,  88. 
First  masters  of  vessels,  303. 
First  steam-boats  in  the  Thames,  566.' 
First  turnpike  in  U.  S.,  530. 
Fitchvillc,  437,  017,  18. 
Fitting  out  for  boanling  school,  334. 
Flag  before  the  Revolution,  378 ;  of  the 

18th  C.  v.,  078. 
Flag-raising  for  the  Union,  050. 
Foreigners,  005. 
Franklin,  130,  429-33. 
Franklin-Square,  540. 
Free  Academy,  549-51. 
Fix'emen,  85,  0;  274,  281. 
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French  officers  Tisit  Norwich,  393,  4. 

French  neutralfli^  310. 

Freshets,  352-6. 

Frifi:ht  of  Mrs.  Brewster,  46. 

Falling  mills,  98, 371,  608. 

Golden  weddings,  641. 

Grants  layish  and  indefinite,  95. 

Grants  at  the  Landing,  303 ;  to  Owaneco, 

256. 
Gravo-stono  memorials,  314,  458.    (See 

epitaphs.) 
Groeneyillo,  26,  558, 618. 
Green's  proclamation  against  Norwich  and 

Windham,  377. 

Half-centnry  Ministers,  459. 

Hanover  Society,  444. 

Hemp  manufacture,  610, 11. 

High  prices,  389. 

Hill-top,-or  Zion's  Meeting-house,  21, 119- 

22,  6-9;  316. 
Home-lots,  63-9 ;    first   alienated,   102 ; 

parts  that  have  not  been  alienated,  65, 

6,8;  167. 
Horse-jockeys  and  their  cargoes,  478. 
Hour-glass  of  the  pulpit,  283. 
Huguenot  exile,  288 ;  Huguenot  bell,  282. 
Hungry  march.  111. 

Imports  direct  from  Kurope,  310,  477,  92. 


Impressments,  484,  504. 
Indi 


linn  fugitives  ;  great  meeting  to  dis])08e 

of  them,  114,  1.5. 
Indian  deeds,  261 ;  forts,  23,  81,  302. 
Indian  graves,  30,  73,  263,  585 ;   relics, 

263. 
Indian  plunge  into  Yantic  Falls,  34. 
Indian  raid  upon  the  pioneer  settlers,  46  ; 

do.  upon  Ileynolds  and  Ilockwcil,  109. 
Indian  totems,  264;    Attawanhood,   53; 

Owaneco,  58,  255,  6 ;  Uncas,  58,  262. 
Indian  village  at  Pawcatuck  destroyed, 

145. 
Inns  and  Inn-keepers,  100,  331,  360,  512. 
Inoculation,  427,  8. 
Installation  in  the  open  air,  462. 
Instruction  to  deputies,  369,  95,  9. 
Insurance,  310;  companies,  649. 
Invasion  apprehendeu,  400. 
Inventories,  157,  8,  68,  72,  5,  91 ;  204, 10, 

48,  89 ;  333. 
Irish  population,  643. 
Iron  works,  389,  606,  12,  53. 

Jail,  273,  547,  72. 
Jewett  City,  448. 
Johnson,  Vermont,  207. 
July  4th,  1865,677. 
Justices,  86. 

Killing  worth,  176,  8. 

Kinsman,  wide  range  of  meaning,  1 93. 

Labrador  tea,  367. 
LaFayette  in  Norwich,  393. 


Landing-place,  99 ;  original  condition,  302, 
5 ;  first  grantees,  303,  4. 

Lathrop  Bible,  77  ;  Lathrop  ballad,  220. 

Law-books  and  election  sermons,  276. 

Lawyers,  160,  518,  630,3. 

Laurel  Hill,  25,  575,  6. 

Lebanon,  136,  151, 166. 

Lebanon,  N.  H.,  208,  503. 

LeflSngwell-town,  192. 

LeflSngweirs  staflT.  190. 

Ixstters :  Mrs.  Arnold  to  her  son  Benedict, 
410 ;  Arnold  to  Mrs.  Knox,  41 4 ;  Elder- 
kin's  petition,  120;  Col.  McLellan  to 
Major  Lefilngwell,  400;  Occom's  Well 
and  Farewell,  465  ;  Washington  to  Col. 
Rogers,  382  ;  Taylor  love  letter,  154. 

Liberty  Tree,  366,  8,  74,  6. 

Library  of  a  clerical  student  in  1724,  210. 

Lisbon,  137,  429,  45. 

I^itigation,  87. 

Longevity,  188. 

Long  Society,  243,  447. 

Lotteries,  347,  50,  2, 63. 

Mackerel,  18. 

Magistrates,  90. 

Manufactures,  367,  9,  71  ;   446,  9 ;  564, 

006-24. 
Marine  Afi'airs,  early,  306, 10  ;  during  tho 

Hevolutionary  war,  402-8 ;  after  tho  war, 

475,  .502,  65,  95  ;  652,  3. 
Mnshipaug,  or  Gardner's  Lake,  227. 
Masonry,  524. 
Mason  controversy,  266-70. 
Mason  versus  Richardson,  88. 
Mayors,  625-30. 
Medical  Society,  359,  638. 
M.  C.'s,  631,2. 
Meeting  Houses,  21,  63, 1 19, 126, 216,  82; 

340,  527, 60, 88 ;  001 , 3 ;  at  West  Farms, 

284,  430,  2 ;  at  Newont,  440,  2  ;  at  Pant- 

ipaug,  433, 8  ;  at  the  Landing,  462, 563, 

6,  9. 
Merchants  and  merchandise,  100,  310,  14, 

60.  97. 
Merchant's  Hotel,  539. 
Methodist,  433,  7,  42,  59 ;  602,  3 ;  Free 

Church,  603. 
Methodist  Chapel  swept  down  the  river, 

354. 
Mike-apple,  239. 
Militia,  88,  214,  377,  8,  91  ;  400. 
Mills,  72,  97,  216. 
Mining  company,  624. 
Ministers  originating  in  Ist  Society,  560. 
Minister's  Rates,  124,  288,  323,  41 ;  471. 
Mission  School,  557. 
Mission  of  Occom  and  Whitaker,  464. 
Missions  and  Missionaries,  590-3. 
Model  substitute,  673. 
Mohegans,  their  original  seat  and  removal, 

29,  30 ;  attempts  to  Christianize  them, 

104,  14. 
Monuments :   Lady  Fenwick,  53 ;  Mian- 

tonomoh,  31,  8 ;  Uncas,  586. 
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Nailery,  871,607, 12. 

Noiues :  Indian,  48 ;  Paritapical  and  local, 

80 ;  of  families,  281  ;  of  vessels,  485. 
Narragansett  fort  fight,  108,  179. 
Navy  recmits,  675. 
Necrology  of  the  late  war,  680-92. 
Ncweut,  between  the  rivers,  first  grant, 

120,  197,  256-60,  439-43;  ito  ancient 

Sanctuary,  442.    if  6  7 
New-light  excitement,  316-24 ;  Whitaker's 

sermon  against  it,  467. 
News  from  Lexington  and  the  rush  to 

arms,  380. 
News  from  Bunker  Hill  and  the  Sunday 

scene,  383-6. 
Newspapers :  Norwich  Packet,  357  ;   list 

of  18,  580-4. 
Nine  half-pay  officers,  425. 
Non-importation  agreement,  366-70. 
Norwich,  why  thus  named,  71 ;  link  con- 
necting it  with  Norwich  in  England,  1 80 ; 

towns  growing  out  of  it,  136 ;  indicted 

by  the  Grand  Jury  for  want  of  a  school, 

93 ;  inhabitants  hungry,  390. 
Norwich  Packet,  357-64 ;  Courier,  582, 4  ; 

Aurora,  583 ;  Bulletin,  584. 
Norwich  in  Vermont  and  Massachusetts, 

503;  in  New  York,  507. 
Norwich  City,  23,  99,  302,  5 ;  its  streets, 
'    buildings,  and  prominent  citizens,  533- 

40 ;  incorporated,  625 ;  its  present  limits, 

572. 
Norwich  Light  Infantry,  669. 

Occom  Company,  620. 

Oil  mill,  606. 

Old  ago  of  Dr.  I^rd,  336,  7. 

Old  customs,  75-80,  121,  267,  325,  31. 

Old  fasliioned  comforts,  75. 

Otis  Library,  577. 

Owaneco's   brief  for   charity,   265 ;    quit 

claim  to  Preston,  255 ;  ugrccmont  rc- 

spectinc  Ncwent,  226. 
Oxford,  N.  Y.,  507. 

Pftchaug,  448. 

Pu[)er    currency,    old    and    new    tenor, 

293-5. 
PaiHJrinaking,  3G7,  8;  607,  13,  19,  20. 
Pai-sonaj,'e  land,  63,  277,  342. 
Patent  of  the  town,  134. 
Patriotic  and  war  committees,  367,  74,  96 ; 

563. 
Pautipaupj,  or  8th  Society,  432. 
Peace,  401,  475,  5C5  ;  Treaty  carried  to 

France  by  the  Spy,  403. 
Peculiarity  in  the  foundation  of  the  town, 

70. 
Pew-holders  at  the  Landing,  403,  7. 
Philip's  war,   105-13;    only  five  persons 

killed  in  Connecticut,  113. 
Physicians,  193,  203,  359,  426,  514,  G34-7. 
Plains:  in  the  town  plot,   G3,    119,   275; 

Chelsea,  23,  63,  2G3,  307,  533-5  ;  Groat 

Plain,  31  ;  Sachem's,  36,  7. 
Poll-tax  condemned,  395,  6. 


Pomfret,  137. 

Poor  of  the  town,  272,  94  ;  574. 

Population,  26, 356, 522 ;  of  Franklin,  433 ; 

Bozrah,  437  ;  Lisbon,  445. 
Poquetannock,  44,  211,453. 
Porto-Rico  trade,  653. 
PostK>ffico,  371, 593. 
Powder-house  blown  up,  523. 
Prayer  for  rain,  116. 
President  Adams  in  Norwich,  513;   do. 

Jackson,  585. 
Presidential  electors,  631. 
Preston,  243,  55 ;  447 ;  Phintatton  act» 

254. 
Preston,  N.  Y.,  507. 
.Prisonon  from  St.  Domingo,  525. 
Proprietors  :  first  class,  61 ;  2d  class,  68  ; 

surviving  in   1702,   135;    of  Chelsea, 

305-8 ;  Long  Society  and  Preston,  243- 

54 ;  Newent,  257-60. 
Pumpkins,  79. 

Quinebang,  17,  49. 

Railroads,  531,  2 ;  650,  2. 

lUtos,  119,  24  ;  341,  455,  472. 

Rattle-snakes :  dcatli  from  their  poison, 
128 ;  bounties  for  their  destruction,  298. 

Reason  for  removal,  55,  6. 

Records  imperfect,  60,  82,  3,  95,  6. 

Refugees  from  Boston,  379. 

Regulations  prudential  and  municipal, 
95. 

Remonstrance  against  the  five  years'  pay 
to  officers,  399. 

Revolutionary  Sabbath,  657. 

Rivalry  between  Norwich  and  New  Lon- 
don in  business,  versus  harmony  in  so- 
cial alVairs,  79,  90,  273. 

Rogereno  episode,  290-2. 

Holtingniill,  612,  24. 

Rustication  of  an  English  noblemen,  573. 

Sabbath-day  journey,  eight  miles  to  meet- 
ing, 439. 

Sabbath  School  in  1st  Society,  527  ;  at 
tlie  Landing,  5G6  ;  both  Societies,  693. 

Sachems  succeeding  Uncas,  2G4,  5. 

Salaries,  341,  557. 

Salem  Town  House,  457. 

Sampson  Fox,  or  Woollancag,  297. 

Saw-mills,  97. 

Saybrook,  its  early  history,  51-4,  141. 

Saybrook  platform,  284,  7  ;  318. 

Scarcity  of  sugar,  molasses,  salt  and  wheat, 
389,  90. 

Scenery,  19;  69,  515. 

School  fund  of  the  State,  547. 

Schools  and  school  masters,  92-4,  275, 
541-8  ;  consolidated  and  graded,  548. 

Schooner  sent  to  Ireland  in  1732,  306. 

Sealing  and  whaling,  489. 

Seamen  plenty,  481. 

Seating  the  people  and  dignifying  the  scats, 
126. 

Sentry  Hill,  65. 
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Separatists,  318-24;  reasoiis  for  separa- 
tion, 320 ;  list  of  their  preachers,  322 ; 

first  members,  321. 
Settlements :  at  Peqoot  Harbor,  now  New 

London,  41 ;  Brewster's  Neck,  or  Po- 

qnetannock,  44,  21 1-13 ;  Saybrook,  51 ; 

Lebanon,  151;    Windluim,   136,   159; 

Newark,  181  ;  Canterbury  and  Plain- 

field,  138,  59 ;  Preston,  254. 
Seven  pillars  of  the  Church,  439,  71. 
Seven  expeditions  in  Philip's  war,  1 12. 
Shad,  17. 
Shnntok,  39. 
Sheep-walks,  103,  302-5. 
Shetucket  ferry,  97, 204. 
Ships,  shippings  and  ship-building,   303, 

402-8,  475-502,  505,  95-7  ;  653 ;  first 

ship-mnsters,  303-14. 
Showtuckct  Indians,  115,  256. 
Sign-posts,  102,  274,  307. 
Slftvonr,  328,  61 ;  520. 
Sleighing,  331. 
Smuggling,  397. 

Society  before  the  Reyolution,  333,  58. 
Soldier  farm,  1 70. 
Soldiers'  Aid  Society,  676. 
Soldiers  for  frontier  service,  313 ;  in  the 

war  for  the  Union,  660-80. 
Soldiers  and  patriots  of  the  Revolution, 

333,  58. 
Sons  of  Liberty,  374 ;  address  to  them, 

379. 
Spmgue,  402,  29,  45  ;  595-7. 
Stngc-coach,  368,  507,  13. 
Stamp-act,  365. 
Stcnm-boats,  5G6,  7  ;  651. 
Stocking  loomR,  G07. 
Surface  and  contents  of  the  town,  19. 
Summary  of  Cliurchcs,  605. 
Summary  of  forces  in  the  war  for  the 

Union,  675. 
Surrondcrcrs,  97,  257  ;  great  meeting  to 

dispose  of  them,  113-15. 
Surrender  of  Gen.  Lee,  676. 
Survey  of  Bean  Hill  and  Town  Plot,  with 

notices  of  persons  and  things,  510-22 ; 

do.  of  the  Plain  and  Chelsea,  533-40. 
Swine,  98. 
&>ympatliy  with  Boston,  373,  6. 

Tape-making,  372. 

Tarring  and  feathering,  no  case  in  Nor- 
wich, 291. 

Taxation,  373, 95. 

Tea-drinking,  366. 

Temperance,  568. 

Thames,  its  fisheries,  18;  its  name,  19; 
navigation,  85. 

Thamcsville,  25,  653. 

Thanksgiving,  80,  331,  92. 

Tories,  370,  4-6,  9 ;  385-8. 

Tory  molasses,  389. 

Tory  timber,  405. 

Town  House,  273,  4. 

Townsmen,  or  Selectmen,  the  earliest,  84. 


Town  Clock,  340. 
Town  Plot,  21,  62, 3  ;  510-15. 
Tradition,  its  uncertainty  exemplified,  179. 
Trade:  with  West  Indies,  310,  475-85; 

Europe,  486-90 ;  East  Indies,  490. 
Trading  Cove,  212,  67. 
Train-bands,  89,  377,  8. 
Training  day,  214,  378. 
Trespass,  cases  of,  277,  281. 
Turnpikes,  first  in  U.  S.,  550. 

Uncas :  besieged  at  Moheean,  and  relieved 
by  Leffingwell,  41 ;  at  Niantick,  and  re- 
lieved by  Brewster,  45;  at  Shantok, 
"  diverse  times,"  46 ;  his  death  and  char- 
acter, 117,261,  2. 

Uncas  Cemetery  and  Monument,  585-7. 

Universalism,  324,  472-4,  604 ;  books  in 
its  favor  publish<Ml  in  Norwich,  474. 

Uprising  for  the  Union,  657-60. 

Vemett  grape,  512. 

Veteran  Guards,  391 ;  veterans  of  the  war 

of  1812,  674. 
Veteran  Missionary,  592. 
Volunteers  for  Boston,  381,  2,  91. 
Votes,  522,  654. 

Wardrobe  of  a  lady  in  1757,  333. 

War:  Moheeans  and  Narragansetts,  30- 
47 ;  FrenJi  war,  313,  58 ;  war  of  the 
Itovolution,  365-401 ;  war  of  the  races 
in  St.  Domingo,  480,  525 ;  with  Great 
Britain,  561-5,  for  the  Union,  655-692. 

Warwick  Patent,  51. 

Washington  in  Norwich,  393 ;  his  funeral 
solemnities,  525. 

Wauroegun  Hotel,  645. 

Wowockns,  or  Wawoequaw's  Hill ;  two  of 
this  name,  50,  103,  115,  297,  300,  624; 
at  the  Landing,  23,  81,  452. 

Wears,  101. 

Weddings,  332,  67;  wedding  in  Conrt, 
219 ;  at  Windham,  367 ;  at  New  Lon- 
don, 332. 

Wequanock  Company,  621. 

West  Farms,  136,  188,  429. 

West  India  trade;  its  beginnings,  304, 
310,  475-85. 

Western  Reserve,  507,  22,  47. 

Whaling  vessels,  490. 

Whitefietd  in  Norwich,  321. 

Wigwams,  62 ;  the  last  in  the  Town  Plot, 
115. 

Wilkesbarre,  421,  504. 

Wilkes  and  Liberty,  368. 

Williams  Park,  or  Chelsea  Plain,  534. 

Winter  of  gloom,  108. 

pWindham,  136,  159,  205,  33. 

Woolen  mills,  614, 16. 

Wyoming,  503-6. 

YanUc  Village,  20,  615. 
Yantic  Cemetery,  645. 
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